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CORPUS OF BYZANTINE SEALS FROM BULGARIA 


Chapter One 


The Palace 


1. The Emperor 17 


1-3. Αναστάσιος, A’ (491-518) 

4-44. Ἰουστιυιανός, A’ (527-565) - 

45. Ἰουστῖνος, B' (565-578). 

46-47. Μαυρίκιος Τιβέριος (582-602) 

48-49. Φωκᾶς (602-610) 

50. Ἡράκλειος, Ἡράκλειος καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (616-625) 

51. Κώνστανς, Κωνσταντῖνος καὶ Αναστασία (668-685) 

52. Κωνσταντῖνος, A’ (681-685). 

53. Λέων, Γ᾽ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, E' (720-741) 

54. Κωνσταντῖνος, Ε’ καὶ Λέων, A’ (751-775) 

55. Λέων, A’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, Z' (776-780) 

56-58. Θεόφιλος, Μιχαὴλ. B’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (830-835). 

59. Βασίλειος, A’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (869-879) 

60. Βασίλειος, A’ Κωνσταντῖνος, καὶ Λέων (870-879) 

61-64. Λέων, Z' καὶ ᾿Αλέξανδρος (869-912) 

65-70. N., καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (869-879); (908-912); (912-13) 

71-75. Κωνσταντῖνος, H’ (912-959) 
76-80. Ῥωμανὸς, A’, Χριστοφόρος καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, Η’ (927-931) 
81. N. καὶ Ῥωμανὸς (920-7) or (945-959) 

82. Κωνσταντῖνος καὶ Ῥωμανὸς) (920-7) or (945-959) 

53. N., N, Χο. 

84. Ἰωάννης, A’ (969-976 ) 

85-88. Βασίλειος, B’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, Θ᾽ (976-1025) 

88-105. Βασίλειος, B’ (976-1025) 

106. Μιχαὴλ, A’ (1034-1041) 

107-109. Κωνσταντῖνος, Τ (1042-1055) 

110-114. Κωνσταντῖνος, K'(1059-1067) 

115. Ῥωμανὸς, A’, Εὐδοκία, Μιχαὴλ, Θ’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (1068-1071). 
Π6-117Α.Ῥωμανὸς, A’, Εὐδοκία, Μιχαήλ. Θ΄, Κωνσταντῖνος καὶ Ανδρόνικος (1068-71). 
118-119. Μιχαὴλ. ©’ Δούκας (1071-1078 ) 





120. Νικηφόρος, I” Βοτανειάτης (1078-1081) 

121-194. Αλέξιος, A’ Κομνηνὸς (1081-1118) 

195-196. Μανουὴλ. A’ Κομνηνὸς (1143-1180) 

197-200. Ἰσαάκιος, B’ Αγγελος (1185-1195) 

201. Δαβὶδ Κομνηνὸς (1204-1214) 

202. Ἑρρῖκος Φλάντρας (1206 - 1216) 

203. Ῥοβέρτος (1221-1228). 

204. Βαλδουῖνος, B’ Φλάντρας (1228-1261) 

205-206. Θεόδωρος, A' Κομνηνὸς ὁ Λάσκαρης (1208-1222) 
207. Ἰωάννις Γ᾽ Δούκας Βατάτζης (1222-1254) 

208. Μιχαὴλ, P Παλαιολόγος (1261-1282). 

209. Θεοδώρα Δούκαινα ἡ Παλαιολογήνα (1258-1282 ). 
210-212. Ανδρόνικος, B’ Παλαιολόγος (1282-1328) 
213-216. “Avva Παλεολογήνα (1341-1347). 

217.Ἑλένη Παλαιολογήνα (1341-1391) 


2. Palace offices 
A. Civil 114 


à. ἀκτουάριος 
218. ᾿Αρκάδιος βµρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀκτουάρις (X-XI c.) 
b. ἀρτικλίνης 
219-222. Εὐφίμιος β᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀρτικλίνης τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου 
(X-XI c.) 
c. βαΐουλος 
223. Συνεσιος κουβικουλάριος καὶ βαΐουλος (VII-IX c.) 
d. ἐπιγκέρνης 
224. Ἰωάννης σεβαστοφόρος καὶ ἐπιγκέρνης τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (XI c.) 
6. κοιτῶνος 
225. Ἂνθης πριµικήριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ θεοφυλάκτου κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 
226. Βάρδας πριμικήριος καὶ κοιτωνίτης (X-XI c.) 
227. Εὐστάθιος β)κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 
228. Ἰωάννης πριµίκιριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ θεοφυλάκτου κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 
229-230. Ἰωάννης Δαβατηνὸς β᾽πριμικήριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 
231-239. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ 
κοιτῶνος καὶ φύλαξ (mid-XI c.) 
240. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος (mid-XI ο.) 
Ε κουβικουλάριος 
.241. Io &vvng β᾽κουβικουλάριος (first half, IX c.) 
242. Σισίνιος βκουβικουλάριος (IX c.) 
g. µινσουράτωρ 
243. Ν.,..... ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου καὶ μινσουράτωρ (VIII-IX c.) 
h. νιψιστάριος 
244. Νικήτας πριµικήριος καὶ νιψιστάριος τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (X-XI c. ) 
i. ὀστιάριος 


245-246. Αναστάσιος β)ὀστιάριος (X c.) 
247. Βασίλειος β᾿ὀστιάριος (last quarter of IX c.) 
248. Θεόδωρος β᾽ὀστιάριος (X-XI c.) 
249. Ἰωάννης β᾿ὀστιάριος (X-XI c.) 
250. Λέων ὀστιάριος (X c.) 
251. Χριστοφόρος β)ὀστιάριος...... 
252. N., βὀστιάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (X-XI c.) 
1. παπίας 
253-255. Γεώργιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας παπίας (X-XI c.) 
256. Παῦλος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας παπίας (X-XI c.) 
Κ.παρακοιμώμενος 
256A. Γεώργιος Οἰναιώτης σεβαστός καὶ παρακοιμώμενος (end of the XII c.) 
257-261. Βασίλειος ἐνδοξοτάτος πρόεδρος τῆς συγκλήτου καὶ παρακοιμώμενος 
τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (963-976) 
|. πραιπόσιτος 
262. Λέων πραιπόσιτος (second half, ΧΙ c.) 
263. Νέστωρ πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσιτος (second half, XI c.) 
τη.πρωτοβεστίαριος / βεστίαριος 
264-265. Θεόφανης πατρίκιος καὶ πρωτοβεστίαριος τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου 
(927-34) 
266. Γεώργιος σεβαστοφόρος καὶ πρωτοβεστίαριος (ΧΙ ο.) 
267. Λέων δισύπατος καὶ βεστίαριος (XIc.) 
267Α. Λέων Μαγνῆς βεστιάριος 
268-270. Μιχαὴλ Μαναστρᾶς πρωτοβεστιάριος or πρωτοβέστης (late XI c.) 
271, Ἰωάννης Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσεβαστός καὶ πρωτοβεστίαριος (1148-1176) 
272. Μιχαὴλ ᾿Αρνής ὕπατος καὶ βεστιαρίτης (mid of the XI c.) 
n. τραπέζης 
273-275. Θεόδωρος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς βτραπέζης (X c.) 
276. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης (Χ-ΧΙ c.) 
277. Νικόλαος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς οἰκειακῆς βτραπέζης (X c.) 
278. Στέφανος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς βτραπέζης (X-XI c.) 
278Α-Β. Στέφανος Βαρδαλῆς ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης (end of the XII c.) 
279. "Ανθης) β)µρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ δομέστικος τῆς 
ὕποργιας τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (X c.) 


B. Military 135 


a. ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου 
280. Γρνγόριος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 
281.Ἐφημηάνος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (IX-X c.) 
282. Θεόδωρος Ῥαδηνὸς βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου (X c.) 
283. Κατακαλών N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 
284. Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 
285-314. Λέων Μουκατης βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 
315-316. Μαριανός βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 
317. Μιχαήλ. β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου ......(X-XI c.) 


318. Νικόλαος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 
319-320. Πέτρος βπμρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X c.) 
321-322. Φηλομάτης βπρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X c.) 
323. Χοτομηρος β᾿σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (IX c.) 
b. βαρδάριος 
324 -347. Πησοτα βαρδάριος (X c.) 
ο. βεστιαρίτης 
348. Ἰωάννης Αγιοαντονίτης πατρίκιος καὶ βεστιαρίτης (second half, XI c.) 
349. Κωνσταντῖνος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ βεστιαρίτης (XI c.) 
d. ἐταιρειάρχης / ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας 
da. ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας or ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας. 
350. Ανδρέας β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας (IX-X c.) 
351. Βασίλειος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας (X-XI c.) 
352. Δημήτριος β᾿᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας (X-XI c.) 
353. Θεόγνοστος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας (X-XI c.) 
354. Κωνσταντῖνος Ν., ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἑταιρείας (XI c.) 
355-356. Μανασσής β᾽ πρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας (X- XI c.) 
357. Ν.,πρωτοσπαθάρος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας 
(X-XIc.) 
358. N., βσπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἑταρίας (X c.) 
359. Ν.,β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἑταρίας (X c.) 
db. ἐταιρειάρχης/ μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης 
360. Ἰωαννακης βπρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἐταιρειάρχης (XIc.) 
361. Πόθος πριμικήριος, κοιτῶνος καὶ μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης (XI c.) 
ἀο.ἐταιρεάρχης τῆς τρίτης 
362. Λέων or Θεόδωρος Αλνάτης ........ καὶ ἐταιρεάρχης τῆς τρίτης ( mid-XI c.) 
6. πανθεώτης/ ἐπὶ τοῦ πανθέου 
363. Μανουὴλ Τζηντζιλύκης πρωτοσπαθάριος, πανθεώτης καὶ πριμικήριος (XI c.) 


3, Rank titles 153 


a. ἀνθύπατος 
364. Αναστάσιος β᾽ πρωεδσπαθάριοε καὶ ἀνθύπατος (IX c.) 
365-367. Βάρδας Δοξ 2 ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (X-XI c.) 
368-369. Θεόδωρος ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (X c.) 
370. Ἰωάννης ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (X-XI c.) 
371-373. Κωνσταντῖνος Κρατερὸς ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 
b. ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων 
374. Θεόφιλος ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων (VI-VII c.) 
ο. ἀπὸ ὑπάτων 
375. Ανθιμος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων (VI-VII c.) 
376. Θεοδόσιος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων (VI-VII c.) 
377. Πέτρος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων πατρίκιος(ΥΙ-ΝΗ c.) 
378. Πέτρος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων πατρίκιος(ΥΙ-ΝΗ c.) 
d. βεστάρχης 
379-380. Εὐδοκία βεσταρχίσσα (end XI c.) 
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381. Βασίλεος Γλαβᾶς βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 
382. Βασίλεος Ν., βεστάρχης (third quarter of XI c.) 
383-384. Βραχάμιος ᾿Αρσακίδης βεστάρχης (third quarter of XI c.) 
385. Γεώργιος Κεδρηνὸς βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 
386. Γρηγόριος ᾿Αρτοκληνης (3) βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 
387-394. Θεόδωρος Δοβρομιρός βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 
395. Θρακήσιος (Ἰωάννης) βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 
396-397. Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 
398. Ἰωάννης Γούλας βεστάρχης (last quarter XI c.) 
399. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 
400-401. Λέων Νικερίτης βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 
402. Μουχουμέτ βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 
403. Παῦλος ᾿Αρμενοπούλος βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 
e. Béotng 
403A. Ὑπάτιος Μαγεντηνός βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 
404-405. Βάρδας Μερκολίτης βέστης (1060s) 
406. Θεόδωρος Καζάνης βέστης (ΧΙ ο. third quarter) 
407. Ἰωάννης ᾿Δαρὼν βέστης (1060s-1070s) 
408. Ἰωάννης Βατάτζης βέστης (third quarter of XI c.) 
409. Μιχαὴλ. Περδίκης βέστης (third quarter, XI c.) 
409A. Νικήτας Κίνναμος βέστης (second half, XI c.) 
410. Πολύευκτος βέστης (last quarter, XIth c.) 
f. γαμβρός 
411. Βάρδας γαμβρός τοῦ δουκὸς Παῦλου βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 
412. ᾿Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς Παλαιολόγος δεσπότης καὶ γαμβρὸς (ca. 1200-1203) 
413-414. Ἰωάννης Καντακουζηνὸς γάμβρος καὶ καῖσαρ (1185-1186) 
β. δεσπότης 
414Α. Ἰσαάκιος Κομνηνὸς δεσπότης (1081-1102.) 
415. Κωνσταντῖνος Δούκας Κομνηνὸς Παλαιολόγος δεσπότης (ΧΠΙ-ΧΙΝ c.) 
416-418. Στέφανος Κωντοστέφανος δεσπότης (first half, XII c.) 
h. δισύπατος 
419. Συμεὼν δισύπατος (XI c.) 
420-421. Συμεὼν Καραντηνός δισύπατος (XI c.) 
ia. θυγατρὸς 
422-424. Αννα (Κομνηνὴ) θυγάτηρ τοῦ Ἰσαακίου ἀδελφοῦ Ἰωάννου (?-1143) 
ib. ἱλούστριος 
424A. Ματθαῖος ἱλούστριος (VI-VII c.) 
4248. Ἰωάννης Πλαγιώτης ἱλλούστριος (first half of the VII c.) 
1. κανδιδᾶτος 
425. Νικήτας ὕπατος, β᾽κανδιδᾶτος (VII-IX c.) 
426-427. Λέων β᾽κανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (end of the IX c.) 
Κ. κουροπαλάτης 
428. ᾽Αλέξιος Ν., κουροπαλάτης (late XI c.) 
429-430. ᾽Αργυρός Καρατζᾶς κουροπαλάτης (XI c., before 1092) 
431. Βασιλάκιος ᾿Αρβαντίνος κουροπαλάτης (late XIc.) 
432. Βασίειος Γεμιδινὸς (2) κουροπαλάτης (end of the XI c.) 
433. Γεώργιος Δεκανός κουροπαλάτης (XI-XII c.) 





434. Δημήτριος N., κουροπαλάτης (late XI c.) 

435-436. Κοστίκιος κουροπαλάτης (XI-XII c.) 

437-438. Κωνσταντῖνος ᾿Αντίοχος κουροπαλάτης (80s-90s of the XI c.) 

439. Λέων ᾿Αριανίτης κουροπαλάτης (end, XI c.) 

440. Ἰωάννης or Μιχαὴλ. Παντεχνῆς κουροπαλάτης (XI c., end) 

441-448. Νικηφόρος Χρυσοτζεφούδης κουροπαλάτης (1080s-1090s) 

449-450. Lobia κουροπαλάτισσα (809-005 of the XI c.) 

451 Στέφανος κουροπαλάτης (end, XI c.). 

452. Ν., κουροπαλάτης (last quarter, XI ο.) 
|. μάγιστρος 

453. Θεόδωρος Μαρσίνος μάγιστρος (second half of the XI c.) 

454. Κωνσταντῖνος Βουρτζης μάγιστρος (mid-XI c.) 

455. Λέων Ἑταιρειώτης μάγιστρος (second half of XI c.) 

456. Μιχαὴλ. Στυπειώτης μάγιστρος καὶ βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 

457. Πολύευψτος μάγιστρος (last quarter, XI c.) 

458. Ῥωμανός Μοναστηριώτης μάγιστρος (XI c. second half). 

459. Στέφανος Ν. μάγιστρος (end, XI c. ). 
m. νωβελίσσιμος 

459A. Μιχαὴλ. Καματηρὸς νωβελίσσιμος (between 1157 and 1166) 
ma. πανυπερσέβαστη 

460-461. [Μαρία Κομνηνὴ] πανυπερσέβαστη (1082- 1136) 
πιρ.πανυπερσέβαστος 

462-463. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς Βρανᾶς πανυπερσέβαστος (1183-1186) 
η. πατρικία ζωστή 

464. Μαρία πατρικία ζωστή (XI c.) 

465. Μαρία πατρικία (mid-XI c.) 
ο. πατρίκιος 

466. Αναστάσιος Σολομῶν πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 

467. Βασίλειος ᾿Αγαπιτός πατρίκιος (505-605 of XI c.) 

468.Γεώργιος Μαύρος πατρίκιος (505-605 of XI c.) 

468A. Γεώργιος Χοιροσφάκτης πατρίκιος (second half, XI c.) 

469. Θεόδωρος πατρίκιος VI-VII c. 

470. Θεοφύλακτος πατρίκιος (505-605 of ΧΙ c.) 

471. Ἰωάννης Δουκίτζης πατρίκιος (505-605 of XI c.) 

472. Ἰωάννης Λοῦλος πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 

473. Ἰωάννης Πενταηλοπούλος πατρίκιος (XI c.) 

474. Κοσμᾶς πατρίκιος VI-VII c. 

475. Κοτζίλος ὁ τοῦ Μιλκοῦ πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 

476. Κωνσταντῖνος Δαλασηνὸς πατρίκιος (50s- -60s of XI c.) 

476A. Κωνσταντῖνος Θεοδωροκάνος πατρίκιος (1050s- mm 

477. Μιχαήλ. Ξηρὸς (?) πατρίκιος (ΧΙ C.) 

478. Μιχαήλ Τουρκοπούλος πατρίκιος (first half, ΧΙ ο. " 

479. Νινηφόρος πατρίκιος (IX c.) 

480. Νικόλαος Καλλίνικος πατρίκιος (mid-XI c.) 

481. Ῥώστος πατρίκιος (VII-IX c.) 

482. Σισίνιος πατρίκιος (VII-VIII c.) 

483. Στέφανος πατρίκιος (second half, VII c.) 
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484. Σφενδοβολος πατρίκιος (10505- 10605) 

455. Νικηφόρος Σιναΐτης πατρίκιος ὕπατος (mid-XI c.) 
Ρ.πριµικήριος 

486. Θεόδωρος πριμικήριος (X-XI c.) 

487. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πριμικήριος (X c.) 

488. Νικόλαος πριμικήριος (X-XI c.) 
qa. πρόεδρισσα 

488A. Εἰρήνη Μεταλίνα πρόεδρισσα (last quarter of the XI c.) 
qb.xpós8pog /πρωτοπρόεδρος 

489. ᾽Αλέξανδρος Παλαιολόγος πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 

490. Γερμανὸς πρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 

491-492. Γριγόριος Κουρκούας πρόεδρος (1080s) 

493. Θεόδωρος ᾽Αμασειάνος πρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 

494. Θεόδωρος Φραγγοπούλος πρόεδρος (second half, ΧΙ ο.) 

495. Θεοχάριστος πρόεδρος (late XI c.) 

496. Ἰωάννης Φασουλᾶς πρόεδρος (last quarter of the XI c.) 

497. Κωνσταντῖνος Κατακαλών πρόεδρος (third quarter of the XI c.) 

498. Κωνσταντῖνος Σεναχηρείμ πρόεδρος (third quarter, XI c.) 

499. Κωνσταντῖνος Σεναχηρείμ (?) πρόεδρος (third quarter, ΧΙ c.) 

500. Λέων Δούκας πρόεδρος (third quarter, ΧΙ ο.) 

501. Λέων Ν., πρόεδρος (last quarter of XI c.) 

502-503. Μανουὴλ. Ζπαλαης, πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 

504. Μιχαὴλ. Ν., πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 

505. Μιχαὴλ Λιπαρίτης πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 

506. Μουσέλιος Πακουριάνης πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 


- 507, Πολύευκτος πρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 


508. Προκόπιος πρόεδρος (third quarter, ΧΙ ο. ) 
r. πρωτοβέστης 
509-513. Βασίλεος Γλαβᾶς πρωτοβέστης (1060s-1070s) 
5. πρωτοβεστίτωρ 
514. Αὐγούστινος πρωτοβεστίτωρ (VIII c.) 
t. πρωτοκουροπαλάτης 
515-516 Χριστοφόρος Βασπρακανίτης πρωτοκυοροπαλάτης (late XI c.) 
u. πρωτονοβελίσσιµος 
517. 'AXé&vog Σιαούς πρωτονοβελίσσιμος (1090s) 
518-519. Γεώργιος Παλαιολόγος πρωτονωβελίσσιμος (1090s). 
520.Γεώργιος Παλαιολόγος πρωτονωβελίσσιμος (90s of the XI c.) 
520A-B. Ῥουπένιος Θεόδωρος πρωτονωβελλίσιμος (late XI ο.) 
521. Λέων Καζάνης πρωτονοβελίσσιμος (XII c.) 
521A. Μιχαὴλ. ᾽Αμάστριδος πρωτονωβελίσσιμος (XI/XII c.) 
522-523. Μιχαὴλ. Αὐλῶονα πρωτονωβελίσσιμος (XIXI c.) 
524-525. Τατοῦλης Πακουριανὸς πρωτονωβελλίσιμος ὁ ἄρχων τῶν ἀρχόντον (ca 
1100) 
526. N., πρωτονωβελισσιμος (XI-XII c.) 
v. πρωτονωβελισσιμοὐπέρτατος 
527. Κωνσταντῖνος ΜανιάΚης πρωτονωβελισσιμούπέρτατος (second half, XII c.) 
W.TPWTOTPOESPOG 
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528. Εὐστάθιος Κατακυνος (2) πρωτοπρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 
528A. Μαρία Δαλασσίνῃ, πρωτοπροεδρίσσα 
529-536. Θεόδωρος Δοβρομιρός πρωτοπρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 
537. Κωνσταντῖος Χοιροσφόκτης πρωτοπρόεδρος (1070s-1090s) 
538, Μιχαὴλ. Σολομῶν πρωτοπρόεδρος (late XI c.) 
530, Νικηφόρος Σαραντηνός πρωτοπρόεδρος (last third, ΧΙ ο.) 
540. Νικόλαος Σινέσιος πρωτοπρόεδρος (third quarter, XI c.) 
Χ.πρωτοσέβαστος 
541. Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσέβαστος (1081-1105) 
γ.πρωτοσπαθάριος 
γα. βπρωτοσπαθάριος 
542. Βαάνης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (8405-8505) 
543. Βασίλειος Τζηντζιλύκης πρωτοσπαθάριος (ΧΙ ο.) 
544. Γεώργιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (X- XI c.) 
545-545Α. Γρηγόριος Κλιβανας πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
546. Εὐφύμιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος (X- XI c.) 
547. Θεόδωρος Κασταμονίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 
548-552. Θεόδωρος Κλάδων πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
553-554. Θεόδωρος Τατούκας βπρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
555. Ἰωάννης Ταρσίτης βπρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 
556. Κωνσταντινακος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (IX -X c.) 
557. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 
558. Κωνσταντῖνος N., πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 
559-560. Λέων B’xpwroona8aproc- πατρίκιος (X c.) 
561. Λέων ᾿Αγιοαποστολίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος XI c. 
562-564 . Μανουὴλ βπρωτοσπαθάριος(Χ - XI c.) 
565. Μιχαὴλ Ἐξαμιλίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 
566. Νικήτας or Νικηφόρος βπρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
566A. Ῥωμανὸς Βλατοποδης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 
567. Ῥωμανὸς Τριαδιτζιώτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
568. Ursus imperialis protospatharius (911-932) 
569. N. ᾽Αντιοχίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
570. N. Κυριώτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (?)(X-XI c.) 
571. N., Σκάρανος πρωτοσπαθάριος (?) (XI c.) 
572. N., πατρίκιος, B’tpwtoonabapros (?) (8205-8405) 
γΌ.πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου. 
583-591. Αρκάδιος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 
593. Γεώργιος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (first half of the XI c.) 
594. Γρήγορα βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 
595. Θεόδωρος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 
596-599. Ἰωάννης βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (XI c.) 
600. Ἰωάννης Εὐγενιανός πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (XI c.) 
601. Μιχαὴλ. Μοραπας ? πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 
602. Νικηφόρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 
603. N., β'πμρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 
yc. βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 
604. Δαυὶδ βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (870-900) 
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605. Θεοδόσιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (870-900) 
606. Κωνσταντῖνος βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (X c.) 
607. Κωνσταντῖνος βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (X c.) 
yd. πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος 
608-611. Βασίλεος Γλαβᾶς πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος (XI c.) 
612. Ἰωάννης Πενταιλας πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος (mid-XI c.) 
613. Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος (mid-XI c.) 
Ζ. rector 
614. Βασίλειος ῥαίκτωρ (IX-X c.) 
44.σεβαστός 
615. Αννα Δουκαίνῃ σεβαστή (1068- before 1136 3) 
616. Εἰρήνη Συναδηνή σεβαστή (first quarter, XII ο.) 
617. Εὐδοκία σεβαστή (XI-XII c.) 
617A. Μαρία Δούκαινα σεβαστή (XII c.) 
618. Ξένη Δοκειανή σεβαστή (XII c.) 
619. 'Aoívoc Δούκας σεβαστός XII c. 
620. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XII c.) 
621-624. Αλέξιος Παλαιολόγος σεβαστός (XII c.) 
625. ᾽Ανδρόνικος Δούκας σεβαστός (XII/XIII c.) 
625A. Ανδρόνικος Δούκας σεβαστός (end of the XIII c.) 
626. Ανδρόνικος Καματηρὸς σεβαστός (second half, XII c.) 
627-627A. Ανδρόνικος Κομνηνοδούκας Ἐν πρλάνος σοβαστος (second half, XII c.). 
628. Ανδρόνικος Ῥογέριος σεβαστός (XII ο.) 
628 A. Βασίλειος Βατάτζης σεβαστςός (last mane of the XII c.). 
30. Γεώργιος Γλαβᾶς σεβαστός (XI/XIII c.) 
Ίος Λούκας σεβαστός (ΧΙ/ΧΗΙ o.) ; 
Γεώργιος Παλαιολόγος σεβαστός (1094-1 l 19). 


; 643. Θεόδωρος Οἰναιώτης σεβαστός (late XII c.) 


644. Θεόδωρος Κωντοστεφάνος σεβαστός (XII-XIII c.) 
644A. Θεόδωρος Χλεβέριτος σεβαστός (XII c.) 

645. Θεόδωρος Χοῦμνος σεβαστός (XII c.) 

646. Ἰωάννης Δούκας σεβαστός (90s of XI c.) 

646A. Ἰωάννης Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XI-XII c.) 

647. Ἰωάννης Κωντοστεφάνος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (?) (XII c.) 
648. Ἰωάννης Ταρωνίτης σεβαστός (XII c.) 

649-650. Ἰωσὴφ σεβαστός (XII c.) 

651-652. Κωνσταντῖνος Δούκας σεβαστός (XII/XIII c.) 
653. Κωνσταντῖνος Καμύτζης σεβαστός (1130s-1140s) 
654. Κωνσταντῖνος Κλάδων σεβαστός (XII-XIII c.) 

655. Κωνστλατῖνος Ῥαοὺλ Δούκας σεβαστός (late XII c.) 
656. Κωνσταντῖνος Σαρακινόπουλος σεβαστός (XII c.) 
657-659. Μανουὴλ. Βοτανειάτης σεβαστός (early XII c.) 
660. Μιχαὴλ ᾿Ατουέµης σεβαστός (XIII/XIV c.) 

660A. Μιχαὴλ. Στρυφνός σεβαστός (XII c.) 

661-663. Νικηφόρος Δούκας σεβαστός (XII c.) 

663A. Νικηφόρος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XI-XII c.) 

664. Στέφανος Βατάτζης σεβαστός (ΧΠ/ΧΗΠΙ c.) 





665. Πανθήριος (7) Κομνηνοδουκάς σεβαστός(Χ]Π c. 
ab. σεβαστοκρατόρισσα 
666. Εἰρήνη (Κομνηνή) σεβαστοκρατόρισσα (XII c.) 
ac. εβαστοκράτωρ 
667.Ἰωάννης Δούκας σεβαστοκράτωρ (XIII c.) 
ad. σεβαστοφόρος 
ae. σιλεντάριος 
668. Ἰωάννης σιλεντάριος (VII-VIII c.) 
668A. Νικήτας (IX c.) 
αΓσπαθάριος 
669. Βαρβάρας σπαθάρισσα (IX-X c.) 
670. Θεόδωρος σπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
671. Ἰωάννης β᾽σπαθάριος (IX-X c.) 
672-676. Μισαὴλ σπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 
677. Νικηφόρος B’ σπαθάριος (650-750.) 
ag. σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος 
678-682. Ανδρέας β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (IX-X c.) 
683. ᾽Αργυρὸς β’σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος(ΙΧ-Χς.) 
684. Γρηγόριος β’'σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X c.) 
685-689. Δαμιανός β)σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 
690-692. Θεόδοτος Στουπειότης σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (XI c.) 
693. Θεοφύλακτος β'σπαθαροκανδιδαᾶτος (X-XI c.) 
694-695. Ἰάκωβος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (IX c.). 
696. Ἰωάννης σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (end of X c.). 
697. Ἰωάννης Θυλακᾶς σπαθαροκανδῖδατος (second half, XI c.) 
698-699. Ἰωάννης Ῥωμανάκης σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (XI c.) 
700-701. Παλατῖνος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 
702. Στέφανος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 
703. N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 
704. N., Μακρῆς or Ν., Μαῦριξ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου 
(second half, ΧΙ ο.) 
ah. στρατηλάτης 
705. Κοσμᾶ στρατηλάτης (VIII c.) 
ai. στράτωρ 
706. Γρηγορᾶς β᾽στράτωρ(ΥΠΙ c.) 
707. Θεοφύλακτος β᾽στράτωρ (IX c.) 
708. Φωτεινὸς β᾽στράτωρ (IX c.) 
709. Λέων στράτωρί X c.) 
710. Σισίνιος στράτωρ (VIII c.) 
aj. ὕπατος 
711. Ἐλευθέριος ὕπατος (second half of the XI c.) 
712. Ἰωάννης ὕπατος (VHI-IX c.) 
713-714. Ἰωάννης Φιλοκάλης Όπατος (second half, XI c.) 
715. Νικήτας ὕπατος (VIII c.) 
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- Chapter Two 


Offices at the Central Departments of the Empire 
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a. πρωτοασηκρητης 
716-717. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽πριμικήριος καὶ πρωτοασηκρῆτης (X c.) 
718. Στυλιανὸς Ἰασίτης ? πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πρωτοασηκρῆτης (XI c.) 
b. ἀσηκρῆτης 
719. Μουσήλιος P’ ἀσηκρῆτης (VII c.) 
720. Αναστάσιος ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 
721. Γεώργιος Μαλεῖνος ? ἀσηκρῆτις (XI c.) 
722. Θεόγνωστος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῖτις (XI c.) 
723. Θεόδωρος ὕπατος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (IX c.) 
724-726. Θεόδωρος ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 
727.Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 
728. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 
729-729Α. Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 
730-732. Μανουὴλ. σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 
733. Μιχαὴλ ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 
734. Μύρων βπµρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 
735. Νικήτας Μιτυλήναιος ἀσηκρῆτης (XI c.) 
736. Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 
737. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 
ο γραμματικός 
738. Εὐμάθιος Φιλοκάλης γραματικός (second half, XII c.) 
d. μυστικὸς 
739. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μυστικὸς (X-XI c.) 
740. Εὐστάθιος Σινωπείτος μυστικὸς (XII c.) 
741. Ἰωάννης Φασουλᾶς βέστης καὶ μυστικὸς (last quarter of XI c.) 
742-743. Νικηφόρος μυστικὸς (XII c.) 
ε.μυστογράφας 
744. Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, β᾽νοτάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱπποδόμου καὶ μυστγράφας 
Ε.µυστολέκτης 
745. Κωνσταντῖνος Σπονδύλης πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτὴς 
τοῦ βήλου καὶ μυστολέκτης (XI c.) 
g. πρωτονοτάριος / νοτάριος 
746-747. Δρόσος πρωτονοτάριος (second half, IX ο.) 
748. Θεοδόσιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πρωτονοτάριος (X c.) 
749. Μάξιμος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πρωτονοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
750. Στέφανος πρωτονοτάριος (X c.) 
751-753. Βασίλειος Χαλκούτζης νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
754. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
755. Λέων Χρυσοβαλαντίτης νοτάριος (ΧΙ ο.) 
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756. Λέων νοτάριος (7) (XI c.) 
757. Νικήτας β᾽νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
758-759. Νικήτας νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
760. Νικιφόρος νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
761. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ἐξακτωρ καὶ P’ νοτάριος 
(X-XI c.) 
h. ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου 
762 Μιχαὴλ ᾽Αγιοθεοδωρίτης ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου (XII c.) 
i. λογαριαστῆς 
762A Μιχαὴλ ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ λογαριαστὴς τοῦ προέδρου (XI c.) 
1. ὁ ἐπὶ τῶν δεήσεων 
763. N., β'σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν δεήσεων (IX c.) 
764. Μιχαὴλ. βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν δεήσεων (X c.) 
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a. γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
765-768. Βασίλειος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 
769. Ἐλισεῖος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
(X c.) 
710-781. Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (end of the IX c.) 
782. Θεόδωρος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (end of the IX c.) 
783-785. Ἰωάννης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς 
λογοθέτης ( X c.) 
786-788. Λέων πριμικήριος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 
789. Λέων πριμικήριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 
790-798. Λέων ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, β᾽πμρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
(X c.) 
799. Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 
800. Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 
801-811. Παῦλος Μονομάχος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
(Χο) 
812. Σέργιος μάγιστρος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (mid ΙΧ ο.). 
813. Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (960-963) 
814-819. Φιλόθεος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (second half, IX ο.) 
820-827Α. Φώτιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 
828. Ν., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 
829. N., ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 
830. Ν.,.... πατρίκιος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 
831. N., B) ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 
b. ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 
832. N., ἀσηκρῆτης, βνοτάριος τῶν οἰκειακῶν (XI c.) 
833 Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης, ὕπατος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 
(third quarter, ΧΙ ο.) 
ο. οἰκιστικός 
834. Νικόλαος β᾽οἰκιστικός (X c.) 
d. ἀπογραφεύς 
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835. Ν., ἀπογραφεύσοι XII c. 
ο.κόµης τῆς λαμίας 

836. Θεοφύλακτος β᾽στράτωρ καὶ κόμης τῆς λαμίας (IX-X c.) 
Επραγµατευτής 

837. Ανδρέας πραγματευτής (X c.) 

838. Πλωτινιος πραγματευτής (IX-X c.) 


3. Logothetes of the dromos . 300 


a. λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου 
839. Θεόκτιστος πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (829-842) 
840-842. Θωμᾶς πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, P’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ 

δρόμου (X c.) 

843. Λέων μάγιστρος, ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (X c.) 
844-849. Θεόκτιστος πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (X c.) 
850. Λέων κουροπαλάτης καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (963-969) 
851-854. Συμεὼν μάγιστρος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (70s of the X c.) 
855, Μιχαὴλ ᾿Αριστηνός λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (late XI c.) 
856-857. Παῦλος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (X c.) 

ϱ) πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου 
858, Παντολέον ὕπατος καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου (205 of the IX c.) 
ui edis p ων che ο λρήης καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ 

1 : 


x dni τοῦ Χρυσοτρικλίνον καὶ x ΕΕΣ 


ιρίος πὶ τοῦ pure dee de καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου (X c.). 
-χαρτονλάριος τοῦ δρόμου. 


862. Νικήτας β'πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ a υψστρνθήνου καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ 


δρόμου (X-XI c.). 
863. Χριστοφόρος πριμικήριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως (X-XI c.). 
864. Χριστοφόρος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν βαρβάρων (X c.) 


4. Logothetes tou stratiotikou 313 
865. Νικήτας, ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, β᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ 
στρατιωτικοῦ (X c.). 


5. Logothetes ton agelon 313 

866-871. Βασίλειος β'ὀστιάριος, ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ ἐκ προσώπου τοῦ λογοθέτου τῶν 
ἀγελῶν (X-XI c.). 

872. Νικήτας Χαλκούτζης βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου τῶν ἀγελῶν (XI c.) 


6. Treasuries 315 
a. σακελλάριος 
873. Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος (8205-8405) 
874-75. Ἰωάννης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ β'σακελλάριος (X c.) 


876-877. Ἰωσὴφ πατρίκιος, πραιποσήτος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος 
(X e) 
878. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ σακελλάριος (X ο.) 
879. Λέων πατρίκιος, πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β'σακελλάριος (IX-X c.) 
880. Μιχαὴλ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος (X c.) 
881. Νικόλαος Αγγούρης βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ β᾽ 
σακελλάριος (X c.) 
882. Παῦλος Μονομάχος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ 
β'σακελλάριος (X c.) 
883-884. Πέτρος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου 
καὶ βσακελλάριος(Χ c.) 
aa. νοτάριος τῆς σακέλης 
885. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου καὶ β)νοτάριος τῆς 
σακέλης (X c.) 
b. ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου 
886. Θεόδωρος f πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου (first half, IX c.) 
887-895. Νικηφόρος B’ πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου 
896. Πέτρος f πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου (X c.) 
897. Φιλιτὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου 
(X c) 
οβ᾽ βεστιαρίου 
898-902. ββεστιάριον (first half, IX c.) 
d. χαρτουλάριος τοῦ β'βεστιαρίου 
003. Ἰμέριος β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ β᾽βεστιαρίου (IX c.) 
904. Προκόπιος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ p' 
βεστιαρίου (mid of the IX c.). 
e. νοτάριος 109 ββεστιαρίου 
005. Βαάνης ὕπατος καὶ νοτάριος τοῦ ββεστιαρίου (1040s) 
906. Χριστοφόρος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος β᾽νοτάριος τοῦ βεστιαρίου 


7. The Imperial domains 328 


a. μέγας κουράτωρ 
907. Μύρων B πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ (IX c. second half) 
aa) μέγας κουράτωρ τῆς χρυσοεφίτης 
908-909. Βασίλειος Χρυσοεφίτης βσπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ 
(X-XI c.) 
910-911. Κωνσταντῖνος βσπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ κουράτωρ (X-XI c.). 
ab. νοτάριος τῆς μέγας κουράτωρ 
912-913. Ἰωάννης βνοτάριος τῆς μέγας κουράτωρ (X-XI ο.) 
b. κουράτωρ τοῦ Πετρίου 
914. Θεοφύλακτος πριμικήριος καὶ κουράτωρ τοῦ Πετρίου (X-XI c.) 
915.Ἰωάννης β)ὁστιάριος...... καὶ κουράτωρ τῶν β)οἴκων τοῦ Πετρίου (X-XI c.) 
916. Θεοφύλακτος κουράτωρ τοῦ μαγίστρου (IX-X c.) 
ο. κουράτωρες τῶν κτημάτων . 
917. Βασίλειος Καματηρὸς κτημάτηνος (XI c.) 
d. μεζότερος 
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918.Σταυράκιος β᾽μεζότερος τῆς Λαμπροῦ or Κυπροῦ ? (VII-IX c.) 
6. ἐπισκεπτίτης 
919. Βασίλειος σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης τῆς Λαμπροῦ (X-XI c.) 
f. ξενοδόχος 
920-921. Δαμιανός ββεστίτωρ Καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν (last quarter of the IX" c.) 
922. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σκευοφύλακος καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Σάµψων( mid-IX" c.) 
g. πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ β)οἴκου τῶν Μαγγάνων 
923. Μιχαὴλ. β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ 
B'otxov τῶν Μαγγάνων (X c.) 
024. Λέων χαρτουλάριος τοῦ Ψωμάθειας (X c.) 


8. Justice 337 


A. Ἔπαρχος τῆς Πόλεως 
aa. ἔπαρχος 
925. Αριστηνός ἔπαρχος (XI/XII c.) 
926. Ἰωάννης β'πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἔπαρχος (X ο.) 
927. Φιλόθεος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἔπαρχος ἱμάτιν ἐξωπρατείκον (X ο.) 
928. N., ...... β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ πρετορίου (X c.) 
ab. νομικὸς 
929-930. Γρηγόριος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ νομικὸς (705-805 of the X c.) 
ac. βουλλωτὴς τοῦ ἔπαρχου 
931. Παῦλος βουλλωτῆς τοῦ ἔπαρχου (X c.) 
b. κοιαίστωρ 
932-933. Μιχαὴλ β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κοιαίστωρ(Χς.) 
934. [Βασίλειος] Πεκούλης κριτὴς καὶ κοιαίστωρ (XII c.) 
035. Ν., Ν., βέστης, βεστάρχης καὶ κοιαίστωρ (second half of the XI c.) 
ο. κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου or κριτὴς τοῦ βῆλου 
936-938. Βασίλειος Μαῦρος πρόεδρος καὶ κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ Ἱποδρόμου (last quarter, 
XI c.) 
939. Μαριανὸς or Μαρινὸς β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου (X- 
XIc.) 
940. Χριστόφορος Τιμωνίτης κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου (second half of the XI c.) 
d. δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλης 
6. ἐπὶ τῶν κρίσεων 
941-944. Εὐθύμιος ἐπὶ τῶν κρίσεων (last quarter, ΧΙ c.) 
f. ἐξάκτωρ 
945. Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου καὶ 
ἐξάκτωρί(Χ-ΧΙ c.) 


9. Indeterminate Departments 349 


a. EK προσώπου 
946. Καλοκυρὸς Πηγονίτης σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (XI c.) 
947. Λέων σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (XI c.) 
948-949. Νικόλαος Τορνίκης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (X c.) 
950. N., σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (X-XI c.) 
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951. N., σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (X-XI c.) 
b. χαρτουλάριος / μέγας χαρτουλάριος.... 
952-953. Εὐφήμιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας χαρτουλάριος ..( X-XI c.) 
954. Λέων β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
955. Πολύευκτος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, KPLTNG ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱποδρόμου καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ... (XI c.) 
056. Δημήτριος χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
957. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
958-962. Εὐστάθιος ὀστιάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
963. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
964. Μιχαὴλ χαρτουλάριος (XI c.) 
ο.ἐπισκεπτίτης 
965. Ἰωάννης σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης (X-XI c.) 


Chapter Three 


Offices and Departments at the Army | 355 


1. Δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν 
966. Βάρδας κουροπαλάτης καὶ δομέστικος (859-862) 
967-991. Πέτρος πατρίκιος. βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων 
σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (971-7) 
992-993. Στέφανος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
(17.08.986-? ) 
994-996. Λέων Μελισσηνός μάγιστρος, ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (17^ August 986-?) 
997-999. Νικηφόρος μάγιστρος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν (1000) 
1000. Λέων Περηνός μάγιστρος Καὶ δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως (third quarter, XI" c.) 
1001. Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης. μάγιστρος βέστης καὶ δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως (1060s-1070s) 
1002-1012. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστὸς Καὶ μέγας δομέστικος (1078-1081) 
1013. Αλέξιος Κωντοστεφάνος μέγας δοὺξ ? (XII c.) 
1014. Φιλάρετος Βραχάμιος πρωτοσέβαστος καὶ δομέστικος Ἐῴας (?-1084) 
1015-1016. ᾿Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσέβαστος καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης 
Δύσεως 
1017-1018. Ἰωάννης σεβαστός καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης ᾿Ανατολῆς καὶ ύσεως 
(first half, XII" c.) 
1019. Ιωάννης σεβαστός Καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς (first half, XII" c.) 
a. τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν 
1019A. Αλέξιος Γίδος σεβαστὸς καὶ μέγας δομέστικος τῆς Δύσεως (end of the XII c.) 
1020. Μιχαὴλ. Κορδίλης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν (XI c.) 
1021. Συνέσιος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
(third quarter, XI" c.) 
b. ἄνθροπος τοῦ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
1022. Δραζιμιρ } πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος καὶ ἄνθροπος τοῦ κουροπαλάτου καὶ 
δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (1057-1067) 
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1023. Ῥωμανὸς P’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ὁ τοῦ δομεστίκος 
τῶν σχωλῶν (X c.) 
2. Στρατηλάτης 
a. στρατηλάτης 
1024. Ἰωάννης Ὀφεομάχος βεστάρχης καὶ στρατηλάτης (1060s-1070s) 
b. στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 
1025. Βρυένιος Βατάτζης πατρίκιος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως (mid- 
XI* c.) 
1026. Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητής τοῦ στρατηλάτου (XI? c.) 
3. Δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων 
1027. ᾿Αδράλεστος πατρίκιος, δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ τῆς Ανατολής (Xth c.) 
1028. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων (X-XI c.). 
1029. Νικηφόρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐξκούβιτος (X-XI c.). 
1030. Μιχαὴλ. Δριμύς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς τῶν ἐλαδικῶν, 
ἐξκουβίτων (XI" c.) 
4. Δομέστικος TOV ἱκανάτων 
1031-1037. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος P’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως (975-7) 
1038. Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων (X c.). 
1039. Κωνσταντῖνος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων (X c.). 
1040-1041. Νικηφόρος Τζουράκης / Τζυράκης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος 
τῶν ἱκανάτων (X c.) 
5. Δρουγγάριος τῆς βήγλης 
1042-1044. Κυριακὸς πατρίκιος καὶ δρουγγάριος τῆς βῆγλης (Χ-ΧΙ c.) 
α.τοποτηρητῆς τοῦ ἀριθμοῦ 
1045. Θεόδωρος Τζάντζης β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρὴς τοῦ ἀριθμοῦ (X-XI c.) 
6. Δομέστικος τῶν νουμέρων 
1046. Μιχαὴλ. πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
νουμέρων (X-XI c.) 
7. Δρουγγάριος τῶν πλοΐμων 
1047. Ἠλίας βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δρουγγάριος τοῦ πλοΐμων (IX c.) 
1048. Χριστοφόρος πατρίκιος καὶ δρουγγάριος τοῦ πλοΐμων (X c.) 
1049. Λέων πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, βέστης καὶ δουγγάριος τῶν πλοΐμων (970s) 
1050. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης καὶ δρουγγάριος τῶν πλωΐμων (third quarter, XIth c.) 
7a. κόµης τοῦ στόλου 
1051. Ἰωάννης Προβατᾶς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κόµης τοῦ στόλου 
1052. Κωνσταντῖνος κόμης τοῦ στόλου (X-XI c.) 
δ. Δομέστικος τοῦ τείχους 
1053-1054. Ῥωμανὸς β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τοῦ τείχους (X-XI c.) 
9. Δομέστικος τῶν βασιλικῶν 
1055. Κωνσταντῖνος Βεριώτης (Π)πρωτοσπαθάριος κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
δομέστικος τῶν βασιλικῶν (X-XI c.) 
10. Κόμης τοῦ σταύλου 
1056. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος πατρίκιος, κόμης τοῦ σταύλου καὶ πρωτοστράτωρ 
(9705-9805) 
1057.Ἰσαάκιος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κόμης τοῦ σταύλου (X-XI c.) 
1058 Ἰωάννης κλιρικὸς καὶ ἐπείκτης τοῦ στόλου (XI c.) 
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11. Κόμης τῆς κόρτης 
1059. Εὐγένιος κόμης τῆς κόρτης (X-XI c.) 

12. Ταξιάρχης 
1060-1061. Βραχάμιος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 
1062. Γεώργιος ταξιάρχος (XI c.) 
1063-1064. Ἐλπίδιος Βραχάμιος ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 
1065-1066. Θεόδωριος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ταξιάρχης (last quarter, Xth c.) 
1067. Ἰωάννης ταξιάρχος (X-XI c.) 
1068. Ἰωσὴφ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1069. Κούρτος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1070-1072. Λέων Πεδιάσιμος ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 
1073. Μιχαὴλ ᾽Αλνάτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1074. Μιχαὴλ Φυτιανός βπρωτο/σπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1075. Ῥωμανὸς βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1076. Ν., Δηποταμίτης σπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 
1077. Ν., Κατακαλὼν ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 
1078. N., Στραβοτριχάρης ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 

13 Ταγματοφύλαξ 
1079. Θεοφάνης Αργυρὸς ταγματοφύλαξ καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
1080. Θεόδωρος N., ταγματοφύλαζ καὶ τοποτηρητὴς (X-XI c.) 

14 Μονοστρατηγὸς 
1081-1082. Μιχαὴλ μονοστρατηγὸς (XI c.) 

15. Ακολούθος 
1083. Μιχαὴλ. ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος.... ἀκολούθος καὶ ἄνθροπος τοῦ κρατεοῦ 

καὶ ᾽αγίου ἡμῶν βασιλέως (mid of the XI c.) 

16. Οπλώτάρχης. 
1084. Δημήτριος ᾿Απόκαυκος. .... , (XI ο.) 

17. Unrelated to particular military corps 

a. πρόξιµος 
1085. Μιχαὴλ. σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ πρόξιμος (X-XI c.) 
b. τοποτηρητής 

1085Α.Βάρδας Κρατερὸς τοποτηρητῆς (XI ο.) 
1086. Βασίλειος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς (X-XI c.) 
1087. Ἰωάννης τοποτηρητής (VI-VII c.) 
1088. Ἰωάννης Αγγελος σεβαστός καὶ μέγας πριμικήριος (XII c.) 
1089. Ανδρόνικος Λαπαρδᾶς σεβαστός καὶ χαρτουλάριος (1166-1183) 





Chapter Four 
Provincial Administration 


A. With toponyms 399 
1. Αβύδος 
1100. Νικήτας B'oxpóxop, τουρμάρχης καὶ παραφύλαξ ᾿Αβύδος (mid-IX* c.) 


1101. Ἰωάννης N., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ κομμερκίαριος 
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᾿Αβύδου (XI c.) 
2.Αγχιάλου 
1102-1105. Βάρδας πρωτοπαπάς καὶ β)κουράτωρ ᾽Αγχιάλου (XI* century) 
3. ᾿Αδριανούπολεως 
1106. Χριστοφόρος ὕπατος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (822-823) 
1107. Θεοδωροκάνος πατρίκιος καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (1000-1006) 
1108. Θεοφύλακτος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βέστης καὶ δοὺξ Αδριανουπόλεως (Χ- 
XIc.) 
1109-1110. Συμεὼν βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως καὶ Μεσημβρίας 
(the 70s of the XI" century) 
4. Αἰγαίον πελάγους 
1111. Φίλιππος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Αἰγαίου πελάγους (X^ 
century) 
5.᾽Αντιοχείας 
1112. Μιχαὴλ. Ἰασίτης μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ ᾽Αντιοχείας (?-1047) 
6.᾽Ανατολικῶν 
1113. Βαλάντιος β πρωτοσπαθάριοςκαὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (IX"-X" c.) 
1114-1117. Διογένης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν (971-?) 
1118. Λέων Μελισσινός πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (the 705-805 of 
the X* century) 
7. Αρκαδιούπολεως 
1119-1121. Λέων β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν καὶ βασιλικὸς 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (last quarter of the X^ century) 
1122. Κατακαλὼν σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (the last 
quarter of X* century) 
1123-1124. ᾿Αντρόνικος διοικητὴς καὶ ἐκ προσώπου ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως καὶ 
Μεσημβρίας (the last quarter of the X^ century) 
1125. Λέων N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεος καὶ 
Μεσημβρίας (XI c.) 
8.᾿Αρμενιακοὶ 
1126. Κωνσταντῖνος Ανεμᾶς σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης ᾿Αρμενιακοῦ (X"-XI" c.) 
9. Αρτακης 
1127. Σωτιρήχος παραφύλαξ ᾿Αρτακης (first half of the ΙΧ c.) 
10. Ασίας 
1128 .Αποθήκης τῶν ἀνδραπόδων ᾿Ασίας (694-695) 
1129. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια ᾿Ασίας (755-756 or 770-771) 
11. Βαασπρακανίας 
1130-1133. Βασίλειος ᾽Αποκάπης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας (?- 
1064) 
12. Βάρνας 
1134. Ἄσωτης ἀνθύπατος,πατρίκιος καὶ πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βάρνας (?- 
1064) 
13. Βελικίας 
1135. Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βελικίας (?) (last quarter of the X * 
century) 
14. Βερόης 
1136-1143. Ανδρόνικος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βερόης (970-971-?) 
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15. Βουλγαρίας 
1144. Βασίλειος μοναχὸς, σὐγῄελλος καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας (1048-?) 
1145. Νικήτας Καρίκης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (1080s) 
1146. Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης πρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (70s of the XIth c.) 
16. Δεβελτός 
1147. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κμμέρκια Δεβελτός (832-833) 
1148. Κοσμᾶς κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8405). 
1149. Χριστοφόρος β᾽κανδιδᾶτος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8409). 
1150. Δαυὶδ β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (870-893) 
1151. Εὐστράτιος κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X century). 
1152. Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτης 7 καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (XI" century) 
1153. Βασίλειος ? κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (XI? century) 
1154-1162. Κωνσταντῖνος Συρόπουλος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κομμερκιάριος 
Δεβελτοῦ (X"-XI" c.) 
1163. Φώτιος ὕπατος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ ? (IX'^c.) 
17. Δοροστόλου / Δρίστρας 
1164-1165 Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος βπρωτοσπαδάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 
(971-2) 
1166. ᾿Αρκάδιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου (971-7) 
1167. Βασιλιανης/ Βασιλάκης ? βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X- | 
XI c) 1 
1168 Θεόδωρος πριμικήριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X? -XI* c.) 
1169. Θεόδωρος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X^ -XI* c.) 
1170-1171. Πέτρος βπµρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X"-XI" c.) 
1172. Ανδρόνικος β᾽σπαθάριος ? καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (ΧΙ c.) 
1173. Διονύσιος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI" c.) 
1174. Ἰωάννης κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI" c.) 
18. Δρουγουβιτείας 
1175. Βασίλειος Τζιρίθων ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήηλου καὶ 
Δρουγουβιτείας (505-605 of the XI c.) 
1176. Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
Δρουγουβιτείας (XI? c.) 
1177. Θεόδοτος ἀσηκρήτης καὶ κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας (XI* c.) 
1178A. Ἰωάννης Ἐλεσβαάμ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας (XI ] 
1178. Ἰωάννης N., πρωτοσπαϑάριος, ἀσηκρῆτις, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
Δρουγουβιτείας (XI" c.) 
1179. N s καὶ κριτῆης Δρουγουβιτείας (XI" century) 
1180-1185. Ἰσαάκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας (X*-XI^ 
C.) 
1186. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ..... καὶ 
ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας (X- XI* C.) 
1187-1188. Λέων N., ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτῆς.... Δρουγουβιτείας (X*-XI^ centuries) 
1189-1197A-B. Μιχαὴλ Σκληρός ῥώτοπῤοίδοος Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 
(80s of the XI c.) 
1198.Χριστοφόρος ἀσηκρῆτις, κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας (καὶ)... (XI^ c.) 
1199-1201. Θεόδουλος πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ 
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ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας (mid-XI" c.) 
19. Δυρράχιον 
1202. Νικήτας Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου (1018) 
1203. Μιχαὴλ. Μαύριξ βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου (1065-1068) 
1204. Ανδρόνικος τουρµάρχης Ῥαχιλάου, ᾿Αραχιλαβης or Δυρραχίου (XI* c.) 
20. Δύσις 
1205. Πανκράτης βκανδιδάτος καὶ κομμερκιάριος τῆς Δύσεος (X c.) 
21. Εὐξείνος Πόντος 
1206. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου (783- 784) 
1207. Μιχαὴλ. πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου 
(mid-XI" c.) 
22. Θεοδωρούπολις 
1208-1211. Σισίνιος β'πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κατεπάνω Θεοδωρουπόλεως (971-7), 
23. Θεσσαλονίκης 
1212. Κατακαλὼν βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης (mid-X" c.) 
1213. Δαυὶδ N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίικης (X"-XI" c.) 
1214. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης (X c.) 
1215. Ἰωάννης σπαθαροκανδιδατος, ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτὴς Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος 
καὶ Θεσσαλονίκης (XI c.) 
1216. Εὐθύμιος γενηκὸς λογαθεσίου ἄρκλας...... (X-XI c.) 
1217. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Θεσσαλονίκης (801-502) 
1218. ᾿Αγαλλιανὸς σπαθάριος Καὶ ἔπαρχος Θεσσαλονίκης (mid-X^ ο) 
1219. N., κομμερκιάριος καὶ ἀβυδικὸς Θεσαλονίκης (IX" c.) 
24. Θράκης 
1220-1223 Ἰωάννης νοτάριος καὶ βικάριος Θράκης (VI" century) 
1224. ᾿Αδριανος βικάριος Θράκης (VI" c.) 
1225. Βαρδάνης πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης. (first 
half of the IX" c.) 
1226. Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (IX? c.). 
1227. Λέων β᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the 205-405 of IX" c..) 
1228-1229. Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (X 
ο). 
1230. N., πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης IX" c.). 
1231. N., πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (IX c.). 
1232. Γρηγορᾶς ? β’σπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (first half of the IX" ο). 
1233. Need καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the 205-405 of the IX" c.) 
1234. N., β'σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (IX c.) 
1235-1237. Ἰσαάκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (X?-XI^ c.) 
1238-1240. Βασίλειος ᾽Αργυρός πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (20s-40s of the 
XI" c.) 
1241. Χασάνης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the mid XI" c.) 
1242. Δαυὶδ β᾽μανδάτωρ καὶ ἐκ προσώπου τῆς Θράκης (IX" c.) 
1243. Κατακαλῶν σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης Θράκης (XI^ c.) 
1244. Μιχαὴλ. Κουρτίκιος τοποτηρητὴς τῆς Θράκης (X-XI c.) 
1245-1247. Βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια τῆς Θράκης (808-809 or 810-811) 
24Α. Θράκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας 
1248-1249. Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρὸς ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ 
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Μεσοποταμίας (971 -2) 
24Β. Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 
1250-1260. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης κ καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (?-975) 
1261-1265. Θεοφάνης βπµρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
[ωαννουπόλεως (705-805 of the X c.) 
1266. Σταυράκιος β πρωτοσπαδάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 
(70s-80s of the X c.) 
1267-1268. Νικηφόρος Ξιφίας β᾽ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (2-986) 
1269. ᾿Αδράλεστος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Ode καὶ 
Ιωαννουπόλεως (last quarter of the X century) 
2405 .Θράκης καὶ Δρίστρας. 
1270-1271. Δαυὶδ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Δρίστρας (1000-7) 
24Ρ.Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 
1272. Πέτρος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ ἠβθσοτρικλίνου, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱπποδρόμου, Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (XI? century) 
1273. Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς βεστάρχης, κριτὴς tod βήλου, Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 
(705-805 of the XI century) 
1274. Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (XI* century) 
1275. Νικόλαος Ζουναρᾶς κριτὴς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (last quarter, XI c.) 
25. Θρᾳκησίων 
1276. Σισίνιος χαρτουλάριος τῶν Θρακισιάνων (Vir century) 
1277. Ἰωάννης ? πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν Θρᾳκησίων 
(IX'^ -X* centuries) 
1278. Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης, μέγας χαρτουλάριος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου καὶ τῶν 
Θρακησίων (the 70s of the XI century) 
1279. N., .... καὶ στρατηγὸς TOV Θρᾳκησίων (IX c.) 
26. Insulae (Νήσοι) 
1280-1281. Theodorus Praefectus Insularum (V*-VI* centuries) 
27.Ἰταλλίας 
1282. Μιχαὴλ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Ἰταλλίας (X c.) 
28 Ἰωαννουπόλεως 
1283-1288. Κατακαλὼν βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως (971-?) 
1289-1290. Πέτρος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως (970s) 
28A. Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου 
1292.1310Α. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου (?- 975) 
29. Καπαδοκίας 
1311-1312. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Καπαδοκίας (end of the X" 
century) 
30. Κερασοῦντος 
1313. Κοσμᾶς ἀπο ὑπάτων καὶ γενικὸς κομμερκιάριος Κερασοῦντος (689- Sd 
31. Κιβεριώτων 
1314. Νικηφόρος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν EIPEDIDIDY (IX* century) 
32. Λογγοβαρδίας 
1315. Στέφανος Σερβλίας B' πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας (XI c.) 
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33. Μακεδονίας 
1316-1318. N., β'σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX* c) 
1319. Θεόκτιστος β᾽πρὠτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (mid-IX' c.) 
1320. N., πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX* c.) 
1321. Λέων β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX"-X" c.) 
1322. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X* c.) 
1323-1324. Σωτήριχος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X^ c.) 
1325. Γουδέλιος ? βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X-XI c.) 
1326. Θεοφύλακτος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X"-XI" c.) 
1327. Ἰσαάκιος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (XI? c.) 
1328. Ῥωμανὸς πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (x^ c.) 
1329-1332. Ῥωμανὸς ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X c.) 
1333, N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X"-XI" c.) 
1334. N., β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 
(X c.) 
1335. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X 
e.) 
1336, Δοβρυνος or Δοβρυλος N. » στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (XI* c.) 
1337. Ἰωάννης p' σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτός καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μακεδονίας (last quarter 
IX* e) 
. Θεόφιλος πρωτονοτάριος Μακεδονίας (mid-IX" c.) 
00 MA. Μακεδονίας καὶ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 
1339. Στέφανος πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, καὶ πραίτωρ Μακεδονίας καὶ 
Αδριανουπόλεως (third quarter of the XI" c.) 
14. Μεσημβρίας . 
1340, Αλέξιος β'σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (X c.) 
1341. Βασίλεος ? β'σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (IX-X c.) 
1342. Γεώργιος β'σπαθάριος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (IX"-X" c.) 
1343. Παγκράτιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας καὶ 
κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (X^ century) 
1344-1345. Νικόλαος β᾽᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μεσημβρίας (X c.) 
1346. Βλαδτζερτης / Βαλατζέρτης μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας (605-705 
of the XI c.) 
1347. N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς 
Μεσημβρίας ὁ ἄνθροπος τοῦ βασιλέος (XI* c.) 
35. Μεσοποταμίας 
1348. Ν.,......καὶ στρατηγὸς Μεσοποταμίας (IX*-X" c.) 
1349. Miyana βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Μεσοποταμίας (1060s-1070s) 
1350-1352. N., β'σπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μεσοποταμίας (IX c.) 
1353-1355. Λέων β’σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης Μεσοποταμίας (X c.) 
36. Μιτυλήνης 
1356. Ἰωάννης N., κριτὴς καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ Μιτυλήνης (ΧΙ c.) 
37. Μογλενῶν 
1357. Ἰωσὴφ Μανιάκης τουρμάρχης τῶν Μογλενῶν (XI? c.) 
38. Μοσυνόπολις 
1358. Εὐστάθιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς Μοσυνόπολεως (XI? c.) 
39. Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
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1359. Ῥοῦσος σπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI c.) 
40.Νέος Στρυμὼν 
1360-1365. Στέφανος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος (971- 
976) 
41.Νικοπόλων 
1366 Ἰωάννης Πηγονίτης στρατηγὸς Νικοπόλων (second half of the XI" c.) 
42. Νίσος 
1367-1367A. Νικηφόρος Δεκανός κουροπαλάτης καὶ ἀναγραφεύς Νίσος (XI-XII c.) 
43. Ὀφίκιον 
1368-1369. Ν.,.. καὶ κόμης τοῦ θεοφυλάκτου β᾽ Ὀφικίου (VIII-IX^ c.) 
1370. Λέων Περινός τοποτηρητὴς tod Ὀφικίου (XI* c.) 
1371. Νικήτας πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱπποδρόμου, τοῦ βήλου καὶ αναγραφεὺς τοῦ Ὀφικίου (XI* century) 
44. Ὀπτιμάτων 
1372. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης καὶ κριτῆς τῶν Ὀπτιμάτων (third quarter of the XI" c.) 
49. Παραδουνάβου 
1373-1375. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω 
Παραδουνάβου (50s of the XI" century) 
1376. Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος, ἀνθύπατος, βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω 
Παραδουνάβιτον (1050s-1060s) 
1377. Συμεὼν βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1060s) 
1378-1379. Μιχαὴλ βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (60s of the XI c.), 
50. ΠατζιναΚκίας 
1380. Ἰωάννης Κεγένης μάγιστρος καὶ ἄρχων Πατζινακίας (1050-1051) 
51. Παφλαγονίας 
1381. Ῥωμανός πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Παφλαγονίας (ΧΙ c.) 
52. Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 
1382-1383. Λέων Νικερίτης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ 
Ἑλλάδος (last quarter of the XI" century) 
53. Πλίσκοβα 
1384. Φιλόθεος Φραγκοπούλος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ ORDUCO καὶ 
στρατηγὸς Πλίσκοβα (XI" c.) 
54. Πρεσθλάβας - Πρεσθλαβίτζας 
1385-1392. ᾿Αέτιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσθλαβίτζας (first quarter of 
the ΧΙ ο.) 
1393-1396. ᾽Ανδρόνικος Δούκας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς µεγαλης 
Πραισθλάβας or Πραισθλάβίτζας (1030s-1040s) 
1397- 1403A. Ἰωάννης βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσκλάβας (X-XI c.) 
1404-1405. Ἰωάννης Μαλέας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσθλάβας or 
Περσθλαβίτζας (first half of the XI" c.) 
1406. Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσθλαβίτζας (1030s-1040s) 
1407-1413. Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνός πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου 
καὶ στρατηγὸς Περδσλάβας (first quarter of the XI* c.) 
1414-1419. Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσθλαβίτζας 
(mid-XI c.) 
1420. Μάλις πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσκλαβίτζας (XI c.) 
1421-1422. Μελίας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσθλαβίτζας (XI c.) 
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55.Ῥαιδεστός 
1423. Δαυὶδ β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ βασιλικὸς (?) Ῥαιδεστός (X c.) 
56.Ῥυνδάκος 
1424-1426. Θεοφάνης .....καὶ διοικιτὴς τοῦ Ῥυνδάκου καὶ τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (XI c.) 
57. Σάμος 
1427-1428. Θεόφυλος ᾽Αγιοζαχαρίτης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Σάμος (10305- 
10405) 
1429-1430. Χριστόδουλος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Σάμος (X*-XI" c.) 
58. Σελευκείας 
1431. Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτις καὶ κρητὴς Σελευκείας (X*-XI" c.) 
59. Στρυμόνος καὶ Βολεροῦ 
1432. Συμεὼν β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν κρητὴς Στρυμόνος καὶ 
Βολεροῦ (X-XI c.) 
60. Σωτηρουπόλεως καὶ ᾿Ανακουπίας 
1433. Νικόλαος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτριγκλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς 
Σωτηρουπόλεως καὶ ᾿Ανακουπίας (XI c.) 
61. Στρουμίτζας 
1434. Φαραζμάνης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Στρουμίτζας (mid-XI c.) 
62. Στρυμῶνος 
1435. Λύκαστος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Στρυμῶνος( X" century) 
63. Σωζοπόλεος 
1436. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ κλεισουριάρχης Σωξοπόλεως (second quarter 
of the IX" century) 
64. Φιλιππουπόλεως 
1437. Κωνσταντῖνος Πέτρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(X!-XI" c.) 
1438. Δημήτριος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως (X*-XI* c.) 
1439-1440. Apyvpdc Καρατζᾶς πρωτοκουροπαλάτης καὶ δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(1092-1095) 
65. Χερσώνος 
1441. Λέων (?) βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Χερσώνος (X-XI c.) 
1442. Ἰωάννης (2) κουμμερκιάριος Χερσώνος (IX-X c.) 
1442A. Σέργιος κανδῖδατος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος Χερσονως (IX c.) 
66. Χρυσοπόλεως 
1443.Ἰωάννης χαρτουλάριος, γεννηματικὸς Χρυσοπόλεως καὶ τῶν πόρος (X c.) 


B. Without toponyms 482 
1. Δοὺξ-κατεπάνω 

1444. Ανδρόνικος Φιλοκάλης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω (10605- 10709) 

1445-1446. Βαρδάνιος Βαλανέας δισύπατος Καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s) 

1447. Βαρδάνιος Βαλανέας πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω(]0505-10609) 

1448. Βασιλάκης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ (7-1078) 

1449-1451. Βασίλειος ᾿Αποκάπης μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ (1064-1065) 

1452. Βρυένιος Βατάτζης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s-1060s) 

1453. Γεώργιος Μονομαχάτος μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ (10705) 

1454-1461. Γρηγόριος Μαυροκατακαλὼν ἀνθύπατος καὶ κατεπάνω (10509) 


29 





1462. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν βέστης, ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s) 

1463. Ἰωάννης Γαβαλᾶς βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω (third quarter, XI c.) 

1464. Ἰωάννης Συναδηνὸς κουροπαλάτης καὶ δοὺξ (late XI c.) 

1465-1466. Κατακαλὼν / Καμένος ανθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s- 
10609) 

1467-1474. [Γριγόριος] Κουρκούας δοὺξ (late XI c.) 

1475-1478. Κωνσταντῖνος Δαλασηνὸς πρόεδρος καὶ δουξ (1050s-1060s) 

1479-1482. Κωνσταντῖνος Οὐμπερτοπούλος (1080s-1090s) 

1483. Λανδούλφος σεβατός καὶ δοὺξ (XI-XII c.) 

1484. Μιχαὴλ. Μαύριξ μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (1068-1070) 

1485-1486. Νικήτας Γλαβᾶς μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s-1070s) 

1487. Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s) 

1488-1489. Νικηφόρος Σαραντηνός πρόεδρος, μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (last third, 
XI c.) 

1490-1491. Ῥωμανὸς Διογένης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s-1060s) 

1492-1493. Σαμουὴλ ᾿Αλουσιάνος πρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ (early 1070s). 

1493A. Στέφανος Κοντοστέφανος νωβελλίσιμος καὶ δοὺξ (before 1094) 

1494. N., Γλαβᾶς βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s) 
2. Στρατηγὸς 

1495-1502 Aéttoc πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (first quarter of the XI c.) 

1503. Αναστάσιος Πολύς πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 

1504. Ανδρόνικος N., δισύπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half of the XI c.) 

1505-1509. ᾿Αντρόνικος στρατηγὸς (second half of the XI c.) 

1510-1516. Αρκάδιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 

1517-1521. Βαρδάνιος Βαλνέας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 

1522. Βάρδας Καζάνης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half, XI ο.) 

1523. Γεώργιος Κακίκης στρατηγὸς (second half of XI c.) 

1524-1525. Γρηγόριος Αλανός πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half of XI c.) 

1526. Γρηγόριος Κλάδων πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s-1060s) 

1527-1527A. Γρηγόριος Μαυροκατακαλὼν πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s-1060s) 

1528. Γρηγόριος Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στραςηγὸς (XI c.) 

1529. Δημήτριος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 

1530-1531. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s) 

1532. Εὐστάθιος Αλακσεύς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XIc.) 

1533. Θεόδωρος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 

1534. Θεόδωρος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 

1535. Θεόδωρος Κασνίτζης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 

1536-1538. Θεόδωρος Κασσητερᾶς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 

1539-1544. Θεοδώρητος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 

1545. Ἰωάννης βπµρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (IX c.) 

1546. Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1030s-1040s) 

1547. Ἰωάννης Νεστόγγος πρόεδρος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1070-1080s) 

1548. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (end of the XI c.) 

1549 Κωνσταντῖνος Δηογένης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 

1550-1550A. Κωνσταντῖνος Κασιανός πρωτοσπαθάριος-ύπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
(10305-1 0509) 

1551. Κωνσταντῖνος Ξαντᾶς πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s) 
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1552. Κωνσταντῖνος Ὠπός πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1030s-1040s) 
1553. Κωνσταντῖνος ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid of the XI c.) 
1554. Κωνσταντῖνος ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (IX c.) 
1555. Λέων πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1556. Λέων Γουδέλης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 
1557-1558. Λέων Κρατερὸς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1559 Λέωον Πάρδος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1560-1565. Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1566-1567. Λέων Πιλένης βεστάρχης καὶ στρατηγὸς (third quarter, XI ο.) 
1568. Μαριανὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
1569. Μιχαὴλ β᾽µπμρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
1570. Μιχαὴλ. Στυπειώτης βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
1571. Μιχαὴλ. Ταρχανειώτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half of the XI c.) 
1572-1573. Μιχαὴλ Ταρχανειώτης πατρίκιος, πρωτοανθύπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
(1080s-1090s) 
1574-1575. Μιχαὴλ β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς ...... (X-XI c.) 
1576-1578. Νικήτας Κασνίτζης πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ 
στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1579. Νικήτας / Νικηφόρος Ἰασίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1550. Νικηφόρος Φιλοκάλης στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1581. Νικόλαος N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
1552. Νικόλαος (7) πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (505-605 of the XI c.) 
1583. Νικόλαος β᾽µμρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
1584. Ῥωμανὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στραςηγὸς (XI c.) 
1585. Ῥωμανὸς N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στραςηγὸς (XI c.) 
1586. Στέφανος στρατηγὸς (last quarter of the X c.) 
1587-1589. Ταυρῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
1590-1594. Τζυορβανέλης ᾿Αποχαρπης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (ca. 1000) 
1595-1596. Βάλς or Βαλσάρ..................... καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1597. N., Γοτανιτζης... καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
1598-1600. Λέων or Θεόδωρος N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (ΧΙ ο.) 
1601. N., Μαλέσης πρωτοσπαθάριος-ύπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
3. Κλεισουριάρχης 
1602. Καλοκυρὸς Σαρακηνόπουλος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κλεισουριάρχης (X-XI c.) 
-4. Τουρμάρχης 
1603. Ἰωσὴφ N., τουρμάρχης (XI c.) 
1604. Κωνσταντῖνος τουρμάρχης καὶ κουμμερκιάριος.... (X c.) 
1605. Λέων N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1606. Λυκανδὸς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης(Χ-ΧΙ c.) 
1607. Νικήτας β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1608. Νικόλαος τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1609. Στέφανος β’σπαθάριος καὶ τουρμάρχης (VII-IX c.) 
1610-1611. Χριστοφόρος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 
1612. Χριστοφόρος N., β'σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 
5. Κουμμερκιάριος 
1613. ᾿Αγαθόνικος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος (X-XI c.) 
1614. Εὐστράτιος Ῥωμανάκης κομμερκιάριος (XI c.) 
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1615. Καλοκύρις N., κομμερκιάριος ? (X-XI c.) 

6. Κόμης 
1616. Θεόδωρος Φιλιππούπουλος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κόμης 
1617. Κάλος Μαῦρος κόμης (XI c.) 


Chapter Five 
Ecclesiastical Administration 


A. In the Capital 527 


1. Patriarchal Seals 
1618. Ἰωάννης H’ (21. 01. 837 - 04. 03. 943). 
1619. Θεοφύλακτος (933-956) 
1620. Νικάλαος y' (1084 - 1111) 
1621. Λουκᾶς (1157 - 1170) 
1622. Γεώργιος B’ (10. 09. 1191 - 07. 07. 1198) 
1623. Μακάριος (June 1377 - July 1379; July 1390 - January 1391) 
1624. N., XII-XIII c. 
2. Offices at the Patriarchate 
α.χαρτουφύλαξ 
1625. Σαμουὴλ. Μαυροπόδης χαρτοφύλαξ (second half of the XII c.) 
b. σκευοφύλαξ 
1626. Ἰωάννης Παντεχνῆς σκευοφύλαξ (505-605 of the XII c.) 
3. Offices at the Patriarchal Chancery 
à. νοτάριος 
1627-1631. Ἰωάννης κουβουκλήσιος καὶ νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 
b. χαρτουλάριος 
1632. Ἰωάννης δαάκονος τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκλησίας καὶ χαρτουλάριος (second half XI c.) 
1633. Χριστοφόρος βκληρικὸς καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 
4. Patriarchal Titles 
a. κουβουκλήσιος 
1634. Βασίλεος κουβουκλήσιος καὶ καθηγούμενος (IX-X c.) 
1635. Λέων κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 
1636. Νικήτας κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 
1637-1638. Νικήτας κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 
1639. Νικήτας (μοναχὸς) καὶ κουβουκλήσιος ( X-XI c.) 
1640. Σισίνιος κληρικὸς καὶ κουβουκλήσιος ( X-XI c.) 
b. σύγκελλος /πρωτοσύγκελλος 
1641. ᾿Απλασάκης πρωτοσύγκελλος (third quarter of the XI c.) 
1642. Θεοδούλος μοναχὸς καὶ σύγκελλος (third quarter of the XI c.) 
1643. Στέφανος πρωτοσύγκελλος (third quarter of the XI c.) 
5. Churches and their officies in capital 
a. ἐκκλησέκδικοι 
1644-1648 . ἐκκλησέκδικοι τῆς Αγίας Σοφίας (ΧΠ-ΧΗΙ c.) 
b. τῆς Νέας 
1649. Βασίλειος ῥαίκτωρ καὶ οἰκονόμος τῆς Νέας (IX-X c.) 
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1650. Θεοδούλος μοναχὸς, σύγκελλος καὶ οἰκονόμος τῆς Νέας (third quarter of the XI c.) 
1651. Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ οἰκονόμος τῆς 
Νέας (X-XI c.) 
6. Monasteries in the capital and unspecified locations 
1652. Λαύρας τοῦ kop ᾽Αντωνίου(Χ]ς.) 
1653. Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Βλαχερνιτίσσα (XII p.) 
1654. Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Περίβλεπτος (second half of the XII c.) 
1655. Θεόδοτος ἡγούμενος (IX c.) 


B. Dioceses and Monasteries in the Provinces 547 


1. Αβύδος 
1656-1657. Νικόλαος Αβύδος (XI c.) 
2.Αγχιάλου 
1658-1662. Θεόδωρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αγχιάλου (second half of the XI c.) 
1663-1665. Νικηφόρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾽Αγχιάλου (1070s-1090s) 
1666. Στέφανος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αγχιάλου( second half of the XI c.) 
3.᾽Αδριανούπολεως 
1667. Νικόλαος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (970s) 
1668. Γρηγόριος or Πανθεριος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως( XI century ) 
1669. Seals of a metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XI c.) 
1670. Seals of a metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XI c.) 
1671. Εὐστάθιος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (ΧΙ c. ) 
1672. N., metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XII c.) 
4. ᾿Αἶνιος 
1673. ᾿Ανδρόνικος ᾿Αἶνιος (XI-XII c.) 
5.Αρκαδιούπολεως 
1674. Στέφανος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (X-XI c.) 
6. Αχριδός 
1675-1676.Θωμᾶς ἐπίσκοπος ᾿Αχριδοῦ (X-XI c.) 
1677. Θεόδωρος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (XI-XII c.) 
1678-1679. Εὐσταθιος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (X-XI c.) 
7. Βελεβουσδίου | 
1650.Ἰωάννης ἐπίσκοπος Βελεβουσδίου (second half of the XII c.) 
8. Βελικίας 
1681 Βασίλειος ἐπίσκοπος Βελικίας (X-XI ο.) 
1682. Στέφανος ἐπίσκοπος Βελικίας (X-XI c.) 
9, Βερόης 
1683-1684. Χριστοφόρος πρόεδρος Βερόης (XI-XII c.) 
10. Βουλγαρίας 
1685. Ἠσαΐας ἐπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (IX c.). 
1686-1699. Γεώργιος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (?-893). 
1700. Ἰωάννης μοναχὸς καὶ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (second half of the XI c.). 
1701. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (second half of the XII c.) 
1702. Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (XIV c.) 
11. Βρύσεως 
1703. Νικηφόρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βρύσεως (X-XI c.) 
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12. Γαγγρῶν 
1704. Μιχαὴλ. o τοῦ Γαγγρῶν (ΧΗ c.) 
13. Γάνος 
1705. Θεοδώρητος πρῶτος τοῦ Γάνου (XI c.) 
14. Δαφνί 
1706. Ἡ Θεοτόκος 0 Δαφνίν (XI-XII c.) 
15. Δεβελτός 
1707-1708. Κωνσταντῖνος ἐπίσκοπος Δεβελτοῦ (X-XI c.) 
16. Δρίστρας 
1709-1710. Δέοντιος μοναχός καὶ ἐπίσκοπος Δρίστρας (505 of the ΧΙ ο.) 
1711-1715. Χριστοφόρος μητροπολίτης Δρίστρας καὶ πρωτοσύγκελλος (80s of the XI c.) 
17. Ἐφέσος 
1716. Θεοφύλακτος σύγκελος καὶ μητροπολίτης Ἐφέσου (second half of the XI c.) 
1716A. Φιλούμενος αρχιεπίσκοπος Ἐφέσου (VII-VIII c.) 
18. Ευθυμίου τοῦ Μεγάλου 
1717. Τῆς λαύρας τοῦ ἁγίου Εὐθυμίου τοῦ Μεγάλου (XII c.) 
19. Εὐχαΐτα 
1718. Φιλόθεως σύγκελλος καὶ μητροπολίτης Εὐχαΐτων (70s of the Xth ο.) 
20. Θεοβουλεία 
1719-1720. Νικόλαος ἐπίσκοπος Θεοβουλεία (second half of the IX" c.) 
21. Θετταλῶν 
1721. Λέων Ἰταλιώτης θύτης Θετταλῶν (XII c.) 
22. Ἰωαννουπόλεως 
1722-1724. Στέφανος μητροπολίτης Ἰωαννουπόλεως (the 70s of the X century) 
23. Κουτζιάγρων 
1725. Στυλιανός ἐπίσκοπος Κουτζιάγρων (early X c.) 
24. Κυρικῶν 
1726-1727. Λέων μαΐστωρ τῆς σχολη τῶν κηρύκω (XI c.) 
25. Κωνστάντειας 
1728-1729. Ν., πρόεδρος Κωνστάντειας (XI-XII c.) 
1730. Μεθόδιος ἐπίσκοπος Κωνστάντειας (X-XI c.) 
26. Μαγνησίας. 
Ι730Α. Βασίλειος ἐπίσκοπος Μαγνησίας (X-XI c.) 
27. Μεσημβρίας 
1731-1735. Ἰλλαρίων ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας (ΧΙ ο.) 
1736. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας XI c. 
1737. Μιχαὴλ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας (second half of the XI c.) 
28. Μύρων 
1737A [3125]. Φίλιππος ποιμενάρχος Μύρων (ΧΙ ο.) 
29, Νέων Πατρων 
1738. Κοσμᾶς µητροπολήτης Νέων Πατρῶν (XI c.) 
30. Νικοπόλων 
1739. Λέων ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Νικοπόλεως (IX c.) 
31. Νίσος 
1740. Συμεὼν ἐπίσκοπος Νίσος (XI c.) 
32, Παπικίος 
1741. N., πρῶτος τοῦ Παπικίου (XI c.) 
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33. Προύσης 
1742. Κοσμᾶς ἐπίσκοπος Προύσης (XI c.) > 
34. Ῥωσίας 
1742A. Κωνσταντῖνος πρόεδρος Ῥωσίας (1156-1159) 
35. Σεβαστείας 
1743. Θεόδοτος μητροπολίτης Σεβαστείας (XI c.) 
36.Σεβάστις 
1744. Λέοντι Σεβάστις (XI c.) 
37. Σεβεριάδος 
1745-1747. Γρηγόριος ἐπίσκοπος Σεβεριάδος (X-XI c.) 
38. Σέρραι 
1748. Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης Σερρῶν (X c.) 
39. Σοφρώνης τοῦ Ἑνλινίτου 
1749. Μονὴ Σοφρώνης τοῦ Ἐνλιυίτου πατρίκιος (X c.) 
40. Σωζοπόλεος 
1750. Γερμανὸς ἐπίσκοπος Σωζοπόλεος (IX-X c.) 
1751. N., ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Σ......ολιτων (X c.) 
41. Τραπεζοῦντος 
1752. Φωτεινός ἐπίσκοπος Τραπεζοῦντος (IX c.) 
42. Τριαδίτζης 
1753. Νικήτας ἐπίσκοπος Τριαδίτζης (XI-XI c.) 
43, Φιλιππούπολεως 
1754-1754Α. Βασίλειος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI c.) 
1755. Θεόγνωστος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (X-XI c.) 
1756. Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI c.) 
44. Χρυσοκεφάλος 
1757-1759. Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Χρυσοκεφαλου (XI c.) 


C. Seals of Prelates of unspecified sees 583 


1760. Nonella bishop (VII c.) 

1761. Ανδρέας μητροπολίτης (VII c.) 

1762-1763. Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης (X-XI c.) 
1764. Νικόλαος ἐπίσκοπος.......... (Χο) 

1765. Νικόλαος μητροπολίτης... ... (X-XI ο) 
1766. N., πρεσβύτερος, ἡγούμενος ...( ΧΙ ο.) 

1767. Βασίλειος πρεσβύτερος ...(X- XI c) 

1768. Ν., ποιμὴν (ΧΙ ο.) 

1769. Μονῆς τῆς... ... XI c. 

1770. Στέφανος ἡγουμένος ........ (X-XI c.) 


D. Monks and Clerics 587 


1771. Γαβριὴλ. μονοαμαρτολός (last quarter of the IX c.) 
1772. Εὐστάθιος ἁμαρτωλός (last quarter of the IX c.) 
1773. Ἰωσὴφ ἁμαρτωλός (XI c.) 
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1774. Λέων ἁμαρτωλός (XI c.) 

1775-1777. Γρηγόριος βκληρικὸς (X-XI c.) 
Ι778.᾽Αλύπιος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 

1779. Αρσένιος μοναχὸς καὶ βκληρικὸς (X-XI c.) 
1780. Αρσένιος Τζαμπλάκων μοναχὸς (XIV c.) 
1781-1782. Θεόκτιστος μοναχὸς (X-XI c.) 

1783. Λέοντιος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 

1784 . Μαρία μοναχή (XI c.) 

1785. Ξένη πρωτοβεστιαρίᾳ μοναχή (XI c.) 

1786. Νικόλαος Πεντακτένης μοναχὸς..... ? (XI c.) 
1787. Νικόλαος μοναχὸς (IX-X c.) 

1788. Νικόλαος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 

1789. Πέτρος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 

1790. Στέφανος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 

1791. Συμεὼν μοναχὸς (XI c.) 


E. Miscellaneous offices and titles ο 503 


1792. Αντώνιος μοναχὸς καὶ πρεσβύτερος (last quarter of the IX c.) 
1793.’ Ιωάννης ὁ τοῦ ᾿Αλεξιώτου πρεσβύτερος (XI c.) 

1794. Νικόλαος πρεσβύτερος (XI ο.) 

1795. Γρηγόριος Άγκυρας ....... (end of the XI c.) 

1796. Ατανάσιος μοναχὸς ...... (X-XI c.) 


Chapter Six 
Seals of Private Persons 


A. With patronyms 599 


1797. Αγγελος Μιχαὴλ. (XII c.). 

1798-1799. ᾿Αγγέλίνα Κομνηνὴ [Μαρία] wife or sister of the sebastokrator (XII c.) 
1800-1802. ᾽Αγιοζαχαρίτης Στυλιανὸς (XI c.) 

1803. ᾽Αγιοθεοδωρίτης Μιχαὴλ (XII c.) 

1804-1806. ᾿Αγιοστεφανίτης Θεόδωρος (XII c.) 
1807-09. ᾿Αγιοστεφανίτης Κατακαλὸν (XI-XII c.) 
1809A. ᾿Αδριανὸς Ζαχαρίας (late XI c.) 

1810. ᾿Αηλγαζῆς Δημήτριος (XIII c.) 

1811. ᾿Αλανος Γρηγόρηος (X c.) 

1812. ᾿Αλτούμης Ἰωάννης (XIII c.) 

1813-1815. ᾽Αλοπὸς Κωνσταντῖνος (last quarter of XI c.) 
1816. ᾿Αμασειάνος Ἰωάννης (last quarter of XI c.) 

1817. ᾽Απλουχεῖρας Ῥωμανὸς (last quarter of the XI c.) 
1818. Apiéfmg (late XI c.) . 
1819. ᾿Αριστηνάς Μαρία (late XI c.) 

1819A. ᾽Αρβαντίνος Ἰωάννης (XI-XII c.) 
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1819B ᾿Αρσακίδης Γρηγόριος (the last quarter of the XIth c.) 
1820-1821.'Apcaxtóng Τικράνιος (second half of XI c.) 
1922.Αστραμηνος Λέων (XII-XIII c.) 

1823. ᾿Ατζίμης Ἰωάννης (XIII-XIV c.) 

1824. ᾽Αττικὸς Λέων (XII c.) 

1825. Βαάνισσα Μαρία (IX c.) 

1826. Abraham bar Bakos (XI c.) 

1827. Βαλβυνος Ἐὐστάθιος (second half of the XI c.) 
1828-1829. Βασκινὸς Γρηγόριος (end of the X c.) 
1830-1831 Βατάτζης Βρυένιος (second half of the XI c.) 
1832. Βατάτζης Γεώργιος (late XI c.) 

1833-1834 Βατάτζης Ἰωάννης (XII-XIII c.) 

1835. Βατάτζης Iwond (XI-XIII c.) 

1836. Βατάτζης N., (XI c.) 

1837-1838. Βατάτζης N., (XI-XII c.) 

1839. Βεριδάρης Λέων (first quarter of the XII c.). 
1840-1841. Βηκενης Xovoévng (second half XI c.) 
1842-1850. Βήκενης Παγκράτιος (second half, XI c.) 
1851. Βερροῖτης Κωνσταντῖνος (XI-XII c.) 

1852-1853. Bodinus Georgius (XII c.) 

1854-55. Βραχάμιος Βασίλεος (second half, XI c.) 
1856. Γαβρᾶς N., (XII-XIII c.) 

1857-1858. Γιαγούπης (XII c.) 

1859. Γλαβᾶς Λέων (second half, XI c.) 

1860-1861. Γλυκὺς Βασίλειος (XI-XII c.) 

1862-1863. Gravina Alexander (XII c.) 

1864-1865. Γυμνὸς Νικόλαος (second half, XI c.) 

1866. Δαλασηνὸς Αδριανὸς (XI c.) 

1867. Δεκανός Γεώργιος (XI-XII c.) 

1868. Δελφινᾶς ? Κωνσταντῖνος (second half, XI c.) 
1869. Δοξαπάτρος N., (XI-XII c.) 

1870-1871. Δούκαινα Αννα (XII c.) 

1872-1873. Δούκαινα Εὐφροσύνη (?-1185) 

1874. Δούκαινα Πατρίκια (XI c.) 

1875. Δούκας Γρηγόριος (XI/XII c.) 

1876. Εἰρινικός Θεόδωρος (second half, XI c.) 

1877. Ἐλικιότης ᾿Αργυρὸς (second half, XI c.) 
1878-1879. Εξαβούλιτης Βασίλειος (second half, XI c.) 
1880. Ἐξουβιτος Θεόφυλακτος (XI c.) 

1881. Ἐπικερνης Δημήτριος (XII c.) 

1882. Εὐγενιώτης N., (XII-XIII c.). 

1883-1885. Εὐλόγιος Μωσῆς (XII c.) 

1886-1887. Ευστράτιος Μιχαὴλ. (late XI c.) 

1890. Ζωναρᾶς Χριστοφόρος (XI-XII c.) 

1891-1899. Θεοδωροκάνος Κωνσταντῖνος (second half, XI c.) 
1900. Θεοφιλοπούλος (XIII c.) 

1901.Ἰασιτηνὴ Εἰρήνη (XII c.) 
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1902.Ἰκανάτος Λέων (late XI c.) 

1903. Ἴσης Ἰωάννης (XII c.) 

1904-1906. Καζάνης N., (XI c.) 

1907. Καινοχωρίτης Μιχαήλ. (second half of XI c.) 

1908. Καματηρὸς Ἐπιφάνιος (late XI c.) 

1909. Καματηρὸς Μιχαὴλ (XII c.) 

1910. Καναβούτζης (XI-XII c.) 

1911-1912. Καντακουζηνὸς Ἰωάννης (XII c.) 

1913. Καππαδόκης Γεώργιος (XII c.) 

1914. Καππαδόκης Κωνσταντῖνος (XII c.) 

1915-20. Καραντηνὴ Αννα (XI c.) 

1921. Καραντηνός Μιχαὴλ. (XI-XII c.) 

1922. Καραντηνός Συμεὼν (XI c.) 

1923. Καριανίτης Ἴωαννης (late XI c.) 

1924. Κασταμονίτης Κωνσταντῖνος (late XI c.) 

1925. Κασταμονίτης Νικήτας (late XI c.) 

1926. Κίνδυνος Νικήτας (late XI c.) 

1927. Κίνναμος Ἰωάννης (second half of XIth c.) 

1928. Κίνναμος Ἰωάννης (second half, XII c.) 

1929. Κλωνάρης Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XII c.) 

1930. Κολιές Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

1931. Κομνηνὴ Θεοδώρα (last quarter of XII c.) 

1932. Κομνηνὸς Αλέξιος (XII c.) 

1932A. Κομνηνὸς, Αδριανός (1087-1103) 

1933. Κομνηνὸς Ανδρόνικος (1133-1176) 

1934. Κομνηνὸς Ἰωάννης (XU c.) 

1935. Κομνηνὸς Ἰωάννης vios τοῦ σεβαστοκράτορος (before δε, 

1936. Κομνηνὸς Ἰωάννης υἷος τοῦ σεβαστοκράτορος Ανδρονίκος Κομνηνὸς (end 
of the XII c.) 

1937. Κομνηνὸς Κωνσταντῖνος (XII c.) 

1938. Κομνηνὸς Νικηφόρος (XII c.) 

1939. Κομνηνὸς 7 Νικηφόρος (XI c.) 

1940. Κομνηνὸς Δούκας Ἰσαάκιος (XII c.) 

1941. Κομνηνὸς Δούκας Μανουήλ (XII c.) 

1942-1944. Κομνηνὸς Κωντοστεφάνος Αλέξιος (XII c.) 

1945. Κωντοστεφάνος ? Νικηφόρος (second half of XII c.) 

1946. Κωντοστεφάνος Νικηφόρος (second half of XII c.) 

1947. Κοσκινᾶς Βασίλειος (second half of XI c.) 

1948-1949. Κοστομύρης Θεόδωρος (XII c.) 

1950-1951. Κουρκούας Γριγόριος (second half of XI c.) 

1952-1955. Κουρτίκιος Βασίλειος (late XI c.) 

1956. Κουρτίκιος Κωνσταντῖνος (second half of XI c.) 

1957. Κο..ουλίτος Λέων (XI c.) 

1958-1963. Κυρίτζης Αναστάσιος (second half of XI c.) 

1963A. Λαγωδιάτης ? Θεόδωρος (XI c.) 

1964. Λαμψιταιωτης ? Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

1965. Λαπαρδᾶς7 Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 
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1966. λαχανᾶς Ἰωάννης (XII c.) 

1967. λαχανᾶς Μανουήλ. (XII c.) 

1968. Λογαρριαστὴς Βασίλειος (XI c.) 

1969. Λογαριαστὴς Συμεὼν (last quarter of the XI c.) 

1970. Δωπακᾶς Νικήτας (late XI c.) 

1971. Μαγγάνης Γεώργιος (last quarter of XI c.) 

1972. Μαδαρίτης Δαλασηνὸς Χριστοφόρος (XIII-XIV c.) 
1973, Μαλεῖνος Στέφανος (late XI c.) 

1974. Μακρεμβολίτης Ἰωάννης (XI c., second half) 
1975-1977. Μοναστρᾶς Μιχαὴλ (XI c.) 

1978. Μανιάκης Γεώργιος (second half of XI c.) 

1979. Μανιάκης N., (XI-XII c.) 

1980. Μαρσίνος Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 

1981. Μαρούληκ Ἰωάννης (1143-1180) 

1982. Μαυροθεόδωρος Λέων (last quarter, XI c.) 

1983-1984. Μαυροκατακαλὼν Γρηγόριος (last quarter of XI c.) 
1985. Μαβροκατακαλὼν Δημητριος (second half of the XI c.) 
1986-1988. Μαυροκατακαλὼν Νικόλαος (last quarter of XI c.) 
1989. Μαυροκατακαλὼν N., (XII c.) 

1990. Μελὴκ Ἰωάννης (XII c.) 

1991. Μελιγαλᾶς Γρηγόριος (X-XI c.) 

1992. Μελίτωνος Λέων (late XI c.) 

1993. Μελισσοπετριώτης Εὐστράτιος (XI-XII c.) 

1994. Μεσαρίτης Νικόλαος (XII-XHI c.) 

1995-1996. Μεσοποταμίτης Μιχαὴλ (XII c.) 

1997-1998. Μουσάραφ Κοσμᾶς (second half of XI c.) 

1999. Μουζάκης Νικήτας (second half of XI c.) 

2000. Μουστακάς Ἰωάννης ( XII c.) 

2001-2004. Μωροχαρζάνης Εὐδόκιμος (last quarter, XI c.) 
2005-2007. Νέστωρ ἄνθρωπος ἄνακτος τοῦ Δούκα (1068-1071) 
2008-2012. Πακουριάνης ᾿Ασπιέτης (XI-XII c.) 

2013. Πακουριάνης N., (XI c.) 

2014-2015. Παλαιολόγος Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 

2016. Παλαιολόγος N., (XI c.) - 

2017. Παλαιολόγος Μιχαὴλ. (XII c.) 

2018. Πολιτῆνος Θεοφύλακτος (last quarter of the XI c.) 

2019. Πανηγύρης Θεόδωρος (XIII c.) 

2020. Παξηνός (?) Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 

2021. Παξηνός Λέων (XI c.) 

2022. Παξηνός Νικήτας (XI c.) 

2023. Πάρδος Γεώργιος (XI c.) 

2024. Παυλικιανόπουλος Νικηφόρος (second half of the XI c.) 
2025. Πεδιάδιτης Ἰσαάκιος (XI-XII c.) 

2026. Πεπαγωμένος Ἰωάννης (end of the XI c.) 
2027-2028. Περδίκης Μιχαήλ. (last quarter, XI c.) 
2029. Πετριτζιότης Θεόδωρος (late XI c.) 
2030. Πολύς Στέφανος (XI c.) 
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2031-2032. Πρίγουλης Συμεὼν (second half, XI c.) 
2033. Πτωχέατης Μιχαὴλ (XI c.) 

2034. Michael grandson of Samuel (XI c. last quarter) 
2035. Σέλευκος Νικήτας (XI c.) 

2036. Σεναχηρείμ Ἰωάννης (late XI c.) 

2037-2038. Συναΐτης Ἰωάννης (XII c.) 

2039. Σκριβοπούλος Μιχαὴλ (XI c.) 

2040. Σούλης Λέων (XI c.) 

2041. Σπονδύλης Κωνσταντῖνος (1050s-1070s) 

2042. Στηθάτης Θεόδώρος (last quarter of the XII c.) 
2043. Στραβορωμανός Ἰωάννης (second half of the XI c.) 
2044-2047. Στραβυλανος or Βραβυλενος Σινέσιος (second half, XI c.) 
2048. Στρατηγοπούλος Θεόδωρος (XIII c.) 

2049. Συναδηνὸς Θεόδουλος (XI-XII c.) 

2050. Συναδηνὸς Ἰωάννης (second half, XI c.) 

2051 Σωτηλίτης Θεόδωρος (XI -XII c.) 

2052. Τακουπέρτου Ῥογέρης (end of the XI c.) 

2053. Τανούτερης Γεώργιος (XI c.) 

2054. Τανούτερης Στέφανος (XI c.) 

2055. Ταρχανειώτης Ἰωάννης (XIII c.) 

2056-2059. Ταρχανειώτης Κατακαλὼν (1074-1095) 
2060. Τεμισης or Στεµισης Θεόδωρος (XII c.) 

2061. Τζατάκης Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

2062-2063 .Τζιντζιλύκης Λέων (second half, XI c.) 
2064-2065. Τορνίκης Δημήτριος (XII-XIII c.) 

2066. Τορνίκιος Νικηφόρος (late XI c.) 

2067. Τριακοντάφυλλος Ἰωάννης (1080s) 

2068. Τριπολίτηνα Ἑλένη (XI c.) 

2069. Τριψύχης Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 
2070. Φαρακοπούλος Νικόλαος (second half, XI c.) 
2071. Φιλάγρης Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

2072. Φιλοκάλης Ἰσαάκιος (second half, XI c.) 
2072A. Φορβενὸς Αργυρός (end of the XI c.) 

2073. Φραγγοπούλος N., (XII c.) 

2074. Φωκᾶς N., (mid-XIII c.) 

2075. Χαασανόπουλος Δαυὶδ (late XI c.) 

2076. Χαβδούνιος (XI-XII c.) 

2077-2080. Χαψέ or Χαψᾶς Εὐγένιος (second half, XI c.) 
2081. Χοιροσφάκτης Λέων (second half, XI c.) 
2082. Χουσένης Ἰωάννης (XII c.) 

2083. Χρυσὸς Σωτήριχος (late XI c.) 

2084. Χρυσοστοτομίτης Θεόδωρος (last quarter, XI c.) 
2085. Ὠπός Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 


B. Homonymics Seals 
2086. Αλέξιος (XI c.) 
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2087. ᾿Αμβρόσιος (VIIIc.) 

2088. Αναστάσιος (VIII c.) 

2089. Ανδρόνικος (X-XI c.) 

2090. Ανδρόνικος (Χ- XI c.) 

2091. Ανδρόνικος (XI c.) 

2092. ᾿Ανδρόνικος / ᾿Ανδρόνας / Αντώνιος (second half of the XI c.). 
2093. Ba . . ..( XI c. 

2094. Βάρδας (X- XI c.). 

2095. Βασίλειος (end of the XI c. ) 

2096 Βασίλειος (end of the XI c. ) 

2097. Βραχάμιος (X-XI c.) 

2098. Γερμανός (second half of the XI c.) 
2099. Γεώργιος (X-XI c.) 

2100. Γεώργιος (XI c.,) 

2100A. Γεώργιος (XI c.,) 

2101. Γεώργιος (end of the XI c.). 

2102. Γεώργιος (last quarter of the XI c.). 
2103. Γεώργιος (XII c.) 

2104. Γληγόριος (IX-X c.) 

2105. Γρηγόριος (last quarter of the IX c.) 
2106. Γρηγόριος (second half of the XI c.) 
2107. Δαμιανὸς (X-XI c.) 

2108 Δημήτριος (X-XI c.) 

2109. Δημήτριος (end of the XI c.) 

2110. Δημήτριος (end of the XI c.) 

2111. Δημήτριος (end of the XI c.) 

2112. Ἐλευθέριος (XI c., second half) 
2113. Ἐπιφάνιος (X-XI c.) 

2114. Εὐστάθιος (XI c.) 

2115. Εὐστράτιος (second half of the XI c.) 
2116. Εὐφημίᾳ (second half of the XI c.) 
2117. Εὐφήμιος (IX-X c.) 

2118-2120. Ζαχαρίας (XI c., second half) 
2121. Θεόγνωστος (end of the XI c.) 
2122-2127Α. Θεόδουλος (XI c., second half) 
2128. Θεόδωρος (end of the XI c.) 

2129. Θεόδωρος (XI c.) 

2130. Θεόδωρος (end of the XI c.) 

2131. Θεόδωρος (XI c., second half) 
2132. Θεόδωρος (end of the XI c.) 

2133. Θεοφάνης (end of the XI c.) 
2134-2135. Θεοφύλακτος (end of the XI c.) 
2136. Θεοφύλακτος (XI c., second half) 
2137. Ἴσυς ? (X-XI c.) 

2138A. Ἰωάννα (XI c.) 

2138. Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

2139. Ἰωάννης (XI c.). 
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2140-2141. Ἰωάννης (XI ο.). 

2142-2143. Ἰωάννης (ΧΙ ο., second half) 
2144-2146. Ἰωάννης (ΧΙ ο). 

2147. Ἰωάννης (end of the XI c.) 

2148. Ἰωάννης (XI c., last quarter) 
2149. Ἰωάννης (XI-XII c) 

2150-2155. Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

2156. Ἰωάννης (end of the XI c.) 
2157-2158. Ἰωάννης (end of the XI c.) 
2159. Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

2160. Ἰωάννης (end of the XI c.) 

2161. Καλαμάνος (second half of the XII c.) 
2162. Κραγένης (end of the XI c.) 

2163 Κωνσταντῖνος (X c.) 

2163A. Κωνσταντῖνος (X-XI c.) 
2164-2165. Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 
2166. Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 
2167. Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 
2168. Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 
2169. Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 
2170. Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 

2171-2172. Κωνσταντινος (end of the XI c.) 
2173. Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 

2174. Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) 

2175. Λευθεέριος (XI c.) 

2176. Λέων (XI c.) 

2177-2182. Aéov (X-XI c.) 

2183. Λέων (X-XI c.) 

2184-2185. Λέων (XI c.) 

2186. Λέων (XI c.) 

2187. Λέων (X-XI ο). 

2188-2189. Λέων (end of the XI c.) 
2190. Aéov (end of the XI c.) 

2191. Aéov (end of the XI c.) 

2192. Μανουὴλ. (end of the XI c.) 
2193-2194. Μανουὴλ. (XII c.) 

2195. Μανουλάκης (end of the XI c.) 
2196-2197. Μανούλης (X c.) 
2198-2199. Μαρίας (second half of the XI c.) 
2200. Μιχαὴλ. (XI c.) 

2201. Μιχαὴλ (XI c.) 

2202 . Μιχαὴλ (end of the XI c.) 
2203-2204. Μιχαὴλ (XI c.) 

2205. Μιχαὴλ (ΧΙ c.) 

2206. Μιχαὴλ (ΧΙ c., second half) 

2207. Μιχαήλ. (end of the XI c.) 

2208. Μιχαὴλ (end of the XI c.) 
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2209. Μύρον (XI c.) 

2210. Νικήτας / Νικηφόρος / Νικόλαος (X c.) 
2211. Νικήτας / Νικηφόρος / Νικόλαος (XI c.) 
2212. Νικήτας or Νικηφόρος (X-XI c.) 

2213. Νικηφόρος 

2214. Νικηφόρος (end of the XI c.) 

2215. Νικόλαος (XI c.) 

2216. Παντολέον (second half of the IX c.) 
2216A. Πέτρος (XI c.) 

2217. Πόθος (XI c.) 

2218. Ῥωμανὸς (XI c.) 

2220. Σταυράκιος (20-30 of the IX c.) 
2221-2222. Σταυράκιος (20-30 of the IX c.) 
2223. Στέφανος (XI c.) 

2224. Στέφανος (last quarter of the XI c.) 

2225. Στέφανος (end of the XI c.) 

2226. Χριστόφορος (end of the XI c.) 
2227-2228. Χριστόφορος (end of the XI c.) 
2229. Χρύσος (XIII-XIV c.) 


C. Monogramatic Seals 


2230. ᾿Αμαζόνος (VI-VII c.) 
2231. Δναστάσιος(ΥΙ-ΝΠ c.) 
2232. ᾿Ανδρέας (VI-VII c.) 

2233. Ανδρέας μητροπολίτης (VI-VII c.) 
2234. Ανδρόνικος (VI-VII c. ) 
2235. Ανθρόνικος (7) (VI-VII c.) 
2236. Βόνος μάγιστρος (VI-VII c.) 
2237. Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 

2238. Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 

2239. Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 

2240. Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 

2241. Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 

2243. Γεώργιος (?)( VI-VII c.) 
2244. Γεώργιος (?) (VI- VII c.) 
2245. Γεώργιος ? (VI-VII c.) 
2246. Γεώργιος ? (VI-VII c.) 
2247. Γερμανός ? (VI-VII c.) 
2248. Γρηγόριος (VI-VII c.) 
2249. Ἐπιφάνιος (VI-VII c.) 
2250. Εὐγένιος (VI-VII c.) 

2251. Εὐσέβιος (?) (VI-VII c.) 
2252. Ζάρμος (VI-VII c.) 

2253 Ἡλίας (VI-VII c.) 

2254. Ἡράκλεος (VI-VII c.) 

2255 Ἡράκλεος (VI-VII c.) 
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2256. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2257. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2258 Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2259. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2260. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2261. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2262. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 

2263. Θεόδωρος (VI-VII c.) 
2264. Θεόκτιστος στρατηλάτης (VI-VII c.) 
2265. Θεόδοτος (VI-VII c.) 

2266, Θεόφιλος (VI-VII c.) 

2267. Ἰσαάκιος (VI-VII c.) 

2267Α Ἰσαάκιος (VI-VII c.) 

2268. Ἰούστος (VI-VII c.) 

2269. Ἰούστος (VI-VII c.) 

2270. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2271-2274. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 
2275-2276. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2277. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2278-2280. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 
2281-2282. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2283. Ιωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2284-2285. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2286. Io&vvng (VI-VII c.) . 

2287. Ἰωάννης (VI-VII c.) 

2266-2292. Κομεντίολος or Κλίμεντος. (VI-VII c.) 
2293. Κωνσταντῖνος (?) (VI-VII c.) 
2294. Κωνσταντῖνος (VI-VII c.) 
2295. Κωνσταντῖνος (VI-VII c.) 
2296-2297A. Λάζαρος (VI-VII c.) 
2298. Λέοντιος (VI-VII c) 

2299. Λέων καὶ Στέφανος (VI-VII c) 
2300. Ματθαῖος ἱλούστριος (VI-VII c.) 
2301. Μαυρίκιος (VI c.) 

2302. Μαυρίκιος (VI c.) 

2303. Μηνᾶς (X-XI c.) 

2304. Νικηφόρος (XI c.) 

2305. Νικόλαος (?) (VI-VII c.) 

2306. Νικόλαος (VI-VII c.) 

2307. Ὠνώριος(ΝΙ-ΝΠ ο). 

2308. Παῦλος. (VI-VII c.) 

2309. Παῦλος (VI-VII c.) 
2310-2312A. Πρίσκος (VI c.) 
2313-2317. Πρίσκος (VI c.) 

2318. Σέργιος or Γεώργιος (VI-VII c) 
2319. Σέργιος or Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 
2320 Τιμόθεος ἐπίσκοπος (VI-VII c.) 
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2321. Φιλιππικος πατρίκιος (VI-VII c.) 
2322. Φωκᾷς (VI-VII c.) 
2323. Φωκᾶς(Υ-ΝΙ c.) 


2324. 


Seals of incompleete or differently deciphred monograms 735 


Γεώργιος ? (VI-VII c.) 


2335-2367. N., (VI-VII c.) 
2368. N., (XII c.) 
2369-2378. N., (VI-VII c.) 


2379. N., χαρτουλάριος (VI-VII c.) 
2380-2382. N., (VI-VII c.) 


2383. N., σκρίβων (VI-VII c.) 
2384-2385. N., (VI-VII c.) 

2386. N., (III-V c.) 

2387. N., (XII c.) 

2388-2416. N., (VI-VII c.) 

2417 Θεόδωρος γραματικος (VI-VII c.) 


2418. 


Ευσέβιος (VI-VII c.) 


2419-2420. N., (VI-VII c.) 


2420. 


Θεοκτιστος πατρικιος (VI-VIT) 


D. Anonymous Seals 757 


2450-2585. 


Chapter Seven 


2587. 
2588. 
2589. 
2590. 
2591. 
2592. 
2593. 
2594. 
2595. 
2596. 
2597. 
2598. 
2599. 
2600. 


Seals of Incomplete Text 


A. containing the name and some other characteristics 787 


Αναστάσιος (7) βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτρικλίνου)..... (X-XI c.) 


Αναστάσιος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ ... (X-XI c.) 

Ν., Ξεντοπούλος (XI c..) 

Βαρτα Kovvnvog (X c.) 

Βασίλειος N., (XI c.) 

Βασίλειος N., (end of the XI c.) 

Βασίλειος πραιπόσιτος, B'óouóptiog. ....... (X-XI c.) 
Βασίλειος (7) βὀστιάριος (X-XI c.) 

Βασίλειος... . (VIII c.) 


N., Βατάτζης βπρωτοσπαθάριος, ταγματοφύλαζ καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
Γεώργιος..... (X c.) 

Γεώργιος..... (X-XI c.) 

Γεώργιος..... (X-XI c.) 

Γεώργιος..... (X-XI c.) 
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2601. Γεώργιος..... (X-XI c.) 
2602. Γεώργιος (XI c.) 

2603. Γεώργιος N., (XI c.) 
2604. Γεώργιος....... (IX c.) 
2605. Γεώργιος ? (XI c.) 

2606. Γεώργιος N. (XII c.) 


2607. Genethlius ex consulae ............ (VI-VII c.) 
2608. l'ov8éAng? πρωτοσπαθάριος xoi. ...... (X-XI c.) 
2609. Γρηγόριος N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ................. (X-XI c.) 


2610. Γρηγόριος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου... (X-XI c.) 
2611. Γρηγόριος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς....(Χ-ΧΙς.) 

2612. Ἐπιφάνιος / Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος Kat....(X-XIc.) 

2613. Evyéviog καὶ Ἰωάννης μαρδαῖται (X-XI c.) 

2614. Ἐὐφήμιος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου... (Χ-ΧΙ c.) 
2615. Ἐὐφροσύνη N., πρωτοπρόεδρισσα (second half of the XI c.) 

2616. Θεόγνωστος B’ σπαθάριος...... (IX c.) 

2617. Θεόδωρος .... (XI c). 

2618. Θεόδωρος .... (XI ο.) 

2619. Θεόδωρος πρόεδρος ..... (last quarter of the XI c.) 

2620-2621. Θεόδωρος πρωτοσπαθάριος kal... (X-XI c.) 

2623. Θεόδωρος N., (end of the XI c.) 

2624. Θεόδωρος N., (XI c.) 

2625. Θεόδωρος... (ΧΙ ο.) 

2626. Θεόδωρος N., (XI c.) 

2627. Θεόδωρος N., (XI c.) 

2628 Θεόδωρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Χερσόνος ? (end of the XI c.) 

2629. Θεοφάνης .... (X-XI c.) 

2630. Θεοφάνης / Θεοφάνος or Θηριάνος .... (X-XI c.) 


2631. Θεοφάνος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ....... (IX-X c.) 
2632. Θεοφάνης κριτὴς ... (late XI c.) 
2633. Θεοφύλακτος βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ του Χρυσοτρικλίνου ...... (X c.) 


^ 2634. Θεοδώριτος / Θεοχάριστος Δούκας ? (XI-XII c.) 
2635-2636. Ἰωάννης fnpotoonoO06ptoc....... (X-XI c.) 
2637. Ἰωάννης β᾽σπαθάριος (IX c.) 

2638. Ἰωάννης... ..... (X c.) 

2639. Ἰωάννης N., (X-XI c.) 

2640. Ἰωάννης N., πρόεδρος (XI c., last quarter) 

2641. Ἰωάννης Ξηρὸς (XI c.) 

2642. Ἰωάννης...... (end of the XI c.) 

2643. Ἰωάννης ....( end ofthe XI c.) 

2644. Ἰωάννης N., (XI c., second half) 

2645. Ἰωάννης N., (XI c., third quarter) 


2646. Κατακαλὼν βπρωτοσπαθάριος xai ..... (X-XI c.) 

2647. Κατακαλὼν N., ..... (end of the XI c.) 

2648. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος........ (Χο) 

2649. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἑλλάδος (X c.) 
2650. Κωνσταντῖνος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ... .... (X-XI c.) 
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2651 
2652 
2653 
2654 
2655 
2656 
2657 
2658 
2659 
2660 
2661 
2663 
2664 
2665 
2666 
2667 
2668 
2669 
2670 
2671 
2672 
2673 
2674 
2675 
2676 
2678 
2679 
2680 
2681 
2682 
2683 
2684 
2685 


2686. 
2687. 
2688. 
2689. 
2690. 
2691. 
2692. 
2693. 
2694. 
2695. 
2696. 
2697. 
2698. 
2699. 


«Κωνσταντῖνος N., ἐπισκεπτίτης (X-XI c.) 

«Κωνσταντῖνος (end of the XI c.) 

. Κωνσταντῖνος κουράτωρ (X- XI c) 

. Κωνσταντῖνος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
«Κωνσταντῖνος N., (X-XI c.) 

«Κωνσταντῖνος..... (XI c.) 

«Κωνσταντῖνος N., (XII c.) 

«Κωνσταντῖνος Αὐτωρειανός (XII c.) 
«Κωνσταντῖνος...... (X-XI c.) 


«Κωνσταντῖνος Ν., (XI-XII c.) 

«Λέον Μάκρης ? (end of the XI c.) 

εΛέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς....(Χ-ΧΙ c.) 
:Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς........ (X-XI c.) 
«Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος Kai ...... (X-XI c.) 

. Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς) (X-XI c) 


«Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος kai ..... (X-XI c.) 

. Aéov βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν .......... (IX-X c.) 

. Λέων N., (second half of the XI c.) 

«Λέων N., (end of the XI c.) 

. Aéov β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τὸν .... (end of the IX c.) 
Λέων σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ...(X-XI c.) 

. Aéov Ῥαδηνος χαρτουλάριος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης..... (X-XI c.) 
. Μανουὴλ βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ.... (IX-X c.) 

. Μανουὴλ βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτονος καὶ ... ... (X-XI c.) 
-2677. Μανουὴλ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος kai ....(X c.) 
. Μαριανός βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατνγος (X-XI c.) 
«Μιχαήλ ? (XI c.) 

. Μιχαήλ. πριµικήριος..... (X-XI c.) 

.Miyanr..... (X-XI c.) 

. Μιχαὴλ. πατρίκιος..... (XI c). 

.MwuaomA...... (XI c.) 

-2684Α. Μιχαὴλ. πρωτοσπαθάριος..... (X-XI c.) 

. Muxom Ν.,...... (XI ο.) 

Μιχαὴλ. T.. (ΧΙ c). 

Μιχαὴλ (end of the XI c.). 

Μιχαὴλ. N., (XI c.) 

Μιχαήλ ΄Αγγελός (7) (XMI c.) 








Νικήτας ἀσηκρῆτις καὶ κρητὴς Δρουγουβιτίας (X-XI c.) 

Νικήτας β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ γηροκόμοι.......... (IX-X c.) 

Νικήτας N., ..... (X-XI c.) 

Νικήτας N., ? (XI c.) 

Νικήτας βπρωτοσπαθάριος, ὕπατος .... (X-XI ο.) 

Νικήτας or Νικηφόρος βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου)..(Χ-ΧΙ c.) 
Νικηφόρος πρόεδρος Μάκρης... ... (XI c.) 

Νικηφόρος N., σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος (X-XI c.) 

Νικηφόρος...... (X-XI c.) 

Νικηφόρος... (XI c.) 
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2700. Νικόλαος μητροπολίτης ... (XII c.) 

2701. Νικόλαος σπαθάριος...... (X-XI c.) 

2702. Νικόλαος βπρωτοσπαθάριος.....(Χ-ΧΙς.) 
2703. Νικόλαος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ τουρμάρχης..... (X-XI c.) 
2704. Νικόλαος .... (X c.). 

2705. Νικόλαος Καζάνης ...?. (X-XI c.) 

2706. Νικόλαος N., (XI c.) 

2707. Παγράτιος ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος...... (XI c) 
2708. Παῦλος σπαθάριος..... (X c.) 

2709. Πέτρος βπρωτοσπαθάριος.....(Χ-ΧΙ c.) 

2710. N., Ῥαδηνὸς (XI c.) 

2711. Ῥωμανὸς ..... (X-XI c.) 

2712 Σισίνιος κουβικουλάριος .. (IX c.) 

2713. Xvoiviog . .. . . (first half of the IX c.) 





2714. Σταυράκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ TOD..... (X c.) 

2715. Στέφανος βκουβικουλάριος or κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 

2716. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ...... (ΧΙ ο.) 

2717. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτρικλίνου ἐξάκτωρ καὶ.... (X- 
XI c.) 

2718. Συμεὼν Καραντηνός (XI c.) 

2719. Φώτιος β'σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς...... (IX c.) 


2720. Χριστοφόρος βκληρικὸς καὶ κουβουκλήσιος (X c.) 
2721. N., Βατάτζης σεβαστὸς (XI-XII c.) 

2722. Νικήτας N., μάγιστρος (end of the XI c.) 

2723- 2732. N., (X-XI c.) 

2733. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος... (X-XI c.) 

2734. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγλίνου....(Χ-ΧΙ ο.) 
2735. N., (X-XI c.) 

2736. N., (second half of the XI c.) 

2737. Ν.,β᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ....... (X-XI c.) 

2738. N., (X-XI c.) 

2739. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς ...... (X-XI c.) 
2740-2749. N., (X-XI c.) 

2750. Πέτρος Γυμνὸς ? πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
2751-2752. N., (X-XI c.) 

2753. Nig eius μητροπολίτη της .... (X-XI c.) 

2754. Ν., πρόεδρος ... (end of the XI c.) 

2755-2760. N., (X-XI c.) 

2761-2762. N., ὀστιάριος καὶ εὐδόμαριος (X-XI c.) 

2763. N., (X-XI c.). 

2764. N., σεβαστός ...... (XII c.) 

2765. N., (XII c.) 

2766. N., (XII c.) 

2767. N., (X-XI ο). 

2768. N., (XIII c.) 

2769. N., (XI-XII ο). 

2770. N., (XI c.) 
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2771. N., (XI-XII c.) 

2772-2773. N., (X-XI c.) 

2774. Ῥωμανὸς ταξιάρχης τὸν..... (X-XI c.) 

2715. N., σπαθαροκαν(διδᾶτος ... (X-XI c.) 

2776. N., (mid of the IX c.) 

2777. N.,? πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πρωτονοτάριος..... (X-XI c.) 
2778. N., ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων (VI-VII c.) 

2779. N., (XI-XII c.) 

2780. N., (X-XI c.) 

2781. N., (XI c.) 

2782. Ν., (IX c.) 

2784. N., (ΧΙ c.) | 

2785-2786. Μιχαήλ. ? (last quarter of the XI c.). 

2787. N., (second half of the XI c.) 

2788-2792. N., (XI c.) 

2793. N., (last quarter of the XI c.). 

2794- 2799. N., XI c. 

2800. N., β΄ πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς.... (X-XI c.) 
2801-2802. N., β’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς ... (X-XI c.) i 
2803. N., πατρίκιος (50-60 of the XI c.) 

2804. N., σεβαστός (XII c.) 

2805. N., (X-XI c.) 

2806. Κωνσταντῖνος ? βσπαθαροκανδῖδατος ἐπὶ τὸν .. (X-XI c.) 
2807. N., (X-XI c.) 

2808. N., (Xl c.) 

2809. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος .....(X-XI c.) 

2810. Ν., (XI ο). 

2811-2812. N., (X-XI c.) 

2813. N., ποιμέν (XI c.) 

2814. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ... (X-XI c.) 

2815-2819. N., (X-XI c.) 

2820. Λέων ... (XI c.) 

2821-2838. N., (X-XI c.) 

2839. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς... (XI ο.) 

2840. N.,.. (IX c.) 

2841. Αέτιος or Αλέξιος N. (XI c.) 

2842-2843. N., (XI-XII c.) 

2844. N., πρόεδρος...... (XI c.) 

2845. N., (XI c.) 

2846-2847. N., (IV-V c). 

2848. N., Ιωανήκης (VI-VII c.) 

2849. Ν.,.. (V-VI c.) 

2850. N.,.. (XII c.) 

2851. N.,(V-VI c.). 

2852-2861. N., (XI c.) 

2862. Βασίλειος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Αδριανουπόλεως ? (X-XI c.) 
2863-2870. N., (XI c.) 
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2871. N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος..... (X ο.) 

2872. N., (XI c.) 

2873. Νικήτας βπρωτοσπαθάριος... (XI c) 

2874. N., (XII c.) 

2875, N., πρωτονοτάριος (XI c.) 

2876. N., (X-XI c.) 

2877. N., πατρίκιος καὶ ......... (505-605 of the XI c.) 

2878. N., (XI-XII c.) 
2879. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στραςηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης (IX c.) 
2880. N., (X-XI c.) 

2881. N., (IX-X B.) 

2882. N., (IX c.) 

2883. N., (end of the XI c.) 

2884. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ ................ (IX-X c.) 
2885. N., (end of the XI c.) 

2886. Σώπατρος (VII c.) 

2887. N., (second half of XI c.) 

2888. N., (XII c.) 

2889. N., (XII c.) 

2890. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ (XI c.) 

2891. Ῥωμανὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος., (XI c.) 

2892. N., πριμικήριος ., (X c.) 

2893. Νικηφόρος...... (XI c.) 

2894-2917. N., (X-XI c.) 

2918. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 

2919. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος (koi) στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 
2920-2927. N., (XI c£) 

2928. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος.....(1Χ c) 

2929. N., B’matpixiog..... (IX c.) 

2930. N, ..... AX c.) 

2931. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος..... (X-X c.) 

2932. N., ἀνθύπατος.πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X c.) 
2933-2936. N., (XI c.) 

2937. N., πρωτοπρόεδρος, (XI c., second half) 

2938. N. (XII c.) 

2939. N., (XI c.) 

2940. N., (XI c., second half) 

















2942. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος ..... (X-XI c.) 

2943. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου...... (X-XI c.) 
2944-2945 Ν.,..... (X-XI c.) 

2946. N., β'σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς...... (IX c.) 

2947-2948. N., ..... (X c.) 


2949. N., (X-XI c.) 
2950. N., Λέων βἸσπαθαροκανδίδατος.... (X-XI c.) 
2951. N., (X-XI c.) 


2952. N., Λέων πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατιγὸς..... (X-XI c.) 
2953. Ῥωμανὸς ἀνθύπατος....βπρωτοσπαθάριος... X-XIc 
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2954. Κονσταντῖνος B’ πρωτοσπαθάριος..... (X-XI c) 
2955,.Ν.,.... (X-XI c.) 

2956. Νικήτας πρωτοσπαθάριος.... (ΧΙ c) 

2957. Ν., XI-XII c. 

2959, N., ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ....... (X-XI c.) 
2960. Ῥωμανὸς or Μιχαὴλ βέστης (X-XI c.) 

2961-2962. Ν., (X-XI c.) 

2963, Κωνσταντῖνος (XI c.) . 

2964, Na (Xle) . ee 







2966-296 
2968. Ν., (end XI c.) 
2969, Νικήτας (X-XI c.) 
2970-2973, N., (X-XI c.) 


2! πραιπόσιτος (X c.) 

2975-2979, N, (X-XI c.) 

2980. Κωνσταντῖνος σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος ..... (X-XI c.) 
3981, Ν., ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος...... (X-XI c.) 

2982-2984. N., (X-XI c.) 

2985. Δημήτριος βκουβικουλάριος..... (X-XI c.) 


2986-2996. N., (X-XI c.) 
2997. Λέων ... . (X-XI c.) 
2998-3007. N., (X-XI c.) 


3008. Κωνσταντῖνος) ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος...... (mid of the XI c.). 


3009-3018. N., XI c. 

3019. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος ....., (XI c.) 
3020-3021. N., (IX c.) 

3022-3026. N., (X-XI c.) 

3027. N., (XI c.) 

3028. Φίλιππος... .(ΧΙ ο.) 

3029. N., (XI-XII c.) 

3030. Λέων... (XII c.) 

3031-3034. N., (XI c.) 

3035. N., σεβαστός (XII c.) 

3036. N., (XII c.) 

3037. N., (XI c.) 

3038. Μιχαήλ βπρωτοσπαθάριος ...... (XI c.) 
3039. N., (IX-X c.) 

3040. N., (X-XI c.) 

3041. N., (X c.) 

3042. N., (XII-XIII c.) 

3043-3044. N., (X c.) 

3045. Νικόλαος βπρωτοσπαθάριος, X c. 
3046. N., (XII c.) 

3047. N., (X-XI c.) 

3048. Βασίλειος β᾽σπαθαροκανδῖδατος......... (X-XI c.) 
3049-3052. N., (X-XI c.) 
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3053. Δαμιανός βπρωτοσπαθάριος ? X-XI c. 

3054. N., (X-XI c.) 

3055. Νικήτας σπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς τὸν ..... (X-XI c.) 
3056. N., (X-XI c.) 

3057. Νικήτας... (X-XI c.) 

3058. N., (XI c.) 

3059-3060. N., (late XI c.) 

3061. N., (X-XI c.) 

3062. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος....... (X-XI c.) 

3063. N., (late XI c.) 

3064-3067. N., (X-XI c.) 

3068. N., ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος ..... (X c.) 

3069. N., (XII c.) 

3070-3076. N., (X-XI c.) 

3077. Κωνσταντῖνος (XI-XII c.) 

3078-3081. N., (XII c.) 

3082. Νικόλαος Μαϊλόπουλος (XI c.) 

3083. Λέων ...., (XI c.) 

3084. N., (XI c.) 

3085. N., (XI c., second half) 

3086. N., B' πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς....(Χ-ΧΙ ο.) 
3087. N., πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς ..... (IX-X c.) 
3088-3092. N., (X-XI c.) 

3093. Νικηφόρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (καὶ)... (X-XI c.) 
3094. N., (X-XI c.) 

3095. Κωνσταντῖνος ? πρότος (XI c.) 

3096. N., β)ὁστιάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τὸν...... (X-XI c.) 

3097. N., (X-XI c.) 

3099-3100. N., (XI c.) 

3101. N., Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (end of the XII c.) 

3102. Ν., (end of the XI c.) 

3103. Κωνσταντῖνος πρόεδρος..... . (end of the XI c.) 
3104-3118. N., (X- XI c.) 

3119. Ἰωάννης... (Χο) 

3120. Γεώργιος ?., (XI c.) 

3121-3122. N., (X c.) 

3123. N., κρητὴς Δρουγουβίτιας (last quarter of the XI c.) 
3124. N., (XI-XII c.) 

3125. Φίλιππος ποιμενάρχος Μύρων (XI c.) 

3126. Νικήτας πρωτοσπαθάριος........... ( XI c.) 
3127-3130. N., (XI c.) 

3131. N., καὶ κουμμερκιάριος Xepoovog (IX c.) see no. 1442A. 
3132-3134. N., (XI c.) 

3135. N., σεβαστός (XI Ic.) 

3136. N., (XI c.) 

3137. Μιχαὴλ. (XI c.) 

3138-3143. N., (XI c.) 
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3144. Βασίλειος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μέγας .... (X-XI c.) 

3145. Μιχαὴλ or Μανουὴλ...... (X-XI c.) 

3146. Βασίλειος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς .... (X-XI ο.) 

3147. Κωνσταντῖνος βασιλικὸς .... (X c.) 

3148. Λέων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ .... .... (IX-X c.) 

3149. Ἰωάννης Πλαγιώτης ἱλλούστριος (first half of the VII c.) 

3150. Στέφανος Κωντοστέφανος σεβαστςός (end of the XII c.) 

3151. Νικήτας .... .... (X-XI c.) 

3152. Κωνσταντῖνος ? Μαγγανής (XI-XII c.) 

3153. N., Γαβρας (XI c.) 

3154. N., Νικήτας..... ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτριγκλίνου) (X c.) 

3155. Νικόλαος Ζουναρᾶς μάγιστρος κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 
(X c.) 

3156. N., (XI c.) 

3157. Exatepiva Μελισίνα στρατιγίσσα (X c.) 

3157.A Σινέσιος σπαθάριος καὶ τουρμάρχης Θράκης (IX c.) 

3158. N., (ΧΙ c.) 

3159. Κωνσταντῖνος......... LEXIC) 

3160. Νικηφόρος βκουράτωρ ? (X c.) 

3161. Βασίλειος δεσπότης (XI c.) 

3162. Λέων... X-XIc. 

3163. Ἰωάννης (XI c.) 

3164. Ἰωάννης Πρωτατας (XI c.) 

3165. Μιχαὴλ πατρίκιος, ὕπατος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου μέγας χαρτουλάριος τοῦ 
γενηκοῦ λογοθεσίου καὶ χαρτουλάριος τροπαιοφόρος (X-XI c.) 

3166. Μαριανός (VIII c.) 

3167. Γεώργιος (VI-VII c.) 

3168. H λαύρας..... της (XI c.) 

3169-3170. N., (XI c.) 

3171. Γεώργιος N., πρωτονοβελίσιμος..... (XIII c.) 

3172-3173. N., (XI c.) 

3174. N. σεβαστός (XII c.) 

3175. N., χαρτουλάριος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X c.) 

3176 Λέον N., (XI c.) 

3177 Λέον πρωτοσπαθάριος ? (XI c.) 

3178. Γρηγόριος N., (XI-XII c.) 

3179. Μιχαὴλ (XI c.) 

3180. Βασίλειος Βατάτζης σεβαστός (last quarter of the XII c.) 

3181. NU. αλλα (X-XI c.) 

3182. Γρηγόριος f? σπαθάριος koi ..... (X-XI c.) 

3183. Πέτρος P’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δόµεστικος..(Χ-ΧΙς.) 

3184. Λέων Δριμύς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς... ..(Χ] ο.) 

3185.N.,... (XI c) 

3186. Δαυὶδ... (XI c.) 

3187. Νικήτας... (XI c.) 

3188. N., καὶ ἐπὶ tov. . . (IX-X c.) 

3189. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος... (Χ ο.) 
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3190-3191.N.,... (IX c.) 

3192. Ν.,... (XI c.) 

3193. Θεόδωρος Ν.,...... (κοὐ 

3194. Μιχαὴλ Βουχῆς (last quarter of the XI c.) 

3195-96. N., (VI-VII c.) 

3197. N., (IX c.) 

3198. N., καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μεσοποταμίας ? (IX* cent.) 
3199. Γεώργιος... (XI cent.) 

3200. Θεόδωρος....... (XI cent.) 
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INTRODUCTION 


The beginning of this project germinated nearly thirty years ago in connection with a 
major discovery in Preslav: the chancery and archive of the local Byzantine strategos after 971. 
Then, from the search for parallels of the Preslav seals, the spontaneous idea of locating and 
gathering all Byzantine seals from the territory of modern Bulgaria began to crystallize. 

I must honestly say that before the Preslav discovery, I myself was in fact unfamiliar 
with Byzantine seals. The first specimen I had come across was when I was a curator at Nova 
Zagora Museum (1972-1974): it left me completely baffled (see no. 666). I felt quite ignorant 
in the face of this new category of specimens. 

It is useful to review here in brief the development of Byzantine sigillography in 
Bulgaria. 

In 1934, N. Mushmov published a study devoted to the Byzantine seals in the 
collection of the National Archaeological Museum. It included about fifty specimens, most 
of Istanbul origin. The material is genuinely interesting and the reading of some specimens is 
still disputed. 

The publication of 20 further specimens (Γερ8οΗΜΟΒ and MaczieB) was already connected 
with find-spots in the Bulgarian lands, specifically with Pliska and Preslav. The seals from 
the excavations of the medieval fortress near Pernik had a definite representative character. 
The publications of our Romanian colleagues (Papahagii, Banescu, Barnea and others) who 
published seals from the region of medieval Dristra preserved in Romanian collections had a 
different chronological and thematic line. 

However, a recapitulation will show that the number of the Byzantine seals from the 
territory of modern Bulgaria known in the literature did not exceed 100-150 specimens at the 
time. 

As scholarship developed further, Preslav emerged as a manifold chance event: both the 
discovery of the material and its publication, which appeared with some delay. It might never 
have seen the light of day, but history looked favorably on us at that conjuncture. The writing 
of the volume coincided by chance with the great changes that swept through our country in 
late 1989. The emblematic turning point, November 10", 1989, found me in Dumbarton Oaks 
in the United States working on the seals of the strategia of Preslav and accumulating material 
for the project. 

The printing ofthe book was likewise a matter of some chance, as many other events in 
my life, hopefully fortunate ones. An old friend and former fellow student was appointed acting 
director of the Military Publishing House and helped to provide the necessary funding for 
publication, which no other publishing house could afford to bring out at that time. The advent 
of democracy set free powerful energies for creativity and scholarship, and everything which 
was formerly forbidden was now published at a feverish pace. Scholarly literature, especially 
in the field of Byzantine Studies, was for the moment out of the question. 

It should be taken into account that the Corpus is actually a composite ‘abstract’ 
collection of Byzantine seals in the possession of various owners. I have accessed these 
seals under a varied array of circumstances, sometimes only for minutes, but since they were 
discovered on Bulgaria soil, it is I feel my obligation to present them all - this regardless of the 
incompleteness of documentation in some instances. 

Two important factors have influenced the implementation of the Corpus: my 


55 





development as a sigillographer and the reality of life in Bulgaria over the last two decades. 

My own scholarly trajectory as an expert on Byzantine seals has been significantly 
shaped of course by the finds of seals in Bulgaria, as well as my contacts with colleagues abroad, 
my specialization and other factors. I have had many opportunities to work with the leading 
authorities in the field of Byzantine sigillography, beginning with the late Nikos Oikonomides, 
then advisor for Byzantine Sigillography in Dumbarton Oaks, V. S. Shandrovskaja, curator of 
the collection of Byzantine seals from Hermitage in Saint Petersburg, Werner Seibt, director of 
the project Phototheque of Byzantine seals at the Austrian Academy of Sciences, J.-C. Cheynet 
from Paris and others. 

The realities of life in Bulgaria over the last twenty years find direct reflection in the 
collection of seals discovered in Bulgaria, in particular in its dynamism and rapid growth. 
Due to the widespread phenomenon of treasure-hunting, the amount of seals from Bulgaria is 
constantly growing, which forces the researcher into a dilemma of riches: when should he or 
she pause to codify what is at hand? 

The project Corpus is not institutionalized, but I have been actively working on it for 
30 years now, and it has gone through a number of changes. 

An initial stage was completed in 1991 in the form ofa thesis for a doctoral dissertation. 
Then the total number of seals was 1,200. This dissertation was reworked into a manuscript 
during 1997-1998, when the amount exceeded 1,800 specimens. This fact and the discovery 
in Preslav were the reasons for holding the VIth International Symposium in Byzantine 
Sigillography in Bulgaria, and specifically in Preslav. 

The publication of the Corpus in English at that time presented certain difficulties, 
largely in regard to funding. For that reason, we chose to undertake publication in stages. 

The Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria, volume 1: The Byzantine Seals with 
Geographical Names came out in 2003. It includes 1 boulloterion, and 421 Byzantine lead seals 
of dignitaries of the Byzantine provincial administration (secular, military and ecclesiastical) 
belonging to 80 different institutions in the province headed by 232 titulars. 

The Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria, volume 2: The Byzantine Seals with 
Family Names followed in 2006. It encompasses nearly 800 lead seals struck in the name of 
more than 400 individuals who were representatives of ca. 300 different Byzantine families. 

When compiling the third volume, I encountered a real problem in formulating the 
title. None of the ideas seemed fully satisfactory. Consequently, I decided to revert to the 
initial suggestion Corpus, this in keeping with the classifications made by my predecessors, 
in particular Father V. Laurent. The entire material from Bulgaria is included for the sake 
of completeness. The seals published in Volumes 1 and 2 are only documented. Of course, 
changes in the reading and commentary or new finds are duly noted. 

According to established tradition, the Corpus is provided with indexes of proper, 
family and geographical names as well as of the titles and positions inscribed on the seals. 
An iconographic index and an index of the seals with metrical texts are also included. One 
new index deals with the provenance of the seals. The specific advantage of the seals from 
Bulgaria is that information on find-spots is available for a large number of them. This index 
is perhaps the beginning of a future investigation of the settlements, towns and regions in 
medieval Bulgaria as based on the sigillographic data. 

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all who contributed to the 
realization of this project. First of all, to my family for their support during all this time, to 
my colleagues in Bulgaria and abroad for their assistance and invaluable cooperation. Last but 
not least, to my publishers and assistants who were involved in preparing this complex and 
voluminous manuscript, with illustrations, for publication in book form. 
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- Chapter One 


THE PALACE 


1. The Emperor 


He stood on top of the hierarchical pyramid of the imperial administration, which has 
been presented in the present research in compliance with the possibilities of the material. 
Both in Byzantine Numismatics and Sigillography, the reign of Anastasios I (491-518) has 
been accepted as a starting point — the period when, according to the popular expression of 
Numismatics, "sufficient changes in the representations, inscriptions and overall appearance 
of coins occurred as to distinguish them from those of the Roman Empire". 

There is close similarity in the representations on coins and seals of Byzantine emperors. 
Their dies were probably made by the same engravers. However, complete correspondence 
between the representations on coins and seals cannot be considered a rule. One should not 
rely on that in the identification of the ruler on some poorly-preserved seal. 

The material from the territory of modern Bulgaria cannot present all Byzantine 
emperors. That would depend on the possibilities of this intrinsically abstract collection, 
whose composition was for its part dependent on the historical fate of the Bulgarian lands, 
on their belonging to the Empire in definite periods of time, on the contacts with it and, last 
but not least, on the condition of the Bulgarian collections (their assemblage, preservation, 
etc.). 

Out of the four types of imperial seals (gold, silver, lead and wax, according to the 
material from which their blanks were made), only seals of lead blanks, molibdobullae, are 
known from the territory of modern Bulgaria. 

The seals of the Latin Empire, a successor of Byzantium for a definite period of time, 
have also been incorporated into the Byzantine ones. For this reason, I have also included the 
seals of the emperors of Trapezous. 

The data from the seals discovered in the territory of modern Bulgaria should be 
interpreted according to time and space, 1.e. according to the specific historical background. 
The discovery of Byzantine imperial seals in settlements which once belonged to the 
Bulgarian state attests to the Bulgarian-Byzantine relationships, while the discovery of such 
seals from periods when these regions were part of the Empire is evidence of the contacts of 
the central power with the provinces. 


1-3. Αναστάσιος, A’ (491-518) 


1. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.28699. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-20 mm. Presumably once a good 
imprint, now chipped at one end. 
Unpublished. 
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2. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D.19-21 mm. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 


3. Historical Museum Nesebar, no. 1967. Formerly collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
Pomorie (ancient Anchialo). D.19-22 (?) 5 mm. W. 8,77 g. Complete but poorly-preserved specimen. 
Corroded. 

Ed. Πμμοβα, Ραμοβησαητηῆοκη negar, ο6ρ.]. 
The three specimens were struck in different boulloteria. 
Parallels: Barnea, Empereurs, no. 1; Zacos, Seals, I, no.l; Coxonosa, Ne 6. 


Obv. Bust of Anastasios I, beardless, facing; wears crown, divitision and chlamys fastened with 
a fibulla over the r. shoulder. Circular inscription along border of dots: DNANASTAS || 
IOPERPAVG = D(ominus) n(oster) Anastasio(s) perp(etus) Aug(ustus). 

Rev. Victory, standing to front on globe, posed on τ. foot, looking |.; wears long chiton and 
holds wreath in either hand. 


4-41.Τουστιυιανός, A’ (527-565) 


4. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.44. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-18.5 (?) 4 mm. W. 7.42 g. Good imprint 
and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. MyniMoB, Ieuaru, No 1. 


. National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Formerly in the collection of the college in Silistra. D. 20-20 mm. 
Specimen in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Barnea, Durostorum, no 3. 


Un 


6. Private collection (Al. Vazov from Sofia). Find-spot: Primorsko, disc. Burgas. D. 21-21 mm. Good imprint 
and specimen in a good state of preservation. 


Unpublished. 
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' Private collection (Al. Vazov from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-20 mm. Incomplete imprint and bulla 
in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


. RHM-Shumen, πο. 13971. Former collection of Mitko Nejkov from Shumen. Found by a treasure-hunter 
with a metal detector. Initially he informed me that he had found it in the area between the villages of 
Stevrek and Cherna Voda, Targovishte region. Later, when he sold it to the Shumen Historical Museum, 
he reported a different find-spot: the land of the village of Krepcha, Targovishte region. D. 21-22 (20) 3 
mm. W. 6.20 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 

Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 85. 


ος 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14343. Former collection of Stoyan Zhechev from Shumen. Find-spot: the land of the 
village of Sushina, Shumen region. D.14-21 (?) 3 mm. W. 5.10 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state 
of preservation. 

Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 86. 


» 


10. Private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik), offered for purchase at the National Historical Museum, 
Sofia. Find-spot: Gradishteto locality, Simeonovgrad D. 16-21 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good 


state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


11. Private collection (G. Galabov from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D.18-22 mm. Excellent state of 
preservation. 


Unpublished. 
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12. Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-21 mm. Specimen in a very good state 
of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


13. Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-23 mm. Specimen in a very good state 
of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


14.Private collection (Yanko Todorov, Shumen). I examined it before it was sold. Find-spot: uncertain. D.18-22 
mm. Imprint in a superb state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


15. Private collection (Pernik). Find-spot: Haskovo-Harmanli region. D. 14-16 (?) 4 mm, 6.95 g. The bulla is 
in a poor state of preservation; irregular shape. l 
Unpublished. 


16. RHM-Shumen, no. 14626. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-19 (18) 4 mm. W. 9.12 g. Good imprint and bulla in 
a good state of preservation. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 87. 


17. RHM-Shumen, no. 14627. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-18 (17) 4 mm. W. 8.42 g. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 88. 


18. RHM-Shumen, no. 14641. Find-spot: Sherba Reserve. D. 16-22 (19) 4 mm. W. 7.42 g. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 89. 





19. RHM-Shumen, no. 14642. Find-spot: Sherba Reserve. D. 19-20 (?) 4 mm. W. 7.52 g. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 90. 


20. RHM-Shumen, no. 14720. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-19 (7) 4 mm. W. 6.70 g. 
Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 91. 


21. RHM-Shumen, no. 14759/1.Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-23 (?) 4 mm. W. 8.08 g. Complete and well- 
preserved imprint. 


Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 92. 


22. RHM-Shumen, no. 14759/2. Find-spot: Krasen, disc. Ruse. D. 18-22 (?) 4 mm. W. 6.84 g. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 93. 


23, RHM-Shumen, no. 14759/3.Find-spot: the vicinity of Preslav. D. 17-20 (?) 3 mm. W. 5.96 g. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 94. 


24. RHM-Shumen, no. 14845.Find-spot: uncertain. D. 13-19 mm. W. 4.42 g. Half specimen. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 95. 
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. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 142). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-25 mm. W. 7.7 g. 
Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 


26. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 59). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 12-17 mm. W. 3.00 g. Small 
piece, but the imprint is almost complete. 
Unpublished. 


27. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 112). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-18 mm. W. 5.00 g. 
Imprint in a poor state of preservation, but nevertheless complete. 


Unpublished. 
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28. Private collection (V. Panteleev). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-19 mm. W. 5.30 g. Imprint in a poor state of 
preservation, but nevertheless complete. 
Unpublished. 


29. Private collection (V. Panteleev). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-20 mm. W. 6.1.00 g. Imprint in a poor state of 
preservation, but nevertheless complete. 
Unpublished. 


30. RHM-Shumen, no. 15183. Former collection of Veselin Stankov from Batak, no. 179. Find-spot: Plovdiv 
region. D. 16-16 (?) 3 mm W. 4.34 g. Complete, in a good state of preservation, but small. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 98 


31-32. Private collections (I examined them at the numismatics club in Sofia). Find-spot: unspecified. Different 
states of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


33-34. Private collection (I examined them at K. Totev's place in Veliko Turnovo). Find-spot: generally 
northeastern Bulgaria. Different states of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


35. RHM-Shumen, no. 14958/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain 
(Nevsha?). D. 19-19 mm. W. 5.82 g. Imprint in a poor sate of preservation. 
Ed.Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 96 


36. RHM-Shumen, no. 14964/4. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 
18-19 mm; W. 6.12 g. Imprint in a poor sate of preservation. 
Ed.Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 97 


37. RHM-Shumen, no. 15184. Former collection of Veselin Stankov from Batak, no. 180. Find-spot: Plovdiv 
region. D. 17-19 (?) 4.6 mm. W. 7.32 g. In a poor state of preservation. 
Ed.Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 99 


38. Historical Museum Nesebar, no. 1819. Find-spot: the village of Kosharica, disc. Nesebar. D24-26 (7) 3 
mm. W. 7.26 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. ΠμπΜοβα, PauosuasauTucka neuarg, 141-143, o6p.2. 


39. Historical Museum Nesebar, no. 2137. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialo). D.17-17.5 (?) 3 mm, W.6.73 
g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Ππμοβα, Pauosusauruitcku neuarg, 141-143, o6p.3. 


40. RHM-Shumen, no.15439/2. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-20 (17) 3.1 mm. Good imprint. Fragment chipped. 
Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 


Unpublished 


4 


— 


. AM-Plovdiv, no. 6011. Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak no. 9. Find-spot: Northern Bulgaria. 


D.19-20 mm. W. 6.01 Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished 


42. AM-Plovdiv, no. 6029. Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak no. 27. Find-spot: the region of 
northeastern Bulgaria. D. 18-20 mm. W. 7.80 g. 
Unpublished 


43. AM-Plovdiv, no. 6030. Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak no. 28. Find-spot: the region of 
northeastern Bulgaria. D. 16-22 mm. W. 6.74 g. 
Unpublished 
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44. RHM-Shumen, no. 15504. Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak no. 228. Find-spot: region of Stara 


Zagora. D. 24-27 (18) 3.5 mm. W. 6.24. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished 


44a. In a private collection V. Stankov from Batak no. 236. Find-spot: near to village of Melnitsa, disc. of 


Elkhovo. D. 19-20.5 mm. W. 6.35 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished 


44b. RHM-Shumen. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Provadia ? D. 23-26 mm. 
W.11.27 g. Complete specimen but in a poor state of preservation. | 
Unpublished 
It cannot be determined whether there are specimens struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 420; Laurent, Vatican, no 9; Barnea, Empereurs, no 2-5; Zacos, 
Seals, I, no 3 a-b; Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 6; Coxonosa, Ne 7-14. 


Obv. Bust of Justinianus I, nimbate, beardless, facing; wears chlamys and crown-helmet 
with plume and pendants. Circular inscription along border of dots: DNIVSTINI || 
ANVSPPAVG = D(ominus) n(oster) Justinianus p(er)p(etus) Aug(ustus). 

Rev. Winged Victory in chiton advancing to front; holds wreath in either hand. In lower field 
l. and r., cross. 


This is the largest number of Byzantine imperial seals (more than 40 specimens) 
discovered in the Bulgarian lands. They attest to the active exchange of correspondence 
between the Palace and the Bulgarian lands, which was in accordance with the policy of 
Justinianus I regarding the Balkans and specifically the territory of modern Bulgaria. 


45. Ἰουστῖνος, B' (565-578). 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-18 (15) mm, W. 7,8 g. 
Ed. YlaureneeB, Tpu Βμααητμᾶοκημ uMrreparopcku neuara, 71-76, Ne 1. 
Parallels: ΠαΗΠΕΗΚΟ, Karanor, Ne 381; JIuxauen, Hexoroppie, c.506, Ne 21; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 5 (DO. 
55. 1. 4238); Cokozona, Ne 15. 


Obv. Nimbate bust of Justin II, facing; wears crown with plume. Circular inscription along 
border of dots: DNIVSTI |[NVSPPAVG = D(ominus) n(oster) Iustinus p(er)p(etus) 
Aug(ustus). 

Rev. Winged Victory in chiton advancing to front; holds wreath in either hand. In lower field 
l. and r., cross. 


46-47. Μαυρίκιος Τιβέριος (582-602) 


46. RHM-Shumen, no. 15439/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 
21-22 (?) 5 mm. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished 


47. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-20 (20) mm, W.10. 00 g. 
Ed. Wautenees, Tpu gusauruicku uMneparopcka neuara, 71-76, Ne 2. 
Parallels: Nuxayes, Πεκοτορμε, c. 506, Ne 22-23; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 7 c-e; Cokonona, Νο 18-20. 
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Obv. The Virgin standing, facing, holding with both hands Christ before her. In field 1. and 
r., Cross. 

Rev. Bust of Maurice Tiberius, beardless, facing; wears crown and chlamys; the crown is 
surmonted by a cross and bears a circular ornament at the front and double pendants. 
Circular inscription along border of dots: DNMAVRC ||. . bPPAVG : D(ominus) n(oster) 
Mauric(ios) Ti]b(erius) p(er)p(etus) Aug(ustus). 


48-49. Φωκᾶς (602-610) 


48. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.11. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-25 (6) 3 mm, W. 16.25 g. Good imprint 
and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Myuimos, IHeuarn Ne 2. 


49. National Historical Museum, Sofia. no. 23702. Find-spot: some place in the Shumen region. D.21-22 mm. 
Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Inedits. IV, no 164; JIuxaues, Hexotoppie, c. 507, Ne 24-25; Ebersolt, 
Constantinople, no 131; Zacos, Seals , 1, no 7 a-c; Seibt, Bleisiegel, no 10; Οοκοποβᾶ, Ne 21-24. 


Obv. The Virgin standing, facing, holding with both hands Christ before her. In field 1. and 
r., long cross potent. 

Rev. Bust of Phokas, with pointed beard, wears crown with cross and chlamys. Circular 
inscription along border of dots: DNFOCAS || PERPAVG = D(ominus) n(oster) Focas 
perp(etus) Aug(ustus). 


50. Ηράκλειος, Ἡράκλειος καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (616-625) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 22. Find-spot: uncertain. D.30-30 (27) 5 mm, W. 15.04 g. Good imprint 
and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Melanges, no. 116; Gray Birch, no. 17446; JIuxayes, Πεκοτορεις, ο. 509- 
511, Ne 28-34; Ebersolt, Constantinople, no 133; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 12 (DO. 58. 106. 489; 58. 106. 528; 
58. 106. 552); CokoaoBa, Νο 26-43. 


Obv. The Virgin standing, facing, holding with both hands Christ before her. In field l. and 
r., long cross potent. 

Κεν Onl., bust of Herakleios with short beard, and onr., smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine, 
beardless; both wear crown with globus cross, divitision and chlamys. In r. upper field, 
cross. Circular inscription along border of dots: ddNNhERACLIUS...CONSTANT = 
D(ominus) N(oster) D(ominus) N(oster) Herclius [et Hera(clius)] Constant(inus) 


51. Κώνστανς, Κωνσταντῖνος καὶ Αναστασία (668-685) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Formerly in the collection of the college in Silistra. D. 27-27 (?) 4 
mm. Good imprint, but the obverse slightly slipped out in the upper end of the blank. Bulla in a good 
state of preservation. 

Ed. Barnea, Durostorum, no. 4. 
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Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 19, with some differences both in the lettering and content of the inscription: 
the names of the basileuses are followed by the inscription €CO'-&« θ(εου). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin facing, holding with both hands Christ before her breast. In upper 
field 1. and r., cross. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ CONS | TANTINOS | CONSTANTOS | SANASTASI. | .ASILRO. 
+ Constantinos Constantos ke Anastasi[a] [b]asilis Ro[m(aion)]. 


There are some differences regarding the dating of these seals. In Zacos' publication 
cited above this type of seals are associated with the reign of Constance (654-668). As early 
as 1930s, Laurent, EO, 38, 1939, p. 359, put forward arguments for relating them to the 
reign of Constantine IV (668-685), which Seibt backed up (Bleisiegel, 75-76). 

I have accepted the more precise dating to 679-680 proposed by the publisher of the 
bulla. The discovery of the bulla in Silistra (Dristra) attests to the measures the Byzantine 
government took regarding the newly arrived Bulgars. In this sense, the bulla marks the 
beginning ofthe Bulgarian-Byzantine relationships after the Bulgarians settled on the Balkan 
peninsula. 


52. Κωνσταντῖνος, A' (681-685). 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: village of Tsarevtsi, disc. of Varna. D.27-30 (22) 5 
mm, W. 31.80 g. 
Ed. ΠαΗτεΠεεΒ, Tpu Busauruitcku uMneparopcku neuara, 71-76, Ne 2. 
Parallels: Auxaues, Hexoroppie, c. 521-522, puc. 53-54; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 22 (DO. 55. 1. 4264); 
Seibt-Zarnitz, no.1.1.3; Cokoaosa, Νο 57-58. 


Obv. No inscription. Bust of Constantine IV, bearded facing; wears helmet with crest, cuirass 
and chlamys; holding in τ. spear held transversely behind head; in I. shield. 
Rev. Large cross potent with flared arms. Border of dots. 


The fact that the seal of Constantine IV was found in the Bulgarian lands is very 
interesting. If we trust the finder, a treasure hunter, we should seek a connection between the 
life in this settlement and the events around the creation of the Bulgarian state in 680/681. 


53. Λέων, I" καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, E’ (720-741) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 10. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D.30-30 (28) 4 mm. W. 20.33 g. 
Ed. Myurmos, IHeuaru, Ne 8. 
Parallels: JiaxaueB, Hexotoppie, c. 525, puc. 57.59; Ebersolt, Constantinople, no. 139; Konstantopoulos, 
Stamules, no. 14; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 34 (Fogg A.M., no. 1628); Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 15; Coxonosa, Ne 
64-65. 


Obv. Cross potent on three steps. Circular inscription along border of dots: 

ChOhOMtU PRSTUVVSTYAGIY PhS 

Ἐν ὀνόμίατι) tod Π(ατ)ρ(ὀ}ς (καὶ) τοῦ Y(to)d (καὶ) τοῦ Αγίου Πν(εύματο)ς 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
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L€Oh| SCOhSAh) | TIhOSPI | STOIbASI | LISROM | AIOh 
Λέον (καὶ) Κονσταντῖνος πιστοὶ βασιλ(ε)ῖς Ῥομαίον 


The original publisher of this bulla attributed it to the joint reign of Leo IV and 
Constantine (813-820). Its style and appearance, as well as its paleography point to an earlier 
dating, namely 720-741 (see Seibt, Bleisiegel, 79-81). 


54. Κωνσταντῖνος, E’ καὶ Λέων, A’ (751-775) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 9. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D.35-36 (30) 4.5 mm, W. 26.18 g. 
Good imprint. 
Ed. ΜΥΗΙΜΟΒ, Πεαατη, No 4. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no 36 a-c (DO. 55. 1. 4221; 58. 106. 589); Seibt, Bleisiegel, no 16; Cokozona, 
No 67. 


Obv. Cross potent on three steps and circular inscription as above. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ COhST | AhTIh| OSSLCORP | ISTOIDASI | LISROM | AIOh 
+Kovotavtivog (καὶ) Λέον πιστοὶ βασιλ(ε)ῖς Ῥομαίον 


55. Λέων, A’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, Z’ (776-780) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 8. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 30-32 (29) 6 mm. W. 36. 01 g. 
Incomplete imprint, but bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Myuimos, IHeuarn Ne 6. 
No exact parallels. 


Obv. Cross potent as above. Remains of a circular inscription: €h ............ PS 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ L€OhSCO | hSTARTI | hOSPISTOI | bASILISRO | MAIOh 

Λέον (καὶ) Κονσταντῖνος πιστοὶ βασιλ(ε)ῖς Ῥομαίον 


56-58. Θεόφιλος, Μιχαὴλ, B’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (830-835). 


56. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 179. Find-spot: unspecified place in the Shumen region, presumably 
Pliska or Preslav. D. 19.5- 21 (21?) 2.5 mm. W. 7.97 g. Good imprint, but the inscription on the obverse 
is not complete. Bulla in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. IOpykosa, li. Hos βμπαητηήοκη ΗΜΠΕΡΔΤΟΡΟΚΗ neuar or ΒΡΠΓΔΡΗΛ.- ΒΕΚΟΒΕ, 4, 1978, 73-76. 


57. Archaeological Museum Preslav, no. 25964. Found in the course of excavations in the Inner City of Veliki 
Preslav in dwelling no. 11 of the Eastern section of a chain building located near the Southern Fortress 
Wall. D. 20-22 (20) 4 mm. Good imprint, but the reverse was nevertheless struck off-center. Bulla ina 
superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Buraanos, C. Jsa umneparopcxu neuara or Benuku ΠρεσπαΒ - Hywusvamuxa, 1, 1989, 32-33. 


58. Archaeological Center, Debelt, no. 220. Found in the course of excavations in the kommerkia of Develtos 
in sector A-I, square 87. D. 16-26(257) 3.5 mm. The preserved piece is smaller than the half of what was 
once a whole bulla. Weak imprint, which renders the identification of the images and the deciphering of 
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. the inscriptions difficult. 
Ed. Vopnauon, Jesenm, VIL. 
It is hard to say whether the three bullae come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Theophilos bearded facing; wears crown with cross, divitision and chlamys 
which is fastened with a fibula over the r. shoulder; r. hand holds patriarchal cross; 
in L, akakia. Circular inscription along border of dots: *O€OFI || LOSbASIL€0 = 
Θεοφιλος βασιλεο(ς) : 

Rev. Two busts facing, Michael II at l., bearded, Constantine at r., smaller, beardless, each 
wearing chlamys and crown with cross. Cross in field above. Circular inscription along 
border of dots: ..XAHLSCORSTARTIh :[+ Μι]χαὴλ. (xoi) Κονσταντῖν(ος) 


This type of seals was originally published by Jurukova. It has the same iconographic 
subject and inscriptions as on a type of widely-spread gold solidus of Emperor Theophilos 
(see Grierson, DOC, II.1, 425-428). The main problem with both the solidus and this seal 
is their exact dating. It is connected with the personages represented on them. They are as 
follows: 
a) on the obverse, Emperor Theophilos, who was at the head of the Empire from 829- 
842. 

b) on the reverse, at the right honorific half, the founder ofthe Amorion dynasty Michael 
II (820-829), and at the left, the minor Emperor Constantine, proclaimed co-emperor 
by his father in 830 and died ca. 835. 

One viewpoint in the commentary on the dating of the solidus is that these are 
commemorative coins struck to the memory of the diseased Michael II and Constantine (see 
Grierson, DOC, Π.Ι, 406-407,425-28). The other one is that they were contemporary to 
Constantine whose purpose was to propagate the legal right of succession to the throne by the 
new Amorion dynasty (see Dikigopulos, A. I. The Constantinopohan Solidi of Theophilus.- 
DOP, 18,1964, 353-361). 

While commemorative coinage is possible to assume, striking of such seals seems 
unacceptable. Being state symbols, they record the real situation, i.e. the ruling emperor on 
the obverse; the founder ofthe dynasty at the right honorific half ofthe reverse, the continuator 
of the dynasty at the left. Thus, this seal was affixed to the official correspondence of the 
Empire during Constantine's co-emperorship, i.e. 830-835. It is quite logical that he could 
not be considered continuator of the dynasty, since he had already been dead. 

The discovery of both bullae in the old Bulgarian centers Pliska and Preslav illustrates 
the Bulgarian-Byzantine relationships. The seals were affixed to correspondence to the 
Bulgarian state institutions: to the ichurgoboil (responsible for the foreign policy of the state) 
in Preslav or to the Bulgarian ruler (at that juncture khan Malamir (831-836)) in Pliska. 


59. Βασίλειος, A’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (869-879) 


RHM-Shumen, no.15440. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav . D. 30- 
31 (27?) 3.5 mm. Part of the image and inscription remained outside the blank. Generally a good 
specimen. 

Unpublished 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 59; Cokonona, Ne 74-78. 
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Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has cross behind head; wears chiton and chimation; 
blessing (τ. hand) and holding book of the Gospels (l. hand). Circular inscription along 
border of dots: ...... I|... -TOS t 

Κεν On|. bust of Basil I, bearded facing, wears crown with cross, divitision and loros. On τ. 
bust of Constantine, beardless facing, wears crown with cross, divitision and chlamys. 
Circular inscription along border of dots: + bASIL......: : t Baot(Aevoc) [(καὶ) 
Κονσταντῖν(ος) αὐγ(ούστοι) | 


60. Βασίλειος, A’ Κωνσταντῖνος, καὶ Λέων (870-879) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, most probably Pliska or Preslav. D. 29-30 mm. Complete and well- 
preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has cross behind head; wears chiton and chimation; 
blessing (τ. hand) and holding book of the Gospels (1. hand). Circular inscription along 
border of dots: + IhSUSX || RISTUS * 

Rev. Three busts facing, Basil I in center, bearded, wearing loros and crown with cross; Leo 
and Constantine to l. and r. respectively, smaller, beardless, each wearing chlamys and 
crown with cross. Circular inscription along border of dots: 

+ LEOhbASILSCOhMSTAUGG’: «Λέον, Βασίλ{ειος) (καὶ) Κονστ(αντῖνος) 
αὐγ(ούστοι) 


61-64. Λέων, Z’ καὶ Αλέξανδρος (869-912) 


61. RHM-Shumen, no. 14643. Find-spot: Vubilin Dol locality, outside the Outer City of Veliki Preslav. D. 22- 
23 (23 7) 3 mm. Well-centered, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. liopnanoB, Hosu neyatu, O6p.2; Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 100. 


62. Private collection (V.Panteleev from Varna) Find-spot: Vubilin Dol locality, outside the Outer City of Veliki 
Preslav. D. 13-24 (?) 2 mm, W. 4 g. Half of once good imprint. Broken into two pieces. 
Ed. Wopaanob, Hoss reuaru, o6p. 3. 


63. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna) Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 (22?) 2 mm, W. 23 g. Weak and 
complete imprint but in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


64. Private collection (Nikolai Nikolov from Razgrad). Offered for purchase at the Historical Museum in 
Shumen, currently in the collection of the National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: Vubilin Dol 
locality, outside the Outer City of Veliki Preslav. Half preserved. D. 11-23 mm. 

Ed. ΗορπαΗοβ, Hosu πεπατη, ο6ρ. 4. 
We could not be absolutely certain that the four specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals I, nos. 60 (DO. 55. 1. 4294; 55. 1. 4298); ζοκοποβα, Ne 80. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has cross behind head; wears chiton and chimation; 
blessing (τ. hand) and holding book of the Gospels (1. hand). Circular inscription along 
border of dots:........ XRISTUSNICA 

Rev. At L, bust of Leo VI, bearded, facing; wears crown with cross, divitision and loros. 
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τΆΞόΞΈΞὄ..͵.:.Δ-Δὄ͵ὄ-ὄῬ--ἘΝΝ.: 


At r, bust of Alexander, beardless, facing; wears crown with cross, divitision and 
chlamys, The two emperors hold between them labarum ornamented with X. Circular 
i longb border of dots:+ ΙΕΟΝΟΕΑΛΕΞΑΝΔ....: +Aéov κὲ ᾿Αλέξαν(δρος) 






» Kal Κωνσταντῖνος (869-879); (908-912); (912-13) 


65, ρω... Mié; Preslav, no. 26630. Found in the course ae archaeological excavations of chain 
dwellings located near the Southern Fortress Wall of the Inner City of Veliki Preslav, D. 22-25(?) 2.5 mm. 
The bulla is in a good state of preservation, but the blank was smaller in size than the dies and the imprint 
itself was off-centered, presumably due to looseness of the boulloterion. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Uyxau βπαποτοπη, Ne 2. 


66. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 25992. Found in the same circumstances in the southwestern corner 
of the same dwellings. D. 18-23 (21) 2.5 mm. Struck off-center. Half preserved. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Yyxan ΜΠΑΠΟΤΕΠΗ., Ne 3. 


67. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.19272. Found in the course of archaeological excavations at the same 
site, but at the beginning of the chain dwellings at the Southern Gate in square A2. D. 20.5-25 (23) 3.5 
mm. Once a good imprint; now one third chipped. The obverse is almost completely obliterated. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Uyxan ΒΠΑΠΕΤΕΙΗ. Ne 4. 


68. RHM-Shumen, no.14792. Find-spot: Outer City of Pliska, according to its finder. D. 15-24 mm. W. 6.52 g. 
Once a good imprint. Fragment larger than a half containing bust of Christ in a superb state of preservation 
and imprint. 

Ed. Wopnanos, Hos anm. neurbp, Ne 6; Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 101. 


69. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-28 mm. Incomplete imprint. The inscription is cut. The bulla 
itself is holed and was suspended from a document. 
Unpublished. 


70. Private collection (V.Panteleev from Varna) Find-spot: uncertain. D. 10-24 mm, W. 3.8 g. Half preserved. 
Unpublished 
It is impossible to determine whether there are specimens struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 419; Zacos, Seals, I, nos. 59-60; JInxaueB, Ta6n. LXXV1,5; Cokojioga, 
Ne 74-78, but regarding only the images. The inscriptions of these specimens date them to the period of 
the joint reign of Basil I and Constantine (868-879). 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has cross behind head; wears chiton and himation; 
blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospels (1. hand). Circular inscription along 
border of dots: +IhSUSXRIS..... 

Rev. Two busts facing. At ]., bearded, wears crown with cross, divitision and loros. At r., 

beardless, wears crown with cross, divitision and chlamys. The two emperors hold 
between them labarum ornamented with X. Traces of a circular inscription: 


lo ues ates R’ 
ν μι hT'bASIL'R' 

= [ ..... (kai) Consta]nt(inos) basil(is) R(omaion). 
comp OhSTAhT'AUG'R? 


= [....(ka1) C]onstant(inos) Aug(oustoi) R(omaion). 
4........COhSTAhT’.... 
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The main problem concerns the dating of these seals. The name of the co-emperor 
Constantine is of little help. The seals could be attributed to the joint reigns of Basil I and his 
son Constantine (869-879), of Leo VI and his son Constantine VII (908-912) or of Alexander 
and his nephew Constantine VII (912-913). It is an interesting ascertainment that the portrait 
and inscription of precisely the second emperor Constantine are preserved on the five extant 
specimens. Is it only a matter of chance? 

The inscription recording the name of the monobasileus represented at right is missing 
on the three Preslav specimens. This renders their interpretation difficult. If we accept 
the previous definitions that they apply to Basil 1, the period 869-879 is rather early for 
their discovery in Preslav. There are further possibilities as well, which have not yet been 
evidenced by extant seals: the ruler at right to be either Leo VI with a dating to 908-912 or 
Alexander with a respective dating to 912-913. 

We are left in anticipation for a better preserved specimen that could solve our 
hesitations. 


71-75. Κωνσταντῖνος, H’ (912-959) 
A (919-921). 


71. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 56. Find-spot, according to T. Totev, supervisor of the excavations: 
Patleina, southwestern sector of dwelling no. 7, at a depth of 0.80-1.00 m, on 28" August, 1989. D. 15-29 
(28?) 3 mm. The imprint was well-centered, but nevertheless incomplete, since the blank was smaller 
than the diameter of the dies. Mainly the inscription remained out of the blank. Half of what was once a 
whole imprint. 

Ed. WopnanoB, Yyxan anagerenu, Ne 5. 

Parallels: | examined a photo of another specimen struck in the same boulloterion and preserved in 
Istanbul (Istanbul, I.6) in the summer of 1998 in Vienna. Its inscription is better preserved and corroborates 
the reading of the name Constantine already made. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; behind his head, a cross, only half preserved. His r. 
hand in blessing gesture and the book of Gospels are visible. Remains of a circular 
inscription:....... STHS 

Rev. Bust of emperor, facing, beardless (?); wears crown, divitision and loros; in l. globus 
surmounted by cross. Remnants of a circular inscription: COR ....... 


The deciphering of the ruler's name does not solve the problems. Constantine VII was 
born in September 905. He was proclaimed co-emperor by his father in 908 and died in 959. 
His co-emperorship continued almost throughout the whole period (more than fifty years): 
until 912 his joint reign with his father Leo VI; from 913 to 919 his joint reign with his mother 
Zoe; from 921 to 945 his joint reign with Romanos I Lakapenos and his sons; and after 945 
his joint reign with his son Romanos II. A sole reign and a sole representation on his seals 
is possible in the period September 919 - December 920, when Romanos Lakapenos did not 
yet establish himself firmly on the throne, and in 945, after the dethronement of the Lakapeni 
and prior to proclaiming his son co-emperor. 

Constantine VII is represented with a long bushy beard on his coins and seals from 
945, while he is beardless on the present seal. Therefore, it dates from the period when 
Constantine was a young and sole ruler, 1.e. 919-921. 
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VULPUT ὦ, LI 


Viti PRADA 


B (945). 


72. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.19 (3367) Found in the course of archaeological excavations at the 
site “Pod Zabuite" in Preslav in square C8 at a depth of 0.40 m on 10" July 1970. D. 28-30(24) 3.01 mm. 
Very good imprint, but nevertheless unsuccessful centering. Bulla in a superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Tores, HoBoorkpuru, 287-289; Wopaanos, Ώγοκπμ granerenu, Ne 7. 


73. National Historical Museum, Bucharest; formerly in the collection of the college in Silistra. D. 29-32(24) 3 
mm. The imprint is incomplete as the above. The blank probably slipped in the boulloterion. The surface 
of this bulla is not so well preserved as of the above specimen. 

Ed. Barnea, Empereurs, no. 9. 


74. Private collection (V.Panteleev from Varna) .Find-spot, according to its first possessor (V. Savov from 
Shumen): the land of the village of Sushina, Shumen region; it is quite possible however that its find-spot 
was Preslav, having in mind the personality of its finder. D. 27-30 mm. W. 11.00 g. The obverse is well- 
imprinted, but the die with the portrait of the ruler strongly imprinted at the left and half of it was left out 
of the blank. 

Unpublished. 


75. RHM-Shumen, no. 14768. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 15-27 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. i 


75A. RHM-Shumen. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 28-31 (?) 5 mm. 
W. 15.05 g. Incomplete imprint. Only the center fields of the matrix printed. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Konstantopulos, no 278; Zacos, Seals, 1, no 70 a-d; Jinxyaues, ra6n. LXXVI, 7-8,10; 
Coxosnosa, Νο 84-86; Auction Münzzentrum, 74, 11-13.09. 1992, no 1092. It is hard to determine the 
number of boulloteria in which they were struck. Our nos. 1-2 are close to Zacos’ no. 70 a. Our no. 3 is 
close, but nevertheless different to Lihachov's LXXVI, 7 and Zacos’, no. 70b. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has cross behind head; wears chiton and chimation; 
blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospels (1. hand). Circular inscription along 
border of dots: .... X || RISTUS * 

Rev. Bust of Constantine VII, facing; wears long bard, crown with cross and pendants, divitision 
and loros crossed over chest; in l. globus surmounted by patriarchal cross. Circular 
inscription along border of dots: CORSTAhT'TOIIORFVROGE€h'AHTOCRA: 
+Kovotavt(ivoc) ὁ Πορφυρογέν(νητος) αὐτοκρά(τωρ) 


As it was noted above, the sole reign and sole representation of Constantine VII on his 
seals is possible in 945, the year to which this group of seals should be dated. 

The receipt of correspondence in Preslav in 945 is not a surprise, taking into consideration 
the traditional contacts between Bulgaria and Byzantium during that period. The duplicating 
of this correspondence by sending it to Dristra as well raises some interesting questions. 
Who was it addressed to? 

The answer given by our Romanian colleague cited above is known and straightforward: 
to the representative of the Byzantine administration in the Lower Danube who resided in 
Dristra. 

However, besides this obviously absurd answer a different one could also be proposed. 
The last Bulgarian patriarch Damianus is known to have resided in Dristra in 971. The 
existence in Dristra of a growing amount of Byzantine seals from the IXth-Xth centuries 
suggests the idea also corroborated by other sources that the see of the Bulgarian archbishop 
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and future patriarch was located precisely in Dristra (see Jordanov, Dobrudja, 197-199). 

The simultaneous receipt in Dristra and Preslav of correspondence impressed with the 
seal of Constantine VII from 945 attests to some important change in Constantinople also 
concerning the Bulgarian-Byzantine relationships. It was perhaps in connection with the 
dethronement of the Lakapena in Constantinople; we should keep in mind that a representative 
of this family, Maria, occupied the Bulgarian throne. From that moment on she was no longer 
represented on the Bulgarian state symbols and was therefore removed from the ruling body. 
Perhaps this change was at the root of the correspondence in question. 


76-80. Ῥωμανὸς, A’ Χριστοφόρος καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, H’ (927-931) 


76. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 37. According to T. Totev, supervisor of the excavations, it was found 
in buildings situated along the road from the Inner Western Fortress Wall to the Monastic Complex “Pod 
Zabuite" in dwelling no. 2, at a depth of 0.80 m, on 6" September 1979. D. 32-33(31) 2.5 mm. Well- 
centered and well-executed imprint. The images and inscriptions are very distinct in spite of the weak 
imprint. Cracked along the channel. 

Ed. Tores, HoBoorkpurH, 287-289; Vopaauos, 4yxan ΒΠΑΠΕΤΕΠΗ, No 7. 


77. RHM-Silistra, no. 65.Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Tsar Assen, Silistra region. D. 14-27 (over 
27) 1.8 mm. Half. Poor state of preservation. Weak imprint; as a result, the images and inscription are 
indistinct. 

Unpublished. 


78. RHM-Shumen, no. 14357. Find-spot: the fortress in Fiseka locality near the present-day village of Cherencha, 
Shumen region. D.30-31 mm. W. 18.34 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 104. 


79. RHM-Shumen, no.14688. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-25.5 (22.5) 2.5 mm. Half of what was once a good 
imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 105. 


80. Historical Museum, Elkhovo, no. 3704. Find-spot: fortress near to village Melnitsa, disc. of Elkhovo . D. 
18-28 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. Holed at the side of Christ's image. 
Unpublished. 
It is difficult to determine whether some specimens were struck in the same boulloterion 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no 66. Auctions: Münzzentrum, Kóln, 74, 11-13.09. 1992, no. 1090; 
Münzzentrum, Köln, 88, 07-09.01. 1997, no 1209; Seibt-Zarnitz, no 1.1.4; Coxomosa, Ne 83. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing, with cross behind head; wears chiton and himation; 
blessing (τ. hand) and holding book of the Gospels with jeweled cover (l. hand). Circular 
inscription along border of dots: + IhSHSX || RISTUS * 

Rev In center, half-length figure of Romanos I, bearded, facing; wears jeweled crown with 
pendants, divitision and loros. He holds the akakia in his r. hand before his breast; 
in |. hand globus surmounted by cross. In |. and τ. background, diminutive busts of 
Christophoros and Constantine VII, beardless, facing and wearing crown with cross, 
divitision and ornamented chlamys. Circular inscription: 

+ ROmAn’ XPISTOF’CECOnSTAnT’b’R’ 
- Ῥωμαν[ὸς) Χριστοφόρος xà Κονσταντ(ῖνος) β(ασιλεῖς) Ῥ(ωμαίον) 


The dating of the bullae corresponds to the personages represented on them: Romanos 
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ΔἸ. ὓ ὓΥῸὉΥ, S 


I, Christophoros and Constantine VII. Romanos I proclaimed himself emperor on 173 
December 920. Christophoros was proclaimed co-emperor on 20th May 921 and died in 
August 931. Constantine VII, as noted above, was a co-emperor throughout the period 
908-959. Thus the key to the dating of this type of seals is Christophoros’ co-emperorship, 
i.e. 921-931. However the fact that Christophoros is represented to the right of Romanos I 
(the place reserved for the superior co-emperor) and his name was inscribed before that of 
Constantine VII reminds us of that significant moment in 927, when during the wedding of 
the Byzantine princess Maria, daughter of Christophoros, with the Bulgarian ruler Peter, the 
Bulgarians, according to the chronicler, “insisted that Christophoros should be acclaimed 
first, and then Constantine"(see ΓΗΡΗ1, VI, ο. 151), to which Romanos I acceded, i.e. there 
was a change in the superiority of the co-emperors. 

Thus the exact dating of this type of seals should be within the period 927-931. 

It is not difficult to determine the Preslav addressee of the correspondence impressed 
with the imperial state seal bearing the images of the three emperors after the established 
peace and mostly having in mind that a Byzantine princess, a representative of the ruling 
dynasty in Constantinople, was located in Preslav. 

However, it will be more difficult to determine the addressees of the correspondence 
of the same emperors received in the strongholds near the present-day villages of Tsar Asen | 
and Cherencha in the Fiseka locality, since foreign rulers should not write directly to any 
provincial Bulgarian governors. 


81. N., Ῥωμανὸς (920-2) or (945-959) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15252. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 16-25 
(23) 2 mm. W. 5.02 g. Half of what was once a successful imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 102. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. The right half of a bust of Christ represented as above. Remains from the inscription: 
Sa Lc. Gy ον. 

Rev. Of the two busts the one on the right is preserved. Indistinct letters. The following could 
be read with a modicum of imagination: PWMAN b’R’ 


It is difficult to identify the individuals represented on the seal. Is it Romanos I or 
Romanos II? Should it be the former, it is perhaps the initial period of his joint reign with the 
young Constantine VII, when Romanos was only a co-ruler. If not so, then it should refer to 
the joint reign of Consatntine VII and Romanos II (945-959). With the uncertainty of the text 
any commentary is superfluous. 


82. Κωνσταντῖνος καὶ Ῥωμανὸς7 (920-?) or (945-959) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15477/7. Find-spot: Preslav. Formerly collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07. 07) 
D. 12-26 (24 ?) 2 mm. W. 4.30 g. Fragment smaller than a half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. The left half of a bust of Christ represented as above. Remains from the inscription: + 
Puget || . RISTUS 
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Rev. Of the two busts the one on the left is preserved; bearded, wears crown with cross, 
divitision and loros. He holds the labarum in his r. hand placed between them. Remains 
from the circular inscription: +CONSTANT...... 


It is hard to say with any certitude to which period of Constantine VII’s reign the seal 
can be attributed: whether to the hypothetical year 920 or most probably to 945-959, i.e. this 
fragment might be the other half of the mentioned seals. 


83. N., N., X century 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14808. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: in the area of the 
fortress near to Miladinovtsi, Razgrad region. D. 21-21 (21?) 3 mm. W. 5.90 g. The imprint was made 
at least twice probably due to the slipping of the blank in the boulloterion. For this reason no inscription 


containing the names of the rulers is visible. 
Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 103. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Christ seated on a high-backed throne, wears tunic and himation. He blesses (r. hand) 
and holds the book of Gospels (1. hand) on his knees. Remains of the circular inscription: 


Rev. Two busts facing. At L, bearded, wears crown with cross, divitision and loros. At r., 
beardless, wears crown with cross, divitision and chlamys. The two emperors hold 
between them patriarchal cross. No inscription can be identified. 


A Byzantine seal with such iconography is unknown in the literature. This iconography 
is found on the gold solidi of the [Xth-Xth-century emperors. 

1. Basil I - Class 2 (868-879) - Basil I and Constantine — see DOC, HVI, Pl. XXX.2 

2. Constantine VII and Romanos I - Class 3 (920-921) — see DOC, ΠΠ, Pl. 

XXXVIL3 

3. Romanos I and Constantine - Class 4 (921) — see DOC, IVI, Pl. ΧΧΧΝΙ.4 

4. Romanos I and Christophoros - Class 7 (921-931) — see DOC, I/I, Pl. XXXVI.7 

But this case undoubtedly concerns a bulla and not a lead solidus. The channel is visible 
and the two depictions (on the obv. and rev.) are in the same direction, which is not so on 
the solidi. Most probably this is a bulla produced with a coin seal and should be dated to the 
periods of the emperors presented above. 


84. Ἰωάννης, Α’ (969-976) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.13143. Find-spot: the bank of the Danube opposite Silistra. D. 27-31 
mm. Thin plate of an indistinct imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, M. ΟΠΟΒΕΗ orneuarek or Marpurta 38 cpeObpHH MWIIHapeHcHH Ha Hoan I Llumucxult 
(969-976).- Hywusuamuxa, 4, 1980, 16-17. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cross crosslet with terminal pellets on two steps, having in center a medallion with 
facing bust of John I, bearded, wearing loros and crown, flanked to |. and r. by I-W || 
A-N. Circular inscription along borders (three) of dots: +IhSUSXRI || STHShICA * 
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Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
-+- | + IWAhhl’| EhXWAVTO | CRAT’EVSEL’ | bASILEVS | RWMAIW!| -s- 
+ Ἰωάννι(ς) ἐν Χ(ριστ)ῷ αὐτοκράτ(ωρ) εὐσεβ(ὴς) βασιλεὺς Ῥωμαίω(ν) 


The assumption made in the above publication was that this is a sample imprint on a lead 
plate from a die for silver milliarensia of John I Tzimiskes and attests perhaps to the activity 
of a campaign mint, which accompanied the emperor’s military expedition for conquering 
eastern Bulgaria. The considerable number of milliarensia discovered in the region of the 
Lower Danube serves as a corroboration. 

Along with that, however, the emperor’s correspondence to various individuals and 
institutions or participants in the campaign could have likewise been sealed. This conclusion 
was suggested to me by the fact that there are extant seals of the same ruler which are exact 
copies of his gold coins (see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 74). 

However, to do justice to data, I have to point out that the lead plate is rather thin and 
has no channel for suspension, as it ought to have had if it were a lead seal. But this is not 
the first case of a bulla as thin as a coin. 

We obviously have to wait for another such find (obligatory in case it is a lead seal) that 
will corroborate or rule out this hypothesis. 


85-100. Βασίλειος, B' (976-1025) 


Type A: Βασίλειος, B' καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος, Θ’ 


85. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.15.Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 28-30 (26) 4 mm. W. 20.43 g. 
Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. ΜΥΙΗΜΟΒ, Πεπατη, No 9. 


86. Archaeological Museum, V. Preslav, no. 29482. Found in the course of archaeological excavations at the 
Palace Church site, North sector, during unearthing of the innermost third fortress wall which encircled 
the tsar’s and the patriarch's palaces on 27" July 1995. It is a lead plate of a round shape whose lower 
edge is cut and deformed. Dimensions of the blank: 38-33 mm. Diameter of the dotted circle: 30? mm. 
Thickness: 3 mm. The surface of the imprint is damaged, covered with oxide nests. Dented as if struck 
with a sharp object, most probably a nail. 


According to the author of the original publication, a coin seal impression in positive 
from a nomisma of Emperor Basil II and Constantine VIII was made on the plate. He defines 
the monument as tessera (sphragidia) (AnajpbkoB, ΟΡΕΠΗΟΒΕΚΟΒΗ8 recepa, 99-100). 

As regards the imprint itself, it is hard to accept that it is a lead replica of a gold coin, 
histamenon. At first glance this imprint resembles a lead seal, a bulla. Its dimensions do not 
correspond to those of Basil II's gold coins, neither of the tetraterons nor of the histamenons. 
The depiction of the latter is encircled with the characteristic three dotted borders, the 
diameter of the coin seal is never over 20 mm, while in our case the blank had a diameter 
of 33 mm and the seal itself about 30 mm. One undoubted proof that it is an imprint from a 
boulloterion and not from a coin seal is the direction of the obverse and reverse, which is the 
same and not different as in coins. I suppose the only argument that gave grounds to its finder 
to associate it with a coin and not a bulla is the lack of a channel. Indeed there is no visible 
channel, which does not mean that it did not have one. The strike of the boulloterion on 
the blank was very strong and actually pressed the channel. As a result, the bulla itself was 
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deformed. There are a number of similar cases of no visible channel among the 3,200 lead 
seals from the territory of modern Bulgaria documented so far. In some cases however no 
such channel existed. The imprints of the boulloterion were made on a round plate and not on 
a lead blank. It is difficult to conclude about their usage. It is hard to say whether they were 
peculiar symbols standing for their owner’s letter or had some other similar functions. The 
Preslav piece under discussion is certainly not a tessera but most probably a lead seal from 
the joint reign of Basil II and Constantine VII. An absolute proof of that is the specimen 
below which comes form the same boulloterion. 
Ed. Viopnanos, 2Kexosa, ΟΠΟΒΗΗ ΟΤΠΕΠΑΤΡΙΠΗ, 9.196, v7 


87. Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found in the course of excavations near the Palace in the summer of 
2006. D. 26-28 mm. Well-centered and complete imprint. Currently with some damages. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens seems to have come from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 423; Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 76 (DO. 55. 1. 4307-4308; Seibt, Bleisiegel, 
no. 18; Seyrig, πο. 6; Seibt-Zarnitz, no 1.1.5; Έκοποβα, Νο 89-95. It is impossible to determine whether 
they were struck in the same pair of dies as with our specimen. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing, wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. hand) and 
holding book of the Gospels with jeweled cover (l. hand). Sigla: IC - XC. 

Rev. At 1., bust of Basil II bearded, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, divitision 
and loros. At r., bust of Constantine VIII, beardless, facing; wears crown with cross 
and pendants, divitision and chlamys. The two emperors hold between them a long 
patriarchal cross. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
*RASIL'CCOhSTARTIb'R' 

+ Βασίλ(ειος) k(£) Κονσταντῖ(νος) β(ασιλεῖς) Ῥ(ωμαίον) 


Type B: Βασίλειος, B' 


88. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.17550. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav, sq. 173/143, 09. 08. 1979. 
D. 26-29 (27) 4.5 mm. W. 17. 30. g.. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 2. 


89. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.17699. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav, sq. 173/144, 09. 08. 1979. 
D. 26-29 (27) 4.5 mm. W. 17. 30. g. Badly preserve specimen. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 3. 


90. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.22195. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav, West, sq. 12, 07. 04. 1984. 
D. 28.5-30 (over 29) 4 mm. W. 16. 87 g. Badly preserve specimen. 
Ed. WopaauoB, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 4. 


91. RHM-Shumen, no. 14223. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
25-28 (?) 4 mm. W. 19.90 g, In a poor state of preservation. Covered with thick lead oxide. 
Ed. liopnauos, IIpecaae, Ne 6; Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 107. 


92. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 123. Found in Pliska by the Russian archaeological expedition in 
Constantinople in 1899, D. 27-30 (25) 3 mm. W. 17.02 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of 
preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Πρέσπας, Ne 5; Vopaanos, ILiucka, Ne 3. 


93. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 325. Found in the course of excavations in the Inner City of Pliska, to 
the west of the brick pool, square 13/1, on 305 September 1969. D. 25-26.5(25)3 mm. Struck off-center. 
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The ruler's face was subsequently damaged with a sharp object probably during excavations. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Tacka, Ne 4. 


94-95. National Historical Museum, Bucharest. From the former collection of the college in Silistra. D. 28 and 
34 mm. Unsuccessful imprints. Bullae in poor states of preservation. 
Ed. Barnea, Empereurs, nos. 10-13. 


96. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Found in the course of archaeological excavations in Silistra in 1992. 
D. 34-35 mm. Good imprint and bulla i in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


97. RHM-Burgas. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 29-30(?) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint and specimen in a poor state of 
preservation, 
Unpublished. 


98. Private collection (S. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: village of Zlatna Panega, disc. Lovech. D. 26-28 (28) 4.1 
mm. W.20.014 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. There are five pearls engraved 
in the nimbus of Christ. 

Unpublished. 


99. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-30 mm. Good imprint, but the inscription remained outside 
the blank. 
Unpublished. 


100. Private collection (A. Radushev from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 35-36 mm. Well-centered, but 
poorly-preserved imprint. Holed in the upper end. 
Unpublished. 


101. RHM-Shumen, no. 14719. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-27 (?) 4.5 mm. W. 17.10 g. Incomplete imprint in 
8 poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 108. 


102. Private collection. Find-spot: Preslav. Found in the soil dug from the Inner City and dumped on the bank 
of the river Kamchia. D. 30-32 mm. 
Unpublished. 


103. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: the village Tsarevtsi, disc. of Varna. D. 28-29 (27) 
mm. W. 15 g. Once a good imprint now cracked or cut. 
Unpublished. 


104. RHM-Shumen, no. 14785. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. D. 30-32 mm. W. 27.10 
g. Large deformed blank. The surface is corroded and the images are barely visible. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 109 


105. RHM-Shumen, no.14863/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 
30-30 mm; W. 21.02 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Holed at one end. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 110. 
It is impossible to determine the number of the boulloteria the presented specimens come from. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 421; Konstantopoulos, πο 280; Laurent, Orghidan, no. 11; Zacos, 
Seals, I, no. 75 a-c, JInxauen, Moanueóoeynei, ra6n. LXXVI/8; Cokozona, Ne 96-100. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has nimbus cr. with pellets (two or five) in each limb of 
the cross, wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospel 
with jeweled cover (1. hand). Sigla: IC-XC. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
+ EMMA || NOVHA 
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Rev. Bust of Basil II, bearded, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, divitision and 
loros; holds globus surmounted by cross (r. hand) and akakia (1. hand). Circular inscription 
along border of dots: + bASIL’ AUTOCRAT’: --Βασίλ(ειος) αὐτοκρά(τωρ) 


Itstrikesthatalmostallbullae were discovered in the main strategic centers ofnortheastern 
Bulgaria: Pliska, Preslav and Dristra. They attest to active receipt of correspondence from 
the central power and from Emperor Basil II specifically. The general reasons are known: in 
connection with the conquering and administration of these lands; the specific reasons will 
need further consideration. 


106. Mura, A’ (1034-1041) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 40782. Purchased form a private person who argued that the seal was 
from the southwestern Bulgarian lands (Macedonia). D. 34-36 mm, W. 27.07 g. Complete imprint, off- 
center. Surface in poor condition, battered, effaced. 

Ed. Nenues, B. Monusnosy ua susauruckua uMneparop Muxaua IV Παφπογομ or posna na HMHM- 
Codus.- Hywusuamuka, Cipaeucmuka u Enuzpadbuxa, 3.2, 2007, 7-9. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 78; Cokoazona, Ne 105-106. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has nimbus cr. with pellets (two or five) in each limb of 
the cross, wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospel 
with jeweled cover (1. hand). Sigla: IC-XC. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
*.... | NOVHA 

Rev. Bust of Michael IV, bearded, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, divitision 
and loros; holds globus surmounted hy cross (r. hand) and akakia (1. hand). Circular 
inscription along border of dots: + MIXAH | AAUTO.... 

+ Μιχαὴλ αὐτο[κρά(τωρ)] 


107-109. Κωνσταντῖνος, P (1042-1055) 


107, Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.7. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul?) D.31-33 (28) 5 mm. W. 37.41 Struck 
off-center to the left. Specimen in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. ΜΥΗΙΜΟΒ, Ileyaru, Ne 10. 


108. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no.767. Find-spot: the town. D. 29.5-31.5 (?) 4 mm. Almost completely 
obliterated surface on both sides, which questions its belonging to the seals of this ruler. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 26. 


109. Private collection (I have this information thanks to V. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: near the village 
of Stari Debren, at 2 km from the village of Debren. D. 29-30 mm. Well-centered specimen in a good 
state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no 79; JIuxaues, Monuedoeynot, Ta6n.LXXVII, 14-15; Seibt-Zarnitz, no 1.1.6; 
Cokonona, Ne 107-115. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has nimbus cr. with : each limb of cross, wears chiton 
and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospel with jeweled cover (1. 
hand). Sigla: IC-XC. Circular inscription along border of dots: + EMMA || NOVHA 

Rev. Bust of Constantine IX, bearded, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, divitision 


96 





| 
1 
| 
1 





and loros; holds cruciform scepter (r. hand) and globus surmounted by cross (r. hand). 
Circular inscription along border of dots: 

+ CWhSTAh' AYTOC .... 

+Kwvotav(tivoc) αὐτο[κρά(τωρ)] 


It is an interesting fact that the seals of this ruler are almost unattested in the Bulgarian 
lands and specifically in modern northeastern Bulgaria, where mass nomad invasions and 
active measures against them by the Empire were recorded in the years of his reign. The 
narrative sources mention letters which the emperor sent to his governors there. 


110-114. Κωνσταντῖνος, K’(1059-1067) 


Type A: (1062-1064) 


110. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.6. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 30-30.5 (28) 5 mm. W.29.38 
g. Struck off-center to the left. Subsequently perforated as to be suspended from the document or worn 


as an icon. 
Ed. ΜΙΥΙΙΜΟΒ, Πεπατη, Νο 11. 


111. RHM-Shumen, no. 14204. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 32-33 (27) 4 mm. W. 28.47 g. The same off-centering as 
with the above, but only on the reverse with the image of the emperor. Surface deeply corroded. 
Ed. Äopaanos, Cunucrpa /III/, Ne 9; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 111. 


112. RHM-Sliven, no.134. Found in the course of excavations in the stronghold near the present-day village of 
Zlati Voyvoda, Sliven region, in square 41.1, at a depth of 0.20 m., on 3rd August 1993. D. 31-31 (27)3 
mm. The same off-centering as with the above. The bulla itself is in a superb state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


113. Private collection (A. Radushev, from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain (Varna region). D. 30-32 mm. Complete 
and well-centered imprint, but with damaged surface and traces of attempted perforation. 
Unpublished. 
It is hard to maintain with any certitude whether there are specimens struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, nos. 87 a-c (DO. 58. 106. 537; 58. 106. 624; 58. 106. 625; 55. 1. 4327); 
JIuxauen, Monueooeynoi, rabn.LXXVIL,6; Cheynet, Antioch, no 2; Coxonosa, Νο 121-124. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has nimbus cr. with flared ends and: in each limb of 
cross, wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospel 
with jeweled cover (1. hand). Sigla: IC-XC. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
* €MMA || NOVHA 

Rev. Constantine X, bearded, standing, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, 
divitision and loros whose end falls over the 1. fore-arm; holds long labarum (τ. hand) 
and akakia (1. hand). Circular inscription along border of dots 
+ KON RAC || ΡΩΜΑΙΩΝ O AOVK' 

*Kov(oxaviivoc) βασ(ιλεὺς) Ῥωμαίων ὁ Aook(ac). 


Type B: (1065-1067). 


114. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 16. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 29-29 (25) 4 mm, W. 17.15 
g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
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Ed. MyuiMos, Teuaru, Νο 12. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 421; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 88 (DO. 58. 106. 621; 55. 1. 4326); JIuxauen, 
Moauedoeynei, aon. LXXVI, 11; Seibt-Zarnitz, no. 1.1.7; Coxonosa, Ne 126-127. 


Obv. Christ, bearded, seated facing on throne with curved back; wears nimbus cr., chiton 
and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospel with jeweled cover (1. 
hand). Sigla: IC - XC. Circular inscription along border of dots: 

+ EMMA || NOVHA 

Rev. At L, Constantine X, bearded, standing, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, 
divitision and loros whose end falls over the |. wrist; r. hand half-lifted before breast 
in supplication; in ]., globus surmounted by cross. At r., the Virgin, nimbate, standing 
facing, wears chiton end maphorion ornamented with +; τ. hand placed on emperor’s 
crown in benediction; |. hand raised before breast in prayer. In central field, M above; 
at r, ©. Circular inscription: 
+ KON RAC’P’O AOVKAC :+ Κων(σταντῖνος) βασ(ιλεὺς) Ῥ(ωμαίων) ὁ 
Δούκας. 


W. Seibt (Bleisiegel, S. 95) suggests the above dating on the basis of the iconographic 
analysis of the images on the seals taking into consideration the period of reign of this 
emperor. 

The discovery of his two bullae (dated up to 1064) in Dristra, the residence of the 
katepano of Paristrion, and in the stronghold near the present-day village of Zlati Voyvoda, 
where a garrison and a military commander of unknown rank were located, attests to the 
measures of the Empire against the mass Ouze invasion. These also included a dispatch of a 
regular army led by the military commanders Basil Apokapes and Nikephoros Botaneiates 
(for more information on the events and participants, see no. 1130-1133; 1449-1451, the 
seals of Basil Apokapes). 


115. Ῥωμανὸς, A’, Εὐδοκία, Μιχαήλ, ©’ καὶ Κωνσταντῖνος (1068-1071). 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 18. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 31-34 (28) 5.5 mm. W. 37.80 g. 
Well-centered imprint, not distinct enough. The bulla seems to be chipped at one end. 
Ed. ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ, [leyaru, No 14. 
Parallel: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 92. 


Obv. In center Christ, bearded standing, crowning with both hands Romanos IV, on l., and 
Eudokia, on r. Christ wears nimbus cr., chiton and himation. Romanos is bearded 
and wears crown and pendants, divitision and loros; r. hand is half-raised before him 
in adoration; |. hand holds globus cr. Eudokia wears crown with pendants and three 
triangular projections, wide-sleeved divitision and loros; τ. hand holds globus cr., |. 
hand is half-raised in adoration. In upper field l. and r., IC and XC. Circular inscription: 
T POMAN ΕΥΔΟΚΙΑ 

Rev In center the Virgin standing blessing with both hands Michael VII, on l, and 
Constantine, on r.; she wears nimbus, chiton and maphorion. Michael is beardless and 
wears crown, divitision and loros; τ. hand holds globus surmounted by cross; in |. hand 
akakia. Constantine, beardless, wears crown, divitision and loros whose end falls over I. 
forearm; τ. hand holds akakia; in |. globus. In upper field |. and r., MP and OV. Circular 
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inscription: MX - ... 


116-117A. Ῥωμανὸς, A’, Εὐδοκία, Μιχαὴλ, ©’, Κωνσταντῖνος καὶ Ανδρόνικος 
(1068-1071). 


116. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 17. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul 7) D. 30-30.5 (26) 4 mm. W. 27.20 
g. Very good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Myuimop, Ieuaru, No 13. 


117. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 189. Find-spot: uncertain. Handed over to the Museum by the Foreign 
Ministry in 1978. D. 29-32.5 (26) 5.5 mm, W. 35.74 g. Complete imprint on a thick blank in a good state 
of preservation. 

Unpublished. 


117A Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak, no. 248). Find-spot: the village of Dabene, 
Karlovo municipality. D. 32-33 (?) 5.5 mm. W. 37. 80 g. Incomplete and deformed imprint. 
Unpublished. 
It is difficult to say whether any of the three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Ebersolt, Constantinople, nos. 148-149; Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 93; Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 24; 
JIuxaues, Moauedoeyavi, ΤᾶΘΠ. LXXVII, 7-9; Seyrig, no. 7; Coxonospa, Ne 128-136. 


Obv. As above. 

Κεν In center, Michael VII; on |. and r., shorter figures of Constantine and Andronikos. 
Each is beardless, standing facing on circular footstool and wearing crown with cross 
and pendants, divitision and loros. Michael holds in r. hand labarum ornamented with 
pellets; in 1., akakia. Constantine holds in τ. globus surmounted by trefoil ornament; 
in L, akakia; end of loros falls over his |. forearm. Circular inscription: KWN - MX 
- ANA 


The third son of Constantine X Doukas, Andronikos, who was proclaimed co-emperor 
a little later, is also represented on this group of seals. Thus its dating is to the end of 1068 
or the beginning of 1069 until 1st October 1071, when Romanos IV Diogenes was taken 
captive in the battle at Mantzikert, although he was de jure basileius until the beginning of 
1072. 

The discovery ofthe bullae of Romanos IV Diogenes in the territory of modern Bulgaria 
and mostly in the Haskovo region attests to the contacts of these lands with the central power 
and possibly to some extreme measures for the defense of this region. 


118-119. Μιχαὴλ, Θ᾽ Δούκας (1071-1078) 


Type A. 


118. Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: Parvomai, disc. Plovdiv. D. 24-30 mm; of the seal 
itself 24 mm. W. 13.90 g. One third of the specimen is cut or chipped. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 95 (DO. 55. 1. 4334); Ckonona, Ne 137-144. 


Obv. Christ, bearded, seated on a high-backed throne, wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. 
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hand) and holding book of the Gospels with jeweled cover (I. hand). Sigla: .. || XC. 
Rev. Michael VII, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross and 
pendants, divitision and loros whose end falls over his l. forearm; τ. holds long labarum 
resting on ground; in l., globus surmounted by cross. Circular inscription: 
ΝΑ. -Μιχ[αὴλ αὐτοκράτωρ Ῥομαίωνό Δούκας] 


Type Β. 


119. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 3. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul 3). D. 27-27.5 (28 7) 4 mm. W. 20.55 
g. The imprint was well-centered, but obviously the blank was smaller than the diameter of the dies; as a 
result, parts of the depiction and inscription remained outside. Bulla in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. MymMwoB, Ieuaru, Νο 15. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Christ, bearded, seated on a high-backed throne, wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. 
hand) and holding book of the Gospels with jeweled cover (1. hand). 

Rev. Bust of Michael VII, bearded, facing; wears crown with cross and pendants, divitision 
and loros. It is difficult to say what he holds in his r. hand, since only part of the shaft 
of the staff or labarum is visible. He holds in 1. hand globus surmounted by cross. No 
circular inscription visible. 


The publisher of the seal has identified the emperor with Michael VII Doukas, putting 
forward as an argument a type of Histamenon of the same emperor (see Wroth, Catalogue, 
Pl. LXIL7; Grierson, DOC, IIU2, Pl. LXVL 1). 

At the lack of parallels, we should accept the arguments of the original publisher of the 
seal. Indeed, complete similarities between coins and seals of some emperors do exist, but 
some types of seals remain the same with more than one emperor, in contrast to coins. 


120. Νικηφόρος, I" Βοτανειάτης (1078-1081) 


RHM-Pernik, no. 360. Discovered in the course of archaeological excavations in square VI/19 at a depth of 
0.20-0.40 m on 195 June 1960. D. 31-31 (29) 3 mm. Well-centered imprint. The relief of the obverse is 
pressed and the inscription on the reverse at the right of the Emperor remained out of the blank. 

Ed. YOpykona, Ilepuuk, 113-115, ταθπ. Π.Ι. 

Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 423; Konstantopoulos, no. 282; Ebersolt, Constantinople, nos. 
150-151; Zacos , Seals, I, no. 98 (DO. 58. 106. 484; 55. 1. 4336); Seibt, Bleisiegel, πο. 26; JIuxaueb, 
Μοπιιόδοθγποι, ra6n. LXXVII, l; Seibt, Zarnitz, no. 1.1.8; Papaggelos, I. The Athonite Monastery of 
Zygou, Thessaloniki, 2005, p. 36; Cokonosa, Ne 145-146. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, facing; has nimbus cr. with pellet in each limb of cross, wears 
chiton and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding book of the Gospel with jeweled 
cover (1. hand). Sigla: IC-XC. 

Rev. Nikephoros UI, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross and 
pendants, divitision and loros whose end falls over his |. forearm; r. holds long labarum 
resting on ground; in l., globus surmounted by cross. Circular inscription: 

+ NIKHODOP'ACCITT'. WROTANIAT' 
+ Νικηφόρ(ῳ) δεσπί(ό)τ(ῃ) [τ]ῷ Βοταν(ε)ιάτ(ῃ) 
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What makes the information on this seal important is the fact that it was found in 
the fortress near Pernik. It could be assumed that this was an ordinary correspondence of 
the central administration to its local representative. However, having in mind the fact that 
correspondence of other representatives of the Botaneiates family was also received there, 
the hypothesis made in the last part of the research that one of this family’s estates was 
located in Pernik has its reasons. 


121-194. Αλέξιος, A’ Κομνηνὸς (1081-1118) 


Type A. 


121. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.21589. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-30 (over 30) 
3-4 mm. W. 21.17. g. Well-centered, but poorly preserved specimen, deeply corroded. 
Ed. Wopnanos, ΠΠρεεπαθ, Ne 8; Mopaanos, ΚΟΜΗΜΗΗ, Ne 1. 


122. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.25706. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-29 (over 26) 
5 mm. W. 18.50 g. Incomplete imprint, in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεζταε, Ne 9; Vopnanos, ΚοΜΗΜΗΗ, Ne 2. 


123. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24814. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voivoda, 
disc. Sliven. D. 28-30(27?) 5 mm, W. 2311. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, no. 1; Mopaanos, Κομημην, No 3. 


124. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 4. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 30-33 (28) 5 mm. W. 21.44 g. 
Well-centered and complete imprint but some letters are effaces. 
Ed. Myuiwos, Πεπατη, Ne 16. 


125. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 5. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 30-33 (27.9) 3 mm. W. 18.62 
g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. The reverse is slightly displaced, but is nevertheless 
on the blank. 
Ed. ΜΥΙΙΜΟΒ, Πεπατη, No 17. 


126. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 38. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-29 (?) 3.5 mm. W. 18. 93 g. Complete 
imprint in a poor state of preservation. No traces of the inscription visible. 
Unpublished. 


127. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 134 (from the former Avramov Collection). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 
27-27.5 (over 27) 4 mm. W. 16. 40 g. The imprint is slightly off-centered. Specimen in a poor state of 
preservation. 

Unpublished. 


128. Private collection (S. Petrov from Haskovo). Find-spot: Chala fortress on the land of the village of Goliam 
Izvor, Haskovo region. D. 31-31 (28) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, especially the inscription. 
Ed. MopananoB-Axra;xkoB, XackoBcko, Ne 2; llopnanos, KoMnunn, Νο 6. 


129. Historical Museum, Asenovgrad, no.1530. Find-spot: Asen's fortress. D. 30.5-31(27) 4.1 mm. Incomplete 
imprint, as the above. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 1;Wopnanos, Komuuuy, Νο 7. 


130. Private collection (Y. Todorov from Shumen). He has purchased it from the Numismatic Club in Burgas. 
My supplementary information from Burgas is that its find-spot is the fortress near the village of Melnitsa, 
Elhovo region. D. 27.5-30(27?)4.5 mm. Superb specimen. 
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Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no.2 ; Ďopaanos, Komunun, Ne 8. 


131. Private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Find-spot: the land of the village of Belozem, Plovdiv 
region. D. 30-30 mm. 
Ed. Ĥopaanos, Komunun, Ne 9. 


132. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-28 mm. Good specimen. 
Ed. Wopaanos, ΚοµΗµΗη, Ne 10. 


133. Private collection (A. Radushev, from Sofia). According to the former owner, the bulla was found in 
Preslav. D.26-29 (?) 5 mm. W. 18.90 g. Incomplete imprint of irregular shape. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Komunun, Ne 11. 


134. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain (region of Doulovo ?). D. 30-33 (29) 
3 mm. W. 18.80 g. Imprint in an excellent state of preservation. The inscription and some other parts of 
the dies did not print. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Komuuun, Ne 12. 


. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: village of Konush, disc. Haskovo. D. 28-29 (26) 
mm, W. 15.20 g. [ncomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
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136. Historical Museum, Asenovgrad, no.19660. Find-spot: the region of Sts Cyrik and Jolanta Monastery to 
the southwest of Asenovgrad. D. 25-27 mm. A piece broken. 
Unpublished. 


136A. Archaeological Museum, Varna, no. VIII 240. Find-spot: in ploughed up a field between the villages of 
Drandar and Voyvodino, disc. of Varna. D. 30-31.5 mm, W. 22. 57 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state 


of preservation. 
Ed. Moros, B. Hos nesar ua Απεκομᾶ ΚΟΜΗΜΗ.- Hyvuswamuunuu, cpaeucmuanu u enuepaqcku 
npuuocu ko ucmopuama na Hepuoxiopckomo kpaiiópeoicue. Acta Musei Varnensisi, VII-2, Varna, 2008, 


172-176. 


136B. In a private collection. Find-spot: village of Vodno, disc. of Silistra. D. 30-31 mm. Incomplete imprint 


in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Moros, Á., Hukoaos, H. Ποχοπ»τ ua Απεκομη I ΚΟΜΗΜΗ KbM Jipscrep (1087 r). Hosu ganun n 


unrepriperauns (in press) 


137-192. Unknown place of preservation. | had the chance to examine them but did not document them. They 
were confiscated by the police in Russe and the expert (a student of mine from Turnovo University) 
showed them to me for consultation. | have illustrations of only 4 specimens. 

Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 418. no. 4; Manuenko, Karasor, Ne 10; Zacos, Seals, |, πο. 102; Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, no. 27; JIuxaues, Moaueooey10t, rab. LXXVII 2-6; Coxonopa, Ne 147-164. 


Obv. Christ, bearded, seated on a high-backed throne, wears chiton and himation; blessing 

(τ. hand) and holding book of the Gospels with jeweled cover (1. hand). In field 1. and 
r, sigla: IC-XC. 

Rev. Alexios I, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross and pendants, 
divitision and loros whose end falls over his l. forearm; r. holds long labarum resting on 
ground; in l., globus surmounted by cross. Circular inscription: 

+ AA€ZIW AECHOT TW KOMNHNW 
+ Αλεξίῳ δεσπότ(ῃ) τῷ Κομνηνῷ 


Type B. 
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193. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: Plovdiv region. D. 17-17 (?) 2 mm. It has a channel for 
suspension, therefore it was affixed to a correspondence. 
Ed. Vopananos, ΚοΜΗΜΗΗ, Ne 13. 
Parallel: Schlumberger, Sig., p.79 


Obv. At l., St. Demetrios, nimbate, beardless, standing facing; wears short military tunic, 
breastplate and sagion, holds sword in r. hand; he hands to the emperor labarum on 
long shaft. At r., John II, beardless, standing on dais; wears divitision and loros; l. hand 
half-raised in adoration. Remnants of an inscription 

Rev. Standing figures of Alexios I at l., and Irene at r., holding between them patriarchal cross 
on long shaft. Both wear crown, divitision and loros. Traces of a circular inscription: + 
AACEIW....... l 


What kind of seals were these and what were they used for? In Schlumberger, Sig., 
p. 79, it is assumed that these are tesserae or sphragida. In one specimen published by me 
(Wopaanos, ΚοΜΗΜΗΗ, Ne 13) the channel is also preserved which means that it was attached 
to a correspondence. 

The personages represented on the seal are in connection with the proclamation of John 
Komnenos co-emperor of his father Alexios I Komnenos in September 1092. Scyphate coins 
of similar subject marking the beginning of a new type of coinage that survived down to the 
fall of the Empire were struck on this occasion. More than 60 specimens were discovered 
and documented from the territory of modern Bulgaria. They had other usage most probably 
of counters, coupons or tesseras but not seals. For this reason they are not included in the 
present research with the exception of the specimen with a channel. Illustrations of several 
Specimens are included for reference (see Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 113 


Type C. 


194. Archaeological Museum Sofia, no. 112. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-16 (15) 2 mm. W. 4.36 g.Complete 
and relatively well-preserved specimen. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of Christ blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). 
Rev. Bust of Alexios I with stemma, divitision and loros; holds scepter (r. hand) and a globus 
surmounted with a cross (l. hand). Remains of the inscription: AJI. 


Actually this is a lead coin with direction of the obverse inscription as in seals and 
of the reverse as in coins. But it is lead. I wonder whether it is not a tessera as the above 
cases. 

The distribution of the seals of Alexios I Komnenos is in conformity with his activities 
in the Bulgarian lands, particularly in the first decades of his reign. 

One find which is not yet sufficiently documented serves as a testimony to the dramatic 
evens of 1087 in northeastern Bulgaria. 

Fifty-five whole lead seals and some fragmentary ones of Alexios I Komnenos were 
discovered in the same place generally in Silistra region. Threads from a string were preserved 
in the channels of some of them. These are remains perhaps of the imperial mail which was 
being carried by a courier to its addressees and was hindered by the dramatic events. It 1s not 
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a matter of chance that the emperor himself covered the distance from Dristra to Goloe in 
southern Bulgaria for one night. 


195-196, Μανουὴλ. A’ Κομνηνὸς (1143-1180) 


195. Private collection (a collector from the village of Malko Drianovo, Stara Zagora region). Found on the 
land of the village in the course of field work. D. 41-44 (37) 4.1 mm. Complete and well-preserved 
imprint, holed in center, later the opening was filled in. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Komuunu, Ne 17. 


196. RHM Shumen, no. 15509. Formerly in the collection of V. Stankov from Batak. Find-spot: on the land of 
the village of Mustrak, south of it, most probably at one of the Maritsa tributaries 20 km from Svilengrad. 
D. 40-41 (33)? mm. W. 44.10 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. The inscription containing the 
name of the ruler is almost completely obliterated. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Laurent, Vatican, no. 13; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 107 (DO. 58. 106. 670; 55. 1. 4350; 77. 34. 103, 
Spink 127, no. 4); Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 29; Seyrig, no. 8; Cheynet, Antioche, no. 3; Seibt-Zarnitz, no. 
1.1.9; Coko-toBa, Ne 166-172. 


Obv. Youthful bust of Christ, facing; has nimbus cr. with + in each limb of cross; wears 
chiton and himation; blessing (τ. hand) and holding scroll (l. hand). Sigla: IC-XC. 
Vertical inscription in two columns: O | EM | MA - NS | HA 

Rev. Manuel I, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross with pendants, 
divitision and loros which falls over the l. arm; holds short labarum decorated with 
pellets (τ. hand) and akakia (1. hand). Circular inscription: 

-MANSHAACCIIOT' - τώΠΟΡ. ..... 
+Mavovna δεσπότ(η) τῷ πορ[φυρογεννήτῳ] 


The discovery of the bulla in Stara Zagora region, where the emperor himself spent the 
winter of 1154-1155, is easy to explain and logical. He set orders and respectively got reports 
by his military commanders located near Beroe. 


197-199. Ἰσαάκιος, B' Άγγελος (1185-1195) 
Type A. 


197. Private collection (V. Varbanov from Elkhovo, currently in the National Historical Museum, Sofia). Find- 
spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, disc. Elkhovo. D. 42-45 mm. Complete and well- 
preserved imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 29; Mopaanos, ΚΟΜΗΜΗΗ, Ne 18. 
Parallels: Barnea, Empereurs, no. 14; JIuxaues, Momedoeyavi, an. LXXIX, l; Seibt, Zarnitz, 1.1.10; 
CoxoonBa, Νο 174. 


Obv. Christ bearded, seated on backless throne, wears chiton and himation; blesses (r. hand) 
and holds book of the Gospels (l. hand). In field 1. and r., sigla: IC-XC. 

Rev. Isaakios II, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross and pendants, 
divitision and loros whose end falls over his |. forearm; holds a cruciform scepter (r. 
hand) and akakia (1. hand). In upper r. field, manus Dei. Vertical inscription at 1. and r.: 
I-CAA-KI-OC || A€C-IIO-T : Ἰσαάκιος δεσπότ(ης). 
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Type B. 


198. RHM-Stara Zagora, no. 155. Found on the land of the village of Zemlen; Stara Zagora region, but outside 
9305, D. 48:50 (35) 5 mm. Once a good imprint, now heavily damaged. Only traces of 
letters from the inscription are preserved; its restoration would need a modicum of imagination. 
Ed. Wopnanon, Kommuna, Ne 19, 











199. RHM-Veliko Turnovo; no. V 
Pisarev, it was found in thé οἱ 
weak and indistinct imprint, 
Ed. Wopaanos, ΚΟΜΗΜΗΗ, Ne 2¢ 
It is impossible to determine whethei 
Parallels: Seibt-Zarnitz, no.1. 1.107. 


According to the information of the diseased colleague Atanas 
xeavations on Tsarevets. D.36-36 (33) 4 mm. Well-centered, but 


two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
na, No 175. 


Obv. Christ bearded, seated on a backless throne, wears chiton and himation; blesses (r. 
hand) and holds book of the Gospels (1. hand). In field 1. and r., sigla: IC-XC. 

Rev. Isaakios II, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross and pendants, 
divitision and loros whose end falls over his |. forearm; holds a cruciform scepter (τ. 
hand) and akakia (1. hand). In upper r. field, manus Dei. Circular inscription: 
+ICAAKIOC BACIAEVC || PWMAIWN O ATTEAOC 
+ Ἰσαάκιος βασιλεὺς Ῥωμαίων ὁ Άγγελος. 


Only traces of letters from the inscription of the first specimen are preserved. They 
can be deciphered as follows: +ICAAKIOC BACIAEVC || PWMAIWN O AIT€AOC. The 
inscription is unusual. In the XIIth c., the title of the emperor is different, as illustrated 
above. Is it not an archaism which Isaakios II Angelos sought in order to distinguish himself 
from the Komnenoi already fallen into disgrace? 

There is no inscription on the second specimen. It is to a certain extent similar to the 
Zemlen one, thus giving me reasons to accept them as having belonged to one ruler. 

When presenting Isaakios II Angelos’ lead seal of the above type, N. P. Lihachev (see 
JIuxayes, Monusedoeyiol, c. 266) reported of another seal from the British Museum bearing 
a similar text: + Ἰσαάκιος βασιλεὺς Ῥωμαίων ὁ Ayyedos (7). No such seal is described 
in the catalogue of seals of the British Museum. It is impossible for me to check whether it 
applies to Isaakios I Komnenos. 


Type C. 


200. Archaeological Museum, Varna, no VIII 233. Find-spot: the fortress near the present-day Simeonovgrad. 
D. 45-45 (27) 5 mm, D. 62.77 g. Heavily worn-out specimen. The images on both sides are almost 
completely obliterated. The letters are in a better state of preservation; some of them are preserved only 
at their base. 


Ed. Wopaanos, M. HeusBecreH BW3aHTHÜckH ΜΜΠΕΡΑΤΟΡΟΚΗ neuar or XIII β.- Hywuswamuxa u 
cgppaeucmuxa, 1, 1999, 91-95; Wopnanos, Kowuuna, N 21. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Christ bearded, seated on a backless throne; wears chiton and himation; blesses (r. 
hand) and holds book of the Gospels (1. hand). No sigla visible. 

Rev. Isaakios II, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with cross and pendants, 
divitision and loros whose end falls over his l. forearm; r. hand half-raised before him 
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in adoration; in l., akakia. Vertical inscription at |. and r.: 
ICAA-KIOCE-NXwTw-OwllIC-..BA-CIAE-VC || KAIA-ToKPAT-oPPoM - AloNo 
- KoMNH - NoC 

+ Ἰσαάκιος ἐν Χ(ριστ)ῷ τῷ Θ(ε)ῷ πισ[τὸ(ς)] βασιλεὺς καὶ αὐτοκράτορ 
Ῥομαίον ὁ Κομνηνὸς. 


There is only one emperor bearing these names in Byzantine history: Isaakios I Komnenos 
1057-1059. His seals are known in the literature. They have a different iconography, style, 
titulature and mostly paleography of the letters (see Zacos, Seals, 1, nos. 85-86). All that 
renders the identification of the emperor from the present seal with Isaakios I Komnenos 
impossible. 

The title ἐν Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ πιστὸς βασιλεὺς καὶ αὐτοκράτωρ Ῥωμαίων ὁ 
Κομνηνὸς is earliest attested on XIIIth-century seals. Exactly the same titles are inscribed 
on extant seals of John Doukas Komnenos (1242-1244, see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 115, 
Oikonomides, Dated, no. 132). The characteristic paleography of the letters and the ligature 
of some of them date them to the beginning of the XIIIth c. at the earliest. All that excludes 
the person of Isaakios I Komnenos. We can now consider Isaakios II again. He was emperor 
from 1185 until 1195, when he was dethroned by a coup and blinded by his brother. In July 
1203, when the crusaders appeared before the walls of Constantinople, he was reinstated 
on the throne, although the power was actually in the hands of his son and co-ruler Alexios 
IV. This situation continued until the end of January 1204, when the next coup was made 
resulting in the execution of Isaakios and his son. 

It could be assumed that this seal reflects precisely the period under study, when the 
dynastic name Komnenos had to become popular instead of the disreputable Angelos. 

The discovery of Isaakios [I Angelos’ lead seals in the Bulgarian capital Veliko Turnovo 
as well as in modern southern Bulgaria (the village of Zemlen, Stara Zagora region, the 
village of Melnitsa, Yambol region, and the fortress near modern Simeonovgrad) seems 
quite natural in the context of the events and relationships between the two states. 


201. Δαβὶδ Κομνηνὸς (1204-1214) 


I have no information of its current location. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul). I did not have the opportunity to 
work with the original; however, judging by the photo, it is perhaps a case of a cast of the original. D. 
45-46 (?) 6 mm. Incomplete imprint. Parts of the depiction and inscription are out of the blank. 

Ed. ΜΥΙΙΜΟΒ, Πειατη, No 21. 

Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 425; Beraepa, F. II. Heuarb rparresygrckoro ummeparopa ΠαβΗΠΑ.- 
HPAHK, VII, 1902, 247-248; Ebersolt, Constantinople, no 162; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2754; JIuxaueB, 
Moausdoeynel, ταβη. LX XX12-3. 


Obv. King David, bearded, seated on a backless throne; wears crown with pendants and 
imperial robes; holds tripartite scepter in τ. hand, in 1., akakia. In field |. and r., vertical 
inscription: O-BACI-A€V-C || K.... - ... - .. (ὁ βασιλεὺς κ(αὶ)........... 

Rev. Vertical inscription of six lines: 

AAA RACIAE | ΑΟΦΑΛΕΟΓΡΑ | DWNKVPOC: | AAAKOMNHNOV | RACIA€KTO 
| NSTINOV 

Δα(βὶ)δ βασιλε(ὺς) ἀσφαλες γραφῶν κύρος Δα(βὶ)δ Κομνηνοῦ βασιλεκγόνου 
γίνου 


106 





d 
: 
ΕΙ 


After the enumeration of publications of similar seals, it will only be necessary perhaps . 
to summarize the evolution in the dating of this type of seals. At the beginning, it was dated to 
the XVth c. on the assumption that it was affixed to the correspondence of the last emperor of 
Trapezous, who sold his state to the Turkish sultan Mohamed II (see ΒΕΓΠΕΡΗ, F. II. Hegar 
ΤΡΑΠΕΞΥΗΤΟΚΟΓΟ uMreparopa /Iaguna.-/Z7PAHK, VIII, 1902, 247-248). It is now accepted 
that it was a seal of the first emperor of Trapezous after April 1204 (see Zacos, Seals, I, 
1572-1573). 


202. Eppixoc Φλάντρας (1206 - 1216) 


RHM-Veliko Turnovo. Found in the course of excavations on Tsarevets. D. 41 mm. W. 42.75 g. Good imprint 
and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Woues, M. Mo/tHBAOBy/I Hà JIaTHHCKHOI, KOHCTAHTHHOIIOJCKH ΜΜΠΕΡΔΤΟΡ XeHpHX, ΟΤΚΡΗΤ npu 
pasxonkure Ha ΠΙ4ΡΘΒΟΗΙ.- Hywuswamuxa, 2, 1987, 24-25. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no.112 (DO. 58. 106. 632, Spink 132, no. 157-158). 


Obv. Henry seated on a backless throne; wears crown with pendants and imperial robes; 
holds cruciform scepter in r. hand; in 1., globus surmounted by cross. The throne is 
decorated with animal heads. The head of the emperor protrudes into the border. 
Circular inscription between two borders of dots, beginning at 1 o'clock: 

+ €PPIKOC ΔΕΟΠΟΤΗΟ : + Ἑρρῖκος δεσπότης 

Rev. Henry rides horse galloping to r.; wears armour and holds (r. hand) uplifted sword; in. |. 
shield. The helmeted head of the emperor and the legs and tail of the horse project into 
the border, thus breaking the continuity of the inscription. Circular inscription between 
two borders of dots, beginning at 12 o'clock: 

HENRICVS DIGRAT'IPRT'ROMAN' : Henricus D(e)i grat(ia) I(m)p(e)r(a)t(or) 
Roman(iae). 


Henry de Eno, brother of Emperor Baldwin, was proclaimed regent of the emperor 
after the capture of the latter in the battle at Adrianoupolis (14 April 1205). He was officially 
crowned emperor on 20" August 1206, after the death of the previous emperor was confirmed. 
He died in Thessalonike on 11" June 1216. 

The correspondence impressed with the seal of Emperor Henry was received in the 
Bulgarian capital Turnovo generally in the period 1206-1216. It is however more likely to 
have happened after the allied relationships between Bulgaria and the Latin empire were 
established and strengthened by the marriage of Henry to Kaloian’s daughter in 1213 (see 
Aanyepa-Bacuesa, A. bwieapua u Jlamuuckama umnepua 1204-1261, C., 1985, 74- 
75,104-105). 


203. Ῥοβέρτος (1221-1228). 


RHM-Veliko Turnovo. Found in the course of archaeological excavations on Tsarevets, site 22, square 74/5. D. 
40-42 /40/ 4 mm. W. 41.78 g. Superb imprint of well-preserved high relief. 
Ed. Oguapos, T. HosBoorkpur neuar ga Ιἴαροδει. - Hywussiamuxa, 4, 1979, 5-8. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no 113 a-b (DO. 55. 1. 4353). 
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Obv. Robert seated on backless throne; wears crown with pendants and imperial robes; holds 
cruciform scepter in τ. hand; in 1., globus surmounted by cross. The throne is decorated 
with animal heads. The head of the emperor protrudes into the border. Circular 
inscription between two borders of dots beginning at | o'clock: 
ΡΟΒΕΡΤΟΟΔΕΟΠΟΤΗΟ : Ῥοβέρτος δεσπότης 

Rev. Robert rides horse galloping to r.; wears armour and holds uplifted sword (r. hand) and 
shield (1. hand). The helmeted head of the emperor and the legs and tail of the horse 
project into the border. Circular inscription between two borders of dots beginning 
at 12 o'clock: ROB'TIDIGRA'IMPATOROMANIA = Rob(er)ti(us) D(e)i gra(tia) 
Imp(er)ato(r) Romania. 


Robert of Courtenay was chosen emperor in 1219, but managed to arrive and occupy 
the throne in Constantinople only in 1221. On his way from France to the Latin empire he 
went through Bulgaria. After the revolt of his barons in 1227, he fled to the Pope in Rome 
seeking support. He died in Achaia in 1228 on his way to Constantinople. There are no 
available facts about negotiations or generally about any relationships with Bulgaria, but 
perhaps such did exist. There must have been at least a message on the legitimacy of the new 
ruler. It is also possible that Robert of Courtenay sought the support of the Bulgarian ruler 
John II Assen for his restoration on the throne after the escape to Rome. All that explains the 
receipt in the Bulgarian capital of correspondence impressed with the seal of this emperor. 


204. Βαλδουῖνος, B' Φλάντρας (1228-1261) 


RHM-Pleven, no.1450. Found in the course of excavations in the central nave of the early Christian basilica in 
Kailuka locality near Pleven, at a depth of 0.60 m., in 1962. D. 44.5-45 (around 43) 4 mm. Incomplete 
imprint; the bulla itself is in a poor state of preservation, battered and with obliterated fields. Holed in the 
upper part: perhaps suspended from a document or worn as a medallion. 

Ed.VeuoBa, E. Onoseu neuar Ha ΠΏΤΜΗΟΚΗΗ ΜΜΠΕΡΑΤΟΡ bangayun H or cpenHoBekoBHaTa κρεποςστ 
Ππεβεη. - Hywusmamuxa, 3, 1985, 12-15. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, Ι, no 114 a-b (DO. 55. 1. 4354, Spink 132, no. 159). 


Obv. Baldwin II seated on backless throne; wears crown with pendants and imperial robes; 
holds cruciform scepter in r. hand; in l., globus surmounted by cross. Circular inscription 
between two borders of dots: BAAABINOC........... MAA ....: Βαλδουῖνος [δεσπότης 
πορφυρογέννιτος ὁ] Φλά[ντρας] 

Κεν Baldwin II rides horse galloping to r.; wears crown with pendants and military dress; 
holding a scepter surmounted by cross over crescent (r. hand) and reins before breast 
(|. hand). Circular inscription between two borders of dots: ..LDVINVS................ : 
[Ba]lduinus [ Dei gratia Imperator Augustus Romania. 


The discovery in Bulgaria of a lead seal of Baldwin II is better substantiated than 
that of Robert's. It is known through Baldwin that the Bulgarian tsar designed complicated 
diplomatic and dynastic schemes for strengthening the Bulgarian influence in Constantinople. 
It is also known that there was an engagement between the minor (two or three years old) 
Helen and the ten-year-old Baldwin, and that the Bulgarian tsar was proclaimed regent (for 
the events, see boxusos, ΓΙ036π68, Bwieapua, 1, 482-484). The presence of the bulla in 
the specific environment in the basilica in Pleven is more difficult to explain; however, 
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assumptions including those made by its publisher are possible. 


205-206. Θεόδωρος, A' Κομνηνὸς ὁ Λάσκαρης (1208-1222) 


205. RHM-Veliko Turnovo, no. 4166. Find-spot: uncertain; generally, from the area of the present-day 
Cholakovtsi Housing Estate, to the west of Veliko Turnovo. D. 33.5-36 (?) 3.5-5 mm. W. 31.986 g. 
Well-centered imprint, but nevertheless the die bearing the image of the emperor was made slightly to the 
right, as a result parts of the inscription with the dynastic names remained out of the blank. Specimen in 
a superb state of preservation. 

Ed. ΧΒΡΗΤΟΗΟΒ, X. ΜΟΠΗΒΠΟΒΥΠ Ha Hukeitckus umneparop Τοοπορ I Jlackapuc.-/fseecmua na 
Mcmopuueckua myseù, Benuxo ΤΈΡΗΟΡο, XIV, 1999, 177-181. 


206. RHM-Shumen, no.15037/1.Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D. 16-36 mm. W. 12.38 g. Fragment smaller than a half. Its identification is on the basis of a published 
specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 114. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Christ, bearded, standing facing on a souppendion; wears chiton and himation; r. hand 
extended in benediction; in L, book of the Gospel. In field |. and r., sigla: IC-XC. 
Rev. Theodore I, standing facing on round dais; wears forked beard, crown with pendants, 
divitision and chlamys; τ. hand uplifted, holds long labarum resting on the ground; in L., 
globus surmounted by patriarchal cross. Vertical inscription on |. and r.: 
Q€-O-AW-POC-A€C-IIO-T || o-KO..-o...-KA-P.. 
Θεόδωρος δεσπότ(ης) ὁ Κο[μν(ηνὸς)] ὁ [Λάσ]καρ[ις] 


We cannot be absolutely sure in the proposed restoration due to incompleteness of the 
patronyms. Another type of seals of Theodore I Laskaris is known bearing a representation 
of St. Theodore Stratelates on the obverse and almost the same image and inscription on the 
reverse (see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 116). 

On the basis of the seals of the next Nicaeian rulers John III Doukas and Michael VIII 
Palaiologos we draw the conclusion that the image of Christ Chalkites is obligatory and 
presumably official for tne imperial state symbols. The present seal should be dated to the 
second half or the end of Theodore 1 Laskaris’ reign, when he and his state firmly established 
themselves; thus representations of Christ Chalkites appear quite naturally on his seals. 

The discovery of Theodore I Laskaris’ lead seal near the Bulgarian capital attests to 
realized contacts between the Bulgarian and Nicaeian rulers which undoubtedly existed. It . 
may well be that the correspondence of the Nicaeian emperor was received in Turnovo on 
the occasion of the enthronement of the new Bulgarian ruler John Asen II in 1218. 

The type of seals bearing the image of St. Theodore Stratelates was affixed to the 
correspondence of the Nicaeian ruler in the early period of formation of his state. 


207. Ἰωάννις I" Δούκας Βατάτζης (1222-1254) 


RHM-Veliko Turnovo. Found in the course of archaeological excavations on Tsarevets, site 12, in 1974. D. 
32-36 (?) 4 mm. W.26.00 g. The blank was smaller for the whole imprint, but the difficulties with the 
ruler’s identification arise from the condition of the bulla. Its surface was scratched with a sharp object; 
these are perhaps graffiti. 
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Ed. Πµςαρ6Β, A. BusauruiickH ΟΠΟΒΕΗ neuar oT xbama Llapeseu.- Hymusmamuxa, 4, 1978, 16-18. 
Parallels: Laurent, Vatican, no 14; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 118b (Spink, 127, no. 5); Seibt, Bleisiegel, no 
30; JIuxaues, Μοπιιθὀοθγπυι. ra6n. LXXIX, 3; CokoaonBa, Νο 177. Only the parallels not containing the 
epithet of Christ Chalkites are given. 


Obv. Christ, bearded, standing facing on a souppedion; wears chiton and himation; r. hand 
extended in benediction; in 1., book of the Gospel. In field 1. and r., sigla: IC - XC. 

Rev. John III, bearded, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with pendants, divitision 
and chlamys; τ. hand uplifted holdinng long labarum resting on ground; in 1., globus 
surmounted by patriarchal cross. 


The inscription is completely obliterated. The identification is made on the basis of the 
cited parallel specimen from Zacos Collection. 

Despite the poor condition of the bulla the cited parallel specimens as well as the 
correspondence in the coins of the same ruler (see Hendy, Coinage, Pl. XXXIII, 9) give us 
grounds to assume that this is a seal affixed to correspondence of John III Batatzes to the 
Bulgarian ruler's court in Turnovo. In the light of the Bulgarian-Nicaeian relationships there 
were numerous occasions for that. 


208. Μιχαήλ. P Παλαιολόγος (1261-1282). 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna) Find-spot: uncertain. D.20-35 (30) 5 mm. W. 2.20 g. Half of what 
was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 121 bis (b); Cokoaona, Ne 184-185. 


Obv. Christ, bearded standing facing on a souppedion; wears chiton and himation; r. hand 
extended in benediction; in l., book of the Gospel. In field at r., sigla: .. || XC. 

Rev. Michael I, standing facing on round dais; wears crown with pendants, divitision and 
loros whose end falls over the |. forearm; r. hand uplifted holds long labarum resting 
on the ground. Vertical inscription at 1. Μ-Δ.-.ΠΟ-......- Μ(ι) [χ(αὴλ)] δ[εσ]πό[της ὁ 
Παλεολόγος] 


209. Θεοδώρα Δούκαινα ἡ Παλαιολογήνα (1258-1282). 


Private collection. Offered for purchase at the Historical Museum in Yambol, but its owner, disagreeing with 
the offered price, withdrew it. Information on this bulla was presented to me by D. Draganov. Find-spot: 
generally southeastern Bulgaria. D. 32-34 mm. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 422; Gray-Birch, Catalogue, no 17463; Konstantopoulos, no 284; 
Laurent, Vatican, nos. 15-16; Zacos, Seals, I, no.122 a-d; JIuxaues, Monueooeynut, rab. LXXIX,4-6; 
ΟοκοΠοβα, Νο 187-195. 


Obv. The Virgin seated frontally on a backless throne; wears chiton and maphorion, holding 
Christ on her lap. In upper field |. and r., sigla: MP || eV. 

Rev Theodora standing facing; wears crown with pendants, wide-sleeved divitision and 
loros; holds scepter with trefoil top in |. hand; attitude of r. hand indistinct. Vertical 


inscription at l. and r.: 
-O0€0O-AQPA-C€VCC€-BCTA-THA V-T 89A || ASK-AINA-HIIAA-AIOAO-THNA 
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- «Θεοδώρα εὐσεβεστάτη αὐγούστα Δούκαινα ἢ Παλαιολογήνα 


το Theodora was daughter of sebastokrator Isaakios Doukas, brother of Emperor John 
TII Vatatzes, and wife of Emperor Michael VIII Palaiologos (1258-1282). She was born ca. 
1240, married Michael Palaiologos in 1253 and died on 4" March 1303. 

Although the exact find-spot of the bulla is not specified, its presence in the villages 
of modern southeastern Bulgaria is fairly logical. That was a disputed territory between 
Bulgaria and Byzantium and many settlements were once a Byzantine territory. Even if they 
belonged to the Bulgarian state, the sending of correspondence of the Byzantine empress to 
some of them is quite natural, for example, to some monastery or other similar institutions. 


210-212. Ανδρόνικος, B' Παλαιολόγος (1282-1328) 


Type A. 


210. RHM-Burgas. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 34-35 (?) 4 mm. Once a good imprint, now in a poor state of 
preservation. The restoration of the inscription is made on the basis of the parallel specimens below. 
Ed. ΠΕΗΉΊΘΒ, B. Haxonko ΡΕΠΚΗ͂. BH3aHTHÜCKM HyMHM3MATHHECKM M COparHcTHueCKHM IIaMeTHHIIH OT 
oua Ha UM-Byprac. - Munano, 1, 1997, 41-45.. 


211. Archaeological Museum of Plovdiv, no. 6003. Former collection of V. Stankov, Batak, no. 1. Find-spot: 
the fortress "Tsepina", near the village of Doprkovo, disc. Pazardzhik. D. 26.4-34 mm. W. 21.94 g. Once 
a complete and well-centered imprint, but now with chipped upper part. 
Unpublished. 


211A. RHM-Kardzhali. Find-spot: village of Chereshitsa, disc. of Kardzali. D. 26-27 mm. 

Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Oguapos, H., KoraMauona, /I., Jumutpos, 3. Ckaneu rpan Hepriepukog.- Pwaeapcka apxeonoeus, 
2008, Codus, 2008, c. 96 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 423; Laurent, Vatican, no. 17; Zacos, Seals, I, no 123 a-c; JIuxaueB, 
Moausdoeynoi, ταῦπ. LXXX,1; Coxonosa, Ne 196-202. 


Obv. Christ, bearded standing facing on a souppedion; wears chiton and himation; r. hand 
extended in benediction; in 1., book of the Gospel. No sigla visible. 

Rev. Andronikos II, standing facing on round dais; wears forked beard, crown with pendants, 
divitision and loros which falls over his l. arm; τ. hand uplifted, holds long labarum 
resting on the ground; in l., akakia. Vertical inscription on |. and τ: 

a) A-H-AP-ON-IKOC-A€C-IIO. || HC-O-HAA-.-OAO-I.. 
b) A-N-APO-NIK-.... || ...-IIT-A-A€-OAO - IO-C 
᾿Ανδρόνικος δεσπό[τ]ης ὁ Παλεολόγος 


Type B 


212. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 188. Find-spot: uncertain. It was passed on to the museum by Nikola 
Mangarov in 1978. D. 30-30.5 (25) 4 mm. W. 22.86 g. Once a complete and well-centered imprint. Now 
corroded surface covered with mold Indistinct relief. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no 123bis; Coxonopa, Ne 205, where she attributed it to Andronikos III 
Palaiologos (1328-1341). 
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Obv. Christ, bearded standing facing in front of low thokos; wears chiton and himation; τ. 
hand extended in benediction; in l., book of the Gospel. Sigla: IC-XC. 

Rev. Andronikos II, standing facing on round dais; wears forked beard, crown with pendants, 
divitision and loros which falls over his |. arm; r. hand holding a scepter and akakia in 1. 
hand. Circular inscription beginning at r. 

AMAPONIKOCACCIIOT || HCOIITAAACOAOT'OC 
᾿Ανδρόνικος δεσπότης ὁ Παλαεολόγος 


213-215. “Avva Παλεολογήνα (1341-1347). 


213. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.19. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-28 (27) 4 mm. W. 22.28 g. Good 
imprint, but slightly off-center on the reverse. 
Ed. Schlumberger, Inedits, no. 172; ΜΥΙΙΜΟΒ, Πεπατη, Ne 20. 


214. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv. Find-spot: the town. D.30-30(26) 4 mm. Slightly off-center on the 
reverse. Bulla in a very good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 5. 


215. RHM-Shumen, no. 15070. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 66. Find-spot: Kardzhali 
region. Cut fragment of what was once a good imprint. W. 3.70 g. The restoration of the image and text 
is on the basis of the cited parallels. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 115 


216. RHM-Shumen. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 231. Find-spot: the land of the 
village of Pastrovo to the west of Stara Zagora. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Effaced 
surface. Punctured with a pointed object, perhaps a nail. D. 36-37 (33) 3.9-4.9 mm. W. 38.22 g. 
Unpublished 
The four specimen were struck in the same boulloterion. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no 127 a-c; Coxonosa, Ne 206. 


Obv. The Virgin seated frontally on a backless throne, wears chiton and maphorion, holds 
Christ on her lap. In upper field 1. and r., sigla: MP || © V. 

Rev. Anna standing facing; wears crown with pendants, wide-sleeved divitision and loros; 
holds scepter with jeweled top in |. hand; τ. hand half-raised before chest in supplication. 
Vertical inscription at |. and r.: 

a) ANN-.€VCE-.€9A... VT-..-.||AV-TOK-PATO.-ICAPO.-CONHII-AA€OA-OTT- 
NA 

b) AN.-AEVCE-.EV.-TAVE-84-A || AV-TOK-PATO.-ICAPOM-€O..-AACO.-OTT-NA 

EU cct au ο oe aed disi eu desees s ΦΕΟΝΗΠ-ΑΛΕΟΛ-ΟΓ... 

“Avva εὐσε[β]εστάτ(η) αὐγούστα αὐτοκρατόρισα Ῥομαέον ἡ Παλεολογίνα 


The empress is not identified in Schlumberger’s publication. Mushmov assumes that 
it is the wife of John VIII Palaiologos (1423-1448). She has recently been identified with 
Anna of Savoy, wife of Emperor Andronikos III Palaiologos (1328-1341). After his death 
on 15" June 1341, the mother empress Anna of Savoy Palaiologina, Patriarch John Kalekas, 
the grand doux Alexios Apokaukos and the grand domestikos John Kantakouzenos were 
proclaimed regents of the minor emperor John V Palaiologos (1341-1391). Soon after that, 
there was a conflict between the regents, which subsequently grew into a civil war between the 


112 





capital and provincial nobility. At the head of the capital aristocracy was Alexios Apokaukos 
supported by the mother empress, and the provincial was headed by John Kantakouzenos. The 
hostilities had variable success. Both parties sought as ally the Bulgarian tsar John Alexander 
(1331-1371). In 1343/1344, John Kantakouzenos launched an offensive in a region of the 
Rhodope mountains with the help of Turkish allies. In order to counteract the mother empress 
turned to John Alexander for help. In his return he wanted nine towns to be given into his 
possession, namely “Tzepina, Kritzimos, Peristitsa, St. Justina, Philipopolis (a large and 
remarkable town), Aetos, Beadnos and Kosnikos" (see Kantakouzenos, Historia, III, 66, p. 
406.20-22). We learn further from the history of John Kantakouzenos that John Alexander 
received these towns but refused to send his army against the Turks and Kantakouzenos (for 
the events, see ΡΟΊΚΗΠΟΒ, ΓΙΟ3ΕΠΘΒ, banrapua, I, 594-596). 

The important thing is that until 1344 Plovdiv belonged to the central government 
headed by Anna of Savoy Palaiologina; it was yielded into Bulgarian possession for promised 
help. On this occasion the empress must have sent her order for implementation to the local 
governor. 

The discovery in Plovdiv of a bulla of that same Anna of Savoy Palaiologina could be 
in connection with these events. 

It is also possible that the seal was also affixed to some other correspondence of the 
capital government. In 1344-1345, the regency headed by Anna of Savoy entered into 
negotiations with John Kantakouzenos and the Plovdiv metropolitan bishop was dispatched 
to him in Dimotika (see Kantakouzenos, Historia, III, 73, 444-445). Before setting out for 
the negotiations, he perhaps received written instructions and a mandate from the empress 
impressed precisely with this seal. 

Of course, these are only hypotheses; what is certain is that during the regency of Anna 
of Savoy Palaiologina (1341-1347) correspondence impressed with her seal was received in 
Philippopolis. 


217.Ἑλένη Παλαιολογήνα (1341-1391), wife of John V Palaiologos 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 21. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D.36-36 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Parts of the inscription are out of the blank. That renders the reading difficult, specifically of the empress’s 
name. 

Ed. MyniMoB, Πευατμ Ne 18. 
Parallels: Coxonosa, Νο 208. Numismatik Lanz München Auction 144. Auction date: 24th November 
2008. Lot number: 815. 


Obv. The Virgin seated frontally on a backless throne, wears chiton and maphorion, holding 
Christ on her lap. In upper field |. and r., sigla: MP | Ov. 

Rev. Helen standing facing; wears crown with pendants, wide-sleeved divitision and loros; 
holds scepter with jeweled top in l. hand. Vertical inscription at |. and τ: 


AAIO-AOTT-NA 


[+ Ἑλ]έ[νη εὐσ]εβεστάτη αὐγούστα [αὐ]τοκρατόρισα Ῥομαέον ἡ 
Παλαιολογίνα 


The author of the cited publication assumed that it refers to the wife of Manuel II 
Palaiologos (1391-1423). Sokolova’s assumption seems more acceptable to me. 
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2. Palace offices 
A. Civil 


a) ἀκτουάριος 

His office was connected with the hippodrome and mostly with horse-races. He was 
one of the invariable table-companions of the emperor after the races, and one of his duties 
was to confer awards on winners (see Bury, System, p.106; Guilland, L’hippodrome, p.3; 
Oikonomides, Listes, p.327). 

This office is not attested in the taktikon of Escurial presumably due to the low rank it 
had already acquired; while in the earlier taktikon of Uspenskij, 842-843 and Philotheos, 899 
it has a separate entry, occupying the place before the chartoularioi of stratiotikon, tagmata, 
idikon, etc. It is connected with the title of the spatharioi (see Oikonomides, Listes, 61.4; 
153.17). 


218. Αρκάδιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀκτουάρις (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22149. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-26 (?) 3 mm. W. 
6.00 g. The bulla is almost completely obliterated with corrosion. 
Ed. Mopaanos, [Tpecaae Ne 10. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
AOHOGIT, ως 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
AP..A | .R'A'CIIA | .ITSAK | ..AP' 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β]οήθει τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Apika] Olo] β(πρωτο)σπα[θα]ρίίῳ) (καὶ) 
ἀκ[του]αρ(ίῳ) 


ϱ) ἀρτικλίνης 

It derives from triclinios and is found in the forms ἀτρικλίνης and ἀρτοκλίνης. His 
duty was to show each emperor’s guest his place at the banquet, according to his rank (title 
and position). He was therefore best informed of the hierarchical order in the Empire. He 
was usually a eunuch, but there are also a number of cases when this position was occupied 
by ordinary nobles (see Oikonomides, Listes, 27-29; Seibt, Bleisiegel, S.146). 
The author of the extant taktikon of 899, the protospatharios Philotheos, occupied this 
position (on him and his taktikon, see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 65 et sq.). 


219-222. Εὐφίμιος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀρτικλίνης τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου 
(X-XI c.) 


219. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19888. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-25 (19) 2 
mm. W. 6.87 g. Well-preserved, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, [pecaae, Ne 11. 


220. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19690. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-26 mm. 
Specimen in a poor state of preservation, corroded and broken into two parts. 
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Ed. Uopnanos, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 12. 


221. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 259. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-24 (19) 1.5 
mm. W. 5.27 g. Specimen in a poor state of preservation, broken into two parts. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 13. 


222. Regional Historical Museum Shumen, no. 14216. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. 
Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-26mm, W. 5.82 g.. Specimen in a poor state of preservation, 
covered with lead oxides. 

' Ed. ltopaanos, Ilpecnae, Νο 14; Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 116. 
‘The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion was offered at the auction Classical Num. 
Group, 3, (15.03.1995), no.1902. Perhaps it also originates from Preslav! 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Circular inscription 
along a border of dots: + KCR'O'TOCOAOVAO 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ EV@I | MIMR’A’C | ΠΑΘΞΑΡΤΙ | KA’T8@IAO | XP'A€CCIT 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Εὐφιμίῳ B'(npoco)onaO(apto) (Kat) 
ἀρτικλ(ίνη) τοῦ Φιλοχρ(ίστου) δεσπ(ότου) 


ϱ) βαΐουλος 


An office sometimes written α5βάγυλος, attested in the sources from the mid-Byzantine 
period. It has the meaning of an educator, a tutor of the successor to the throne responsible 
not only for his education but also for his overall upbringing and forming of his personality. 
In this sense, he was a courtier who could influence certain intercessions. 

Lit. Laurent,V. Ὁ μέγας βαΐουλος. A l'occasion du parakimomene Basile Lecapene.- 
ΕΕΒΣ, 23, 1953, 183 ff, Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 148. 


223. Συνεσιος κουβικουλάριος καὶ βαΐουλος (VII-IX c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 36. Find-spot: uncertain. D 25-30 (22) 4 mm. W. 17. 56 g. Specimen ina 
poor state of preservation with damaged surface and a missing fragment. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OEO | TOKEBO | HOICVN | €CIO) + 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
..B| IK...AP | IQ.BAI | OVAOC 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθι Συνεσίῳ [κου]βικ[ουλ]αρίῳ [(Kai)] βαΐουλος 


The dating of the seal, according to the paleography of the letters and the combination 


of a tittle and position, is to the VIIIth-IXth centuries. Further investigations are needed 
regarding the person of this titular, who was an effective tutor of some Byzantine prince. 


d) ἐπιγκέρνης 
Cup-bearer of the emperor ὁ ἐπιγκέρνης τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου or the empress 


115 





ὁ ἐπιγκέρνης τῆς αὐγούστης. 

An office which came into existence relatively late. It is first mentioned in the years of 
Leo VI's reign (886-912). Of the extant taktika, it is mentioned only in Philotheos’ of 899 
(see Oikonomides, Listes, Ph. 135.5-6). 

His duties were to provide special kind of wine (οἶνον δεσποτικὸν) to the imperial 
table and pour it into the emperor’s cup for him to drink. The wine intended for the other 
table-companions was provided and poured by the attendants at the table — the trapezitoi (on 
them, see nos. 273-279). It seems that this office was personal and involved no subordinates 
(see Bury, System, p. 128; Guilland, Recherches, 1, 242-250; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
306). 


224. Ἰωάννης σεβαστοφόρος kai ἐπιγκέρνης τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (XI c.) 


RHM-Targoviste, no. 1406. Found in the course of excavations to the south of the wall of the basilica near the 
village of Draganovets, Targovishte region, in 1970. D. 29-29 (24) 3 mm. The imprint was made slightly 
off center, as a result, the first letters of the reverse remained out of the blank. Bulla in a very good state 
of preservation. 

Ed. Totes, T. Busauruücku ΟΠΟΒΕΗ negar or c. /Iparanoseiu, Τρροβηπικο.- MITK, 2, 1972, 6-8. 
No parallels known. | 


Obv. Inscription of five lines 

+ K€| ΒΟΗΘΕΙ͂ | IOANNH | CE®ACTO | ΦΟΡΩ | -Ἂ- 
Rev. Inscription of five lines 

KNIT |. €PNHTS | IAOXPIC | .OVA€C | ΠΟΤΟΝ | —X— 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει Ἰωάννη σεφαστοφόρῳ κ(αὶ) (ἐλπιγ[κ]έρνη τοῦ 

[φ]ιλοχρίσ[τ]ου δεσπότου 

Its original publisher dates it to the XIIth-XIIIth c., which is unrealistic on the basis of 
the commentary of the data from its text. 

The owner of the seal held the title Sebastophoros, which initially appeared as a title of 
a fairly high rank between 963 and 975 only to grow into an ordinary title of not a very high 
rank in the XIth c. 

Hence, the seal of John sebastophoros and epikernios of the God-loving despotes should 
not be dated beyond the XIth c. 

The owner of the seal is unknown from the narrative sources. His name is not included 
in the prosopographical list of the titulars of this office (see Guilland, Recherches, I, 259- 
263). 

A question of different matter, which perhaps will remain unanswered, is: to whom 
living or sojourning by the basilica located near the present-day village of Draganovetz did 
John write? 

Was it in connection with his official duties or was it to some of his relatives in service 
there, or perhaps to the local prelate? It may well be that the local prelate had asked this 
high-ranking dignitary for a certain intercession and received a reply sealed with this bulla. 
In any case, the discovery of the bulla in the proximity of the basilica and thus the receipt of 
correspondence there adds a new element to the life of this settlement. 


e) κοιτῶνος 
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An office held by eunuchs and connected with the emperor’s chamber. Some of them 
were responsible for the emperor’s wardrobe, others were charged with safeguarding and 
preservation of the private emperor’s treasure. In the XIth c., it developed from an office into 
an ordinary title of not a very high rank. Since it was connected with the person of the emperor, 
who is sacred, the position was very often accompanied by the epithet θεοφυλάκτος (see 
Schlumberger, Sig., p. 525; Oikonomides, Listes, 301, 305). The added position φύλαξ 
common with some of the Kitonites has perhaps the same etymology. 


225. Ἂνθης πριμικήριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ θεοφυλάκτου κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 16983. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (22) 2 mm. 
W. 7.39 g. Well-preserved, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Wopaano, IIpecaae, Ne 16. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription of two columns: Α-ΓΙ-Ο || G€-O.-P.-. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. 
+KER’O’| TOC . AAN | OHIIPIMIKH | P'SCIIIT'G€ | DVA’KOI | TON 
+ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σ[ῷ] δ(ούλῳ)᾽ Ανθη πριμικηρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) ἐπὶ (τοῦ) 
θ(ε)ωφυλ(άκτου) κοιτῶνί(ος) 


226. Βάρδας πριμικήριος καὶ κοιτωνίτης (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest, formerly in the collection of the college in Silistra. Find-spot: the 
town. D. 22-22 (20?) 2 mm. Well-centered imprint, but some letters remained out of the blank. =- 
Ed. Banescu, Silistrie, 323-324, no IV. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Prokopios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: Θ-Π-Ρ-Ο || K-O-IT 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

RAPAO | TIPIMIK’| 5ΚΟΙΤΩ | NITH 

Βάρδο(ς) ? πριμικ(ήριος) (καὶ) κοιτωνίτη(ς) 


The XIth-XIIth-century dating proposed by the publisher should be limited to the 
period Xth-XIth c. 

The reading of the homonym is problematic. There are several possibilities: 

a) Βάρδοί(ς), which is rather unusual; 

b) misspelled Βάρδας; 

c) ΠΑΡΔΟ- Πάρδοί(ς). 

Unfortunately, 1 did not have the chance to work with the original and the photograph 
is of poor quality. 


227. Εὐστάθιος β)κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 
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Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 22915.Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-19 (13) 2.5 mm. 
W. 5.15 g. Well-centered imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaauos, [Tpecaae, Ne 19 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Eustathios holding the martyr's cross (r. hand). Vertical inscription in two 
columns: @-.-V || C- T-A-. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER’| TWCWA’| €VCT. | O’R’KOI | TON 
+ K(vpve β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) Εὐστ[α]θ(ίῳ) β'κοιτον(ος) 


228. Ἰωάννης πριμίκιριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ θεοφυλάκτου κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Nikolai Nikolov from Razgrad). Offered for purchase at the RHM-Shumen. The seller 
claimed that the bulla was found on the land of the village of Omarchevo, Shumen region. D. 26-27.5 
(23) 2.5 mm. Oft-centered; some letters remained out of the blank. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
| + KERO | ΗΘΕΠΩ | ΠΡΙΜΙΚ | PIO | -X- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-X -| €MIT| €OOVA | ..T8KOI | (ΟΝΟΣ |- 3 — 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει Ἰω(άννη) πριμικ(ἠρίῳ [(καὶ)] ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) [θ]εοφυλ[άκ]του 
κοι[τ]ῶνος 


229-230. Ἰωάννης Δαβατηνὸς β᾽πριµικήριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος (X-XI c.) 


229. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 21557a. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (22.5) 
2.8 mm. W. 7.39 g. High-quality imprint with fragments broken. 
Ed. Wopaanos, lIpec1ae, Ne 17; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 153. 


230. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 23579. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 11-24 (22.5) 2 
mm. W. 6.87 g. Good imprint, only half preserved. 
Ed. Wopnanon, lIpecaae, Ne 18; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 154. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | HOEITO | CHABAD | IOANH | -Χ- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ RACI | AIK'TIPIMIK'| SEMIT8KOI | TTOAARA | THNO 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάνη βασιλικῷ πριμικ(ηρίῳ) (καὶ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
κοιτ(ῶνος) τῷ Δαβατηνῷ 


231-232. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ 
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κοιτῶνος καὶ φύλαξ (mid-XI c.) 


He is attested by two groups of seals: 
1. πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος καὶ φύλαξ 


231. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Found in the course of excavations in Silistra in 1995. D. 17-33 mm. 
Unpublished, | 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in Zacos Collection (see Zacos, 
Seals, II, no. 805). On its basis, we make the restoration of the missing letters on our specimen. 


Obv. The Virgin orans, standing with a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || .. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

. ONA’ | .AOAP'"| ... T8KV | ....CS®V | ΛΑΚΗ 

[Κ]ων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)[σπ]αθαρ(ίῳ) [ἐπὶ] tod κ(ογυ[τῶνο]ς (καὶ) φύλακῃ 


2. πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος καὶ φύλαξ. 


232. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24591. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23.5-24 (21) 3 
mm. W. 10.19 g. The obverse is effaced, the inscription on the reverse is completely preserved. 
Ed. Wopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 15. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin orans, standing with a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
-OKCR'O'| ΚΩΝ IPI | IIPCIT.CHT' | CIIITSKOI | TON’S®V | AAK’ 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίφ) πρεπ(ο)σήτ(ῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
κοιτον(ος) (καὶ) φύλακ(ι) 





The coincidence of names, iconography and chronological continuity with some of the 
positions and titles inscribed on the two groups of seals gives us grounds to assume that they 
apply to one and the same person. 

He maintained quite active correspondence with various addressees in northeastern 
Bulgaria: Preslav and Dristra. It definitely applies to a eunuch. His titles πατρίκιος and 
πρωτοσπαθάριος should be considered as intended for eunuchs. The mid-XIth-century 
dating of the bullae and the active receipt here of correspondence during a longer period 
of time makes the following assumption more certain: the owner of the two groups of seals 
is the eunuch and praipositos Constantine, dispatched at the head of an army against the 
Pechenegs in this part of the country. 


233. Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος (mid-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-18 mm. Complete, but poorly-preserved specimen, which makes 
the reading of the homonym difficult. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on l. arm. 
Κεν Inscription of six lines : 
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+OKE | ΒΟΗΘΕΙ!...ΡΑΓ. | ......| A’CIA@AP | SCIIIT'KOI | TONOC 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει.....ῷ (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) κοιτονος 


f) κουβικουλάριος 


A eunuch office connected with the guarding of the emperor’s cubiculum. It developed 
into a title of not a very high rank as early as the VIIth -VIIth centuries. It disappeared from 


the sources in the first half of the XIth c. ; 
Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, p. 301; Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 165). 


241. Ἰωάννης β)κουβικουλάριος (first half, IX c.) 


Private collection (a collector from Haskovo). I obtained a cast through D. Aladjov. Find-spot: the fortress near 
the village of Levka. D. 22-24 mm. Incomplete, but well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (Ρ].1. 5); in the quarters: TQ)-CW || A8-ACO 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

IA | NNHB'K | .VBIK | .VA. 

ΣΘεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάννῃ P κ[ο]υβικ[ο]υλ[ά(ρίῳ)] 


The dating of the seal is generally in the first half of the IXth c. The receipt of 
correspondence in the fortress near the present-day village of Levka is of interest to us. At that 
juncture, it was probably a border fortress of the Empire against the Bulgarian invasion. 


242. Σισίνιος β)κουβικουλάριος (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14706/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad, who had purchased it from 
Burgas (according to its finder, it was discovered in the Burgas region, by implication Develt, it refers 
mostly to IXth-Xth-century seals). D. 15-30 (29) 2 mm. W. 4.80 g. Half of what was once a well-centered 
imprint. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Πεβεπτ [Addenda], πο. 19; Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 118. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of cruciform invocative monogram ; in the quarters : TQ) - .. || AS - .. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

.CI| ..0OB’ | ..BIK8 | ..PI. 

Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ [σῷ] δού[λῳ Σι]σι[νί]ῳ βΊἸκου]βικου[λα]ρί[ῳ] 


g) μινσουράτωρ 


A palace official whose functions supplemented those of the παπίας. His duties 
in particular could be defined as spreading fragrance and burning incense before the 
emperor entered the throne-room. He was usually a eunuch and member of the emperor’s 
cubuculium. 

In addition to the palace μινσουράτωρ, a military one is also known, whose duties were 
connected with the emperor's campaign tent during military campaigns or other marches. 
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Lit. Bury, System, p. 129; De Cer., II [com.],65-66; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 306, n.100 


243. Ν., ..... ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου καὶ μινσουράτωρ (VIII-IX c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-19 (7) 2.5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint; specimen in a poor state of preservation. Two whole lines from the reverse are missing, thus 
rendering the reading difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. | am ignorant of any other seal of μινσουράτωρ. 


Obv. Eagle with open wings. Traces of circular inscriptions: + K........... N’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
bue? | sss Τ᾽. APAAR.. |... MINC.. | PATOPOC 
+ K(ópie βοήθει τῷ σῷ δού]λ(ῳ) [ N., ..... ἐπὶ] τ(οῦ) [μ]αγλαβ[ίου] [καὶ] 
μινσ[ου]ράτορος 


The poor state of preservation and the incomplete imprint do not allow any commentary 
on the data of the seal. However, his last two positions ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου καὶ 
μινσουράτωρ are more certain. A question poses itself: is it a palace official or a military 
one who accompanied the emperor during military campaigns and other marches and served 
in his tent? The fact that the owner of the seal belonged to the Corps of the manglavitai 
rather points to the second possibility. The bulla could be dated to an earlier period of VIIIth- 
IXth c. 


h) νιψιστάριος 

A eunuch office at the Palace, rather low in rank compared to the rest, but the holders 
could influence the emperor's decisions being very close to him. The duties ofthe nipsistiarios 
were to present a gold wash basin to the emperor and to pour water on his hands before he 
left the Palace. The nipsistiarios wore a white linen tunic as a distinguishing uniform, on 
which the symbol of his duties, the fiala or the basin, was embroidered in purple. 
Lit. Bury, System, p. 122; Laurent, Vatican, p. 39; Guilland, Recherches, I, 266-268). In the 
later taktika after Philotheos’ (899), this office is not presented (see Oikonomides, Listes, 
124; 125.22-24; 301, n. 88). 


244. Νικήτας πριμικήριος καὶ νιψιστάριος τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19347. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22.5-23 (21 ?) 3 mm. 
W. 7.15 g. Complete, but poorly-preserved imprint. Some parts of the depiction and text are obliterated. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 20. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands open in front of her chest. Sigla: MP IOV. Circular 
inscription along the circumference: + OKER’O’TWCWA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- +- | NIKHT’| ΠΡΙΜΙΚ5 | NIVICT'| ΤΕΦΙΛΟ| XPICT’A’| - ο - 
+ O(sotó)ke β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Νικήτ(ᾳ) πριμικ(ιρίῳ) (καὶ) νιψιστ(αρίῳ) 
τοῦ φιλοχρίστ(ου) δ(εσπότου) 
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i) ὁστιάριος 

An office first attested in the sources in 787 in connection with the palace ceremony. 
Later it developed into a title intended for eunuchs. In the XIth c., it was the initial stage of 
the career of many (see Oikonomides, Listes, p.300). Its last mention is in Calabria in 1086 
(see Oikonomides, Listes, p.300, n.88). Several seals of ostiarioi are known dated by their 
publishers to the XIIth and even the XIIth centuries (see Schlumberger, Sig., 560-561), but 
actually stemming from the Xth and XIth centuries. 


245-246. Αναστάσιος β)ὁστιάριος (X c.) 


245. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22143. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 13-21 (19) 2 
mm. W. 2.97 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Vopaauos, /Tpecaae, No 21. 


246. RHM-Schumen, πο. 14965/3. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
24-24 mm. W. 5.92 g. Once a good imprint, now cracked with a fragment broken. 
Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 119 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (DO. 58. 106. 2403). Due to its good state of preservation, it allows for an earlier dating than 
the one proposed in my previous publication. 


Obv. Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. In the quarters of the preserved right half, 
sigla: IC - .. || NI - .. (Ἰ(σοῦ)ς [Χ(ριστὸ)ς] vi[xà]. Circular inscription along the 
circumference: + KCROHOEIT....... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

a... NAC| ..CHO | . . CTH| .. HQ 
b. +.NAC | TACHO | R'OCT . | APHO 
+ Κ(ώρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [᾿Α]ναστασήῳ β᾿ὀστηαρήῳ 


247. Βασίλειος β᾿᾽ὀστιάριος (last quarter of IX c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Varna, no inventory no. Entered the collection in 1976. No find-spot reported. D. 18- 
20 (18) 3.5 mm. Good imprint and good state of preservation, except for the circular inscription which 
remained out of the blank. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the Hermitage (M-285) (see 
Οοκοποβᾶ, Xepconec, cxema III.7). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. No sigla. Circular inscription 
along a border of dots: + KCROH..TO)CASA' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+RACIA | €EIWR’OCT | ΓΑΡΙΩ | + 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοή[θη] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Βασιλείῳ β᾿ὀσταρίῳ 


The author cited above dates this type of representations of the Virgin and the particular 
bulla to the 80s of the IXth c.; thus the owner of the present seal should be a titular of the 
effective office. 

It is impossible to trace the addressee of the correspondence due to the lack of 
information on the find-spot of the bulla. Most probably it applies to a citizen of some of the 
Black sea centers. 
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248. Θεόδωρος β᾿ὀστιάριος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24462. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (16) 2 mm. 
W. 3.30 g. Specimen in a poor state of preservation, broken into two parts. 
Ed. Mopnanuos, /Ipecaae, Ne 22. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Traces of a vertical inscription in two columns:.. €- O || ... 
The circular inscription is completely obliterated. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟ | AOPOR'| OCTIA | PHO 
Θεοδόρῳ P ὀστιαρήῳ 


A bulla with a similar iconographic subject and text was included in G. Schlumberger’s 
Collection (Sig., p. 405, no 1). According to the author’s tentative assumption, a bust of St. 
George represented as a warrior is visible on the obverse. The reverse has the following 
inscription: +KER’O’ | THCWA’ | ΘΕΟΔΟΡ | OCTIA | P 

It is possible that the two groups of seals belonged to one person, our seal being later. 


A commonplace coincidence is also possible. The name and title were very common at that 
time. 


249. Ἰωάννης β)ὁστιάριος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 920. Find-spot: the town. D. 21-23 (7) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint, since the blank was smaller 
than the diameter of the dies; as a result, the text is incomplete. In addition to the proposed reading of the 
title, [RCJCTH[A]PHO) is also possible. 

Ed. Vopnauos, Cunucrpa, III, Ne 7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: .. || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


.K.R'8'|. QANNH | ..CTH. | PHO) 
[+] Κ(ύρι)[ε] β(οή)θ(ει) [Πωάννῃ [β᾿ὀ]στη[α]ρήῳ 


250. Λέων ὀστιάριος (X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15198. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 194. Find-spot: Plovdiv 
region. D. 14-16 (14) 4 mm. W. 5.00 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 120 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her chest. Sigla: M || ©. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
OK€ ..| ACONTI | OCTHA | PIM 
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Θ(εοτό)κε [β(οή)θίει)] Λέοντι ὀστηαρίῳ 


251. Χριστοφόρος β)ὀστιάριος...... (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 21566. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (22? ) 3 mm. 
W. 5.69 g. Specimen in a poor state of preservation, broken into two parts, fragments missing. 
Ed. ἤορπαμοΒ. Πρέσπας, Ne 23. 
No parallels known. i 


Obv. Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription along the 
circumference: +KEROHOITOCO).... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
X..CTO | .OP.COC| IA.IOCK |... ΕΠΗ | ....... 
Χ[ρι]στο[φ]όρ[ο]ς ὀσ[τ]ιά[ρ]ιος κ(αὶ) 


252. N., β᾽ὁστιάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15255. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 23-25.5 
(22) 4 mm. W. 8.86 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. The channel swelling is not pressed. The 
letters are indistinct and the unprinted fields are scratched with a blade on purpose. It seems that some 
engraving was meant. The reading of the first two lines which should record the name of the owner is 


problematic. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 650. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base up to the second arm. 
Circular inscription along a border of dots : + KEROHO..... 

Κεν Inscription of four lines: 
. KERC |.. IN'R'OC |... PHOSE | .TONVK | 
Κ(ύριε βοήθ[ει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ..... Ίβ'ὀσ[τια]ρήο καὶ ἐ[πὶ] τὸν υκ[ειακῶν] 


j) παπίας 


An office first attested in the reign of Leo IV (775-780). His duties were connected with 
the security of the Palace and the emperor. He opened and closed not only the palace gates, 
but also those leading to the emperor’s private chambers. He was usually a eunuch from the 
rank of the protospatharioi (see Bury, System, 126-128; Guilland, Recherches, I, 251-256; 
Laurent, Orghidan, p. 34; Oikonomides, Listes, 306-307). In the XIth c., he was also in 
charge of the prisons formerly under the control of the domestikos of the numeroi and the 
fortress walls (see Oikonomides, Evolution, p. 143). 


253-255. Γεώργιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας παπίας (X-XI c.) 


253, Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17269. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 28.5-29 (25) 3 
mm. W. 12.15 g. Unsuccessful imprint, only the letters from the center of the dies printed. 
Ed. Wopaanon, IIpecaae, Ne 24. 
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254, Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19207. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-29 (25 ) 3.1 
mm. W. 12.60 g. Incomplete imprint, as above. 
Ed. Wopnanos, I7pecaae, Ne 25. 


355, National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 29-29 (25 ) 3 mm. The same or 
even worse condition than the above specimens. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 26. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
—i-|-0€O| TOKERO | HOEITO | COAOV | AQ| —-!-- 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
κ]  T€OP | ΡΓΗΘΒ ΑἸ ΟΠΑΘΑΡ | METAAQ) | MATHA |---1. 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεωργήῳ βἴπρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
μεγάλῳ παπήᾳ 


256. Παῦλος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας παπίας (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no.43. Find-spot: the town. D. 28-30 (25) 2.5 mm. Once a good imprint, now damaged. Cracked 
surface; fragments broken. However, the restoration of the missing letters is not a problem. 
Ed. Wopaanon, Cunucrpa, III, Ne 17. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
-o-|.K€RO | ..€CITO) | (AOV | AQ* |—---— 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
—i- ΠΑΝ. | ACCTIA. | META.. | HAHI | - ::— 
[+] Κ(ώρι)ε βο[ήθ]ει τῷ [σ]ῷ δούλῳ Πα ύ[λῳ β](πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ) (καὐ] 
μεγά[λῳ] παπί[ᾳ] 


The similarity between the seals of these two dignitaries is obvious not only due to the 
fact that they were titulars of the same department, but also due to the similar technological 
shaping of the dies. It is hard to determine the reasons for that, but it is quite possible that 
they are chronologically connected. 


k) παρακοιμώμενος 

Head of the emperor’s chambers παρακοιμώμενος TOD κοιτῶνος. 
It was earliest attested in the years of Emperor Maurikios (582-602). Until the IXth c., several 
parakoimomenoi subordinate to the praipositos are known. After the IXth c., however, the 
office referred to only one person. 
He was usually a eunuch. His duties were connected with the safety of the emperor. He 
spent the night with him in the same chamber. Due to the character of his duties, he was very 
close to the emperor (actually his parakoimomenos - παρακοιμώμενος τοῦ φιλοχρίστου 
δεσπότου) and had the opportunity to influence the governing of the Empire, as is the case 
of Basil Lakapenos presented below (on the office, see Bury, System, p. 125; Guilland, 
Recherches, 1, 202-215; Oikonomides, Listes, p.305, n.91-93 ). 
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257-261. Βασίλειος ἐνδοξοτάτος πρόεδρος τῆς συγκλήτου καὶ παρακοιμώμενος 
τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (963-976) 


257. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17565. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-24 (? ) 2.5 
mm. W. 6.87 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Heavily damaged specimen, open in center. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Πρεεπας. Ne 80. 


258. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.250. Find-spot: the Strategia of. Preslav. D. 17-20 (? ) 1.6 mm. 
W. 6.87 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Half preserved. Not a single letter printed on the obverse. 
Ed. Wopaanos, ITpecazae, Ne 81. 


259. RHM-Silistra, no. 15. Find-spot: the town. D. 20-22.5 (20?) 3 mm. Unsuccessful imprint. The boulloterion 
was perhaps loosened. 
Unpublished. 


260. Private collection. Find-spot: Preslav or Silistra. D. 23-25 mm. Unsuccessful imprint. The boulloterion 
was perhaps loosened. 
Unpublished. 


261. Private collection (a collector from Pernik). Presumably the same find-spot as the above. D. 25-28 (?) 
3 mm. Large flat blank. Perhaps once a good imprint, now damaged; perhaps holed for the purpose of 
suspension from a document (?). 

Unpublished. 

The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. An interesting fact is that none of them was 
successfully printed. 

Parallels: Lacos, Seals, li, no 795; Oikonomides, Dated, no. 69. 


Obv. Circular inscription, beginning at 12 o'clock, between two borders of dots: 
aM vet , continuing in the vertical inscription within the circle: 
NA. |.OTATO) | . ΡΟΕΔΡΩ | THCCVT | AHTS 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
+ KAII. | PAKO...| MEN’T...| AOXVA.. | ΠΟΤΟ. 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βο]ήθ[ει Βασιλείῳ] [ἐ]νδο[ξ]οτάτῳ [π]ροέδρῳ τῆς συγκλήτου καὶ 
π[α]ρακο[ιμώ]μεν(φ) τ[οῦ φι]λοχ(ρίστο)υ δ[εσ]πότο[υ] 


In my publication cited above, other seals of this dignitary are also presented. In view 
of the discovery of the lead seals of this dignitary in the Bulgarian lands I will offer here 
short information on his person. 

The eunuch Basil was an illegitimate son of Emperor Romanos I Lakapenos (921- 
931) by his Bulgarian concubine (?). He was born between 910 and 920. In 941 he was a 
protovestiarios. In the conflict of Romanos I’s sons Stephanos and Constantine against the 
lawful ruler Constantine VII he did not side with his brothers, but with Constantine VII. 
After the establishment of the sole rulership of the latter in 948, he was introduced into the 
rank of the patrikioi and appointed parakoimomenos. He fell into disgrace under Romanos 
II (959-963) and was restored on his post under Nikephoros II (963-969). According to 
Leo the Deacon, in order to express his gratitude to the parakoimomenos and eunuch Basil 
Lakapenos Emperor Nikephoros Phokas established the position πρόεδρος τῆς συγκλήτου 
especially for him, in which capacity he is represented on his seals. 

Basil Lakapenos retained his ground under the next Emperor John I Tzimiskes (969- 
976), and in his capacity as parakoimomenos took part in the expedition for conquering 
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eastern Bulgaria. Both John Skylitzes and Leo the Deacon report that the proedros and 
parakoimomenos Basil followed the emperor with the army reserves, supply train and 
battering-rams (Diaconus, 132.22; Leo the Deacon, p. 179; Skylitzes, 295-296). 

Perhaps the discovery of his bullae in Preslav and Dristra is in connection with this 
campaign and Basil’s stay in eastern Bulgaria (Preslav and Dristra). There may have been 
a number of reasons for which this high-ranking dignitary sent his correspondence to 
individuals accompanying the emperor or to the emperor himself during their stay in Preslav 
or Dristra. 


261A. Γεώργιος Οἰναιώτης σεβαστός καὶ παρακοιμῶμενος (end of the XII c.). 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: town of Parvomai. D. 13-31 (over 30) 3.1 mm. W. 6.3 
g. Fragment smaller than a half. 
Ed. Ropnanos, Kyriepuorec, Ne 2. 
Parallels: Another whole unpublished specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the 
collection of Fogg A. M., no. 766. We restore the text of our specimen on its basis. 


. Obv. Part of a standing figure of St. George. Only the umbo of his shield is actually visible. 


Remains from the inscription: 
μις ||O-K8-II€-PIO-TH-s : [Ὁ &y(1oc) Γεώργιος] ὁ Κουπεριώτης. 


` Rev. Remains of an inscription of seven lines: 


JOM eorn es [ο PNE JOINA....... IKAI......|MWM 


-tOMWNVMONICOICERAS'ON|OINATWTHNI|KAIIIAPAKOI] MWMENONMAP 
| TVCM€CK€] ΠΟΙΟ Fogg A. M., no. 766, 

[+] Ou[óvvuov] σοι [σεβαστὸν] Οἰνα[ιώτην] καὶ [παρακοι]μωμ[ενον, 
Μάρ]τυς, [σκέ]πο[ις] 


George Oinaiotes, eunuch, who played an important role in court life and military 
operations under Alexios III (1195-1203). He took part, playing a decisive role besides, in 
the military campaign against Dobromir Chrysos in 1198 (Choniates, 503-505; Guilland, 
Recherches, I, p. 175; on the course and participants of these events, see 3maTapcKu, 
Hcmopua, M, 120-130). 

The discovery of the bulla in the fortress near the present-day town of Parvomai, the 
provenance of other late XIIth-century Byzantine bullae (see nos. 118; 256A;1469; 1799; 
1852; 2052; 2192; 3069), corroborates the participation of George Oinaiotes in these events. 
For their realization he entered into contact with the local garrisons one of which must have 
been located in the region of the present-day Parvomai and another in the fortress near the 
village of Dobri Dol, Plovdiv region (see Jordanov, Dobri Dol, 443-469). 


|) πραιπόσιτος 


One of the most important eunuch offices at the Palace. His duties were connected 
with the palace ceremonies: religious rituals, processions and ceremonies for receptions 
of embassies. The praipositos was one of the most trusted men of the emperor. He took 
active part in the appointment of higher dignitaries. He was considered head of the whole 
staff of eunuchs in the Palace who served the emperor and formed his immediate retinue 
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— cubiculum, while he himself appeared to be prepositus sacri cubiculi (see Bury, System, 
123-124; Guilland, Recherches, 1, 333-380). 

This effective office also developed similar to others. In the IXth-Xth c., it had 
two titulars charged with administrative, financial and ceremonial duties, the one being 
a protopraipositos. It gradually turned into a title, initially intended only for eunuchs. It 
disappeared from the documents towards the end of the XIth c. (see Oikonomides, Listes, 
p.300, n.77-78; Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 172) 

Three of the seals from Bulgaria bear this title or office: 

1. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος καὶ φύλαξ (see nos. 231- 
232 ), dated to the mid-XIth c. It is hard to determine whether it was an effective title or office 
at that period, but the fact that Constantine held the title of patrikios and was πραιπόσιτος 
ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος καὶ φύλαξ suggests the conclusion that it was perhaps an effective 
office. It is not unlikely however that it applies to several honorific titles. 

2. Λέων πραιπόσιτος (see no. 262), dated to the second half of the XIth c. In this case 
indeed, it could only be a title. 

3. Νέστωρ πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσιτος (see no. 263), dated after the mid-XIth c. and 
presumably referring to an effective office. 


262. Λέων πραιπόσιτος (second half, XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14222. Find-spot: Silistra, according to its former owner (a middleman). D. 13-21(12) 2.5 
mm. W. 3.45 g. The imprint was made on a piece of a larger bulla seemingly having belonged to the same 
individual. The purpose of this imprint is hard to determine. It has no channel for suspension, hence it was 
not affixed to correspondence. There are two possibilities: 

a) the larger bulla was struck several times in the boulloterion; only a fragment of it was preserved containing 
parts of two of the imprints; 

b) it is a sample imprint on a chance piece of an old bulla. In this case, the owner of the seal must have been 
located in Silistra. 

Ed. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 121. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: .. || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

-+ -| @KER’O’| AEONTI |ΠΡΑΙΠΟ | CITO) 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) Λέοντι πραιποσίτῳ 


The dating of the seal, according to its iconography, style and text, is generally to the 
second half of the XIth c. with preference to its last quarter. 

In a pittakion of Anna Dalassene in favour of the monastery on Patmos dated 15" 
July 1087, the names of several praipositoi are mentioned, among which that of Λέοντιος 
πραιποσίτου καὶ χαρτουλαρίου τοῦ μετοχίου Λακαπίου (see Patmos, I, no 47.23). 


263. Νέστωρ πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσιτος (second half, XI c.) 


Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot as reported by the former owner: Veliko Turnovo. We can 
only guess at the truth of this information. D. 17-20 mm. W. 3.804 g. Good imprint and a well-preserved 
specimen. 
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Ed. liopnanos, Hecrop, c. 308; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 520. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield, both resting on the 
ground. Vertical inscription: . . L-I || A-I-MI-T’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER’@’ | NCCTOPI| IIPIIKAI | IIPAITIO | CIT 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Νέστορι π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) καὶ πραποσίτῳ 


The owner of the seal affixed on correspondence to an unknown addressee in northern 
Bulgaria is Νέστωρ πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσιτος. 

The presented seal is generally dated to the second half of the XIth ο. and it could be 
assumed that praipositos is another honorific title; however, having in mind the person of the 
owner of the seal, Nestor, it is more likely that it refers to an effective office. 

Who was this Nestor? 

It is an interesting ascertainment that I do not know of another seal bearing such a 
homonym, besides that of Νέστωρ ἄνθρωπος ἄνακτος τοῦ Δούκα. 

For more information on the person of Nestor, see Jordanov, F. Names, no.521-522 


m) πρωτοβεστίαριος / βεστίαριος 

A eunuch office connected with the private emperor’s wardrobe. He was a man from the 
emperor’s retinue, who accompanied him everywhere, even during military campaigns (see 
Kyauxkobckuii, Busauruücku mareps, ο. 70; Dennis, Treatises, 250.110, 112,118; 270.20; 
334-335; where the tent of the protovestiarios was also provided a space). He was also 
responsible for certain types of properties of members of the imperial family (see Ebersolt, 
Vestiarium, 81-89). 

In the IXth-Xth-century rank lists, it occupies the second place allotted for eunuchs, 
after that of the parakoimomenos (Oikonomides, Listes, 299-300). In the Escorial taktikon, 
this office is not presented, presumably due to having been replaced by the vestarches. In the 
XIth c., only the office of protovestiarios of increased importance was attested. In addition 
to the economic prerogatives which he retained, he also gained jurisdiction over the whole 
palace staff with the exception of the guards. He was at the head of the palace ceremonial 
instead of the praipositos and became head of the emperor’s civil retinue. Not only eunuchs 
were titulars now (see Oikonomides, Evolution, p.129 ). 


264-265. Θεόφανης πατρίκιος καὶ πρωτοβεστίαριος τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου 
(927-934). 


264. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 21576. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. Ὀ. 25-27 (23-17 ) 
2.1 mm, W. 8.50 g. Incomplete imprint, indistinct letters, some letters did not print at all. Cracked along 
channel. 

Ed. Mopaanos, IIpecnae, Ne 27. 


265. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18076. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 15-25 (23-17 ) 
2.5 mm, W. 8.50 g. Half specimen. Unsuccessful imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 28. 
The both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
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Parallels: Zacos, Seals, II, no. 1085; Oikonomides, Dated, no. 62. 


Obv. Between two concentric circels of dots, inscription starting at the top: 
+ CTAVPOCCKCIIHQ....... 9 
In the center, cruciform monogram of Θεοφάνει. In the quarters, rosaces made of 
dots. 
Rev. Between two concentric circels of dots, inscription starting at the top: 
+ KVPL.... ΕΙΤ..ΠΙΟΤΩΔΕΛ᾽ 
In the center inscription of five lines: 
+ OEOP’| MATPIK’| A’R’TOV®. | AOXVA. | CHOTS 
Σταυρὸς σκέπη, φ[ῶς δόξα τ]ῷ Θεοφάνει 
-Κύρι[ει βοήθ]ει τ[ῷ σῷ] πιστῷ δούλ(ῳ) Θεοφ(άνει) πατρικ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
(πρωτο)β(εστιαρίῳ) τοῦ Φ[ι]λοχίρίστο)υ δ[ε]σπότου 


In my cited publication I accepted the identification between the owner of the seal and 
protovestiarios Theophanes known from narrative sources. He was godfather at the wedding 
of the Bulgarian ruler Peter [ and princess Maria in 927. His two lead seals found in Preslav 
were affixed to his correspondence to a high-ranking Bulgarian dignitary. Theophanes 
appeared a side in the contract signed with Byzantium, and his further contacts with the 
Bulgarian capital were essential. 

I can supplement my publication with the following: 
a) the surviving letters of Niketas magistros addressed to Theophanes (Nicetas Magistros, 
Lettres, nos. 7, 15, p. 136); 
b) the title of a special study dedicated to this dignitary (see Dobschutz, E von, Der 
Kammerherr Theophanes.-BZ, 10,1901, 166-168). 


266. Γεώργιος σεβαστοφόρος καὶ πρωτοβεστίαριος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 315. Found in the course of excavations in Pliska, in the Palace Center, 
square 21, in the dug-out soil of a dwelling on 29^ July 1977. D. 31-32 (28) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
The bulla itself is in a poor condition, especially after its ‘conservation’. Luckily, we have a photograph 
before the ‘conservation’. 
Ed. liopnauos, ILiacka, Ne 11. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 710, struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Inscription of two columns: 9-I'€-.. || --HO-C 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ KE.. | TOOCOAS'| TEMPTIM | CERACTO | POPO.. | RECT.. | - P.. - 
+ Κ(ύρυε [β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ 6000.0) Γεωργίῳ σεβαστοφόρῳ [(koi) (πρωτο)] 
βεστ[ια]ρ[ίῳ] 


To supplement the cited publications, I would add the associations suggested by the 
presence of this seal in the former Palace center in Pliska. The office of protovestiarios, as 
already noted, was directly connected with the Palace. Did the official duties of this George 
not require correspondence to Pliska where the former Palace of the Bulgarian rulers was 
somehow connected with the Byzantine Palace? 
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267. Λέων δισύπατος καὶ βεστίαριος (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no.13508. Find-spot: Pomorie. D. 14-16 (over 14) 4 mm. W. 6.28 g. Incomplete imprint since 
the blank was smaller than the diameter of the dies. 
Ed. liopnanos, Auxuano, Ne 7; Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 122. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Fogg A M Collection no. 
1966. On its basis, we do the restoration of the missing letters from our specimen. 


Obv. St. George standing trontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Traces of an inscription in two columns: .... || P-I" 

Rev. Inscription of five: 
+ KCR'O'| ACONTI | AVCVITT | ...... mes 
+ K(bpve β(οή)θίει) Λέοντι δυσυπ(ά)τ[ῳ (κα) βεστιαρίῳ 


267A. Λέων Μαγνῆς βεστιάριος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (5. Panteleev from Varna). Unknown origin. Dimensions: 15-20 (12) 2.5 mm. W. 3.40 g. 
Slight and incomplete imprint. Bulla in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 400. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Poorly-preserved bust of a saint with curly hair? 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER’O’| ACONT | ... TIA | P'T'MAT | NIW 
+K(dpve β(οή)θίει) Λέοντ(ι) [βεσ]τιαρ(ίῳ) τ(ῷ) Μαγνίῳ 


268-270. Μιχαὴλ Μαναστρᾶς πρωτοβεστιάριος or πρωτοβέστης (late XI c.) 


Private collection. | had the opportunity of a short-time examination on them, which suggests uncertainty in 
the reading of some letters, as to whether the patronym is Μαναστρᾶς or Μοναστρᾶς. Find-spot: 
uncertain. Approximately in the same good state of preservation. D. 17-18, 17-19 and 18.5-19 mm. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, nos. 415-417. 
The three specimens are from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with no medallion. Sigla: M || ©. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
@OKER’O’| MIXAHA| A'R'TOMA | NATPA | C 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) Μυχαὴλ (πρωτο)β(εστιαρίῳ) τῷ Μαναστρᾶς 


The abbreviation A’R’ {οτ(πρωτο)β(εστιαρίῳ) or (πρωτο)β(έστη) presents a certain 
problem in the reading of the text. I have accepted the former possibility, having in mind the 
parallel with the seal of Theophanes protovestiarios (see here nos.264-265), but the latter 
possibility should not be ruled out either. Still, the ligature writing of C+T=T is typical for 
the end of the XIth c. and the beginning of the XIIth c., which is an argument for a later 
dating of the seal, when the title protovestiarios was out of use. 
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An individual bearing the same names but no titles and positions is known from among 
the seals found in Bulgaria (see Jordanov, F. Names, nos.418-419). It is not unlikely that the 
owner of the two groups of seals is one and the same person. 


271. Ἰωάννης Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσεβαστός καὶ πρωτοβεστίαριος (1148-1176) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 40-42 (30) mm. Whole bulla, but non-printed fields, which renders 
the reading impossible. Furthermore, it was at my disposal for quite a short period. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.342. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of seven lines: 
ΟΦΡΑΓΙΟΚΟΙ! .POTOIIAN.. | .ACOVITEP.. | TBKOMNINO) | ...UCTIPW.. | 
R€CTIAPI| OV 
Σφραγὶς... [π]ρωτοπαν[σεβ]ασθυπερ[|τάτ]ου Κομνινω[φυο]ὺῦς 


πρω[το]βεστιαρίου 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
IQWANNOV| | ..TONTOC | .... APONIK |... YOKPAT |... KAI. . I8 | FENOV 
Ἰωάννου [ἕλκον]τος [ἐξ Αν]δρονίκ[ου σεβα[στοκράτ[ορος] καὶ [θε]ίου 
γένου 


272. Μιχαὴλ Αρνής ὕπατος καὶ βεστιαρίτης (mid of the XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no.15099, Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 95. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
disct. of Elkhovo. D. 25-26 (22) 3.5 mm. W.10.10 g. A good and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 60a; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 123. 
Parallels: Sandrovskaja, Seibt, no.34. Struck in a different boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust St. Michael holding scepter ornamented with three balls (r. hand) and globus (1. 
hand). Inscription: M-I || X-A : Μιχα(ὴλ) 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’O’| ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | VIIATWNS | RECTIAP’| THNTON | APNHN | - o - 
+ Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θ(ει) Μιχαὴλ ὕπατων (καὶ) βεστιαρ(Ώτην τὸν ᾿Αρνήν 


n) τραπέζης 

A eunuch office. He was in charge of the servants attending at the emperor’s and 
empress’s tables. In the taktikon of Philotheos (899), this position occupied the third place 
after those of the parakoimomenos and protovestiarios ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης τοῦ δεσπότου, 
and respectively ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης τῆς αὐγούστης (see Oikonomides, Listes, 133- 
135). 

The difficulties with the identification of this position on seals stem from the fact that 
the subordinates of ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης are also ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης, but placed much lower 
in the rank hierarchy, thus naturally not represented in the rank lists. The question arises 
whether, similar to the other effective positions, this did not develop into an ordinary title. 

On the seals dated mostly to the Xth c., the position ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς οἰκειακῆς τραπέζης 
is also found. This was a servant who attended at the emperor’s private table in contrast to ὁ 


132 


ἐπὶ τῆς β'τραπέζης who attended at the imperial formal table (see Zacos, Seals, II, p. 98). 
Lit. Bury, System, 125-128; Guilland, Recherches, 1, 216-236; Oikonomides, Listes, 305-306; Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, S. 154. 


273-275. Θεόδωρος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς β᾽τραπέζης (X c.) 


273. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18304. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22.5-26 (21 ?) 
3 mm. W. 7.95 g. Unsuccessful imprint, corroded and broken into two parts. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 29. 


274. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22196. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (21?) 3 
mm. W. 6.30 g. Unsuccessful imprint due to looseness of the dies in the boulloterion. 
Ed. Vopaanon, IIpecaae, No 30. 


275. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 28019. Found in the course of excavations of a building in 
the Southern sector of the Inner City of Veliki Preslav, square 71, dwelling no. 15 (on the floor level), at 
a depth of 1.00 m, on 9^ April 1989. D. 28-28 (23 ?) 2.5 mm. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Prokopios, beardless, holding the martyr's cross (r. hand). Circular inscription 
along a border of dots: + KCROHOHTO)...... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ATICIT. | OKOITRO.| .. (ΘΔΟΡΩ | .IIITR. | ...Ζ.. 


Άγιε Π[ροκοπ(ίῳ)] βο[ή(θει) Θε]ωδόρῳ [ὁ ἐ]πὶ τ(ῆς) βΊτραπ(έ)]ζ[ης] 


276. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Iliya Stoianov Stamenov from Haskovo). Offered for purchase at the National Historical 
Museum through Nedialko Dimov from the Historical Museum in Haskovo. Find-spot: the land of the 
village of Malevo, Haskovo region. D. 25-25 (22) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines. Border of dots: 
+ KE | ROHO'| THC | ASAQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots: 
t... | CTANT | HATPI. | K'CIHT'| ΤΡΑΠ. 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Κων]σταντ(ίνῳ) πατρι[κ(ίφ)]κ(αἱ) ἐπὶ τ(ῆς) 
τραπ(ό)[ζ(ης) 





277. Νικόλαος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς οἰκειακῆς β᾽τραπέζης (X c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 14-25 mm. Half specimen. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Unclear image. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

NIKOA.. | .HHT'OIK'R'| TPAIICZ 

Νικολ[άῳ) ἐ]πὴ τ(ῆς) οἰκ(ειακῆς) βτραπέζ(ης) 

The owner of the seal, presumably a eunuch, attended at the emperor’s private table. 
The data from the seal are insufficient for searching in the narrative sources. 


278. Στέφανος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς β᾽τραπέζης (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22965. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-24 (18 ) 2 mm. 


W. 6.30 g. Specimen in a poor state of preservation, corroded; this renders the reading of the proper name _ 


difficult. 
Ed. VopnanoB, Πρεσπαθ. Ne 31. 
Parallels: Unpublished from Fogg, A. M., no. 1545. Struck by the same bulloterion. 


Obv. Unclear bust of a saint (St. Nicholas), blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
No epigraphy visible. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER’O)| .T..AN | HITR' TP | AIICZH|C 


+ Κῶρυε βοήθ(ει) [Σ]τ[εφ]άν(ῳ) [ἐ]πὶ τῆς) β᾽ τραπέζης 


278A-B. Στέφανος Βαρδαλῆς o ἐπὶ τῆς τραπέζης (end of the XII c.) 


a. In a private collection (V. Pantaleev from Varna). Find-spot: the stronghold “Blesna”, near the town of 
Dimitrovgrad. D. 17-32 (32 ?) 3.5 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, £ Names, no. 84. 


b. In a private collection (V. Pantaleev from Varna). Find-spot: the stronghold “Blesna”, near the town of 
Dimitrovgrad. D. 21-32 ( 7) 2 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. A piece cut. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 85.. 
Parallels: Braunlin-Nesbitt, Thirteen Seals, no. 8. Struck in the same boulloterion. 
Mordtman, Peri, no.41; Seibt, SBS, 3, p. 24; Spink Auction 135 (Oct. 199), no. 284 and three unpublished 
seals from Zacos, III, collection. They were struck in a different boulloterion. 


Obv. Monogram consist letters *,(D,N disposed in column: Στέφανον Border of dots. 
Rev. Metrical legend of six lines preceded by cross between two eight-pointed stars: 
a Ἐπ, AAATIN Τι HODPA |. TPAHE Fi OVNTA |... KTO | -t4.% 
b. ο σνακ.» SJCDPA | ΑΠΕ ος OVNTA | .....KTO |- 
[+Tov Bap]éaAnv [Στέφανον] n σφρα[γὶς γράφει] τραπέ(ζης) 
[ἐπιστατ]οῦντα [τοῖς ἀνα]κτό[ροι]ς 


279, "AvOnc? β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ δομέστικος τῆς 
ὑποργιας τοῦ φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου (X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14694 . Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: the 
kommerkia of Develtos. D. 15-27(?) 3 mm, W. 4.60 g. Half specimen. 
Ed. Ďopaanos, Πεδεπτ-Αάάεπάα, Ne 18; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 124. 
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Parallels. Schlumberger, Sig., p.502. We have followed it, when restoring the missing lines of our 
specimen. 


Obv, Military saint (St. George) on horseback pacing to τ. 
Κον Inscription of seven lines: 





HETSXTPIR | s 
[ἼΑ]νθης β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ χρ(υσο)τρικ(λίνου) [(καὶ) δομέστικος 
τῆς Όποργιας τοῦ Φιλοχρίστου δεσπότου] 


Our specimen supplements Schlumbegrer’s by the name of the owner, though partially 
preserved. The dating to the epoch of the last Komnenoi proposed by Schlumbegrer is 
unacceptable. The seal cannot exceed the Xth c., and this is one of the earliest representations 
of a saint on horseback. 


B. Military 


a) ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου 
One of the most important corps guarding the emperor. Its name comes from the type of 
teristic for it. T ni aa the emperor in every procession or ο 


mota (OF LAStes, p Idem, Évolution, p.129). 

ten sources do not give ER information on the chief of the manglabites . 

i the Vardariotai, are known to have been under the command of the 
primikerios, Some investigators assume that the corps of manglabitai was commanded by the 
hetaireiarches, but since there were four of them, one must have been μαγγλαβίτης (Bury, 
System, p. 108; Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 207). The taktikons do not mention any commander, but 
only their belonging to this corps (Oikonomides, Listes, 149.18; 151.27; 183.30; 199.4,22; 
Seals bear no mention of commanders of this corps either. For this reason, G. 
Schlumberger assumes that πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου is actually protos 
of the manglabitai (Sig., 537-538),but that is not corroborated by written sources. A large 
number of πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου are known from seals mostly from 
the Xth-XIth centuries. Due to their high rank, they must have been honorary members of 
this corps of emperor's bodyguards rather than ordinary guards. Thus, there is evidence of 
cases when foreigners of high standing, who had switched to service in Byzantium, were 
affiliated to this corps and thus honored. Such is the case with the Norwegian prince Harold 
Hardrada (1015-1066), who was conferred the title manglabites for his merits in suppressing 
the Bulgarian uprising of 1041(see Kexaemen, 283, 285). It is more than obvious that he, 
who had switched to service in the Empire with his private contingent of free-lances, could 
not be a regular member of the corps of manglabitai. 
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280. Γρνγόριος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15137. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 133. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 16.5 - 19 (15) 2 mm. W. 4.70 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 131 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Sigla: MP IE 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
-+-|OKER’O’'| ΓΡΗΓΟΡΑἸΟΠΑΘΑΡΊΒΕΠΙΤΜΑΓ | AAR’8 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε B(on)O(Er) Γρηγορ(ίῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (kai) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 
LayAaB(Lov 


281.Εφημηάνος β᾽ σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (IX-X c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 159). Find-spot: uncertain ! 12-22 (21?) 3 mm. 
W. 4.8 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Another better preserved specimen from the same boulloterion was offered for Sale: Triton XI, 
Lot: 1138. Closing Date: Monday, 7 January 2008. We restore the text of our specimen on its basis. 


2 CWAOVAW 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. Border of dots. 
.+.|+EPH...| AHOR’....]|. APE...| MAF... 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ] σῷ δούλῳ Ἐφη[μη]άνῳ βἸσπαθ]αρίίφ) (xai) ἐ[πὶ τ(οῦ)] 
μαγ[λα(βίου) 


282. Θεόδωρος Ῥαδηνὸς β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο.22. Find-spot: unknown. Presumably purchased from Istanbul. D. 20- 
20 (20) 2 mm. Successful imprint and a bulla in a very good state of preservation. Complete imprint, 
although the blank was almost equal to the diameter of the dies. 

Ed. Myuimos, (leuaru, Ne 32; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 593. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Eagle with spread wings walking l. Circular inscription between a double border of dots 
dots starting at the top: +KEROHOH TWCWA8AW. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ 6€OA | OPR'A'CIIA | O'SCIIIT8M | ATAAR’ OP | AA'NO starting at the top: 
+ Κ(ύρηε Bondy τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοδόρ(ῳ) B'(Tpwto)onaAO(aptw) (καὶ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
μαγλαβ(ίου) xo Ῥαδίη)νο 


In his review, W. Seibt (BZ, 101, 5. 823) noted that the type points to a dating in the 
second half of the Xth c., with which I agree. The identification with Θεόδωρος 0 Ῥαδηνὸς 
β'πμρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου, a participant in the synod of May 
1030 (see Ficker, Erlasse, S. 21.6-7), is just an assumption. 
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283. Κατακαλών N., β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, presumably Preslav. D. 24-26 mm. Incomplete but well preserved 
imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
OKE | ROHO'KA | .AKAA'R'| A'CIA. 
Rev, Inscription of four lines: 
EMI TEMAT | AAR’OT | .AKI 
Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ει) Κα[τ]ακαλ(ῶν) β(πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίφ)] ἐπὶ τοῦ 
μαγλαβ(ίου) (τ)ο Τζ[ούρ]ακι 


The restoration and entire reading is to a certain extent suggested by the existence of 
another representative bearing a similar family name — Nikephoros (on him, see nos. 1040- 
1041) 






ü ions near the village of Skala, Silistra region, in dwelling 
The obverse is incomplete, the reverse is made slightly 





Unpublished 


No parallels known | e 












Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons, The circular inscription with the invocation is 
obliterated. 

Kev, Inscription of five lines: 
t ACON | T'R'A'CIIA | GQ'SCIIIT'| MATA. | RIS 
Λέοντ(ι) B'(xpoto)onaO(apio) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) μαγλ[α]βίου 


285-314. Λέων Μουκατης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 


285-308. Twenty-one specimens are preserved in the Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. All twenty-three 
bullae originate from the Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Ipecias, nos. 32-55. 


109-313, Recently I have examined further five specimens from private collections, which perhaps have the 
same origin as the above twenty-three. 
Ed. Jordanov, E Names, nos. 482-510. 


314, RHM-Shumen, no. 14207. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 23-26 mm. W. 9.69 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, E Names, no. 511; Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 132. 


314A. In a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad [XI 2008]). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 26-27 (22.5) 2 mm. 
W. 8.83 g. Once a good imprint, cut with an adze at its unearthing. 
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Unpublished. 

All twenty seven or twenty eight bullae are from the same boulloterion and have the same origin, Preslav. 
Parallels: In his review in BZ (89.2, 1996, 135-138), Seibt reported for another specimen preserved in the 
Zarnitz collection (no. 491) and wondered whether the patronym had a Slavic origin. This specimen as 
well as many other from the Zarnitz collection perhaps have a Bulgarian origin, and in this case Preslav 
is concemed with greater likelihood. 


Obv. Bust of Christ, bearded, with a cross behind his head; r. hand raised in blessing, book in 1. 
hand. On either side, the sigla: IC || XC. Circular inscription along the circumference: 
ΣΚΕΚΟΗΘΕΙΤΩΟὼΔ’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ἜΛΕΟΝ | T'R'A'CIIA | Q'SEIIIT'M | ATAARO | MBKAT 
*K(ópue βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Λέοντ(ι) βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 
μαγλαβ(ίου) (τ]ο Μουκάτ(η) 


315-316. Μαριανός β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 


315.Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 4700. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-25 (21? ) 3.5 
mm. W. 11.42 g. Unsuccessful imprint. The depiction and lettering are obliterated. 
Ed. opnanos, IIpecnae, No 55. 
No parallels known. 


316. Private collection (N. Nikolov, from Razgrad). Offered for purchase. Find-spot: Varna region, but the 
Strategia of Preslav is more probable. D. 20.5-25 (21 ) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint in a good state of 
preservation. Parts of the image and inscription did not print, others were blurred. However, the overall 
reading is not a problem. 

Unpublished. 
The both specimens were struck in a same bulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown bishop saint (St. Nicholas), blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. 


hand). Vertical inscription: .... || NI-KO-A’ Remains of the circular inscription: ... 
.. TWCOA8’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
1.+ MAPI| . NOR'A'C| . AG'SIHI |.. ΜΑ | . AAR’ 
2.+ MAPI | ANOR'A'C | ΠΑΘΘΠΙ | .OVMA | TAAR’ 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει] τῷ co δού(λῳ) Μαριανο βἴπρωτο)σ[π]αθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) (ἐ)πὶ 
[τ]οῦ μαγλαβ(ίου) 


317. Μιχαὴλ. β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου ...... (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24562. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 15-25 (21) 1.5 mm. 
Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Ilpecnae, No 56. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
- +- | ML. | IARA... | GQ'SIL... | MA... |R.. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
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.. € | ...O€ | TIA |... €8 | 
+ Μι[χα]ὶλ β(πρωτο)[σπα]θ(ίαρίῳ) (xoi) (ἐ)π[ὶ τοῦ] μα[γλα]β[ίου] 


The problem of the commentary on the text of this seal stems in the deciphering of 
the text on the reverse. In his review in (BZ, 89, S. 135) W. Seibt suggested the following 
restoration: [Στ]έ[φαν]οίς) ε[πὶ το]ῦ Πα[νθ]εοῦ. That actually means a seal belonging 
to two individuals, which is surprising and strange. Perhaps it concerns the other Michael’s 
position connected with his belonging to the corps guarding the Palace ἐπὶ τοῦ Πανθεοῦ 
(on this title or position, see no. 363). 


318. Νικόλαος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. 1 1303. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20.5-24 (22 ) 2.5 mm. W. 5.81 g. Incomplete imprint. There 
are two cases when bullae ofthis dignitary are printed from those of John Romaniakes spatharokandidatos 
(see nos. 698-699) 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

T | COR" A'C.... | ΔΙΕΠΙΤΆΜ | ΓΓΛΑΕΙ8 

[+ Νικαλά]ῳ β πρωτο) σ[παθ(αρίῳ) κ]αὶ) ἐπὶ τοῦ µ(α)γλαβίου 


319-320. Πέτρος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X c.) 


319. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17092. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-29 (19) 2 
mm. W. 9.65 g. Unsuccessful imprint, corroded. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 57. 


320. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 18092. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-21 (19) 2.5 
mm. W. 5.05 g. Incomplete imprint. The diameter of the blank is smaller than the diameter of the dies. 
Good state of preservation in comparison with the above specimen. 

Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 58. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios, beardless, holding the martyr’s cross (r. hand). Traces of vertical 
inscription in two columns: .-..-I || .-PI-O' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ [ICTP | OR'A'CIL | G'SIIIT. | MATA. | RI. 
-Iléxpo(c) βἴπρωτο)σπ[αθ(άριος) (καὶ) (ἐπὶ τ[οῦ] μαγλ[α]βί[ου] 


321-322. Φηλομάτης β)πρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (X c.) 


321. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 22482. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23.5-28 (22) 2.1 
mm. W. 6.15 g. Once a good imprint, now deeply corroded. 
Ed. Vopnanos, I7pecnae, Ne 59. 
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322. Private collection (B. Baikov from Veliki Preslav). Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 17-28 (22) 3 
mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. lopnauo, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 60. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globe (l. hand). Circular inscription 
along a border of dots: + KER’O’TWCWA... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ DHAQ | MATIQ.. | ΠΑΘΑΡ8Ε | HITOVMA | TAART 
+ K(ópue βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Φηλωματίῳ [(πρωτο)σ]παθαρ(ίφ) (καὶ) ἐπὶ 
τοῦ μαγλαβί(ου) 


323. Χοτομηρος B σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου (IX-X c.) 


Archaeological Center, Debelt, no.87. Found in the course of excavations in the kommerkia of Develtos, sector 
I-H, square 94. D. 25-26(21) 3 mm, 10.35 . Very well centered and executed imprint; bulla in a good 
state of preservation. 

Ed. HMopaanos, Jeger, Ne VILSI., 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Circular inscription along a border of dots: + KE.. 
HOEITWCWAOVA’ 

Rey. Vertical inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
+ XOTH | AMIPR'CII | AO’KANAA’S | CIIITSMA | TPAAR? 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε [βο]ήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Χοτηαμιρ β’σπαθ(αρο)κανδίι)δ(ίάτφ) (καὶ) 
ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβί(ου) 


A lead seal of Ch...emir imperial spatharios and tourmarches of Adrianoupolis is 
preserved in DO. 55. 1. 1385 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 44.10). 

Obviously, we are dealing here with two different groups of seals belonging to one 
person, and the common element besides the identical names is also the continuity in his 
titles and positions. The Develt seal reflects a later period of his career. 

It is likewise clear that the name XOTHAMIP on our seal and XOTEAMIP on the 
Dumbarton Oaks one is not Greek. The suffix MIP incorporates it into the group of the 
Slavic names similar to the Slavic proper names XOTEMIP, XOTIMIP, etc., or the Slavic 
toponyms, such as XOTOMIP. The name of Xotounpos is also reported among the names 
of the Slavic martyrs who died in Bulgaria in 813 (see Folieri, E., I. Dujcev, Un’ acolutia 
inedita per i martiri di Bulgaria dell'anno 813.- Byzantion, 23,1963, 76.23; 105,n.1). 

The owner of the Develt seal must have been a Slav belonging to the Slavic tribes in 
Byzantium. In the end of the IXth c., he was a spatharios and functioned as tourmarches of 
Adrianoupolis. Ina later period, he was promoted to the rank ofthe imperial spatharokandidatai 
and attached to the corps of the manglabitai. 

Who in Develtos did he write to? One possible answer is: to his acquaintance holding 
the office of kemmerkiarios of Develtos who used to be his neighbor in service at the time 
when he sojourned in this part of the country. Of course, his correspondence could likewise 
be in connection with his immediate duties. The representatives of this corps were quite 
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often sent on missions by order of the emperor. 

It is quite possible that the Slav Chotomir was charged with some kind of mission in the 
context of the Bulgarian-Byzantine relationships in the end of the IXth and the beginning of 
the Xth centuries. 

The connection with the Arabic AMIP should also be taken into consideration. 


b) βαρδάριος 


According to the commentary of the written sources, the vardariotai were Turkish 
population settled by Emperor Theophilos (829-842) in the valley of the river Vardar as 
stratiotai with the task to guard Thessalonike and its hinterland against the Bulgarian raids. 
As being part of the respective theme, they had their own military and civil administration. 
Along with that, it is also known that their representative military unit with its own uniform 
and acclamation was located in Constantinople and specifically in the Palace Guard. This 
military Guard unit was also in existence during the reign of Nikephoros Π (963-969), since 
it was mentioned by bishop Liutdprand during his embassy in Constantinople (Lit. Laurent, 
V.O Βαρδαριωτῶν nto. Τουρκων. Perses, Turcs asiatique ou Turcs hongrois.- HEH, 
16-17, 1934, 275-289; Idem, L'eveque des Turcs et le proedre Turquie.- Bull. hist. de l’Acad. 
roumaine, 23,1943, 147-158). 

There is no information on them in the XIth c. In the XIIth c. and later, they appear again 
in written sources as a corps guarding the emperor succeeding that of the manglabitai, but it 
is assumed that they were already recruited from a different Turkish nation that had appeared 
on the Balkans — the Magyars (see Oikonomides, N. Vardariotes: Hongrois installes dans la 
valee du Vardar en 934.-Stdost-Forschungen, 32,1973, 1-8). 


324-347. Τησοτα βαρδάριος (X c.) 


324. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 252. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-20 (15) 3.5 
mm. W. 11.90 g. The upper die of the boulloterion was deeply impressed in the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 61; Vopnanos, Πμοοτα sapnapuii, c. 311, Ne 1. 


325. Private collection (Emil Kosev from Shumen). Find-spot: Pliska? D. 20-20 mm. 
Ed. ορπαηοβ, IIucora sapzapuit, c. 311, Ne 3. 


326. National Historica! Museum, Sofia, no. Find-spot: the medieval center for working non-ferrous metals 
located between the villages of Nadarevo, Baiachevo and Pevets at 7-8 km from Preslav. D. 18-21 mm. 
Bulla in a poor state of preservation. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Wopaanos, IIucora Βαρπαρμῆ, c. 311, 4. 


327. Private collection (a collector from Sofia). Presumably the same find-spot as the above but it was bought 
second hand. D.16-20 mm. Bulla in a poor state of preservation. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πµεοτα papnapuit, c. 311, no. 5. 


328 Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Found by N. Ovcharov with a metal detector in the Inner City of 
Veliki Preslav in the non-excavated area opposite the Palace in the summer of 1999. D. 19-21 (16 ) 2. 
5-7 mm. Off-centered imprint. The boulloterion was loosened and the blank slipped in 1t. Only one end 
was struck. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πµεοοτα sapnapuă, c. 311, Ne 6. 


329. Private collection (N. Nikolov, from Razgrad). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 18-18 (16) 5 mm. 
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Ed. Wopaanos, Πμοοτὰ βαρπαρηή, c. 311, Ne 7. 


330. As above. D. 19-20 (18) 3-7 mm. W. 12.09. Seemingly “bitten” at one end by the boulloterion. 
Ed. Mopnanob, IIucora βαρπβρηῆ, c. 312, Ne. 8. 


331. As above. D. 18-19 (16) 4.5-6.5 mm, W. 13.65 . Shapeless blank. 
Ed. Wopnanos, ITucora Βαρπαρµῆ, c. 312, Ne 9. 


332. As above. D. 17.5-20 (15) 5-5.5 mm. W. 9.56 . 
Ed. Mopaanon, Πµοοτα βαρπαρμῆ, c. 312, Ne 10. 


333 As above. D. 17-17 (16) 5.5 mm. W. 9.61 . Blank cut at one end. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIucora βαρπαρµῆ, c. 312, Ne 11. 


334. As above. D.16-17 (16) 5.5 mm. W.11.40 . 
Ed. Πορπαμοβ, [Incora βαρπαρνῆ, c. 312, Ne 12. 


335. As above D. 18-18 (16) 5 mm. It has a depiction on the obverse as with nos. 1-7. 
Ed. Mopnanos, I1ucora βαρπαρμῆ, c. 312, Ne .13. 


336. RHM-Shumen, no. 14677. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
19-20 (18) 3-7 mm. W. 12.09 g. Seemingly "bitten" at one end by the boulloterion. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 125. 


337. RHM-Shumen, no. 14722/6. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
15-16 (?) 3-5 mm. W. 7. 60 g. As above. Seemingly "bitten" at one end by the boulloterion. In a poor state 
of preservation. Great imagination is needed as to identify it with the remaining. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 126 


338. RHM-Shumen, no. 14786. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
16-17 (18) 3 mm. W. 8.80 g. There is a swelling on the cross on this and the next specimen. Presumably 
the boulloterion was out of order. Good imprint. Now a portion cut. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 127. 
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. RHM-Shumen, no. 14806. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
20-21 (15) 4.1 mm. W. 14.90 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation but slightly off center. 
The boulloterion “bit” the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 128. 


340. RHM-Shumen, no. 15272. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
16-17 (18) 3 mm. W. 15.46 g. In a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 129. 


341. RHM-Shumen, no. 15033. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
15-16 (?) 2-6 mm. W. 7.14 g. As the above, seemingly "bitten" at one end in the boulloterion. Parts of the 
matrix remained out of the blank due to this slipping. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.130. 


342. Archaeological Museum, Preslav,no.125. Found by T. Balabanov in the course of archaeological 
excavations in the Inner City of Preslav, Palace center site, sector 162, square 15, depth 1.30 m on 234 
August 2005. D. 21-21 (?) 5 mm, W. 12. 68 g. In a poor state of preservation, oxidated. The inscription 
1s hardly visible. 

Unpublished. 


343. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.109. Found by T. Balabanov in the course of archaeological 
excavations in the Inner City of Preslav, Palace center site, sector 162, square 15, depth 0.20 m on 18^ 
August 2005. D. 21-21 (?) 5 mm, W. 13. 12 g. Complete specimen in a good state of preservation. The 
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channel swelling on the obverse remained unpressed and the image of the cross did not print. 
Unpublished. 


344. Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Found by Yanko Dimitrov in the Inner City during a walking of the 
pedestrian alley in the direction of the western gate -- southern gate at 90 m in the western side in the 
summer of 2007, field no. 15. D. 18-19 (15?) 5-5.5 mm. W. 12. 71 g. Specimen in a good state of 
preservation and well-printed. The image of a cross is missing on the obverse and there is a swelling and 
horizontal lines instead. 

Unpublished 


344A, Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Ne 38. Found during excavations in Pliska supervised by Valeri 
Grigorov, Eastern Citadel site, square G7, depth 0.65 m, on 11^ August 2008. A slipping and biting in 
the boulloterion is observed. As above, horizontal lines occupying the whole field instead of the image 
of the cross. 
Unpublished 


4, Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Ne 19. Found during excavations in Pliska supervised by V. Grigorov, 
Eastern Citadel site, square G8, depth 0.55 m, on 63 August 2008. D. 15-15 (?) 7 mm. W. 9. 72 g. 
Shapeless blank of an incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. As above, horizontal lines 
instead of the image of the cross. 

Unpublished 






345, RHM-Shumen, no. 19460, Former collection ΕΝ. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. 
D. 18-18 (16) 4 mm. W. 8, 88 g. Complete imprint in good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 





46, Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 110. Found in the course of excavations of the Ruler’s Church in 
the Inner City of Preslav, square 162/112, depth 0.20 m, in a dark layer, 2.27 m SE, 2.95 m SW. D. 20-20 
(7) 3-4.7 mm, W. 8.3 g. 
Unpublished 


347, Private collection (Atanas Baichev from Targovishte). Find-spot: the village of Ovcharovo, dist. 
Targovishte. D. 19-20 (15) 4-6 mm. Shapeless blank, thicker at one end. Low-quality imprint. 
Κα. Wopaanos, IIucora sapaapnă, c. 311, Ne 2. 
The twenty-six specimens already known were struck in two different pairs of dies or one was repaired. 
For the remaining eleven specimens found in Bulgaria, see ΜΟΡΠΔΗΟΒ, IHacora βαρπαρμῆ, 311-312. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Simple cross on four steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
+ KEROHOHTOCWA8AQ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
> | + TIHCO | TARAP | AAPIO) | « 
t Κ(ώρι)ε Born τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Πησοτα βαρδαρίῳ 


The twenty-six are already known struck in the same boulloterion, in which certain 
changes have been observed regarding its condition: 

The reverse of the thirteen specimens was struck with the same die. No cross is visible 
on the reverse of some specimens: it is either deformed or replaced with a swelling. We 
cannot be sure about the reason for this change; as it seems the boulloterion was out of order 
and no depiction was made. 

Who was Pisota and how could we explain the discovery in Bulgaria of such a large 
number of his lead seals? 

His name relates him to the Slavic nation. 
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What is the dating of Pisota’s seal and how could we relate his person to his belonging 
to the vardariotai? 

The dating of the seal, according to its iconography, paleography and text, is generally 
to the [Xth-Xth centuries; thus the position of the owner of the seal should have been an 
effective one and not a title. The belonging of the Slav Pisota to this military corps attests 
that the Turks settled in the valley of the river Vardar by Emperor Theophilos towards the 
end of the IXth c. had already assimilated the great mass of neighboring Slavs and that Slavs 
were also included in that Corps. 

The other very important question is how to explain the discovery in Bulgaria of more 
than twenty-four bullae of this Byzantine dignitary. 

In my previous publications, | assumed both possibilities: 

|. Pisota, a Slav by origin and a member of the dignified part of the Vardariotai, was 
dispatched to Bulgaria on some kind of special mission or accompanying some important 
Byzantine dignitary. In pursuance of his duties, he had to maintain written contact with 
various representatives of the Bulgarian state. 

2. The Slav Pisota, formerly in Byzantine service, had switched over to service with the 
Bulgarian ruler keeping his Byzantine title. 

In the light of the new finds, the latter assumption seems more convincing: 

a) twenty-six of his lead seals were found in the territory of modern Bulgaria; 

b)with six or more specimens, a malfunction of the boulloterion is observed and since 
there was no one was to repair it he continued impressing his correspondence with seals of 
no depiction on the obverse. 

The discovery of bullae of the same dignitary in the vicinity of a working complex for 
production of nonferrous metals located near the present-day village of Nadarevo, i.e. in the 
suburbs of the Second Bulgarian capital, suggests a further possibility which on the face of 
it seems fictional. 

Various materials attesting to its activity originate from the same complex. A sample of 
a coin seal for Byzantine solidus on a lead sheet is particularly interesting in our case. 

It is possible that Pisota Vardarios's active correspondence sent to the complex for 
working non-ferrous metals was to a person or an organization located there and connected 
with the official production of imitations of Byzantine solidus. 

Of course, the assumption that Pisota Vardarios who had switched over to service with 
the Bulgarian ruler was charged with the organization of this production is rather far-fetched, 
but the fact that thirteen of his bullae were discovered in the vicinity of the Bulgarian capital 
attests to his active participation in the life of the Bulgarian state in the end of the IXth and 
the Xth centuries. 


c) βεστιαρίτης 


An office first attested in 1049 (see Sathas, MB, V, p. 197) with a wide scope of 
responsibilities united by the common element of being charged with confidential missions 
by the emperor as accompanying foreign embassies, convoying exiles to the place of exile, 
etc., 1e. the functions performed by the manglabitai until the Xth-XIth centuries (see 
Oikonomides,Evolution, 129-130). 

The written sources from the years of the reign of Nikephoros III Botaneiates (1078- 
1081) provide grounds for distinction of two groups of vestiaritai: 
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ἐσῶ βεστιαρίται, at the head of which was a grand primikerios, who were attached to 
the state treasury; 

οἰκειακοι βεστιαρίται, at the head of which was also a grand primikerios, but they guarded 
the emperor's private treasury (see Oikonomides, Evolution,129-130).. 

Thus, these are two military formations charged with the guarding of the emperor's 
private and public state treasuries, which means that the members of this corps had effective 
positions, but soon after that the position developed into a honorific title. 

According to Anna Komnene, a special army contingent was formed from them in 1082 
(Alexiade, I, 152.2). 
It became obsolete at the end of the same XIth c. 


348. ` Ιωάννης Αγιοαντονίτης πατρίκιος καὶ βεστιαρίτης (second half, ΧΙ ς.) 


RHM-Kurdzhali. Find-spot: the vicinity of the monastery in "Veseltchane" district. D.19-19.5 (18) 4 mm. 
Judging by the size of the blank, it was well-centered, but the last two lines did not print. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding book (1. hand) On either side the 
inscription: 9 -NI-K' || A -A-. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+ KCR'G'| IO IIPII S | RECTHAPI |TITWATI | ANTON | Τ᾽ 

+ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰω(άννη) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) βεστηαρίτι τῷ 
᾿Αγι(ο)αντον(ί)τ(η) 


349. Κωνσταντῖνος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ βεστιαρίτης (ΧΙ c.) 


Private collection (E. Kosev, Shumen). Offered for purchase at Historical Museum, Varna. Find-spot: uncertain 
(Preslav ?). D. 21-22(20) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint, parts of the dies did not print. Weak imprint on the 
obverse or subsequently obliterated. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown beardless military saint (St. George ?) holding a spear in r. hand. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΚΕΚ) | KONNC.. | PRAA. | . €CT.| - P.T- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)[θ(ει)] Κων(σταντίνῳ) σ[παθ(α)]ρ(ο)κ(αν)δ)ι)δ(άτφ) [(καὶ) 
β]εστ[ια]ρ[ητ(ι) 





d) ἐταιρειάρχης / ἐπὶ τῆς ἑταιρείας 


Palace Guards, a corps of the emperor’s bodyguards. It is earliest attested in the narrative 
sources in the years of Leo V (813-820). It was composed of many subdivisions, which were 
also called ἐταιρεῖαι. 

At least three hetaireia existed under Leo VI (886-912) until 946 inclusive: 
μεγάλη ἐταιρεῖαι - composed of Macedonians; 
ἐταιρεῖαι τῆς µέσης — open to foreigners as well; 


145 





ἐταιρεῖαι τῆς τρίτης, in which the separate contingents were named according to their 
origin Φάργανοι and Χάζροι 

Lit. Bury, System, 106-108; Ahrweiler, Recherches, p. 27; Oikonomides, Listes, 327- 
328). 

In the taktikon of Escurial, a fourth one also appear: ἐταιρεῖαι τῶν ηζῶν, composed 
of foot soldiers presumably Russians (Oikonomide, Listes, S 271.25, p. 328). 

At the head of these four departments were ἐταιρειάρχαι, of which the highest in rank 
was μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης. It is usually assumed that he must have been a eunuch. While 
there are very few extant seals of ἐταιρειάρχαι, the number of those whose owners are ἐπὶ 
τῆς ἐταιρείας or ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας is surprisingly large. 

What were they like? 

According to W. Seibt, they were higher or lower-ranking members of this Guard, but 
not commanders of the hetaireia. Or they were titled officers from the private emperor’s 
bodyguard, for whom belonging to the Aetaireia added an extra honorific title( Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, 210-211 ). 

In the XIth c., the hetaireia was retained, but its departments had different fates. The 
role of the hetaireia recruited from foreigners (Russians, Varangians, Germans, English, 
etc.) increased and ἀκόλουτος by that time assistant of δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλας was 
already the chief of this corps. 

The chief of the remaining guards until the ascension of Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118) 
was the μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης (see Oikonomides, Evolution, p. 130). 


da) ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας or ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας. 


350. Ανδρέας β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας (IX-X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 42. Found in the course of excavations of the monastery near the Round 
Church, sector U, square C.5, at a depth of 0.60-0.80 πι, on 29" September 1977. Ὀ. 21.5-24 (19) 2 mm. 
Well-centered imprint, yet some parts of the dies did not print. The surface of the bulla is in an excellent 
state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base up to and beyond lower 
transverse bar, to τ. and |. a six-rayed star. Circular inscription along a border of dots: + O..... 
ΦΡΑΓΙΟΜΟΙΚΑΙΚΛΕΠΙ 
Κεν. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots: 
+ ANAP | CAR'CIIA| OAP'SEII. | HCETAI| PEIAC 
-Ο[ὗπερ σ]φραγὶς μοι καὶ βλέπ(ο)ι ᾿Ανδρέᾳ β᾽σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) ἐπ[ὶ τ]ῆς 
ἐταιρείας 


The data are insufficient for searching in the narrative sources. The dating of the bulla, 
according to its iconography, paleography of the letters and text, 1s to the [Xth-Xth centunes, 
thus posing the question of its discovery in Preslav. 

Who was the correspondence of this Byzantine dignitary addressed to? It seems 
illogical to assume that he was a commander of the emperor’s guards. It could be assumed 
that Andrew was charged with a certain mission at the Bulgarian ruler’s court, in pursuance of 
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which he had to enter in correspondence with various Bulgarian dignitaries and why not with 
the Bulgarian ruler Symeon himself, during whose rulership (especially in its earlier period) 
there were many an occasion for exchange of messages with the Byzantine basileus. All the 
more that, according to the finder of the bulla, it was discovered in the palace monastery, 
which Symeon logically must have frequented and where he could have received a message 
Irom an envoy of the Byzantine emperor. 

Ihe chronicles of Symeon Logothetes, George Monk Continuatos and the Pseudo- 
Symeon report the name of Andrew hetaireiarches during the reign of Michael III in 
connection with the appearance of Basil the Macedonian on the historical stage (see Guilland, 
Recherches, V 439; PMBZ, no. 408). 

It seems quite improbable that it applies to the same individual, but a coincidence is always 
possible. 


1, βασίλειος ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας (X-XI c.) 


Private vollection, Findespot: uncertain. D. 22-25 (20 ) 2.14 mm. Incomplete imprint. Only the letters and 
age on the channel printed. 













holding spear (r. hand) and round shield (1. hand). 





(άλης) ἐτ[ε]ρίίας) 





μεγάλης ἑταιρείας (X-XI c.) 





e Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-20 (15 ) 2 mm. 
n, corroded. 


oor state of preservatio 


Oby Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscriptions: .......... 
WMCWAOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
| AHL. [ΤΡ ΟΠΑ | @’KANA.. | EITM | €TEP’ 
|! Kope βοήθει τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Δη[μη]τρ(ίῳ) B’ox0.0(apo)Kav[S(1)5(atw) 
(καὶ}} enli] τ(ῆς) μ[ε]γίάλης) ἐτερ(ίας) 


154, θ)ρύγνοστος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς ἐταιρείας (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (B. Baikov from Veliki Preslav). Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-28 (22 ) 3 mm. 
Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Na parallels known 
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Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription: .... 


Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
ΘΕΟΓ | NWCT’R’CI | A@’KANA’ | €IIHTHC | ΕΤΕΡΙΑ 
[+ K(dpre β]οήθει[τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Θεογνώστ(ῳ) β᾽σπαθ(αρο)κανδ(ιδάτῳ) 
(καὶ) ἐπὴ τῆς ἐτερία(ς) 


354. Κωνσταντῖνος Ν., ὁ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας (XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-24 mm. Incomplete imprint, which renders the reading of the 
patronym difficult. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Traces of a 
vertical inscription in two columns: : 9-l'€-OP ||... 
Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 


+ KCR'O'| KMNCTAN | .€IIIT'M€ | .P'TOA.|. - .KA- ; 
Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Κωνσταν(τίνῳ) [τῷ] ἐπὶ τ(ῆς) µ(ε)γ(άλης) ἐ[τε]ρίίας) το 
Δ(ε)[ρμο]κα(ίτῃ 


The proposed restoration of the patronym is only one possible variant. The existence 
of another specimen in the collection of Fogg, A. M. no. 1009 gives me certain grounds for 
that. 

Obv. Two standing figures. 
Rev. + @KER’O’| KONA'CITOA | PEIIT'XR'NO | TAP’KPIT’TS | R'A'SCIITSI | 

HIIOAP... | TAEPM. |-K'T- 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) Κωνίσταντ ivy) (πρωτο)σπ(α)θαρ(ίῳ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 

χρ(υσοτριγκλίνου) βνοταρ(ίφ) κριτ(ῇ) τοῦ β(θλ(ου) (Kai) ἐπὶ τοῦ 

ἱπποδρ[όμου] τ(ῷ) Δερμ[ο]κ(αθτ(η) 





355-356. Μανασσής βπρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας (X-XI c.) 


355. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 19202. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-23 (over 23) 
4 mm. W. 13.85 g. Well-preserved, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Vopaanos, I7pecaae, Ne 63. 


356. RHM-Shumen, no. 15455. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. 
D. 13.5-15.5 (7) 3.5 mm. W. 4.92 g. Small trimmed blank; nevertheless, the image ofthe bird is preserved. 
We can only speculate about this subsequent manipulation on the seal. 
Unpublished. 
The both specimens are struck in a same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Peacock with a tail outspread. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
+ KEROHOEIT...... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
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<0 -| * MANA | CR'A'CIIA | @’SEMITM | ETEPT | 000 
| .. ANA] .R'AC. .| PSEM.. | . TEPI| 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Μανασῇ P (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) ἐπὶ 
τ(ῆς) μ(ε)γ(άλης) ἑτερί(ας) 


The owner of the seal affixed to Preslav correspondence is a certain Μανασσής 
β᾽πρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας. He is unknown from narrative 
sources. i 


357. N., πρωτοσπαθάρος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας 
(X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 22147. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (? ) 2 mm. W. 
5.40 g. Corroded and holed. 
Ed. Mopnanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 64. 
No parallels known. 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
CYL |... XTK. | SEINT.. | ΓΈ... 
[+ Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δο]ύλ(φ)Γ]ω(άννη (πρωτο)]σπ[αθ(αρίῳ) [ἐπὶ 
τ(οῦ)] χρίυσοτρι)γκ[λ(ίνου)] (καὶ) ἐπὶ τ(ῆς) [με]γ(άλης) ἐ[τερ(ίας)] 


358. N., P σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἑτεαρίας (X c.) 


Private collection. Presented to me for documentation by Evgeni Marinov from Varna. Reported find-spot: the 
northern Black Sea coast. D. 17-17 (20?) 4 mm. The blank seems subsequently cut and shaped with a 
knife. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons. Remains of a circular inscription: 
HKE o eine ABA' 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
e | ORCIIA. | KANA’SE. | HTICME | ΓΈΤΕΡ’ 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε [β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ] 600A(0) [......... ]o β΄σπα[θ(αρο)]κανδ(ιδάτῳ) 
(καὶ) ἐ[π]ὴ tig μεγ(άλης) ἑτερ(ίας) 


359. N., β᾿᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἑτεαρίας (X c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Offered for purchase at the Historical Museum, Shumen. Find- 
spot: uncertain. D. 16-25 mm (21) 2 mm. Half of what was once incomplete imprint, which renders the 
reading difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Part of a bust of St. Nicholas. Traces ofa vertical inscription atr.: ...|| K-O-A. Remains 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+R... | IQQ... | .O'KA... ΕΠΙ. | ETE.. | 
-RACI| AIQR'CIT | AO'KANAA| SCIIITOV ΙΜΕΤΕΡ | 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ [σῷ S00A(w) Β[ασιλ]ίῳ [β'σπα]θ(αρο)]κα[νδ(ιδάτῳ) 
(xai)] ἐπὶ [τ(ῆς) μ(ε)γ(άλης)] ἑτε[ρ(ίας)] 


db) ἐταιρειάρχης / μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης 
360. Ἰωαννακης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάρος καὶ ἑταιρειάρχης (XIc.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 128. Found in the course of excavations of the so-called Grazhdanski 
Complex in Selishte locality in the Outer City of Preslav. D. 27-27 (20) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint, 
especially on the obverse. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown bishop saint, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Traces 
of a vertical inscription:... || .-OV-C. Traces of a circular inscription along a border of 
dots. ceases WAOVA. 

Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 

-«- | IWANN | AK'RACIIA | ©’SETEPT | ΑΡΧΗ | - = - l 
[+ Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σ]ῷ δούλ[ῳ} Ἰωάννακ(ῃ) β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
ἑτεριάρχη 


The data are insufficient for identification with a personage from narrative sources; 
nevertheless, the name is quite characteristic and rare that it allows for certain conjectures. 

A person by these names is attested during the reign of Alexios [ Komnenos (1081- 
1118). It refers to one of the military commanders. The problem is that in the various sources 
he is known by the sobriquet Joannakes. In the two basic sources for Alexios I’s reign, he 
is differently reported. While Anna Komnene used the sobriquet Ioannakes more frequently 
and rarely added the name Kourtikios, Nikephoros Bryennios almost always put them down 
together (Skoulatos, Personnages, p. 43, n.1). 

The authors of the prosopography of the Kourtikios family and of the personages from 
the Alexiad have no doubt that this name covers the person of Basil Kourtikios (Kaxaan, 
Apmane, 5:3; Skoulatos, Personnages, no 28). On him, see Jordanov, F. Names, no. 379- 
382. 


361. Πόθος πριμικήριος, κοιτῶνος καὶ μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης (XI c.) 
Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22868. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-26 (over 25) 
3mm. W. 10. 90 g. Incomplete imprint, some letters are slightly effaced; damaged with a sharp object. 


Ed. Aaamxos, ΑΡΧΜΕΠΗΟΚΟΠΗΣ, c.30, o6p. 12-13, puc. 15-16; Wopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 65. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael facing, beardless, dressed in imperial garb, holding a scepter 
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(t. hand) and a globus (l. hand). In the field l. and r.: M - I | X-. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR'8'.OOQA'MI | ..OITON' | ..€TAI | PELAPX’ 
+ Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θ(ει) [Π]όθῳ (πρι)μι[κ(ηρίῳ) κ]οιτῶν(ος) [(καὶ) µ(ε)γ(άλῳ)] 
ἐταιρειάρχ(η) 


In the original publication, the text of the seal was not completely deciphered. Its 
publisher proposed the following reading: . 

+ KER’. |.O€()A'MIK | .OITONI | ...KAIRNPKV 

+ K(ópı)e β(οή)[θ(ει) Μα]θέῳ (πρι)μικ(ηρίῳφ) [κ]οιτονιτοι] (καὶ) ..... 

I have eliminated these errors in my reading, but due to the lack of two or three letters 
in line 4, the position has not been specified. Of the two possible variants [(καὶ) μ(ε)γ(άλῳ)] 
ἐταιρειάρχ(ῃ) and [(καὶ) ἐταιρειάρχ(η), I have favoured the latter. Now, in the light of 
the drawn parallels, the former could be accepted with much certainty. 

Various collections throughout the world contain bullae that could be associated with 
the same dignitary: 

1. The collection of the Hermitage (M-8076): 

Obv. St. Michael as above. l 
Rev. -: - | HOOO | .MIK'EMI | ΤΚΟΙΤΈΈΑ. |...ΤΧΑΛ | IAC 

There are differences regarding the reading of the last three lines, which is not of great 
importance to us. N. P. Lihachev proposes the following: + Πόθῳ [ β᾽πρι]μικ(ηρίῳφ) ἐπὶ 
τ(οῦ) κοιτ(ῶνος) P κα[τεπάνω] τ(ῆς) Χαλ[δ]ιας (see JIuxaueB, Monuedoeyavi, ταδπ. 
LXIIL5); while W. Seibt favors: + Πόθῳ [πρι]μικ(ηρίῳ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) κοιτ(ῶνος) β(ασιλικῷ) 
καὶ [κρ]ιτ(ῇ) Χαλ[δ]ιας and dates it to XI c. (JIuxaueB, Monuedoeynvi, c.102, 3.1). 

2. From the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 58. 106. 5483): 

Obv. St. Michael as above. 


Rev. - + - | ΠΟΘΩ | A'CIIAG'€ | IIITSKOI | T'SMETA | PAPXH | 
+ Πόθῳ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτ(ῶνος) (kai) μ(ε)γ(άλφ) 
ἑτα(ι)ρ[ει)άρχη 


` 3. The collection of the Hermitage (M-8089) contains a metal copy (tessera?) of a lead 
seal with D. 18 mm and W. 2.05 g. (see Schlumberger, Tesseres, p.92.3 ). 
Obv. St. Michael as above. 
Rev. + KCR'O'| IIOOQ) MPI | KT'SITPAI | HOCIT | 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Πόθῳ π(ατ)ρικί(ῳ) or πρι(µι)κι(ρίῳ) (Kai) πραιποσίτ(ῳ) 

Obviously, there is a connection between these four groups of seals. Common is not 
only the name and iconographic subject, but there is also continuity between the titles and 
positions. 

Pothos was clearly a eunuch. Initially he held the titles πριμικήριος and κοιτῶνος. 
Subsequently he was promoted to the rank of πρωτοσπαθάριος for eunuchs, and in the 
last case, provided the deciphering is correct, he is already πατρίκιος. There is logic and 
continuity in his positions as well. Initially he served in the provincial administration as 
a judge or a katepano of Chaldia, later he became a member of the great hetaireia and 
presumably occupied a palace position to end up as a praipositos, provided this also is not a 
title. His career is normal and valid for a lot of dignitaries connected with the Palace. 

The above groups of seals outline the following cursus honorum of Pothos: 

1. πριµικήριος, κοιτῶνος καὶ κριτὴς Χαλδίας (1030s) 
2. πριµικήριος, κοιτῶνός καὶ μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης (10308-1040) 
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3. πρωτοσπαθάριος, κοιτῶνος καὶ μέγας ἐταιρειάρχης (1040s) 
4. πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσιτος (1050s) 


dc) ἐταιρεάρχης τῆς τρίτης 
This unit of guards, as noted above, is first attested in the taktikon of Escurial. It was 
mainly composed of foreigners. Each detachment in it was named after the origin of the 
soldiers (see Oikonomodes, Listes, 271.21; 327-328). It is not known until when it existed. 
As far as I know, the sphragistic monument presented below is the first on which it 
was inscribed. Unfortunately, the incomplete text of the seal cannot offer us any further 
information. 


362. Λέων or Θεόδωρος Αλυάτης ........ καὶ ἐταιρεάρχης τῆς τρίτης (mid-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30423. Found in the vicinity of the village of Klokotnitsa. Formerly in 
the collection of D. Dimitrov from Pernik. D. 25-26 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 27. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Superb bust of St. Theodore facing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription: .... || A-Q)- P’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
EQ. | ..S€T€ |ΡΙΑΡΧΗς | THCTPIT | OAAHA| - T- 
[+ Θ]εώ[δίωρος) [-Λ]έω[ν π(ατ)ρί(κιος)] ........ καὶ ἑτεριάρχης τῆς τρίτ(ης) ὁ 
᾽Αληάτίης) 


ϱ) πανθεώτης / ἐπὶ τοῦ πανθέου 

Regarding their origin and duties, there are various opinions which polarize the 
following two viewpoints: 

a) They constitute a type of thematic army related to a particular theme (Βαομπεβοκμή, 
Coeemopi, ο. 274; 3ΠΑΤΑΡΟΚΗ, Mctopus, II, c. 59, 6.2; JInragpun, Κεκαθλιθη, c. 175, ΠΡΗΜ. 
32); 

b) they are a type of palace guards whose name was connected with one of the palace rooms 
Πάνθεον (De cer., I, p.581; Ahrweiler, Recherches, p. 28, n. 9; Oikonomides, Evolution, 
p. 129, n. 25). 

In the light of the information from the seal presented below, the second viewpoint is 
more convincing. They are a guard corps from the Palace security guards and their duties 
were similar to those of the manglabitai. Their earliest attestation in written sources is from 
the late Xth c., when they are mentioned together with the manglabitai in the description 
of the military camp (Dennis, Treatises, 250.119; 334-335, Pl. 1OE-10F). Just like with 
the manglabitai, there are known cases of belonging to this corps (the name of a certain 
Τουβακίος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ πανθέου, which is actually a honorific title, 
is reported in a document from Italy dated May 1054, see Trinichera, Syllabus, p. 53). 
The chronicles report that the future Emperor Michael IV (1034-1041) was ἄρχων τοῦ 
πανθέου during the reign of Romanos III (1028-1034) (see Skylitzes, 390.80). 

This office is characterized by its quick development into a title and its disappearance 
from written sources as early as the late XIth c. (Oikonomides, Evolution, p. 129). 
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363. Μανουὴλ Τζηντζιλύκης πρωτοσπαθάριος, πανθεώτης καὶ πριμικήριος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22901. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-29 (20) 2.5 mm. 
W. 13.91 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Dislocation due to looseness of the dies in the boulloterion. Missing 
letters, which makes the reading uncertain. 

Ed. Vopnanos, IIpecnae, Ne 66; Jordanov, F Name, no. 715. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Panteleimon blessing with his r. hand in front of his chest and holding a 
scroll in his 1. hand. Vertical inscription : .... || T- €- A-€ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
z+ MAN8H’| .CIIAG'TIAN | O'SIIPIMIK | TOTINT | A’ 
+Mavovn(A) [(πρωτο)]σπαθ(αρίῳ) πανθ(εώτῃ) (καὶ) πριμικ(ηρίῳ) τῷ 
Τζΐντζ(ι)λ(ύκη) 


3. Rank titles 


This part contains seals whose owners were represented in the rank lists solely by their 
titles. Of course, when interpreting each one of them, we need to determine whether it is a 
title or an effective position. Each seal has to be examined within the period during which it 
accompanied the correspondence of its owner to the recipient in Bulgaria. That is not always 
possible, as a result of which there is the risk of mistaking a position for a title. 

The seals are arranged according to the alphabetical order of the titles. 

One can get a certain idea of the place each title occupied in the hierarchy of the 
VIIIth-IXth centuries following the research of F. Winkelmann Rang- und Amteestruktur; 
the surviving contemporary taktikons are of great importance for the IXth-XIth centuries 
(see Oikonomides, Listes, 47-63; 81-235; 243-262 and the collations made by the same 
author on p. 303), while for the XIth c. it is the chyrsobulla of Michael VII (1071-1078) 
intended for Robert Guiscard in 1074 (see Lemerle, Cinq etudes, p. 94). The comparison 
between the titles in these two groups of documents gives us certain idea of their changes 
and evolution. 

In the late XIth and the early XIIth centuries, essential changes occur mostly regarding 
the introduction of the new titulature by Alexios I Komnenos. The new titles which occupied 
the highest positions in the rank hierarchy were conferred on the emperor's close associates. 
The bearers of old titles gradually fell behind in the rank hierarchy, their titles lost their 
importance and gradually became obsolete. That however was a long evolutionary process 
for which reason we can find bearers of the old titles in the XIIth-century narrative sources. 

The previous attempts of investigators to propose a clear rank hierarchy of the titles 
in Byzantium (see Cka6ananosuy, Busaumuiickoe eocyQapcmeo, 149-151; Kaxxian, Coy. 
cocmae, 104-109 and others) were unsuccessful due to the evolution of the titles and mostly 
due to the lack of sufficient information. 

Another problem is how to distinguish the titles intended for eunuchs from those 
conferred on ordinary nobles. That is not always possible to do, especially for those referring 
to the period XIth-XTIth centuries, as is likewise impossible in the narrative sources, unless 
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a special mention has been made. 

Of certain interest to us are the seals bearing more than one title of their owner arranged 
according to the rank hierarchy. Why was it necessary to inscribe the previous titles occupying 
a lower position in the palace hierarchy? Perhaps the answer is very simple connected with 
the reception of the roga (a yearly rent) for each one of them. 


a) ἀνθύπατος 


Proconsul. It was reintroduced under Theophilos (829-842) and was different from the 
ancient office proconsul, who was a civil governor of a province. The latter was in existence 
until the IXth c. 

The anthypathos, like the rest of the titles and offices, was initially a sole and later a 
honorific position to end up as an ordinary title held by many dignitaries. In the early period 
of its restoration in the [Xth c. and in the beginning of the XIth c., it occupied a foremost 
position in the rank lists, but after 1050s it was already of a medium rank and corresponded 
to the position of a lower strategos, a judge of a small theme or a higher dignitary in some of 
the central departments. 

Lit. Bury, System, 28-29; Guilland, Recherches, Il, 68-69; Oikonomides, Listes, 
p.294. 

The combination πατρίκιοι-ἀνθύπατοι is found in the IXth-Xth-century documentary 
sources. It is likewise inscribed on seals (see no. 370). This may be a case of two titles, 1.6. a 
case of more precise definition of the rank πατρίκιοι. Hence πατρίκιοι-ἀνθύπατοι were 
of higher rank than ordinary patrikioi (Seibt, B/eisiege/, S.223). 

Individuals holding the titles πατρίκιος, ἀνθύπατος καὶ βέστης and others are 
reported in various documents and mostly on seals after the mid-XIth c. 

The derivative of πρωτοανθύπατος appears in the third quarter of the XIth c. Among 
the bullae discovered in Bulgaria, only that of Michael Tarchaniotes bears a similar title (see 
nos. 1572-1573). 

None of the titles ἀνθύπατος and πρωτοἀνθύπατος are found in documents after the 
end of the XIth c. (Oikonomides, Listes, p.294). 


364. Αναστάσιος (npotoona0ópioc καὶ ἀνθύπατος (IX c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia. Offered for purchase by the Police. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-29 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5); in the quarters : T(0-CC || A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

NAC.. | CIQOR'A'| .HAO'SA | NOVIA 

ΣθΘεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ΓΑ]ναστασίῳ (πρωτο)[σ]παθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 

ἀνθυπά(τφ) 

The dating of the seal is generally to the [Xth ο. The manner in which the text of the 
seal is arranged attests that the title of ἀνθύπατος was lower than B’mpwtoonabapros at 
that period. That coincides with the time of the taktikon of Uspenskij (934), when the title 
ἀνθύπατος was restored in the Empire. 


154 








365-367. Βάρδας Δοξ ? ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (X-XI c.) 


365. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17588. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-26 (20.5) 2 
mm. W. 6.20 g. Specimen in a good state of preservation, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Mopanauob, ITpecnae, Νο 324; Jordanov, F Names, no. 184. 


366. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18062. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-25 (20.5) 2 
mm. W. 5. 32 g. Specimen in a good state of preservation, but incomplete imprint 
Ed. Hopnanop, IIpecnae, Ne 325; Jordanov, F Names, no. 185. 


367. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 16-27 (20.5) 2 mm. Half 
specimen, incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Πορπαηοβ, IIpecnae, Ne 326; Jordanov, F. Names, nos. 186. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. On either side, a fleuron up to the first arm. Crosslets 
of four dots in the quarters. Circular inscription : ..... TOCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+RAPA | AANO. | ITITAT. | K'TAO | ZH 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει)]} τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Βάρδᾳ ἀνθ[υ]π(άτῳ) πατ[ρ(ι)]κ(ίῳ) τ(ῷ) 
Δόξη 


368-369. Θεόδωρος ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (X c.) 


368. Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1946. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain. D. 17-18 mm. Thickness 2.5 mm. W. 2.79 g. Fragment. 
Unpublished. 


369. Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1956. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain.D. 22-24 (22) 2.5-3 mm, W. 7.02 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion, which allows a comparison and a restoration of 
the missing letters. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin. Neither the position of her hands nor a medallion is visible. Sigla: 
MP || OV. Remains of the circular inscription: -OK€ROH .... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
dca MOAN .@AN.| .. THA. |... 
b. +.. OA | MPWANO’|. ATTIAT. | ....@ 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοή[θει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θε]οδώρῳ ἀνθ(υ)[π]άτ(ῳ) πατ[ρικί]ῳ 


370. Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος-ἀνθύπατος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Found in the area of the Strategia of Preslav in the summer of 1984. It was at my disposal 
only for a short period of time, during which I only managed to make a copy of the text, but did not 
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photograph it. D. 24-26 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns : O-IQ)-O || O- M-P’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER’O’ | TOCON | ΤΩΠΑΤΡ | IKIQANO |.TIATO) 
+K(dpre β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) πατρικίῳ ἀνθ[υ]πάτῳ 


371-373. Κωνσταντῖνος Κρατερὸς ἀνθύπατος-πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 


371. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-28 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 385. 


372. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-32 mm. Overstruck with smaller dies. Visible on the obv. is 
a bust of the Virgin. On the rev. there is an inscription of several lines, which cannot be deciphered , since 
it mingled with that of the original strike. 

Ed. Jordanov, E Names, no. 386. 


373. Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Find-spot: Palace center in Preslav, SE, square 982/19, depth. 0.20- 
0.40 m on 18th June 2007 by Stoicho Bonev. D. 27-27 (26) 4 mm. W. 17.00 g. Incomplete imprint of a 
damaged surface, which renders the reading especially of the last two lines difficult. 

Unpublished. 
The three specimens are from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Konstantopoulos, no 648a; Stavrakos, no. 135. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription: .....|| T-PH-O' 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) + KCR'O'| TOCOAS'|] KONAN . . | IATTIPII | KPAT. | -P.- 
b)-K... | TOC.. .| KON. ... | HAT .. ..| KPAT || -P.- 
c) -KCR'O'| TOCQAS'| . (ONANOGV| . . TTIPI .| .. AT . | -P. - 
+K(dpre β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) ἀνθυπάτ(ῳ)] π(ατ)ρι(κίφ) 
[π(ῷ)] Κρατ[ε]ρ[ῷ] 


ϱ) ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων 
374. Θεόφιλος ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων (VI-VII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 31. Find-spot: uncertain. D.25-25 (24 3) 5 mm, W. 14.98 g. Incomplete 
imprint. Crack along the channel. The blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. 
Ed. Mywmos, Ileuarg, Ne 23. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.5 ) ΘΚΕΒΟΗΘΗ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

.. EWP |..WATIO | APX | (ON + 

--O(soxó)ke βοήθη [Θ]εωφ[ίλ]ῳ ἀπὸ [ἐ]πάρχων 
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c) ἀπὸ ὑπάτων 

Translated literally it means an ex-consul, which essentially is a title. It became a 
particularly widespread after the dissolution of the consulate in the year 541. Judging by the 
extant rank lists from the VIIth c., it is a title of a very high rank. It became obsolete in the 
VIIIth c. 

Lit. Bury,. System, 25-26; Brehier, Institutions, 104-105; Courtois, C. Exconsul. 
Observation sur l'histoire du consul a l'epoque Byzantine.- Byzantion, 19, 1949, 37-58; 
Seibt, Bleisiegel, S.224. 


375. Άνθιμος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων (VI-VII c.) 


Archaeological Museum Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. D.28-29 (27) 4 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good 
state of preservation. 
Ed. MyuiMob, Teuatu, Ne 22. 
Parallels: Auxaues, LIX,2; Auction Gorny, Sale 62 (20.04.1993), no. 724, see SBS, 6, p. 119, πο. 724. 


Obv. Eagle (head r.) with open wings between a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.5) 
OKCBOHOH 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ AN| ΘΙΜΩΑ | IIOVIIA | TON + 
Θ(εοτό)κε Born AvOtuo ἀπὸ ὑπάτων + 


376. Θεοδόσιος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων (VI-VII c.) 


Private collection (I. Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: uncertain (stronghold near the village of Melnitsa ?). D. 
21-23 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.5) OKBOHOH 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟΔ | OCIOA | .OVITA | ON + 
* G(coxó)ke βοήθη Θεοδοσίου ἀπ[ὸ] ὑπά[τ]ον + 


377. Πέτρος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων πατρίκιος (VI-VII c.) 


Private collection (A. Hadgikostov from Stara Zagora). Find-spot: Nesebar (ancient Mesembria). D. 25-30 (24) 
3 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΘΕΟ | .OKEBO | HGCIII€ | TPH + 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
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+ATIO | VIIATO) | NAATP | ΙΚΙΩ 
+ Θεο[τ]όκε βοήθει Πέτρῳ ἀπὸ ὑπάτων πατρικίῳ 


378. Πέτρος ἀπὸ ὑπάτων πατρίκιος (VI-VII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 19-21 (7) 3-4 mm. 
Ed. Barnea,Dunarea, no 4; rez. V.L.-BZ, 1967, 5.238. 
Parallels: Laurent, Orghidan, no.108; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 455. They are similar to our specimen, but 
nevertheless coming from different pairs of dies. 


Obv. Two monograms and letters inscribed between them express the invocation: 
+ Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς βοήθη Πέτρῳ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ATIO |ΥΠΑΤΩ | .TATPI | KIOV 
+ ἀπὸ ὑπάτω[ν] πατρικίου 


d) βεστάρχης 


A eunuch office first introduced by Nikephoros II Phokas (963-969) in connection 
with the emperor’s private wardrobe and treasures. He was responsible for the ceremonial 
attire, adornments, jewellery, etc (Ebersolt, Vestiartum, 87-88; Dólger, Finanz, S. 35; 
Oikonomides, Listes, 299-300; Seibt, Bleisiegel, 5.226). In the taktikon of the Escurial, 
where we first find this office, its holder has the title patrikios (Oikonomides, Listes, S. 
263.15). It occupies the second position in the eunuch hierarchy (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
292). It remains an office until the mid-XIth c., whereupon it develops into a title conferred 
upon various dignitaries serving in the province and unrelated with the imperial wardrobe. It 
was a career start for some of the emperor's close associates (see Seibt, B/eisiegel, S. 226), 
while to others it was granted after a longtime service in the province (see nos. 1490-1491, 
the case of the vestarches Romanos Diogenes). 

It was most common among Byzantine dignitaries in 1060s-1080s. Its derivative 
πρωτοβεστάρχης first appears at the same juncture. 

The latest mention of the title vestarches in written sources is from the early XIIth c. 
(see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 300, n. 75-76). 


379-380. Εὐδοκία βεσταρχίσσα (end XI c.) 


379. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). It was offered for purchase at Historical Museum, Shumen. 
He purchased them from a person who claimed that the bulla was generally found in the Targovishte 
district. D. 17-17 (16) 4 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 

Unpublished. 


a 


380. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. I obtained a cast and a photograph through Prof. A. Kuzev from 
Varna. D. 17-18 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 

Unpublished. 

The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

No parallels known. 
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Oby. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: M || 6. 
Κον Inscription of five lines: 
+. | OEKER’O’| THCHAS'| ΕΥΔΟΚΙΑ | .€CTAP | .... 
+ G(cotó)ke β(οή)θ(ει) τῇ σῇ δού(λη) Εὐδοκίᾳ [β]εσταρ[χίσᾳ] 


181, Βασίλεος Γλαβᾶς βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 21583. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-22 (19) 4.5 mm, 
13.20 g. Complete but poorly-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Hopnanos, IIpecnae, Ne 70; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 141. 
No parallels known. 


Obv, Archangel (presumably St. Michael) standing frontally, holding a long scepter (τ. 
hand) and a globus surmounted by a cross (1. hand). On either side, the sigla: M || X. 
Κεν, Inscription of five lines: 
FKCR'O'| TIOCOAS'| RACIAH® | RECTAPXH | TOTAA | RA 
+ Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Βασιλήῳ βεστάρχη τῷ Γλαβᾷ 


181, Βασίλεος Ν., βεστάρχης (third quarter of XI c.) 





Ed Jordanov, /hekova, no. 133. 
No parallels known. 


Öbv. Inscription of three lines: 
FKCRO | HO'RACI | A€IQ | -ο- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
REC | TAPXH | TONRCHO)| P8AQ) 
t Κ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) Βασιλείῳ βεστάρχη τὸν ... novio 





183.184, Βραχάμιος ᾿Αρσακίδης βεστάρχης (third quarter of ΧΙ c.) 


183, Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18526. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-24 (19) 5 
mm. W, 16.09 g. Well-centered imprint. The obv. is in a superb state of preservation; effaced letters on 
the rev. 

Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 70; Jordanov, F. Names, no.61. 


184. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18418. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-24 (19) 4.5 
mm. W. 10,90 g. Good imprint, but subsequently cut (presumably during excavations), as a result, the 
depiction and inscription are heavily damaged. 

Ed. lopianos, IIpecnae, Ne 71; Jordanov, F. Names, no.62. 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a long spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on a 
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shield set on the ground. Vertical inscription: Θ-Γ-Ε || Q-P-I* 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ KCR'O'| RPAXAM'| RECTAPX’| TONAPCA | KIAHN 

-K(opuUe β(οή)θ(ει) Βραχαμ(ίῳ) βεστάρχ(ῃ) τὸν)Αρσακίδην 





385. Γεώργιος Κεδρηνὸς βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 


RHM-Yambol, no. II 3680. Find-spot: the land of the village of Rusokastro, Burgas region. D. 14-16(12)3 mm. 
Incomplete imprint, slightly off-center. 
Ed. Jordanov, E. Names, no. 308. 
Parallels: Further three specimens struck in the same boulloterion were found in the region of Srem in 
modern Serbia (see Maksimovoc et Popovic, no. 29); in Noviodunum (see Schultz, S. Streufunde aus 
Isaccea [Noviodunum].- Pontica, 11, 1978, p. 102, N. 14 (Mitt Abb); Sudak (see Stepanova, Sudak 2, no. 
7) and in Cherson. The last is unpublished, preserved in the collection of K. D. Smijchkov from Lugansk 
(Russia). It was included in Mr. Smijchkov's paper presented at the igth Congress of Byzantine Studies 
in Moscow, but no publication ensued. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
ΟΦΡ.| TICR. | CTAP) XOV 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.€ | PHNOV | F€QPTT| OV 
Σφρτρ[α]γὶς βεστάρχου [Κ]ε[δ]ρηνοῦ Γεωργίου 


The owner of the seal affixed to correspondence to Rusokastro, Srem, Noviodunum, 
Sudak and Chersones was a certain George Kedrenos, vestarches. The dating of the seal is in 
the third quarter of the XIth c. 


386. Γρηγόριος ᾽Αρτοκληνης (7) βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. I 1281. Find-spot: Silistra. D.15-16 (12) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The obverse is well- 
printed, but the reverse is a little off-center, as a result, the last two lines with the patronym are missing. 
From the initial letters, | would suggest the completion l'A]pz[o]kA(nvo]. The name of the katepano 
Constantine Artoklines is reported in Skylitzes (see Skylitzes, 422.25) 

Ed. ἤορπαηθβ, Cmiucrpa, IV, Ne 4; Jordanov, F Names, no. 65. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas facing, blessing (r. hand) and holding the book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-N-I || K-O-A-A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER’O’ | ΓΡΗΓΟΡΙ |RECTAPX | T.PT. | KA 
*K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Γρηγορί(φ) βεστάρχ(η) τ[ῷ ᾽Α]ρτ[ο]κλ(ηνῷ) 


387-394. Θεόδωρος Δοβρομιρός βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 


387. Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, πο. 18507. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 17-18 (16) 4 
mm. W. 7.32 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Hopaanos, IIpecnae, Ne 73; Jordanov, F.Names, πο. 170. 
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388, Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, no. 20182. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 17-18 (16) 3 
mm. W. 7.28 g. Good imprint made on a low-quality blank. 
Ed. Wopnanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 74; Jordanov, F Names, no.171. 


389. Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, no. 24529. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. Fragment. D. 14-20 


mm. 
Ed. Wopnauos, Πρεσλας, Ne 75; Jordanov, F Names, no. 172. 


390. RHM-Shumen, no. 13507. Purchased from Slavcho Nikolov. Find-spot: Pomorie. D.19-19.5 (16) 3 mm.W. 
7.35 g. Good imprint but slightly off-center. 
Ed. Hopzanos, Auxuaso, Ne 14; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 173. Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 134. 


391-392. Private collection. Find-spot: unspecified, presumably Preslav. D.20-21 and 17-17 mm. Good 
imprints. 
Unpublished. 


393. RHM-Shumen, no. 14897. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: unspecified, 
presumably Preslav. D.20-21 mm, W. 7.64 g. 
Ed. Jordanov,Family Names, no. 174. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 135. 


394. RHM-Shumen, no.15188. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 184. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D. 17-17.1 (15?) 4.1 mm. W. 7.60 g. Holed in the upper part, presumably suspended as a medallion. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 136. 
The eight bullae were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: an unpublished bulla struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (DO. 55. 1. 3005). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of Christ on her breast. On either side the sigla: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-+ -| OKER’O’ | ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟ | RECTAPX’| TOAORPO | MIP’ 
ἜθΘ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδώρο βεστάρχ(ῃ) τῷ AoBpourp(@) 


For more information on Theodore Dobromir, see Jordanov, F. Names, nos. 155-157 


395. Θρακήσιος (Ἰωάννης) βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 28680. Find-spot: Northeastern Bulgaria. Purchased from the former 
owner of the bulla from Varna D. 18-20 (15) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, since it was off-centered. Parts 
of the depiction and inscription remained out of the blank, thus rendering the reading difficult. Beside 
the variant proposed here, for which I have followed the visible text, below I have suggested other 
possibilities as well. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Traces of a 
vertical inscription: .-[-€-QP ||... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+... | QCWA8 | .QOPAKH | . IWREC | TAPXH | - o- 
+ [K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δού[λ]ῳ Θρακη[σ]ίῳ ) βεστάρχῃ 
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If the above reading is correct, the proper name of the owner of the seal is Θρακήσιος 
and should be associated with the theme Θρακησίων. It is possible and acceptable to apply 
to a patronym, but a homonym identical to a name of a theme is rather unusual, though not 
impossible. 

However, a different reading of the third line could also be proposed: .WOPAKH | 
. IO ΓΠω(άννη) Θρακη[σ]ίῳ) βεστάρχη. In this case we are tempted by the idea of 
identifying the owner of the seal with the chronicler John Skylitzes, who is called Ἰωάννης 
Θρακησίων in the preface of George Kedrenos’ compilation. 


396-397. Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 


396. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24827. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 12-12 (?) 3 mm. W. 6. 25 . Incomplete imprint. 
' Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, no. 13. 


397. RHM-Yambol, no. Π 5497. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voivoda. D. 16-17 (over 14) 
3 mm. W. 3. 80 . Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, no. 14. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription of two columns: 9-A-H || M-T? 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KCR'O'| TOCOMA'| IOR€C | TAPX^ 
*[K($pue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ) Ἰω(άνντ) βεστάρχ(ῃ) 


398. Ἰωάννης Γούλας βεστάρχης, last quarter XIth c. 


Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 2135. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain. D. 17-17.5 (16) 3 mm, W. 5.47 g. Well-centered and complete imprint in a good state of 
preservation. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΓΡΑ | DACCOPA | IZOKAI |AOI' 8C | - o- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
o IQ o | RECTAPX’ | TOVTOV |o ΛΑ o 
ἜΓραφὰς σφρ(α)γίζῳ καὶ λόγους Ἰωάννου βεστάρχ(ῃ) τοῦ Γούλα 


This family name is not attested in narrative sources. 

The name of a certain Γούλης, a Capadocian, an official of Emperor Alexios I 
Komnenos who participated in a number of military actions on the Balkans between 1078- 
1082 is mentioned in the Alexiade of Anna Komnene. Bearing in mind Anna’s manner, this 
is probably his family name, see A/lexiade, 1.33.9; Π.21.22:11.97.21. 
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Clearly, however, it refers to a different family name I' ούλας. Two other representatives 
of this family are known by their seals: 
Theophilos as a private person, second half of the XI c., according to a seal from 
DO.58. 106. 2640. 
Obv. Bust of St. George facing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand) 
Rev. -KCR'G'|TOCOAS'| ΘΕΟΦΙΛῚ TOCS | AA 
Theodore as a private person, last quarter of the XI c., according to a seal from Zacos 
collection. . 
Obv. Bust of St. Theodore facing, holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand) 
Rev. « | OMONV | MONCON | ΓΒΛΑΟΟΜΑΡ | TOICKE | IIOIC 
See Wassiliou, A.-K. Einige bisher unbekante Namen auf Byzantinishen Siegeln.-SBS, 9, 
2006, 72.5.1; 73.5.2. 
John Goulas from our seal of similar dating is their contemporary. We cannot 
conclude with certainty about their relations: members of the same family, brothers or a 


third possibility. 


399. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14615. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, dis. Elkhovo. D. 17-22.5 
(14.5) 4 mm. W. 8.34 g. Good imprint and specimen in a good state of preservation. Overstruck. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 34; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 137. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of a military saint (perhaps St. Theodore) holding a spear (r. hand) and a round 
shield (1. hand). No visible inscription. 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΚΕΚ ΘΊΤΩΟΩΔ8 | AOKCONRE | CTAPXH | 
+{K(dpre β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κων(σταντίνῳ) βεστάρχη 


399A. Κωνσταντῖνος Ἰκανάτος βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Blesna, district of Haskovo. 
D. 19-21 (18).mm, W. 5.4 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 243a. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Eustratios facing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-€-V || .-T-P-A-T-I-O : Ὁ ἅγιος Εὐ[σ]τράτιο(ς). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ΚΕΒΘ’ |TOCQAS'| KONRE | CTAPXH | TOIKA | NA. 
Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) βεστάρχτη τῷ Ἰκανά[τῳ] 





400-401. Λέων Νικερίτης βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 


400. RHM-Shumen, πο. 13539. Former collection of Vassil Dimitrov from Shumen. Found on the land of the 
village of Liuliakovo, Burgas region, which is located at the exit of the Veselinov pass. D. 19-23 (18) 3.1 
mm. W. 9.31 g. Good imprint and a bulla in a good state of preservation. 
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Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 523. Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 138. 


401. RHM-Shumen, no. 15115. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 111. Find-spot: 
stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, disc. of Elkhovo. D. 20-21(18) mm. W. 7. 44 g. Good imprints. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 523a. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 139. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 99; DO. 58. 106. 5596 (unpublished). Struck with the same pair of dies 
as our specimen. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
1.+ KCR'O'| TOCA .| ΛΕΟΝΤ. |-ο- 
2.+ KCR'O'| TIOCOAS'| A€ONTI |-ο- 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
1.-0-| . €CTAP| . HTWNI| ΚΕΡΙΤΗ |- o - 
2.- o - | RECTAP | XHTWNI | ΚΕΡΙΤΗ | - ο - 
+ K($pue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Λέοντι βεστάρχῃ τῷ Νικερίτῃ 


Μιχαὴλ. Στυπειώτης μάγιστρος καὶ βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) see no. 456 


402. Μουχουμέτ βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 


Private collection (Zheliazko Dimov, Burgas). Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa. D. 16-16 
(14 2) ? mm. Perhaps a weak imprint, but all the letters from the Greek text printed. Specimen in a good 
state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 42; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 515. 
Parallels: unpublished specimen in Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 55. 1. 4570). 


Obv. Inscription in Arabic script. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
REC | TAPXI| M8X8 | MET 


403. Παὔλος ᾽Αρμενοπούλος βεστάρχης (third quarter, ΧΙ c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. Ὀ. 21-23 mm. Incomplete imprint, poorly centered in the boulloterion, 
which renders the reading difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, £ Names, πο. 60. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
sa | .CO)A.. | .RAQRE |. ΑΡΧΗ 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
. WAP. | NOTIQA | * AQ * 
[*K(ópuUs β(οή)θ (ει) τῷ] σῷ δ[ούλ(ῳ) Πα]βλῳ βε[στ]άρχη [τ]ῷ 
Αρ[μ(ε)]᾽νωπώλῳ 


404Α.Ὑπάτιος Μαγεντηνός βεστάρχης (third quarter of the XI c.) 
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Private collection. (V. Panteleev, Varna). D. 15-20 (15) 2.5 mm. W. 4.00 g. Complete imprint in a good state 
of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 404. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin standing frontally, holding Christ in her |. arm. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+OKER’O’| VIIATIW | RECTAPX'| TWMATE | NTINO 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Ὑπατίῳ βεστάρχ(η) τῷ Μαγεντίνο 


ϱ) βέστης 


An office whose nature connects it with the emperor’s private treasury. It first appeared 
under Emperor Nikephoros II Phokas (963-969). It was occupied both by eunuchs and 
ordinary nobles (see Ebersolt, Vestiarium, 87-88; Délger, Finanz., S.35; Oikonomides, 
Listes, p. 294). In the taktikon of the Escurial, it is accompanied by the titles magistros, 
patrikios and praipositos (Oikonomides, Listes, 263.13,16,21). In the XIth c. and especially 
in its second half, it became a title held by many provincial governors. Its derivative is 
πρωτοβέστης. It disappears from written sources in the early XIIth c. 


404-405. Βάρδας Μερκολίτης βέστης (1060s) 


404. Private collection (Nikolai Nikolov from Razgrad. Offered for purchase at the Historical Museum, 
Shumen. Purchased from a person who claimed that the bulla was generally found in the Targovishte 
district. D.17-17 (15) 2.5 mm. Complete and a well-preserved imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 465. 


405. RHM-Shumen, no.15496. Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak, no. 220. Find-spot: fortress near 
the village of Melnitsa, disc. of Elkhovo. D.12-14 (?) 3 mm. W. 3.22 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 

Both specimens were struck in a same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios sanding, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting on a shield set on the 
ground. Vertical inscription : 9-A-H ||... . 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-KC€R'O| RAPAA | RECTHN| ΤΟΝΜΕΡ | KOAHT 
— |.....| R€CTH.|TONMEP | KOAHT 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Βάρδᾳ βέστην τὸν Μερκωλήτ(ην) 


406. Θεόδωρος Καζάνης βέστης (XI c. third quarter) 


Historical Museum, Nessebar, πο. 1950. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: the 
fortress near the village of Melnitsa, district of Elkhovo. D. 16-17 (15-16?) 4 mm. W. 6.50 g. Well- 
centered and complete imprint. The upper part of the saint’s head on the obverse remained outside the 
blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 23; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 245. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Remains of the 
vertical inscription: @-..- || .-A-Q)-P. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+KER’O’ | OCOAQPO) | RECTIT. | KAZANH 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδώρῳ βέστι τ[ῷ] Καζάνῃ 


407. Ἰωάννης Ααρὼν βέστης (1060s-1070s) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 13506. Purchased from Slavcho Nikolov from Shumen. Found in Pomorie. D. 25-25 (19) 
4.1 mm. W. 13.50 g. A good imprint but not distinct enough. A well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, I. Le molybdobulle du vestes Jean Aaron.- Paleobulgarica, 1, 1990, 106-110; ΗοΟΡΛΔΗΟΒ, 
ΑΗχµαπο, Ne 4; Wopaanos, Kopnyc, c. 192 ; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 1; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 
140. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George facing, represented as a warrior, holding (r. hand) a spear on 
shoulder, anda shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: Θ-Γ-Ε-(0-Ρ || -I-O-C : Ὁ ἄ(γιος) 
Γεώργιος 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ KER’O’ | IWANNH | RECT'TO) | AAPG) 
+ Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰωάννῃ βέστ(ῃ) τῷ Aapo(v) 





408. Ἰωάννης Βατάτζης βέστης (third quarter of XI c.) 


Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov from Elkhovo). Presumably found in the stronghold near the village of 
Melnitsa. D. 24-24(?)3 mm. Incomplete imprint, especially the last two lines of the inscription. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 31; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 94. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist facing, blessing (r. hand) and holding the book (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription of two columns: 9-IO-O || I-A’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KCR'O'| IOR€C T'| TON.ATA | ..HN 
+ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰω(άννην) βέστ(ην) τὸν [Β]ατά[τ]ζην 





409. Μιχαὴλ Περδίκης βέστης (third quarter, XI c.) 


RHM-Pernik, πο.! 102 Found in the course of excavations in the fortress near the town in 196, square V/134, 
depth 0.60 m. D. 16-17.5 (15 ) 4 mm. Successful imprint and a bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. YOpykona, Pernik, II, c 120, ταῦπ.Η.5; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 566; Wopaanos, IIepuuk, Ne 13. 
Parallels: Three unpublished bullae struck with the same pair of dies are preserved in the Dumbarton 
Oaks Collection (DO. 55.1.3856, 55.1.3857 and 58. 106. 1489). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her chest. Sigla: Μι OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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+| A€CIIOI | NACKEII | MIRECTI | TONEP | ΔΙΚΗ 
Δέσποινα σκέπ(οις) Μιχ(αὴλ) βέστι τῷ Περδίκῃ 


409A. Νικήτας Κίνναμος βέστης (second half, XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-17 (13) 3.5-5 mm. W. 5.40 g. Once a 


good and complete imprint. Now a portion is chipped or melted, which renders the reading insecure. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 312. f 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St.Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus cruciger (l. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: i 
.DPAT | .KHTA | ..CT’T8 | INAM’ 


[Σ]φρραγ(ὶς) [Νι]κήτᾳ [βέ]στ(η) τοῦ [Κ]ινάμ(ου) 


410. Πολύευκτος βέστης (last quarter, XIth c.) 


Private collection. Offered for purchase at the Historical Museum in Shumen where I documented it. The 
information is that it originates from the stronghold near the village of Dobri dol, Plovdiv region. It 1s 
not unlikely however that it was found in Silistra. D. 19-20.5 (18) 4 mm. Well-centered but indistinct 
imprint. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, II, no. 678, struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin, holding Christ (1. arm). No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+TIOAV | EVKTON | RECTHN | ΠΑΡΘΕΝΕ | CKETIOIC 
ἘΠολύευκτον βέστην, Πάρθενε, σκέποις 


For more information on the owner of the seal, see no.507, where his whole career is 
presented. 


f) γαμβρός 
411. Βάρδας γαμβρός τοῦ δουκὸς Παὔλου βεστάρχης (third quarter, XIth c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 59. Found in the course of excavations of the Southern Fortress Wall of Dristra on 300 
April 1986. D. 23-23 (21) 4 mm. Once an excellent imprint. Now one side completely corroded. All that 
renders the reading uncertain. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
OKERO | HO..RAP| AA...AM| R...8A’ | -.Ος- 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
-3X- | KVPOV | IIAVAOV| KAIREC | TAPXH | -X- 
Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ[ει] Ba pda [τῷ γ]αμβ[ρῷ τ]οῦ δουκὸς κυροῦ Παῦλου καὶ 
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βεστάρχη 


I do not know of a seal with a similar text. It applies to a certain Bardas son-in-law 
(gambros) of Paul, doux and vestarches. Bardas identifies himself precisely through his 
father-in-law, since both a title and an office are lacking on his seal. 

Who was this Paul, doux and vestarches? That is hard to determine. Did he have something 
in common with Paul Armenopoulos (see no. 403), who was also doux and vestarches? 


fa) γαμβρός καὶ δεσπότης 


| 
i 
i 
1 


412. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς Παλαιολόγος δεσπότης καὶ γαμβρὸς (ca. 1200-1203) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14659. It was offered for purchase by a treasure-hunter who found it in the stronghold 
near Dobri dol, Plovdiv region. D. 22-42 (37) 3.5 mm. Half of a specimen that once had an excellent 
imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 54] 
No parallels known. 


The other three specimens, struck in a different boulloterion or with a different pair of 
dies, are stored in the collections of the Hermitage (M-8212), Fogg A.M. (no. 1699) and DO 
(58. 106. 3572). See Laurent, V., A propos d'un sceau inedit du despote Alexios (+1203).- 
Byzantion, 8, 1933, 125-130; JIuxaueB, Μοπισθοόγποι, Tao. LXVI.13; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 
2752; Oikonomides, Dated Seals, no. 130. 


Obv. Inscription of seven lines. 


EIB |... PCMA| | ..IOAOTS |....0®V |....CTIO] ....HNA| ΑΝ 
[-Αλε]ξίου [σφρά]γισμα [Παλα]ιολόγου [Κομνην]οφυ[οῦς δε]σπότου τὴ]ν 
α[ξί]αν 


Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
TAM...|KPATS....| CHCTIA.....| MAIAO......] TOTIAL....| AIC...... 
γαμ[βροῦ] κρατοῦ[ντος] γῆς πά[σης Ῥω]μαΐδο[ς εἰς πρω]τόπαι[δα 
βασί]λισ[σαν Εἰρήνην] 


i 
4 


fb) γάμβρος καὶ καῖσαρ 
413-414. Ἰωάννης Καντακουζηνὸς γάμβρος καὶ καῖσαρ (1185-1186) 


413. Private collection. Found by a treasure-hunter with a metal detector in the stronghold near Dobri dol. 
D.34-35 (33?) 2.5 mm. It was once a good imprint but now the bulla is in a bad condition. Open along the 
line of the channel and bent possibly due to a blow during the “excavation”. 

Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 10; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 263. 
No exact parallels. 


414. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain. D.42-45 (34) 3 mm. Large blank; 
well-centered but nevertheless incomplete imprint due to slipping of the blank in the boulloterion. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 264. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no 2739; Oikonomides, Dated, no 123. Struck in a different boulloterion. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing, holding a spear (r. hand) and resting his l. hand on a shield set 
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on the ground. On either side, a vertical inscription: O-AT-O-C || ©-€-O-A@-PO-C 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines. 

a) ΓΑΜΒΡΟΝ | KPATOVNTOC | ΔΕΟΠΟΤΗΝΙΩ | ANNHNKANTAKS | 
ZHNKAICA | PAMAPTVC | CKCIIOIC 

b).. MRPON|.PAT8NTOC |. €CIIOTHNI |. ANNHNKAN | TAKSZHNON 
| KAICAPAMAP | .VCCKE | IIOIC 

Γαμβρὸν κρατοῦντος δεσπότην Ἰωάννην Καντακουζηνὸν καίσαρα Μάρτυς 

σκέποις 


5) δεσπότης 


414A. Ἰσαάκιος Κομνηνὸς δεσπότης (1081-1102.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D.17-28 (28 7) 4 mm, W. 11.00 g. Half of what 
was once an excellent imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 340A. 
Parallels : Mordtmann, Komnenon, no. 9; Schlumberger, Sig., p. 425; Konstantopulos, no. 289; 
Zacos, Seals, I, nos. 2702a-c; Stavrakos, 126; Henning-Muller, Bizans, no. 9. 


Obv. Part of the figure of St. Theodore standing frontally, his |. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Vertical inscription: ...... | O9-C-OAQ-PO-C : [Ὁ ἅγιος] Θεόδωρος. 
Rev. Vertical inscription of six lines: 
- o - |-K€RO. |ΘΕΙΤΩ..| AOVAOMN..| KIOIOQACC...|TOKO..| - N. - 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βο[ή]θει τῷ [σῷ] δούλῳ Ἰ[σαα[κίῳ δεσ[πότῃ] τῷ Κο[μνη]ν[ῷ] 


415. Κωνσταντῖνος Δούκας Κομνηνὸς Παλαιολόγος δεσπότης (XIII-XIV c.) 


RHM- Yambol, no.II 4783. Find-spot: the land of the village of Sedlarevo, Sliven region, in the Sheitansko Kale 
locality. D. 31.5-33(30)4 mm. Good imprint, despite some letters which were left out of the blank. A bulla 
in a very good state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanos, M. - JI. J[paranos, HoBoorkpur ΜΟΠΗΒΠΟΒΥΠ Ha ΛΕΟΠΟΤ Koncrantux Myka Παπεοπος- 
HMIOB, ΧΙΙ, 1990, 47-52; Jordanov, £ Names, no.550. 

Parallels: Konstantopulos, no. 622; Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2758 a-c; JIuxauea, Moauedoeynoi, ΤΑΘΠ. 
LXXXI.6. They were struck with two different pairs of dies. Ours is from the same pair as the Zacos seal 
no. 2758a. 


Obv. Constantine, nimbate, beardless, standing facing; wears skiadion (decorated with 
cross on its front part), divitision and chlamys of lozenge pattern; r. holds scepter with 
jewelled top. In field l. and τ. vertical inscriptions: 

* |KO | NTA | NTI | NOC | A€CII | OTIC - 

IIOP | ΦΝΡΟΓ | ENNHT | OCA8KA | CKOMNH | NOCONA | AAIOA | OTO |. 
T Kovozaviivog δεσπότις πορφυρογέννητος Δούκας Κομνηνὸς 
Παλαιολόγο[ς] 

Κεν. Inscription of eight lines: : 

+ COPATIC | OXCKAIOVAA | KTHPKAICKCIIHAN | KTOIIAIAOCACCII | 
T8KONTANTINS | ΚΑΙΠΟΡΦΥΡΑΝΘἃ | .AO.KAIIAAAI | ..Ol'OV 
+ Σφραγὶς ὁ Χ(ριστὸ)ς καὶ φυλακτὴρ καὶ σκέπη ἀν[α]κτόπαιδος δεσπ[ό]του 
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Κωνσταντίνου καὶ πορφυρανθοῦ[ς] Δο[ύ]κα Παλαι[ολ]όγου 


416-418. Στέφανος Κωντοστέφανος δεσπότης (first half, XII c.) 


416. Historical Museum, Nova Zagora , no. 1332. Find-spot: the town, eastern part. D. 29-30 (?) 3 mm. Ina 
poor sate of preservation, holed in center, presumably used as a weight. Many of the letters are obliterated 
or did not print. 


Ed. Wopaanos, Nova Zagora , Ne 3; Jordanov, F. Names, no.360. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+| KONTO | SEPAN. |.ΑΙΘΈΦΑ. | AECTIO. | 
ἙΚοντοστεφάν[ου κ]αὶ Στεφά[νου] δεσπό[τ(ου)] 
Κον. Inscription of four lines: 
.AIKVPO. | CPFOONKAI | (DPATICRSA | VMATO) 
[κ]αὶ κύρο[ς] ἔργων koi [σ]φραγὶς βουλ[ε]ύματω(ν) 


417. Private collection (Stefan Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 29-30 (28?) 4 mm. W. 24.65 g. 
Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. buank, PamusHy umena, Ne 17; Jordanov, E Names, no. 361. 
Parallels: Oikonomides, Dated, no 114. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+KON|TOYEDA | NOVKAI*€ | DANSA€C | HOTOV 
ἙΚοντοστεφάνου καὶ Στεφάνου δεσπότου 
Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
KAIKV | POCCPTON | ΚΑΙΟΦΡΑΓΙς | ROVAEVMA | TON 
καὶ κύρος ἔργων καὶ σφραγὶς βουλεύματων 





h) δισύπατος 


There are certain nuances in the interpretation of this title: 

Ν. Oikonomides favors the term bis consul, 1.6. one who has received the insignia of 
a consul for the second time (δισύπατος) (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 295), while W. Seibt 
assumes that it refers to consul iterum (Seibt, B/eisiegel, S. 238). 

Its origin is connected with that of ὕπατος. It appears in the written sources in the 
[Xth c. and disappears in the Xth in connection with the changes in the title ὕπατος. It 
occupies approximately a mediate position between the rather low-ranking ὕπατος and the 
ἀνθύπατος still high at that time. 

It reappears in written sources and sphragistic monuments in the mid- XIth c. in 
connection with the restoration of the title ὕπατος,. This time however the hierarchical order 
is the following: πρωτοσπαθάριος, ὕπατος, δισύπατος, πατρίκιος and ἀνθύπατος( 
see Bury, System, p. 27; Guilland, Recherches, lI, 79-88; Seibt, Bleisiege/, S. 238). 

It is last mentioned in documentary sources from the late XIth and the early XIIth 
centuries (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 295, n. 45). 
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419, Συμεὼν δισύπατος (XI c.) 


Private collection (S. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: the stronghold between the villages Razboina and Prosenik, 
disc. of Burgas. D. 14-17 (?) 2. 5 mm. W. 5. 307 g. Weak imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Remains of a 
vertical inscription at r.: 9-T-€ |... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+KER’O’| CVMC.. | AVC. | HAT. 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) Συμε[ὼν] δυσ[υ]πάτ[ῳ] 


420-421. Συμεῶν Καραντηνός δισύπατος (XI c.) 


420, National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.24816. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D.18-20 (17) 2 mm. W. 5.53 r. Good imprint and a well-preserved bulla, despite some indistinct letters. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, no 22; Jordanov, Family Names, no.280. 


421. Private collection (Dinko Tanchev from Stara Zagora). Probably close in origin with the previous one. 
D.17-20 (17) 3.5 mm. W. 6.00 g. Chipped specimen of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no.281. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Symeon turned three quarters |. with a nimbus and a himation, holding 
Christ at τ. In the field, to the |. of Christ, the sigla: IC-XC. Remains of a vertical 
inscription at r.: @-CV-... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

-K€R'G'| TOCOASA'| CVME€OQNAI | CVIIAT'TO | KAPAN | THN’ 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Συμεὼν δισυπάτ(ῳ) τῷ Καραντην(ῷ) 


ia) θυγατρὸς 
422-424. Αννα (Κομνηνὴ) θυγάτηρ τοῦ Ἰσαακίου ἀδελφοῦ Ἰωάννου (?-1143) 


422. Place of preservation: unknown. This seal is a very good illustration of the processes in our country. It 

was reported by A. Peikov and Pl. Pavlov in the abstract sent for the 6' International Symposium of 
Byzantine Sigillography held in Veliki Preslav in September 1998. Unfortunately, they did not take part 
in the symposium, and their abstract remained its only publication. According to the authors, the bulla 
generally originates from the region of Nova and Stara Zagora. After the closing of the symposium, in a 
personal meeting with ΡΙ. Pavlov, he showed me a rather poor-quality photo of this seal. When I visited 
Vienna a year later, I came across the recently published auction Münz Zentrum πο. 97, held from January 
6-8, 1999. There, under no. 790, I found the same seal. This is one surprisingly fast transfer of the seal 
from Bulgaria to Kóln! Incomplete imprint. D. 30-31 mm. W. 24.10 g. 
Ed. Pavlov, P.- Peikov, A. Two unknown Byzantine Seals from Northern Thrace from 12th Century.- 
Vith International Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography, V. Preslav (resume), p. 33; Auction Münz 
Zentrum N 97, 06-08. 01. 1999, N 790; Hopaanos, Komuunu-Anrenn, 38-39, Ne 12; Jordanov, Family 
Names, no. 319. 
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423. RHM-Shumen, πο. 15074. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 70. Find-spot: area of 
Podkova, Kardzhali region. D. 16-25 (22) 3 mm. W. 6.14 g. Fragment smaller than a half. 
Unpublished. 


424. Historical Museum Nesebar, no. 2150. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialos). D.25-28 (24) 3 mm. W. 
11. 37 g. Well-centered and complete imprint but damaged. Cracked and folded along the channel. 
Unpublished. 

The three specimens were struck in a same bulloterion. 
. No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
a.- +-| ANNHC | OVI'ATPOC | C®PATICI | CAAKIOV 
-ΓΑΝΝΗ. | . VTAT. E zi 
-| ANNHC | OVTATPOC | ΟΦΡΑΓΙΟΙ | CAAK . 
Rey. ης of four lines: 
a. ANCA | ... AKTOC | ... €ROVC|.. ANNS8 
b.. AECA] ο AKTO.|.....0V.]. 
c. AAEA | PANAKT OC | EVCEROVC | IQANN8 
-΄Άννης θυγατρὸς σφραγὶς [σαακίου 
ἀδελφάνακτος εὐσεβοῦς Ἰωάννου 


ib. ἱλούστριος 


The higes title of senators in the Late Roman Empire. The term remained in use in the 
VII c 
See OBD. 986-987 


Ματθαῖος ἱλούστριος (VI-VI c.) see no. 2300 


Ἰωόννης Πλαγιώτης ἱλλούστριος first half of the VII c. see no. 3149. 


j) κανδιδᾶτος 


A corps of the imperial guards established in the IIIrd c. Initially it consisted of forty 
titulars, but already in the. VIIIth-IXth centuries its candidates were both guards and people 
who had nothing to do with the guards, i.e. it developed form an effective position into a 
honorific title (Oikonomides, Listes, 155, 296-298). 


425. Νικήτας ὕπατος, β)κανδιδᾶτος (VIII-IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no.13511. Find-spot: Pomorie (Anchialos). D. 29-30 (22) 6 mm. W. 28.99 g. Good and well- 
preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanuos, Auxuasto, I.1; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 141. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (ΡΙ.].5): in the quarters : Τ(0-Δ8 || AQ)-C8. 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
NIKHT | AVIIATO) | .ACIAL | KANAI | AATOO 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ δούλῳ cov Νικήτᾳ ὑπάτῳ [β]ασιλι[κῷ] κανδιδάτῳ 


The dating of the seal, according to its shape, iconography, paleography of some letters 
and mostly the τῷ δούλῳ σου inscribed in the four fields, is to the last quarter of the VIIIth 
c. (see Manaposckas, ΠΑΜΆΤΗΗΚΗ, 246-253). Hence, the following question poses itself: 
is imperial kandidatos an effective position or another honorific title? In the late VIIIth ο., it 
could be an effective position. 


ja) β)κανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 


For its meaning, see πρωτοσπαθάριοι ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν. 


426-427. Λέων β)κανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (end of the IX c.) 


426. Archaeological Museum Sofia, photo slip Ne 72-2069; 2070. Find-spot: Pliska, 1972 (presumably from 
the sounding excavations of Prof. Stancho Vaklinov). D. 25-26 mm. Line 1 and part of line 2 on the rev. 


did not print. 
Ed. Hopaanos, TIlnucka, 1899-1999, Νο 12. 


427. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: the seacoast near Sozopol. D. 12.5-26 (20) 2.5 mm. Once 
a good imprint; now a half preserved. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
+KEROIOHTOCOAOVAO 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+... | NT.KA | NTLATO | ΕΠΙ͂ΤΟΝ | VKIAK 
Be Ges sess] xor EG] ess ONF tenes K 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοίθη το σο Ce [Λέοντι [βἸκαντι[τ]άτο ἐπὶ τον (οἰ)κ(ε)ιακ(ῶν) 


The commentary on the data of these two lead seals draws our attention on the following 
ascertainments: 

1. the unusual writing of the invocation and text on the reverse; 

2. the discovery of the two bullae in the Bulgarian capital Pliska and Sozopol. 

Their dating is generally in the last quarter of the IXth c.; as for Pliska, the presence 
of Byzantine lead seals there is limited to the period 870-893 and is in connection with the 
activity of the chancellery of the Bulgarian archbishop (see Ñopaanos, Ππµοκα, c.296). 
The duplication of the correspondence of Λέων β᾿κανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν to the 
Byzantine town of Sozopolis and the Bulgarian capital Pliska arouses our interest. The Leo 
in question was perhaps an acquaintance or a relative of people resident in Sozopolis and 
Pliska, for example, the bishop of Sozopolis and the Bulgarian archbishop or some of his 
close associates. We could also assume that this Λέων β)κανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 
was charged with a certain mission connected with Bulgaria and on his way he might have 
sought the help of the authorities in Sozopolis. 
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Κ) κουροπαλάτης 


Higher palace title. It can be treated as an office only in the [Xth c., when the kouropalates 
was a chief of the whole palace guard. We find further evidence of his significant role in the 
life of the Empire in this period in a text of the taktikon of Philotheos (899), according to 
which the kouropalates is the one who confers the titles on the high-ranking dignitaries. 
According to N. Oikonomides, it is probably a reminiscence from the time of Michael IIT 
(842-867), when kouropalates was the Emperor’s uncle Bardas, who actually governed the 
Empire (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 97, n. 50) and whose seal has been presented below. 

Until the end of the Xth c., it is a title reserved only for the princes and members of the 
imperial family. The rulers of Georgia were also granted this title. In all taktikons including 
the Escurial, it occupies the third place in the rank lists after the caesar and the nobelissimos 
(Oikonomides, Listes, Ph. 137.2: B 245.1; S 263.6, p. 292). 

The kouropalates had a special dress: a purple divitision and a chlamys ornamented with 

gold and fastened with a richly decorated fibula. He was granted the symbol of his dignity, 
the belt, by the emperor himself in the Blachernai church (Cer., Η, 37-39.54; Oikonomides, 
Listes, 97.7-11 ; Guilland, R. Le Curopalate.- Byzantina, 2, 1970, 193-194). 
In the XIth c., and especially in its second half, it became a title, one of the highest indeed, 
but already granted to persons not belonging to the imperial family. It became very common 
among the Byzantine dignitaries after 1070s-1080s, when its derivative, protokouropalates, 
was also introduced (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 293, n. 32). 

It retained its meaning of a title of not so high rank in the XIIth c. as well (of fourth rank, 
according to Kazhdan, see Kaxaan, Coyuarbnoiù cocmae, ο. 113.) and survived until the 
XIVth c., when in Pseudo-Codinos it was placed in the fifteenth position. 


Βάρδας κουροπαλάτης καὶ δομέστικος (859-862), on him, see the part about the 
army, no.966. 


428. ᾽Αλέξιος N., κουροπαλάτης (late XI c.) 


RHM-Yambol, no. Π 5876. Find-spot: the land of the village of Stroino, 1992 . D. 19-20 mm. Whole specimen, 
but incomplete imprint and poor state of preservation, which renders the reading of the patronym 
difficult. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Kyponaiaru, No 2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Military saint standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield 


429-430. 'Apyupóc Καρατζᾶς κουροπαλάτης (XI c., before 1092). 


429. Private collection. Found in the stronghold near Dobri dol. D. 24-25 mm. Several letters in the second and 
third lines are obliterated, as a result, its reading 1s uncertain. 


Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no.5; ltopnauos, Kyponanaru, Ne 4; Jordanov, Family Names, no.283. 


430. RHM-Shumen, no. 14850. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Originates from the land 
of the village of Popovitsa, Plovdiv region? D.18-20 (18?).3 mm. W. 5.74 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. opnanos, ΚΥΡΟΠΑΠΑΤΗ, Ne 5; Jordanov, Family Names, no.284. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallel specimen: At the auction Italo vecchi, on Sept. 4, 1998, another specimen was presented (no. 


1319) struck in the same boulloterion. It also has non-imprinted areas, making its reading likewise 
difficult. 


Obv. Bust of Saint Nicholas (?) blessing (τ. hand) and holding book (l. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. 


a) TONCON |. IKCTH ...| -OVAA ..... | KSPOIIAAAT'| APTVPOT | KAPATA 
ας ο | IK€THN.. | ... VAATOONM.| ΚΦΡΟΠΑΛΑΤΊΑΡΓΜΡΟΤ | KAPAT. 
Τὸν σὸν [ο]ϊκετὴ[ν θύτα Θ(εογῦ] φύλατων .. κουροπαλάτ(ῃ) Apyvpo(v) τ(ὸν) 
Καρατζ(ᾷν) 


431. Βασιλάκιος ᾿Αρβαντίνος κουροπαλάτης (late XIc.) 


Private collection. A plaster cast of the same was sent to me by Ivan Karajotov from Burgas. It is reported that 
the bulla is in the possession of a collector from Burgas (Kliment Atanassov) and its find-spot is Pomorie. 
Dimensions of the blank 28-28 mm, of the seal 25 mm. Incomplete imprint because it was poorly centered 
in the boulloterion and rather indistinct, in addition. This renders the overall reading difficult. 

Ed. Mopnanos, Kyponanaru, Ne 7; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 58. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. George standing, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set on the 
ground. Inscription in two columns: A-TT-O-C || F€-OQ-T ... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
...IHOL.. | NEKSPOIIAAT | TONAPRANT. | NONRACIAAK | .ONANA. 
[Σκέ]ποι[ς &y]ve κουροπαλάτ(ην) τὸν ᾿Αρβαντ[η]νὸν Βασιλάκ[ι]ον ἄναξ. 


The first one or two lines remained outside the blank. In his review W. Seibt (BZ, 101, 
S.820) restores the beginning: Θράκης σκέποις δοῦκα µε κουροπαλάτην. We can only 
guess whether he knows of another better specimen as to be so certain. 


set on the ground. 
Rey. Inscription of six lines: 
OK...| . ΛΕΞΙΟ | Κ8ΡΟΠ. | AATHT. | ΡΑΠ..| MOV. 
Θ(εοτό)κ[ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) ᾽Α]λεξίο κουροπ[α]λάτῃ τ[ῷ] Par uov. 





- 


DELLE 


432. Βασίειος Γεμιδινὸς (7) κουροπαλάτης (end of the XI c.) 





. 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15140. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 136. Find-spot : Melnitsa, 


Elkhovo region. D. 20-22 (17) 4 mm. W. 5.34 g. Complete and distinct imprint. Some peripheral letters 
: did not print. 
The reading of the patronym is insecure, for which reason we do not comment on the Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 143 


data of the seal. | No parallels known 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion on her chest. Sigla: M || ©. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+OKER’O@’ | RACIACIO | KOPOITAA'|TT€MIAI| -NO- 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Βασιλείο κο(υ)ροπαλ(άτῃ) τ(ῷ) Γεμιδινο 


The letters of the last line recording the patronym are not very distinct which renders 
the reading difficult. Such a name is unknown. 


433. Γεώργιος Δεκανός κουροπαλάτης (XI-XII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 27787. Found on the sea coast in the town of Sozopol. D. 20-21 (20?) 
3 mm. A well-centered and successful imprint, but some parts of the depiction and text are out of the 
blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, £ Names. no. 161. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), his |. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription: ...... || F€-CP-DIT-O 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΟΦΡΑΓ | F€OPOTTIO | KSPOITAAA. | HTSACKA. 
Lopay(ic) Γεωρογίῳ κουροπαλά[τ]ῃ τοῦ Δεκα[ν]οῦ 


434. Δημήτριος N., κουροπαλάτης (late XI c.) 


RHM-Yambol, no. If 5156. Formerly in the Serbezov Brothers Collection, Nova Zagora. Find-spot: the land 
of the village of Polski Gradets, Gradishteto locality, Nova Zagora region. D. 18-19 mm. Specimen in a 
poor state of preservation. The reading of both the homonym and patronym are problematic. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Κγροπαπάτη, Ne 11. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A military saint, standing, holding a spear (τ. hand) and 1. hand on shield set on the 
ground. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR'O'| AHMITPI | KSPOITAAA | ΤΗΤ(ΟΠ. | ..NIO) 
+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει) Δημιτρίίῳ) κουροπαλάτῃ τῷ Π... .νίῳ 


435-436. Κοστίκιος κουροπαλάτης (XI-XI c.) 


435. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 53. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-21 (20?) 3 mm.W.8.02 g Incomplete 
imprint specimen in a poor state of preservation. Holed in the lower end. 
Ed. Vopaanos, Kyponanaru, Νο 12; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 364. 


436. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Offered for purchase by N. Georgiev from Shumen. According to his 
information, it was found in northeastern Bulgaria. It may well be that its find-spot was Silistra or Preslav. 
D. 17-19 (?) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint specimen in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Hopazanos, Κγροπαπατη, Ne 13; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 365. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
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Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the collection of the Hermitage 
(M-5577), see Schlumberger, Sceaux inedits, no. 181. 


Obv. Two military saints (St. George and St. Theodore) standing frontally. The saint at r. 
holds his τ. hand in front of his chest and a sward in |. hand. The saint at 1. holds a 
long spear in τ. hand and a shield in 1. hand. Only the name of St. Theodore (at τ.) is 
preserved from the inscription: ... €-O-A-P 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

ae |... ....]|.CT@. . |. BAQKOC|THKIKS|POIH. .. . 
b). ..€IIO. | .MAPT. | ..CTO)CO) | ABAQKOC |. . KIK.. | POIIAAAT 
[Σκ]έπο[ι τε] μαρτ[υρε]ς τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κοστήκι κουροπαλάτ(ῃ) 


437-438. Κωνσταντῖνος Αντίοχος κουροπαλάτης (809-005 of the XI c.) 


437. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24598. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-22 (over 22) 
5 mm. Low-quality blank; there are traces of the channels for pouring lead into the mould. Two halves. 
Nevertheless the surface is well preserved. 

Ed. Wopnanos, ITpecaae, Ne 76; Ed. Wopnanon, ΚΥΡΟΠΑΠΑΤΗ, Ne 14; Jordanov, F Names, no. 36. 


438. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-23 (20 ?) 4 mm, 
8.60 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 37. 
Ed.Jordanov, F. Names, no. 37. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Two unpublished bullae, struck in the same boulloterion and the same pair of dies, are stored 
in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 58.106.3980 and 58.106.4758). 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne, holding a medallion of the Christ Child 
before her chest. On either side the sigla: MP | ev. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
OKERO | ΗΘΕΙΚΩΝΙΚδ.ΠΑΛΑΙΤΗΤΦΑΝΙ ΙΟΧΩ 
Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει Κων(σταντίνῳ) κου[ρο]παλάτῃ τῷ ᾿Αν[τ]ιόχῳ 





439, Λέων ᾿Αριανίτης κουροπαλάτης (end, XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, πο. 24132. Find-spot: uncertain. Ὁ. 13-15 (over 15) 2.5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. Blank smaller than the diameter of the dies. A further difficulty in reading is due to the obliteration 
of some of the letters. 

Ed. Wopnanos, Kyponanatu, Ne 15; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 53. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ before her. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


m |..ONTO . |.8POIIAA |. 8TSAPI |. NITS 
[+ Σφαγὶς Λέ]οντο[ς κ]ουροπαλ(ά)[του] τοῦ Αρι[α]νίτου 


440. Ἰωάννης or Μιχαὴλ Παντεχνῆς κουροπαλάτης (XI c., end). 
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Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 770. D. 19-24 (24?) 3.5 mm, W. 5.80 g. Weak imprint; poor state of 
preservation. All that renders the reading of the text difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 22; Jordanov, E Names, 562. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: M || O. 
Circular inscription, beginning at 12 o'clock, between two borders of dots: ...... 
HO€ITOCOAOV AC 

Κεν Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a round shield (I. hand). Remains 
of a vertical inscription at r.: .... || A-H-M. Circular inscription between a double 

border of dots: ......IIAAAT...HANT.... 

Joined and completed, the inscription reads as follows: [+@(eotd)ke βο]ήθει τῷ σῷ 

δούλῳ [Ἱω(άννη) or Μιχ(αὴλ) κουρο]παλάτ[ῃ τῷ] Παντ[εχνῃ] 





441-448. Νικηφόρος Χρυσοτζεφούδης κουροπαλάτης (10805-10905) 


44], Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Find-spot: The Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-19 (over 20) 3.5 mm. 
W. 9.30 g. Unsuccessful imprint, besides, the letters of the text are worn and effaced. 
Ed. Vopaauos, Ipeciae, Ne 77; Mopaanos, Kypoianarn, Ne 17; Jordanov, £ Names, no.760. 


442. RHM-Yambol. no. 11 4020. Find-spot: Pomorie. Half preserved. D. 12-23 (7) 3 mm. 
Ed. opaauos, Auxuano, Ne 13; Mopaanos, Kyponasarn, Ne 18; Jordanov, E Names, no.761 . 


443, RHM- Yambol, πο. [1 3648. Find-spot: Krumovo Gradishte locality, the town of Karnobat. D. 19-22 (18) 
3 mm. Well-preserved and successful imprint, but nevertheless some letters did not print. 
Ed. Wopananos, Kyporianara, Ne 19; Jordanov, F Names, no.762. 


444. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 23707. Offered for purchase by N. Georgiev from Shumen. Reported 
find-spot: Silistra. D. 19-20 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint and a bulla in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Kyponanatn. Ne 20; Jordanov, E Names, no.763. 





445. Private collection (S. Bilik, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain ? May be the region between Stara and Nova 
Zagora. D. 20-23 (18) 3 mm. W. 8.348 g. Good imprint and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Mopnanos. Kyponanarn, Ne 21; Jordanov, & Names, no.764. 


446-447. Private collection (collectors from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. Various states of preservation. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Kyportanaru, Ne 22-23; Jordanov. £ Names, no.765-766. 


448. RHM-Shumen, no. 14176. Purchased from Yordan Atanasov Borukov from Shumen. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D. 20-20 mm, W. 9.04 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 144. 
The eight specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion and erroneously read in its publication 
(Laurent, Corpus, I, no. 683) is preserved in the Shaw collection no 1349. 





Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-O-€O || A-@)-P’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KCR'O'| NIKH@OP’| KSPOITAAAT'| TOXPVCO |ΤΖΕΦΟΝ | AH 
t K(ópuse β(οή)θ(ει) Νικηφόρίφ) κουροπαλάτ(ῃ) τῷ Χρυσοτζεφούδῃ 
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449-450. Σοφίᾳ κουροπαλάτισσα (805-005 of the XI c.) 


449, RHM-Shumen, no. 14663. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Dobri dol. D. 15-17 (14) 3 mm. 
Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 22; Hopzanos, Kyponanatu, Ne 24. 


450. Private collection. Find-spot: unspecified place in the area of the village of Starosel or Hisarya, Plovdiv 
region. D. 15-15 mm. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint (St. Theodore or George) holding a spear (r. hand) 
and a round shield (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER’. ἸΟΟΦ.ΑΚ8 | POIIAAA | THCABA'| XV 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή[θίει)] Σοφ[ί]ᾳ kovponaratna(on) δούλ(ῃ) Χ(ριστο)ῦ 


451 Στέφανος κουροπαλάτης (end, XI ς.). 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15109. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 105. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 20-22 (17) 4 mm. W. 7.58 g. Incomplete imprint, especially the text on the reverse. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 145 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
. ERO | . €ICTE|.. ΝΟΚ8 |.. TAAA |... 


[-Κ(ύρη]ε βο[ήθ]ει Στε[φά]νο κου[ρο]παλά[τι] 


452. Ν., κουροπαλάτης (last quarter, ΧΙ c.) 


Private collection (E. Kosev from Shumen). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 14.5-16.5 (20 7?) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint 
in a poor state of preservation. Fragment broken, which renders the reading uncertain. 
Unpublished 
No parallels known 


Obv. Part from the bust of military saint. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
NES |.. COA.|. NOH ..| OIIAA .| - TI - 
[1 Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) τῷ] σῷ δ[ού(λῳ) [Α]νθῃ [κουρ]οπαλ[ά]τι 


|) μάγιστρος 


Its origin comes from the ancient magister officiorum, who was in his capacity as 
prime civil minister in the late Roman Empire. In the VIIIth-IXth-century written sources, 
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two groups of magisters are distinguished. The one traditionally represents the college of 
emperor's advisers (who were granted this title for life) and the other — the honorific. In 
the [Xth c., it finally developed into an ordinary title of a high rank. It was the highest title 
intended for dignitaries who were unrelated to the imperial family. It retained this position in 
the rank lists in the Xth c. as well, after which time we observe its lagging behind and being 
outstripped by the newly introduced titles, such as proedros, kouropalates and others. 

Lit. : Bury, System, 29-33; Boak, Α.Ε.Ε and J. E. Dunlap, Two Studies in Later Roman 
and Byzantine Administration, New York, 1924, 49-58. Its last mention in he documents is 
from 1107 and 1108 (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 294, n. 35). 


Βόνος μάγιστρος (VI-VII c.) see no. 2236 


453, Θεόδωρος Μαρσίνος μάγιστρος (second half of the XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 2139. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialos). D.17.5-18 (15) 3 mm. W.6.07 
g. Well-centered and complete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of Theodore, holding a spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). Inscription in two 
columns: 9- ΘΕ-Ο || A-.-P.-C : Ὁ &(yiog) Θεόδ[ω]ρ[ο]ς 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
ΟΦΡΑΓΙ |CMATT?P | SOEWMAOP | SMAPCI | Ν8 
+ Σφραγὶς μαγίστρου Θεωδόρου Μαρσίνου 


454. Κωνσταντῖνος Βουρτζης μάγιστρος (mid-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 143. Found in the village of Kostenets, Sofia region, and donated to the 
museum by Veselin Bonev Giurov from Sofia on 22" February 1957. D. 19-19.5 (18) 4 mm.W. 6.96 g. 
Very good imprint and bulla in a superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no.120. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is kept in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection 
(DO.58.106.778), see Cheynet, Bourtzes, 35-36, pl. 1.7. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9- ΘΕ-Ο || A- (Q-P' 

Κον. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KERO | ΗΘΕΙΚΩΝ | MAT ICTP'| TOROVP | TCH 
+ K(ópue βοήθει Κων(σταντίνῳ) μαγίστρ(ῳ) τῷ Βούρτζη 





455. Λέων Ἐταιρειώτης μάγιστρος (second half of XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24828. Comes from the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda, 
Sliven region. D. 15-16 (13) 4 mm. W. 3.03 g. Off-centered with parts of the inscription out of the 
blank, especially the last two lines, which makes the reading of the patronym difficult. At least two 
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different patronyms could be restored from the letters available in the last two lines: the one suggested 
above, whose etymology derives from the position ἑταιρειάρχης; CTAI| ΡΙΟ-Σταιριοίτης. Thus, its 
etymology could be connected with the settlement Stirion. For the seals of the monastery St. Louka of 
Sterion, see Laurent, Corpus, V.2, nos. 1261-1263,1942. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, πο. 16; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 217. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο || -€-Q-P-I" 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER’O’ | ΛΕΟΝΤΙ | MATICTP'| TOCTAI| PIO 
+K(bpr)e β(οήθει) Λέοντι paytotp(w) τῷ Ἑταιριό(τῃ) 


456. Μιχαὴλ Στυπειώτης μάγιστρος καὶ βεστάρχης (third quarter, XI c.) 


Private collection (5. Bilik, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-17(15)2 mm. W. 4.37 g. Good imprint and bulla 
in a good state of preservation. The letters are very well engraved and printed. 
Ed. Buank, Pamusun numena, Ne 13; Jordanov, £ Names, no.680. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Indistinct bust of a military saint. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KER’O’ | ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | MATICTP'| RECTAPX"| TOOCTOV | MOT 
- K(ópuUe β(οή)θίει) Μιχαὴλ μαγίστρ(ῳ) βεσταρχ(ῃ) τῷ Στουπ(ε)ιώτ(ῃ) 


457. Πολύευκτος μάγιστρος (last quarter, XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, πο. { 1278. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 14-15(11) 3.1 mm. Superb imprint and condition. 
Ed. ἵπορπαηοβ, Cunucrpa, IV, Ne 17. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 534, no 15; Laurent, Bulles metriques, no 308; 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin frontally, holding Christ on her |. arm. No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ IIOAV | CVKTONMA | ΓΙΟΤΡΟΝ | ATNHME | ΟΚΕΠ 

+ Πολύευκτον μάγιστρον Αγνή µε σκέπ(οις) 


For more information on Polievktos Magistros, see no.507, where the latest stage in his 
career is presented. 


458. Ῥωμανός Μοναστηριώτης μάγιστρος (XI c. second half). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14524. Donation from Dimitar Yordanov from Shumen (Emil Kossev). Find-spot: the 
stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district of Elkhovo. D.17.1-19 (17) 2.5 mm.W. 3.989 g. Good 
imprint and good state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 47; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 471. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding spear in r. hand, |. hand set on shield resting 
on ground. Inscription of two columns : 9-A-H-. || .- T-P-I-O' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
+ KCR'O'| POMANO | MATICTPO) | TOMONA | CTHPIOT 
*K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Ῥωμανῷ μαγίστρῳ τῷ Μοναστηριότ(ῃ) 


459. Στέφανος N., μάγιστρος (end, XI c. ). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15092. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 88. Find-spot: Stara Zagora 
region. D.18-20 (18) 4 mm. W. 4.72 g. Well-centered but worn imprint. 
Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 147 
No parallels known 


Oby. Bust of indeterminate military saint. 
Rev. Inscription of five or six lines. 
NO | TIOCOAS'| ΟΤΕΦΑΝΩ | MAT TV PO| TO... |... 
[η Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Στεφάνῳ µαγίστρῳτο..... 


la) νοβελίσσιμος 
459A. Μιχαήλ Καματηρὸς νωβελίσσιµος (between 1157 and 1166) 


Private collection ( V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 34-36 (29) 3.9 mm. W. 20.30 g. Complete 
but poorly-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 256. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Metrical inscription of four lines: 
+. | IIPAECIC | CDPATIZW | MIXAHATAC | ΕΓΓΡΑΦΦΟ 
Rev. Metrical inscription in four lines: 
NWRCAAI | CIMOVKA | MATHPWN | EKTENOVC | -.- 
«Πράξεις σφραγίζω Μιχαὴλ τὰς ἐγγράφους νωβελλισίμου Καματηρων ἐκ 
γένους 


πια) πανυπερσέβαστη 
A title which is a derivative of σεβαστος. It was introduced in the rank hierarchy by 
Alexios | Komnenos. 


460-461. [Μαρία Κομνηνὴ] πανυπερσέβαστη (1082-1136). 


460. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 2086. It entered the museum as early as 1918. D. 26-27(24)4.1 mm. 
Incomplete imprint but a well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 30; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 322. 


461. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23.5-24 (22) 3 mm, W. 5.60 g. Good 
imprint and well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 30; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 322. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2720 a-c; Bulgakova, no. 1.4.4. 
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Obv, Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her chest. Traces of a sigla: MP | OV: 
Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. 
Κον. Inscription of five lines: 
a) + THN | ΠΑΝΥΠΕΡ | COCRACTON | . ΓΝΗΜΟ. | . ΚΕ 
b) + THN | ΠΑΝΥΠΕΡ | CERACTON | ΑΓΝΗΜΟΙ | CKCII 
+ Τὴν πανυπερσέβαστον Αγνή uot σκέπ(οις) 


inb) πανυπερσέβαστος 
462-463. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς Βρανᾶς πανυπερσέβαστος (1183-1186) 


462, Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 43. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-29.5 (27) 3 mm.W.13.71 g. Good but 
incomplete imprint. Some letters are out of the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanos, ΚΟΜΗΜΗΙ-ΑΗΓΕΠΗ, Ne 5; Jordanov, Family λες πο.]21. 


A63. Private collection. A plaster cast of the same was sent to me by Ivan Karajotov from Burgas. It stems from 
the Plovdiv region, probably from Dobri dol. D. 22-23 mm; 30 mm of the border of dots. Half of what 
was once an indistinct imprint, especially on the obverse. f 
Ed. Hopaanos, ΚοΜΗΜΗΜ-ΑΗΓΕΠΗ, Νο 6; Jordanov, Family Names, πο.122. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Inscription of five lines: 
a). + | AA€EIOC | TVITOIMER | PANAC ACCII. | THCKOMNHN. | VHC 
boi -vweSIOC as en MER. au Xa |o rdi NHNO|..HC 
+ ᾿Αλέξιος τύποι µε Βρανᾶς δεσπ[ό]της Κομνηνοφυής 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 
a). EKTENSC | TEMHTPOOG€ | KAIIIANVIICP | CERATOCEK | . HCAEIA 
b) EKTEN.. | TBMHT .... | KAIIIAN. .. .| CERATO. .. | THCA. 
ἐκ γένους τοῦ μητρόθεν καὶ πανυπερσέβαστος ἐκ τῆς ἀξία 


n) πατρικία ζωστή 


A prime maid of honour with a definite place in the ceremony not only in the ginekeia 
but also in the court. The first titular was attested in 821/822 and refers to Theoktista, 
Empress Theodora's mother, who immediately after the marriage of her daughter to Emperor 

Theophilos was granted this dignitary (Lit. Vogt, A.Notes sur la patriciene a centure. - EO, 

17,1938, 352-356; rez. F. D. - BZ, 39,1939, 522-523; Guilland, R. La patricicnne a centure.- 
B51., 32,1971, 269-275). Her seal is also known (see Zacos, Seals, II, no. 1083). 
Starting from 842/843 down to the taktikon of the Escurial (971-975), it occupied the first 
position in the rank lists after the first four personal titles intended for particular persons 
most often related to the imperial family (see Oikonomides, Listes, U 47.7; P 9522; B. . 
245.4; S 263.8). 

Along with πατρικίαι ζωστιαι, ordinary ζωστιαι are also known unpresented in the 
cited taktikons. The evolution of this personal title in the XIth c. cannot be determined with 
certainty; however, there are a number of cases ο  πατρικίαι ζωστιαι: Irene nun and zoste 
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(Laurent, Corpus, V/3, no 2011); Maria Melissene (Seibt, B/eisiegel, no 128); Maria zoste 
(Zacos, Seals, II, nos.448; 569) and others. The last Bulgarian tsarina, the widow of John 
Vladislav, was also introduced to this rank. 


464. Μαρία πατρικία ζωστή (XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no.602. Find-spot: the town. D.18-25 (over 25) 2 mm. Almost completely corroded bulla; 
fragments broken; the preserved letters are rather effaced. All that renders the reading of the homonym 
difficult which is inscribed in the same manner as the better-preserved seals of female titulars by the same 
name (see Zacos, Seals, Il, no. 569; Seibt, B/eiseigel, no. 128). 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Traces of a circular 
inscription. Sigla: .. || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
..PH | .HATPI | KHASZ. | CTH 
[+Malona πατρικήᾳ (καὶ) Caoth 


After overcoming our hesitations regarding the proper name, πατρικία ζωστή also 
presents a certain problem. The question is whether it applies to an effective office or the seal 
belonged to an ordinary zoste, i.e. one of the maids of honour. It is also necessary to add that 
the seals of zostai are very rare; I know of seals having belonged to two or three titulars, of 
which two are named Maria, but the title patrikia is not mentioned in either of the cases. 

The identification of the owner of the seal is difficult, even impossible, since the name 
Maria is very common and three of the several seals of zostai belonged to Maria. However, a 
commentary on the information regarding the conferment of this tile on the Bulgarian tsarina 
Maria would be of some help. John Skylitzes states “ but he honored Maria with the dignity 
of patrikia zosti and sent her to the capital with her sons" [τὴν δὲ Μαρίαν τῷ τῆς Goo] 
c πατρικίου] (Skylitzes, 364.63-65, in the Bulgarian translation of this passage, the title 
patrikia was left out, see PHBH, VI, ο. 295). We are again facing the same problem — whether 
this is an effective title ofa prime maid of honour, or a honorific title? Judging by the ensuing 
events around the year 1030, when Maria was accused of conspiracy against the crown, it is 
more likely that it applies to an effective title — of a maid of honour in the Palace. 

The dating ofthe present bulla is generally to the X-XIth c., thus allowing an identification 
of the owner of the seal with the ex Bulgarian tzarina, but that remains only in the sphere of 
conjecture. It may well refer to other titulars as well. 


465. Μαρία πατρικία (mid-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15035. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain ~ Pliska?. 
D.22-23.5 (22) 3 mm. W. 15.60 g. Well-centered imprint but made on another seal, which renders the 
reading difficult. It is impossible to read the inscription of the understrike. 

Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 148. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her ? Sigla: M || OV, above 
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them a prickle 15 engraved. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
*OK€ | ROHOI | .CIA'MA | .. TIPT | .. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ε)ι [τῇ] σι δούλῃ) Μα[ρίᾳ] π(ατ)ρι[κίᾳ] 


A question arises about the statute of this Maria: whether she is patrikia zoste or wife 
of patrikios. 


0) πατρίκιος 


A higher title established by Constantine I the Great (306-337) as descendent 
from the Roman patriciate. Until the time of Justinian I (527-565), it was available only 
for illustrates. Centuries on end, the patrikioi represented the superior class of senators. 
It occupied various positions in the rank lists. It was conferred both on eunuchs from the 
Palace being in connection with their duties and on non-eunuchs from outside the Palace. 
In the Xth and the early XIth centuries, it still retained its position of a title of high standing 
only to be pushed far behind still in the same XIth c. and especially in its second half, when 
it became obsolete (Lit. and a full prosopographical list of the patrikioi from Constanitne I 
the Great (306-337) down to Alexios I (1081-1118) is presented by R. Guilland in a series 
of publications, see Oikonomides, Listes, 294-295, n.40-41). 


466. Αναστάσιος Σολομῶν πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 20796. Related with the complex of seals from the Srategia. D. 
14.5-22 (over 22) 2 mm. Fragment about a half. 
Ed. Viopaauos, IIpecnae, Ne 538; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 665. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael; only part of the r. wing visible in much detail, including even the 
feathers. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
kis | -HT... | AOVAQ... | CTACTo... | TOCO... | QN. 
[+K(dpve βοήϑ]η τ[ῷ σῷ] δούλῳ [᾿Ανα]στασίο [π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ)] τῷ 
Σω[λομ]ῶν[τι] 


467. Βασίλειος ᾿Αγαπιτός πατρίκιος (505-605 of XI c.) 


Private collection (Slavei Petrov, Haskovo). Discovered in the Chala fortress near the village of Goliam Izvor, 
Haskovo region. D.17-17 (15) 2.5 mm. A good imprint and a well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Hopnanon-A-1a/pKoB, XackoBcko, Ne 1; Jordanov, F Names, no. 2. 
Parallels: Another specimen of the same dignitary struck in the same boulloterion is stored in G. Zacos's 
unpublished collection (Zacos, III, no. 1724) 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP || ev. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ KER’O’ | TOCWAY’ | RACIA TIPI | TOATA | MIT 

+ K(dpve β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βασιλ(είῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) τῷ ᾿Αγαπιτ(ῷ) 


185 











468. Γεώργιος Μαύρος πατρίκιος (505-606 of XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15454. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
19-20 (17) 3 mm. W. 6.08 g. A good imprint and a well-preserved specimen. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | ΗΘΕΙΤΩ | CHAOV | -AQ- | - o - 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΓΕΩΡ | FIQTIPII | KIOTO | MAVPO 
+ K(ópue βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεωργίῳ π(ατ)ρικίῳ τῷ Μαύρῳ 


A seal of George Mauros grammatikos is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection 
(Shaw 47.2. 1443 and Fogg A.M. 864), see Laurent, Corpus, IL, no. 1189. Its publisher 
dates it generally to the XIth c. It is quite possible that it refers to the same person. 


468A. Γεώργιος Χοιροσφάκτης πατρίκιος (second half, XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district of 
Elkhovo . D.29-29 (4) ? mm. Complete imprint in a fairly good state of preservation. Cracked along the 
center. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Mordtmann, Grece, p 48 and two unpublished specimens from collections DO Shaw 1060 
and Zacos, HI (two copies). 


Obv. Inscription in four lines: 
ἩΓΕΥΡΓΙ | WCOPATIC | MATSXOIP’ | ΟΦΑΚΤἃ |. 
Rev. Inscription in four lines: 
| TSIIPIl | KIWAZIWC | ΤΕΤΑΓΜΕ | -NOV - 
+ Γεωργίου σφράγισµα τοῦ Χοιρ(ο)σφάκτου τοῦ π(ατ)ρικίου ἀξίως 
τεταγμένου 


469. Θεόδωρος πατρίκιος VI-VII c. 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14953/4. Find-spot: from the fortress near the village of Dropla, Varna region. D. 19-20 (7) 
3 mm. W. 5.30 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 149. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform monogram (PLII. 30 ) Θεοδώρου 
Rev. Block monogram (PLI. 6) πατρικίου. In the central field, a cross. 


469A. Θεοκτιστος πατρικιος (VI-VII c.) see 2421. 





186 








470. Θεοφύλακτος πατρίκιος (50s-60s of XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.142. Found in Selymbria ? by P. Kunev in 1912. It was passed on to the 
museum in 1953. D.12-13 (12) 4 mm. W.3.55 g. The reading of the third line recording the title is uncertain 
due to the small size. Specimen in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. ΜΥΙΙΜΟΒ, [euaru, Ne 35. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

OK€R'G'| OCOÓV | AAKTO | TIPTI 

Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοφυλάκτῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) 


In the publication cited above, the abbreviation ΠΡΗ has been deciphered = 
πρι(μικηρίῳ). 

The owner of the seal is impossible to identify. I am familiar with many seals of 

individuals by the same name and similar characteristics; however, any identification would 
be far-fetched. 


471. Ἰωάννης Δουκίτζης πατρίκιος (50s-60s of XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 2386. Found in the course of field work in Pod Manastira locality 
in Preslav in 1917 D. 23-25 (22?) 3 mm. W. 9.90 g. Good imprint, covered with white patina; a fragment 
broken. 

Ed. MacaesB, IHeuarn, 455-456; Tores, Hopoorkputu neyatu, c. 290, Ne 3; Htopnanos, ITpecnae, No 78; 
Jordanov, F. Names, no. 207. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin standing on a souppedion, her arm extended upward toward the Manus Dei 
that should appear in the upper left side of the field. Sigla: MP || .. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-+-|. KER. | ΗΘΕΠΩ | ΠΡΙΤΩΔ8 | KITZI| - o - 
*[O(£016)]xe β[ο]ήθει Ἰω(άννῃ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) τῷ Δουκίτζι 


In the cited publication I have noted that the Preslav seal has a similar dating with that 
of Michael Doukitze’s in Zacos’ unpublished collection of family names (Zacos, III, no. 
1458): 

Obv. Bust of St. Michael with ruler's insignia. 

Rev. + KCR'O'| TOCOAS'|MIXAHAITPIJANOGVIITATO|SCTPATHTI O] .(0A8KI |TZ 
+K(Spuje β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Μιχαὴλ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ἀνθυπάτῳ (koi) 
στρατηγῷ [τ]ῷ Δουκίτζ(η) 

Correctness requires to note that according to W. Seibt (87,101, 5.820 ) it refers to 
στρατηγῷ τῆς Λουκανίας, and thus any connection with our seal is excluded. I accept 
Prof. Seibt’s emendation since he has had access to the original while my observations have 
been based on the photo kept in the Vienna phototheque. 
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472. Ἰωάννης Λοῦλος πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 13417. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-24(247)3 mm. W. 
6.80 g. Once a good imprint, but now with a chipped upper part. 
Ed. liopaanos, Ipecaae, Ne 79; Jordanov, F£ Names, no. 403. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her breast. Sigla: .. || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

| COCOA. | ICOTIPITT. || -A8AO- 

[Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δ[ού(λῳ)] Ἰω(άννῃ) τ[ῷ] Λούλο 


473, Ἰωάννης Πενταηλοπουλος πατρίκιος (XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nessebar, πο. 1907. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain. D. 15-15 (12.5) 3 mm. W. 3.97 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. Damaged surface. 
Some letters were damaged, others did not print which renders the reading uncertain. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv.Inscription of four lines: 
+KE |.. HO εη ωσωδΔ᾽ lo AQ) o 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.. ©.. TPI |.. ENT]. δλῶ 
* Κ(ύρι)ε [βο]ήθει τῷ σῷ δ(ού)λῳ [Πω(άννῃ) [πα]τρι(κίῳ) [τ(ῷ) 
Π]εντ(αηλο)[π]ούλῳ 


In the phototheque in Vienna I encountered an index-card of a seal preserved in the 
collection of the Hermitage (M-6778). It probably belonged to the same person at an early 
period of his career: 

Obv. Inscription of six lines: 

-KCR'O'| TOCMAT. |CIIAO' KAN | AIA’SMEI | ΧΑΡΤ | A? 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

T8I€N'| ΚΟΥΛΟΓΟ |ΘΕΟΗΒΤ. | HENTA .. | HOA. 

According to W. Seibt, the family name is Πεντα[ηλο]πώλ[ῳ]. The name is abbreviated 
on our specimen so it can be deciphered as Πεντ(αηλο)[π]ούλῳ. This reading poses the 
question of the connection of these seals with Ἰωάννης Πενταιλας, πρωτοσπαθάριος- 
ὕπατος, on him, see no. 612 


474. Κοσμᾶς πατρίκιος VI-VII c. 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna) no. 390. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-22 mm. W. 10.3. Complete 
imprint in a good state of preservation, a little off-center. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of two lines: 


188 





KO | CMA 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
ΠΑ | TPIK’ | OV 
Κοσμᾶ πατρικ(Ώου 


475. Κοτζίλος ὁ τοῦ Μιλκοῦ πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. 1280. Find-spot: Silistra. D.18-19(16) 3.1 mm. W. 6.60 g. Very good imprint and a well- 
preserved bulla. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Silistra, IV, Νο 9; Jordanov, F Names, πο. 469. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies was found in Noviodunum. Perhaps the 
author of the publication (Barnea, Dobrudja, no 4) did not manage to read the names of its owner due to 
its fragmentary state. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-+ -| KCRO|HOEI| TOCO | (0A8AQ) |- o - 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- o - |KOTZI | AOTIPIl| TOTOV | MIAKS | -o- 
ἜΚ(ύρι)]ε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κοτζίλῳ π(ατ)ρικίῳ) το τοῦ Μιλκοῦ 


476. Κωνσταντῖνος Δαλασηνὸς πατρίκιος (505-605 of ΧΙ ς.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24131. Find-spot: uncertain. D.21-25 (22) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Parts of the depiction and some letters are out of the blank. A bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 157. 
Parallels: Two specimens struck with the same pair of dies (DO. 55.1.2994 and 58.106.2409) are kept 
in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (on them, see Cheynet, Dalassenoi, no. 13). Two other unpublished 
specimens are preserved in Zacos Collection (Zacos, III, no. 7474). 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), his l. hand resting on a 
shield set on the ground. Vertical inscription: ...... || .-.-M-E-T-P-I 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.| KERO.. | TOCOASA' | KONTIPIT@ | AAAACH | -NO - 
[-]Κ(ύρηε βο[ήθίει)] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) τῷ 
Δαλασηνῷ 


For more information on the XIth-century individuals bearing these names, see 
Jordanov, F Names, nos. 157-159 


476A. Κωνσταντῖνος Θεοδωροκάνος πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 


Archaeological center, Veliki Preslav, no. 107. Found in the dug-out soil in the course of excavations in the 
Inner City of Great Preslav, Palace Complex site, Eastern section on August 1, 2003. D. 24-26 (17) 4.5 
mm. Once a good imprint; two holes: initially, one at the one end, made for suspension on something 
(perhaps the document), later holed in the center (an opening of 5-6 mm) and used as a weight of a 
spindle? The second opening has destroyed the letters of the proper and family name, which renders the 
reading of the text difficult. The restoration of the text is based on the parallel specimen cited below. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 228. 
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Parallels: The Hermitage Collection (M-1799) contains another specimen, perhaps struck in the same 
boulloterion, see WManaposckas, Coparucruxa, Ne 1729. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
T K€RO | HG€CITO | C..AQ) | ... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- o - [ANOV | ΠΑΤΡῚ | TQ)... | AO...| -N’- 
t K(ópue βοήθ[ει] τῷ σ[ῷ δού]λῳ [Κων(σταντίνφ)] ἀνθτυπάτ(ῳ) | 
[π(ατ)]ρι(κίφ) τῷ [Θεο]δο[ροκ(ά)]ν(ῳ) 


477. Μιχαὴλ Ξηρὸς (7) πατρίκιος(Χ{ c.) 


Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov, Elkhovo). Deposited by the police in the National Historical Museum, 
Sofia. It may be from the region. The main group of seals in this collection stem from the village of 
Melnitsa, district of Elkhovo. Dim. 25-26 mm. The reading of the patronym is uncertain due to the weak 
imprint of the third line. 

Ed. Jordanov, £ Names, no. 527. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore, holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (I. hand). Inscription of 
two columns: ..... || A- (Q-PO 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΜΙΧΑΗΛ |IIPIIKIO | TWEHP |- ϱ - 
Μιχαὴλ. π(ατ)ρικίῳ τῷ Ξηρῷ 


478. Μιχαὴλ Τουρκοπούλος πατρίκιος (first half, XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: Northeastern Bulgaria. Offered for purchase by Valentin Zhekov 
whose find-spot information is very often reliable. D. 18-19 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 726. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael facing, with nimbus and wings. No visible details of his dress and 
insignia. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER’. | ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | ΠΑΤΡΙΚΙ | TW.8P | KONBA’ 
*K(ópue β(οή)[θ(ευὐ] Μιχαὴλ πατρικί(ῳ) τῷ [Τ]ουρκοπούλ(ῳ) 


479. Νικηφόρος πατρίκιος (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15229. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25- 
25 (over 25) 4 mm. W. 14.48 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. The blank was quite 
smaller in diameter than the dies. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 150. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I. 4 ); in the quarters: . 2-66 || . 8-ACO 
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Rev. Inscription of three lines, preceded by decoration: 
ΝΙΚΗ | .OPOIT. | TPIK .. 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη [τ]ῷ σῷ [δ]ούλῳ Νικη[φ]όρο π[α]τρικ[ίῳ] 


480. Νικόλαος Καλλίνικος πατρίκιος (mid-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15143. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 139. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 14-15 (17 2) 4 mm. W. 3.58 g. Once a complete good imprint. Now with fragments 
cut, which renders the reading of the homonym difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 151. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her chest. Sigla: MP || ..Traces of an 
invocative inscription. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
_K.|.. QOPI. OKAMI | NIK’o - 
[+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ε)ι Νι]κ[ολά]ῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) [τ]ῷ Καλλινίκο 


481.Ῥώστος πατρίκιος (VIII-IX c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 30-32 (20) 6 mm. Good imprint, but bulla in a 
poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Barnea, Noi sigilii, no. 8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (P11.5); in the quarters : TW) - A8 || A@-C8. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

*PO | CTO | HAT. | KI@ 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ δούλῳ σου Ρώστῳ πατ[ρ(ι)]κίῳ 


482. Σισίνιος πατρίκιος (ΥΠ-ΥΗΙ c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, currently of unknown location. Find-spot: uncertain, perhaps Istanbul. D. 27- 
28 (7) 5 mm. 
Ed. ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ, ITeuaru, Ne 26. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
* AOV | .OVXVCI | INNOVII | ATPIKI | OV -- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ VIOI | IQA.. | OVITATP | IKIOV + 
+ Δου[λ]οῦ Χ(ριστο)ῦ Σι[σ]ινίου πατρικίου υἱοί Ἰωα[νν]ου πατρικίου 


483. Στέφανος πατρίκιος (second half, VII €.) 





Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 152 (the former collection of V. Haralanov from Shumen). Information 
on the seal and its transcript can be found in the letter of Dr. Haralanov to Prof. Gerassimov of 2234 
December 1968, where Dr. Haralanov noted northeastern Bulgaria as a probable find-spot. D. 21-22 (21) 
4-5 mm. W. 13.99 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. Covered with green oxide. 
Unpublished. 

Parallels. Konstantopoulos, no. 453; Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 1012. They were struck in a different 
boulloterion. The reverse lettering is different. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
. CT€ | DANOV | HATPI | KIOV 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
... | AOVTH | COEOT | OKOV 
[+] Στεφάνου πατρικίου [δού]λου τῆς Θεοτόκου 


484. Σφενδοβολος πατρίκιος (1050s-1060s) 


RHM-Stara Zagora, no.10 SZ-2. Find-spot: the town. D. 23-23 (over 24) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Some 
letters were subsequently worn or did not print well. All that renders the overall reading difficult. 
Ed. Wopnaunos, bepoe, Ne 12; Jordanov, F. Names, no.682. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of a military saint, holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). The 
imprint was made in the upper part of the blank; asa result, the inscription recording 
the saint's name did not print. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
hee | .WCWA | CDENAO | ROAQTIPT | - KI - 

[+ Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Σφενδοβόλῳ π(ατ)ρι)κίῳ 


484A. Φιλιππικος πατρίκιος (VI-VII c. ) see no. 2321 


485. Νικηφόρος Σιναΐτης πατρίκιος ὕπατος (mid-XI c.) 


RHM-Sliven. Find-spot: fortress near the town of Sliven. D. 27-28 mm. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of 
preservation. I obtained a photo through Bogdana Lilova. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios, holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription:..... || T-PH-O-C 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR'O'| ΝΙΚΙΦΟΡῚ IIPIKIO .|[IIATOC . [NA ...|-.- 
4 K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Νικιφόρ(ῳ)π(ατ)ρικίῳ [ὑ]πάτ(ῳ) (τ)ο Συναίτῃ 


The reading of the patronym is assumptive. In the XIIth c., M. Glykas reported of a 
certain Νικηφόρος Σιναΐτης, “the closest man of the basileius" (see Glykas, Aporien, 1, 
p. 281.2-3). For the rest of the representatives of the Synaites family in the XIIth c., see 
Jordanov, Family Names, nos.651-652. 
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p) πριμικήριος 


A palace office referring to many eunuchs in service at the Palace. It was also connected 
with both military and civil positions in the administration of the Empire. Similar to the other 
offices, it likewise developed into a title initially intended only for eunuchs and subsequently 
for ordinary nobles as well. Its derivative πρωτοπριµικήριος also appeared in the XIth . 
c. and mostly at its end. In the cases when it is not accompanied by other characteristics, 
it should be assumed that it refers to an ordinary title of a not very high rank (Lit. Bury, 
System, 122-123; Guilland, Recherches, I, 330-332; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 300; Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, S. 174). It concerns mostly the XIth c. 


486. Θεόδωρος πριμικήριος (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 15033. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 21.5-23.5 (19) 2.5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint, but bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaauos, Cunucrpa, Ne 16. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). No vertical 
inscription visible. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
KER’. | .€OAO. | .PHM. | KIP 


[+] Κ(ύρυε β(οή)[θ(ει) Θ]εοδό[ρ(ῳ) π]ρημ[η]κιρ(ίῳ) 


Our interest in this bulla stems from the fact that it is close in depiction and text to the 
seal of Θεόδωρος πριµικήριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρα (see here, no.1168). 

The question whether both seals apply to one person will remain open. There are no 
sufficient data. 


487. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πριμικήριος (X c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 14-17 mm. Incomplete imprint. Parts of the dies remained out of 
the blank. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (ΡΙ.1.5); in the quarters : TW-CŒ || A8-AQ) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
n | TANTH. | .A'CIA6"| SIIPIMIKI | PHO) 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Κωνσ]ταντή[ν(φ)] (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (Kat) 
πριμικιρίῳ 


488. Νικόλαος πριμικήριος (X-XI c.) 
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National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 25-25 mm. Good imprint, but bulla in a poor 
state of preservation. 
Ed. Barnea, Durostorum, no. 5. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ KCR'O'| TOCWAS’| ΝΙΚΟΛΑΩ | IIPIMIK" 

+ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Νικολάῳ πριμικ(ηρίῳ) 


ᾳ) πρόεδρος / πρωτοπρόεδρος 


According to Leo the Deacon, Emperor Nikephoros I Phokas (963-969) in his desire 
to requite the person who had helped for his enthroning, the eunuch Basil Lakapenos, then 
parakoimomenos at the Palace, established the title πρόεδρος τῆς συγκλήτου βουλῆς 
especially for him (Leo the Deacon, 99, n.56; Diehl, Proedre, 105-106). 

This is the highest title intended for eunuchs in the taktikon of Escurial. It is personal 
(Oikonomides, Listes, p. 292) and applies to Basil Lakapenos, whose bullae are presented 
above in his capacity as a parakoimomenos (see nos. 257-261). 

Until the mid-XIth c., it was still reserved only for eunuchs; however, several proedroi 
at the same time are found in the written sources, which means that more than one person 
simultaneously held the office (provided it was such), thus actually transforming it into a 
title. This called for the establishment initially of the office and later (after 1060s) of the title 
πρωτοπρόεδρος (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 299). 

There were πρόεδροι and πρωτοπρόεδροι with the rank of metropolitan bishops and 
synkellos in the church hierarchy as well (Laurent, Corpus, V, p. 170). 

These two titles were most common in the 1070s, when they were held both by officials 
from the central administration in the capital and by a number of provincial administrative, 
financial, law and other officials. 

It was last mention in the written sources as a secular title in 1118 and as an ecclesiastical 
one in 1140 (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 299, n. 73). 


488A. Εἰρήνη Μεταλίνα πρόεδρισσα (last quarter of the XI c.) 


Private collection (the former collection of D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Find-spot: the fortress near Constantsa. 
D. 17-17 (14) 5 mm. Slightly off-center. Good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.468. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her chest. Sigla: M || OV : Μ(ήτηρ) 
O(£0)v. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
... ER’O’| PENH | HPWC€APH |.HTHM€ | TAAIN. 
[-Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) [Ἐ()]ρένῃ πρωεδρή[σ(σ)]ῃ τῇ Μεταλίν[α] 
[ am not aware of such a family. 
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489, Αλέξανδρος Παλαιολόγος πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia , no.13136. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-20 (over 20) 3 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. Bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed, Jordanov, F. Names, no. 537. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-A-H-M || ..... 

Κον, Inscription of six lines: 

+ KCR'O'| AAEEAN | APOIIPOE | APWTQ) | ΠΑΛΕΟ | AOT" 

ΕΚ/(ώρυε β(οή)θ(ει) ᾿Αλεξάνδρῳ προέδρῳ τῷ Παλεολόγ(ῳ) 


400, Γερμανὸς πρόεδρος (last quarter, XI ς.) 


Private collection. A photograph of it was shown to me by N. Nikolov, a student at Veliko Turnovo University. 
Reported find-spot: Gradishteto locality near Svoge. D. 15-15 mm. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-NI || KO-A 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἘΓΡΑΦ | COPATI | ZWSAOTS | ΓΕΡΜΑΝῚ K'A EAP’ 
-Γραφίας) σφραγίζω (καὶ) λογοῦ Γερμαν(οῦ) (καὶ) (προ)έδρ(ου) 


491-492. Γριγόριος Κουρκούας πρόεδρος (1080s) 


491. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 18566. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-22 (18) 3.1 
mm. W. 7.28 g. Once a good imprint but now in a poor state of preservation. The upper half of the saint’s 
face and the first line are damaged. 

Ed. liopaauos, ITIpecnae, Ne 82; Jordanov, F Names, no.368. 


492. Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-22(18)3 mm. W. 6.008 g. Good 
imprint and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed.Buank, Φαμημπημ umena, No 2; Jordanov, £ Names, no.369. 
Both specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Another specimen, according to its publisher (Illananposckas, Apwauckux πεατεπεῆ, XI-XII 
BB, C. 191), struck in a different matrix than the Preslav specimen, is preserved in the collection of the 
Hermitage (M-2020). The illustration on p. 189, no. 4, is of poor quality, and it is hard to determine with 
any certainty whether it is struck with a different matrix, but the transcribed text is identical to that of our 
specimens. 


Obv. Bust of St. Mercurios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 


inscription: 9-M€-P || K-8-P-V’ 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


+ KCR^O'| ΓΡΗΓΟΡΙΩ | A'CAPQTO) | KSPKOV| oA ο 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Γριγορίῳ (πρω)έδρῳ τῷ Κουρκούᾳ 
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493. Θεόδωρος Αμασειάνος πρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 47. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 (20) 3 mm, W. 10.81 g. Good imprint 
and well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. ΜΥΙΗΜΟΒ. Meuarn, Ne 37, Jordanov, Family Names, no. 33. 
Parallels: Konstantopulos, no. 483d; Stavrakos, no. 12 and an unpublished specimen from Fogg A. M. 
collection , no. 255. All they were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne holding a medallion of Christ before her 
breast. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
OKC€R'O'| CECOAWP | IIPOCAPO) |TWAMAC | IAN. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδώρῳ προέδρῳ τῷ Αμασιάν[ῳ] 


494. Θεόδωρος Φραγγοπούλος πρόεδρος (second half, XI c.) 


Private collection (S. Bilik, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-24 (17) 2.5 mm. W. 4.056 g. Incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. buank, ῬάΜΗΠΗΗ numena, Νο 18; Jordanov, Family Names, 737. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: ..... || O-AO-P' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-KCR'O'| OCOAOPO | ΑἘΔΡΩ ΙΤΟΦΡΑ. | ..- 
*K(opue β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδόρο(προ)έδρῳ το Φρα[γοπούλῳ] 


495. Θεοχάριστος πρόεδρος (late XI c.) 


Private collection (P. Vatkov from Burgas). Find-spot: Pomorie (Anchialos). D. 15-16 mm. Good imprint and 
good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. | 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bustof St. George holding a martyr's cross (r. hand). Vertical inscription in two columns: 
Θ-ΓΕ-(9 || P-FT-OC 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KCROH| OEIOEW. | APIVOITPO | EAPO 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει Θεω[χ]αρίστο προέδρο 


496, Ἰωάννης Φασουλᾶς πρόεδρος (last quarter of the XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 1930. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain. D.18-19 (17.5) 2 mm.W. 3.73 g. Incomplete and dented imprint with damaged letters which 
renders the reading difficult. 
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Unpublished. 


Oby. St. Demetrios ? standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), l. hand on a round shield, 
resting on the ground. Vertical inscription: ..H.. || .—T-P-I-O-C [Ὁ &(y10<) 
Δ]η[μή]τριος 

Rev. Inscription of four or five lines: 

A |.... |- .€APON | ΦΑΟΟΝ | AAN’IG) 
Ines .] (προ)έδρον Φασουλᾶν Ἰω(άννην) 


A seal preserved in the collection of the Archaeological Museum, Sofia, probably 
belonged to the same person where he is βέστης καὶ μυστικὸς (see no.741 here). This seal 
reflects an earlier stage in the career of John Phasoulas. He is unknown from narrative sources. 
An anonymous representative of this family with the position of asekritis is mentioned in 
Psellos, Oratoria minora, 47.3 (Jeffreys attributes it to the period after 1050s). It is an open 
question whether it concerns our case. I am ignorant of other representatives of this family. 
For the later period, see PLP. no. 29655. 


497. Κωνσταντῖνος Κατακαλών πρόεδρος (third quarter of the XI c.) 


RHM-Sliven. Find-spot: fortress near the town of Sliven. D. 22-23 mm Complete imprint in a good state of 
preservation. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Three-quarter length figure of the Virgin standing holding Christ at 1. Sigla: MP || Θν 
Κον. Inscription of seven lines: 

+ @KERO | ΗΘΕΙ͂ΚΩΝ | ΠΡΟΕΔΡΟΤΟ | ΚΑΤΑΚΑ | A 

--O(soxó)ke βοήθε Κων(σταντίνῳ) προέδρο το Κατακαλ(ών) 


Above all, the family name should be ascertained: Κατακαλών or Κατάκαλος. The 
way it is inscribed on our seal furnishes us with no certitude. For this reason we should 
provide data from seals containing both names. 

a) Κωνσταντῖνος Κατάκαλος, σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος, χαρτουλάριος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης 
Ῥοδαντοῦ (McGeer, Nesbitt, Oikonomides, DOS, 4, πο. 46.1). 

b) Κωνσταντῖνος Κατακαλών, βέστης, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ Αἰγαίου 
Πελάγους, according to an unpublished bulla in Zacos collection, III, no 1604: 

Obv. + KCROJGCIKON|RCCTKPI|THEIIITSI[IIIOAPO| -M- 

Rev. |ΚΑΙΤΘΙΑΓΙΔΙΟΥΙΠΕΛΑΓΟΥΟΙΤΩΚΑΤΑΙΚΑΛΩΝ 

C) a private person, attested by there groups of seals: 

- an unpublished bulla in Zacos collection, III, no 1426. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans. 

Rev. «ΤΩΙΚΑΤΑΚΑΙΛΦΚΩΝΙ.ΟΚκε 

- an unpublished bulla in the collection DO. 55. 1. 4048. 

Obv. ΗΤΟΝΚΑΙΤΑΚΑΛΟΝΕΚ 

Rev. :KAK()N| ΟΦΤΕΡΙΡΝΟΝ 

- found in the area of Afyon (Turkey): 

Obv. Theotokos (standing, raising hands to hand of God at upper) sigla, with invocation at 
circ. 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
Μήτηρ Θεοῦ. 6 Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κωνσταντίνῳ τῷ Κατακαλῶν 
See: Bulgurlu-Ilashli, no. 25 (SBS, 8). It is the closest in its iconography to ours. 
Provided they all belonged to the same person, ours is the latest and containing the 
highest position. The dating of these seals is in the last third of the XIth c. This is perhaps 
the same Constantine Katakalon, who during Nikephoros Bryennios’ usurpation in 1078 
commanded the army of the Turkish contingent, on him see Bryennios, 271.16. 


498. Κωνσταντῖνος Σεναχηρείμ πρόεδρος (third quarter, XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-21 mm. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller than the 
dies. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 648. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection DO 55. 65. 2677. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her chest. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
"a L1 OKON Π.Ι. APOTO) | CENAX€ | PCIM 
[-Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ]ῳ Κων(σταντίν(ῳ) π[ροέ]δρῳ τῷ 
Σεναχηρείμ 


499. Κωνσταντῖνος Σεναχηρείμ (9) πρόεδρος (third quarter, XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-21 mm. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller than the 
dies. Mostly the patronym did not print. The proposed completion is only one possible variant. There are 
others as well. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 649. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Standing figure of a military saint, holding a spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KCR'O' | TOCWAS’ | KON TIPO | .APWTQ) ... AX. | .... 
-K(ópuse β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Κων(σταντίν(ῳ) προ[έ]δρῳ τῷ 
[Σεν]αχ[ερείμ] 


The presumption is that we are dealing with two bullae of one person with identical 
titles, struck in different boulloteria. 


500. Λέων Δούκας πρόεδρος (third quarter, XI c.) 


RHM-Pernik, no.353. Found in the stronghold near the town, square VI/281, depth 0.20-0.40 m on 143 July 
1968. D. 21-21(18) 5 mm. Good imprint in a good state of preservation. Superb relief on the obverse. The 
reverse is a bit effaced. 

Ed. FOpykosa, Περµηκ. I, 120-121, ra64. 11.6; Jordanov, F. Names, no.203. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of St. Niketas holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
ο @-NI-KH || T-A-C 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

* KCR'O'| ΛΕΟΝΤΙ | ΠΡΟΕΔΡῚ TO)ABK |- A - 

+ K(ópue β(οή)θίει) Λέοντι xpoéóp(o) τῷ Δούκᾳ 


501. Λέων N., πρόεδρος (last quarter of XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15093. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 89. Find-spot: the village 
of Fakija, Burgas region. D. 15-15.5 (15.5 ?) 3 mm. W. 3.32 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of 

preservation. The last line probably recording the patronym did not print. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 152. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. St. George standing facing, holding a spear (τ. hand) and resting his |. hand on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription on eider side: 9-I-€-O || P-I" : Ὁ ἁ(γιος) 
Γεόργ(ιος). 

Rev. Inscription of three or four lines: 


-+-| ΚΕΒΟΗΘΊ ΛΕΟΝΤΙ | A’EAPO | .. 
+ K(vpije βοήθ(ει) Λέοντι (προ)έδρο 


502-503. Μανουὴλ. Ζηαλαης (1070s-1080s) 


502. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14661. Found by a treasure-hunter with a metal detector in the stronghold near Dobri 
dol. D. 23-24 (20-22) 2.5 mm. Imprint incomplete. Parts of the dies did not print or are illegible. The 
patronym is the most difficult element to decipher. 

Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 15; Jordanov, F. Names, no.224. 


503. Private collection, same source as the preceding. D. 20-20 mm. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller 
than the die. The first line and the first two letters of the patronym did not print. 
Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, πο. 16; Jordanov, F£ Names, no.225. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: ....|| A-OP.. 


Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
a)... ...| . . OCAPBMA | . SHATOV| . HAAAH 
b) -COP...| ΠΡΟΕΔΡ. . . | NSHATOV | ZHAAAH 
ἙΣΦφρ[αγὶς] προέδρου Μανουὴλ. τοῦ Ζηαλαη 


νυ ο ο. LAER 


The reading remains uncertain due to the indistinct imprint. In his review Seibt (BZ, 
101, S. 821) proposes [Φρούρει] προέδρον Μανουὴλ. τὸν Ζηλλάν(ην), τὸν Ζηλβάν(ην) 
or tov Ζηλλάν(ον). Obviously we should wait for the appearance of another better preserved 
specimen. 


ο. 
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504. Μιχαήλ N., πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-19 mm. Incomplete imprint. Blank smaller than dies. Mostly the 
patronym did not print. 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Traces ofa 
vertical inscription in two columns: .....|| ΓΕ-Ρ-Γ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
FPPAO|COPATI|MIXAHA | IIPOCAP | TON. | .... 
ΕΓραφ(ὰς) σφραγὶς) Μιχαὴλ. προέδρ(ου) τῷ ...... 


505. Μιχαὴλ Λιπαρίτης πρόεδρος (10705-10805) 


RHM-Burgas, no. A-144. Purchased from Pomorie. D.17-17 (over 17) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, since the 
blank was smaller than the size of the dies. The bulla itself is in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Auxuaio, Ne 10; Jordanov, & Names, no. 401. 
Parallels: Further two specimens struck in the same boulloterion as ours are preserved in the collections of 
the Athens Numismatic Museum (Konstantopulos, no 1091) and Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 55. 1. 4023). 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
-NI-KO || A-A-OC 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
NA |.ICA'CAP|. ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | AITIAPIT 
[Σφραγ]ὶς (xpo)é6p(ov) Μιχαὴλ Λιπαρίτ(ου) 


506. Μουσέλιος Πακουριάνης πρόεδρος (10705-10805) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia . no. 25494. Find-spot: uncertain. Purchased through the General Department 
of Archives at the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Bulgaria. D. 21-23 (over 21) 3 mm. The blank 
was smaller than the diameter of the dies; as a result, parts of the depiction and inscription are out of the 
blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 536 
Parallels: Another specimen from the same boulloterion is preserved in the Seyrig collection, no. 51 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne. She holds a medallion of the Christ Child 
before her chest. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἜΤ | TOCO... | MSC€A.. | ΠΡΟΕΔΡ. | TOTIAKS | . ANO 
[-Θ(εοτό)κε β(οήγϑ(ευ] τῷ σῷ [δούλ(ῳ) Μουσελ[ίῳ] προέδρ[ῳ] τῷ 
Πακου[ρι]άνο 


507. Πολύευκτος πρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 
Private collection (Al. Peikov from Veliko Turnovo). Find-spot: Silistra ? D.14-17 (14) 3 mm. Incomplete 
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imprint, slightly off center, presumably due to looseness of the boulloterion. Bulla in a good state of 
preservation. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on her l. arm. Sigla: .|| ©. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΠΟΑΝ |. VKTON | .CAPON |.ΑΡΘΕΝ | ΟΚΕΠ. 
[:-ΠΠολύ[εΊυκτον [(προ)]έδρον [Π]άρθεν(ε) σκέπ[ε] 


There is no sufficient data for identification with a personage from the narrative 
sources. 

Three groups of seals bearing the name of Polyeuktos were found from the territory of 
Bulgaria. In addition to them, which not only bear the same name and iconographic subject, 
but also provide continuity in the titulature, there is a fourth group having belonged perhaps 
to the same individual as μάγιστρος κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου καὶ πραίτωρι τοῦ Ὀψικίου (see 
Seibt-Zarnitz, no. 2.2.8). 

These four groups of seals outline the following cursus honorum that developed in the 
third quarter of the XIth c.: 

a) βέστης; 

b) μάγιστρος; 

c) μάγιστρος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ πραίτωρι τοῦ Ὀψικίου; 
d) πρόεδρος; 


508. Προκόπιος πρόεδρος (third quarter, ΧΙ ς.) 


Private collection (S. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-20 (7) 3 mm. W. 6.256. Good imprint and 
bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-A-H || M-T’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
+ ΚΕΝ Θ᾽ .WCWA’| TIPOKO | ΠΙΟΠΡΟ | EAP’? 
+ K(ópue β(οή)θίει) [τ]ῷ cà δ(ούλῳ) Προκοπίο προέδρ(ῳ) 


r) πρωτοβέστης 


A new rank occupying the place between βέστης and βεστάρχης or between 
βεστάρχης and μάγιστρος. It was attested in written sources around 1060s. It derives 
from the office of βέστης, established by Nikephoros II (963-969) and is connected with 
the emperor's private wardrobe. In the taktikon of Escurial, it occupies the third position 
among the offices intended for eunuchs. It has an evolutionary development similar to the 
other effective offices and becomes a honorific title, which naturally leads to the appearance 
of protovestes. Its last mention in written sources is from the early XIIth c. 
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Lit. Ebersolt, Vestiarium, 87-88; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 294; Seibt, Bleisiegel. 286- 
287) 


509-513. Βασίλεος Γλαβᾶς πρωτοβέστης (1060s-1070s) 


500. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18058. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-26 (21) 4 
mm. W. 14.45 g. Once a good imprint, now damaged. The depiction and image were cut through with a 
sharp object. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Hpecaae, Ne 83; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 136. 


510. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24549. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-24 (21) 5 
mm. W. 15.6 g. Low-quality imprint. Half of the depiction and inscription was not printed. The blank 
itself was of low quality and irregular shape. 

Ed. VopaanoB, Πρόστας, Ne 84; Jordanov, F Names, no. 137. 


511. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24555. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-28 (?) 4 
mm. W, 16.10 g. Good imprint; what is most characteristic is that it was struck over a bulla of the same 
dignitary but with the title πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος. 

Ed. Mopaauos, /7pec1ae, Ne 85; Jordanov, E Names, no. 138. 
512. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 256. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 28-29 (?) 4 mm. 


W. 17.6 g. its most characteristic feature is the lacking of almost any traces of the depiction and lettering. 
The reason and instrument for their obliteration is hard to explain, as well as whether they were printed 
at all. 

Ed. Wopaanos, ITpecazae, Ne 86; Jordanov, F Names, no. 139. 


513. RHM Shumen, no.1208. Find-spot: Pliska . A fragment smaller than a half. D. 14-28 mm. W. 6.16 g. Once 
à good imprint. 
Ed. Wopaauos, [Iaucka, Νο 7; Jordanov, E Names, no. 140; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 157. 
The five bullae come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globus surmounted by a cross (1. 
hand). Sigla on either side: M - X. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
-.- |+ APXI | CTPATIVE | ROHO'RACI | ACIQIIPOT'| ΚΕΣΤΗΤΩ | ΓΛΑΚΑ 
+ ᾿Αρχιστράτηγε βοήθ(ει) Βασιλείῳ πρωτ(ο)βέστῃ τῷ Γλαβᾶ 


s) πρωτοβεστίτωρ 


A derivative of βεστίτωρ. In the VIth c., βεστίτωρες were included in a school 
affiliated to the sacra vestes. In the [X c., it was a palace office for a person who helped the 
emperor while dressing and undressing. It gradually transformed into a title of a not very 
high rank. In our case, it most probably refers to a title of a dignitary affiliated to the given 
school with positions of the later protospatharios. 

Lit. Ebersolt, Vestiarium, p.83; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 296, n. 50-51; Seibt, B/eisiegel. 
236-237) 


514. Αὐγούστινος πρωτοβεστίτωρ (VIII c.) 
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National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 32703. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-26.9 (23) 3.5 mm. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
+|@€OT|WKEBO | HOH| + 

Kev. Inscription of five lines: 
AVTOV | CTHN() | B’A’BEC | THTO | PH 
Ἔθεοτώκε βοήθη Αὐγουστήνῳ (πρωτο)βεστήτορῃ 





t) πρωτοκουροπαλάτης 


A derivative of κουροπαλάτης. | 


815-516 Χριστοφόρος Βασπρακανίτης πρωτοκυοροπαλάτης (late XI c.) 


515. Private collection (St. Bilik, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-18 (15) 2.5 mm. W. 6.04 g. Incomplete 
imprint, but a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. bunk, DamunHu umena, N 19; Jordanov, F Names, no. 72. 
No parallels known. 


516. Historical Museum, Nova Zagora. Basic Stock no. 921- Settlement Mound, Diadovo. Found in the course - 
of regular archaeological excavations of the medieval settlement above the Diadovo mound in 1999. 
1), 15-19 (15) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, slightly off center, and a bulla in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 73. 
No parallels known. 


(by. St. Christophoros standing, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand set on a shield resting on 
the ground. Vertical inscription: 9-X-PI-CT-O || ®.-PO-C 

Kev. Inscription of six lines: 
a). KCR'O'| PICTO®’| KOPOIIA | AATHTOR | .CIIPAKA | NITH 
b).. €R'G'| PICTO®’| KOPOII. |. ATHTOR |.. IIPAKA|. ΤΗ 
[+] Kópie β(οή)θίει) [Χ]ριστοφ(όρῳ) [(πρωτο)]κοροπαλάτῃ το 
Β[ασ]πρακανίτῃ 


u) πρωτονοβελίσσιµος 


A derivative of νοβελίσσιµος, an epithet to the title ceasar already from the time 
of Constantine I the Great (306-336). It is of a high rank and sacred. Until the XIth c., it 
was reserved only for the members of the imperial family. In the taktikon of Philotheos 
of 899, it is noted that its insignia is a purple chiton ornamented with gold and that an 
individual was honored with this rank by the emperor in person in the church of the Savior 
(sec Oikonomides, Lsites. 96-97). 

The first violation ofthe canon is attested in 1042, when Michael V (1041-1042) honored 
his uncle, the eunuch Constantine, with the rank nobelissimos. An exception also is perhaps 
Alexios Komnenos, the future emperor, honored with it already in 1078 by Nikephoros 
II (1078-1081) for his military successes. In the early years of his reign, Alexios I (1081- 
1118), for his part, introduced many of his generals into the rank of nobelissimoi, thus it 
naturally developed into protonobelissimos (Bury, System, 35-36; Délger, Diplomatik, 26- 
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33; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 292). 

There are certain differences among investigators regarding the earliest mention of the 
title protonobelissimos. The name of Theodore Dalassenos as protonobelissimos is reported 
in a note dated to the reign of empress Eudokia (1067). According to the author of the 
prosopographic research on the Dalassenoi, some kind of mistake must have occurred and 
the information applies perhaps to another Theodore Dalassenos who lived in the XIIth c. 
and held the same title (Cheynet, Dalassenoi, no 11). 

Itis a title ofa high rank during and after the reign of Alexios I Komnenos, but compared 
with the new ones introduced by this emperor, it is of a second rate (according to Kazhdan’s 
classification, Coy., cocmae, 109-110). 

It was most common in the second half of the XIIth c. as attested on documents from 
that period. 


517. ᾽Αλέξιος Σιαούς πρωτονοβελίσσιμµος (1090s) 


Archaeological Museum, Sozopol. No specific information on its find-spot, but within the town’s boundaries. 
D. 27-29 (22) 2-3 mm. Well-centered and complete imprint. The obverse has a remarkably good high 
relief. Its overall appearance attests to a work of an experienced engraver. 

Ed. Jordanov, F Names, πο. 650. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: .. || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
l -+ - | OKCR'O'| AACZIO) | NOREA | CIMOTO | CIA8C: 

ἜθΘ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ευ ᾽Αλεξίῳ (πρωτο)νωβελλ(ι)σίμῳ τῷ Σιαούς 


518-519. Γεώργιος Παλαιολόγος πρωτονωβελίσσιµος (1090s). 


518. RHM-Pernik, no.934. Found in the course of excavations in the fortress near the town in square IX/9] 
at a depth of 0.40-0.60 m on 15* July 1977. D. 21-21 (over 21) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint both due to 
the smaller blank and the loosened boulloterion. The image and inscription on the reverse are slightly 
effaced. 

Ed. tOpyxosa, Περμηκ, 129-123, ra61. {1.7; ltopnanos, IHepunk, Ne 2; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 543. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear in his r. hand in front of his chest and a shield (1. 
hand). The plates of his armor clearly visible. Vertical inscription: 9-I'€-()-P || ..... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
..Q).TIO. | POTONOR. | HCHMONT. | ΠΑΛΕΟΛΟ | TON 
[Γε]ώ[ρ]γιο[ν π]ροτονοβ[ελ]ήσημον τ[ὀ(ν)] Παλαιολόγον 


519. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: unknown. D. 18-19 (19.5 ?) 3 mm. W. 5.8 g. 
Incomplete imprint. The first line of the text is out of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 544. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Α-ΓΙ-Ο-Γ || -ΦΡ-ΓΙ-...... 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
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e ΙΓΕΩΡΓΙ.| NOREA. | CIMOTO) | ΠΑΛΕΟΛ | -TO 
[-K(ópu)e β(οή)θίει)] Γεωργί[ῳ] (πρωτο)νοβελ[ι]σίμῳ τῷ Παλαιολ(ό)γῳ 


520. Γεώργιος Παλαιολόγος πρωτονωβελίσσιμος (late XI c.). 


Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: the village of Fakia, disctrict of Burgas. D. 18-19 mm. 
Incomplete imprint but a well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 545. ᾿ 
Parallels: An unpublished specimen from DO. 58. 106. 3131. 


Obv. Between two borders of dots, the inscription: ..... HO€ITE.. 
In center, bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her chest. Sigla: 
M || ©. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
m | NOR€AI | ΟΙΜΩΤΩ | TAAAL ΛΟΓΩ 
[-O(soxó)ke β]οήθει Γε[ωργ(ίῳ) πρωτο]νωτβελισίμῳ τῷ Παλαιολόγῳ 


520A-B. Ῥουπένιος Θεόδωρος πρωτονωβελλίσιμος (late XI c.) 


a. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17007. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 21-22.5 (18) 
2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. Some letters were not printed perhaps due to looseness of the dies in the 
boulloterion 
Ed. lopnanos, ΠΡΕςΠΒΒ, Ne 546; Jordanov, F. Names, πο. 601. 


b. Historical Museum, Dobrich. Find-spot: Silistra. D.22-23 mm. Incomplete imprint as above, but in a poor 
state of preservation. Broken in two, with fragments missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 602. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Equal-arm cross occupying the whle field. In the quarters: ΟΦΡ- l'IC||] .ON’ - RA. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: + ΘΕΟ | AOPSTS8 | POVII 
+ Σφρ(α)γὶς [(πρωτ)]ον(ω)β(ε)λ(ι)[σ(ίμου) Θεοδόρου τοῦ Ρουπ(ενοῦ) 


521. Λέων Καζάνης πρωτονοβελίσσιμος (XII c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, πο. 1278, purchased from Silistra. D. 21-22.5 (over 21) 3.5 mm. W. 6.98 g. Incomplete imprint 
since the blank was smaller than or equal to the size of the dies. The centering wás likewise imperfect. 
The bulla itself is in a very good state of preservation. 
Ed. ορπαηοβ, Cunuctpa, IV, Ne 12; Jordanov, F. Names, πο. 246. 
Parallels: Two bullae struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the collections of the Hermitage 
(M-8927, see JIuxauen, bozowamepu, 141-142, puc.327; Hlaunposckas, Uccxycrso, Il, c. 142, Νο 
778) and Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 58. 106. 3202, unpublished). 


Obv. The Crucifixion. Christ crucified on the martyr's cross. Below him, the Virgin (at |.) 
and St. John (at r.). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
COPATIC | ACONTOCA'| NWREAAIC | M8T8K . | ZANH 


205 








Σφραγὶς Λέοντος (πρωτο)νωβελλισ(ῦμου τοῦ Κ[α]ζάνη 


521A. Μιχαὴλ Αμάστριδος πρωτονωβελίσσιµος (XI-XII c.) 


In a private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-19 (16) 3 mm. W. 5.60 g. Well- 
centered, but incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 32. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans without a medallion. Sigla: M ||. : Μ(ήτηρ) [Θ(εοῦ)]. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

. KER'O'| IXAHA| ....CAI | .MWTONA | .ACTPH |.. 

[-]K(ópuUs β(οή)θ(ει) [Μ]ιχαὴλ [(πρωτο)νοβ]ελι[σί]μῳ τὸν Α[μ]αστρή[δι] 


522-523. Μιχαὴλ Δύλῶονα πρωτονωβελίσσιµος (XI-XII c.) 


522. Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov, Elkhovo). Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa. D. 
16-17 mm. Despite the small blank, almost all the letters were struck up, except for some from the last 
two lines. Specimen in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no.38; Jordanov, F Names, no. 70. 


523. Private collection (Ivan Yotov, Yambol). Find-spot: stronghold near the village of Melnitsa. D.19-19 mm. 
Poorly damaged specimen which might have been an incomplete imprint. From the available letters we 
may surmise that the seal belonged to the same dignitary Michael Avlonas. 

Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 71. 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: .. || GV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

a) +} MIXAHA| A'NORCAH | CIM'TON.|. AONA 

b)+ ..XAH.| . . URCAIT]| .. . ... Sans p 

+ Μιχαὴλ. (xpoto)vopeAnotu(o) τὸν [Αὐ]λονα 


524-525. Τατοῦλης Πακουριανὸς πρωτονωβελλίσιμος ὁ ἄρχων τῶν ἀρχόντον 
(εα 1100) 


524. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 6039. Formerly in the collection of V. Stankov from Batak, πο. 39. 
Found by a treasure-hunter in the vicinity of Plovdiv at the road fork to the village of Markovo. D. 26-27 
(23) 3 mm. Once a complete good imprint. Currently erased in the lower part. 
Ed. Ίορπαηοβ, Ho6enucumn , Ne 12, 118-119; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 536 
Parallels: Cheynet, Zacos, III, no. 129. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing, holding a spear (r. hand), |. hand set on a shield resting on the 
ground. Vertical inscription visible at l. and r.: ..-O€-.|| AQ-P-O-C : [Ὁ &(yvog)] 
Θε[ό]δωρος 

Κον. Inscription of seven lines: 
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+ KCR'O'| ΤΑΤΒΛΗΑ᾽ | N8SREAICIMS | APXONT'TON | APXONTON | TO.. 
KS8P |... (0 

ΕΚ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) Τατοῦλῃ (πρωτο)νουβελισίμ(ῳ) ἄρχοντ(ι) τῶν ἀρχόντων 
τῷ Π[ακ]ουρ[ιαν]ῷ 


525. RHM-Shumen, πο. 15503. Formerly in the collection of V. Stankov from Batak, πο. 227.Find-spot: village 
of Batkun region of Pazardzhik. D. 25.5-27 (22) 3 mm. W. 12. 70. Complete imprint in a good sate of 
preservation. 

Unpublished. ` 


Oby. St. Theodore standing as above. Vertical inscription visible at |. and τ: 
..-9€-.| AQ-P-O-C : [Ὁ &(y10¢)] Θε[ό]δωρος 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
TATSAHC | A'NORE€AICIM' | APXQT(ONAP | ΧΟΝΤΩΝΟΠΑ | 
KOVPIANO’ | - * - 
Τατοῦλης (πρωτο)νωβελλίσιμ(ος) [ὁ] ἄρχω(ν) τῶν ἀρχόντων ὁ Πακουριανὸ(ς) 


The second specimen was struck in a boulloterion unknown to date. The fact that both 
specimens were found in the region of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik relates them to a common 
addressee here. It may have been the monastery founded by Gregory Bakourianos? 


526. N., πρωτονῶβελισσιµος (XI-XII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 27. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-28.5 mm, W. 12.98 g. Good imprint. One 
third missing. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels know 


Obv. St. John the Baptist standing. In the field, inscription of horizontal lines: 
©- [ΘΟ - RAPO - MOC. It seems that another standing figure was represented in the 
missing part. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
K.. | .AQPA' |. Q.CAICIM' |..CTOMHP | NOV 


The missing letters render the overall reading impossible. From the preserved text, it 
can be assumed that it applies to an unknown protonobelissimos or nobelissimos. 


v) πρωτονωβελισσιμοὐπέρτατος 


A rank title obtained by the combination of πρωτονωβελίσσιμος and ὑπέρτατος 
recorded in the documentary sources between 1156 and 1206. It is definitely higher than 
protonobelissimos and is a result of the fashion in the last quarter of the XIIth c. of adding 
the epithet ὑπέρτατος meaning ‘higher, prime, superior in rank’ to some higher titles 
Lit.Dólger, Diplomatik, 32; Seibt, Bleisiegel, 296-297. 


527. Κωνσταντῖνος Μανιάκης πρωτονωβελισσιμοὐπέρτατος (second half, XII c.) 
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Private collection. It was presented to me for documentation by Emil Kosev (Shumen) on 30" April 1989. 
The information is that it originates from the region of Topolovgrad, which would point to the village 
of Melnitsa. D. 33-35 mm. The strike is not centered and the imprint is weak. Parts of the die were not 
imprinted, probably because of a defect in the boulloterion. This renders its entire reading problematic. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 35; Jordanov, F Names, no.422a. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
+CIAHPO | ΕΚΤΥΠΩΝ.. | KACICMOAV | ..NTOV | ..IAK8 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
- TONFPAO(ON | KONV'ANTINS | ΥΠΕΡΤΑΤΕΔΕ | TIPWTON... | AICIMO. 
+ Σιδήρ(ον) ἐκ τύπων [ἢ] κλεὶς μολυ[βδί]ν(η) τοῦ [Μαν]ιάκου 

τῶν γραφῶν Κωνσταντίνου ὑπερτάτου δέ πρωτον[ωβελ]λισίμο[υ] 


W) πρωτοπρόεδρος 
528. Μαρίας Δαλασσινὴ πρωτοπροεδρίσσα (second half, XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14820. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain, generally 
from Southern Bulgaria. D. 24-25 (20) 4 mm. W. 8.72 g. Once a superb imprint, of which now two 
portions are cut. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 155. 

Parallels: Further three specimens are known preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 58. 106. 
1136 and 55. 1. 4546) and in Zacos Collection, III. They were struck in the same boulloterion as ours. 
On them, see Cheynet, Dalassenoi, 100-101, no.18. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her breast. Sigla: M || © : Μ(ήτηρ) 
Θ(εοῦ). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+@OKER’O’ | APIAAt | ..O€APIC | . AAA. | CINH 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) [Μ]αρίᾳ (πρω)τ(ο)[πρ]οεδρίσ(σα) [τῇ] Δαλ[α]σ(σ)ίνῃ 


Other two specimens, on which only the name Maria Dalassena is written out, are 
preserved in the collections: Shaw 1288 (no. 1120) and DO. 55. 1. 4545 (on them, see 
Cheynet, Dalassenoi, 100-101, no. 18). 

Maria is unknown among the XIth-century representatives of the Dalassenoi. 


528A. Εὐστάθιος Κατακυνος (2) πρωτοπρόεδρος (last quarter, XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-22 (17) 3 mm. W. 6.50 g. Good 
imprint. Struck with a sharp object on the obverse, which has pressed the last letters on lines 5 and 6 of 
the reverse. This renders the deciphering of the patronym difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 306. 
No parallels known 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), his |. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription: Θ-Γ-Ε || ()-P-I" : Ὁ ἀίγιος) Γεώργ(ιος). 
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Rev. Inscription in six lines: 
+ KCR'G'| EVCTAOI | ΠΡΩΤΟ |ΠΡΟΕΔΡΩ | TOKATA | KV.. 
+ K(vpve β(οή)θ(ει) Εὐσταθτίῳ πρωτοπροέδρῳ τῷ Κατακυ[νῷ] 


529-536. Θεόδωρος Δοβρομιρός πρωτοπρόεδρος (1070s-1080s) 


529. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18565. Find-spot: Strategy of Preslav. D. 16-17 (15 7) 4 mm. 
W. 4.60 g. Incomplete imprint, due to slipping of the blank in the boulloterion. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Νο 87; Jordanov, E Names, no. 176. 


530. RHM-Shumen, no. 14 203. Purchased from N. Georgiev and originating probably from the same find- 
spot. D. 15-16 (15 ?) 3.5 mm. W. 5.40 g. Incomplete imprint, since the blank was smaller in diameter 
than the dies. 

Ed. Ηορπαμοβ, ITIpecnae, Ne 88; Jordanov, E Names, πο. 177; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 154. 


Un 
ο” 
μάς 


. Private collection in the town of Pernik. Find-spot: uncertain, probably comes from Preslav. D.19-19 mm. 
W. 6.60 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 179. 


532. RHM-Shumen, no. 14827. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav ! D. 
15-16 mm. W. 4.94 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, nos.178; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 155 


533. RHM- Shumen, no.15138. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 134. Find-spot: 
Stronghold near Melnitsa, Elkhovo region. D. 15-16.5 (15) 4.5 mm. W. 5.22 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 156 


534. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D.14-16 mm. W. 5.30 g. Complete 
imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 180. 


535-36. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D.16-16 mm; 17-17 mm. Complete imprint in a good state of 
preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 181-182. 
The eight bullae were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Another unpublished specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the collection 
of the Hermitage (M-5780). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla on either side: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ OKER’O’ | ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟ | ΑΠΡΟΕΔΡΊ TWAORP| MIP’ 
Ἔθ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδώρο (πρωτο)προέδρ(ῳ) τῷ Δοβρ(ο)μιρ(ῷ) 


The bullae presented here (nos. 387-394) are from the same dignitary with his title of 
vestarches. 


537. Κωνσταντῖος Χοιροσφόκτης πρωτοπρόεδρος (1070s-1090s) 


Private collection (5. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: Southern Bulgaria, Plovdiv-Chirpan region. ? D. 18- 
19(16)3.5 mm. W. 8.055 g. Incomplete and poorly-preserved imprint, especially the obverse. 
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Ed. Buauk, ΦαΜΗπημ umena, Ne 8; Jordanov, E Names, no. 751. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
Mine |. CON . ONAA’ E | APO 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
TWXOI | POC@A | KTH 
[+K(dpr)e β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) [Κ]ων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)(προ)έδρῳ τῷ 
Χοιροσφάκτη. 


538. Μιχαὴλ Σολομῶν πρωτοπρόεδρος (late ΧΙ ς.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 25372. Find-spot: Sozopol. D. 14-25.5 (20-21?) 3 mm. Unclear imprint. 
The letters of the text are indistinct and presumably subsequently damaged. Half imprint, besides, in a 
poor state of preservation, corroded and mechanically damaged. All this renders the overall reading of the 
text extremely difficult. We have restored the missing letters following the specimen cited below. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 666. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Indistinct image of St. Michael? He holds an object resembling a globus cruciger. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

*K€.. | MIXA.. | ATP... | TOC... | QW... 

+K(dpre [β(οή)θ(ει)] Μιχα[ὴλ] (πρωτο)πρ[οέδ(ρῳ)] τῷ Σ[ολ(ο)μ]ῶ[ντι] 


539. Νικηφόρος Σαραντηνός πρωτοπρόεδρος (last third, XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Hisarya. Find-spot: generally the town. D. 25-26(21)? mm. Good imprint and a bulla 
in good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 643. 
Parallels: An unpublished specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Fogg, A. M. 
collection no. 1855. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), |. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: O-A-TT-O-S || AH-MI-TP-IO-C 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| ΚΕΕΟΗΘΊ NIKH®OP’| .ΠΡΟΕΔΡῚ TOOCAPAN | ΤΗΝΩ 
+ Κ(ύρυ]ε βοήθ(ει) Νικηφόρ(ῳ) [(πρωτο)]έδρ(ῳ) τῷ Σαραντηνῷ 


On the person of Nikephoros Sarantenos, his seals and the rest of the representatives of 
this family, see Jordanov, F. Names, nos. 587-589 


540. Νικόλαος Σινέσιος πρωτοπρόεδρος (third quarter, XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 28687 (from the former collection of Angel Borisov Kotsev). Find- 
spot: uncertain, generally southern Bulgaria. D. 15-17 mm. Incomplete imprint. The last line (rev.) is 
unclear, rendering the reading of the patronym uncertain. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 687. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-N-I || K-o-AA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KE.. | ΝΙΚΟΛ. | A'ACAP. | TOOCYNE | -CH- 
*K(ópue [β(οή)θίευ)] Νικολ[ά(φ)] (πρωτο)(προ)έδρ[φ] τῷ Συνεσή(φ) 


X) πρωτοσέβαστος 
A derivative of σεβαστός, see below. 
541. Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσέβαστος (1081-1105) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30075. Found at the top of the citadel near the village of Zlati Voyvoda, 
square 43, by treasure-hunters with a metal detector in 1993. D. 23-24 (21)3 mm. Good imprint and a 
well-preserved bulla, with the exception of the last line of the text. 

Ed. ορπαηοβ, Cesactu, Νο 38; Jordanov, F Names, no. 324. 

Parallels: From the same boulloterion as ours: in the Athens Numismatic Museum (see Schlumberger, 
Sig., p. 639, no.1; Konstantopulos, no. 499); in the auctions Münzentrum Koln, 31, no. 1390 and Muller- 
Sollingen, 73, 1993, no. 489; Fogg, A. M. no 581. From a different boulloterion: those published in 
Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2708 a-b. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), 1. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Vertical inscription: 9- ΓΕ || @-PTI-O’ 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ KER'G'| TWCWAB8A’| ΑΔΡΙΑΝΩΙ TIPOJTOCE || RATTOTO|| KOMNHN |.. 
--Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Αδριανῷ πρωτοσέβαστῷ τῷ Κομνη[νῷ] 


y) πρωτοσπαθάριος 


It derives from σπαθάριος and translated literally means the best, first of the spatharioi. 
It was attested as an office in ca. 692 and rather soon after that (already in the VIIIth c.) 
developed into a title. It was in use down to the XIth c. inclusive. It became obsolete in the 
late XIth and the early XIIth centuries. During various periods, it occupied different places 
in the rank lists, the tendency being of its gradual ousting. That refers mostly for the XIth c., 
when many new titles were introduced. 

It is found on the sphragistic monuments in the following variants: 

1) βπρωτοσπαθάριος or only πρωτοσπαθάριος. Certain chronological differences 
could also be observed with them. The latter variant prevailed in the XIth c. 

2) πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου is a rank higher than the ordinary 
πρωτοσπαθάριοι and is connected with their service in the renown Golden Room 
in the Palace. Hence, they were an honorary body of guards. 

3) πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν. Their title is connected with service in one 
of the palace rooms (see Janin, Cple Byz., p.115; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 299)] 

4) πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος, a combination which came into being in 1030s-1040s 
and occupied a position between protospatharios and patrikios. 
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5) πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου. on them see here 
5) πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῆς ἑταιρείας on them see here 

Lit. Bury, System. p. 27; Guilland, Rechercehes, U, 99-131; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
297, n. 55-57; Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 305. 


ya) β πρωτοσπαθάριος 


542. Βαάνης β πρωτοσπαθάριος (8405-8505) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia. no. 25315.Find-spot: on the sea coast in Sozopol. D. 29-31 (03 mm. 
Although the seal is almost completely preserved, the imprint is nevertheless not complete. The surface 
is damaged with corrosion. 

Ed. Mopaanos, οποίος Ne T. 
Parallels: Seibt. Bleisicgel. no. 166, struck with the same pair of dies. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PILLS ); in the quarters : T@)-C@) || A8- 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

+] RAANH [R'A'CTIA | OAPIQ | . +. 

ΕΘεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βαάνη βπρωτο)σπαθαρίῳ 


In the publications cited above, the owner of the seal affixed to the correspondence to 
Sozopolis can be identified with the Armenian Vahan. He is known from various narrative 
sources (for an abbreviated information on his life, see Guilland, Recherches, I, 180, 340- 
347). 

Βαάνης πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσητος also assisted at the synod of 861, when patriarch 
Ignatios was overthrown (see ΡΟ..105. 5178 (Vita Ignatii). 

During the turbulent events around the removal of the caesar Bardas, Vahan sided with 
the future Emperor Basil [ and retained his position of praipositos with the new emperor as 
well (see Vogt, Basile, 78.159-160, 218-22). 

At the synod of 869, when Photios in his turn was overthrown and Ignatios was 
reinstated as a patriarch, Vahan in his capacity as πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσητος voiced the 
emperor's will (see Mansi, XVI: 18D; 19DE; 27 BC; 34 AE;37 CD; 44 C; 54 B; 55E; 56 D; 
75 A: 97 E- 100B). 

There are two extant letters of Patriarch Photios addressed to Βαάνης πραιπόσητος 
καὶ πατρίκιος (see Photius, Epistule, no. 92.115). 

The following facts attest to his closeness with the imperial court: 

a) in 871. during the baptizing ceremony of the emperor's son and future patriarch Stephanos, 
he carried him on his arms from the church of Hagia Sophia to the Palace (see Leon 
Gramatikos, 254.8 f). 

b) in 872, during the emperor's absence from Constantinople, he was left in the capital to 
perform some of his duties (De Cer., L, App., p. 503). 

Several groups of seals associated with the person of Vahan are also known: 
a)in his capacity as ὕπατος καὶ νοτάριος τοῦ ββεστιάριου and when he sent his 

correspondence to Sozopolis (see no. 905 ). 

b) πατρίκιος, β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ὕπατος (Konstantopoulos, no. 577); 

c) πατρίκιος. πραιπόσητος καὶ BP σακελλάριος (Laurent, Corpus, H, no. 752); 

The data from narrative sources and sphragistic monuments allow to propose the 











following cursus honorum of Vahan: 

1. ὕπατος καὶ νοτάριος τοῦ ββεστιάριου (840s) 

3.β πρωτοσπαθάριος (8405-8505) 

3, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ oxotoc(850s-860s) 
4. πατρίκιος καὶ πραιπόσητος (8605-8705) 

5. πατρίκιος, πραιπόσητος καὶ β'σακελλάριος (870s) 

The ascertainment that at least two letters were received in Sozopolis in the early stage 
of Vahan’s career gives rise to the following questions. Who were they addressed to? If in the 
first case we can assume that it was connected with his official duties, was it so in the second 
case, when only his title was inscribed? 

No single answer is possible. In the first case, he is indeed reported with his position 
of notarios in the imperial private treasury, but that might be the way he represented 
himself in society. The same holds true for the second case too. Only his title of imperial 
protospatharios is indeed inscribed on his seal. However, besides being a title-bearer, he had 
certain duties in the court ceremony, and having in mind that he was a eunuch, in this case 
too, his correspondence may well be in connection with his service in the Palace. 


543, Βασίλειος Τζηντζιλύκης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 2383. Discovered by the well of the atrium in the Round Church 
in 193 8. D. 23-23 (20) 1.5 mm. W. 7.65 g. Well-centered imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. ΗΟΡΠΒΗΟΒ, ITpecnae, Ne 92; Jordanov, F Names, no. 712. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus cruciger (1. hand). Sigla: 
MII - XIA. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-. - |FRACI | AIOA'CIIA | OAP'T'TZHN | ΤΖΙΛΕΚ᾽|-.- 
ἜΒασιλίο (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) τῷ Τζηντζιλύκ(η) 


544. Γεώργιος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος (X- XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. 1-863. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 22-24.5(21) 19 mm. Well-centered, but incomplete imprint. 
Slightly corroded surface. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cunucrpa, IV, Ne 3 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Indeterminate bust of a beardless saint (St. George ?) holding a martyr's cross before 
him. No vertical inscriptions visible. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ T€OP | THOR’A’| CITAOA | PHM 
+Teopyno βπρωτο)σπαθαρήῳ 


545-545a. Γρηγόριος Κλιβανας πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


545. RHM-Shumen, no. 13581. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Plausible find-spot: 
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2) 3.5 mm. W. 5.29 g. Incomplete imprint and specimen 


un 


Preslav (Silistra is also possible). D. 15-15.6 (12. 
in ἃ poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 161 


545a. Private collection. It was showed to me by N. Nikolov, a teacher from Preslav, in the summer of 2006. 
The owner is a treasure hunter from Preslav. Plausible find-spot: Preslav. D. 20-23 mm. It is in a better 
state of preservation than the above and allows for an overall reading. 

Unpublished 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Ob». Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons up to the second arms. Remains of a 
circular inscription: + ....... δΛ᾽ 

Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
. .PH|. OP'. CHA | .AP'. KA .| RANA 
ἜΓΡΗ | FOP'A'CITA | .AP'TKA -| RANA 
[-K(ópus βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ]ούλ(ῳ) [Γ]ρη[γ]ορ(ίῳ) [(πρωτο)]σπα[θ]αρ(ίῳ) [τ(ῳ)] 
Κλῃ]βάνᾳ 


I do not know of such a family name. Its etymology should most probably be related 
to the term κλιβάνα. (attested in Theophanes Confessor, Chronographia, 397.26) or toa 
kind of defensive weapon κλιβάνια. For the origin and encounter in sources, see McGeer, 
E. Sowing the Dragon s teeth: Byzantine Warfare in the Tenth Century, Washington, 1995, 


p. 67. 


546. Εὐφύμιος β πρωτοσπαθάριος (X- XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Preslav or Silistra. D. 23-23 (12-18) 2.5 mm. 
Unsuccessful imprint. Part of the monogram and some letters did not print. Chipped in the upper half. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Circle of pellets within double border of dots. In center, cruciform invocative monogram; 
in the quarters : T)-CQ) || A.-AQ. 

Rev. Circle of pellets within double border of dots. In center, an inscription of four lines: 
+ €VoI | MHOR'A' | CIAO. | PHO 
ΣΘεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δ[ού]λῳ Εὐφιμήο B'(xpoto)oxo8oprno 


547. Θεόδωρος Κασταμονίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia ? I do not know of its current place of preservation. I have not had any access 
to the original. Found in the course of sounding excavations under the supervision of architect P. 
Karasimeonov near the brick wall of the Palace in Pliska in 1939. D.21-21( 20? ) 2 mm. The imprint is 
incomplete and the bulla itself is chipped around the circumference. 

Ed. Tepacumos, [inca Ne 6; VopaanoB, Ππμοκα, Ne 20; Jordanov, E Names, no.297. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from the base. The circular 


214 





inscription with the invocation is partially preserved. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟΔΩ | .A'CIIAO |. COKACT. | MONI 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) Θεοδώ[ρ(φ)] (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφῳ) [τ]ῷ Καστ[α]μονίτι 


548-552. Θεόδωρος Κλάδων πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


548. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.22912. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18.5-21.5 (over 
20) 3.1 mm. W. 9.05 g. Incomplete imprint, which rendered the reading of the text difficult. 
Ed. Mopnanos, /7pecaae, Ne 93; Jordanov, F Names, no. 314. 


549. RHM-Yambol, no. [1 5805. Passed on by an owner of a metal detector from the town in 1991. Find-spot: 
presumably the region. D. 23-26(?)3 mm. Also incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 315. 


550. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-22 mm. Also incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 316. 


551. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Found in the course of archaeological excavations in the fortress of 
the town of Silistra in 1990, no.1162. D. 20-21(?)3 mm. Also incomplete imprint, but allowing to accept 
the reading of the first two specimens with greater certainty. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 317. 


552. Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found in the course of excavations of the so-called Mostich’s Church 
supervised by Prof. K. Popkonstantinov in 2006. Its documentation is missing. 
Unpublished 
The five bullae were struck in different boulloteria or pairs of dies. It is clear however that they belong to 
one and the same person. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
@-N-I || K-O-A. Circular inscription within a border of dots: +K€..... TOCQA..... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: | 
a-c) 9€OAQ) | .A'CIIAO | TOKAA | AONI 
d) +©€. | AOP'A'CII | O'TOK.. | AWNH 
ἜΚ(ύρηε [βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Θεοδώρ(ῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) τῷ 
Κλάδονῃ . 


553-554. Θεόδωρος Τατούκας β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


553. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20793. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav.D. 27-28 (24) 2.5 
mm. W. 12.75 g. Superb imprint in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanob, Πρεσπαε Ne 94; Jordanov, F. Names, no.707. 


554. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17628. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav.D. 23-27 (24) 2 
mm. W. 5.50 g. Low-quality imprint, struck over another bulla with a text partially deciphered. 
Ed. WopaanoB, Πρεσπαθ Ne 95; Jordanov, F Names, no.708. 
The both specimens were struck in a same bulloterion 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Ten radial rays with a () at the center, each ray terminating with a letter. When joined 
together, they give the invocation: KCR'TOCOAAQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
|+ ΘΕΟ | AOPOR'A'| CIIAG'TOT'| OVKA 
«Κ(ύρυε β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ δ(ού)λῳ Θεοδώρο βἴπρωτο)σπαθί(αρίῳ) το 
Τ(ατ)ούκᾳ 


In his review, W. Seibt assumed the possibility of a variant reading of the family name 
as Τζούκᾳ, since there is a similar modern name (BZ, 101, 5.823 ). It is not impossible 
because after the letter T a small loop is visible which, provided it is not just a small air- 
pocket in the die, could be accepted as a ligature writing of T 4G. 


555. Ἰωάννης Ταρσίτης β πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17641. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22.5-25(20) 
2 mm. Well-centered imprint, but some letters did not print, rendering the reading of the patronym 


problematic. 
Ed. Ñopaanos, Ipecaae Ne 96; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 699. l | 
Parallels: Another specimen from the same boulloterion is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection 


(DO.55.1.3349). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her breast. No sigla visible. 
Remains of a circular inscription: + OK...A... 

Κεν Inscription of five lines: 
+ IOA | NNHR'A'| ΟΠΑΘΑ | P'OTTAP | ITH. 
-Θ(εοτό)κ[ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ] δ[ούλῳ] Ἰωάννῃ β(πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίφ) o 
Ταρ[σ]ίτη[ς] 


556. Κωνσταντινακος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (IX - X c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 28695. Find-spot: the region of Haskovo or Plovdiv. D. 25-27 (22) 4-5 
mm. Bulla in a good shape, but the imprint itself is off-centered. 
Unpublished. 
Parallel: Zacos, Seals, Ul, no. 197 struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. In each of the lower quarters, a six-rayed star. Circular 
inscription within double border of dots beginning at 12 o'clock: *.... TOCO | 
AOVAQ) + * * 

Rey. Inscription of four lines and tendril: 

+ KONC | TANTHNA| K'R'A'CIIAO | APIO 
*[ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει)] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κωνσταντηνάκ(ῳ) βίπρωτο)σπαθαριῳ 


The name Constantinakos, according to some investigators, is a diminutive form of 
Constantine, but since it is inscribed on the seal, the owner identified himself through it and 


not through the name Constantine. l 
The dating of the present seal is generally to the late IXth and the early Xth centuries. 
Seals of Constantinakos, imperial deacon and skevophilax, dated in the IXth c. are known in 
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the literature (Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1108; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 1798). 

It is hard to assume that he and the owner of our seal is one and the same person. In the 
one case, we have a cleric and in the other, a secular person. 

Byzantine chronicles report that during the Bulgarian-Byzantine war in 893/894, the 
quaestor Constantinakos was sent to Symeon to conduct the negotiations (Leo Gramaticus, 
268, 2-4; Scylitzes, Wortely, p. 98; for the chronology and events, see boxnaoB, Cumeou 
Benuxku, c. 90). 

The coincidence of names and time brings forward the following question: is it possible 
to identify the owner of the present seals with the envoy to Symeon from 893/894? 

Seals of Constantine, imperial protospatharios and quaestor dated to the early Xth c. 
are known in the literature. Their publisher (Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 1103) assumes that it 
is the same Constantinakos mentioned above, putting forward the argument that this is the 
diminutive of Constantine. I have paid attention to this proposition above. Since this envoy 
was known to the chroniclers as Constantinakos, this name should likewise be inscribed on 
his seals. 

From the two groups of seals of a cleric and protospatharios presented above, the 
protospatharios is more likely to be identified with the envoy to Symeon. The office of the 
quaestor involves administering the law, editing the emperor's novels, etc. and is secular (see 
Oikonomides, Listes, 321-322; Guilland, Le questeur, 78-104; Laurent, Corpus, IL, 605- 
606). 


557. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum Sofia, no. 185. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 23-25 mm. Incomplete imprint. The first line 
remained out of the blank. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist holding a cross over his |. shoulder. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
Led | TOCO.. | KONA'CIT | ΘΑΡΙΩ 
[-Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ σφ[δούλῳ] Κων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρίῳ 


558. Κωνσταντῖνος N., πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Private collection (A. Hadgikostov from Stara Zagora). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-20 mm. The obverse is 
in a poor state of preservation and one has the wrong impression that the representation is of a military 
saint with a spear and a shield. The imprint on the reverse is complete, but the last line is indistinct, thus 
rendering the reading of the patronym difficult. If I accept literally what is visible: TO HATA, TO HAZA 
or TO HATA, I cannot associate it with any familiar patronym. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+| KCR'O'| KONA'| ΟΠΑΘΑΡΙ | TOHA.. 

-Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρί(φ) το Ἠα[....] 
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559-560. Λέων β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος- πατρίκιος (X c.) 


559, RHM-Shumen, no. 14683. Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: the 
kommerkia of Develtos. D. 23-24 (20)2 mm. W. 6.6 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. lopaanos, IleBenr-Addenda. no. 4; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 158. 


560. RHM-Shumen, no. 14684. Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: 
the kommerkia of Develtos .D. 23-24 (20)2.5 mm. W. 7.9 g. Incomplete imprint. The first line of the 
inscription remained out of the blank. Bulla in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Jlesent-Addenda. πο. 5; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 159. 
The two specimens were struck in a same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Traces of a circular inscription: ...... 
OEITWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) + ΛΕΩ | NTOCTOV | ΠΑ. [R'ACIIAO . |... 
DE s 3 ans τος LION ΠΑΝΕΥΦΙΜ | RACITAOA’| ΠΑΤΡ. | KHO 
+ Λέοντος τοῦ πανεὐφιμ(ίου) β(πρωτο)σπαθα(ρίῳ) πατρ[ι]κήῳ 


561. Λέων ᾿Αγιοαποστολίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15114. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak. Find-spot: Melnitsa, Elkhovo 
region. D. 22-22 (20) 3 mm. W. 6.54 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 162. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ ΛΟΓΟ | COPATI | ZOOTOVA'| ΟΠΑΘΑ | ΡΙΟΥ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΛΕΟΝ | TOCOHMI | TBATIOA | IITOCTO | AITOV 
t Aóyova σφραγίζω τοῦ πρωτοσπαθαρίου Λέοντος φημι τοῦ 
᾽Αγιοαποστολίτου 


562-564. Μανουὴλ β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (X - XI c.) 


$62. Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 27-27 (17) 3.2 mm. Bulla in a 
good state of preservation. Punctured in the lower half. Imprint of a good quality but made over another 
bulla. 

Unpublished. 


wn 
D 
Ua 


. Private collection (Nikolai Nikolov from Razgrad). Offered for purchase at the Historical Museum, 
Shumen. The seller claimed that the bulla had been found in the stronghold near the village of Tsar Asen, 
Silistra region. D. 21-21 (17.3) 2.5 mm, 5.62 g. Complete imprint in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 164 


364. Private collection from Stara Zagora. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-23 (17) 3 mm. Complete imprint in an 
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excellent state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I. 30); in the quarters : TQ)-CO) || A8-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

* MANO | HAR'A'C| ΠΑΘΑΙ| PHO 

*Osoxóke βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Μανο(υ)ὴλ β(πρωτο)σπαθαρήφ 


565. Μιχαὴλ Ἐξαμιλίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Private collection. Offered for purchase at the National Historical Museum, Sofia, through the police. D. 20-24 
mm. Incomplete imprint which makes the overall reading difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 214. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ before her. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

MIXAH. | A'CIIAO'. | EZAMI | AITHC 

Μιχαὴ[λ] (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) [ὁ]Ἐξαμιλίτης 


566. Νικήτας or Νικηφόρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nessebar, πο. 1957. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain.D. 13-25 (20) 2.5 mm, W. 4.41 g. Half of an incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of the bust of an indeterminate saint. 
Rev. Remains of the inscription of four lines: 
. σα ce RAJ.. ο... 


(+ Ν]ηκ[ητα] or [ -N]nk[n$óp(o) B'(xpoxo)[oxa0]o[p(to)] 


566A. Ρωμανὸς Βλατοποδης πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D.14-15 (14) 2 mm. W. 2.5 g. A well- 
centered specimen in a superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 114. 
Parallels: Two unpublished specimens struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the DO collection. 
58. 106. 3770; DO. 55. 2632. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans, holding a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: .. || OV: 
[Μ(ήτη)ρ] 6(£0)9. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+OKER’O’| POMANO) | A/CIIAOAP' | TONRAA | ΤΟΠΟΔ᾽ 
-Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Ῥωμανῷ (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) τῶν Βλατοποδη 
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567. Ῥωμανὸς Τριαδιτζιώτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


RHM- Yambol, no. I 4564. Found in the fortress near the village of Zlau Voyvoda in 1987. D. 24.5-25 (23) 4 
mm. W. 7.23 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov., Zlati Voyvoda, no 2; Jordanov, £ Names, no. 727. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Superb bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globus cruciger (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
KE.. | TOCA. | POMANO. |.CITAGAP'| .OTPIAAL | TGHOTI 
[+]K(dpve [Bonel] τῷ σῷ δ[ού(λφ)] Ῥωμανο [β(πρωτο)]σπαθαρ(ίφ) [τ]ο 
Τριαδιτζηότι 


568. Ursus imperialis protospatharius (911-932) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest? (formerly in a private collection). Found in the region of Kalarash- 
Silistra before 1938, which means in Dristra, D. 20-21 (13) 3-4 mm. Well-centered and well-executed 
specimen. 

Ed. Banescu, Colecue inedite. no 4. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cross potent on three steps. Two radiant rays come out of the arm crossing. Two floral 
ornaments different from cross-with-fleurons type arise from the base of the lower 
step. 

Rev, Inscription of three lines: 

HI VRSO'!IMPER'I PRO'SP|- 
- Urso(s) imper(ialis) pro(to)sp(atharius) * 


[ts publisher assumes that the owner of the seal was some Byzantine governor of an 
(talian theme. 

The dating of the bulla has been rendered difficult by tts unusual appearance, but 
according to its iconography, provided it is a Byzantine seal, it should be to the late [Xth or 
Xth centuries. 

Regarding the owner of the seal, another solution could also be suggested. Itis known 
that the doges of Venice and their successor were traditionally dignified with Byzantine 
titles, which differed depending on the period. 

Usually the respective doge, after taking over the governing of the republic, dispatched 
his son and future doge to Constantinople to pay his respects to the emperor, in return of 
which he was granted the title hypatos (in the first half of the IXth c.) and received handsome 
gifts (for this convention, see Schlumberger, 5ig., p. 224: and the chronicle of John the 
Deacon translated in //LTbH. UL, 347-350). It was a life title and he presented himself by it in 
the Byzantine Palace and the rest of the world within the boundaries of the Empire. 

[n 911, Ursus with the sobriquet Patricianus was elected doge of Venice. Probably, 
according to the tradition, he also visited Constantinople and was honored with the Byzantine 
title protospathartos. 

What connection can be found between this Ursus and the discovery of the bulla of 
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Ursus protospatharios in the region of Dristra? 

According to the cited Venetian chronicler John the Deacon, as soon as Ursus became 
doge, he sent his son named Peter to Constantinople to Emperor Leo VI. The emperor received 
him with honors, made him protospatharios and after presenting him with handsome gifts, 
let him return to his country. On his way back, when he wanted to go through the lands of 
the Croats, he was captured with deceit by the Slav prince Michael, who deprived him of 
all his gifts and punished him with exile sending him on to the Bulgarian ruler Symeon. His 
father, deeply grieved for losing him, could not retrieve him until finally he ransomed him 
with his own gifts through his envoy Dominic, archdeacon Metamushki (John the Deacon, 
translation in JABA, Π, c. 349). 

The discovery of a bulla of Ursus, imperial protospatharios, in Dristra is perhaps in 
connection with the attempts of the doge father to ransom his son from the Bulgarian tsar. 
Peter was perhaps imprisoned in the Dristra fortress or Ursus sought here the mediation of 
the head of the Bulgarian church, whose see was located in Dristra. 

It is logical to accept that he impressed his correspondence with a seal in his capacity as 
imperial protospatharios, a title better known in Bulgaria than that of a doge of Venice. 


569. N. Αντιοχίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


163. RHM-Shumen, no. 15117. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 113. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 18-21 (15) 3 mm. W. 6.66 g. Incomplete imprint in a very good state of preservation. 
The initial letters in line two are indistinct thus rendering the reading of the homonym difficult. It consists 
of two or three letters and the restoration below is only one possibility. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 569. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 
@-NI-K || A-AO-C 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ἘΚΕΚΝ Θ᾽ |... A'CIIA | .P'TOAN | TIOXITI 
+K(bpr)e β(οή)θίει) [Δα(υὐ)δ] (πρωτο)σπα[θα]ρ(ίῳ) το ᾿Αντιοχίτι 


570. N. Κυριώτης πρωτοσπαθάριος (?)(X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Silistra . D. 19-20(?) 4 mm. The bulla is almost 
completely obliterated by the deep oxide seats. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 394. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Remains of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. Only the end of the invocation is 
preserved:......... ABA. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
T | ...P’TQ@ | .VPI@ | TH 
[ ««Κ(ώρυε βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ] δούλ[ῳ Ἰω(άννῃ) βἴπρωτο)σπαθα]ρ(ίῳ) τῷ 
[Κ]υριώτῃ 





571. N., Σκάρανος πρωτοσπαθάριος (?) (XI c.) 


The former collection of P. Papahagi from Romania. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20-20 mm. Incomplete imprint, 
which renders the reading difficult. 
Ed. Banescu, Silistrie, Byzantion, 7, 324-325, no V. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

.. |.CIIAO. | PHOCO | CKAP 

[ .... (πρωτο)]σπαθ[ά]ρηος ὁ Σκάρ(ανος) 


572. N., πατρίκιος, β)πρωτοσπαθάριος (7) (8205-8405) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no.273. Found in the course of excavations in the kommerkia in sector A-H, 
square 86. D. 24-25 (over 25) 5 mm, 16.21 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /Ieseim, Ne 7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (P11.5); in the quarters : TW-CQ || A8- 
AQ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
re. | ATPIK’ | .A'CIIA | Θ᾽ + 
ἙΘεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [....... π]ατρικ(ίῳ) [βϊπρωτο)]σπαθ(αρίῳ) τ 


yb) πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου. 


573-591. Ἁρκάδιος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 


573-584. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /Tpecias, Ne 98-109. 


585. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 116. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 20-23 (18) 3 mm. Successful imprint. Bulla 
in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Liicka, Ne 2. 


586. Historical Museum, Bucharest (former collection of N. Banescu). Find-spot: the region of Kalarash- 
Silistra. D. 21-23 mm. Specimen in a poor state of preservation, for which reason its text was erroneously 
deciphered by its publisher. 

Ed. Banescu, Sigilii inedite, no. 3. 


587. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, presumably it ‘flew out’ from Preslav. D. 23-25 mm. Complete 
and well-preserved imprint. 


Unpublished. 


588. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 29252. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav Found in the 
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dumped soil during excavations under the supervision of T. Mihailova on 13th July 2006. D. 12-20 mm. 
W. 2.68 g. Fragment about a half. 
Unpublished. 


589. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, field no. 218. Found in the dumped soil filling in the sounding ditches 
from previous excavations at the Palace square site in the eastern part of square 129-TI at a depth of 0.20- 
0.40 m in 2006. It had remained unnoticed in the soil covering the ditches. D. 25.5-27.5 mm. W. 20,95 g. 
In a good state of preservation. The obverse is more distinct. 

Unpublished. 


_ 590, Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1941. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 


uncertain.D. 21-22 (20?) 2.2 mm, W. 8.16 g. Complete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


591. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of RHM, Shumen, in December 
2007). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 20-22 (?) 3 mm. W. 8.36 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 


The eighteen specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla : MP || OV. Circular 
inscription along a border of dots: + OKEROHOEITWCWA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-.- | APKAA | A'CIIAO!| €IIIT'XP | COTPIK’ 
ΣΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) ᾿Αρκαδ(ίῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 
χρίυ)σοτρικ(λίνου) 


593. Γεώργιος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (first half of the XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 364. Find-spot: the town. D. 21-22 (7) 2.1 mm. Incomplete imprint due to both the larger 
diameter of the dies and the weak strike on the blank in the boulloterion. Only the head of the Virgin and 
part of the head of Christ are visible on the obv.; many letters are missing from the inscription on the rev. 
However, the bulla itself is in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Custucrpa, IL, Ne 3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on |. arm. Sigla: MP || .. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
OKE.. |. €OPTIO | .CHAG' P .... K - 
ΣΘ(εοτό)κε [β(οή)θ(ει) Γ]εωργίο [(πρωτο)]σπαθ(α)ρ(ίῳ) [ἐπ(ὶ) τ(οῦ) 
χρίυσοτρι)]κ(λίνου) 


594. Γρήγορα β πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 23.5-24 (21) 3 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. Nearly half of the dies did not print. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons on three steps. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
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FUPL. ARA C.. | UTS... |L. 
-Γριγορ]ᾶ β (πρωτο)]σ[παθ(αρίῳ) ἐ]πὶ τ(οῦ) [χρυσοτρ]ι[κ[λ(θν(ου)] 


895. Θεόδωρος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 mm. Weakly imprinted. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known, 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a round shield (l. hand). Traces of a 
vertical inscription: ...... || A-O-P' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ OEO | AOPO.. | TASET. | YTPH | KAN’ 
ΣΘεόδορο[ς (πρωτο)σ]παθ(αρίῳ) ἐπ[ὶ τ(οῦ)] χρίυσο)τρηκλ(θν(ου) 


596-599, Ἰωάννης β)πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (XI c.) 


596, RHM-Shumen, no. 14751/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
23.5-27 (?) 3.5 mm. W. 10.40 g. [Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 165. 


397, RHM-Shumen, no. 14751/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
23.26 (22 ?) 2 mm. W. 8.40 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. Only the central letters 
printed. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 166. 


598. RHM-Shumen, no. 14970. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
23-26 (17) 3.5 mm. W. 9.74 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 167. 


399, RHM-Shumen, no. 15246. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
26-28 (7) 3.8 mm. W. δ, 40 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 168. 
The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion and supplemented each other; nevertheless it is 
impossible to restore all letters. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Elaborate cross, with linear outline, standing on a straight bar; at its four ends, one 
big and two small pellet. On either side, tendrils arise from the base to the traverse. 
Circular inscription: + KCROHOCITO)COAOVA(O) 

Rev.Inscription of five lines: 

*IOAN | NH R'ACIIA | G'SCETIITS |XPCOTP' | .A... 
εΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάννη P (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρυσοτρ(ιγ)[κ]λ[ίνου] 


600. Ἰωάννης Εὐγενιανός πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (XI c.) 


Private collection (Stefan Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 (20) 3.5 mm. W. 16.233 g. The last 
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lines of the text are poorly printed and clipped. 
Ed. Busuk, Φαμμπημ umena, Ne 6; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 218. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p.655, no. 3; Zacos, III, no. 1488. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KCR'G'| TOCOAS'| IOA'CITAQG'| CIITSXT | TO€VT€ | ΝΙΑΝΩ 
+K(bpve β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρ(υσοτρι)γ(κλίνου) τῷ Εὐγενιανῷ 


601. Μιχαήλ Μοραπας ? πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 25. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 mm. Once a good imprint. The obverse 
is well-centered but the reverse is a bit moved to the left. As a result, the initial letters of almost all lines 
remained outside the blank. 

Unpublished. 
No know parallels. 


Obv. St. John the Baptist standing, τ. hand raised in benediction. A double-crossed cross 
placed at his feet. At his either side the inscription: O-IO) || o-llt-a’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ K€.6'|..COAOV'| IXAHAA'CII | .OAP’ENITOYV| .. VCOFKAH | "TOVMO 
| PAII- 
+K(dpre [β(οή)]θ(ει) [τ]ῷ σῷ 8090.0) [Μ]ιχαὴλ (πρωτο)σπ[α]θαρ(ίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
[χρ]υσο(τρι)γκλή[ν(ου)] τοῦ Μοραπίας) 


The reading of the last two lines is problematic: is it a case of a patronym and what is 
it? The last letter is visibly IT. If it is R, then the patronym is connected with the toponym 
Morava which is at least known in comparison to the proposed one. Other ideas are also 
possible (καὶ) τοῦ Μοραπ(ίου); βασιλικὸν) τὸν Μοραπ(ίον), etc. Obviously, another 
better preserved specimen is needed to solve these hesitations. 


602. Νικηφόρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no.15243. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to document 
on 17 April 2006. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 24-25 (237) 3 mm. W. 7.58 g. Incomplete imprint. Almost half 
of the text and image did not print. Cracked and broken along the channel. All that renders the overall 
reading difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 169. 
No parallels known. 


Obv, Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons and the invocation: ...ROHOITOQ)..... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.NIKIO | .R'A'CIIA |... T XPV | ...KA.. 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε] βοήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Νικιφ[όρῳ] P (πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ] 
τ(οῦ) χρυ[σοτ(ριγ)]κλ[ιν(ου)] 
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603. N., β)πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sotia. no.13140. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 16-22 (7) 3 mm. Half of what was once 
à good bulla. The unusual homonym and the lack of key letters render the overall reading of the text 
difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription at r.: ...... i| N-I-KO-AA-O' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΕΠΙ. PAIC.. | CHAO. | IITS.. | TPIKA 
Επι.γαις [β(πρωτο)]σπαθ(αριος) [(καὶ) ἐ]πὶ τοῦ [χρ(υ)σ(ο)]τρικλ(ίνου) 


yc) β)πµρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 


On them, see above. Their discovery in the kommerkia of Develtos raises the following 
question: were they not officials in the fiscal department of the Empire? 


604. Δαυὶδ β)πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (870-900) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 409. Found in the course of excavations in the kommerkia of Develtos from 
its second period. D. 21-23 (20) 3.1 mm, 10.57 g. Well-centered and well-executed imprint. 
Ed. Vopaauos, Heseam, Ne VILS. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots 
beginning at seven o'clock: + KEROHOHTWCWAOVAW 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
AAVIA | R'A'CITAO | APIQ)SCTII | TOONOIK | [AKON 
*K(opuUe βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Δαυὶδ β(πρωτο)σπαθαρίῳ (καὶ) ἐπὶ τῶν 
οἰκ(ε)ιακῶν 


In the publication cited above the assumption has been made that the owner of the seal 
was formerly a kommerkiarios of Develtos and as such he exchanged correspondence with 
the chancery of the archbishop of Bulgaria located in Pliska. 


605. Θεοδόσιος β πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (870-900) 


Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 72. Found in the course of excavations of the Great Basilica site in Pliska, 
sector North, square 164 on 12. 05. 1975. D. 20-21 (11-18) 3 min. Very well-centered and printed bulla. 
Its periphery was additionally carefully trimmed after sealing of the correspondence. 
Ed. Wopaauos, ILitcka, Ne 17. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots 
beginning at seven o'clock: + KOCROHOHTO)COAOVA(Q) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-0€(0 : | AOCHOR' | A'CIIAOAP | HWSETIH | TONVKI 
ἘΚ(ύρυε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεωδοσήῳ βϊπρωτο)σπαθαρήῳ (καὶ) ἐπὴ τὸν 
ὑκ(εγι(ακῶν) 


606. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (X c.) 


Private collection (G. Galabov, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-25 (20) 2.1 mm. Good imprint and specimen 
in a superb state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Inscription in two columns: O-A-I” || Γ-Ε-Ο-Ρ-Γ᾽ 
Traces of a circular inscription: ...... TOCWA8A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KONC | TANTHN. | RA'CIIAG" | ΕΠΙ T'VK. | AKON + 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθη] τῷ σῷ ovl) Κονσταντήν[ῳ] βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [(koi)] 
ἐπὶ τ(ὸν) ὑκ(ει)ακὸν 


607. Κωνσταντῖνος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Varna. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-28 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Unclear image. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
K... | TAN...| OR’A’....| SEMI... | IK... 
[+K(ópı)e βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ] Κ[ονσ]ταν[τίν]ῳ β(πρωτο)[σπαθί(αρίφῳ)] 
(καὶ) ἐπὶ [τ(ὸν) ο]ἰκ[(εὐακὸν] 


yd) πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος 
608-611. Βασίλεος Γλαβᾶς πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος (XI c.) 


608. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no, 18552. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-27 (18) 4 
mm. W. 15.23 g. Superb imprint. 7 
Ed. Äopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 89; Jordanov, F Names, no. 132. 


609. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20128. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-25 (18) 3 
mm. W. 11.63 g. The blank was of irregular shape, the boulloterion was loosened, as a result there was a 
slight displacement between the upper and lower dies. 

Ed. Vopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 90; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 133. 
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610. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19583. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. 19-21 (18) 2.5 


mm. W. 5.8 g. Imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. liopaanos, Ipeca1ae, ΝΟ 91; Jordanov, F Names, no. 134. 


611. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, field no. 422. Found during excavations of the Ruler's Church in the 
Inner City of Preslav, sector 162/103, ditch 72, at a depth of 2.95 m on 27^ August 2007. D. 15-26 (18) 3 
mm. Fragment. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The four. specimens were struck in the same boulloterion: 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter topped with a palm branch (τ. hand) and a 
globus surmounted by a cross (l. hand). Sigla: M] I- X | - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-| -K€R'O'| RACIAI | A'CIIAGAP'| VITATO’W | FAARAC | - 
«ΚΕ, .| RACI ... | AGHA cd VITATE .. [TAA ... pes 
+ Κ(ύρυ)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Βασιλίῳ (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίφ) ὑπάτο (τῷ Γλαβᾶς 


The bulla struck over another of the same dignitary with the title protovestes essentially 
belongs to this group (for a commentary on this dignitary, see no. 511) 


612. Ἰωάννης Πενταιλας πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος (mid-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no.12340.7. Purchased from Al. Boev from Silistra. D. 17-19 (over 20) 2.5 mm. Perhaps once 
a good imprint, but now in a poor state of preservation. The obverse is completely obliterated, as it seems 
melted. There are broken fragments on the reverse and the surface is effaced. All this renders the reading 
difficult. Problematic are lines 5 and 6 presumably containing the patronym. 

Ed. Jordanov. £ Names, no. 564. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Completely obliterated surface. 

Rev. [Inscription of six lines: 
JER. |. COA. | ..OA'CIIAO |. VITAT'T. | . ENT.| A 
[-Κ(ύρυ]ε [β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ [δού(λῳ) Πω(άννῃ) (πρωτο)σπαθί(α)[ρ(ίῳ)] 
ὑπάτ(ῳ) τ[ῷ Π]εν[ταί]λ(ᾳ) 


613. Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος (mid-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, no.13614. Find-spot: Silistra or Northeastern Bulgaria. D. 27-30 (21) 3 mm. 


Incomplete imprint, but bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Πορπαμοβ. Cwinctpa, H, Ne 12. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-D'€-() || P-I-I-O' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΚΕΕ᾽ΘΊ MIXAHA | A'CIAO.PI| .VIIAT| @ 
[+] Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θίει) Μιχαὴλ (πρωτο)σπαθ[α]ρί[ῳ]ύπάτῳ 
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Z) rector 


Personal position attested as early as the VIIth-VIIIth centuries. It was very often 
conferred on clerics and gradually became a title. It was attested until the XIth c. see Guilland, 
Recherches, U1, 212-219; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 308. 


614. Βασίλειος ῥαίκτωρ (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15126. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 122. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 12-22 (20) 3 mm. W. 3.78 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. The restoration 
of the image and text is made on the basis of the parallel cited below. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.171. 
Parallels: Konstantopulos, no. 489. 


Obv. Part of eight radial rays, a letter at each end; when joined together, they give the 
invocation: 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
MUN |. CIO... | KTO..| AM..|.+ 
[^ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Βασιλ]είῳ [pat]kvo[pi] ἁμ[ήν] + 


Presumably the same Basil was the owner of the seal on which he is οἰκονόμος τῆς 
Νέας (see no.1469 here). 


aa) σεβαστός 

A title until the XIth c., connected only with the emperor as a variety of augustus. 
The first attempt at violating this tradition was attested under Constantine IX Monomachos 
(1042- 1055), when he conferred this title on his two mistresses as to make them equal 
somehow to the two empresses Zoe and Theodora. But that was only an isolated case. The 
same title presumably with the same purpose was also adopted by Isaakios I Komnenos 
(1057-1059) in the period when he was a claimant to the throne. The fact that according 
to some documents dated in 1071 Constantine Kerularios, lawyer and nephew of Patriarch 
Michael Kerularios, was also honored with this title should likewise be considered in the 
sphere of exception. Alexios Komnenos and his brother were also honored with this title by 
Nikephoros III Botaneiates (1078-1081) in a ceremony including acclamation of part of the 
senate. Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118) conferred this title on many of the members of his 
family and his close associates. The following are derivatives of this title: πρωτοσέβαστος, 
πανυπερσέβαστος, σεβαστοκράτωρ and others. Nevertheless, throughout the XIIth c. 
it was a title of a highest rank in the Empire. It is a rank occupying the seventy-seventh 
position in the hierarchy in Pseudo-Kodinos (of the XIVth c.). 

A certain revival of the title is observed in the Second Bulgarian kingdom, when it was 
held by a number of provincial governors. 

Lit. Nerpos, II. O turynax “cesact” u “ mporoceBact “ B ΟΡΕΠΗΟΒΕΚΟΒΟΜ ΘΟΠΓΏΡΟΚΟΜ 
rocyziapcrBe.- BBp., XVI, 1959, 52-64; Stiernon, Sebastos et gambros, 226-228; Ahrweiler, 
H. Le sebaste chef de groupes ethniques.- Variorum Reprint, London, 1971, XIV, 34-38; 
Ferjancic. B. Sevastokratori u Vizantiji.-ZR VI, X1,1968, 142-182; Oikonomides, Evolution, 
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126-127. 


615. “Avva Δουκαίνῃ σεβαστή (1068- before 1136 ?) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15495. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, Find-spot: Melnitsa. D. 13-15 
(?) 3 mm. W. 3.46 g. Although the imprint was well-centered, it is incomplete due to the small blank. 
Large part remained outside the blank. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Stavrakos, no. 67. which is also incomplete and the reading is not absolutely certain. We 
cannot be sure whether our specimen was struck in same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans facing with medallion on her breast. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
re Γον κος NHCE.. . |. HTHA . | . AINH 
[+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῇ σῇ δούλη ΄Αν]νῃ σε[βαστ]ῇ τῇ Δ[ουκ]αίνῃ 


616. Ειρήνη Ἐυναδηνή σεβαστή (first quarter, ΧΗ c.) 


RHM-Pernik, no. 359. Found in the course of excavations in the medieval fortress near the town, square V / 
163. at a depth of 0.60-0.80 m. D. 23-25 (22) 4 mm. Very good imprint and a bulla in an excellent state 
of preservation. 

Ed. YOpykona. Mepunk. H, 126-128: HWopaanos, Cesacra, Ne 14; Jordanov, F Names, no. 683. 
Parallels: Two specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the collections of the Hermitage 
(M-456, Hlanaposckas. [legari ΟΗΗΔΗΜΗΟΒ, 180-181, puc. 2.6) and Fogg A.M. no 17 (unpublished). 


Obv. The Virgin standing, turned three quarters 1, holding Christ on her τ. arm. Sigla: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+| CDPATIC | CERASHC | CVNAAHNH | €IPHNHC 
+ Σφραγὶς σεβαστῆς Συναδηνῆ(ς) Εἰρήνης 


617. Εὐδοκία σεβαστή (XI-XII c.) 


Private collection (Pernik). Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Popovitsa, Plovdiv region. D. 22.5-24 
23) 3 mm, 7.75 g. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels. Gorny & Mosch Auction 160: 9th October 2007. Lot number: 2830. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

Pe | ΟΦΡΑΓΙς | .CRA*HC | €VAOKI |- AC - 

bitu) σφραγὶς [σ]εβαστῆς Εὐδοκίας 


617A. Μαρία Δούκαινα σεβαστή (XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: uncertain. D.26-27 (25) 4 mm. Complete and well 
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preserved imprint. 

Ed, Jordanov, F Names, no. 190. 

Parallels: Laurent, Bulles metriques, no. 698; Cheynet, Zacos, III, πο. 78; Hirsch, Sale 194 (19-22 
February 1997), no. 695; unpublished in DO. 47. 2. 1143=Shaw 1297 (no. 1143). 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
-+ - | COPA | TICC€ | ΒΑΘῊΟ 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
MAPIAC | THCAOV | KAINIC 
ἜΣφραγὶς σεβαστῆς Μαρίας τῆς Δουκαίνης 


618. Ἐένη Δοκειανή σεβαστή (XII c.) 


Historical Museum, Nova Zagora. Found in the course of excavations of the medieval settlement on the mound 
near the village of Diadovo, Nova Zagora region. D.23.5-24 (over 25) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint not only 
because of the smaller blank but also because of off-centering. 

Ed. Hopranos, Hosa 3aropa, Ne 1; ΗορΠαμοβ, Cesactu, Ne 34; Jordanov, F. Names, no.183. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

iind | EIZE.. | .CRASHT. | AOKCIANH | 

[+@(e0td)Ke βοήθ]ει Ξέ[νῃ σ]εβαστῇ τ[ῇ] Δοκειάνηῃ 


619. Aoívoc Δούκας σεβαστός (XH c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30446. Formerly in a private collection (Dimitar Dimitrov from 
Pernik). Found in the stronghold between the town of Radnevo and the village of Znamenosets. An 
enormous blank, 33 mm. in diameter, and a poorly preserved anonymous were discovered in the same 
find-spot. D.14.5- 26.5 mm. Half of what was once a good specimen, which renders the reading of the 
text difficult. 

Ed. Ηορπαμοβ, Cesactn, Νο 1; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 197. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ before her. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

DN | AOINS..| RACT... | PPAT... | ABK. 

Toran ᾿Αοίνου [σε]βαστ[οῦ σ]φραγ[ὶς τ(οῦ)] Δού[κας] 


620. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XII c.), son of Nikephoros Komnenos, nephew 
of Alexios I. 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-26 mm. Good imprint and a bulla in good state of preservation. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Cenacru, Ne 2; iopnanos, ΚΟΜΗΜΗΜ-ΑΗΓΕΠΗ, c.32, N 4; Jordanov, F Names, no. 337. 
Parallels: Laurent, Metriques, no 324. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP-OV. 
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Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
- CERA | SONAAESION | ΕΚΝΙΚΗΦΟΡΕΕ | ΦΝΝΊΑΚΟΜΝΗΙ 
NOVMPOVITAP | OENECKET | - OIC - 
ε Σοβαστὸν Αλέξιον ἐκ Νικηφόρου φύντα Κομνηνοῦ μίητρου)παρθένε σκέποις 


621-624. Αλέξιος Παλαιολόγος σεβαστός (XII c.) 


621. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no.5469. Find-spot: the town. D. 28-31 (26?) 2.5 mm. W. 11.70 g. Once 
à good imprint, now in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 2; Hopaanos, Cesacru, Ne 2; Jordanov, ΕΓ Names, no. 538. 


622. RHM-Shumen, no.15090. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 86. Find-spot: the 
vineyards of Gorna Oryahovitsa. D. 12-24 mm. W. 3.54 g. Fragment. The restoration of the image and 
text is on the basis of better preserved parallels. 

Fx Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 172. 


623. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no.5370. Find-spot: the town. D. 34-33 (25) 3 mm. W. 27.68 g. Superb 
unprint and a bulla in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. ὃς Hopaanos, Cesacri, Ne 3: Jordanov, £ Names, no. 539. 


64 Private collection. I learned about this specimen and its documentation trom Dimitar lankov, Historical 
Museum. Stara Zagora. Find-spot: stronghold near the village Dobri Dol, Plovdiv region. Half of the seal 
is in poor condition. 

Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol. no.2: 

Parallels: A specimen struck in the same boulloterion as our specimens 623 and 624 is preserved in the 


Dumbarton Oaks Collecuon (DO 38.106,3601). 


ordanoy, Fo Names, no.340. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP || OV. 








Rev, Inscription of five lines: 
ay. ΙΘΚΕΒΟ.! . ELAAEEL. | CERAYO | TOTIAAAL | AO ΓΩ 
ΜΝ bote loe races e ER ο ο 
co OKEROH | OCIAACZIO | CERASQOTO) | HAAATOAO |T 
dy). OKEROH  OCIAACZIO | CERASQTO | HAAAIOAO | TO 
- O(sozó)ke βοήθει Αλεξίῳ σεβαστῷ τῷ Παλαιολόγῳ 


625. Ανδρόνικος Δούκας σεβαστός (XII-XII c.) 


BEND SRumen. no, 14354. Former collection of Emil Kossev from Shumen. He informed us that it was found 
somewhere in southeastern Bulgaria (Topolovgrad region’). Later it was determined that the seals in this 
collection originated from the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, Elhovo region. D. 21-44 (31) 3.5 
min. W. 16.76 g. Once a superb imprint of which only a portion smaller than a half has reached us. The 
completion of the text is difficult at this stage. Above | offer a variant completion of lines 2 and 3. What 
we still need to find is some unpublished parallel or a better preserved specimen. 

Fi HWopianos, Cepacrn, Ne 5; Jordanov, E Names, no. 196. 


Vo parallels known. 
Oby. Part of a standing figure of a military saint with the nimbus, mail and sword (r. hand) 
visible. Remains of an inscription: O-A-T-I-O-C || ...... 


Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


EN KAE M PVN |.... ASKQN | .....CERA |... NAPONI | ..OAHTA |... ΠΟΙΟ 
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[Εὐ]κλε[οῦς γε] φύν[τα τῶν] Δουκῶν [ἐκ γένους] σεβα[τὸν ᾿Α]νδρόνι[κον, 
ἀ]θλητά. [σκέ]ποις 


625A. ᾽Ανδρόνικος Δούκας σεβαστός (end of the XIII c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15161. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 157. Find-spot: Pomorie 
(ancient Anchialos). D. 31.5-33 (31) 3.5 mm. W. 19.20 g. A good and well-preserved imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 1968. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. St. George of Kouperiotes, standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting 
on a shield set on the ground. Inscription in two columns: 
O-AT-I-€-WP-FI-Os||O-K8-IIC-PI-W-T-Hs : Ὁ ἅγίιος) Γεώργιος ὁ Κουπεριώτης 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

CERASON | ANAPONIKON | ASKWNEKTE | NBCI€WPTI | ΟΚΕΠΟΙΜΕ | 
MAPTVPW | K.€OC 

Σεβαστὸν Ανδρόνικον Δουκῶν ἐκ γένους Γεώργιε, σκέποι(ς) µε μαρτύρω(ν) 
Κλέος 


Several representatives of this family are known from the second half of the XIIth c. to 
which period the seal is generally dated (see Polemys, Doukai, nos. 39;104). On the depiction 
of St. George of Kouperiotes, see Ηορπβμοβ, M. Busauruiütcku πεπατµ or TepHTOpHsTA 
Ha ΠΠειπηα ΒΡΗΤΑΡΗΣ c uno6paxenue na cB. l'eopru Kynepuoruc.-C6. Προφ. 9.Η.Η. Tomio 
Tomee u cmonuyama Benuxu Ipecaae, Coousa 2006, 194-200. 


626. Ανδρόνικος Καματηρὸς σεβαστός (second half of the XH c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 13344. Purchased from Nessebar. D. 20-21(20.5) 3 mm. A well-centered 
imprint but the blank was almost equal to the diameter of the dies, as a result some letters and part of the 
image were left out. The bulla itself is in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopnanos, Cesactn, Ne 6; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 252. 

Parallels: a specimen with the same iconography and text but struck with a different pair of dies was 
included in Lihachev’s collection (Jiuxaues, Boeowamepu, c. 124, puc. 284, 6en. 2). Another unpublished 
specimen is preserved in the collection Fogg A. M. no 700. The text is the same as with the above 
specimen, but the archangels are absent in the depiction. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on r. arm. Sigla: MP | OV. Bust of an archangel 
is represented at the |. of the Virgin. Whether there is an analogous image at her r. is 
impossible to say, since this part of the depiction is on the circumference, outside the 
field, as well as slightly effaced. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΘΚΕΒΟ | HOCIANAPO | NIK()CCRAC | TWTOKAMA | THPO) 
Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει ᾿Ανδρονίκῳ σεβαστῷ τῷ Καματηρῷ 


627. ᾽Ανδρόνικος Κομνηνοδούκας Παλαιολόγος σεβαστός (second half, XII c.). 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.30074. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Dobri dol. D.21-32; 
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field 28 mm; thickness 4.6 mm. One-third missing. 

Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, πο. 4; Hopaanos, Cesactru, Ne 7; Jordanov, Dobri Dol, no. 4; Jordanov, F 
Names, no. 542. 

Parallels; Further two unpublished specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the 
collections: DO. 55. 1. 4029; and Zacos, III, no. 1406. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
| CDPATTIC | CERAS OV | ΝΓΡΑΦ(ΩΝΙ ....ΟΝΙ |... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
KOMNHNO | AOVKON | ΠΑΛΑΙΟΛ. Bro m 
[+] Σφραγὶς σεβαστοῦ [τῶ]ν γραφῶν[Ανδρ]ονί[κου] Κομνηνοδουκῶν 
Παλαιολ[ό]γω[ν κλάδου] 


627A. Ανδρόνικος Κομνηνοδούκας Παλαιολόγος σεβαστός (second half, XII c.). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15249. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 37-42 
(36) 4 mm. W. 47.42 6. Incomplete imprint. The letters are indistinct which renders the reading difficult. 
The identification is made on the basis of the cited parallels. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 115: 
Parallels: Laurent, Bulls metriques, no. 661. Further two unpublished specimens struck in the same 
boulloterion are preserved in the collections: DO. 55. 1. 4029; and Zacos, HI, no. 1406. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
ΑΛΑΙΟΛΟ |.. CANAPO | NIKOCMCI PA | ΦΕΙΚΟΜΝΗΝΟ | ABKON 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
EZANA | KTWN.C®. | WCIIPWTO |. ANCERAWO. | .EVIICPTATO. 
[Π]αλαιολό[γο]ς ᾿Ανδρονικός µε γράφει Κομνηνοδούκων ἐξ ἀνάκτων 
[ο]σφ[ύ]ος ὁ πρωτο[π]ανσέβαστο[ς ἐ]ξυπέρτατο[ς] 


628. Ανδρόνικος Ῥογέριος σεβαστός (XII c.) 


Private collection (Georgi Stoianov-Mokana from Novi Pazar). D. 33-33 (33-25) 4 mm. Find-spot: uncertain 
to date. The high relief is in a superb state of preservation, while the letters of the inscription are cut and 
some are obliterated, Later the same specimen was offered at an auction. 

Ed. Viopaauos, Kowunuun-Aureag, N 11; Jordanov, E Names, no. 597, 

Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion, of an oxidated surface but of more complete 
inscription is preserved in the Shaw collection no. 1080 (see Laurent, V. Andronic Rogerios, fondateur du 
couvent de la Theotokos Chrysokamariotissa.-Bulletin de la section historique de la Academie roumaine, 
21, 1946, 73-84). 


Obv. Inscription, starting from above, between two borders of dots: -CKEII ...XPVCO ...... 
ACKVPIOV = + Σκέπ[οις με] χρυσό[σπαστε παστ]ὰς Κυρίου 
Within the enclosed field at 1., an icon of the Virgin, turned three quarters l., blessing (r. 
hand) and holding the Christ Child on |. arm. Sigla: MP || GV. At r., a male figure with a 
hat or a diadem, wearing a chlamys and a loros, walking l. and presenting to the Virgin 
a model cross-domed church. 

Rev. The inscription from the obverse continues between two borders of dots: -CCERAS'ON 
ANAPONIKO.€KPQ).....=+LeBauotov ᾿Ανδρόνικον ἐκ Ῥω[γερίων] 
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Within the enclosed field, a monogram. After Joining the text from either side and 
straightening it, it reads: 

Σκέποις µε χρυσόσπαστε παστὰς Κυρίου 

σεβαστὸν Ανδρόνικον ἐκ Ῥωγερίων 


Βασίλειος Βατάτζης σεβαστςὸς (last quarter of the XII c.), see no. 3180. 


629-630. Γεώργιος Γλαβᾶς σεβαστός (XII-XHI c.) 


629. RHM-Veliko Turnovo. Found in 1978 in the course of archaeological excavations on the Tsarevets αἱ 
site no. 13 near the Eastern fortress wall. D. 31-31 (30) 3.2 mm. A well-centered but weak imprint. The 
swelling above the channel is not pressed. 

Ed. Tores, K. Hosoorkpur nesar nua cesacra Teopru [napa or Uapesen.-Hymuzmamuka, 4, 1982, 15-16; 
Wopnanob, Cesactn, Ne 8; Jordanov, E Names, no. 142. 


630. Private collection (a collector from Haskovo). A plaster cast of the same and information on the find-spot 
was given by D. Aladjov. It was found in the medieval fortress near the village of Perperek, Kurdzhali 
region. D. 32-34 (30) ? mm. A good imprint but still some of the letters are out of the blank or are not 
printed. A bulla in a very good state of preservation. 

Ed. ltopaanos, CenacrH, Νο 9; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 143. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Parallels: Known in the literature are several bullae struck in the same boulloterion: 

a) two specimens are from the former Lihachev's collection, currently in the Hermitage 
(M-8083); for information on them, see JIuxayes, Monueooeynor, ra6n. LVIII.9; 

b) ametal imprint presumably of some of the above specimens is preserved in the Vatican 
collection (see Laurent, Vatican, no. 67; Idem, Bulles metriques, no. 651); 

c) in the collection of the Warsaw museum (see Szemioth - Wasilewski, Varsovie, no. 
35); 

d) an unpublished bulla in the collection of Fogg A. M., no. 3761; Zacos, IIT, no. 202. 


Obv. Half-length image of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
a)* M-. OV| CKCII . ΤΟΝΙ CONA. AON| CERA ΤΟΝ | TONTA. RAN 
IPE. TI| ON: - 
b)+ M-P OV| ΟΚΕΠΕΤΟΝΙ CONA8AON| CERACTON | ΤΟΝΓΛΑΕΑΝ | 
PEWPri | ON: - 
+ Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ σκέπε τὸν σὸν δούλον σεβαστὸν τὸν Γλαβᾶν Γεώργιον 


631. Γεώργιος Δούκας σεβαστός (XII-XIII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 127. Found on the land of the village of Ahmatovo, Plovdiv region. D. 33- 
34 (30) 4 mm. The imprint was well-centered but the side letters of the reverse are not printed. It seems 
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à portion from the bulla has been chipped. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 8: Mopaanos, Cesacru, Ne 10; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 198. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ | MPATIC | CERAC*'OV | ΤΆΔΒΚΑΓΕ | QPTTIOV | - o - 
Rev. [nscription of four lines: 
AI€VAA | . LAN8@E | PEIO.OVC | TVIIOVC | - o - 
Ε[Σ]φραγὶς σεβαστοῦ τοῦ Δούκα Γεωργίου 
δι ευλά[βε]ιαν ov φέρει θ[εί]ους τύπους 


632-642. Γεώργιος Παλαιολόγος σεβαστός (1094-1119) 


Α. 

632. National Historical Museum. Sofia, no.24817. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 20-20(19) 4 mm. W. 8.28 g. Good imprint and a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov. Zlati Voyvoda, no 3; ΗΟΡΠΔΗΟΒ, Cenpacrit, Ne 11; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 546. 
Parallels: Three specimens struck with the same pair of dies are preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (DO. 358.106.1353: 58.106. 1368; 55. 1. 3220). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: M || ©. Inscription 
between two borders of dots: ........ CITO)COAOVA(Q). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+PEMP | TICE | RACTO | TOMAAAT | OAOT 
[+O(cord)Ke βοήθ]ει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεωργίῳ σεβαστῷ τῷ Παλαιολόγ(ῳ) 


w 


oD 
I 
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. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.24818. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 13-16.5 (?) 3.5 mm. W. 6.31 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. 
The bulla itself is of poorly-preserved surface. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, no. 4; liopaanoB, Cesactu, Νο 12; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 547. 


634. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 34. Found on the ground during excavations in the settlement near the village 
of Tatul on 20° May 2004. D. 20-20 (18) 2 mm. Broken along the channel. Inscription and image in a 
very good state of preservation. 

Ed.Osuapos, Croumenos, Νο 1. 


X 
o2 
Un 


. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 42. Found during excavations in the settlement near the village of Tatul, square 
B-5, to the west of the wall on 205 May 2004. D. 19-19 (17?) 2 mm. Off-center. The initial letters of each 
line remained outside the blank. 

Ed. OBuapoB, Croumenos, Ne 2. 


636. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 45. Found during excavations in the settlement near the village of Tatul, in the 
dumped soil on 21* May 2004. D. 12-9 (?)2 mm. Half broken along the channel. The nght half of the 
image and the left half ofthe inscription are preserved. 

Ed. OBuapoB, CrouweuoB, Ne 3. 


637. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 170. Found during excavations in the settlement near the village of Tatul, 


western slope, on 29^ June 2005. D. 17-16 (?) 2 mm. The iconographic image is off-centered. The first 
line of the inscription as well as the initial letter of each line remained outside the blank. 
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Ed, Osuapos, Croumenos, Ne 4. 


638. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 221. Found during excavations in the settlement near the village of Tatul, 
square D 8-E 8 on 17" July 2005. D. 19-19 (18 ) 1,5 mm. Specimen in a superb state of preservation. 
Irregular round shape which affected only one letter of the inscription. 

Ed. Osuapos, ΟΤΟΗΜΘΗΟΒ, Ne 5. 


639. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 248. Found during excavations in the settlement near the village of Tatul, 


square G 4-H 4 on 19" July 2005. D. 19-17 (?) 2-3 mm. Overstruck with the seal of Argyros Phorbenos 
as a private person: 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (l. hand). Vertical inscription: 


... || P-€-Q.-TI 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: = 
ipn | P... OP | RINOCA8 | AOCXV 


Ed. Opuapos, Croumenos, Ne 6. 


640. RHM-Kurdzhali, no. 5549. Found in the Klisse Basha locality near Perperikon. 
Ed. OsuapobB, CronMenos, Ne 6. 
The eight specimens were struck in a same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Circular inscription: OK CROHOCT €O)PT IO) and a depiction as above. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

CE | RACTO | TOTIAAAI | ΟΛΟΓΩ 

ΣΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθει Γεωργίῳ σεβαστῷ τῷ Παλαιολόγῳ 


C. 

641. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 6041. Formerly in the private collection of V. Stankov from Batak, 
no. 39. Find-spot: the village of Fakia district of Burgas. D. 23-23 mm. Incomplete imprint and specimen 
in a poor state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 548. 
Parallels : Unpublished from DO. 55. 1. 3217; 55. 1. 3218; 55. 1. 3219. 


Obv. Between two borders of dots the inscription: ........ €ITOCOQ).... 
In center, bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her chest. Sigla: 
M || © : Μ(ήτηρ) Θ(εοῦ). 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

Mee I(OCERAV() | TOHAAA .| OAOTO) |- - 

[ή-Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ]ει τῷ σῷ [δούλῳ Γεωργί]ῳ σεβαστῷ τῷ Παλα[ι]ολόγῳ 
D 


642. Private collection (S. Bilik, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain, at 10-15 km from Haskovo. D. 26-25 (25) 3 mm. 
W. 11.235 g. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Cesactu, Ne 13; ΒΗΠΗΚ, (ΘΗΜΗΠΗΗ umena, No 1; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 549. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p.685, no5; JIuxauen, Moauedoeyani, ra6n. LXIV.6; Barnea, Dobrudja, 
no 5; DO.55. 1. 3984; Fog. A. M. no 1189; IFEB, no 652. For a summary of the seals of this type, see 
Vannier, Paleologues, p. 140, n. 34. It is hard to determine whether they were struck in one and the same 
boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin, as above. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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+ COPALL| ΓΕΘΡΓΙ.. | CERAS'ST. | TAAAIOA. |T.. 
+ Lopayi[c] Γεωργί[ου] σεβαστοῦ [τ]οῦ Παλαιολ[ό]γ[ου] 


To supplement my previous publication I could add the ascertainment of the large 
number of seals of George Palaiologos discovered in Bulgaria. They illustrate his great 
activity in the Bulgarian lands. Of special interest are his more than six seals found in the 
settlement near the village of Tatul. Very interesting 1s also his overstruck seal of Argyros 
Phorbenos. Is there any other connection between them besides the chronological one? 


643. Θεόδωρος Οἰναιώτης σεβαστός (late XII c.) 


RHM-Haskovo, no.518. Found in the course of excavations in the Constantia fortress on 2254 September 1985. 
D. 36-37 (31) 3.1 mm; of the relief itself 4.1 mm. The engraving of the dies was superb attesting to a 
pretentious artistic taste. The depiction of the Virgin looks almost statuary. The bulla itself is very well 
preserved, with the exception of the head of the Virgin, which is the most raised part of the relief and was 
effaced. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Tytupcka n Mapuua. Ne 6; Vopaanos, ΟΕΡΒΟΤΗ, Ne 15; Jordanov, F Names, no.528. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin Hagiosoritissa standing, turned three quarters 1., with arms raised in orans 
toward the manus Dei in the upper |. field. Inscription on either side: 
MP-OV| ΗΔ-Γ1-Ο-Οο || PI-TI-C-CA. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ CDPATIC| CCRA* 8| ΘΕΟΔΩΡ8 | TSOINAI|- OTS - 
+ Σφραγὶς σεβαστοῦ Θεοδώρου τοῦ Οἰναιώτου 





644. Θεόδωρος Κωντοστεφάνος σεβαστός (XII-XIIH c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: the land of the village of Gipsovo, district of Radnevo. A medieval settlement and 
a necropolis dating from the Afth-XII[th c. were discovered in the Gipsovo area (see Mapuia-H3mok, |, 
c. 23). D. 30-30 mm. Incomplete imprint. Some of the letters are out of the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanon, Cesacrit, Ne 16; Jordanov, F£ Names, no. 355. 
Parallels: Unpublished specimens in Fogg, A. M. nos. 954, 992 and Zacos, IH (see SBS, 3, p. 25, no. 
12). 


Obv. Two monograms occupying the whole field and containing the name 
Κωντοστεφάνος 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.OVC€ |. ACTOV | O€OAO | POV 
[T]ov σε[β]αστοῦ Θεοδόρου 


644A. Οεόδωρος Χλεβέριτος σεβαστὸς (XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna ). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-42 (38 ?) 3 mm, W. 16.00 g. Half 
preserved. Holed in the upper end. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 749. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Standing figure of a military saint. Part of the inscription visible: O-A-TT-OC 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ATS |... ADAC | .....CKETI€ | ...TOVC | .€TOV 
[Σεβ]αστοῦ [τὰς γρ]αφὰς ἀ[θλητά] σκέπε [Θεοδώ]ρου Χλ[ευέρι]τος 
[οἰκ]έτου 


645. Θεόδωρος Χοῦμνος σεβαστός (XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 377). Find-spot: uncertain (South Bulgaria). D. 20-33 mm. W. 
8.50 g. Half preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 753. 
Parallels: Unpublished from Fogg, A. M. no. 12. Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. The two Sts Theodoroi standing in supplication before a segment of heaven showing 
the Hand of God. 

Rev. Metrical inscription of seven lines: 
+[...... [LS ACT. | ΟΔΟ... | TONXOV....| CENTHZV..... | MAPTV.. | .. OA... |-.- 
[+ Σκέποις σεβ]αστ[ὸν Θε]όδω[ρον] τὸν Χοῦ[μνον] σεπτὴ ξυ[νωρὶς] 
μαρτύ[ρων Θε]οδ[ώρον] 


646. Ἰωάννης Δούκας σεβαστός [90s of XI c. Brother of the empress Irene 
Doukaina and brother-in-law of Emperor Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118)] 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 25316. Found on the sea coast in Sozopol. D. 21-23 (?) 2.5 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. Only very small sections of the depiction of both saints and still smaller sections of 
the letters are printed. Nevertheless, this is the whole bulla once affixed to its owner's correspondence 
to Sozopol, where the whole seal was perhaps well-known and the correspondence was taken without 
reservation. 

Ed. Ιορμαμοβ, CesacrtH, Ne 17; Jordanov, F Names, no. 200. 

Parallels: An unpublished bulla struck in the same pair of dies is preserved in Fogg A. M. πο. 1926. 
On its basis, we can do the completion and reading of our specimen. Two other specimens of the same 
type are also known, but their texts are incomplete, thus their reading was difficult. They were struck in 
a different boulloterion or a different pair of dies. (The one is from the study of antique numismatics in 
Vienna, no. 16 and the other is from the private collection of Mr. O'Hara from London, no. 68. Their 
publisher Seibt, Bleisiege/, no. 39 has combined the preserved inscriptions but they still were insufficient 
to read the whole inscription.) 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription within 
two borders of dots: .C€IIT ...................... =[+] Σεπτ[ῇ ζυνωρὶς τῶν σοφῶν 
ἀνθηφόρ(ων)] 

Rev. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Only the r. half 
and part of the inscription containing his name are preserved ...|| TP-I. Around the 
depiction, inscription between two borders of dots: 

ΠΝ TEAOVK ............. “[Π-σκέποι] τε Δούκ[αν σεβαστὸν Ἰω(άννην)] 


646A. Ἰωάννης Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XI-XII c.) 
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Private collection (S. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: the area of the town of Parvomai, Plovdiv region. D. 
27-28 (24) ? mm. Complete imprint of heavily damaged surface. The letters are deformed and damaged, 
which renders the reading uncertain. 

Ed. Jordanov, E Names, no. 343. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Standing figure of a military saint (St. George) 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-+ -| CDPATIC | CERACTOV | KOMNHNS | IWANNS 
+Lopayic σεβαστοῦ Κομνηνοῦ Ἰωάννου 


646B. Ἰωάννης Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XI-XII c.). 


Private collection (S. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-28 mm.Half of what was once an 
excellent imprint. 
“Ld. Jordanov, F. Names. no. 343A. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
.. €RO |.... ITO |.. ABSAQ] Ὁ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
CER .| CT@..| KOM.|N. 
+ Κώρυ]ε βο[ήθε]ι τῷ [σῷ] δούλῳ [T]o(&vvq) σεβ[α]στῷ [τῷ] Kou[vn]v[o] 


647. Ἰωάννης Κωντοστεφάνος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (9) (XII c.) 


Private collection. Offered for purchase at the Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, where I examined and 
documented it. It was found along with coins of Manuel I Komnenos (1143-1180) and three gilt appliques 
or medallions decorated with archangel Michael. D. 18-31.5 (30) 3 mm. Once a good imprint of which 
only a half is preserved. 

Ed. opaanos, Cenacru, Ne 18; Jordanov, F. Names, no.356. 
Vo parallels known. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Vertical inscription: ....... i| P-1-O-C 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
CP... CE... | RON. | DA. | M. 
Σφ[ραγὶς] σε[βαστοῦ Io(&vvov) Κον[τοστε]φά[νου Κο]μ[νηνοῦ] 


648. Ἰωάννης Ταρωνίτης σεβαστός (XII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra-Kalarash. D. 21-23 (over 23 ) 2 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. The blank was irregularly shaped and the strike was off-center. 
Ed. Barnea. Noi sigilii. no 18; liopaanos, Ceractu, Νο 19; Jordanov, E Names, no.706. 
Parallels; Amxaues, Hemopuueckoe suauenue, ταδῃ. VIL17; Unpublished in the collections of: DO. 
55. |. 3342; Shaw no 394 (1309-1310); IFEB, no 9; Zacos, IH, no 1596. They are of the same type and 
presumably from the same boulloterion. 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla : MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
NE | NAR’O’MO. | TOOCONWTO | CERAYWTW |ΤΑΡΩΝΙ 
[-Aéonoi]va β(οή)θ(ει) µο[ι] τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) σεβαστῷ τῷ 
Ταρωνί(τη) 


649-650. Ἰωσὴφ σεβαστός (XII c.) 


649. A plaster cast from the collection of prof. T. Gerasimov. A note on its back reads: Haskovo, the museum, 
1958. Currently the original is missing. D. 25-29 (24)? mm. Good imprint, but made slightly above, as a 
result of which the head of the saint remained out of the blank. 

Ed. ViopnanoB-A1a/DKOB, Χαοκοβοκο, I, Ne 12; lopnanos, Cesactu, Ne 20. 


650. An original similar to the cast in the collection of a collector from Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 
mm. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cesacru, Ne 21. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set 
on the ground. Inscription in two columns: O-ATT-OC-O-€ || A.-PO-C 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
MAPTV.| ΟΕΒΑΘῸΝ | IQCHOAI | ASXAP' 
Μάρτυ[ς] σεβαστῶν 'Ioono δίδου χάρ(ιν) 


The data are insufficient for searching in the narrative sources. 


651-652. Κωνσταντῖνος Δούκας σεβαστός (XII-XIII c.) 


651. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 144. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 29-31 (30) 3.1 mm, W. 20.76 g. It 
appears to be in a poor state of preservation. Its letters are corroded and indistinct. 
Ed. Wopzianos, Cesactnu, Νο 22; Jordanov, ΕΓ Names, no. 201. 


652. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 42. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-32 (29 ?) 4 mm. W. 21.09 g. Well- 
centered imprint in a poor state of preservation. Only the letters on the channel swelling are partially 
preserved. The identification is based on the above better preserved specimen. 

Unpublished. 

We cannot say with any certitude whether they come from the same pair of dies. 

Parallels: Konstantopoulos, no. 429d; Stavrakos, no. 70 (struck in the same boulloterion and in the 
same state of preservation); Zacos, III, no. 1770 (struck in a different boulloterion or a different pair of 
dies, in a superb state of preservation). 


Obv. St. George on horseback r., holding a spear on shoulder (τ. hand) and the lead (1. 
hand). On either side of his head, an inscription of horizontal lines: ©-T'-€-@ || Γ.-.. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
651) «pPATICMA | .OVKACERAYS | KONTANTINS | ONIICPAOAHTA | 
EKTIACHCRAA |... PVOV 


652)... ATIC. . |... KAC€RA. .|]. .. . ANT... |.. . €PAOAH. .| 


241 


ο ο donat] ο ο 
[Σ]φράγισμα [Δ]ούκα σεβαστοῦ Κωνσταντίνου ὄνπερ ἀθλητὰ ἐκ πάσης 
βλά[βης] ῥύου 


653. Κωνσταντῖνος Καμύτζης σεβαστός (1130s-1140s) 


RHM-Blagoevgrad. Found on the land of the village of Valkosel, near Kaleto locality, Blagoevgrad region. D. 
32-32 (24) ? mm. Good imprint and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Kemaaos, K., Hukozob, Π. Busantuiicxu ΜΟΠΜΒΠΟΒΥΠ or c. ΒΈπκοσθῃ, ΡΠΔΡΟΕΒΓΡΔΠΕΚΟ.-ΜΠΚ, 4, 
1966, 14-15 (the photo is in negative); Mopaanos, Cesactu, Ne 23; Jordanov, £ Names, no. 259. 
Parallels: Seibt, Bleisiegel, no 171; Oikonomides, Seals, p. 4, 2 a-d (DO: 58. 106. 1263; 58. 106. 1777; 
58, 106. 3610; Fogg A. M., no 500, 507); Cheynet-Zacos, III, no 82. All specimens are struck in the 
same boulloterion, despite some differences in the Dumbarton Oaks ones, which however are due to later 
deformations; Leontiades, Thessalonika, no. . 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP l| OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ OKCR'O'| KONSANTI | NWCERATO | TOKAMY | TZH 

+ O(eotd)Ke βοήθει Κωνσταντίνῳ σεβαστῷ τῷ Καμύτζη 





654. Κωνσταντῖνος Κλάδων σεβαστός (XII-XIII c.) 


Private collection (Slavei Petrov from Haskovo). Find-spot: the Chala fortress near the village of Goliam Izvor, 
Haskovo region. D. 34-35 (31) 3 mm. Good imprint and a very well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Wopnanos, M. 3a kysta Ha cs. Teopru ὁ Κουπεριώτης οΠοΡρεΠ ΠΔΗΗΗΤΕ Ha HAKOW BH3aHTHHCKH 
ueuarn.-IIBA, 2, 1993, 166-169; Viopnanos, Cenacru, Ne 24; Jordanov, E Names, no. 318. 
Parallels: An unpublished bulla with the same iconographic subject and a text very similar to ours but 
yet, as it seems, coming from a different matrix is preserved in the collection DO 60. 105. 3051. It is 
possible that the boulloterion itself was retooled. 


Obv. St. George of Kouperiotes standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting 
on ἃ shield set on the ground. Inscription in two columns: 
O-AT"-F-€-QP-TFI-Os||O-K8-II€-PI-O-- T-Hs : O ἅγίιος) Γεώργιος ὁ Κουπεριώτης 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| CDPATIC | CERACTS | KAAAONOC | KOONTAN| THN : - 

+ Σφραγὶς σεβαστοῦ Κλάδονος Κωνσταντήνου 





655. Κωνστλατῖνος Ῥαοὺλ Δούκας σεβαστός (late XII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia , no.29853. Find-spot: Russe region, according to the reported information. 
Whether it comes from a reliable source is a different matter. D. 36-38 (29) 2.5 mm. Good imprint, but 
cracked along the channel. 

Ed. Wopaanos, CenacrH, Νο 25; Jordanov, F Names, no. 596. 

Parallels: Mordtmann, EDX, 7,1874, p. 81; Laurent, Bulles metriques, no. 483 [Shaw no 1137]; 
Maksimovic, L. Pecat Konstantina Raula.- 36opuuk noceemen na Boocxo Babuu, Mpunen, 1986, 139- 
141. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
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ΜΗ C@PATIC | MAKAIKV | PWCICAC | DAAES’A | TH 
Rev; Inscription of five lines: 
PAOVA | CERAYS | AOVKTS | KONSTAN | -ΤΙΝ8- 
+ Σφράγισµα καὶ κύρωσις ἀσφαλεστάτη Ῥαοὺλ. σεβαστοῦ Δούκα τοῦ 
Κωνστλντίνου 


656, Κωνσταντῖνος Σαρακινόπουλος σεβαστός (XII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.24121. Find-spot: unknown. D. 37-42 (32) 4 mm. Perhaps once a good 
"imprint, but now in a poor state of preservation. Battered, perforated and damaged on the surface. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cesactu, Ne 26; Jordanov, F Names, no. 640. 
Parallels: Juxaues, Bozomamepu, ο. 434, ταθπ. IV.18; Laurent, Bulles metriques, no 213; Zacos, [|], no 
1628 (the latter is unpublished and was struck in a different boulloterion or pair of dies). 


Öbv. The Virgin standing holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP-OV. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+| KUONME | TONCER.... | AZIAN... | CAPAKI..II8 | AONQ..PH | CKENOIC 
+ Κων(σταντῖνον) µε tov σεβ[αστὸν] ἀξίαν τὸν Σαρακι[νό]πουλον ὦ [Κό]ρη, 
σκέποις 





657-659. Μανουὴλ Βοτανειάτης σεβαστός (early XII c.) 


657. RHM-Pernik, no. 359. Found in the course of excavations of the medieval fortress near the town in square 
V/163 at a depth of 0.60-0.80 m on 28" May 1970. D. 23-25 (22) 3 mm. Good but incomplete imprint. 
Bulla in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. YOpykona, Πορηνκ, II, 123-126; liopnanos, Cesactu, Ne 27; Jordanov, F Names, no. 117. 


658. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 39. Purchased for the collection of the Archaeological Institute and 
Museum from a goldsmith from Sofia. D. 32-32 (22) ? mm. Incomplete and blurred imprint. The first 
letters of almost every line are out of the blank. 

Ed. ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ, Teuarn, Ne 19; Ιἤορπαμοβ, Cesactn, Ne 28; Jordanov, F Names, πο. 118. 


659. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 54. Found in the vicinity of Radomir. D. 25-25 (22) ? mm. Complete 
imprint but in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Myuimos, [Ieuaru, Ne 19; Hopaanos, Cesacru, Ne 29; Jordanov, F Names, no. 119. 
The three bullae were struck with the same pair of dies. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 626, no. 4; eight other unpublished specimens are kept in various 
collections in the world: DO. 58.106. 5307; Fogg A. Μ., nos. 123, 710, 1937, 2119; Shaw no. 1022; 
Zacos, Ill, nos. 1706, 1716. They were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. The Virgin standing half-turned 1. on a souppedion, holding Christ on r. arm. Sigla: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+@KER’O’| ΜΑΝΒΗΛ | CERACTO) | TOROTA | NEIATH 
ΣΘ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Μανουὴλ. σεβαστῷ τῷ Βοτανειάτῃ 


660. Μιχαὴλ. ᾽Ατουέμης σεβαστός (XIII-XIV c.) 
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RHM-Yambol. no. H 1034. Currently in the exhibition of the National Historical Museum in Sofia, from where 
I obtained a plaster cast. The original was found in the stronghold near the village of Pravdino, Yambol 
region. D.33-37 (over 32) 5 mm. An overall complete and distinct imprint but some of the relief parts, 
such as the face of the archangel, are obliterated. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Cesacru, Ne 30; Jordanov, F Names, no. 68. 

Parallels: & bulla struck with the same boulloterion and commented on by almost all eminent specialists 
in the field of the Byzantine sigillography is stored in the Athens Numismatic Museum: Froehner, no. 12. 
He has assumed that the seal belonged to a certain sebastos Angelos; Schlumberger, Sig., p. 584, no. 31, 
and is hesitant regarding the patronym Angelos; Konstantopulos, no 493 is of the same opinion, but later 
in a marginal note to a specimen in his book in the possession of the Athens Numismatic Museum he adds 
that a better preserved specimen was shown to him by Mr. C. Asimos, a deputy from the Cyclades islands, 
with a preserved last line containing the inscription AT8EMHN, which might be the owner's family 
name: Laurent, Metr., no 34, being unfamiliar with that marginal note, adopts Schlumberger's view, 
but limits the dating to the XIIth-XIIth (7) c.; three unpublished bullae are stored in Zacos collection, III, 
n0.16350. All six (along with ours) were struck in the same boulloterion or the same pair of dies. 


Obv. Archangel Michael standing on a souppedion with nimbus, wings and ruler's insignia. 
He props himself with r. hand on a labarum with a long handle and holds a globus with 
a cross above, at τ. the sigla: 

Rev. Inscription in six lines: 
.. XWNMI| ΧΑΗΛΤΑΓΜΑ | TONSPANI(Q. | DPOVPEIMIX. | 
HACCBA*'ON | ATSCMHN 
[ Ap]xov Μιχαὴλ ταγμάτων οὐρανίω[ν] φρούρει Μιχ[α]ηλ. σεβαστὸν 
᾿Ατουέμην 


660A. Mivana Στρυφνός σεβαστός (XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna ). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-36 (30 ?) 3.5 mm. Half preserved, 
rounded and holed at the upper end. Suspended as an icon or weight. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 677. 
Parallels : Zacos, Seals , I, no. 2748 bis; Auction Schenk-Behrens 76, 26-28. 11. 1998, no. 496; Fogg, 
A. M. no. 833 (unpublished). Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Standing figure of a military saint (St. Theodore) and traces of the inscription 
containing his name visible in the right preserved half. The left half should have 
contained the depiction of St. Hykanithos standing, with both hands swinging an axe 
on r. to fell the tree. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
pn D dice ος, ACTPA | ...... ΕΝΘΑΔΕ | ......CERA |... AKAI |... NE 
Ἐ[ΣΦρα]γὶς β[εβαιοῖ τ]ὰς γρα[φὰς τὰς] ἐνθάδε [Στρυφνοῦ] σεβα[στοῦ 
Μιχαὴ]λ καὶ [κρατύν]ει 


661-663. Νικηφόρος Δούκας σεβαστός (ΧΗ c.) 


661. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 2441. Found by a citizen of the town and passed on to the museum 
in 1942. D.29-29 (30) 3 mm. W.17.75 g. Blank smaller than the diameter of the dies. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 31; liopaanos, CesacrH, Ne 31; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 204. 


662. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 5447. D. 26-28 mm. W. 12.28 g. Well-centered but unsuccessful 
imprint. Indistinct letters. The identification is based on the other two specimens. 
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Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 32; ΗΟΡΠΔΗΟΒ, Cesacru, Ne 32; Jordanov, £ Names, πο. 205. 


663. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30073. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Dobri Dol, 
Plovdiv region. D. 31-31 (30) 3.5 mm. Superb imprint and a seal in fine condition. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no.33; ltopnanos, Cesactu, Ne 33; Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 20; Jordanov, F 
Names, no. 206. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP-OV. 
Κον. Inscription of seven lines. 
.*.| CPPATIC | CERA*8NIKH| ΦΟΡδΤΕΔΕΚΑ | PIZANFENOVC | 
€XONTOCEK | RACIAE | ON 
+Zopayic σεβαστοῦ Νικηφόρου τοῦ Δούκα ρίζαν γένους ἐχοντος ἐκ 
βασιλέων 


663A. Νικηφόρος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστός (XI-XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 (22) 3 mm. W. 8.00 g. Fairly good 
imprint. Only the first line was left out of the blank. The bulla is broken in two parts. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 347. 
Parallels: A seal that could be a parallel to our specimen was originally published in Schlumberger, 
Inedite, V, p. 43. no. 325, but without a photo available. [t was republished by Laurent in Bulletin, I, p. 
651, no. 10, later also included in Bulle metriques, no. 206. Both publishers accept that the first two lines 
record the standard invocation: + Κ(ύρι)ε βοήδει, which does not correspond to the further metrical 
text. On the basis of our seal we emend this reading and add the title of Nikephoros Komnenos. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding spear (τ. hand), his l. hand resting on a 
shield set on the ground. Vertical inscription: ...... || MI-TP-I-OC : [Ὁ ἄίγιος) 
Δη]μίτριος. 

Rev. Inscription in eight lines: 
+COP....| CERACT8 | KOMNHNSNI | KH®OPOVON | CAICAITAIC | 
CKEIIOIC | MAPTVC | KV 
+Zop[ayic] σεβαστοῦ Κομνηνοῦ Νικηφόρου ðv σαῖς λιταῖς σκέποις μάρτυς 
κ(αλλί)ν(ικε) 


664. Στέφανος Βατάτζης σεβαστός (ΧΗ/ΧΗΙ c.) 


Private collection (Slavei Petrov from Haskovo). Found in the Chala fortress near the village of Goliam Izvor, 
Haskovo region. D. 34-34 (27) 3 mm. Superb engraving of the matrixes and a superb imprint. 
Ed. Hopranos-AnamKos, XackoBcko, I, Ne 3; Hopaanos, Cepactu, Ne 35; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 
99, 
Parallels: Henning-Muller, A. Bizans imparator ailerine ait kursun muhurler.-Bu/ten, 29-30, 1991, 31- 
38, no. 2; Unpublished in the collection of IFEB, no. 9. Struck in the same pair of dies. 


Obv. The Virgin orans standing frontally on a souppedion with a medallion of Christ on her 
breast. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἩΟΕΒΑΘῸΝ | RATATZHN| ΦΕΦΑΝΟΝΙΠΑΡΘΕΝΕ|ΟΚΕΠΕ 
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«Σεβαστὸν Βατάτζην Στεφάνον, Παρθένε σκέπε 


665. Πανθήριος (7) Κομνηνοδουκάς σεβαστός (XII c.) 


Private collection (Ivan Tsankov from Asenovgrad). Find-spot: uncertain, some place in the Haskovo region. 
D. 44-44 mm. Well-centered but slightly slipped imprint. Some of the peripheral letters are doubled. A 
brittle blank, punctured with corrosion. The surface of the bulla is in a perfect state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanos, ΚοΜΗΗΗΗ-ΑΗΡΕΠΗ, Ne 22, c.48; Jordanov, £ Names, no. 352. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+1.. PATIC j.. RAVOV |.. PDVPAC |... ΕΚΓΟ |- N8 - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
KOMNHN | NOAOVKA | OHPIQN .| MOVME | N8 
Ε[Σφ]ραγὶς [σε]βαστοῦ [πο]ρφύρας [τοῦ] ἐκγόνου 
Κομνηνοδούκα θηριων[υ]μουμένου 


ab) σεβαστοκρατόρισσα 


A wife of σεβαστοκράτωρ. A title established by Alexios I Komnenos after his 
enthronement in 1081. It is the highest after that of the emperor. Alexios Komnenos’ elder 
brother Isaakios was first honored with it. It retained its significance in the XIIth c. as well, 
when the emperor’s sons were honored with it. 

Lit. Ferjancic, B. Sevastocratori u Vizantiji.-ZRVI,11, 1968, 141-192; Kazdan, A. P. 
Sevastokratory i despoty v Vizantii XII v.-ZRVT, 14-15,1973, 41-44; OBD, p. 1862. 


666. Εἰρήνη (Κομνηνή) σεβαστοκρατόρισσα (XII c.) 


Historical Museum. Nova Zagora, no. 976. Find-spot: the land of the village of Karanovo, Nova Zagora region. 
D. 30.5-32 (26) ? mm. Very good imprint and a bulla in a very good state of preservation. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Hosa 3aropa, Ne 2; Hopsanos, Cesactn, Ne 39; Jordanov, F. Names, πο. 320. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
- | KOCMST€ | KSCATHNIPH | ΝΗΠΑΡΘΕΝΕ | CCERAN'OKPATO | 
PICANEIPH | NHNCKE | ..C 
Κόσμου τεκοῦσα τὴν (£)iprivnv Παρθένε σεβαστοκρατόρισίσ)αν Εἰρήνην 
σκέπ[οι]ς 


ac) σεβαστοκράτωρ 
667. Ἰωάννης Δούκας σεβαστοκράτωρ (XIII c.) 


Private collection (Varna). Find-spot: discovered in the central part of northern Bulgaria. The lead seal is 
generally in a satisfactory state of preservation. D . 34-38 (30) 3-4.5 mm, W. 24.00 g. The obverse 
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contains a well-preserved bust of Christ Emanuel facing, although its surface was slightly damaged most 
.. probably by a mechanical strike which damaged the upper part of the seal, The inscription on the reverse 

is indistinct, in a poor condition and as a whole it seems this is a case of casting an original which renders 

the reading rather arbitrary. 

Ed. Kenes, H. HoBoorkpur ceBacTOKpaTopcka ΟΠΟΒΕΗ rregar or TepuTopuata Ha Lledtpanua Cepepya 

Benrapua.- C6. B. Χαραπαμοε, Lymen, 2008, 153-163. 

No parallels known 















Oby. Bust of Christ, facing; wears chiton and himation; blessing (r. hand) and holding a 
scroll (1. hand). Sigla : IC-XC. Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-€M-MA | 
N8-HA: Ἰ(ησοῦ)ς Χ(ριστὸ)ς ὁ Ἐμμανονήλ 

Rey. Inscription of seven lines: 

+ CPOPAT |... VPOVE.|KA..... ΓΡΑΦ |.. AOVKACERA | 
CTOKPAToP |... THP..|.. AN.. 

+ Σφραγ[ὶς κ]υροῦ ε[ὐ]κλ[εοῦς κ(α)ὶ] γραφ[ὰς] Δούκα σεβαστοκράτωρ [καὶ] 
τηρ[οῦ Io]&v[vov] 


In the publication cited above an attempt 15 made at attributing the seal to John Doukas 
Angelos, illegitimate son of despotes Michael II of Epiros and sovereign ruler of Thessaly 
(1268/71-1289/96). . . 

At the present state of investigation I will refrain from commentary due to much 
indetermination. 


ad) σεβαστοφόρος 
An individual position, whose name is composed of the title σεβαστός and the verb 
φέρειν (carry) meaning a person who carries the emperor's flag and is his personal envoy or 
public crier announcing his enthronement. There are known analogies as early as the Roman 
empire from the time of Tiberios Π (14-37), when the sebastophoroi carried gonfalons with 
the image of the emperor (Guilland, R. Le sebastophore: ὁ σεβαστοφόρος.- REB, 21,1963, 
199-207; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 308). 
It is absent from the taktikon of Uspenskij (842-843), Philotheos (899) and Beneshevich 
(934-944). It is first presented in the taktikon of Escurial (-975), which gave grounds to 
assume that it was established between 963 and 975 (Oikonomides, Listes, S 263.11). It is 
of a fairly high rank, since it occupies the second place after the proedros from the positions 
intended for eunuchs (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 303). It is assumed that the first titular was 
Romanos Lakapenos, son of Stephanos and grandson of Romanos I Lakapenos (921-944). 

This personal position quickly developed into a title still in the XIth c., when it was held 
by many dignitaries charged with various duties in the Palace and subsequently by provincial 
officials as well (Oikonomides, Evolution, p. 127). It became obsolete and is not mentioned 
in the sources in the XIIth c. (its last mention is in one of Tzetzes’ letters, Epistule, no 43, p. 
63.12). 

There are two seals of sebastophoroi among the Byzantine seals from Bulgaria: 
1. George, sebastophoros and protovestiarios (no.266) 
2. John, sebastophoros and epikernis (no. 224) 


2 
| 


ο. 


E] 


ae) σιλεντάριος 
A court office whose name derives from the literal translation of the Latin equivalent 
‘silentium’, i.e. one who imposes silence among those present at the appearance of the 
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emperor. Silentiarior were organized in a corps which acted as a military guarding unit in 
extreme situations, for example, the rebellion against Justinian I (527-565). It became a title. 
It is last mentioned in the taktikon of Philotheos (899) occupying one of the last positions 
after spatharios and mandatores. Its last mention is during the reign of Nikephoros II (963- 
969). 

Lit. Bury, Svstem, 24-25; Guilland, Titres, XVII, 33-46; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 296; 
Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 318. 


668. Ἰωάννης σιλεντάριος (VII-VIII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia (?). Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 20-20 (18) 2 mm. Very good imprint 
and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. ΜΙΥΗΙΜΟΒ, fleuara Ne 29 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5 ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines : 
*IOA| NNHCIA | €NTA | PIQ) 
ἙΘεοτόκε βοήθη Ἰωάννῃ σιλενταρίῳ 


668A. Νικήτας σιλεντάριος (IX c.) 


In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-23 mm. Good imprint. Cracked and chipped. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Ob. Cruciform invocative monogram (PLLS).In the quarters: TQ)-CQ || ..- AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines : 

+NIK | HTACIA | €NTAP | ION 

ἙΘεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ [δού]λῳ Νικήτᾳ σιλενταρίων 


af) σπαθάριος 


A sward-bearer from the emperor’s bodyguard initially consisting only of eunuchs and 
after the VIth c. of non-eunuchs as well. Toward the VHth c., it was already a title which 
gradually descended the hierarchical stairs. It is not presented in the Escurial taktikon. Its 
last mention in the written sources is in 1075. 

Lit. Bury, System, 112-113; Oikonomides, Listes, 297-298; Seibt, Bleisiegel, 321- 


322 


669. Βαρβάρας σπαθάρισσα (IX-X c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest (from the former Papahagi’s collection). Find-spot: Silistra region. 
One side of a silver matrix-seal in the form of a sea-shell for stamping soft materials like wax or others. 
Diameter of the engraved field: 13 mm. 

Ed. Barnea, Sigilti, no 10. 
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No parallels known. 


Oby, Unclear image. 


Rev, Inscription of four lines: 
+ RAP| RAPACC | ΠΑΘΑΡΙ EAC 
+ Βαρβάρας σπαθρέας 


The owner of this silver seal is Barbara spatharissa, wife of a spatharios unknown to 


us. In contrast to the previous cases concerning imprints, this is a case of a proper seal for 


making imprints on a soft material, most probably wax. Such seals were in common use 
both in Byzantium and medieval Bulgaria mostly in the period IXth-Xth centuries. A similar 
seal is known having belonged to the Bulgarian ruler Micho Asen (1256-?), see Ñopaanos, 
Kopnvc, ο. 113, L7. 

Unlike the previous cases, the discovery in Dristra (provided it 1s authentic and the 
seal was not subsequently carried there) is evidence to the fact that the Barbara spatharissa 
in question sojourned in Dristra in person, where she lost her seal. Otherwise, it should be 
assumed that it was taken away from her and somehow reached Dristra for example as a 
booty. Silver never changes and is always valued. 

The publisher of this proper seal proposes dating to the XIIth c., which in the light 
of the above information is open to criticism. Most probably the seal of the spatharissa 
Barbara should be dated to the IXth-Xth c. She was perhaps a widow who had to impress her 
correspondence on various occasions with the present seal. 


670. Θεόδωρος σπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17604. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-26 (20 ) 3 mm. 
W. 7.30 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 110. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | HOEITW | COAOV | -AW- 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
-.- |G€OAQ | POCIIA | ΘΑΡΙΩ | -Χ- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοδώρῳ σπαθαρίῳ 


671. Ἰωάννης β᾽σπαθάριος (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14645. Formerly in the collection of Dinko Tanchev from Stara Zagora. Probable find-spot: 
Maritsa or Simeonovgrad. D. 20-21 (21) 3 mm. W. 7.70 g. Imprint in a superb state of preservation; some 
letters remained out of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.176. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two border of dots: 
+ KEROHOHTOCWAOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
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-> -| IWAN NHR'A'CIIA | OAPHO 
+ Κώρι)ε βοήθη το σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἰωάννη β᾽σπαθαρίῳ 


672-676. Μισαὴλ σπαθάριος (X-XI c.) 


672. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 2396. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-23 (22 ) 2 
mm. W. 5, 54 g. Well-preserved, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 111. 


673. RHM-Shumen. no. 14762. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav or 
Smjadovo. D. 24-24.5 (20 ) 2 mm. W. 6.30 g. Well-preserved, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 177 


674. RHM-Shumen, no. 14962.1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. 


D. 12.5-21.5 (7) 2 mm. W. 3.22 g. Fragment larger than a half, but holed at one side and suspended on a 
document. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 178. 


675. RHM-Shumen. no. 14966/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
21-22 (20 ) 3 mm. W. 6.48 g. Complete imprint of subsequently effaced parts. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 179. 


676. RHM-Shumen., no. 15254. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. D. 22-25 (22) 3 mm. W. 
7.52 y. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova. no. 180. 
The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parullels known. 


Qhv. Border of pellets within double border of dots. In center, a rosace forming a cross 
with equal arms. Circular inscription: + ΚΕΕΟΗΘΙΤΩΟΩΔΟΝΥΛΩ 

Rev. Border of pellets within double border of dots. In center, a cruciform monogram, 
including the title: C Π A © P. In the quarters: MI-CA || H-A 
Joint and completed, the inscription on either side of the seal is the following: 
ΕΚ(ώρι)ε BonO(e) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Μισαὴλ σπαθ(α)ρ(ίῳ) 


677. Νικηφόρος f" σπαθάριος (650-750) 


Archaeological Museum, Nesebar, no.191. Find-spot: the town (?). D. 22-23 (23 ?) 3.9 mm. W. 12.74 g. 
Complete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obhv. Inscription of three lines: 
+ OKEBO | HOEITWA | 8AWCS 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
NIKH® | OPOBAC | IAIKOCIT | ...PH@ |- - 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ δούλῳ σου Νικηφόρῳ βασιλικῷ σπ[αθα]ρίῳ 


Zacos Collection contains other bullae with the same text but different lettering having 
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belonged perhaps to the same individual (see Zacos, Seals, I, nos. 952-953). 
ag) σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος 


A title composed of the merging of σπαθάριος and κανδιδᾶτος. It is first attested as 
à whole word in the documents from the first half of the IXth c. It is higher than spatharios 
and kandidatos taken separately, but is lower than protospatharios. It is not presented in the 
taktikon of Escurial. It had though limited distribution in the XIth c. as well. Its last mention 
in the sources is in 1093. 

Lit. Bury, System, 26-27; Oikonomides, Listes, 292, 297, n. 60. 


678-682. Ανδρέας β)σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (IX-X c.) 


678, National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 31336. Offered for purchase by S. Zhechev from Shumen. Find- 
spot: the land of the village of Nadarevo. Archaeological excavations were later carried out there. D. 
23-25 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 


679, RHM-Shumen, no. 14810. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska ?. 
D.20-21 (20) 4 mm. W. 11.22 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 181. 


680. RHM-Shumen, no. 14898/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. 
D.20.5-21 (20) 3.9 mm. W. 9.22 g. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 182. 


681. RHM-Shumen, no. 14898/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. 
D.20-21 (20 ?) 3 mm. W. 10.74 g. Struck off-center; 4-5 mm displacement of the obv. in relation to the 
rev. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 183 


682. RHM-Shumen, no. 15457. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. 
D. 21-21 (?) 3 mm. W. 7. 94 g. Complete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: HC || ev. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ ANA | PCARACI | AIKQ)CTIA | OAPOKA | NAHA’ 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει Ανδρέᾳ βασιλικῷ σπαθαροκανδηδ(άτῳ) 


The dating of the seal is generally to the [Xth-Xth c. A bulla of an individual by the same 
name and title with a similar dating but a different position of hetaireiarches was discovered 
in the course of archaeological excavations in Preslav, see no. 350. A question poses itself: 
is it not one and the same person that is concerned? 


683. Αργυρὸς β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (IX-X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18421. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-25 (20.5 ) 3 mm. 
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W. 9. 95 g. Good imprint. The obv. is more effaced perhaps due to weak striking. 
Ed. Vopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 112. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (τ. hand) and holding a long cross (l. hand). Remains 
of vertical and circular inscriptions. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ APEV | POR’CITA | OAP'KAN | AIAAT' | 000 
+ Αργυρῷ β'σπαθαρ(ο)κανδηδάτ(φ) Ἢ 


684. Γρηγόριος β᾽ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X c.) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no.150. Found in the course of excavations of the kommerkia of Develtos, 
sector Γ-Π1, square 71, at a depth of 0.20 m. D. 7 21-22 (20) 3.5 mm. W. 9.89 g. Well-centered and well- 
executed imprint, but the letters on the rev. are indistinct. That is in a result perhaps of a subsequent 
wearing off of the bulla. 

Ed. Wopnanos, /Ieseam, Ne 9. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (Ρ|.[.5); in the quarters : T0)-CQ) || AB-ACQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+PPHTO | PIOR'CTIA | OAPOKA. |..AAT" 

+Osotóke βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γρηγορίῳ β'᾽σπαθαρωκα[νδι]δάτίφ) 


685-689. Δαμιανός β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 


685. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 26234. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-26.5 (17 and 
19 )2.5 mm. W. 9.93 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Folded in the boulloterion at the striking. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 113. 

686. RHM-Shumen. no. 14214. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: the Strategia 
of Preslav. D. 24-27 (17 and 19) 3 mm. W. 9.46 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Folded in the boulloterion at 
the striking. 

Feed. Hopaanos, [Ipecaae, Ne 114; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 184. 


687. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 252. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 12-23 (17 and 19) 
1.3 mm. Half of a good imprint. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Ipecaae, Ne 115. 


688. RHM-Shumen, no.14900. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Fragment larger than a 
half. D. 23-25 (21 7) 4 mm. W. 8.50 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 185. 


689, Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 29211. Found in the course of excavations supervised by 
T. Mihailova in the so called Administrative building of Preslav, southern sector, square 11, on 1’ June 
2006. W. 7. 60 g. Half of an overstruck seal folded in two. Only casual deformed letters are visible from 
the understrike made in reverse direction. 


Rev. Inscription of five or six lines: 


252 











H 
| 
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Unpublished. 
The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Border of pellets within double border of dots. In center, a rosace forming a cross with 
equal arms. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
1-4. + KCRO|HO'AAMIA | NOR'CIIAO | APKANAH | AATO 
5. +KER. | ΘΔΑΜ. .| .ΟΝ ΠΑ .| . PKAN ..| . ATO 
-K(ópu)e βοήθ(ει) Δαμιανο β σπαθαρ(ο)κανδηδάτο 


690-692. Θεόδοτος Στουπειότης σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (XI c.) 


690. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18548. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-24 (over 21) 
3 mm. W. 12.64 g. Incomplete imprint. Almost all initial letters remained out of the blank. 
Ed. Hopaauos, Προσπαθ, Ne 116; Jordanov, F Names, no.678. 


691. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17697. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-23 (over 21) 
2.5 mm. W. 10.15 g. Incomplete imprint, but nevertheless more successful than the above. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Προσπαθ, Νο 17; Jordanov, E Names, no.679. 


692. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna) Find-spot: Preslav ? D. 24-26 (22) 3.5 mm. W. 9.50 g. Incomplete 
and blurred imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Ε Names, no.679A. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Seibt-Zarnitz, no 3.2.7. 


Obv. Bust of St. Menas, bearded, nimbate, wearing a divitision and a chlamys and holding a 
martyr’s cross in front of his chest. Vertical inscription: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο’ || M-H-N.-. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| BEOAD | T'CIIAGA | POKANAA’| TOCTSTIII | -OTI - 
ἜΘεόδωτ(ος) σπαθαροκανδ(ι)δ(ᾶ)τ(ος) ὁ Στουπ(ε)ιότι(ς) 








Το supplement my previous publication I can add the lead die or seal published by 
Grünbard, M. Verbreitung und Funktion Byzantinisher Mettalstempel.- Siegel und 
Siegler, Akten des 8. Internationalen Symposion ftir Byzantinische Sigillographie, , Berliner 
Byzantinische Studien, 7, Berlin, 2005, S.103 abb.6. It is quite possible that it belonged to 
same individual. . 


693. Θεοφύλακτος BP’ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15240. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska or Preslav. 
D.16-18.5 (over 19) 2.5 mm. W. 4.66 g . Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Porous 
surface. The letters of the inscription are in low relief and uncertain. This renders the reading uncertain. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 186. 

No parallels known 
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Obv. Ornament of a band in the form of a rosette. Around it, a circular inscription: 
ER o sss AOVAQ). 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


ΕΚ(ύρυ[ε βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ] δούλῳ [Θεο]φυλάκτῳ β'σπαθαρ(ο)κανδ(ι)δ(ά)το 


694-695. Ἰάκωβος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (IX c.). 


694. Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov, Elkhovo). Deposited by the police in the National Historical 
Museum. Solia. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village Melnitsa, district of Elkhovo. D. 25-26 nun 
Weak imprint, poorly preserved. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitza. no. 25. 

693. Private collection (N, Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of. RHM-Shumen in December 
2007). Find-spot Preslav. D. 175-22. (202) 3.8 mm. W. 8.96 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state ol 
preservation. 

Unpublishcd 
Both specimens were struck in a same bulloterion. 


Vo parallels known. 


Oby. Bust of the Virgin, holding a medallion of Christ before her. No sigla. Circular inscription 
along a border of dots: 
"OKCROHO........ 
"T EN ων 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
l.-o- | IAK 1. ROR'CIT|. OAPOKA | . AIAAT'| + 
2.—o- | TIAK | OROR'CIT| AOAPOKA | NAIAAT | + 
Ἑ-Θγ(εοτό)κε βοήθ[ει τῷ σ]ῷ δ(ούλῳ) Ἰακόβο β᾿σπαθαροκανδιδάτ(ῳ) 





696. Ἰωάννης σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (end of X c.). 


Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-22 mm. Weak imprint, but well- 
preserved. 
Cnpublished. 


Vo parallels known. 


Obv., Bust of St. Theodore holding a martyr's cross in r. hand. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
1 COMAS WCAG PP KANAA’ 
[^ Κεώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) [Πω(άννῃ) σπαθ(α)ρ(ο)κανδ(υδ(άτῳ) 


The dating is in conformity with the iconography of St. Theodore as a martyr, which is 
earlier than that as a warrior. 
697. Ἰωάννης Θυλακῶς σπαθαροκανδῖδατος (second half, XI c.) 


RHM:- Yambol, no. If 4552. Found in the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda, Sliven region, D. 26-28 
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(22) 3.1 mm. W. 12.85 g. Poorly centered imprint. The imprint of the reverse is both off-centered and 
double-struck, which makes the reading difficult. The bulla itself is in a poor state of preservation and 
punctured with corrosion. 

Ed Jordanov. Zlati Voyvoda, no. 15; Jordanov, £ Names, no.238. 

No parallels known. 


^v, Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
®-.-.K-O || ..... 
^, Inscription of five lines: 
,, €R'O'.CTIA | ..OKAN | . TWOV | AAKA | - o- 
[-Κ(ύρυ]ε β(οήθει) [Ἰω(άννη)] σπα[θαρ]οκαν[δ(ι)δ(άτῳ)] τῷ Θυλακά 


In his review (BZ, 101, S. 822) W. Seibt supplements the cursus honorm proposed by me: 
|, σπαθαροκανδῖδατος (mid-XI c.) 

à. σπαθαροκανδῖδατος, ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κρητὴς Λικανδοῦ (1050s) 

3, πατρίκιος, βέστης, ὕπατος καὶ κρητῆς Ὀψικίου (1060s-1070s) 

The highest to date in John Thylaka’s career - 

4, πατρίκιος, ἀνθύπατος, βέστης, ὕπατος καὶ ἐπείκτης Ὀψικίου, but he failed to 
report where he had found this information. 














698-699. Ἰωάννης Ῥωμανάκης σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (XI c.) 


698. RHM-Silistra, no.89. D. 25-26 (17) 3 mm. Well-centered and well-executed imprint, but made on an older 
bulla. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Silistra, IV, Ne 7; Jordanov, F. Names, no.599. 


699, RHM-Dobrich, no. I 1300. D. 22.5-23 (17) 3 mm. Good imprint made on an older bulla as the above. 
Ed. VWopaanuos. Silistra, IV, Ne 8; Jordanov, F£ Names, no.600. 

No parallels known. 

Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion, besides, over bullae of one person, from which 
original strike one can still see: 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: | O-.-I-K || .-.-A-O. Circular inscription within a border of dots. .CROH 


Kev. Inscription of four lines: 
ate. | Q)....... | ATETI...MA | ITAARIS 
[+] K(Wpvle βοή[θει τῷ σῷ] δούλ(φ) [Νικολά]ῳ κ]αὶ ἐπ[ὶ τοῦ] μαγγλαβίου 


We can identify this incomplete depiction and text with a bulla of the same characteristics 
also found in Silistra (see no.318 here). 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael, beardless, wearing a divitision and a loros, holding a scepter (r. 
hand) and a globus cruciger (l. hand). Sigla: M - X. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

* IA | N'R'CITAO'| KANAA'T'| OPOM |. 

+ Iwav(vnc) β'σπαθ(αρο)κανδί(ι)δ(ᾶτος) o Ῥομ(α)[ν(άκης)] 
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700-701. Παλατῖνος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 


700, REIM-Silistra, no. 2 [363]. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-24 (20) 3 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good state 


of preservation, but the obv. is worn off 


701. National Historical Museum, Bucharest (former Papahagi collection). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 23-23 (20) 3 
min, Good imprint. and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Banescu-Papahagi, Plombs, no 3. 
Phe two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obwv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Traces of a vertical 
Inscription: || K-O-AC 
Κον. Inscription of four lines: 
XC | TAAA | THNCIA | OAP'KA | NAA’ 
XE MAA AL. HNCITA | .ΑΡ ΚΑ | NAA’ 
[αλατῆνίος) σπαθαρ(ο)κανδ(ι)δ(ᾶτος) 


— 


ic owner of the seal Palatinos spatharokandidatos is unknown from the narrative 
sources. The dating in the XIth-XIIth centuries proposed by Banescu-Papahagi should be 
corrected to the XIth c. 
he available data are insufficient for any identification from the narrative sources. 
The Dumbarton Oaks Collection contains a seal of Palatinos imperial protospatharios and 
strategos of Taranta, dated X c. (see DOS, 4, no. 70.1). 

[F we accept that the owner is identical with the author of the correspondence to Dristra, 
the present seal reflects a later period in his career. 








702. Στέφανος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-28 mm. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Lnpublished. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Stephanos holding a small cross (τ. hand). Traces of a vertical inscription: 
ο, Φ.Α 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
" CT€ | NOCITA | ...| KANA 
ἜΣτείφα)νῳ σπα[θαρ(ο)]κανδ(ι)[δ(άτῳ)] 


703. N., σπαθαροκανδιδῶτος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-18 mm. A half specimen. 
Unpublished 


Vo parallels known, 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her chest. 
Rev. [Inscription of three or four lines: 
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s | QCHAO.| P'KANAA' 
ee o σπαθ[α]ρ(ο)κανδ(ι)[δ(άτῳ) 


N., Μακρῆς or N., Μαῦριξ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου 
ond half, XI c.) 


torical Museum, Panagiurishte. Found in the course of excavations in the Krasen stronghold in 1987. 
D.18.5-18.5 (12.5) 3 mm. The right half of the text was non-printed and subsequently obliterated. 
Ed. Jordanov, E Names, no. 424. 
No parallels known. 


v, Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion on her breast. Sigla: ΜΙ... 
tev. Inscription of five lines: 

+| κεκθ]. οπαθΘ|.ΝΔΔΕΠΙΙ.ΧΚκλτω| MAKP' 

+ [Θ(εοτό)]κε β(οή)θ(ευ ..... σπαθί(αρο) [κα]νδ(ι)δ(άτφ) ἐπὶ [τοῦ] 
χρίυσοτρι)κλ(ίνου) τῷ Μακρ(ῃ) / Μαβρίίκῃ) 


ih) στρατηλάτης 
Initially it was a common term used for rendering the Greek magister militum. Later it 
ame a title which evolved and in the VIIIth-IXth centuries it was of a rather low rank. At 
the end of the Xth c. it signified a commander of one of the corps of the tagmata. 
Lit. Bury, System, 22, 133; Guilland, Recherches, I, p.385; Oikonomides, Listes, pp. 
296, 332. 


(Θεόκτιστος στρατηλάτης (VI-VII c.) see no. 2264 


705. Κοσμᾶ στρατηλάτης (VIII c.) 


Archaeological Museum Nesebar, no. Ne 847. Find-spot: on the beach in the northeastern part of the peninsula 
in 1991. It was donated to the museum by Maria and John from Weymouth, Great Briatin. D. 23.5-27 
(21) 5 mm. W. 14.31 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation, although the letters are rather 
indistinct. 
Unpublished. 
No exact parallels. A published bulla of the same text but different arrangement of the letters is preserved 
in Zacos Collection (Zacos, Seals, 1, no.904). 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+ OEO | TOKEBO | HOITOA | OVA | C8 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
* KOC| MACTP | ATHAA | TH * 
ΣθΘεοτόκε βοήθι τῷ δούλῳ σου Κοσμᾶ στρατηλάτ[ῃ] 


Its dating, according to the iconographic form τῷ δούλῳ σου, is to the late VIIth 


c. It is impossible to determine who this Kosma was and to whom in Nesebar he sent his 
correspondence. 
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ai) στράτωρ 


Shield-bearer. An office occupied by members of a special palace school in the VIth c., 
which already in the VHth c. changed into a title of a rather low rank at that. It is presented 
in the taktikon of Uspenskij (842-843) and Philotheos (899). It disappeared from the sources 
and became obsolete in the Xth and the early XIth centuries. 

Lit. Bury, System, p. 118; Guilland, Recherches, II, 478-480; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
298. 


706. Γρηγορᾶς βστράτωρ (VIH c.) 


RHM-Targovishte. Find-spot: Istanbul, discovered by a tourist of the town. D. 27-28 (25) 4 mm. W. 17.42 g. 
Well-centered, but nevertheless incomplete imprint. Some letters are indistinct or subsequently effaced. 
Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Oby. Inscription of three lines: 
ALIATPI | .OOCHM | .NR.HOH 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-+ -| TOCOA | OVAQOTPH | ΓΌΡΑΒΑΟ | AIKOCT. |...... 
- Ἁγία Τρι[ας] ὁ Θ(εὸ)ς nu[o]v β[ο]ήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γρηγορᾷ βασιλικῷ 
στ[ράτορι] 





707. Θεοφύλακτος β᾽στράτωρ (EX c.) 


REHM-Shumen. no. 14819, Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: the vicinity of 


Pliska. according to its former owner (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). D.20-22 (18-19) 3 mm. W. 8.64 g. 
Well-centered and once a good imprint. Now cracked and almost broken along the channel, It seems it 
was struck during its discovery with a metal detector. The letters of the inscription are damaged and their 
reading is rendered difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 137. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
ΞΚΕΚΟΗΘ. ΤωςΩΔΕλωὼ. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟ | DVAAKT | OR'CTPA | TOPI 
+K(dpre βοήθ[η] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοφυλάκτο β᾽στράτορι 


708. Φωτεινὸς BP’ στράτωρ (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14841. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Offered for purchase by N. 
Nikolov trom Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain, southern Bulgaria, presumably Develt. In fact its origin may 
be Pliska. since it was brought along with the seal of Basil, logothetes of the genikon. D.24-26 (247) 4 
mm, W.12.68 g. Incomplete imprint due to the irregular shape of the blank. Most letters have survived, 
but are hard to decipher due to the thick layer of lead oxide. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 188. 
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No parallels known. 


Oby, Cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. 1.5 ); in the quarters : TW-C( || A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines : 

+O | TCEINO | R'CTPA | TOP. 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Φωτεινῷ P’otpatwp[t} 


709. Λέων στράτωρ( X c.) 


Private collection (1. Mitetelu, Romania). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 21-21(19) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Worn-out 
surface. The relief of the letters is effaced, thus rendering the reading of the text difficult. The illustration 
offered by the authors is low-quality, thus still rendering the reading uncertain to date. Below, in addition 
to the reading of the authors, another variant has also been proposed, hypothetical to a great extent in 
view of the poor illustration, but nevertheless emending the inconsistencies of the original reading. 

Ed. Mititelu-Barnea, no 5; Barnea, Deux gouverneurs, 239-245. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

| ACONT |. CTPAT | CTPIH | NO| 

| ACONT | I CTPAT | OPIAM Ι.Ν | 

a) Λέοντ[ι] στρατ(ηγῷ) (T)otpnvo 

b) Λέοντι στράτορι ἀμ[ή]ν 


In the two cited publications of this seal, in addition to the proposed reading Λέοντ[ι] 
στρατ(ηγῷ) (Ὥστρηνο, there was also a commentary offered regarding both the person of 
the owner of the seal and the toponym. The author (I. Barnea) accepted the following: that 
this is a strategos of the theme Ἱστρηνός established by John Tzimiskes as a prototype of 
Paristrion after conquering northeastern Bulgaria in 971; that the Leo in question is identical 
with Leo patrikios and droungarios of the fleet left behind by the emperor to guard the capital 
Constantinople during this campaign. 

Barnea’s interpretations were subjected to criticism by various authors mostly from 
Bulgaria (Bozhilov, Tapkova), who emphasized the historical inconsistencies of his 
propositions. Laurent and Oikonomides proposed alternative readings. The first one is close 
to the above (see Laurent, BZ, 1967, S. 328 ) and the second launched the idea that the 
patronym (Ί)στρηνο was inscribed in the last two lines (see Oikonomides, VR, XII, p. 68, 
n. 41). 

At the present stage of research, being unable to work with the original, I should not 
comment on the opinions and data. I will only note that the overall appearance of the seal, 
the additional elements in the engraved field (above and below) point to a dating in the early 
Xth c., thus making Laurent's proposition seem most acceptable. 


710. Σισίνιος στράτωρ (VIII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 30-30 (28) 3mm. Good imprint, but bulla 
in a poor condition. Some letters are indistinct or subsequently effaced. 
Ed. ΜΥΙΙΜΟΒ., [euarn No 30 





αἱ) στράτωρ 


Shield-bearer. An office occupied by members of a special palace school in the VIth c., 
which already in the VIIth c. changed into a title of a rather low rank at that. It is presented 
in the taktikon of Uspenskij (842-843) and Philotheos (899). It disappeared from the sources 
and became obsolete in the Xth and the early XIth centuries. 

Lit. Bury, System, p. 118; Guilland, Recherches, II, 478-480; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
298. 


706. Γρηγορᾶς β)στράτωρ (VII c.) 


RHM-Targovishte. Find-spot: Istanbul, discovered by a tourist of the town. D. 27-28 (25) 4 mm. W. 17.42 g. 
Well-centered, but nevertheless incomplete imprint. Some letters are indistinct or subsequently effaced. 
Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
ΑΓΙΑΤΡΙ | ..OOCHM | .NR.HOH 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-+ - | TOCWA | OVAQT PH | l'OPABAC | AIKQCT. |...... 
+ Ἁγία Τρι[ας] ὁ Θ(εὸ)ς ἡμ[ῶ]ν β[ο]ήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γρηγορὰ βασιλικῷ 
στ[ράτορι] 


707. Θεοφύλακτος β᾽στράτωρ (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen. πο. 14819. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: the vicinity of 
Pliska, according to its former owner (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). D.20-22 (18-19) 3 mm. W. 8.64 g. 
Well-centered and once a good imprint. Now cracked and almost broken along the channel. It seems it 
was struck during its discovery with a metal detector. The letters of the inscription are damaged and their 
reading is rendered difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 187. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
-*K€ROHO.TOCORASBSAQ). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟΙ DVAAKT | OR'CTPA | TOPI 
+ K(ópue βοήθ[η] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοφυλάκτο β)στράτορι 


708. Φωτεινὸς β᾽στράτωρ (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14841. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Offered for purchase by N. 
Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain, southern Bulgaria, presumably Develt. In fact its origin may 
be Pliska, since it was brought along with the seal of Basil, logothetes of the genikon. D.24-26 (24?) 4 
mm, W.12.68 g. Incomplete imprint due to the irregular shape of the blank. Most letters have survived, 
but are hard to decipher due to the thick layer of lead oxide. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 188. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.5 ); in the quarters : TOO-C( || A8-AQ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines : 

+ $0 | TCINO | R'CTPA | TOP. 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Φωτεινῳ B'o:péxop[i] 


709. Λέων στράτωρ( X c.) 


Private collection (I. Mitetelu, Romania). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 21-21(19) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Worn-out 
surface. The relief of the letters is effaced, thus rendering the reading of the text difficult. The illustration 
offered by the authors is low-quality, thus still rendering the reading uncertain to date. Below, in addition 
to the reading of the authors, another variant has also been proposed, hypothetical to a great extent in 
view of the poor illustration, but nevertheless emending the inconsistencies of the original reading. 

Ed. Mititelu-Barnea, no 5; Barnea, Deux gouverneurs, 239-245. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

| ACONT |. CTPAT | CTPIH | NOJ 

| ACONT | I CTPAT | OPIAM |.N | 

a) Λέοντ[ι] στρατ(ηγῷ) (Ὄστρηνο 

b) Λέοντι στράτορι ἀμ[ή]ν 


In the two cited publications of this seal, in addition to the proposed reading Λέοντ[ι] 
στρατ(ηγῷ) (Dotpnvo, there was also a commentary offered regarding both the person of 
the owner of the seal and the toponym. The author (I. Barnea) accepted the following: that 
this is a strategos of the theme Ἱστρηνός established by John Tzimiskes as a prototype of 
Paristrion after conquering northeastern Bulgaria in 971; that the Leo in question 15 identical 
with Leo patrikios and droungarios of the fleet left behind by the emperor to guard the capital 
Constantinople during this campaign. 

Barnca's interpretations were subjected to criticism by various authors mostly from 
Bulgaria (Bozhilov, Tapkova), who emphasized the historical inconsistencies of his 
propositions. Laurent and Oikonomides proposed alternative readings. The first one is close 
to the above (see Laurent, BZ, 1967, S. 328 ) and the second launched the idea that the 
patronym (Ί)στρηνο was inscribed in the last two lines (see Oikonomides, VR, XII, p. 68, 
n. 41). 

At the present stage of research, being unable to work with the original, I should not 
comment on the opinions and data. I will only note that the overall appearance of the seal, 
the additional elements in the engraved field (above and below) point to a dating in the early 
Xth c., thus making Laurent's proposition seem most acceptable. 


710. Σισίνιος στράτωρ (ΥΠ! c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul 7). D. 30-30 (28) 3mm. Good imprint, but bulla 
in a poor condition. Some letters are indistinct or subsequently effaced. 
Ed. Mywmos, Fleyarn Ne 30 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5). 
Rev. Inscription of three lines : 
+| CICINI | OB'CTP | ATOPI | + 
-Θεοτόκε βοήθη Σισινίῳ στράτορι 


The publisher of the bulla could not decipher correctly the text probably due to the 
defects noted above. He assumed that Sisinios was β΄πρωπρετορ, which is obviously 
incorrect. The dating proposed by the author is acceptable, but narrowing it within the VIIIth 
c. will seem appropriate, since the invocative monogram inscribed without the addition Τ(0- 
CQ || A8-AC) and the close B point to that. 


aj) ὕπατος 


A consul, which, after the dissolution of the consulate in 541, was an ordinary title. In 
the [Xth c., it was not of a very high rank and in the Xth c., it became obsolete. It reappeared 
in the XIth c. (after 1040s) but already in combination with other titles: dishypatos, patrikios 
and protospatharios. 

Lit. Bury, System, 25-26; Brehier, Institutions, 104-105; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 296. 


711. Ἐλευθέριος ὕπατος (second half of the XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 2138. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialo). D.13-15 (112) 3.5 mm. W.3.83 
g. Well-centered and complete but weak imprint. Oxidated surface. All that renders the reading difficult. 
The reading proposed below is to a certain extent a figment. 
Unpublished. 
No parllels known 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KE | ROHO’| TOCO | ABSAC) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΕΛΕΝ | OEPH | OVIIA | ΤΩ 
ΣΚ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἐλευθερήῳ ὑπατῳ 


712. Ἰωάννης ὕπατος (VIH-IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15165. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 161. Find-spot: Plovdiv 
region. D. 31-32.5 (28) 5 mm. W. 26.10 g. Large imprint with letters in high relief. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 189. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Invocative cruciform monogram (PI.1.5). In the quarters: T(0-CQ) || A8-ACJ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

* I | ANNH | Y.AT |) + 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάννη [υ]πάτῳ 
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713-714. Ἰωάννης Φιλοκάλης Όπατος (second half, XI c.) 


713. Private collection (E. Kosev from Shumen). Find-spot: Preslav? D. 21-22.5(17) 3 mm. On the whole, 
complete imprint in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Familv Names, no. 735A. 


714 RHM-Shumen, no. 15456. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 19-21.5(17) 3 mm. W. 6.18 g. On the whole, complete 
imprint and well preserved, 
Unpublished. 
Both specimens were struck in a same bulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with the medallion of Christ on her chest. Sigla: 
M || © : Μ(ήτηρ) Θ(εοῦ). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+@KER’O’| IOVITAT'| ΤΟΦΙΛΟΙ KAA’ 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰω(άννῃ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) το DvAOKAA(N) 


715. Νικήτας ὕπατος (VHI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-24 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. Incomplete 
imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Speck, Bleisiegel, nos 173-174. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
"m |. €CWZ.| MOAEWC| BOHOI 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
TOAO| VAOCOV|.KHTA| .ΑΤΩ 
[Θεοτόκ]ε Σωζ[ου[πόλεως βοήθι τῷ δούλῳ cov [Νι]κήτᾳ [ὑπ]άτῳ 


The most interesting element in this seal is the epithet Σωζ[ου[πόλεως to the missing 
Virgin. According to the publishers of the Berlin specimens, it should be associated with the 
name of the town Σωζουπόλεως on the Black sea or in Pisida, where there must have been 
a renown icon of the Virgin which Niketas referred to for protection. The hypatos Niketas 
must have been born or lived in some of these towns. The discovery of his bulla in Bulgaria 
tips the dilemma in favor of Sozopolis on the Black sea coast. Speck thinks that it was in 
Asia Minor, but the discovery of the seal in Bulgaria is evidence, though circumstantial, in 
favor of Sozopolis on the Black sea. 


Another seal with this epithet was offered at the auction Gorny & Mosch. Auction 160, 
9 October 2007. Lot number: 2836 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

+ | O€OTO | KECWZ | ΟΠΟΛΕΩ | CBOHOI | + 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ 6€OAO | CIOCIA | OAPIOAS | AWXPIC | TOV 
ΣΘεοτόκε Σωζοπόλεως pori Θεοδοσίῳ δούλῳ Χριστου 
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Chapter Two 


OFFICES AT THE CENTRAL DEPARTMENTS 
OF THE EMPIRE 


It presents seals of officials from the separate departments in the capital through 
which the vast Empire was governed. The departments have been arranged following V. 
Laurent’s scheme established in his Le Corpus des sceaux de l'empire byzantin. Tome II: 
L'administration centrale. Of course, the data from the seals (since their number is still 
limited) are insufficient restore the whole governing apparatus. For the same reasons, the 
need for presenting the activity of all departments becomes irrelevant. 

Short introductory information has been given only for those offices whose seals have : 
been presented. 


1. The Imperial Chancery 


One of the most important offices in Byzantium, through which the emperor realized 
his policy. A countless number of manuscripts would be written daily in it: legislative and 
administrative decrees, deeds of covenant, letters to foreign rulers, etc., i.e. all that was 
necessary for the existence of a state organism. 

Lit. Bury, System, 96-97; Brehier, Institutions, 167-168; Oikonomides, Listes, 310- 
311; Laurent, Corpus, H, p.3, 5. 


a) IIpotoaonkprntnuc 


Head of the imperial chancellery. He was among the most trusted people of the emperor, 
who was in close contact with him for the solving of various questions. His duties involved 
the final proofreading of the emperor's decrees. Of course, the first versions were prepared 
by persons and offices competent in the respective field. 

(Lit. Bury, System, 96-97; Brehier, Institutions, 167-168; Oikonomides, Listes, 310- 
311; Laurent, Corpus, II, p.3, 5). From the analysis of the written sources after 1106, we 
learn that the protoasekretis was no longer a head of the imperial chancellery, but a chairman 
of the Great Tribunal in Constantinople (Oikonomides, Evolution, p. 131, n. 36-37). 


Ἰωάννης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος, πρωτοασηκρῆτης καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου 
(on him, see no. 859) 


716-717. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽πριμικήριος καὶ πρωτοασηκρῆτης (X c.) 
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716. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 408. Found in the course of excavations in Develtos, sector F-H, 
square76. at a depth of 0.60 m. D. 22-22 (20) 3 mm, 7.20 g. Good imprint, but struck slightly off center 
to the upper half. The bulla itself is well preserved. 

Ed. Viopaanos, 4leseun, Νο 11. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


717. Archaeological Center, Develt, no.106. Found in the course of excavations in Develtos, sector I-II], square 
12. D. 12-22 (20) 6 mm. Once a superb imprint, now only a half preserved. Broken along the channel. 
Ed. Wopaanos, /Tese1m, Ne 10. 


Obv. In center, a cruciform monogram (Pl. I. 17), consisting of K, Y, P, I and €. Circular 
inscription beginning at 12 o'clock: ROHOCIT()CO)ASAQ) 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-.-+ Κω. (CTAN . . . | IPIM... . |SA'ACH|K.... |-.- 
-.-|+ KON | CTANT'R'A'| HPIMIKHP' | SA'ACH | KPHT'| -. - 
+ Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κωνσταντ(ίνῳ) β᾽πριμικηρ(ίφ) (καὶ) 
πρωτοασηκρήτῃ 


In the publication cited above, the proposed dating is in the early Xth c., considering 
the environment in which the bullae were discovered (a closed complex dated until 913 or 
917), the overall appearance of the bullae and the paleography of the letters. Although the 
name Constantine was very common, still the office protoasekretis placed it in the focus of 
attention of the chroniclers or statesmen of that time. 

One of the letters of Patriarch Nicholas I dated the second half of 913 is addressed to 
Κωνσταντίνῳ πρωτοασηκρήτηῃ (see Nicholas, Epistule, πο. 146), and an attempt has 
been made for an identification of this correspondent with Κωνσταντῖνος ὁ τῆς Μαλελίας 
(see Nicholas, Epistule, p. 581 and Jenkins, R. J.H. Three documents concerning the 
"tettragamy".- DOP, 16, 1962, 239-241). 

Two other letters from 944 and 955 report the name of Κωνσταντίνῳ zpotoaonkpr| 
τις τῷ Κόμβῳ (see Nicetas Magistre, nos. 19, 22). 

We cannot be absolutely sure whether the owner ofthe Develtos seals could be identified 
with some of the above, since the seals of this time did not record the patronym. However, 
the coincidence in the name of the titular and the time should not be overlooked. 


718. Στυλιανὸς Ἰασίτης ? πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πρωτοασηκρῆτης (XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. I 1320. Find-spot: Silistra. D.19-20 (18) 2.1 mm, W. 4.82 g. A well-centered but, as it 
seems, a weak imprint. subsequently obliterated. The bulla itself is holed in the middle and probably 
used as a weight (perhaps as a ring of a spindle). Due to the incomplete imprint the reading of the text, 
especially the last two lines, is problematic. We assume that the position is inscribed on line 4 and the 
patronym on line 5. From the two available letters, one of which contains an abbreviation sign ΤΊ..., I 
have assumed a possible inscription of the family name Ἰ[ασίτ(η)]. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Cunuctpa, IV, Ne 20; Jordanov, F Names, no. 242. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Hardly discernible outlines of an ornamented Greek cross. The end of the invocation is 
also visible:......OVAQ) 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| CTVAI | ANOA'CII | OAP..K. | A'ACH...| ΤΙ... 
[ -K(ópus β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ]ούλῳ Στυλανῷ (πρωτο)σπαθαρ[ίῳ] x[£] 
(πρωτο)αση[κρ(ή)τ(ῃ)] τῷ) Ἰ[ασίτ(η)] 


b) ἀσηκρῆτης 
719. Μουσήλιος ff ἀσηκρῆτης (ΥΗ-ΥΗΠΙ c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest (from the former collection of N. Banescu). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 23- 
23 mm. [ncomplete imprint. 
Ed. Banescu, Colectie, 115-116, pl. 1.1; Laurent, Corpus, H, no. 18. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 662a-b. Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Eagle with open wings, head r. In field above, between wings, cruciform invocative 
monogram (PI. [.5). 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
.O. | CHAI. | ACI AQIKO | ACHKP. | THC 
[ ««Θεοτόκε βοήθη [Μ]ο[υ]σηλίῳ [β]σιλικῷ ἀσηκρ[ῆ]της 


The separate publications offer different reading and dating: Banescu deciphered the 
homonym as [Βα]σηλίῳ insted of [Μ]ο[υ]σηλίῳ and proposed dating to the VIIth c. It was 
confirmed by Laurent as well, while Zacos proposed a chronological frame between 650 and 
750. 


720. Αναστάσιος ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 66. Found by treasure hunters (Valentin Zhekov from Novi Pazar) in the sronghold near he 
village of Skala, Silistra region, in the fall of 1986. Ὀ. 23-27 (18) 2 mm. Off-center, made in the lower 
half of the blank. 

Ed. Worop-Atanacos, Ckaza, c. 125, Νο 1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KE | ROHO. | τωσω | A8A' 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ANAC | .ACIO | .CHKP'| THC 
Κύριε βοήθε[ι] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) ᾿Ανασ[τ]ασίῳ [ἀ]σηκρ(ῆ)της 


721. Γεώργιος Μαλεῖνος 7 ἀσηκρῆτις (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 13580. Offered for purchase by Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen, which suggests an origin 
from northeastern Bulgaria (Preslav or Silistra). D.17.5-18 (16.6) 2.5 mm. W. 4.16 g. Well-centered, but 
indistinct imprint. The reading of the patronym is problematic. From the insecure letters TOMA | .H.ON, 
various names are possible to read. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 409; Jordanov, Zhekova, no.190 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KER. | HOCITO) | CCOABOV | AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-.-|F€OPT | ACHKPH | . TOMA | ΤΟΝ 
-Κ(ύρυε β[ο]ήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεοργ(ίῳ) ἀσηκρή[τ(ῃ)] τῷ Μα[λε][ν]ον 


722. Θεόγνωστος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῖτις (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15128. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 124. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 19-20 (19 ?)3 mm. W. 6.92 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 191. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
ac Je 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-+ - |+ G€O|FNOCT'A'|CITAO'SAC | KPITI | - « - 
+ Θεόγνωστ(ος) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) ἀσ(η)κρῖτι(ς) 


723. Θεόδωρος ὕπατος καὶ β᾽ἀσηκρῆτις (IX c.) 


Private collection (Asen Hadgikostov, from Stara Zagora). Find-spot: Nesebar (Mesembria). Ὁ. 25-26 (24) 5 
min. W.15. 20 g. Well-centered, but damaged imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (PI. L5 ); in the quarters : TW)-C( || A8-AQ) 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 

+ G€OA | (OPOVIT. | SB’ACH.| PHT. 

ἜθΘεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοδώρῳ ὑπ[ά(τῳ)] (xai) β'ἀση[κ]κρήτ[η] 


A specimen of the same text but a different lettering is preserved in the Dumbarton 
Oaks Collection (58. 106. 5313). Its publisher (Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 15) dated it to the 
VIIth c. (7) and identified it with Theodore asekretis, who assisted at a session of the VIIth 
Oecumenical Council in 869-870 (see Mansi, coll.16.341E, D110. M35, where noted is only 
Θεόδωρος ἀσηκρῆτις). The dating of the seal is from the mid-IXth c. to its second half. It 
is not certain whether he can really be identified with the above asekretis. 


724-726. Θεόδωρος ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 


724. RHM-Silistra, πο. 55. Find-spot: the town. D. 22-25 (18) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, large portions from 
the dies did not print. The bulla itself is in a poor state of preservation, corroded and holed. A fragment 
missing. Cracked circumference. 

Ed. lopnanos, Cunucrpa, II, Ne 14. 
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725. RHM-Silistra, no. 45. Find-spot: the town. D. 22-25 (18) 3 mm. The imprint was once in a good condition 
almost completely printed, but the bulla itself is poorly preserved. Broken into two parts. Erased surface. 
Some letters are not very distinct. 

Ed. Vopaanos, Cusnucrpa, IT, Ne 15. 


726. RHM-Dobrich, no. I 866. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24.5-25.5(18) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint, as with no. 724. 
The blank was displaced in the boulloterion due to off-striking. Only portions of the dies printed. 
Unpublished. 

The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KE | ROHO I| TOCO | A8A'| - o- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟ | AWPWA | CHKPH| THC 
+ Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Θεοδώρῳ ἀσηκρῆτης 


727. Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.82. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15.5-17.52 (15?) 3 mm. W. 3.36 g. Incomplete 
imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Patriarchal cross with fleurons. No visible circular inscription. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
+1Q).| HCA | C.P| T. 


+ Ἰω[άνν]ης ἀσ[ηκ]ρ[η]τ[η(ς) 


728. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15465. Former collection of N.Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
19-23.9 (19 3) 2.5 mm. W. 6. 58 g. Incomplete imprint due to the irregular shape of the blank. Overstruck 
or doublestruck. 

Unpublished. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons. Circular inscription: + KER...... C()ABA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
+KON |. TANT'R'| HAOGO'KAN | .A'SACH | .PHT 
+ Κ(ύρυε β[οήθει τῷ] σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κον[σ]ταντ(ίνῳ) β]σ]παθίαρο)καν[δ(ι)]δίά 
τῳ) (καὶ) ἀση[κ]ρῆτ(ης) 


729-729A. Λέων β᾿᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 


729. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. |87. Find-spot: Silistra. It was offered at the Museum by A. Nikolov from 
Silistra in 1976. D. 24-28 (28?) 2 mm. W. 7.63 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


267 





729Α. RHM-Shumen, no. 15464. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: 
Preslav. D. 21-23.5 (19) 2.9 mm. W. 6. 14 g. Icomplete imprint. Worn surface on the obverse. 
Unpublished. 
Both specimens were struck in a same bulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist. Vertical inscription in two columns: Q9-.(0-o || Π-ΡΟ-Δ’. 
Circular inscription along the circumference: + K ROHOHTWCQA’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- o- | ACONT | R'A'CIIAO'| SACHKP | THC| 
-o-|.€ONT | . "CIIAG'| .. CHKP| TIC|- o- 
+ Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Λέοντ(ι) β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
ἀσηκρῆτης 


730-732. Μανουὴλ σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 


730. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 16694. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-21 (18) 4 
mm, W. 7.80 g. Good imprint in a poor state of preservation covered with thick oxides. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 118. 


731. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17552. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 14-22 (18 ) 3 
mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρέσπαα, Ne 119. 


732. Private collection. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav ? D. 18-21 mm. Complete and well-preserved 
specimen. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OKE | ROHOEI | TWCO | ASA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
MAN’ | ΗΛΟΠΑΘῚ K8RK8A’| SACH | ..T' 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Μανουὴλ σπαθ(αρο)κουβ(ι)λκουλ{(αρίῳφ) 
(καὶ) ἀαση[κρή]τ([ῃ) 





733. Μιχαήλ ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-28 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John Chrysostom blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

... ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | ACHKPH | TIC 

bos Μιχαὴλ. ἀσηκρητις 
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734. Μύρων β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτις (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 251665]. Find-spot: at the town. D. 20-20 (over 23) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint, but bulla in 
a good state of preservation . 
Ed. Vopnanos, Cunuctpa, II, Ne 9. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Monogram: from the central letter © radiate eight spokes each ending with a letter: R- 
C-IE-A-(-T--A-K: Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ : 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+MVPO | NIR'A'CII. | GAP'SACI | KPHTI 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Mópov βπρωτο)σπ[α]θαρ(ίῳ) (koi) ἀσηκρήτι 


A bulla perhaps of the same dignitary but struck with a different pair of dies is preserved 
in Fogg A. M. Collection no. 259 (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 86). 


735. Νικήτας Μιτυλήναιος aonkpytys (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 21570. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-25 (19) 2 mm. Well- 
centered imprint, cracked along the channel. 
Ed. Wopaanos, I7pecnae, Ne 120; Jordanov, F Names, no. 470. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Niketas facing, with nimbus, beardless face and short curly hair resembling 
a crown. He holds a martyr's cross before his chest. Vertical inscription: 
Q-..-.. || T-A-C 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ NIKH | T'A.HKP'| T'TOMITV | AVNAI | ® 
ΕΝικήτ(ᾳ) ἀ[σ]ηκρ(ή)τ(ῃ) τῷ Μιτυλυναίῳ 





736. Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. From the former collection of P. Papahagi. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 25- 
25 (23) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, only the central part of the dies printed. The bulla itself is in a good 
state of preservation. 

Ed. Barnea, Dorostolon, no. 8. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Indeterminate bust of a saint with short curly hair (St. Stephanos?). The inscription 
recording his name is not visible. 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
KER. | .. EDA.. | .HKP.. | .AIR. 


[+] Κώρυε β(οή)[θ(ει) Στ]εφά[νῳ ἀσ]ηκρ[ήτῃ] .... 


737. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἀσηκρῆτης (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.153 (former collection of V. Haralanov from Shumen) Find-spot: Silistra ? 
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D. 23-28.5 (27) 2 mm, 7.58 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | ΗΘΕΙΤΩ | ΟΘΔΟΝ | -AQ- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
T€ | .ΑΝ(Α᾽|.ΠΑ.ΑΡῚ ΖΗ͂Ν. 
«Κ(ώρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Σ]τε[φ]ανῳ (πρωτο)[σ]πα[θ]αρ(ίῳ) [(καὶ) 
ἀσ]ηκ[ρ(ήτη)] 


ο) γραματικός 
Θεόδωρος γραματικος (VI-VII c.) see no. 2417. 


738. Εὐμάθιος Φιλοκάλης γραματικός (second half, XII c.) 


Historical Museum, Kazanluk, no. 4. Find-spot: uncertain, Kazanluk region. D. 30-30 mm. After its 
"conservation" in the workshop in Turnovo, it is now in an awful condition. The image and letters are 
better visible on some twenty year old plaster cast of the same molibdobulla preserved in the collection 


of T. Gerasimov before it was cleaned. 


Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 734. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 


Collection (DO. 55.1. 3962) (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 1192). 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a long spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on a 
shield set on the ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: 
Ο-Α:ΓΙ-Ος || AI-MI-TP’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+| CERA"'OTIA | Π. TONIPA | Φ.Ν AOIB | ΓΡΑΜΜΑΤΙΚΕ | COPATICMATS | 


ΦΙΛΟΚΑΛΗ | 
+ Σεβαστοπάπ[που] τῶν γραφ[ῶ]ν Ε[ὐμ]αθίου γραματίκου τοῦ Φιλοκάλῃ 


d) μυστικὸς 


An office attested in the IXth c. and preserved as a term until the end of the Empire. 
The first mystikos was Leo Choirosphaktes (Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 116), and the last one 
Manuel Phialites from the beginning of the XVth c. (Laurent, Corpus, IL, p. 50). 

Its character is hard to define. Proceeding from the term μυστικὸς, investigators assume 
that its titular was an emperor 5 man of confidence who handled the secret correspondence. 

It is not presented in the taktikon of Philotheos (899), since the functions of the mystikos 
were fulfilled by the protoasekretis, but itis already present in the later taktika of Beneshevich 
(934-944) and the Escurial (975). The mystikos was at the head ofa sekreton with subordinate 
notarioi (Oikonomides, Listes, 324, B 249.31; 5 271 .26). We learn from other sources dated 
to the XIth c. that the sekreton headed by the mystikos also passed sentences, hence it had 
judicial functions as well (Guilland, R. Le mystique.- REB, 26,1968, 279-286). On the basis 


of extant documents (imperial acts, prostagma, typika etc.) dated until the mid-XIIth c., it can 
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τ ο... ue Td pg held a high degree of responsibility for the palace and public 
: ially during the emperor's absence from Constantinople. In thi i 
controlled both regular and extraordina: i ο... 

| ry payments to clerics and government official 
Magdalino, P. The not-so-secret functions of the mystikos.-REB, 42, 1984 228-240). < 


739. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μυστικὸς (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: the villa i i 

col : : ge of Eleshnitza, Plovdiv region. D. 22- 

imprint. Whole lines of the text remained out of the blank DRM UE eee 
Unpublished. | 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
τω ου 8AQ | -X- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
us | ACT... | PSMV. | TIKO | -X- 


740. Εὐστάθιος Σινωπείτος μυστικὸς (XII c.) 


I rivate collection ( V. I anteleev, Varna). I ind-spot: uncertain D 2 1-23 ( 2.5 mm, w. 7.9 8. Incomplete and 
) 2 
Ed. Jor danov, 2 Names, no. 652A 


Parallels : Laurent, Corpus, Il ; j i 
- rpus, Il, no. 125; Seyrig, no. 109 and two unpublished specimens from Zacos, 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
.| TOV | CIN. | OT.. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
..| TIKO. |EVTA | OIOV 
[+] Tod Σιν[ω]πεί[του μυ]στικο[ῦ] Εὐσταθίου 


741. Ἰωάννης Φασουλᾶς βέστης καὶ μυστικὸς (last quarter of XI c.) 


A : ; 
rchaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 41. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-27.5 (27)4 mm. W. 9.74 g. Well-centered 
. W. 9. : -centere 


imprint in a poor state of preservation. U i 
l . Unclear ima i : 
difficult. ges and letters which renders the overall reading 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans without | 

Bust of tl z medallion on her chest. Sigla: 
MP || OV : Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εο)ῦ. : 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


+ | CKETIOIC | ΔΕΟΠΟΙ͂ΝΑ | ΜΡΟΠΑΡΘΕΝ’ 
| TIKON | - IO - N’ | ΚΟΡΗΒΕΟΤΗΝΙ ..CSAANMV 


+ Σκέποις, δέσποινα µ(ητρο)πάρθεν(ε), Κόρη, βέστην [Φα]σουλᾶν 
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μυ[σ]τικὸν Ἰω(άννην) 


For the career of this dignitary, see no. 496 here, where he bears the title of proedros. 


742-743. Νικηφόρος μυστικὸς (ΧΗ c.) 


742. Archaelogical Museum, Sofia, no. 239. Find-spot: the town of Pomorie (ancient Anchialos), Paleokastro 
locality. D. 21-22 (22) 3 mm. W. 8.08 g. In my publication cited below, it was noted that the seal was 
preserved in the museum in Pomorie, which is obviously a mistake. The seal was offered for purchase at 
Archaelogical Museum Sofia by K. Dimitrov from Burgas in 1989. 

Ed. Wopnanos. Auxuaio, Ne 12. 


743. RHM-Shumen, no. 15065. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 61. Find-spot: Fakija, 
Burgas region. D. 16-24 (?) 3 mm. W. 5.42 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 192. 
Parallels: Further two specimens struck with the same pair of dies are preserved in Istanbul (Ebersolt, 
Constantinople, no. 441; Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 123) and Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 58. 106. 1978). 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-NI-KO- || A-A-O-C 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
742. + COPA | ΓΙΟΜΑΓΡΑ | ÞPONMVSTI | K. VNIKH | ΦΟΡᾺ 
743. . . DPA |. ICMATPA | . ONMV*ST|..VNIKH | .OP8 
-Σφράγισµα γραφῶν μυστικ[ο]ῦ Νικηφοροῦ 


The dating of the bulla, according to its iconography, text and paleography of some 
letters (C+T= 97), is to the beginning of the XIIth c. at the earliest. The owner of the seal, who 
held the effective position of a mystikos, wrote to an addressee unknown to us in Anchialos. 
The data are insufficient for any identification. 

Proceeding form the known XIIth-century office-holders, father Laurent assumed that 
the owner of the seal covers the persons of Νικηφόρος Βορβηνὸς, a participant at a session 
of the synod on May 12" 1157 (PG, 140, col. 177D; Sakkelion, P.M, p. 316) or Νικηφόρος 
Σερβλίας, John Tzetzes' correspondent (see Tzetzes, Epistulae, no. 8). Although that is 
not impossible, this identification still cannot avoid the question why their patronyms are 
not inscribed on their seals, since the other narrative sources report them by their family 
names. 

It seems more likely that the owner of the seal is identified as the mystikos Nikephoros 
who lived in the XIIth c. and was the author of the typikon of the monastery τῶν Ἡλίου 
ἤτοι τῶν Ἐλεγμῶν in Bithynia drawn up in 1162 (see /Imuwurpuesckuit, Tomika, c. 715, 
and for the monastery, see Janin-Darrouzes, Grands centres byzantins, 142-148). In the 
extant documents, he signed as + O δοῦλος τοῦ κραταιοῦ καὶ ἁγίου ημῶν βασιλέως ὁ 
μυστικὸς (see N. Ell., 18,1924, p.5). 


e) μυστογράφας 


An office similar to the above. It was used instead of mystikos in the surviving sources until 
X-XIth c. They were first noted separately in the taktikon of Escurial. They have similar 
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functions. 
Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, p. 325; Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 60. 


744. Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, β᾽νοτάριος, κριτῆς ἐπὶ 
τοῦ ἱπποδόμου καὶ μυστγράφας (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-28 mm. Complete and a well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, I1, no. 310. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist. Vertical inscription in two columns: 
| &-IO - o || Π-ΔΡΜ' 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
-ΚΕΒ ΘΊΘΑ ὈΠΑΘῚ €IIITXTKA' 
ΓΡΑΦΟ 
-Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰω(άννῃ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 
χρίυσο)τ(ρι)κλ(ίνου) β᾽νοτ(αρίῳ) κριτ(ῇ) ἐπὶ τ[οῦ] ἵππ(ο)δρ(ό)μου (καὶ)] 
μµυστ(ο)γράφο 


R'NOT'KPIT!| CIIT.IIIITAP'] MSSMVCT'| 





Ὁ µυστολέκτης 


An office difficult to define connected with the imperial chancery. It is similar to myistikos and mystographos. 
It has been assumed that it applied to a person who knew a certain lawsuit in detail and reported it to the 
minister or emperor. As with the above cases, it was to a certain extent honorific position combined with 
other titles or positions, most often legal. 

Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, p. 325,m. 223; Laurent, Corpus, Il, p. 70. 


745. Κωνσταντῖνος Σπονδύλης πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτῆς 
τοῦ βήλου καὶ μυστολέκτης (XI c.) 


Passed on by the police for investigation and purchase at the National Historical Museum, Sofia, where | 
examined and documented it. Find-spot: undetermined. D. 27-29 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, ΓΕ Names. no.668 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Panteleimon facing.Circular inscription: ΑΓΙΕΠΑΝΤΕΛΕΙΜ᾽ 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
K@N’A’| ΠΑΘΈΠΙ!|.ΧΤΡΓΚΑ | .PIT'TRI |..MVCT'.EKT'TO) | ΠΟΝΔ᾽ 
Άγιε Πανταλείμ(ον βοήθει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)[σ]παθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ 
[1(09)] χρ(υσο)τρικλ(ίνου) [κ]ριτ(ῇ) τοῦ βί[λου (καἱ)] μυστ(ο)[λ]έκτ(ῃ) τῷ 
[Σ]πονδ(ύλη) 


ο) πρωτονοτάριος / νοτάριος 


Notarii a secretis - a class of ἀσηκρηται at the imperial chancery. The office of 
πρωτονοτάριος has remained obscure provoking discussions. According to some 
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investigators, when πρωτοασηκρῆτης and πρωτονοτάριος are enumerated in the sources, 
the latter is protonotarios of the dromos (Vogt, Comentaire, 1, 36-37; Oikonomides, Listes, 
p. 311, n. 130). 

According to others however, it was normal for a group of νοτάριοι to have thier 
πρωτονοτάριος who was subordinate or independent of πρωτοασηκρήτης (see Laurent, 
Corpus, I, p. 77). 

The confusion stems from the fact that, since νοτάριοι are a class of. ἀσηκρῆται, 


πρωτοασηκρητης is their chief and thus the position of the protonotarios 15 superfluous. . 


But, as we will discuss it below, a great number of seals are known bearing only the position 
of imperial protonotarios. Another problem is the fact that each department ofthe Empire had 
both a protonotarios and a notarios in their staff. They should be distinguished from those of 
the imperial chancery. The former were ordinary officials subordinate directly to the titular 
of the respective department, while the latter served at the imperial chancery and were quite 
often assigned tasks by the emperor (Bury, System, p. 98; Brehier, Institutions, 166-167). 
With the seals, however, they cannot always be distinguished, having been both β)νοτάριος, 
and we can rely only on any additional information available on them; otherwise, we accept 
as a rule that they are officials from the imperial chancery. 


746-747. Δρόσος πρωτονοτάριος (second half, IX c.) 


746. RHM-Shumen, no.13509, Purchased by Slavcho Nikolov Grozev from Shumen. Find-spot: Pomorie 
(ancient Anchialos). D. 24-26 (22) 3 mm. W. 9.30 g. Bulla in a good state of preservation, but incomplete 
imprint. especially on the reverse. This was the reason for the incorrect deciphering of the homonym in 
the original publication. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Auxuano, Ne 11.2; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 193. 


747, Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: Pliska ? D. 21-26 (22) 3 mm. Very good imprint and 
specimen. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 1860, having belonged perhaps to the same dignitary, but struck with a 
different pair of dies. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (P1.1.5); in the quarters : TO0-CQ) || A8-AC) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

a) . APO | COTIPO | TONOT | APIO) 

b) -APO | COMPO | TONOT | APIO 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Δρόσῳ προπονοταρίῳ 


The emendation in the reading of the text does not change the dating of the seal. The 
name is rather unusual and some additional information on his person should be found, all 
the more that he wrote to addressees located in various settlements of medieval Bulgaria. 

The name of this dignitary 1s not familiar to me from the narrative sources. 
Schlumberger, Sig., p. 122, no 3 has presented a bulla of an individual by the same name: 
Oby. Cruciform invocative monogram, as above. 

Rev. APOCO | KANA'SXAP | TOVAAP'TIC | OPAKIC 
Its dating, despite the unclear illustration, 15 generally to the second half of the IXth c. 
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Another bulla was found in the ancient theatre of Sparta in 1924 (SBS, 2, p. 253, 
no.70): 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram, as above. 
Rev. ΔΡ.() | A’CIIA.K’| XAPT..8 | .IN..... 

Its dating is similar to that of the seal presented above. 

If we accept that these three groups of seals and ours belonged to one person, the 
question of their chronology arises. The possibilities are two: our seal to be earlier or later. 
The latter seems to me more likely. Drosos, formerly occupying various provincial offices, 
was appointed to serve in the central administration in his capacity as protonotarios. His 
position was sufficiently elevated in the hierarchy so that there was no need for him to 
inscribe his titles, which presumably did not match the rank of his position. In the taktikon 
of Philotheos, to which period the present seal is generally dated, the similar titulars are 
anthypatoi and patrikiot. 

It will be more interesting for us to determine who was the possible addressee of Drosos, 
protonotarios, in Pomorie (Anchialos) and Pliska. 

Writing to Anchialos is a matter of course. After 862, the town was again within 
the boundaries of the Empire and it was quite natural for a protonotarios from the central 
administration to sent his correspondence there. 

To whom in Pliska did he write? 

A great number of Byzantine seals dated to the period 870-893 were discovered in 
Pliska. There is also doubling of bullae having belonged to individuals who sent their 
correspondence to some border fortresses: Sozopolis (see no. 426-427), the kommerkia 
of Develtos (see no. 604, 1150) and the capital Pliska. Perhaps the reasons for that differ 
with each case. But in any case, these individuals were connected with other individuals in 
Bulgaria and on its frontiers. 

The bullae of Drosos, protonotarios, discovered in Anchialos and Pliska should be dealt 
with in this connection. 

He could have written to the chancery of the archbishop of Bulgaria in Pliska; however, 
if we adopt the above hypothesis that he was protonotarios of the dromos, it could be assumed 
that his correspondence was in connection with some embassy exchanged between Bulgaria 
and Byzantium generally in the context of Bulgarian-Byzantine relations. 


748. Θεοδόσιος P’npwtoonabapios καὶ πρωτονοτάριος (X c.) 


Private collection (Kl. Atanasov from Burgas). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-20 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint 
and specimen in a poor state of preservation. While the first three lines are more distinct, the last are 
preserved only in outline, as a result the restoration of the position is hypothetical. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Traces of a vertical 
inscription: ....]] K O -A' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OEO. | HOC.. | HAO'SA'| .OTAP' 
-Θεο[δ(ό)σ[ηως [βἴπρωτο)σ]παθ(άριος) (καὶ) (πρωτο)[ν]οτάρ(ιος) 
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749. Μάξιμος ? πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ πρωτονοτάριος (X-XI ς.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15154. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 150. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 13.5-15 (?) 3.5 mm.W. 4.20 g. Subsequently trimmed along the circumference as 
it seems the image on the obv. was meant, which damaged the inscription and the reading is rendered 
difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 194. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of a saint with curly hair and nimbus. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
AZIM .|.CIIAOGA |.. ΑΝΩ... 
[Μ]άξιμ[οίς)] or [Δ]άζιμ[ο(ς) (πρωτο)]σπαθά[ρ(ιος) (καὶ)] (πρωτο)νω[τάριος] 


750. Στέφανος πρωτονοτάριος (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24573. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21.5-23.5 (20 ? 
) 3 mm, W. 7.53 g. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint, as a result the reading of the text is rather 
tentative, the dilemma being whether Stephanos was a notarios or protonotarios. 

Ed. Wopaauos, ITpecaae, Ne 114. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription: ....1.Q).... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

(ΟΤΕ |. ANO. | NOT. | ΡΙ( | - o- 

[+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθε]ι [τ]ῷ [σῷ δούλῳ] Στε[φ]άνο [(πρωτο)]νοτ[ά]ρίῳ 


751-753. Βασίλειος Χαλκούτζης νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 


751. Private collection (Ivan Yotov, Yambol). Find-spot: uncertain, as the preceding. D. 15-25 mm. Half 
missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, πο. 10; Jordanov, Family Names. no. 743. 


N 
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2. Private collection (Ivan Yotov, Yambol). Find-spot: uncertain, either from the stronghold near the village 
of Zlati Voyvoda or the village of Melnitsa. D. 25-25 mm. The strike was well-centered, but not raised 
and legible. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 9; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 742. 


~N 
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. RHM-Shumen, no. 15230. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. 
Dim. 20-22 (21) 3.5 mm.W. 6.34 g. Good and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 195. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. The combined reading of the total text is via 
comparison of the two. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Poorly preserved bust of St. Basil blesing with τ. hand and holding a book (1. hand) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

a) .. R. | RACIA’. |NOTAP. |TOXA.| KT 

by Lo ROT. dA SABLE .. XAA]. T 

c) + KCR'O'| RACIA’R’| NOTAPI | TWXAA | - LT- 
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ἜΚ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) Βασιλ(είῳ) B' νοταρί(ῳ) τῷ Χαλκ(ού)τ(ζη) 
754. Κωνσταντῖνος β’ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ νοτάριος (X-XI ς.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15462. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. 
D. 23-25 (17) 2.9 mm. W. 7. 12 g. Incomplete imprint. The imprint is made perpendicularly to the 
channel. Parts of the dies printed only on the channel swelling. The overall reading of the text is not very 
problematic. 

Unpublished. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
eee |......| AOKON | CTANT’ |- N.- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
....[GAP'K .. |JANSN'TA | o PHO) ο | - o - 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού]λο Κωνσταντ(ί)ν[ῳ β’'σπα]θαρ(ο)κ[αν]δ(ι)δ(ά 
τῳ) (καὶ) ν(ο)ταρήῳ 


755. Λέων Χρυσοβαλαντίτης νοτάριος (XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Biulbiulev, Harmanli), offered for purchase at the Historical Museum, Yambol. Find- 
Spot: Silistra, according to its owner. D. 20.5-24 (21) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, which however does not 
cause the problems in the reading. On line 2, the position of this dignitary is written out rather unusually. 
The idea that strikes me is that the engraver has mistaken the places of the first two letters in the negative 
die. Due to the incomplete imprint, the patronym also presents certain problem in the reading. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 755. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of a beardless saint facing, with nimbus and heavy curls, wearing a himation. He 
blesses with his r. hand before his chest and holds (1. hand) unclear object resembling 
a scroll. Remains of the vertical inscription: .-..-.. || A-€-..-.. = [G-IIAN-TA] || A-E- 
[IM-ON’] ? 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o-|A€ONT. | ONTA... | TXRA..| ΝΤ. 
Λέοντ[ι] (sic) νοτα[ρίῳ] τ(ῷ) Χ(ρυσο)βα[λα]ν(τίγτ[η] 


756. Λέων νοτάριος (9) (XI c.) 


Private collection. It was given to me to document by Mr. Valentin Dimitrov from Haskovo. Find-spot: Blesna 
Fortress near Dimitrovgrad. D. 15-16 mm.W. 4.54 g. Weak superficial imprint, especially the letters of 
the text whose reading is more a matter of imagination. 

Ed. Jordanov, Blesna, no. 13. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of an indeterminate beardless saint with nimbus, himation and short curly hair. He 
blesses with his r. hand in front of his chest or holds an indistinct object. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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+MAP|TVCROH|.. (ONTI | .OTAPI | W 
* Μάρτυς βοή[θι Λ]έωντι [ν]οταρίῳ 


757. Νικήτας β᾽νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.13648. Find-spot: Silistra? D. 23-26 (20) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint 
and bulla in a poor state of preservation. Surface covered with incrustations. A piece broken. 
Ed. opaanos, Custucrpa, I. Ne 15. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-OK€ | ROHO. | .WCW | .AQ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- NI|. KHT. |. NOT. | PHO 
--Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ[ι τ]ῷ σῷ [δού]λῳ Νικήτ[ᾳ β᾿νοτ[α]ρήῳ 





758-759. Νικήτας νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 


758. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: generally Northeastem Bulgaria. It entered the museum's 
collection through me. I had obtained it from Valentin Zhekov Varbanov then from Novi Pazar. D. 23-24 
(15) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint due to displacement between the obverse and reverse resulting perhaps 
from the looseness of the dies in the boulloterion. The bulla itself is perforated to the left of the Virgin’s 
head. 
Unpublished. 


759. RHM-Shumen, πο. 15236. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
21-22 (20) 2.5 mm. W. 5.06 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 196. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion on her chest. Circular inscription:........ TOCO Δ’ 
Rev. A cruciform invocative monogram recording the name: NHKITA. In the quarters : NO- 
TA || PI-.@ 


[-Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Νικήτᾳ νοταρίῳ 


760. Νικιφόρος νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 21544. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-25 (22 ) 2.5 mm, 
W. 7.24 g. Incomplete imprint, perhaps due to looseness of the boulloterion. 
Ed. Wopaanos, lIpecaae, Ne 123. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of a military beardless saint (St. Prokopios) holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield 
(1. hand). No epigraph. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
KER’. | WCW.. | IKH®. | PONOTA | - PHO - 
[+] Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)[θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ [δού(λῳ) Ν]ικηφ[ό]ρο νοταρήο 
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κα ο ο ο ο ο ο ος 


ον 


LET 





761. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ἐξακτωρ καὶ P? 
νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15491. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak. Find-spot: Meinitsa. D. 18-20 
mm. Well-centered and well-preserved but incomplete imprint. It seems a plece was cut from it. All that 
renders the reading difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint (St. George) facing, holding a spear (r. hand). Trace 
from vertical inscription: 9- .. . || ῶ-.- Γ.. 

Rev. Inscription of five or six lines: 
TKC€R'O'|.T€DAN'A'|.. AO'CITIT | .PIKA'CE|.. (OPSR'N|.... 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) [Σ]τεφάν(ῳ) (πρωτο)[σπ]αθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 
[χρίυσο)τ]ρικλ(ίνου) ἐξ(α)[κτ]ωρ (Kai) P ν[οταρίῳ] 


h) ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου 


A high-ranknig official at the imperial chancery, warden of the imperial inkstand with 
purple ink. He controled the content of the imperial acts and by his signature guaranteed 
their authenticity. He had no assistants. He was first attested in the [Xth c. under Michael III 
(841-867) when magistros Theoktistos was appointed ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου (for him, see his 
seal no. 839 as logothetes of the Dromos). 

Lit. Dilger, Diplomatik, S. 50-65; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 311; Laurent, Corpus, H, 
p.101. 


762. Μιχαὴλ Αγιοθεοδωρίτης ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου (XII c.) 


Historical Museum Nesebar, no. 2161. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialo). D. 14-28 (26) 3 mm. W. 5.93 g. 
Fragment smaller than a half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Further two specimens from the same boulloterion were preserved in Fogg A. M., no. 345 and 
Istanbul, no. 201 known see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 225. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
δα TE Ss Rus 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
... AHA |... AIT]... AM] ...8 
+ Σφ[ρα]γίσ[μα ἐ]πὶ τ[οῦ κανι]κλ[ίου Μιχ]αὴλ [τοῦ] Αγι[οθεο]δω[ρίτ]ου 


Another seal of Michael Agiotheodorites as a private person was found in Pomorie 
(see Jordanov, Auxuazo, II.8; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 12). The discovery there of a 
second specimen of inscribed position illustrates the standing interests of this high-ranking 
official in a person located in Anchialos (for his person and official career, see Jordanov, 
Family Names, no. 12). 
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i. λογαριαστῆς 
Financial official who functioned primarly as controller of expenses. Logariastai served 
in verious departements and also of a private individuals ( ODB, 1244-1245) 


762A Μιχαὴλ ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ λογαριαστῆς τοῦ προέδρου (XI c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad [I 2009). Find-spot: Southern Bulgaria. D. 25.5-24 (20) 3.1 MM. 
W. 14.31 g. Well-centered and complete imprint, damaged on the obverse. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. ΞΘΚΕ | ROHOEI | ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | ACHKPI | -T’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
«ΛΟΓΑ | PIACTH | TSTIPOE | AP$ | - . - 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει Μιχαὴλ ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ λογαριαστῇ τοῦ προέδρου 


Michael must have been a logariast of a higher official, a proedros. It may be the period 
when the proedros was a position and it could refer to Basil Lakapenos. 


j) 0 ἐπὶ τῶν δεήσεων 


Ahead of the department of petitions. He is successor of the ancient magister memoriae. 
An independent official from the imperial chancery, whose office was earliest attested in 
Uspenski (842-843) and on seals from the VIIth c. Its department had as its task to receive, 
classify and check up all complaints addressed to the emperor and possibly to answer some 
of them certainly on behalf of the emperor. The significance of this office was great based 
on the fact that every citizen in Byzantium was free to refer to the emperor in person and to 
seek his justice. Despite being a lawyer, he never headed a law department. This position is 
combined with others in the province mostly on seals. In this case, it could be assumed that 
these were delegates of the capital department or emperor's envoys dispatched for a limited 
period of time to check up a single or a group of complaints. 

Lit. Bury, System, 77-78; Guilland, R. Le Maitre des Requetes.- Byzantion, 35, 1965, 
97-118; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 322; Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 110. 


763. N., β᾿᾽σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν δεήσεων (IX c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 896. In the inventory book it is noted that it originates from Rodosto 
and entered the museum’s collection on 29" June 1920. A plaster cast is preserved in Prof. Gerasimov's 
collection. It was made before 1947 and, as noted, was from the collection of T. Markov from Hisarya. 
I obtained the same information from I. Dzhambov, the then curator of the museum in Hisarya. Perhaps 
the bulla was replaced in the inventory book during the numerous shiftings and checks of the museum 
stock. D. 26-30 (28 ?) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint. Portions of the monogram and letters remained out of 
the blank. The bulla itself is in a good state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.5 ); Preserved in the lower half: .... 


|| A8-AQ@ 
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DR SIU ie Ua a 


ig ππἈ2Θοὸ 


Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
.... | IANQR'| .ITSTON | A€HC 
[-Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ] δού(λῳ Μαρ]ιανῷ βΊσ]π(αθαρίῳ) (καὶ) τῶν 
δεήσ(εων) 


The proposed restoration of the homonym is only one possible variant. The dating of the 
seal is generally to the first half of the IXth c. 


764. Μιχαήλ. β)πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν δεήσεων 
(X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14681. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D.26.5- 
28 (24) 3 mm, W. 10.70 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 197. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus (1. hand). Sigla: .. || X-H-A. 
Remains of a circular inscription: ........ CQ)A..... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ MIXA | IAR'A'CIL.| ..T8XP... | €TITON | A€EHCO) 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ]σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Μιχαὶλ βπρωτο)σπ[αθ(αρίῳ ἐπὶ] τοῦ 
χρ(υσο)[τρικ(λίνου) (Kai)] &n(i) τὸν δεήσ(ε)ω(ν) 


2. Fiscal Departments 
a) γενικὸς λογοθέτης 


A financial fiscal office, at the head of which was γενικὸς λογοθέτης. Its functions 
were connected with assessing and collecting the land taxes with a jurisdiction over the 
whole territory of the empire, and also with collecting other revenue such as taxes, duties, 
etc. 

Its earliest mention in the written sources 15 in the year 692, when the monk Theodotos, 
whose malpractice precipitated the fall of his patron Justinian Π (685-695), was appointed to 
this post. It undoubtedly existed under this name earlier, perhaps for a whole century, since 
there are titulars known by their seals dating from VIth-VIIth centuries. 

Both forms γενικὸς λογοθέτης; λογοθέτης tod γενικοῦ or only γενικὸς occur in 
texts and on seals. 

Of course, like other offices, it also evolved, expanding or restricting the range of 
its functions. Since the beginning of the [Xth c. it had acquired special importance. The 
kommerkiarioi, by that time under the control of the logothetes of the Praetorian Prefect, 
were attached to it (see Bibicou, Douanes, 171, 178, 219). 

The logothetes genikos had a large staff of assistants and their subordinates in order 
to be able to successfully fulfil the numerous complicated tasks of this department, which 
functioned as a real Ministry of Finance. Some of its assistants were the following: 

1) χαρτουλάριοι μεγάλοι τοῦ σεκρέτιου, charged with the task to keep the cadasres of 
the available land of the Empire; 
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2) χαρτουλάριοι τῶν αρκλῶν, charged with the task to keep the archives of the cadastres 
for every provincial dioiketai; 

3) ἐπόπται τῶν θεμάτων — inspectors of the cadastres in the respective themes; 

4) κομμερκιάριοι, charged with collecting and accounting for the tenth-percent tax on the 
distribution and sale of goods; 

5) διοικήται — tax-collectors collecting the land tax in their dioiketai; 

The office of the logothetes genikos was retained in the XIth c. as well, but its control 
over all fiscal lands was reduced. It again acquired certain importance in the XIIth c. Its last 
mention is in 1341. 

Lit. Bury, System, 86-90; Guilland, Logothete, 11-24; Oikonomides, Listes, 313-314; 
Laurent, Corpus, II, 129-130; Oikonomides, L'evolution, p. 135. 


More of 66 bullae of more than fifteen different logothetai of the genikon have been 
discovered from the territory of modern Bulgaria. Their find-spots are interesting to note: 

The greatest number, over 30 specimens come from the kommerkia of Develtos. It 
is fairly logical. The kommerkia is directly subordinate to the genikos logothetes and it 
regularly accounts for the kommerkion collected in it. 

The seals from Sozopolis (no. 813) and from the village of Galabovo, Stara Zagora 
region (no. 823) are perhaps also connected with life in the Byzantine Empire. 

The discovery in Pliska more of 20 bullae ofat least often officeholders should constitute 
a point of departure. Their correspondence was received mostly at a time when Pliska was 
the Bulgarian capital. [t is an illustration of the relationship between the Bulgarian state and 
Byzantium. 

The situation in Preslav is rather different. The number of seals is almost the same as 
in Pliska but most of them belonged to one person and are dated to the Xth c. when Preslav 
was a capital city. 


765-768. Βασίλειος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 


765. RHM-Shumen, no. 1209. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 22-22 (20) 2.5 mm; W. 8.55 6. Excellent style of engraving, 
very good state of preservation. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Mucka, Νο 5; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 8; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 198 


766. RHM-Shumen, no. 14842. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: land of the 
village of Marash near Preslav. D. 21-22 (20) 3-4 mm. W. 8.76 g. Complete imprint, slightly off-center; 
the blank seems to have slipped in the boulloterion. Cracked in the upper part along the channel. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 9. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.199 


767. RHM-Shumen, no. 14954/3. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot : Pliska. D. 
13-20 mm; W. 7.10 g. Fragment larger than a half. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.200 


768. RHM-Shumen, no. 14964/3. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot : Pliska. D. 
10-21 (20) 3 mm. W. 3.76 g. Fragment smaller than a half. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.201 
The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Anexceeuko, Xepconckoro apxusa, c. 181, Ne 17. It was struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Along the border of dots circular inscription: 
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———————— 


/———————— ὗὗὗὗὗ Δ ΞΞὄὄ.... 


—— 


+ KCROHOHTOCOAOVA(O 

Rev. Above the inscription, a bird (an eagle) flying, facing downward. Below the inscription, 
a globe or a sphere on two fleurons. 
Inscription of four lines: 
+ RACIAECIO) | RA'CIIAG'SI€ | NIKWAOPOO” 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βασιλείῳ βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) γενικῷ 
λογωθ(έτῃ) 


769. Ἐλισεῖος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
(X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19275. Found in the course of excavations of the site of the 
Southern Gate of the Inner City, square B4. D. 22-24 (22?) 2 mm. 6.00 g. Incomplete imprint. A large 
portion of the dies did not print. 

Ed. Viopaanos, Ilpecaaa, Ne 126. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription along the circumference: 
NS O€I...(0AOV A? 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
EAICE | QANOGVIT. | ATPIK’R’..| HAO’ST.. | KAO... 
[+ K(dpue βοήθ]ει [τῷ σ]ῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἐλισέῳ ἀνθυπ(άτῳ) [π]ατρικ(ίῳ) 
βΊ(πρωτο)σ]παθίαρίῳ) (καὶ) γ[εν(υ]κ(ῷ) λο[γοθ(έτῃ)] 
The new aspects in the present publication are the following: 

a) the restoration of the homonym: instead of [Μ]ΕΓΙΟΘΙΩ - [+] EAICE | (0 (see Seibt, BZ, 
89, 5.135); 

b) shifting the dating to the first half of the Xth c.; 

c) relating the correspondence not with the Strategia of Preslav but with the earlier capital 
period of Preslav, when a department of the Bulgarian central administration functioned 
in the area of the Southern Gate of the Inner City and maintained direct contacts with the 
Byzantine capital (see Jordanov, The Preslav Corpus, p.27). 

The homonym 'EAiceiog suggests an Armenian origin. I do not know of a dignitary 
bearing this name from the written sources. 


770-781. Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος kai γενικὸς λογοθέτης (end of the IX c.) 


770-776. They were struck in the same pair of dies and come from the kommerkia of Develtos. 
Ed. Wopnanos, /esenm, Ne 15-22; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 12-18. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Inscription between two borders of dots: 
+ KEROHOEITWCOAOVAQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
. s. [+ O€OAQP | QR'A'CIIAG' | STENIKMA’ ΙΓΟΘΕΤΗ |. +. 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοδώρῳ βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) γενικῷ 
λ(ο)γοθέτῃ 
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777. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 89. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 21.5 - 22.5 (7) 2.5 
mm. W. 6.47 g. Incomplete imprint. The bulla itself is chipped at the upper end and cracked along the 
channel. 

Ed. Wopaauos, Πεθέηπι, Ne 23; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 19 
No parallels known. 


Obv. As above. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ OE. | AMP’R’A’. | TAOAP’SA| OTOG'€TS | TENIR 
+ Θε[ο]δώρ(ῳ) βπρωτο)[σ]παθ(αρίῳ) (Kai) λογοθ(έτῃ) τοῦ γενικ(οῦ) 


778. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 147. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 22 - 23 (7) 2 mm. 
Broken into two pieces. 
Ed. Hopaanos, /Iesenm, Νο 24; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 20. 
No parallels known. 


779. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 149. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 22 - 22 (?) 3.5 mm. W. 
7.75 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. lWopaanob, /Jeeeam, Ne 25: Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 21. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. As above. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
. +.) + O€OAO | POR'A'CTIA.J'SPENIK(Q)|..... 
+ Θεοδώρῳ B'(xpoxo)ono[0(apto)] (καὶ) γενικῷ [λογοθίέτῃ)] 


780. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 115. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 21 - 21 (20) 5.5 mm. 
W. 7.75 g. Specimen in a very good state of preservation. 
Ed. lopnanos, /Iesexm, Ne 26: Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 22. 
No parallels known. 


781. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 415. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 19 - 21 (7) 3 mm. Half 
of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Vtopaanos, Jleaeam, No 27; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 23. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. As above. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ OEOA | OPOR’A’C | ITAOAP'S. | ENHKO. !...Θ. 

+ Θεοδόρο βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) [γ]ενηκο [λογο]θέ[τ(η)] 


The twelve bullae presented above belonged to one person: Θεόδωρος 
β'πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης. They accompanied at least twelve of his 
communications to the kommerkia of Develtos. This correspondence must have been of 
official nature. However, taking into consideration the active receipt of the correspondence 
and the fact that the titular here was a certain Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος, ἐξάκτωρ 
καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ γενικοῦ (on him, see DOS, 1, no. 76.1) generally in the [Xth- 
Xth centuries, it could be assumed that it 1s the same dignitary, but at a later stage of his 
career. That presupposes a private nature for a part of his correspondence: to his successor 
or acquaintance. 
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782. Θεόδωρος πατρίκιος, BP’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (end of the 
IX c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, either from Pliska, Preslav or Develt. D. 20-20 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 24. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Inscription between two borders of dots: 
+ KEROHOEITWCWAOVAW 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ G€OAOPO | IIATP'R'A'C. |. OAP'STENI |.. DO... 
+ Θεοδόρῳ πατρ(ικίφ) β(πρωτο)σ[πα]θαρ(ίῳ)] (καὶ) γενι[κ(ῷ) λο]γο[θέτη] 


If the owner of the seal is the same as of the above specimens, it reflects a later stage in 
his career. 


783-785. Ἰωάννης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς 


λογοθέτης (X c.) 


783. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 198. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 19 - 21 (17) 3.5 mm. 
Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, /leseam, Ne 28; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 25. 


784. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 199. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 20.5-21 (17) 3.5 mm. 
Complete imprint in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Mopnanos, /Ieeeam, No 29; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 26. 


785. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 410. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 19.5- 20.5 (17 ) 3.1 
mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. ltopaanob, /Jesenm, Νο 30; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 27. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Inscription between two borders of dots: 

Rev. Inscription of five: 
ο. E JOANN’ | ANOVITTIAT | P'R'A'CIIAG'| SP NHKO | ΛΟΓΟΘΊ. +. 
+ Ἰωάνν(η) ἀνθυπ(άτῳ) πατρ(ικίῳ) β(πρωτο)σπαθί(αρίφῳ)] (καὶ) γενηκο 
λογοθ(έτη) 


786-788. Λέων πριμικήριος, β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 


786. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 108. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 21-21 (20) 2 mm. 
Incomplete and poorly-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopaauos, /Teeenm, Νο 31; Jordanoy, Fiscal, no. 28. 


787. Archaeological Center, Develt, no.413. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 21-21 (?) 2 mm. 
Specimen in a poor state of preservation. 
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Ed. ορπαηθβ. /Ie«eam, Ne 32; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 29. 


788. Private collection (V. Panteleev, from Varna). Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 22-22.5 (21) 2 
mm. Incomplete imprint struck off center, but in a very good state of preservation. 
Ed. MopaanoB, JIesestr- Addenda, no. 8; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 30. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in Zacos Collection. Its publisher 
dates it to the early Xth c. (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 210). 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
+KEROHOITWCWAOVA’ 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 
+ ACON | .PHMIK’ | .A’CITA@’S| . ENHK’A | ..OOE€ | 
+ Λέον [π]ρηµικ(ηρίῳ) [β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ)] (καὶ) [γ]ενηκ(ῷ) λ[ογ]οθέ(τη) 


The owner of the seal Λέων πριμικήριος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς 
λογοθέτης, who sent at least two communications to the kommerkia of Daveltos was an 
eunuch. His titles are πριµικήριος and β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος. If we accept the order in 
which they are inscribed on the seal, πριμικήριος should be the higher, according to the 
rules; while they are in reverse order in the Taktikons of the time: πριμικήριος is lower than 
β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 292, 300). 


789. Λέων πριµικήριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to collection of Regional Historical Museum, Shumen 
(XII 2007). Find-spot: Pliska outer city. D. 13.5-22 (18) 2 mm. W. 3. 70 g. Half of what was once a good 
imprint. 

Unpublished, 
No parallels known 


Obv. Potent cross on three steps. Circular inscription beginning on left: 
+KEROHO'T..... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
. ACO |.. HR'IIP |..HKIP’|.. NHK |... OO |.. H 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Λέο[ντ]η β᾿πρ[ημ]ηκιρ(ίῳ) [(καὶ) γε]νηκ(ῷ) 
λο]γοθ[έτ]ῃ 


It is difficult to say whether the owner of the seal had anything in common with his 
namesake and owner of the same title presented above. 


790-798. Λέων ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, Bnpotoona8ópioc καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
(X c.) 


a) πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης. 
790. Archaeological Center, Develt, no.279. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 20-20.5 (18) 2.6 mm. 


Well-centered, but nevertheless incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Hopaauos, /Iesenm, Ne 33; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 31 
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791. Archaeological Center, Develt, no.405. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 19.5-21 (18) 2 mm. W. 
7. 35 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, /[esexm, Ne 34; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 32. 
The both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


792. RHM-Shumen, no. 14902. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 
18.5-20 (over 20) 3-4 mm. W. 7.76 g. Incomplete imprint. The circular inscription was cut. The blank 
on the reverse must have slipped in the boulloterion. The surface of the boulloterion is worn out and the 
relief of the letters is rather effaced and blotted. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 33; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 202. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Inscription between two borders of dots 
+ KEROHOHTWMCWAOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ AEON | TTIATPIK’R’ | A’°CIAGA’S| AOTOOEC'T | ΟΥΓΕΝΙΚ᾽ 
792. ΛΕΩ. | .IIIATP . | .R'A'CII.. | PEN... | Γοθς. 
+ Λέωντ(ι) πατρικ(ίῳ) βπρωτο)σπαθα(ρίῳ)] (Kat) λογοθέ(τῃ) τοῦ γενικ(οῦ) 


b) ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης: 


793-795. They were struck with the same pair of dies and come from the kommerkia of Develtos. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /Iecenm, Ne 35-37; Jordanov, Fiscal, nos. 34-36. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. As above. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ AEON [T ANGVIT| IIATPIK'R'A'| CHAO’SAOT | OO’ T TEN’ 
+ Λέωντίι) ἀνθυπ(άτῳ) πατρικ(ίῳ) β(πρωτο)σπαθί(αρίφ) (καὶ) λογοθ(έτῃ) 
τ(οῦ) γεν(ικοῦ) 





796-798. They were struck with the same pair of dies and come from the kommerkia of Develtos. 
Ed. Hopnanos, /[ese2m, Ne 38-40; Jordanov, Fiscal, nos. 37-39. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in Zacos Collection. Its 
publisher dated it to the late [Xth or the early Xth century (see Zacos, Seals, H, no. 202. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Circular inscription along a border of dots 
KEROHO’ TWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ AEONT’ | AN@VITTIAT | PIK’R’A’CIIA | Θ’5ΓΕΝΗΚΊΛΟΓΟΘΕΤ) 
+ Λέωντ(ι) ἀνθυπ(άτῳ) πατρικ(ίῳ) β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίῳ) (καὶ) γενηκῷ 
λογοθέτη. 


Did the seals presented above belong to one dignitary? What was their chronology? 

There are no substantial objections against the assumption that the owner of the three 
groups of seals is one individual. Clearly the first group, where Leo is just a patrikios, is 
the earliest. We cannot determine with any certainty however the chronological connection 
between the next two groups of seals, where he is already anthypatos. It could be assumed 
that the second group (nos. 796-798), with the invocation on the obverse not placed between 
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two borders of dots and the ligature writing of 8, is later. 

We cannot be absolutely sure whether Λέων πριµικήριος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ 
γενικὸς λογοθέτης, the owner of the seals presented above and the owner of the seals 
discussed here are one and the same person. If so, we need to find chronological continuity 
between the titles and to assume that he was an eunuch on the seal representing him as 
anthypatos and patrikios. 


799. Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 126. Found by P. Detev, a prehistorian, in Pliska in 1950. D.22.5-22.5 (22) 
2.5-3.] min. W.10.54 g. Good imprint and good state of preservation. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Ππµοκα, Ne 27; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 40 
No parallels known 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. I. 27); in the quarters : TO0-CQ) || AS-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.5.| + ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | HPOT'CII . | G'STENIK'| ΛΟΓΟΘΕ’ 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Μιχαὴλ πρωτ(ο)σπ[α]θ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) γενι(κῷ) 
λογοθέ(τη) 


800. Μιχαήλ πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης 
(X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 113. Find-spot: Pliska or Preslav. D. 18-19 (?) 2 mm. W. 4.29 g. Thin, 
strong imprint, as it seems additionally clipped along the circumference, thus large portions from the dies 
remained outside the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 40a. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription: 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
* M....| R'A'CIIA... | MIT8XP... | TP'ST€.. | of O.... 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σ]ῷ δούλῳ Μ[Γιχαὴλ] β(πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίφ) (καὶ) ἐ]πὶ 
τοῦ Χρ[υσο]τρ(ικλίνου) (καὶ) γε[ν(ικῷ) λ]ογο[θέτη] 


801-811A. Παῦλος Μονομάχος πατρίκιος, β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς 
λογοθέτης (X c.) 


801. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 578. Found in the course of excavations in G dwelling near the 
Southern Gate of the Inner City of Preslav in 1953. Poorly-preserved specimen with a portion chipped. 
Ed. Mopaano, [7pecaae Ne 127; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 41. 


802. RHM-Shumen, no. 14703. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 


14-26 mm. W. 8. 80 g. Half preserved from incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 43; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 475; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 203. 
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803. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14823. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 
document in Feb 2003. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 26-30 (26?) 3 mm. W. 15.54 g. The imprint did not fit into 
the blank due to looseness of the boulloterion. The bulla itself is bent and cracked along the channel. 

— £d. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 44; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 476; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 204. 


. 404, RHM-Shumen, no. 14834. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 


document in May-June 2003 . Find-spot: Preslav. D. 21-24 (?) 2.5 mm. W. 5.28 g. Incomplete imprint due 
- 10 the small size of the blank. The bulla is covered with white patina. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 45; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 477, Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 205. 










. 805. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14861/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 


document in November 2003. Find-spot: Preslav. D.25-29 (25) 3 mm. W. 9.48 g. Incomplete imprint. The 
bulla is covered with white patina. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 46; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 478; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 206. 


806. RHM-Shumen, no. 14861/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 
document in November 2003 . Find-spot: Preslav. D. 14-22 (?) 2.5 mm. W. 3.92 g. Half preserved. Good 
but incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller than the diameter of the dies. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 47; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 479; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 207. 


807. RHM-Shumen, no. 14904. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 
document on 155 January, 2004 . Find-spot: Preslav. D. 24-28 (?) 3 mm. W. 8.26 g. Only parts of the dies 
printed. A question poses itself: how could such an imprint be sent from Constantinople? 

Ed Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 47a; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 480; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 208. 


808. RHM-Shumen, no. 15037/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 
document on 15^ January, 2004 Find-spot: Preslav. D. 14-28 mm, W. 5.00 g. Half is preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 209. 


809. RHM-Shumen, no. 15235/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 
document on 175 April 2006 . Find-spot: Preslav. D. 24-28 (243) 3 mm. W. 8.36 g. Only parts of the dies 
printed. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 210. 


810. RHM-Shumen, no. 15235/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me to 
document on 17* April, 2006 . Find-spot: Preslav. D. 28-30 mm. W. 13.54 g. Imprint in a poor state of 
preservation. Cracked and chipped. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 211. 


811. RHM-Shumen, no. 15241. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. It was given to me 
to document on 17^ April 2006 . Find-spot: Preslav. D. 18-26 mm. W. 8.32 g. Half of an incomplete 
imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 212. 


811A. RHM-Shumen. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 15-26 mm. W. 
4.86 g. Fragment nearly half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The twelve specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels : Gorny, Mosch, no. 108, 3, April 2001, no.170. 


Obv. Between two borders of dots, the invocation: 
+ KCROHOCITOCOAOVA(O) 
In center, cruciform invocative monogram, containing the letters IITAVAQ). In the 
quarters: ITA-TP" || KI-0. 

Rev. Between two borders of dots, the inscription from obv. continues: 
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RACIAHKWIMPWTOCHAGAPIO 

In center, cruciform monogram, containing the letters: To ΜΩΝΟΜΑΧΩ 

In the quarters: KAI - TE || NI - ΚΩ 

+ K(ópue βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Παύλῳ πατρ(ηκίῳ βασιλικῷ πρωτοσπαθαρίῳ 
καὶ γενικοῦ το Μονομάχ(ω) 


The active correspondence of this Byzantine dignitary to unknown recipient in Preslav 
is interesting. He most probably wrote to a particular institution. 

For more information on the person of Paul Monomachos, see Jordanov, F. Names, 
no.481, presenting the later period of his career in his capacity as imperial sakellarios. 


812. Σέργιος μάγιστρος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (mid IX c.). 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14793/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Outer City of 
Pliska, unearthed along with other Bulgarian and Byzantine seals from the second half of the IXth c. 
D.23-25 mm. W. 13.24 g. The blank was smaller than the diameter of the dies, as a result the imprint is 
incomplete and double struck, as it seems. Worn and effaced surface. We do the identification on the basis 
of the specimens already published. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 48; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 213. 

Parallels: Further three specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the Fogg A. M. 
Collection (see Laurent, V. Sceaux byzantins inedits.- BZ 33, 1933, S.333, T.IV.1), Zacos (see Laurent, 
Corpus, Il, no. 307) and the Hermitage (M-12410 and M-12399). The last two were found in medieval 
Chersones. On them, see Coxo.stosa, H. B., Busagruückue neuara. VI — περβοῆ ΠΟΠΟΒΜΗΡΙ IX ΒΒ. 43 
Xepcona.- BB, 52, 1991, 210-211, nos. 42-43. 


Obv. Part of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters: . ()-CQ) || .... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
EPT. | Be | Ge S UBI ed eus 
[-Θεοτόκε βοήθη τ]ῷ σῷ [δούλῳ Σ]εργ[ίῳ μα]γίστ[ρῳ (καὶ) γεν]ηκ[ῷ 
λογοθέτη] 


In his last publication, V. Laurent (see Corpus, II, no. 307) dated this seal to the mid- 
IXth c. and identified its owner with the father of Theodora, Emperor Theophylos’ wife. We 
cannot be absolutely sure about that. The high title of this Sergios however cannot escape our 
notice. In the taktikon of Uspenskij all logothetai of this time hold the rank of patrikios. The 
high title of the owner of the seal emphasizes his close relationships with the Palace. 


813. Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (960-963) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.28141. Find-spot : Sozopol. D.24-26 (23?) 3 mm. Fairly well-made 
imprint and good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 48a. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ CICI| NIQIIATPH | KIW’S TENIKO | ΛΟΓΟΘΩΕΤΟ. 
--Σισινίῳ πατρηκίῳ (xoi) γενηκῷ λογοθέτ(ῃ) 
The owner of the correspondence received in Sozopolis is a certain Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, 
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καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης. The dating of the seal affixed to this correspondence is generally 
to the second half of the Xth century, according to its iconography, text and external 
appearance. 

Asuperb chalice donated by Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης is preserved 
in the treasury of St. Mark’s church in Venice. This chalice or rather the act of donation is 
dated to 962-963 (see Marvin C. Ross, The Chalice of Sisinios the Grand Logothete.- Greek, 
Roman and Byzantine Studies, 2,1959, 5-10) 

The coincidence in time, title and position leads to the conclusion that the owner of the 
seal who sent his correspondence to Sozopolis and the donator of the chalice is one and the 
same individual. Who was he? 

There are two main sources for his life: Theophanes Continuatus and Symeon 
Magistros. 

In Theophanes Continuatus, we find the following information regarding the years 
of Romanos II’s reign (959-963): “ And the protospatharios Sisinios, sakellarios, a man 
of dignity and capable in state affairs, he appointed eparchos of the town, but soon after 
that proclaimed him patrikios and logothetes genikos and appointed the patrikios Theodore 
Daphnopates eparchos of the town in his place (see Theoph. Cont., 470.3 f£., Zpodonacumenb 
Φεοφαμα, c.194). l 

We can read the following in Symeon Magistros: “and the protospatharios Sisinios, 
former sakellarios, he appointed eparchos of the city and soon after that patrikios and 
logothetes genikos” (see Sym. Mag., 470.3-15;757.13-15). 

A seal is known having belonged to the same person, on which he is spatharios and 
notarios of the logothetes genikos (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no 392). 

The chronological analysis of this information, taking into consideration the period, 
when other titulars were also at the head of the departments in question, define the following 
cursus honorum of Sisinios: 

1) σπαθάριος καὶ νοτάριος τοῦ λογοθεσίου γενικοῦ (950-7); 
2) πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος (?-959); 

3) πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἔπαρχος (959-960); 

4) πατρίκιος, καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (960-963); 

5) μάγιστρος, καὶ ἔπαρχος (?-967). 


Sisinios died as eparchos, during suppression of turmoils in the capital on 21st March, 
967 (see Skylitzes, 275.91). 

To whom in Sozopolis did the logothetes genikos Sisinios write during the period 960- 
963? His correspondence could have had both private and official nature. The latter seems 
more plausible. More reasonable question is to which administrative representative he wrote: 
to the Bulgarian or the Byzantine? It is more likely that he wrote to the Byzantine one, which 
raises the question of the power in Sozopolis: whether it was a Bulgarian or Byzantine 
territory. This question will remain open due to the lack of direct evidence. I dwell upon it in 
a special study of medieval Sozopolis. However, the indirect evidence as well as the seal of 
Sisinios, logothetes genikos, discovered in the town lead to the conclusion that during this 
period Sozopolis must have been within the boundaries of the Empire. 


814-819. Φιλόθεος βµρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (second half, IX c.) 
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814. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14512. Purchased by Dimitar Yordanov from Shumen (Emil Kossev). Find-spot: 
uncertain. We suppose Pliska or Preslav. One of the owners is Emil Kosev. D. 26-27 (27.5 ?) 4 mm. W. 
Good imprint, but blank too small. Holed in its upper part, presumably worn as a medallion or suspended 
from the document. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no.49; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 214. 


815. Private collection (A. Radushev from Sofia). He purchased it from a middleman who had bought it from 
Shumen. Presumably the same find-spot as the above. D. 25-26 (?) 3.5 mm. Fairly complete imprint, but 
less complete than the above. The invocation either did not print or was not preserved. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no.50. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Inscription between two borders of dots, beginning at 
12 o’clock:: + KEROHOEITWCWAOVAQD) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
1:0 Ἔ οἰ «ΦΙΛΟΘΙ.ΩΚ᾽ΑΟΠΑΙ.ΦΓΕΝΗΚΩΙ|ΛΟΓΟΘΕΊΙο F ο 
2:0 Ἔ o| ΞΦΙΛΟΘΙ (OR'A'CIIA | 'STÉENHKQ | AOTOOET'|o +F ο 
+ Φιλοθ[έ]ῳ β(πρωτο)σπα[θί(αρίφ)] (καὶ) γενικῷ λογοθέτῃ 


816. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14693. Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: 
the village of Omarchevo. D. 25-28 mm. W. 10.50 g. The bulla is in a poor state of preservation, broken 
into two parts. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no.51; Jordanov, Zhekova, no.215. 





817. RHM-Shumen, no. 14860. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot, according to 
the information of its former owner: Pliska. D. 28-29 (29 ?) 4 mm. W. 18.50 g. Incomplete imprint due to 
the smaller blank. There is also slipping of the obverse imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 52; Jordanov, Zhekova, no.216. 

The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

Parallels: A lead seal of the same dignitary struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in DO 58. 106. 
3711. See Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 309 


818. RHM-Shumen, no. 14957/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot, according 
to the information of its former owner: Pliska. D. 22-23 mm. W. 10.78 g. Incomplete imprint due to the 
smaller blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.217. 


819. RHM-Shumen, no. 14957/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot, according 
to the information of its former owner: Pliska. D. 28-29 (29 ?) 4 mm. W. 11.26 g. Incomplete but superb 
imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.218. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots, 
beginning at twelve o'clock: + KCROHOEI........ * 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


816: D P | OR'A'CIIAO. | T€NIKQA .| TOE .. 

817: +* + |+ DIAOO . | OR'A'CIIAO. |. FENIKQA. | TOO€TI| +*+ 
818: losses. |. RACHA .. | ENIKOA. | FOOET? | .+. 
819: .+. | .ΦΙΛοθε| .Κ᾽Α0ΠΑΘ’5ΙΓΕΝΙΚΩΛΟΙ...... [te 


+ Φιλοθέῳ β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφῳ) [(καὶ)] γενικῷ λ[ο]γοθέτῃ 
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According to the publisher of the Dumbarton Oaks specimen, it dates from the mid- 
IXth c. and belonged to one of the partizans of the caesar Bardas before the enthronement of 
Basil I on 21* April 866 (Symeon Logothetes, 131.36). 


820-827A. Φώτιος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος kai γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 


820. RHM-Shumen, no. 14809/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot, according to 
the information of the former owner: Pliska. D. 21-22 (20 ?) 3 mm. W. 7.42 g. Well-centered and almost 
complete imprint, but in a poor state of preservation; as a result, some letters are difficult to read. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 53. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 219. 


821. RHM-Shumen, no. 14809/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot, according 
to the information of the former owner: Pliska. D. 20-20.5 (20 ?) 3 mm. W. 8.26 g. As with the above, 
the imprint was well-centered, but still some parts did not print due to the equal size of the blank and the 
dies. The surface of the bulla is very well preserved and covered with white patina. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no.54; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 220. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
ἘΚΕΒΟΗΘΗΤΩΟΟΔΟΥΛΩ 

Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
+ POTI | WR’A’CHA | OQ'STENI| K'AQTO) 
+ Potio β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) (καὶ) γενικ(ῷ) λωγω[θ(έτη)] 


822. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 411. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 15.5-17 (14 7) 3 mm. 
Off-centered imprint. Surface covered with incrustations. 
Ed. ΗΟΡΗΔΗΟΒ. /Teseam, Ne 41; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 55. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
KEROHOHTWCWAOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+| POTI | .R'A'CIA | O’SPENIK’ | OTOO. |+ 
+ Φωτί[ῳ] β(πρωτο)σπαθί(αρίφ) (καὶ) γενικ(ῷ) [λ]ογοθ[έ(τῃ)] + 


823. RHM-Yambol, no.Il 4776. Find-spot: the land of the village of Gulabovo, Stara Zagora region. D. 19.5-19 
(over 19) 2.5 mm. Off-centered and incomplete imprint. The surface is damaged at some places. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 56. 


824. Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 407. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 20-21 (over 19) 3 mm. 
Incomplete imprint, since the blank was smaller than the size of the dies. 
Ed. WopazanoB, /Teseam, Νο 45; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 57. 


825. RHM-Shumen, no. 14903. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 20- 
20 (over 20) 3.1 mm. W. 8.80 g. Incomplete imprint since the blank was smaller than the size of the dies. 
The upper part of the cross and line 1 of the inscription remained out of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no.58; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 221. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. The most characteristic feature is the floral 
ornament engraved in the field below and perhaps above the inscription. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 318 A-B. 














Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots : 
3. + KEROHO.......... 


4 ARER. κα μονές Ωω 
SERER ο... ω 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
3. OTIO. .ΠΑΘΑΡ.Ι. .ΓΕΝ...] .. roo.. 
eoi p biis |. ΟΠΑΘΑΡ. |. €r€NH..| AOTOOE . 
Sor |A'CIIAO .. .| KETENH. . | ΛΟΓΟΘΕ. 


[-Φ]ωτίῳ [(πρωτο)]σπαθαρ[ί(ῳ) κ]ὲ γενη[κῷ] λογοθέ[τ(ῃ)] 


826-827. They were struck with the same pair of dies and originate from the kommerkia of Develtos, The 
inscription proposed below draws on the three specimens. 
Ed. WopaanoB, Heserm, , Ne 42-44; Jordanov, Fiscal, nos. 59-61. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
+ KCGROHOHT(O)COAOVA(O 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ POT! OR’ A’CHA | O'SPENI | K'AOFQO 
+ portio β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) γενικ(ῷ) λογωθίότῃ) 


The main question arising from the existence of these four groups of seals is whether 
they belonged to one and the same person. 

The coincidence in the homonym, position, title, as well as their discovery in one place 
make this possibility quite plausible. Then another question logically follows. Were they used 
simultaneously or consecutively, 1.6. 1s there a chronological difference between them? 

A well-known factis that the logothesion of the gemikon was one of the basic departments, 
which sustained the life of the Empire. 1.6. its income and expenditure; thus, it could be 
assumed that more than one boulloterion was needed at one time. It could also be assumed 
that the differences between the three groups are also chronological. Our observations, 
including other seals too. lead to the following conclusions: generally for the period IXth- 
Xth centuries, the seals with the invocative Inscription placed between two borders of dots 
are the earlier: the seals containing the patriarchal cross with a fleuron are much later. 

(f we assume that there are chronological differences between the four groups of seals, 
the conclusion is that Photius was a titular for a longer period of time. 

Father Laurent proposed dating in the [Xth-Xth centuries, which seems to me acceptable. 
No logothetes genikos bearing this name is known from that period. 


828. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14771/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. D. 20-21 (2) 3 mm. W.7.18 
g. Incomplete imprint, made in the upper half of the blank. One or two lines recording the owner's name 
did not print. The bulla itself is punched in its lower part. It is impossible to identify it with the other 
imprints presented above, though it is very similar to them. 

Ed Jordanov, Fiscal, no.62; Jordanoy, Zhekova, no.222. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross. Between two borders of dots: + K........--. OVA? 
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Rev. Preserved from the inscription of four or five lines: 
lues bos does RÆCHA L. _TENHKO . | OTOOET’ 
+K(dpve βοήθει τῷ σῷ 8]o0X(o) . . . . (πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ) (xai)] γενηκῷ 
[λ]ογοθέτ(ῃ) 


829. N., ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15257. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: unknown (Pliska 
or Preslav). D. 13-21 (25) 2 mm. W. 3.04 g. Half of an incomplete imprint. 
Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 223. 


Obv. Part of a double crossed patriarchal cross with fleurons: 
Rev, Preserved from the inscription of five lines: 


PA | ANO... |. TP LNI J) A eas 
[-Κ(ύρηε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ....] ἀνθ[υπ(άτῳ) πα]τρ[ικ(ίῳ) (καὶ) γε]νι[κῷ 
λογ]ω[θέτ(η)] 

830. Ν.,.... πατρίκιος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15258. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: unknown (Pliska 
or Preslav). D. 14-25 (25) 2.5 mm. W. 4.76 g. Half of a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 224. 


Obv. Part of a rosette. 

Rev. The letters preserved from four lines in the lower half of the seal. 
T NEED m |. ATP. | STENI .. | ΛΟΓΩ . | 
[(-K(6puUs βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ...... ]π]ατρ[ικ(ίῳ)] (καὶ) γενι[κῷ] 
λογω[θ(έτῃ)] 


831. N., ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ γενικὸς λογοθέτης (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.18. Found in the course of excavations of Grazhdanski Complex site in 
the Selishte locality in 1987. D. 14-30 (29 ?) 2 mm. Fragment smaller than a half, broken into two parts. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription: 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

Ses N J aea V. sas PII .. PENT |.. AOI" 

[+ Aéo]v[x(1) ἀν]θυ[π(άτῳ) πατ]ρι[κ(ίῳ) (καὶ)] γενι[κῷ] λογ(οθέτῃ) 


The restoration and deciphering of the text is rather risky. We could assume with any 
certainty that it applies to a logothetes genikos. 


ϱ) ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 
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Anewdepartment which firstappearedinthesourcesin 1030and whose importance steadily 
increased. We need to distinguish them from πρωτοσπαθάριοι, σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτοι and 
σπαθάριοι ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν, an additional element to thier title in connection with the 
place they occupied in the Palace - οἰκειακῶν. a hall similar to that of the Chrysotriclinium 
(on them, see Janin, Cple Byz., p. 115; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 299 and p. here ). 

The extant set of documents regarding its activity leads to the conclusion that it had 
a jurisdiction over the lands having belonged to the fisc and not to the crown, from which 
he collected taxes, duties and fines. [ts origin should be connected with the activity of the 
sekreton of the genikon, where a special fund with the above incomes was created in ca. 
972-973. It seems that this department gained influence and independence during the reign 
of Basil II (976-1025), who paid special attendion to the expansion and management of the 
state lands. 

Lit. Dólger, Finanzverwaltung, 43-45; Guilland, Logothetes, 95-100; Oikonomides, 
Evolution, 136-137. 

The seals of dignitaries from this department presented below attest to their belonging 
to the college of this sekreton, some of them having had even additional main duties in other 
financial and administrative departments. 


832. N., ἀσηκρῆτης, β᾽νοτάριος τῶν οἰκειακῶν (XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 27. Find-spot: the town. D. 22-23( over 23) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. The seal was larger 
than the blank, besides, it slipped in the boulloterion at the striking. Disregarding these deficieucies, the 
bulla is well-preserved. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Fragment of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her chest. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
D | .HKPH. | .R’NOTA. | TONO... | AKON 
[+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ...... ἀσ]ηκρή[τη] B’vota[ptw] ) τῶν 
ο[ικε]ακῶν 


833. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης, ὕπατος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν 
(third quarter, ΧΙ c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 50. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 31-32 (28) 4 mm. W. 21.53 g. Good imprint 
and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: ^ bulla struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the collection of the Hermitage, see 
JIuxauen, AHcmopuueckoe suaueuue, c. 88 (Ges. I had the opportunity to examine it in 1984). 


Obv. The Virgin standing frontally, holding a medallion of Christ before her breast. Sigla : 
MP || OV. 

Rev. [Inscription of six lines: 
- + -| OKEROH | ΘΕΙΚΩΝΒΕς | TAPXHVIIA | TOKPITHT8 | ΚΗΛΕΚΑΙΟΙ | 
KEIAKO) | - * - 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει Κων(σταντίνῳ) βεστάρχη ὑπάῳ κριτῇ τοῦ βήλου καὶ 
οἰκειακῶ(ν) 
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The dating of the bulla is generally to the third quarter of the XIth ο. The iconographic 
subject and the titulature suggest a similarity with seal nos. 231-232. 


ϱ) οἰκιστικός 


An office whose character is debated.. The opinion that it was connected with the 
administration of the finances prevails. It was first mentioned during the reign of Leo VIth 
(886-912), when the properties completely exempted from taxaion by the emperor were 
registered in this office (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 313). 

It was in the department of the logothesion of the genikon in the taktikon of Philotheos 
regarding the same period (Oikonomides, Listes, Ph 113.32), and the titular of this office 
was σπαθάριος καὶ οἰκιστικός (Oikonomides, Listes, Ph 155.5). It was also attested in 
the Escurial taktikon (975): 0 οἰκιστικός (Oikonomides, Listes, S 273.20). 

Inthe XIthc., it was already a separate department with a numerous staff of protonotarioi, 
notarioi and chartoularioi. The chrysobullae with the donations of each monastery had to be 
registered here. The last mention of this department is in 1087. 

Notarioi, logariasters, etc. were subordinated to the titular. 

Lit. Nesbitt, J. W. The Office of the Oikistikos.- DOP, 29,1975, 341-344; Laurent, 
Corpus, II, p. 188. Because of the closeness of the terms οἰκιστικός and οἶκος Cikonomides, 
Listes, p. 313, assumed the possibility of this department to be charged with keeping a 
separate register of the crown’s property, for which reason he included it in the chapter of 
imperial domains. 


834. Νικόλαος β᾽οἰκιστικός (X c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. | 864. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 17.5-20 (15) 3.5 mm. Well-centered, but incomplete imprint. 
Parts of them did not print due to looseness of the dies or weak striking. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cwiucrpa, IV, Ne 11. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of a bishop saint (St. Nicholas ?) blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

--| +NI | KOAA’R’| IKCA| CTH 

Νικόλα(ος) βἸο]ικεαστη(κός) 





The data are insufficient for any search in the narrative sources. However, the fact that 
Nicholas is presented on his seal only in his capacity as β)οἰκιστικός and without a title 
points to a dating in the period of the Escurial taktikon. For the earlier period, it has already 
been mentioned that the titular was a spatharios. For the later period, as noted above, a great 
number of protonotarioi, notarioi, chartoularioi, etc. served in this independent department. 
The opinion was expressed that the titular in the X-XIth centuries was πρωτοσπαθάριος 
καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ οἰκιστικοῦ (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 399). 


d) ἀπογραφεύς 
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Financial officials sent from the central fiscal departments with the task to take an 
inventory of the size of the landed properties, to ascertain the changes that had occurred in 
them (made every indiction) and accordingly to assess the amount of duty which the owners 
of these properties must pay. 

As a term, it became widespread after the second half of the XIIth c.; before that date 
the same functions were performed by ἀναγραφεύσοι, according to the sources. 

Besides the officials in the central departments, there 15 also evidence of such attached 
to the respective administrative units. 

Lit. JImragpun, bvaeapua u Busaumua, 223-224; Kazhdan, OBD, p.134 and the quoted 
literature. 


835. N., ἀπογραφεύσοι (XII c.) 


Place of preservation: unknown. Found in the course of archaeological excavations of the church in Veselchane 
locality near Kurdzhali in 1962. D. 33 mm. Bulla in a good state of preservation. The photo is rather 
indistinct and rendered the investigation difficult. 

Ed. Manosa, E. Llppxpara s Kepipkana.- Poooncku cóopuuk, 1, 1965, c. 195, ο6ρ. 25; I. D. in BZ, 
59,1966, 235-236; V. L. in BZ, 60.1966, 5.235: Vopnanuos, Κ»ρπρκάπη, 105-106. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin orans standing facing. No medallion visible. Sigla: MP ll OV. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| €IIICOP.IZO | ICTOVOVMCPK | ΟΡΗΑΠΟΓΡΑΦΕΝ | CIKAITPA®AC | 
ΠΡΑΚΤΕΑ 
+ Ἐπισφρ[αγ]ίζοις τοῦ Θ(εογῦ M(rnx)ep Κόρη ἀπογραφεύσ(ο)ι καὶ γραφὰς 
κ(αὶ) πρακτέᾳ 


In the bibliogarphical reference in BZ, 59,1966, 235-236 I. D. proposed the dollowing 
reading: 

+ Ἐπισφραγίζοις τοῦ κουμμερκ(ι)αρίου ἀπογραφείέως) Εὐθυμίου τὰς γραφὰ 

ς κ(αὶ) πρακτέᾳ 

The reading of V. L. in BZ, 60,1966, 5.238 seems more logical and is accepted in the 
present publication. 

The difficulties in the commentary of the seal are due to both the unusual text, which 
makes it to a great extent anonymous, and to the absence of similar cases. 
In the cases familiar to me concerning the office οΓἀπογραφεύς, it is usually associated with 
a particular administrative unit, in which the given official had to take the census and audit 
and who had his homonym obligatorily inscribed. In our case, we have a body of census- 
takers ἀπογραφεύσοι. We cannot be absolutely sure of the department they represented: 
either that of the central administration in the capital or some of its branches in the province. 
We cannot offer a satisfactory answer to whom in this church area this fiscal body wrote, 
either. If we accept the assumptions made by the excavators that a bishop resided there, the 
receipt of a correspondence from this fiscal body of census-takers is quite normal. 

Still, judging by the style of engraving of the dies, by the overall appearance of the 
bulla, its shape and size, it could be assumed that 11 was made in the capital and that generally 
this department was located there. 
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e) κόμης τῆς Manias 


An office connected with the exploitation and control over the mines on the part of the 
state. The titular was in the department of the logothetes of the genikon (see Oikonomides, 
Listes, P 113.34; Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 191). 


836. Θεοφύλακτος β᾽στράτωρ καὶ κόμης τῆς λαμίας (IX-X c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20-20 mm. Well-centered and well-executed 
imprint; nevertheless, the first letters of almost every line did not print. 
Ed.Banescu, Inedite, no 5; Laurent, Corpus, lI, no. 402. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bird (a duck or a pelican) walking 1., holding a serpentine in its beak. 
Circular inscription between two borders of dots: +KEROH....COAOVAQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+O€WO | .AAKT'R'| .TPATOP’| .KOM’T. | .AAMIA’ 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοή[θη τῷ] σῷ δούλῳ Θεοφ[υ]λάκτ(ῳ) βἸσ]τράτορ(ι) [(Kat)] 
κόμ(ιτι) τ[ῆς] λιαμία(ς) 


The only correction I will try to make in the cited publications concerns the dating. 
They propose a Xth-century dating, without specifying it as early, mid or late. The manner in 
which the invocation was inscribed, the title B’otp&twp and generally the office κόμης τῆς 
λαμίας, presented only in the taktikon of Philotheos (899), point to a dating to the IXth-Xth 
centuries. 

Why a seal of a Byzantine κόμης τῆς λαμίας should be discovered in the region of the 
Lower Danube is a question of a different matter. Perhaps its presence there was connected 
with some interstate interests, or, as was already ascertained, the presence of the [Xth-Xth- 
century Byzantine seals in Dristra was connected with the see of the Bulgarian patriarch 
located there. 


f) πραγματευτής 


| could not find satisfactory description of this position in the narrative sources. 
According to the publication commentary of similar seals, a tradesman, a trade agent or 
a bkoker are covered by this term. According to the same authors, he could be a private 
individual with his staff, but also a representative of the state with subordinate officials 
responsible for the trade of particular goods and raw materials (see Schlumberger, Sig., 
566-567; Laurent, Vatican, 144-145). 

According to others, these were provincial traders who united themselves in 
amalgamation κοινώτης πραγματείας precisely at this period and whose members were 
supported in trade operations around the world (see The Economic History of Byzantium, 
vol. 2, p. 708.). 

The surviving seals of two Byzantine traders found in the Bulgarian capital Great 
Preslav raise a number of questions. What kind of traders were they: private individuals 
or representatives of the Empire? Who were their addressees in Preslav? Who were their 


299 


partners here: state officials or private individuals? What goods did they import and export? 
All these questions will remain open. Hopefully the future archaeological excavations will 
furnish us with sufficiaent information to fill this gap. 


837. Ανδρέας πραγματευτής (X c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain (Preslav).D. 26-26 mm 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.19). In the quarters, a dotted cross. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines.: 

«| ANAPEA | ΠΡΑΜΑΤῚ ASAO.PI | TOV | = 

+ Ανδρέας πρα(γ)µατ(ευτής) δούλο(ς) Χριστου 


838. Πλωτινιος πραγματευτής (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15459. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
19-19 (16) 3 mm. W. 7. 18 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Obliterated image of a patriarchal cross(?) Between two borders of dots circular 
inscription: “ΚΕΚΟΗΘΊ THOCWA’ 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
ΕΠΛΩΙΤΙΝΙΦΠΡΙΑΓΜΑΤΊ -.- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Πλωτινίῳ πραγματ(ευτῃ) 


The name Plotinios is very uncommon and is not attested on other seals. I have not 
found it in other written sources. 

The dating of the seal, according to its iconography, paleography and mostly the 
invocation inscribed between a border of dots, is to the last quarter of the IXth c. 


3. Logothetes of the Dromos 


One of the four logothetai at the head of the central departments of the Empire. Its 
name derives from the main duty of the office he headed — the maintainance of the road and 
communication systems. This office was first attested in the written sources in 759/760 and 
it was preserved until the end of the XIVth c. 

The responsibilities ofthe logothetes ofthe dromos can be distinguished in the following 
three basic trends reflecting important activities of the life of the Empire: 

1) Maintainance of the roads and the communications along them: a dense road system 
covered the Empire to the east and west having both ordinary and fast roads. 

2) He was informed by his numerous officials about the conditions of the roads and the 
accompanying situation. He was perfectly informed of the situation in the Empire and took 
measures for restoring order in the respective regions? Thus he acted as a foreign minister. 
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3) His main duty, for which he was never duplicated in none of the other offices, was 
in connection with the foreign embassies and envoys. He would meet them along with his 
assistants as far as the borderline, would escort them to the Palace, would negotiate in advance 
on the questions to be discussed, would usher the envoys into the presence of the emperor 
and inform him on the purpose of the embassy, would ask the protocol questions and receive 
answers for them. These functions and his actual power made him an indespensible advisor 
of the emperor, but he never had the authority of a prime minister. 

These conventional duties of the logothetes of the dromos are corroborated in the 
narrative sources from the [Xth through the XIth centuries. In the XIIth c. however, and 
more precisely after the death of Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118), the tendency has been 
ascertained (originating perhaps from the earlier period of the reign of this emperor) when the 
fiscal duties of the logothetes of the dromos prevailed and he beacme an actual chancellor of - 
the emperor, while the hitherto titular, the protoasekretis, left the chancellery after 1106 and 
appeared in the role of a chairman of the Supreme court in Constantinople (Oikonomides, 
Evolution, p. 135, n. 35). 

The logothetes of the dromos fulfilled his duties with the help of a staff of numerous 
assistanats, the most important of which are the following: 

a) πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου — in the real sense of the word, assistant of the 
logothetes who substituted for him when he was absent. He headed the office of the notarioi 
at his department, through which he furthered the decrees of the Imperial council concerning 
the activity of the department. 

b) χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου in charge of the financial issues of the department 
concerning the postal services, maintainance of roads, local provision of different kinds 
of statute labour and observance of their correctness, etc. There seems to be only one 
chartoularios of the dromos from the early Xth c., which is corroborated by the Escurial 
taktikon (975), but on seals they are most often two: of the East and West. 

Lit. Bury, System, 91-93; Brehier, /nstitutions, 300-303; Guilland, Logothete, 31-70; 
Oikonomides, Listes, 311-312; Laurent, Corpus, lI, 195-196, 215, 220. Miller, 

Logothete, 440-442. 


839, Θεόκτιστος πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (829-842) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no.272. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos from the first period of its 
activity. D. 31-33 (24) 4 mm, 22.00 g. Superb engraving of the dies and excellent imprint. The bulla is in 
a superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, eseam, Ne VII12. 
Parallels: Another specimen, which according to the illustration seems to have been struck with the 
same pair of dies as our specimen, is preserved in the Zacos Collection (see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2497). 
Its imprint was however not so successful or the bulla itself was worn so that it lacks the distinctness and 
quality of our specimen. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. L5); in the quarters : T@)-CQ) || A8-A@ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ OEO | KTICTO) MATPIK’S | ΛΟΓΟΘΤΟΥ | APOM’ 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοκτίστῳ πατρικ(ίῳ) (καὶ) λογοθ(έτου) τοῦ 
δρόμί(ου) 
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The owner of the seal affixed to the correspondence to the kommerkia of Develtos is 
Θεόκτιστος πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου. 

Its dating, according to its paleography, appearance and text (the correlation between 
title and position) and mostly the fact that it was discovered in a closed complex dated 820s- 
840s, is to the period 820s-840s. 

A dignitary by the same name, title and position is reported in the years of the reign of 
Theophilos (829-842). 

His origin is unknown. According to some chroniclers, he was a eunuch, others rule this 
out. He appeared on the political stage in connection with the enthronement of the Amorian 
dynasty. Theoktistos, then in his capacity as a cheif (dometikos) of one of the main corps of 
the tagmata in the capital, that of the excubitoi, rendered a valuable assistance to Michael II 
(820-829) in taking possession of the throne. This help was many times compensated after 
the enthronement of Michael II. Theoktistos was introduced into the rank of the patrikioi 
and appointed head of the imperial chancellery, i.e. protoasekretis. He retained his positions 
under Theophilos (829-842) as well, when he was appointed logothetes of the dromos and 
along with that occupied the quite influential position of ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου (for the origin 
and significance, see Délger, Diplomatik, 50-52). His influence particualrly increased after 
the death of Theophilos (January 20^ 842), when he was appointed regent of the young 
Emperor Michael ΠΙ (843-867) along with his mother Empress Theodora. The exact date 
until which he was logothetes of the dromos is unknown, since the chronicles always report 
his two positions: ὁ πατρίκιος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου 
Θεόκτιστος (see Ios. Gen., 83.17-18), but he was ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου until his death in 
856 . It could be assumed that after Theophilos’ death, he retired from active administrative 
work (as logothetes of the dromos) and in his capacity as a regent retained the influential 
and honorific position of ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλίου, through which he also controlled the imperial 
decrees (the information on his life and activities has been abbreviated from: Mannmescxnuit, 
M. Πογοφετ Φεοκτποτ.- Τργϑοι kueeck. Oyx. akademuu, 2, 1887, 296-297; Dvornik, F. Les 
legendes de Constantin, 35-38; Dólger, Diplomatik, 51-52). 

Along with that, Theoktistos was an outstanding statesman, an initiator and master mind for the 
restoration of the icon worship. He was also the initiator for the creation of the Constantinopolitan 
university. He was a patron of many talented young scholars among which the creator ofthe Slavic 
script Constantine Cyril the Philosopher (see Dvornik, F. La carriere universitaire de Constantin 
le Philosophe.-BS/., 3,1931, 59-67; Guilland, Les logothetes, 48-50). 

In our case, it is of particualr importance to determine when and on what occasion the 
correspondence of Theoktistos was received in the kommerkia of Develtos. 

If we accept that it was received in Develtos in connection with his immediate duties 
of a logothetes of the dromos, we should look for a particular moment in the Bulgarian- 
Byzantine relations when a Bulgarian embassy arrived in Constantinople for the settlement 
of certain problematic areas in the relations between the two states. Perhaps instructions for 
the meeting and escort of the Bulgarian envoys were sent to the local representative of the 
Byzantine administration or to a special proxy of the logothetes. 

Inthe period 829-842 , when Theoktisos was a logothetes ofthe dromos, similar problems 
arose in 837 and 838, in connection with the Bulgarian expansion in Thrace, the Aegean 
coast, the Rhodopes and Macedonia (for a survey of the events, see boxnJoB, ΓΙΟ36ΠΕΒ, 
Hcmopua, 159-160). Clearly, these conflicts had to be settled by means of negotiations and 
embassies and, as already pointed out, the leading role in them on the part of the Empire was 
played by the logothetes of the dromos. 
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ζὄσἒὋ Ῥ͵-͵-᾽-᾽ζ: 





840-842. Θωμᾶς πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, P πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ λογοθέτης 
τοῦ δρόμου (Xc.) 


840, REIM-Shumen, no. 14679. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: the 
kommerkia of Develtos. D.25-25 (24) 2 mm. W. 7.20 g. Well-centered and well-executed imprint. Holed 
in the lower end and suspended upside down. 

Ed. Wopnanos, Jlesent [Adednda], no. 6; Mopaanor, Πογοτοτη, Ne 2; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 225. 


841, RHM-Shumen, no. 14680. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: 
the kommerkia of Develtos. D.21-22 (?) 2 mm. W. 7.50 g. Incomplete specimen in a poor state of 
preservation. 

Ed. ltopaanos, Π6βεπτ [Adednda], no. 7; Viopianos, Πογοτετη, Ne 3; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 226. 


842. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Presumably the same find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos 
D. 22-20 (20) 2 mm, W. 6,50 g. Incomplete specimen in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, JleBeir, Adednda, no. 7a. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
+ KCROHO EITWCWAOVA’ 
Rev, Inscription of six lines: 
+ OWMA | ATPIKIIP | CIIOCITR'A'C | IIAO'SAOTO | OETTOVA | POMOV 
+ Θωμᾶ πατρικ(ίῳ) πρεποσίτῳ βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (xoi) λογοθέτ(ου) τοῦ 
δρόμου 


The owner of the seal Thomas held the titles patrikios, praipositos and imperial 
protospatharios. Judging by the title praipositos, he must have been a eunuch. 

A titular by the same name and the title patrikios is known in the narrative sources. 

Theophanes Continuatus on the early years of the reign of Michael III (843-867) and in 
connection with the restoration of the icon worship reports that the regent empress Theodora 
called to herself the droungarios tes viglas, the patrikios Constantine. The author of the 
Continuatus adds that he was the father of the future logothetes of the dromos, the patrikios 
Thomas (see Theoph. Contin, p. 150, JIxo6apckuii, c.67). 

The name of the patrikios Constantine was reported again during the reign of the same 
Michael III, on the occasion of the feast in which the Bulgarian envoys took part and on 
which the future emperor Basil I appeared. The author of the Continuatus adds again "father 
of our logothetes of the dromos, the wise philosopher, and absolutely uncorrupted patrikios 
Thomas” (see Theoph. Contin, p. 229.10-12 JIro6apckuii, c.98.) 

The next information concerns the year 913 regarding the rebellion of Constantine 
Doukas. Theophanes Continuatus reports that a certain Nicholas, once a tax-collector in 
Haldia, who denied piety, arrived in Syria and took up astronomy or more precsiely astrology, 
sent the logothetes Thomas a roll of black-coloured material, which, after being washed with 
water by the Arabian interpretor Manuel, revealed the prophesy that the rebellious Doukai 
would meet their doom (see Theoph. Contin, p. 383; JIo6apckuii, c. 160. 

The same informaton is corroborated by John Skylitzes (see Skylitzes, 124,19-20; 
199,75-85). 

One of the letters of John Daphnopates is addressed to Θ]ωμ(ᾶ) πατρικίῳ καὶ 
λογοθέτῃ τοῦ δρόμου. Indeed, the first letter from the name of the addressee is missing, 
and could be restored as [Ῥ]ωμ(ανῷ), but it is more likely to apply to Thomas (see Theodore 
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Daphnopates, πο. 21). The author accepted that it was Thomas, the son of the patrikios 
Constantine, who was logothets of the dromos in 907. He dated the letter to 925, thus arising 
the question whether Thomas was still logothetes at that juncture or the former logothetes of 
the dromos is concerned. The latter seems more likely. 


It has been accepted that patrikios Thomas was logothetes of the dromos between 907 . 


and 913 (see Miller, Logothetes, p.452; Guilland, Les logothetes, 53-54). 

A question poses itself: is it possible to identify the owner of the present seals with 
Thomas from the narrative sources? The dating of the seal is generally in the late IXth and the 
early Xth centuries, hence it is quite possible that the owner of the Develtos seals is identical 
with Thomas from the narrative sources. However, the most commonplace coincidence of 
individuals having lived generally at the same time, bearing the same names and occupying 
the same positions should not be ruled out either. 

The discovery in the kommerkia of Develtos of three bullae ee belonged to Thomas 
should be considered in the context of the Bulgarian-Byzantine relations and not as a mere 
inter-departamental exchange of correspondence. The time when Thomas was logothetes of 
the dromos and specifically the year 913 was a period of active Bulgarian-Byzantine relations 
leading to the meeting in Blachernae and the signing of the peace treaty between the two 
states. These negotiations and meetings were organized and planned with the indispensible 
role of the logothetes of the dromos. . 


843. Λέων μάγιστρος, ἀνθύπατος , πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (X c.) 


Private collection (St. Bilik from Soifia). Find-spot: the land of the village of Kurtozhabene, Pleven region (7). 
D. 23-25 (23) 2.5 mm. W. 8.689 σ. Well-centered, but nevertheless incomplete imprint. The last line of 
the text was out of the blank. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base up to the first arm. 
Circular inscription along a border of dots : + KEROH© EITWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ A€ON| ΤΜΑΓΙΟΤΡΊ ANOVITATTI | ATPIK'SAO | P"T8APO'| ooo 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ S0bA(w) Aéovt(1) μαγίστρ(ῳ) ἀνθυπατ(ῳ) πατρικ(ίῳ) 
(καὶ) λογ(οθέτου) τοῦ δρό(μου) 


The data are insufficient for any identification, but still certain assumptions could be 
made. 

A seal of Λέων μάγιστρος, ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου is 
published in Laurent's Corpus of the Central Administration (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 
429). It is really different from ours both in iconographic subject and titulature. 

In De adm. imp.. 156-157.81-84, there 15 mention of an individual by the same name, 
title and position: 
μι after the time that this lord Leo had reigned, the then military governor at Dyrrachium, the 
protospatharius Leo Rhabduchus, who was afterwards honoured with the rank of magister 
and office of foreign minister, arrived in Pagania...” It concerns the preparations which the 
Byzantines made before the battle in 917 trying to win the Magars and Serbs of Peter, son of 
Goinikos (see 3παταρεκη, Mcmopua, 1.2, c. 376; ΒΟΚ«ΗΠΟΒ, ΓΙΟ3ΕΠΕΒ, Mcmopua, c. 256). 
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ο -- STS ο. ο ο SEE ο ο ο ο SUITE ο... 


Hence, Leo Rhabduchus was honoured with the rank of magistros and logothetes of the 
dromos after 917 and most probably during the reign of Romanos I Lakapenos (920-944) (on 
his person, see De Adm. Imp., Commentary, p. 134; Guilland, Logothetes, p. 54, no 19). 
In any case, it 15 curious for us to explain the presence of his bulla on the land of the 
village of Kurtozhabene, Pleven region, provided we can rely on the information of the 
finders. To deny the find-spot of the seal is the easiest thing to do. But in the light of the 
contacts of Leo Rhabduchus with Magars and Serbs, it is quite possible that he sent his 
correspondence to a partner who sojourned or lived permanently in this region. 


844-849. Θεόκτιστος πατρίκιος kai λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (X c.) 


844, RHM-Shumen, no. 14725. Purchased by Valentin Savov from Shumen. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 27-32 (27) 
3 mm. W. 16.90 g. Well-centered, but incomplete imprint. Some letters did not print. 
Ed. Mopnanos, Jlororeru, Ne 6; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 227. 


845. RHM-Shumen, no. 14813/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
23-25 (25 ?) 2 mm. W. 6.52 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Holed in center and 
used as a weight for a spindle. 

Ed. Πορπαηοβ, Jlororetu, Ne 7; Jordanov, Zhekova, πο. 228. 


846. RHM-Shumen, no.14813/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
11.5-22 (?) 3 mm. W. 3.18 g. Half of once incomplete imprint, besides, in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Mopnanos, Jlororeru, Ne 8; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 229. 


847. RHM-Shumen, no. 15259/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
16-28 (?) 2 mm. W. 3.62 g. Half of once incomplete imprint, besides, in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 230. 


848. RHM-Shumen, no. 15259/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
14-28 (?) 3 mm. W. 6.84 g. Half of once incomplete imprint, besides, in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 231 


849. RHM-Shumen, no. 15477/5. Find-spot: Preslav. Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad 
(07. 07. 07) D. 14-19 (?) 2 mm. W. 3.40 g. Fragment of an imprint made on a small or subsequently 
trimmed blank. 

Unpublished. 
The six specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
844. .OCOTO |. . R'TQCO | .OVAO 


845..0C. .. | KER . . . . |... VA. 
846950€. ο. J. R ose πων 
847. O€OT. | KER . ο. 
δ4δ...... |. , TOCO | OVAG 


849. ΘΕΟ... | KER . ο. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
844. ΘΕΟΚ |. Mer PIKHO) ..|. FOG'TOV|. POM. 
845. ΘΕΟ. |... TON. |. P.. HOS.|OTO ' TO.|AP . 
846... .. ler E a KHO Sb sius es 
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ος OTA T or SAW Av, ESI 
848. -O€ . .| TICT... | TPIK. ...|ΟΓΟΘ᾽...|ΔΡΟΜ. 
849. .. EOK | ... TOTIA |... ... TIPS EER CRM 


+ Θεοτόκε β(οήθη) τῷ σῷ [δ]ούλῳ Θεοκτίστῳ πατρικήῳ (καὶ) λογοθ(έτη) 
τοῦ δρόμ[ου] 


Clearly, this seal is different form that of the above titular who bears the same title. Its 
dating is generally to the Xth c. 

Zacos collection contains three bullae of a logothetes of the dromos by the same 
name: 

a) πατρίκιος β᾽ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (Zacos, Seals, II,no. 
324), 

b) ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 322); 

c) μάγιστρος, ἀνθύπατος, , πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (Zacos, Seals, II, 
no. 323) 

A seal of Theoktistos ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου is preserved 
in a private collection (presumably of L. Zarnitz) (see Seibt-Zarnitz, no. 2.1.6.) 

The publishers of the above specimens associate this logothetes of the dromos 
with the recipient of a letter from an unknown scholar dated 944. Its exact lemma says: 
Θεοκτίστῳ λογοθέτῃ καὶ πατρικίῳ ἐπιστολὴ ἀπολογητική( see Browning, R. The 
Correspondence of a Tenth-Century Byzantine Scholor.- Byzantion, 24, 1954, p. 421, epistle 
no. 95; Markopoulos, A. L’epistolaire du “professeur anonyme” de Londres. Contribution 
prosopographique.- Αφιέρωμα στων Ν. Σβορώνος. Rethymnon, 1986, 142; Steiner,. A. 
Untersuchungen zu einem anonymen byzantinischen Briefcorpus des 10 Jahrhunderts.- 
Europaische Hochschulschriften, Reihe, XV, Bd.37. Frankfurt am Main 1987, 161). 

If we accept that by logothetes is meant logothetes of the dromos, the coincidence with 
our seal is still more complete, since there is only one title, that of patrikios, inscribed on 
it. 

If we intergrate our seal with those form the Zacos collection, four differnt groups of 
seals of this titular are distinguished. Perhaps the seal of a protospatharios and protonotarios 
of the dromos belonged to the same Theoktistos at an earlier stage of his career (see Laurent, 
Corpus, Il, no. 466). | 

The four groups of seals of the logothetes of the dromos Theoktistos attest either to a 
great activity of his office or, which seem more probable, to its longer existence in time. 

It is of importance to us that Theoktistos, patrikios and logothetes of the dromos, wrote 
to Preslav at least six times. 


850. Λέων κουροπαλάτης kai λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (963-969) 


Private collection ofa collector who preferred to stay anonymous. Find-spot: uncertain, but many of the seals of 
this collector originate from Preslav. D. 28-30 mm. Well-centered, but nevertheless incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (P1.I.5); in the quarters: TW-C@ || AS-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ ACON | TIK8PO. |. AATISAO | .OO€T'T8 | APOMS 
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+Ocotoxe βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λέοντι κουρο[πα]λάτι (καὶ) λο[γ]οθέτ(ης) τοῦ 
δρόμου 


The title kouropalates connected with the office of the logothetes of the dromos and the 
dating of the seal generally to the second half of the Xth c. point to an identification with 
Leo Phokas, brother of Emperor Nikephoros II Phokas (963-969). The family Phokas were 
outstanding military commanders. Leo Phokas was not an exception. He was a brilliant 
warrior and military commander. He occupied the highest key positions for commanders. 

Here in brief is his cursus honorum (see Guilland, Domeestique, 34-35; Cheynet, 
Phokas, 301-306). 


1. P πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Καππαδοκίας (944/45 ) 

2. πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (955) 

3. πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Δύσεος(θ55 - ?) 

4. μάγιστρος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν(θ59-3) 
5 μάγιστρος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεος (?-959) 

6. κουροπαλάτης καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (963-969) 

He is kouropalates and logothetes of the dromos on the present seal. He was honored 
with the title kouropalates after his brother’s enthronement. Certain confusion among 
investogators is observed, since, according to Leo the Deacon, “And he appointed his brother 
Leo as kouropalates and magister” (see Leo the Deacon, p. 99.. It is clear from our seal that 
Leo Phokas held only the high rank of kouropalates. He had been granted the title magistros 
as early as under Romanos II (959-963). During the reign of his brother, according to his 
contemporaries, he switched from military to civil service and his name was associated with 
a number of speculations and abuses, which finally led to discontent with the Phokas family 
and to thier overthrow. 

However, there is no particular information on his exact civil office. The information of 
Liutprand is also lacking in concreteness regarding the fact that at the banquet on St. Peter's 
day in 968 he was neglected in favor of the Bulgarian envoy, "but when indignant I wanted 
to leave, the emperor's brother, the kouropalates Leo, and the protoasekretis Symeon [ Leo 
coropalates, imperatoris frater, et proto a secretis Symeon] ran after me...' and told him that 
the Bulgarian envoy was a patrikios and it was fair enough to be fovoured to a bishop, who 
was Frankish at that, see MBH, Il, c.326. But the fact that he reacted to the demonstration 
of the foreign ambassador has given grounds to many investigators to accept that he was 
a logothetes of the dromos. Due to the mentioned obscuriy, Miller has not included Leo 
Phokas in the list of the logothetai of the dromos (see Miller, Logothetes, p. 466). 

The office of Leo Phokas is clearly inscribed on our seal — logothetes of the dromos - 
and its data serves to supplement the narrative sources. 

There is one more seal available which testifies that Leo Phokas was kouropalates and 
logothetes of the dromos. 

A seal of a certain Niketas ostiarios and katepano of the domain of Leo kouropalates and 
logothetes of the dromos is preserved in Zacos collection (see Zacos, Seals, II, no. 1081). 

Leo Phokas was logothetes of the dromos until his brother's death in 969. After the 
enthronement of John I Tzimiskes, he was banished to Lesbos in Mathyimna. He particiapted 
in two unsuccessful attempts for restoring of his power. 

The other important element about the present seal is the fact that it was discovered in 
Bulgaria. Unfortunately, we know nothing of its find-spot, but it is very likely that it was 
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discovered in Preslav. In any case, its discovery in the Bulgarian lands should be discussed 
in the context of the Bulgarian—Byzantine relations in the period 963-969, which were very 
dynamic. It is no matter of chance that the information of Liutprand is precisely in the 
context of the Bulgarian-Byzantine relations. 


851-854. Συμεὼν μάγιστρος Kai λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (70s of the X c.) 
The two specimens were struck in different boulloteria or pairs of dies. 


851. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17218. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D.26-27 (24) 2.5 
mm. W. 9.15 g. Once a high quality imprint; subsequently the bulla was cut along the circumference and 
a piece was broken at the channel opening. 
Ed Wopaanos, IIpecnae, No 128; Wopnanos, ΠΟΓΟΤΕΤΗ, Ne 10. 
Parallels: DO. 58. 106 1592, see. Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 431a. 


852. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22183. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D.19-24 (7) 2 mm. 
Unsuccessful imprint. Bent. Its identification is on the basis of parallel specimens already published. 
Ed. Wopaanos, ITpecnae, Ne 129; ΜΟΡΠΔΗΟΒ, Ποτοτοτη, Ne 11. 
Parallels. DO. 58. 106. 3455, see Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 431b 


Obv. Two crosses (of St. Andrew and Greek) intersecting and dividing the field into eight 
equal parts. Pearls engraved on thier arms forming imaginary belts, which, according 
to some investigators, resemble the signs of the zodiac — one third of the zodiac. In the 
eight equal parts of the field, the invocation: K.-RO-HO-€I-T@-.@-A8-A@ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

- |+ CVM€ | (ONMATT | CTPOSAO | ΓΟΘΕΤΤ8 | ΔΡΟΜ8 | - - - 


Pose ΥΜΕ]... ΤΕ... uites «αι λος eue 
*K(opu[s] βοήθει τῷ [σ]ῷ δούλῳ Συμεὼν μαγίστρο (καὶ) λογοθέτ(ου) τοῦ 
δρόμου 


Το supplement the information of their previous publication, I wish to add that the 
correspondence of Symeon, magistros and logothetes of the dromos, might have been 
received in Preslav before it was captured by the Byzantines in 971. As itis known, Byzantine 
diplomacy then used many-combinative moves to isolate or win the Bulgarians, depending 
on the political situation. 

The available sources do not rule out the possiblity of Symeon to have been a logothetes 
of the dromos before 971. 


853. RHM-Shumen, no. 14710. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. D. 29-30 (22) 3 mm. 
W.11.00 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Hopzanos, Πογοτετη. Ne lla; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 232. 


854. RHM-Shumen, no. 14513. Purchased by Dimitar Yordanov from Shumen. D. 29-30 (23) 3 mm. W. 16.84 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 233. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore facing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: @-.€-O || A-Q-PO-C 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- * -| CVME | ONMATI | CTPOSAO | ΓΟΘΕΤ8 | APONS |- 


308 








] 
] 








ἜΣυμεὸν μαγίστρο (καὶ) λογοθέ(του) τοῦ δρόνου 


What is common between these seals is that they are modern counterfeits. As a whole 
the imprint is weak, certain letters were deliberately changed, while others were mistaken 
(for example, APONS instead of APOMS) something which a capital engraver would not 
allow on the seal of the logothetes of the dromos. 


855. Μιχαὴλ Ἀριστηνός λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (late XI c.) 


RHM-Pernik, no. 938. Found in the course of excavations of the medieval fortress in square V/88, at a depth of 
0.50 m on 25" June 1969. D. 21-21 (20) 3 mm. Well-centered imprint and well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. IOpykosa, IIepunk, Il, 115-17, ταδπ. Π.2; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 57. 
Parallels: Two other specimens, struck with the same pair of dies, are stored in the Cabinet de medailles 
in Paris (no. 43) and the Numismatic Museum in Vienna (no. 667). On them, see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 
439; Wassiliou, Seibt, no. 56. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+TON. | PICTHNON |ΝΥΝΛΟΓΟΘΕ | THNAPO | MOV 
+Tov [Α]ριστηνὸν νῦν λογοθέτην δρόμου 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ | TONMI | XAHAA€ | KNVCICOPA | FIAOCTV |IIOC 
+Tov Μιχαὴλ. δείκνυσι σφραγίδος τύπος 


856-857. Παῦλος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ δρόμου (X c.) 


856. RHM-Shumen, no. 15250. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
27-27 (25) 3 mm. W. 9.92 g. Incomplete imprint. Damaged, cracked and hit during unearthing. The 
most typical however is that on the obv. an imprint of a textile is visible, thus preventing the letters from 
printing, 1.6. the material was in the boulloterion. 

Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 234 


857. RHM-Shumen, no. 14851. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
27-29 (7) 3 mm. W. 10.28 g. Incomplete imprint. Only some letters were preserved. The restoration is on 
the basis of the above specimen. 

Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 235 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, Il. no. 430. 


Obv. Letters from the first two or three lines are visible. 
OC we) ER. he 
» PORZR ODHOHI.].22 
Rev. Preserved from the inscription of five lines: 
.....[|.NOJIAT | . ATPIK’SA | .OO€TIT |.. POM8 
nee oto d . | HATPIK'SA|..G€TIT|. . . . .. 
* Θε[οτ]όκ(ε) β[οήθη τῷ σ(ῷ) δούλῳ Παύλῳ ἀ]νθ[υ]πάτ(ῳ) πατρικ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
λ(ο)[γ]οθέτι τ(οῦ) [δ]ρόμου 


The presented parallel is not a whole specimen either. The reading of the name of this 
logothetes of the dromos is not certain. According to Laurent it is dated to the Xth c. which 
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corresponds to the medium in which it was found. 
b) πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου: 
858. Παντολέον ὕπατος καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου (20s of the IX c.) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 216. Found in the course of excavations in the kommerkion of Develtos 
from the first period of its activity. D. 25-27 (over 27) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, since the blank was 


smaller than the dies. 

Ed.Wopaanos, /Ieseam, Ne VIL13. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the Thierry Collection, see 
Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 443. 


Obv. Part of a cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. I.5 ); in the quarters : .()-.0) || A8- AC) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΑΝΤ.|. €ONTIVIT | .A'NOT T. | APOM’ 
+ G(eoxó)ke Bonn [τ]ῷ σ[ῷ] δούλῳ [Π]αντ[ολ]έοντι ὑπ(άτῳ) {καὶ} 
(πρωτο)νοτ(αρίῳ) τ[οῦ] 6póu(ov) 


The owner of the seal affixed to his correspondence is Pantoleon, hypatos and 
protonotarios of the dromos. His duties of an assistant and sometimes proxy of the logothetes 
of the dromos have alrady been discussed above. 

What we need to determine is when, on what occasion and to whom he sent his 
correspondence. 

The dating of the seal, according to the publisher of the cited parallel specimen, 1s 
generally to the first half of the [Xth c. The combination of the title hypatos and the position 
protonotarios of the dromos point to a more precise dating. The title hypatos, which was 
once honorific and high-ranking, lost its value in the [Xth c., and in 840s it was of a very low 
rank. It is only mentioned in the taktikon of Uspenskij. Two decades earlier it was held by 
the kommerkiarios of Adrianoupolis (see no. 1106), thus it could be held by a protonotarios 
of the dromos from that period or earlier. 

Two letters of Theodore Stoudites dated 821 and between 824 and 826 were addressed 
to a certain Pantoleion, logothetes (Theodore Studitae, Epistulae, ed. G. Fatouros. Corpus 
Fontum, H.B., vol. XXXI, Berolini et Novi Eboraci, MCMXCII, nos. 425;523PG, XCIX, 
coll. 1321 et 1577). It was not specified what kind of logothetes this Pantoleon was (he could 
have been logothetes of the dromos or of the genikon), but it could be assumed that at an 
earlier stage of his career, he was a protonotarios of the dromos. 

But let us go back to the question of the occasion on which his correspondence was 
received in Develtos. There may have been various reasons, but it is quite possible that he 
was charged by his titular (the logothetes of the dromos) to meet and escort some Bulgarian 
embassy to Constantinople. 

Taking into consideration the dating of the seal (820s), there was such Bulgarian 
embassy in connection with the signing of the peace treaty between Bulgaria and Byzantium 
in 815/816, or a little later for the settlement of the clauses of this treaty. 


859. Ἰωάννης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος, πρωτοασηκρῆτης καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ 
δρόμου (IX-X c.). 
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Archaeological Center, Develt, no.78. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 22-24 )18) 2. 5 mm. Good 
imprint, though off-center. Slipping of the blank in the boulloterion occurred and one end was "bitten". 
The bulla itself is in a good state of preservation, disregarding the fact that the obverse is scratched. 
Ed Mopaanos, Πεβεῃτ, Ne VIL 14. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in Zacos collection. Its 
publisher (Zacos, Seals, Il, no 185) dated it to the late [Xth and the early Xth centuries, which is an 
acceptable dating for our seal too. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps. Inscription between two borders of dots: 
+ KEROHOHTWCWAOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
oo | - IOAN | N'R'A'CHA | OA'ACHK'| SA'NOTT| OVAPO' 
-K(ópue Born τῷ σῷ 600A(9) Ἰωάνν(ῃ) β(πρωτο)σπαθα(ρίφ) ἀσηκ(ρήτῃ) 
(καὶ) (πρωτο)νοτ(αρίῳ) τοῦ δρό(µου) 


The Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 55. 1. 1486) contains another seal with the same 
iconographic subject and invocation on the obv. and the following text on the rev.: +1WAN|. 
HR'A'CIIAJO'SA'ACH| KPIT’ 

It has a similar dating (see Laurent, Corpus, IT, no. 6) with that of our seal, thus allowing to 
accept (though the name John was too common) that they belonged to one person. The DO 
seal illustrates an earlier stage in his career. 

John held the title protospatharios and combined two quite effective positions: 

πρωτοασηκρῆτης and πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου. How he realised this in practice is 
hard for me to say. It is perhaps a kind of exception. Πρωτοασηκρήητης, as mentioned 
above, was a close associate of the emperor and at the head of the imperial chancellery, 
but along with that, he knew the particulars of the negotiations of the emepror with foreign 
envoys and embassies. 
Πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου was an assistant and he sometimes acted deputy for the 
logothetes of the dromos. The combined holding of two such offices has to be explained 
perhaps with the urgency of the moment. Perhaps a foreign embassy arrived or was expected, 
at which John, having been a trusted man of the emperor, was attached and in his capacity 
as protonotarios of the dromos had a full-value participation in these nagotiations acting as 
a coordinator of the imperial policy as well. 

The receipt in Develtos of a correspondence impressed with the seal of the protonotarios 
ofthe dromos attests to the fact that this practice (the kommerkion to be one ofthe subdivisions 
of the department of the logothetes of the dromos in the realization of his habitual activities) 
was still in existence fifty years later (taking into consideration the previous seal). 

The bulla of John πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου was a witness of familiar and 
unknown Bulgarian-Byzantine relations realized through exchange of correspondence and 
embassies. 


860. Ἰωάννης (2) p'npotoona0dpiog ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ πρωτονοτάριος 
τοῦ δρόμου (XI c.). 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17270. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-30 (22 ) 2 mm. 
W. 9.85 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Indistinct letters, some obliterated. Struck over another. 
Ed. Wopnanos, IIpecaae, Ne 130. 
No parallels known. 





Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in her 1. arm. Atr., sigla: M,A. Circular incscription 
within a border of dots beginning at 9 o’clock:+ OKEROIOITWCWA..... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ R'A'CIIA | G'CIIIT8. | P'SA'NOT. | TOVA.. Μην 
-Θ(εοτό)κε βοίθι τῷ σῷ δ[ούλ(ῳ) Ἰω(άννη)] β(πρωτο)σπαθί(αρίφ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
[χρ(υσοτ)]ρ(ικλίνου) (xoi) (πρωτο)νοτ[α(ρίῳ)] τοῦ δ[ρό(μου)] 


861. N., β) σπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ δρόμου (X 


ς.). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14767. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Malak Preslavets, 
Silistra region. D. 14-25 (23) 2-5 mm. W. 4.80 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Jlororeru, Ne 15; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 236. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a cross with profiled arms. Poorly preserved half of the inscription with the 
invocation + KEROHOHTWCO)... 

Rev. Cruciform monogram, of which the following letters are visible: above P, below W, at 
r. K and in center perhaps X. In the quarters: 
s PRG |. | TIPO La APIQ)| ... | POM. 
+K(dprje βοήθη τῷ σῷ [δούλῳ N..] β'σ[παθίαρίῳ) (καὶ) ] προ[τ(ο)νοτ]αρίῳ 
[τοῦ δ]ρόμ[ου] 


The inscription is incomplete. If we accept that the monogram records the family name 
or sobriquet of the owner of the seal, the missing two or three letters at the beginning of the 
inscription may record the proper name John or Constantine. 


c) χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου: 


862. Νικήτας β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ 
δρόμου (X-XI c.). 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22178. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 10-21 (over 22 ) 2 
mm. Half of once good imprint. 
Ed. Wopaauos, Πρεσπας, Ne 131. 
No paralells known. 


Obv. Decorative cross with flaring arms, each end decorated with three pellets; on either 
side, a fleuron up to the first arm; rosace in each of the upper quarters. Traces of a 
circular inscription: + KEROH@EL........ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

..HT. | .. MA@’E. |... VCOT'.| .T8A. | ...POM DP 
ΕΚ(ύρυε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Νικ]ήτ[ᾳ β(πρωτο)σ]παθίαρίῳ) efni του 
χρ]υσοτ(ρικλίνου) [(Kat) χαρ]τουλ(ά)[ρ(ίῳ) τοῦ δ]ρόμ(ου) 


863. Χριστοφόρος πριμικήριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως (X c.) 
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National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 15032. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20-21 (20) 2.3 mm. Unsatisfactory 
imprint, the blank has not been centered properly in the bulloterion. The bulla itself is poorly preserved, 
especially its reverse. 

Ed. Wopnanos, Cusucrpa, II, Ne 17. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
KE.. | (OC.AOV | A'X..CTO | ®’A’MIK’ | PIO 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
*KAI | XAPT8AA | PIDT8APO | MBTHCAV | CEWC 
+K(bpre [β(οή)ϑ(ει) τ]ῷ σ[ῷ] δούλ(ῳ) Χ[ρι]στοφ(όρῳ) (πρι)μικ(η)ρίῳ καὶ 
χαρτουλαρίῳ τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως 


864. Χριστοφόρος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐπὶ τῶν βαρβάρων (X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15492. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 216. Find-spot: Melnitsa. D. 
14-23 (22) 2.5 mm. W. 3.90 g. Half of what was once an excellent imprint. 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. A griffin on 1., attacking a dragon. 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
....CT|....@’R’°C|...POKAN |... EMTO |.. APRAP |. t . 
[+ Χρι]στ[οφόρ]ῳ β᾽σ[παθα]ροκαν[δ(ι)δ(ά)τῳ)] ἐπὶ τὸ[ν β]αρβάρον 


4. Logothetes tou stratiotikou 


865. Νικήτας, ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ λογοθέτης τοῦ 
στρατιωτικοῦ (X c.). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15177. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 173. Find-spot: uncertain 
(region of Plovdiv ?). D. 27-28 (22) 2.5 mm. W. 10.96 g. Well-centered and complete imprint, but 
damaged most probably during the unearthing. Good patina. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 237. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base up to second transverse 


bar.Circular inscription along border of dots : +KEROHOEITWCW...00 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


-NIKH |.. ANOVIL | .. TP’R’A’C |. .O’SCTP | ΑΤΙΩΤΚΊΛΟΓΟΘ᾽ 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ [δούλ]ῳ Νική[τᾳ] ἀνθυπ(ά)[τ(ῳ) πα]τρ(ικίῳ) β᾽ 
(προτω)σ[πα]θ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) στρατιωτ(ικοῦ) λογοθ(εσίου) 


5. Logothetes ton agelon 


His department was first attested in the early IXth c., but it is generally agreed that 


it succeeded the praepositus gregum of the IVth c., although there is no direct evidence 
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of the link. It had under its control the large stock-breeding centers in Asia Minor and the 
Rhodopes, where horses and mules were raised for the needs of the Palace, the administration 
and mostly the army. At war time, the logothetes of the herds had to gather and care for the 
horses and draught animals pending their passing on to κόμης τοῦ σταύλου. 

At the head of the department was λογοθέτης τῶν ἀγελῶν and his closest assistant 
and proxy, when he was absent, was ἐκ προσώπου τοῦ λογοθέτου τῶν ἀγελῶν. 

Lit. Bury, System, p.111; Brehier, Institutions, 107, 127, 226; Guilland, Les logothetes, 
71-75; Oikonomides, Listes, p.328; Laurent, Corpus, II, 289-290; ODB, 1247. 


866-871. Βασίλειος β)ὁστιάριος, ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ ἐκ προσώπου τοῦ λογοθέτου 
τῶν ἀγελῶν (X-XI c.). 


866. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 2392. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-19 (19 ?) 2 
mm,W. 4.30 g. Unsuccessful imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, IIpecnae, Ne 132. 


867. RHM-Shumen, 14730/16. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
14-24 (?) 2 mm. Fragment about a half. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 238. 


868. RHM-Shumen, no. 14855/1]. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
23-24 (20) 3 mm. W. 6.16 g. Unsuccessful imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 240. 


869. RHM-Shumen, no.14855/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
22-23 (18) 3 mm. W. 6.60 g. Unsuccessful imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 241. 


870. RHM-Shumen, no. 14905. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
20-22 (21) 3 mm. W. 6.40 g. Unsuccessful imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 242. 


870a. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad [XI 2008]). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 25-26 (?) 2 W. 8.90 g. 
Unsuccessful imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


871. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Find-spot: Preslav. Found during excavations of the Palace 
Center — Southwest site in 2007. D. 24.5-25 (21) 2.6 mm. W. 9.36 g. Blurred imprint, parts of the fields 
did not print, dented by a sharp object during excavations. We restore the letters of indisctinct graphics 
on the basis of the other specimens. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. A decorated composition with an elaborate fleuron in each quarter. Traces of a circular 
inscription: 
866-70: .... ΗΘΕΙ...... AQ 
871: +K.ROHO ....C@.... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


866-69: =|+RACHA’| . . CTHAP’|.. PITSEK | POCO.. |AOTOO..| 
T'AFC€AO 

871: . s|-RACHA' | ROCTHAP'| . KPIT’SEK | POCOILT | AOTO@ET| . . 
.. AO 

870: *RAC.|]AIQ. . TI APH. . .|. AF... |T'O... 


314 


ges 
wees en 





ica ai ο ως 


BP ABM ο ο ΣΣΘΘΘ᾿ὗὗὓΥ9:υ 





870a: +R... | IWC. | APH OSA). ...... |: 


[+K(opve βο]ήθει [τῷ σῷ δού]λῳ Βασηλ(είῳ) [β'ὀ]στηαρ(ίῳ) [ἀσηκ]ρίτ(η) 
(καὶ) ἐκ [π]ροσό[π(ου) τοῦ] λογοθ[έτου] τ(ῶν) ἀγελο(ν) 


Obviously πο. 870-870A ares different from the first three. Unfortunately, its text is 
incomplete and we cannot determine the exact position of Basil. 


872. Νικήτας Χαλκούτζης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου τῶν ἀγελῶν 
(XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 94. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 17-18.5 (20 ?) 3 mm. W. 6.24 g. A rather small 
part of the dies was printed on the obviously smaller blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 744. ΄ 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Shaw collection no. 1055 
(see Laurent, Corpus, I, πο. 591). We follow it in the restoration of the missing lines and letters of our 
specimen. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
s | ...CTI. | OAP".€. | ..... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
... |. ΛΩΝ | XAAK8 | THC 
[ «Νικήτας β(πρωτο)]σπ[α]θαρί(ιος) [(Kai)] ἐ[κ προσ(ώ/που τῶν ἀγε]λῶν [0] 
Χαλκούτζης 


6. Treasuries 
a) σακελλάριος 


Σακέλλη 
A department at the head of which was β᾽σακελλάριος. He was responsible for the 
state treasury and exercised financial control over all departments throughout the Empire. 

As a term it first appeared during the reign of Zeno (474-491). In the VIIth c., it became 
independent and already in the IXth c. it was an office of a very high rank. During the reign 
of Emepror Nikephoros III (1078-1081), the titular of the department was called μέγας 
σακελλάριος. 

Certain development and change of his duties is observed in the XIth ο. It gradually 
abandoned the control over the state funds as a whole and specialized as a department 
imposing taxes on the navy and sea trade. Documents concerning this activity were registered 
in his sekreton. Along with that, μέγας σακελλάριος had control over the treasury for the 
paying of the senators' rent (roga). Until 1058, it was in the prerogatives of the idikon. The 
last mention in the written sources is in 1196 (see Laura, I, nos. 67-68). 

For the normal functioning of this department, β)σακελλάριος had a staff of numerous 
assistants, which however are not attested on sphragistic monuments. The great number of 
ΠΟΪΘΓΙΟΙ, who represented him in every department, were also subordinate to him. 

Lit. Bury, System, 84-86; Brehier, Institutions, 130, 257-258; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
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312; Laurent, Corpus, II, 383-384; Oikonomides, Evolution, p. 135; OBD, 1828-1829. 
When and where in the territory of modern Bulgaria were letters from imperial sakellarioi 
received? 

Eleven of ninth different titulars dated generally to the period IX-Xth centuries have 
been found from the territory of modern Bulgaria. 

With the exception of two specimens, from Develtos (no. 873) and Pliska (no. 878), 
the remaining nine originate from Preslav. Among the Preslav finds, only one specimen is 
from the late IXth c., the rest are from the Xth c. down to 950s-960s. The Preslav finds have 
come from archaeological excavations, which makes it possible to establish the exact place 
in the Bulgarian capital where the correspondence of the Byzantine imperial sakellarioi was 
received. In two places: at the Selishte locality of the Outer City in the so-called Grazhdanski 
Complex, where 4 specimens were found. Further 5 specimens originate from the Inner City 
near the Southern Gate. The seals from Preslav, besides presenting the names of six titulars 
of this department, could suggest a relative chronology for the titulars, specifically for the 
Xth c. 


|. John, patrikios, imp. protospatharios and imp. sakellarios (first half of the IX c.) 

2. Leo patrikios, protospatharios and imperial sakellarios (IX-X c.) 

3. John anthypatos, patrikios, imp. protospatharios epi tou chrisotriklinou and imp. sakellarios 

(X c.) 

4. Constantine patrikios, protospatharios and sakellarios (X c.) 

5. Michael anthypatos, patrikios, imp. protospatharios and imp. sakellarios (X c.) 

6. Peter, antypatos, patrikios, protospatharios and imperial sakellarios (X c.) 

7. Joseph patrikios, praipopsitos and imperial sakellarios (945-?) 

8. Paul Monomachos, antypatos, patrikios, imp. protospatharios and imperial sakellarios 
(before 954) 

9. Nicholas Angoures imp. protospatharios epi tou chrisotriklinou and imperial sakellarios 

(X c.) 

10. Sisinios protospathariso and imperial sakellarios (?-959); 

The receipt in the Bulgarian capital of correspondence from the sakellion is probably 
connected with financial relations between Bulgaria and Byzantium, mostly regarding the 
annual tribute, which the empire paid to the Bulgarian state. 

As was stated above, with the excepton of one titular only, seals from the logothesion 
of the genikon were almost not received in Preslav. By contrast, correspondence from 
the imperial sakellarion was received there. How can this difference be accounted for? 
Was it not a case of merging of the functions of these departments? Evidence of the like is 
the situation in Bulgaria. Generally, when Pliska was a capital, the correspondence of the 
logothetes genikos was predominantly received there, and when Preslav was a capital center, 
the receipt of active correspondence in the city was from the imperial sakellarion! 


873. Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β)σακελλάριος (8205-8405) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 275. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 27-30 (26) 3 mm. W. 9.80 
g. Incomplete imprint. Parts of the two dies did not print. The bulla itself is in a very good state of 
preservation. 

Ed. liopnanos, /lesenm, Ne VII. 49: Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 64. 
No parallels known. 
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Oby, Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (ΡΙ.Ι.5); in the quarters: TQ)-C. || .8-AQ) 
Κον. Inscription of four lines: 
(ΘΑΝΝΗ |..TPIKIOA'CIIA | .PIQSB'CA...| ΛΑΡΙ. 
[+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ olo δ]ούλῳ [Tlo&vvm [πα]τρικίῳ (πρωτο)σπα[θα]ρίῳ 
(καὶ) β'σα[κελ]λαρί[φ] 


The dating of the seal, according to its paleography and mostly the environment in 
which it was found, is to 820s-840s. The owner of the seal was perhaps one of the early 
titulars of this department, after it was established in the Empire. 


874-875. Ἰωάννης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 130. Found in the course of excavations of Grazhdanski Complex site 
in the Selishte locality in Preslav. D. 25-29 (24) ? mm. Incomplete imprint. Bulla in a good state of 
preservation, but with a portion chipped. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 65. 


875. Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found in the course of excavations of the so-called Mostich Church 
supervised by Prof. Kazimir Popkonstantinov in 2006. 
Unpublushed. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (see Laurent, Corpus, Η, no. 779). 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
...HOe€ITOCQOAOVA(O) 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+IQAN |. VITHA.H| K'R'ACIIA.. €| IHITSXPVCOT!| IKA'SR'CA | CAAAP' 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βο]ήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰω(άννηῃ) ἀν[θ]υπ(άτῳ) πα[τρ]ηκ(ίῳ) 
βϊπρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ) (καὐ] ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτ[ρ]ικλ(ίνου) (Kai) 
β'σα[κ]ελλαρ(ίῳ) 


The publisher of the Dumbarton Oaks specimen dates it to the early XIth c., which is not 
supported by sufficient argument and does not rule out a Xth-century dating. The same author 
tries to identify the owner of the seal with another John represented by his seal in his capacity 
of protospatharios epi tou philochristou koitonites and imperial sakellarios (see Laurent, 
Corpus, Π, no.780) — an attempt also lacking in argumentation. The only coincidence is the 
homonym and the position β᾽σακελλάριος. Our seal is closer to a specimen preserved in 
Shaw Collection 567 (no. 844), formerly in Schlumberger Collection (see Sig., p. 580, no.1). 
If they belonged to one person, which is not very likely, it reflects an earlier period in his 
career. 


876-877. Ἰωσὴφ πατρίκιος, πραιποσήτος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος 
(X c.) 


876. RHM-Shumen, no. 14538. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 28-31 (26-26;19-19) 3 mm. W. 16.40 g. Well-centered 
and complete imprint, but some of the letters were subsequently effaced. 


317 





Ed. Wopaanos, locu Bpunra, 51-57, Ne 1; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 66; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 243 


877. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.16. Found in the course of excavations of Grazhdanski Complex site, 
square Γ2, at a depth of 0.30 m in the Selishte locality on 55 June 1974. D. 20-23.5 (7) 3 mm. Incomplete 
imprint, doubled, as it seems, by the slipping of the blank in the boulloterion. 

Ed. Wopaanos, ocup Bpunra, 51-57, Ne 2; Jordanov, Fiscal, πο. 67. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Between two borders of dots, the invocation: + KEROHOEITWC.... . @ 
In center, cruciform invocative monogram containing the letters IWCH®. In the 
quarters: ΠΑΊΞΡΙΚ᾽ || IIP'TII-OC'T 

Rev. Betweentwoborders of dots, the inscription fromobv. continues: RA..... OMPOTOCHA... 
IC) 
[n center, cross with pellets at each end (X at both crossing); in the quarters: K'RA-CIA 
|| CAK'-AAP' 
+K(úpi)e βοήθει τῷ σ[ῷ δούλ]ῳ Ἰωσὴφ πατρικ(ίφ) πρ(αι)πωσ(ή)τ(ῳ) βα[σιλικ]ῷ 
προτωσπα[θαρ]ίῳ klai) βασιλ(ικῷ) σακ(ε)λαρ(ίῳ) 


The owner of the seal affixed to at least two communications to the Bulgarian capital 
is Joseph, patrikios, praipositos, imperial protospatharios and imperial sakellarios. It can 
generally be dated to the mid-Xth century. An individual holding these positions in the 
Byzantine administration is known from this time. 

It is Joseph Bringas, the famous courtier and eunuch (on him, see Guilland, Recherches, 
1, p. 206). 

His name was first mentioned in 945: We find the following information for the year 
945 in [IpoOonoicamene Φεοφαπα, c.184: * The God-loving and beauty-loving basileius 
Constantine found the patrikios and praipositos Joseph, a man of a disposition similar to 
his (he was judicious in the state affairs and his wit was quicker than a bird's) and initially 
appointed him sakellarios and later drungarios of the fleet, which he entrusted to his full 
control." 

The name of the same Joseph is later reported prior to the death of Constantine VII in 
959 and in connection with the ascension of Romanos II (959-963): 

“in his deathbed, the basileius appointed his son Romanos authokrator and entrusted him to 
the cares of patrikios and praipositos Joseph, whom he charged by oath to protect his son 
using his large experience." (see [Ipodoancamens Φεοφαμα, c. 192). 

Later on, the parakoimomenos Joseph Bringas held key positions in the imperial 
government during the reign of Romanos II and after his death, but when Nikephoros Il 
Phokas (963-969) ascended the throne, he descended the stage of history. 

Joseph holds the titles patrikios, praipositos and imperial protospatharios (bequeathed 
to eunuchs) and the office imperial sakellarios on the present seal. In the context of the above 
events, he must have held these positions immediately after 945. His correspondence was 
received in Preslav precisely in this capacity. Who was its addressee? On what occasion was 
it sent? Why was it sent specifically to the so-called Grazhdanski Complex in the Selishte 
locality? To answer these questions, we need to make a survey of all the seals found there. 
Some ideas could be found in Jordanov, Preslav Corpus, p. 28. 
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878. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ σακελλάριος (X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 1210. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 26-26 (20) 2.5 mm. W. 13.34 g. Off-centered imprint and bulla 
in à poor state of preservation. Holed in center, presumably used as a weight 
Ed. Mopnauos, ILiucka, Ne 23; Jordanov, Fiscal, πο. 68 | 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on fou i inscripti ἳ 
ο. ο. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KQNCT | ANTIN.IIA | TP...A'CII | . SCAKEA | .APHO) 
+ Κ(ύρι)λε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κωνσταντίν[ῳ] πατρ[ικ(ίῳ) B] 
(πρωτο)σπ[αθ(αρίφ)] (καὶ) σακελ[λαρήῳ] | 


879. Λέων πατρίκιος, πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος (IX c.) 


Archačológical Museum, Preslav, no. 21. Found in a stone grave in Selishte locality in Preslav. D. 24-25 
(23) 21 mm. The reverse is printed to the left. The boulloterion was perhaps loosened and there wa 
dislocation of the blank in the matrixes. Bulla in a good state of preservation ài 
Ed. Yepacumos, [pecsas, Ne 3. raði. U.11; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 69. | 
Parallels: Another specimen with the same depiction and text, but nevertheless from a different pair of 
dies is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (see Laurent, Corpus, IL, no. 757.) ü 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her breast. No sigla. Circular 
inscription between two borders of dots: + KEROHOEITWCWAOVAO | 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+| λεωντ] .ΑΤΡΗΚ ΑἹ. IIAG'SR'C | AKEAA’ | + 
+ [Θ(εοτό)]κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλο Λέωντ(ι) [π]ατρηκ(ίῳ) 
(πρωτο)[σ]παθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) β'σακελα(ρίφ) | 


| The publisher of the Preslav specimen proposed dating to the first half of the XIth c. The 

ο... of the Virgin, the paleography of the letters and the entire text suggest a late 
th- and the early Xth-century dating. The Dumbarton Oaks specimen is d 

quarter of the [Xth century. i ο, 


880. Μιχαήλ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ β)σακελλάριος (X c.) 


alode Museum, Preslav, no.54. Found in the course of archaeological excavations in the Inner City of 
Preslav near the Palace, sector 162, square 164, depth 0.85 m on 11^ August 2005. D. 29-31 (27) 2.1 mm 


W. 10.70 g. Large flat blank, incomplete imprint, especially th ich i 
ded print, esp y the reverse which is moved to the left. 


Parallels: Two other specimens struck with the same pair of dies or by the same bulloterion were 


preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (Fo i 
gg, A. M., no. 1349) Archaeological M 
fonds Diogen, no. 8. See Laurent, Corpus, II, no.776. ° cca 


Obv. Circular inscription containing the invocation: .. Il'NIKOAA ... TOCA’ 
[+ Αἠ]γίε) Νικόλα[ε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ). Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. 
hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical inscription: 9-N-I|| K-O-A’ 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+MIX...| ANOVIIATO | HATPIK'R'A' | CIIAO’SR’C | AKEAAA. 
Μιχ[αὴλ] ἀνθυπάτο πατρικ(ίῳ) β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) (Kat) β᾽σακελλ[α(ρίῳ] 


881. Νικόλαος Αγγούρης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ p' 
σακελλάριος (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.13. Discovered in the course of archaeological excavations of the site 
Grazhdanski Complex in the Selishte locality in Preslav. D. 29-32 (28) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. The 
lower half of the depiction and the last line of the text of the reverse are clipped. Almost all letters of the 
reverse did not print. 

Ed. Jordanov, E Names. no. 4; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 70. 
Parallels: Another specimen (DO. 55. 1. 2923) struck with the same pair of dies is preserved in the 
Dumbarton Oaks Collection (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no.778). 


Obv. Circular inscription containing the invocation: .... ΕΓΕΟΡΓΗΕΕΟ ............. 
[+ Αγι]ε Γεοργήε βο[ήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] 
St. George nimbate, beardless, with short curly hair, represented standing frontally. He 
wears an armor mail and a cloak. With his right hand he props himself against a spear 
ending with a globe at the top and in his left hand he holds a shield. On either side, the 
vertical inscription: o-A-T-H-O'|| P-€-Q)-P-I” 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
NIKOAA' |.A'CITAAO' € | ITXPVCOT' | .CAKCAA. | .OTOAN | ..VPH 
Νικολά(φ)[β᾽(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) ἐ[π]ὶ τ(οῦ) χρυσοτίρικλίνου) [(καὶ) B] 
σακελλ[αρί]ο το Αν[γο]ύρη 





882. Παῦλος Μονομάχος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ 
Bp’ σακελλάριος (X c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 30-32 mm. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Hopnanos, IIpecaae, Ne 134; Jordanov, F Names, no. 481. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Between two borders of dots, the invocation: 
+ KVPICROHOCITO)COAOV AQ) 
In center of the enclosed field, a cruciform monogram recording the name ΠΑΥΛΟ. In 
the quarters: AN-OV || ITA-TOO 
Rev. Between two borders of dots, the inscription from above continues: 
RACIAIKOIIPOTOCIIAGAPIOTIIATPIKIOKAI R'CAKCAAPIO) 
In center of the enclosed field, a cruciform monogram recording the name: 
οΜΩΝ(Ο M)AX. 
When unbinding the monograms, straightening the text and connecting it from either 
side, we can read the following: 
t Kopie Boer τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Παύλῳ ἀνθυπάτῳ, πατρικίῳ βασιλικῷ πρωτοσπαθαρίῳ 
καὶ β'σακελαρίῳ το Μων(ομ)άχῳ 
The same dignitary was patrikios, protospatharios and logothetes genikos at an earlier 
stage (see nos. 801-811). 


320 














The dating of the two groups of seals is generally to the Xth c. The correspondence 
impressed with them (particularly active in his capacity as logothetes genikos) was received 
in Preslav, when it was a capital city. 

The name of magistros Paul Monomachos, who in 954 was dispatched on a mediating 
mission to the emir Chambadas in connection with the supposed captivity of the domestikos 
of the schools Bardas Phokas, is reported in Skylitzes (see Skylitzes, 241.30). 

If we accept that it is the same person, then his seals found in Preslav and Chersones 
reflect an earlier period of his career, prior to 954. 


883-884. Πέτρος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ β᾽σακελλάριος (X c.) 


883, Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 5134. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 28-28 (24) 2 mm. 
W. 8.94 g. Incomplete imprint with indistinct letters. 
Ed. lopnanos, Ipecnae, Ne 133; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 72. 


884, RHM-Shumen, no. 14698. Purchased by Yanko Todorov from Shumen. [t was presented to me for 
documentation on 9 January, 2001. Find-spot, according to its finder: Malkia Fisek; | suppose Preslav as 
its true find-spot. D. 30-30 (27) 3 mm. W. 13.40 g. Off-centered and incomplete imprint. The dies printed 
only on the channel swelling. Bulla in a poor state of preservation. The restoration is made on the basis 
of the Preslav specimen 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 73; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 245. 

The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

Parallels: Another specimen with the same iconography and text but with a different lettering of the last 
line is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 58. 106. 2524 see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 
763). 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from the base (up to the lower 
arm). Circular inscription along a border of dots: . Ε...... TOCOQDA.... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
Πετρω| ANOVITTIA |. PIK’A’CITA@’| ...T'XPVCO | ...A'SR'CA | .....P' 
[-Κ(ύρι)]ε [βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Πέτρῳ ἀνθυπ(άτῳ) πα[τ]ρικ(ίῳ) 
(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [ἐπὶ] τ(οῦ) χρυσο[τρικ]λ(ίνου) (xai) β'σα[κελα]ρ(ίφ) 


aa) νοτάριος τῆς σακέλης 


885. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ β)νοτάριος τῆς 
σακέλης (X c.) 


Private collection (passed on by the Police to the National Historical Museum in Sofia, where I documented it). 
Find-spot: uncertain. D. 29-30 mm. Imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globus (l. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
KONA’ |CIIA@’KPI | T'TSRHA'S | RNOTAP'| TICCAK€ |AHC 
Κων(σταντῖνος) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) κριτ(ἠς) τοῦ βήλ{ου) καὶ β᾽νοτάρ(ιος) 
τῖς σακέλης 
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ϱ) ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου 


Private (ἴδικου ), and later, after the Xth c., termed special (εἰδικου ) treasury. It was 

first attested in the written sources in 829-842. Its etymology and content are debated. 

It refers to a state treasury preserving the following: 

a) the currency in current circulation used for paying the senators’ rent; 

b) valuables, especially gold and silk (materials, clothes, silk braids, etc. supplied by the 
imperial workshops or free artisans). Actually, this 1s the basic state currency reserve. 

c) Objects in store for special use, such as uniforms and equipment of Arabian spies 

The titulars of this department were initially called ἐπὶ τοῦ f'Aóyov; ἐπὶ τοῦ ἰδικου; 
ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου and λογοθέτης τοῦ εἰδικου (after XIth c.). 

After the XIth c., the distribution of the rent for the senators passed over to the sekreton of 
the sakellarioi. Its other functions were taken over by other departments and it was gradually 
liquidated. Its last mention is in1088. 

Lit. Bury, System, 98-100 Brehier, /nstitutions, 267-268; Guilland, Logothetes, 85-100; 
Oikonomides, Listes, p. 316-317; Laurent, Corpus, II, 303-305; Oikonomides, Evolution, 
p. 137. 

The following seals of this department were discovered from the territory of modern 
Bulgaria: 


1. Theodore imp. protospatharios epi tou eidikou logou (IX c.) see below: 

2-10. Nikephoros imp. protospatharios and epi tou eidikou logou (X c.) see below: 
11. Peter imp. protospatharios and epi tou eidikou logou (X c.) see below: 

12. Philitos protospatharios epi tou chrysotriklinou and epi tou eidikou logou (X c.), 
see below. 

Eleven of the twelve lead seals of this department were found in Preslav. Of special 
interest are the eight lead seals of Nikephoros, unearthed at the same site in Preslav in the 
so-called Grazhdanski Complex. Discovered there, as was noted above, were four seals of 
imperial sakellarioi, one of unknown logothetes genikos, one ofthe eparchos of Constantinople 
and other Byzantine and Bulgarian seals from the capital period of the city. Obviously, they 
have as their addressee the person or institution located in this complex during the capital 
period of the city, and this person or institution maintained contacts with the Byzantine 
fiscal departments. Therefore, it should have had functions similar to theirs. Unfortunately, 
it is hard to determine who was directly responsible for the financial resources of the state 
in medieval Bulgaria. What is known is that the Ichirguboil resided in Preslav. It is also 
known that he was responsible for a considerable amount of state property. Along with that, 
he also functioned as a foreign minister. Perhaps he was located in this complex. Here the 
Byzantine envoys arrived and presented their charters. Thus, it could be assumed that he was 
the receiver of the correspondence impressed with the seals found there. Certainly, all that 
calls for further investigation. 


886. Θεόδωρος B" πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου (first half, IX c.) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 274. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos from the first period of its 
activity. D. 27-31 (?) 2.5 mm. W. 10.69 g. Incomplete imprint. Only the letters in the center of the dies 
printed. 

Ed. lopaauos, /Teseun, Ne VIL.A48; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 74. 
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No parallels known. 


Oby, Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.5); in the quarters: .(0-CQ) || .8- A. 
Rey, Inscription of four lines: 
„OAC. | .A’CTIA. | .IT'EIA. |. OF8 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει [τ]ῷ oo [δ]ούλ[ῳ Θε]οδώ[ρῳ β᾽(πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ) ἐπ]ὶ 
τ(οῦ) εἰδίι)[κ(ου) λ]όγου 


. The dating of the bulla, according to the environment in which it was found and its 
iconography, is to the first half of the [Xth c. It could be assumed that the owner of the 
seal was one of the first titulars of this department. Of course, when a particular office is 
mentioned in the sources, it does not mean that it did not existed in an earlier period. In the 
Taktikon of Uspenskij, which is contemporary to the seal, the titular is represented as holding 
precisely this title 0 πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ TOD εἰδικου λόγου (see Oikonomides, 
Listes, U 53.21). 


887-895. Νικηφόρος B’ πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου (X c.) 


All nine specimens were struck with the same pair of dies and were discovered in 
the same circumstances: in the course of excavations of the Grazhdanski Complex site in 
Selishte locality in Preslav. It appears that they all were struck on blanks from the same 
mold. The only exceptions are perhaps nos. 889 and 891. It is also observed that when the 
imprint is perpendicular to the channel, it is printed only along the channel. 


887. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 3. Found in square H.3 on 11^ August, 1975. D. 22-22 (20) 2 
mm. Not very well-centered imprint, but good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 75; 


888. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 4. Found in the same circumstances and parameters. D. 21-21 
(20) 2.2 mm. Weak imprint due to weak striking. Parts of the dies did not print. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 76; 


889. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 5. Found in square E.1, on 24^ August 1978. D. 22-23 (20) 3 
mm. Low-quality imprint; bulla in a poor state of preservation. Oxidated. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 77; 


890. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 6. Found in square M.3, on 23“ August, 1975. D. 19-21 (20) 
2.1 mm. Bent. Once a fairly good imprint. Incomplete, especially on the obverse, where the edge of the 
blank was not pressed with the dies. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 78; 


891. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 7. Found in square M.5 on 23" April, 1975. D. 22-25 (20) 2.8 
mm. Incomplete imprint. Only the parts on the channel swelling and along the circumference printed on 
the blank. : 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 79; 


892. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 8. Found in square 11.3 on 23" April, 1975. D. 19-22 (20) 2.5 
mm. Imprint the same as the above. One side of the bulla is folded. 


Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 80; 


893. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 9. The same circumstances of discovery as with no. 887. Half 
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of what was once perhaps a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 81; 


804. RHM-Shumen, no. 14789/4. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
14-22 mm. W. 3.60 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. The text below is a restoration on the basis 
of better preserved specimens. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 82; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 246. 


895. RHM-Shumen, πο. 15477/6. Find-spot: Preslav. Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad 
(07. 07. 07) D. 12-21 (19) 2.1 mm. W. 2.88 g. Fragment smaller than a half of what was once a good 
imprint. 

Unpublished. 





ο ο... 


Obv. Bust of St. Prokopios nimbate, beardless with long hair flanking his face and a band 
or a wreath on his forehead. He wears a chlamys pinned with a fibula at r. and holds a 
martyr's cross (r. hand) in front of his chest. Vertical inscription in two columns: 
© || Π-Ρ-Ο’ Circular inscription along a border of dots: + KEROHO’ τωςῶδονλω 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ NIKH | DOPOR'A'| CITAO'K€€ | ITT'IAIK'| AOTOV 
«K(0p)e βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Νικηφόρο β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφ) kè ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 
Ιδικ(ον) λόγου 





896. Πέτρος f" πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου (X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15290. Find-spot: Preslav ? D. 20-22.5 (23 ?) 2.5 mm. W. 5.66 g. Well-centered but 
incomplete imprint. Open along the channel. 
Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 247. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Double border of pellets between two circles of dots. Inscription of four lines: 
©. €|.. H. EI |. WCW |AOVA’ 

Rev. Double border of pellets between two circles of dots. Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΠΕΤΡ | OR'A'CIIA | ΘΕΠΙΤ.. . | SAIK 
[-]Θ(εοτό)[κ]ε [βο]ή[θ]ει [τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Πέτρῳ β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφ) (καὶ) 
ἐπὶ τ[οῦ] εἰδικ(οῦ) 


897. Φιλιτὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ εἰδικοῦ 
λόγου (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Found accidentally in Bial Briag locality in the outskirts of Preslav 
on 21* September, 1963. D. 25-30 (22) 2 mm. W. 10.58 g. Incomplete imprint; bulla broken into two 
parts. 4 
Ed Wopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 135. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 83. 

No parallels known. 





Obv. Decorative cross with flaring arms, each end decorated with three pellets; on either side 
fleuron up to the first arm. Remains of a circular inscription; +... OH@€IT........ 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
DIAIT | ACIA@’EN |... CT.K |. ΕΠΙΤΈΙ. | ΚΘΛΟ.. 
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[-Κ(ύρι)ε β]οήθει τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Φιλιτῷ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπ(ὶ) τ(οῦ) 
χρυ]σ(ο)τ[ρι]κ(λίνου) [(καὶ)] εἰ[δι]κου λό[γου] 


Now in the light of the ascertainments for the presence in Preslav of Byzantine bullae 
of fiscal departments, it should not be associated with the functioning of the Strategia of 
Preslav. 


€) p" βεστιαρίου 


A department first attested in the Taktikon of Uspenskij of 842/843, where the 
chartoularios of this office holding the title of patrikios was also presented (Oikonomides, 
Listes, U 51.8). 

Several types of vestiaria are known (see Ebersolt, Vestiarium, 81-89; Oikonomides, 
Listes, p. 316; Laurent,Corpus, II, 353-354; Oikonomides, Fiscalite, p. 291): 

a) private. occurring under the name of τὸ οἰκειακὸν βασιλικὸν βεστιάριον with a 
eunuch at its head. He was in charge of the basileus's wardrobe: he preserved the precious 
attire, regalia and jewellery. 

b) social or public, occurring under the name ο[βασιλικὸν βεστιάριον or βεστιάριον 
for short, with two sections in it: 

a treasury, preserving the imperial treasures in stocks, coin currency, etc.; 

an armoury, preserving various objects and goods necessary for the equipment of a 
large-scale land or naval military expedition. 

The following designations were found on the seals of this department: 

a) in the early period (VIlIth-IXth c.), the impersonal f? βεστιάριον was inscribed; 
b) in the [Xth c., the titular was noted: χαρτουλάριος τοῦ ββεστιαρίου; 

c) in the Xth c., simply ἐπὶ τοῦ ββεστιαρίου was inscribed; 

One of the earliest assistants ofthe titular of this department νοτάριος τοῦ βεστιαρίου 
was also mentioned in the Taktika of Uspenskij and Philotheos (899) (see Oikonomides, 
Listes, U 61.17; Ph 121.15). 

The discovery of five seals of this department in the kommerkia of Develtos and in 
Sozopolis is quite reasonable. They are Byzantium's territories and the contacts between the 
public treasury and officials from the kommerkia of Develtos and the tourma, and later also 
the kleissoura of Sozopolis, on these territories 1s a matter of course. 

The discovery of two seals of this department in the vicinity of Pliska seems doubtful. If their 
find-spot is authentic, they illustrate contacts between the Byzantine public treasury and the 
Bulgarian capital Pliska. 


ca) β)βεστιάριον 


898. (205-405 of the IX c.) 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no.369. Found in the course of excavations, from the first period of the activities 
of the kommerkia. D. 18.5-28 (25) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. Half preserved. I have restored the whole 
text on the basis of other similar published bullae. 

Ed. liopnanob, /Tesenm, Ne VII.46; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. |. 
Parallels: Similar specimens are published in Zacos, Seals, I, no. 569; Laurent,Corpus, II, no 684. The 
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arrangement of the letters is the same, but they come from different boulloteria. A dating to the second 
half of the VIHth c. is proposed in the cited publications. 


Obv. Only the B with the abbreviation mark B’ = β(ασιλικοῦ) is visible on the preserved 
fragment. 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
+.. ICT.. L -[βε]στ[ιαρ]ί[ῳ] 
- Βασιλικοῦ βεστιαρίῳ 


899. (first half of the IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14678/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: the 
kommerkia of Develtos. D. 19-27 (?) 3 mm. W. 10.90 g. Fragment larger than a half. 
Ed. Hopaanos. Πεβεπτ [Addenda], Ne 9; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 2; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 248. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The letter Β΄ = β(ασιλικοῦ) occupying the whole field. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

+ B. | CT... | I@ 

-β[ε]στ[ιαρ]ίῳ 


900. (first half, IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14678/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: the 
kommerkia of Develtos. D.22-27 (?) 3 mm. W. 4.50 g. Incomplete imprint with a broken piece. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /lese;rr [Addenda], Ne 10; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 3: Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 249. 


Obv. The letter B' = β(ασιλικοῦ) occupying the whole field. 
Rev. Inscription of two lines: 

+ BE.. | APIO 

Ἔβε[στ(ι)]αρίο 


901. (first half, ΓΧ c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14807. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: 
Pliska-Kaspichan region. D. 25-25 (?) 3 mm. W. 13.06 g. Well-centered imprint in a superb state of 
preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 4; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 250. 


Obv. The letter B’ = β[ασιλικοῦ) occupying the whole field. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

+ BE | CTIAP | 10) 

+ Beotiaptw 


902. (first half, IX c.) 
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RHM-Shumen, no. 14954/1. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Reported find-spot: Pliska 
D. 12-25 mm. W. 5.54 g. Fragment smaller than a half. 
Fd. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 251. 
The five specimens were struck in different boulloteria. 
Parallels: Similar specimens are published in Zacos, Seals, I, no. 569 and Laurent,Corpis, lI, no. 684. 
They have the same lettering, but come from different boulloteria. 


d) χαρτουλάριος τοῦ β᾽βεστιαρίου; 


903, Ἱμέριος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ β)βεστιαρίου (IX c.) 


Archaeological Center, Develt. no. 76. Found accidentally on the surface in sector B -I of the kommerkion. D. 
28-31 (27) 2 mm. W.13.34 g. Good imprint, despite the slightly off-centered reverse with some letters 
out of the blank. 

Ed Vopaanos, /Teseim, Ne VIT.A7; Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 5. 
No parallels known. 


Obhv. A cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.18); in the quarters : TW-CO || A8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
. IMEP. | OOR'A'CTIAO |. PIOSXAPTS | AAPIWTSRE | CTIAPH’ 
+ Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Iuepntno β{πρωτο)σπαθηαηρίῳ καὶ 
χαρτουλαρίῳ τοῦ βεστιαρή(ου) 


[n the publication cited above, an attempt was made for identification of the seal's owner 
with a well-known Byzantine dignitary by the same homonym, who held important positions 
in the Empire in the [Xth-Xth centuries. 

Now this dating of the seal and the attempted identification seem to me unconvincing. 
The specific circumstances around the discovery of the bulla are contradictory. The exact 
lind-spot noted in the inventory book is sector F-H, i.e. from the second period of functioning 
of the kommerkia. Later, Mr. P. Balabanov, supervisor of the archaeological excavations, 
informed me in a letter that the bulla had been found in the bushes in sector B -II, the location 
of the kommerkia in its first period (20s-40s of the IXth c.). With such an uncertainty in the 
dating, it will be more justifiable to leave the question of identification open. 


904. Προκόπιος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ 
il βεστιαρίου (mid of the IX c.). 


Archaeological Museum, Varna. Found by a treasure-hunter with a metal detector on the land of the village of 
isbul. The village of Isbul is situated in the hinterland of Pliska; treasure-hunters usually do not report 
the archaeological reserve as a find-spot, since it is a guarded area. D. 27-28 mm. W. 10,17 g. Once a 
superb imprint; now small portions chipped. This however does not make the reading of the whole text 
difficult. 
Ed. Wopnanon, [incra (1899-1999), 140-141, Ne 14. Jordanov, Fiscal, πο. 6 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5); in the quarters : T(0-CQ) || A8-ACO 
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Κεν Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΠΡΟΚΟ | ΠΙΘΩΠΑΤΡΒΊΑ ΟΠ 5ΧΑΡΤΊΤΒΒ.Τ 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Προκοπίῳ πατρ(ικίῳ) β(πρωτο)σπ(αθαρίῳ) 
(καὶ) χαρτ(ουλαρίῳ) τ(οῦ) P β[εσ]τ(ιαρίου) 


e) νοτάριος τοῦ ββεστιαρίου 
005. Βαάνης ὕπατος καὶ νοτάριος τοῦ f βεστιαρίου (1040s). 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.25982. Found on the sea shore in Sozopol. Perhaps once a good imprint; 
now only a half preserved with a slightly corroded surface. All that renders the overall reading difficult. 
D, 20-33 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, Fiscal, no. 7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5 ); in the quarters: TQ-.. || A8- .. 
Rev. Inscription of five liens: 
.AAN | ..ATOOS | . TAPIO) | ..R'R€. | 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ [σῷ] δού[λῳ Β]αάν(η) [ὑπ]άτῳ (καὶ) [νο]ταρίῳ [τοῦ] 
ββε[στ(ιαρίου)] 


If the proposed restoration is correct, the owner of the seal affixed to the correspondence 
was the Armenian Vaanes who was attested in Sozopol by another of his bullae as well in his 
capacity as ᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος (see no. 452). It reflects a later period of his career. The full 
cursus honorum of Vaanes is also presented there. 


906. Χριστοφόρος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος β)νοτάριος tov βεστιαρίου (X c.) 


Historical Museum Nesebar, no. 1915. Find-spot: Sredetz, disc. Burgas. D.23.5-24 (22) 2 mm.W. 7.10 g. Well- 
centered and complete imprint. A portion cut. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Griphin walking l., head turned backwards. Circular inscription around the image: 
.. .R'KPCTEOPOR'": [Κύριε] βοήθει) Χρίι)στοφόρο β᾽ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two borders of dots: 
ooo | ἘΟΠΑ | OAP’KAN | ΔΚ ΝΟΤ. | RICTH. | PIOV 
Ἔσπαθαρ(ο)κανδ(ιδάτῳ) B’vot(aptw) [τ(οῦ)] βιστη[α]ρίου 


7. The Imperial Domains 


They were governed by a numerous apparatus of officials forming various colleges: 
a. µέγας κουράτωρ: 

He was earliest attested in the years of emperor Maurikios (582-602) and was preserved 
until the beginning of the XIth c. (last mentioned in a document of Kultumus, no 5, 1.22). 
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_ His major assistants, according to Philotheos (899), see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 123.11- 
20) were the following: 
πρωτονοτάριος 
-βνοτάριος 
l κουράτορες τῶν παλατίων 
κουράτορες τῶν κτημάτων 
μεζότερος τῶν Ἐλευθερίου 
οἱ ξενοδόχοι 
-. 6. ὁ οἰκονόμος τῶν εὐαγῶν οἴκων: 
' An office established in the XIth ο. It came to replace that of μέγας κουράτωρ. He was 


at the head of a sekreton called ἐφόρων τῶν βασιλικῶν κουρατωρειῶν. His assistants, 


just as in the earlier period, were the following: protnoarioi and notarioi; kurators of the 
palaces in the capital, the suburbs and the province; kurators of domains of the crown around 
the capital and the provinces, most of which were to the East located in territories conquerred 
in the Xth- XIth centuries. 

Lit. Bury, System, 100-103; Dólger, Finanzverwaltung, 39-40; Oikonomides, Listes, 
p. 318; Idem, Evolution, 138-139; ODB, 1156. 

Presented below are seals connected with these departments and offices, those of 
domains in the provinces being included in the respective part. | 


a) μέγας κουράτωρ 
907. Μύρων βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ (IX c. second half) 


Private collection (Ivan Yotov, Yambol). Found at the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district of Yambol. 
D. 25-28 mm. Poorly centered strike, so that parts of the die are outside the blank. The first line of the text 
is cut off, rendering it difficult to read the homonym. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 43. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. [.5 ); in the quarters: 
ω-σω || .8-AC) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
MVP.. |. A'CIIAO. |..ΓΑΛΩΚ. | .PATOPI 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει [τ]ῷ σῷ] [δ]ούλῳ Μύρ[ωνι B^] (poxo)ozaO(apto)[(koi) 
με]γάλῳ κ[ου]ράτορι 


aa) μέγας κουράτωρ τῆς χρυσοεφίτης 

The etymology of the term χρυσοεφίτης has been associated with a person who melts 
and works gold. In the Xth-Xith c., he was an imperial official, most probably a jeweller, 
who was connected with imperial goldsmith workshops (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 
1, p.43). 


908-909. Βασίλειος Χρυσοεφίτης βσπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ 
(X-XI c.) 
or 


329 





Βασίλειος β σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ τῆς χρυσοεφίτης (X- 
XI c.) 


908. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 15966. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav, South Fortress Wall 
site, sector 3, square 22, 2234 August 1978. D. 21-23 (?) 2 mm. Only the central part printed. Specimen in 
à poor state of preservation, open along the channel. All that renders the reading uncertain. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεετας, Ne 455. 


909. Private collection. Perhaps the same find-spot as.the preceding. D. 23-25 mm. The imprint is better but 
nevertheless incomplete. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription: + KEROHOIT...... 
Κεν. Inscription of six lines: 

«ἈΚ. . CHAO’ | ons δι ο BP pn VCO s E 

.RACH .|. RCIIAO'|. 8RIK°SME| D'K8P'T.| XVCO |..... 

+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Baon[A(0o] β᾽σπαθ(αρο) [κ]ουβικ(ουλαρ- 


(io) (καὶ) μεγ(άλῳ) κουρ(άτορι) τ(ῆς) χρυσο[εφ]ί[τ(ης)] or τῷ Χρυσο[εφ]ί[τί(ῃ)] - 


In the previous publication, due to the poor state of preservation, the following restoration 
was proposed: Baon[A(i)o] β᾽σπαθ(αρο)[κ]ουβικ(ουλαρ(ίφῳ) (καὶ) τουρμάρχῃ..... The 
second better preserved specimen emended this reading, but nevertheless did not solve 
completely the problem with the correct deciphering of the text. 

Problematic is the reading of the last two lines: do they record a patronym or do they 
define what Basil was megas kourator to? 

The collections of the Istanbul Archaeological Museum and the Dumbarton Oaks 
contain bullae of a person connected with our seal: 

Obv. St. Basil standing with hands outstreched toward hand of God. 
Rev.-KCR'O'| RACIACIO) | A'CITAG'CIII | TSX FKA'SK | HCTWMP’T | ΧΨΙΤΗ 

The publisher of the specimens (Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 1110) was not sure whether 
it applies to some kind of an office supplementing that of the quaestor or a sobriquet or 
patronym. Before proceeding with my commentary, I should say that the office of quaestor 
itself is not certain. There is no illustartion of the specimens and K | HCTOJP' proposed by 
the author is unusual for κ(οιαί)στωρ. Does it not cover K | ΤΩΡ 

It could be accepted that there 1s certain similarity between our seal and the one published 
by Laurent both in the name and the patronym or the definition to the office. 

We also could accept both possibilities: that it applies to the patronym τῷ 
Χρυσο[εφ]ήτίῃ)] or to μεγίάλῳ) κουρ(άτορι) τ(ῆς) χρυσο[εφ]ί[τ(ης)]. Both 
possibilities concern a person connected with the jeweller's work either by origin or 
directly connected with this trade. 

In any case, the seal from Istanbul and DO reflects a later stage of Basil's career. 


910-911. Κωνσταντῖνος βσπαθαροκουβικουλάριος kai κουράτωρ (X-XI c.). 


910. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24650. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 20-23.5 (19 ?) 
2 mm. W. 4.95 g. Both in the previous publication and here, the reading of the whole text and mostly the 


330 









ο. ΕΦ 


ο ο ο :,, ο ο οι LIUM 


ο ο ον ο... ο. Συ. Ὁ οι... 


position of the owner of the seal is problematic, due to the incomplete imprint. In the previous publication, 
from the available letters 5.|..ΑΤ(ΟΡ I restored the text as follows: (καὶ) [μανδ]άτωρ(ι). 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 125. 


911. RHM-Shumen, no. 15461. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. 
D. 21-24 (19) 2 mm. W. 5. 74 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Only a few letters 
are visible from the last three lines. 

Unpublished. 
Both specimens are struck in a same bulloterion. 


Obv. Decorative cross with flaring arms, each end decorated with three pellets; on either 
side, a fleuron up to the first arm. Remains of a circular inscription: 
ERG ou πμ... 


EITWCWAO ... 
Rey. Inscription of five lines: 
.KONC.|..TINOR'. | Tl. OAPK8 .| IK8AAP’S .| . .. ATWP 
-KONCT|ANTINOR'C|IIAOGAPKS8 .| ... AAP'..]O. .... 


+ Κ(ύρι)ε [βοήθ]ειτῷ σῷ δο[ύλῳ] Κωνσταν]τίνο B'ono0ap(o)kov[B]uovAXap- 
(e) (καὶ) [κ]ο[υρ]άτωρ(ι) 


ab) νοτάριος τῆς μέγας κουράτωρ 
912-913. Ἰωάννης βνοτάριος τῆς μέγας κουράτωρ (X-XI c.). 


912. RHM-Silistra, no. 44. Find-spot: the town. D. 23.5-24 (18) 3 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good state 
of preservation. Overstruck, the original imprint cannot be identified. 
Ed.Wopnanos, Cunucrtpa, HIT, Ne 8. 


913. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 83. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-21 (20) 3 mm. W. 4.77 g. Incomplete 
imprint, but bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on at least two steps; X on crossing and at the end of each arm. On 
either side, fleurons rising to the top. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
-KC€ROHO'TO)COASAQ) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

912. +IWA | N'R'NOT. | P'TM€.|KOVPAT | OPI. 


913. .IOA | . R'NOT.| . .MET | .OVPAT| . PI. 
+ Κ(ύρὺε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάν(νη)] β᾽νοτ[α]ρ(ίῳ) τ(ῆς) μεγ(άλῳ) 
κουράτορι ... 


Although there are two available specimens, the reading of the text is problematic. 
The last letter of the last line is unclear: whether it is from the original or overstrike. In 
my previous publication regarding the Silistra specimen I accepted that the letter is A and 
proposed the following restoration: B’vot[a]p(i@) τ(ῆς) µεγίάλφ) κουράτορια(ς). In his 
brief review, Seibt assumed that this A records the kuratorate Αρτάξ, i.e. the seal belonged 
to βνοτάριος τῆς µέγας κουράτωρ ᾿Αρτάξ (see Seibt, SBS, 3, p.154, no. 8). 

With an uncertainty like this, it 1s more logical to ignore this sign and accept that it 
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applies to an ordinary βνοτάριος τῆς μέγας κουράτωρ. 
b) κουράτωρ τοῦ Πετρίου 
914. Θεοφύλακτος πριμικήριος καὶ κουράτωρ τοῦ Πετρίου (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 21577. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (20) 3 mm. W. 13.18 
g. Overstruck. 
Ed. Wopaauos, I7pecaae Ne 136. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons rising to the top. Circular inscription along 
a border of dots : + KCROHO' TWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OCOQG. | AAKT'A'KH | PSKSPAT'| ΤϑΠΕΤΡ᾽ 
+ K(ópue βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Θεοφ[υ]λάκτ(ῳ) (πριμι)κηρ(ίῳφ) (καὶ) 
κουράτ(ωρι) τοῦ Πετρ(ίου) 


915. Ἰωάννης β)ὀστιάριος ..... καὶ κουράτωρ τῶν β᾽οἴκων τοῦ Πετρίου (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 24653. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22.5-25 (over 22) 3 mm. 
W. 8.10 g. In a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaauon, [Tpecaae, Ne 137. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
..O|. O€.TO) | COAOVA'IO | R'OC..A | -PIQ- 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.. Q. | ΚΒΡΑΤΟ | PITSR^OI |. 8TSIIC | TPIS 
+ K(ópue β]ο[ή]θε[ι] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἰω(άννη) f'óo[xi]apto ...ω. [(καὶ)] 
κουράτορι τοῦ β(ασιλικοῦ) οἴ[κ]ου τοῦ Πετρ(ίου) 


The collection of ANS Malbott (negative no. 8533) contains a bulla of the following 
description: 
Obv. Decorative cross with flaring arms, each end decorated with three pellets. Along a 
border of dots, a circular inscription: + KEROHOEITWCWAOVA’ 
Rev. t+IQANNITIPIMIK’R’A’|CHA O'K'MCI'K|.P'TSOIKO'|.IICTP' 
Obviously, it applies to a eunuch named John who held the effective office κουράτωρ 
τῶν β)οἴκων τοῦ Πετρίου. We could find a connection with our seal unless it is a 
commonplace coincidence. 


916. Θεοφύλακτος κουράτωρ τοῦ μαγίστρου (IX-X c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to collection of Regional Historical Museum, Shumen, 
ΧΗ 2007). Find-spot: Outer City of Pliska. D. 17.5-19 (18) 2.5 mm. W. 5. 38 g. Off-centered but well- 
made imprint. Perforated twice at the sides and as 1t seems it was sewn to something. 

Unpublished. 
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No parallels known 


Obv. Potent cross on three steps. Traces of circular inscription beginning at left. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
.|-6€0 |. VAAKT .|. OVPAT . |. HT8M .|. CTP.. 
[+ Κ(ώρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Θεοφυλάκτ[ῳ κ]ουράτ[ορ]ῃ τοῦ 
μ[αγι]στρ[ου] 


The last two lines of the inscription are incomplete which renders the reading difficult. 
The restoration offered is to a certain extent influenced by a note about the existence of an 
unpublished seal of a curator of the magistros in the Collection of IFEB no. 346 (see SBS, 
6, p. 3, n.75). 


€) κουράτωρες τῶν κτημάτων 


It applies to the governing of the imperial domains κτήμα. There are published 
sphragistic monuments of individuals connected with this office most often κουράτωρες 
τῶν κτημάτων (see Zacos, Seals, II, nos. 181; 184; 220; 288; 849, etc.), but they do not 
exceed the Xth c. The seal from Bulgaria presented below belonged to κτηµάτ(ινος), thus 
raising the question whether it was an effective position connected with this department or it 
had already developed into a title. 

Lit. Bury, System, 100-103; ΚΑΠΗ, ΠερεΒΗΣ, 131-132; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
318, n.180. 


917. Βασίλειος Καματηρὸς κτημάτηνος (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 114. Found in the course of archaeological excavations south of the Little 
Palace. D.25-27 (23) 6 mm. W. 22.25 g. Thick shapeless blank. Weak imprint. The obverse is poorly 
preserved. Some of the letters are indistinct or subsequently effaced. 

Ed. Ytopnanos, TInucka, Ne 8; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 253. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Only visible is the head of an indeterminate saint. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+KER’O’ 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Βα[σι]λείῳ κτηματ(ίνῳ) τ(ῷ) 
Καμία)[τ(ηρῳ)] 








d) μεζότερος 


A class of officials, whose specific functions are debated. In some cases, it applies to 
representatives of the capital workshops in the domains, from where the raw materials used 
in the imperial workshops were provided. In other cases however, it applies to governors of 
imperial palaces, such as Ελευθερίου. In the sources from the [Xth to the XIth centuries, 
μεζότεροι are more governors (kourators) of farming estates rather than connected with 
ergesterion. 
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The seal of μεζότερος presented below has a non-preserved last line recording the 
name of the palace or domain. The assumption that it applies to Λαμπροῦ, an imperial 
palace and domain in Constantinople, has been influenced by the next seal of episkeptites of 
Λαμπροῦ (see no. 919). 

Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, 317-318; Laurent, Corpus, II, p.323. 


918. Σταυράκιος β᾽μεζότερος τῆς Λαμπροῦ or Κυπροῦ» (VIIL-IX c.) 


Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 mm. W. 14.373 g. The obverse is 
completely obliterated and the imprint on the reverse is incomplete. It concerns mostly the last line 
recording the name of the imperial domain or palace. The proposed restoration is only one possible 
variant. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Almost completely obliterated surface. The outlines ofa cruciform invocative monogram 
(Pl. 1.5) seems to be discernible. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
CTAY | .AKIQB'. | ΕΖΟΤΕ. | ..IIPO. 
[+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει Σταυ[ρ]ακίῳ B'[u]eGoxé[p(o) Λαμ]προ[ῦ]/ [Κυ]προ[ῦ] 


ϱ) ἐπισκεπτίτης 


919. Βασίλειος σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης τῆς Δαμπροῦ (X-XI 


ς.) 


Private collection (G. Galabov from Sofia). Offered for purchase at the National Historical Museum, Sofia . 
D. 21-22(21)2 mm. Good imprint and specimen in a good state of preservation. In fact, the last letter of 
the toponym AAMITP’ is not so certain and in addition to the proposed reading, it could also be read as 
Λάμπη - the name of a known city. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | ΗΘΕΙ͂ΤΩ | COASA’ RACIA?’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
CIIAOA | P’K8RIK’| SETIICK’| AAMIIP' 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Βασιλ(είφ) σπαθαρ(ο)κουβικ(ουλαρίῳ) (καὶ) 
ἐπισκ(επτίτῃ) Λαμπρί(οῦ) 


The above restoration of the toponym clearly relates it with Λαμπροῦ, an imperial 
palace and domain in Constantinople (see Janin, Cple, p. 379). 

The collection of IFEB (no. 680) contains a bulla of Ἰωσὴφ σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος 
καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης τῆς Λαμπροῦ, who could be a successor or predescessor of Basil. 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholaos blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 

Rev. + KCR'O'| IOHOXKS | R8..CIIIC | KCIITITH | HCAAM |-IT- 
(for the information on him, see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 198, where he is erroneously or 
incompletely deciphered). 
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The seal ο Ευθύμιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ Λαμπροῦ attests to the existence 
of a palace, Λαμπροῦ. to which some title-bearers were attatched (see Schlumberger, Sig., 
136-157. The same speciment or another, but struck in the same boulloterion, is perhaps 
preserved in Vienna (MK 103). 


f) ξενοδόχος 

Directors of inns, asylums and other charity and pious institutions affiliated to some 
imperial palaces, central and privincial departments, churches and monasteries. 

Lit. Koukoules, Vios, Π.Ι, 64-103; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 296, n. 50-51; Janin, CP 
Byz., p. 570. 


920-921. Δαμιανός β᾽βεστίτωρ καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν (last quarter of the IX" c.) 


920. Archeclogical Museum, Sofia (currently of unknown place of preservation). Found in Pliska during 
excavations in 1931-1937 in room B of a chain building north of the so-called Boyar's dwelling. D. 29- 
30 (?) 2.5 mm. The bulla is badly preserved, its surface is heavily damaged by corrosion and the letters 
are hardly visible. There is a missing fragment as well. i : 
Ed. Hopaanos, Πμµοκα, Ne 15. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 64. 1a. 


921. RHM-Shumen, no. 14708. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. The information is that 
it was discovered in Preslav (?). D. 25.5-26 (24) 3.1 mm. W.15.40 g. Remarkably well preserved imprint 
struck slightly off-centre. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 64.1b; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 319. 

The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. Their comparison resulted in the reading 
below. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.5). In the quarter: TQ)-C() || A8-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
920 >. |-AAMIAN | R'RECTIT. .| 5ΞΕΝΟΔΟ. | ON... AO . 
921 .-: . |-AAMIAN | R'R€CTITOP | SEENOAOX | ONIIVAON | . 5. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Δαμιαν(ῷ) ββεστιτόρ(ι) (καὶ) ξενοδόχ(ῳ) 
[τ]ὸν Πυλὸν 


Who is Damianos B’Beotitwp καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν} If the dating of his seal 
(generally to the last quarter of the IX" century) and the discovery of the bulla in Pliska 
are taken into account, some connection might be sought with one of the correspondents of 
Patriarch Photius Δαμιανός ξενοδόχος. Three letters of the patriarch to Damianos dated to 
859-867 have survived (see Photius, Epistle, nos. 109; 113; 195). 

It is not possible to say to whom in Pliska Damianos ββεστίτωρ καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν 
[Πυλῶν wrote but it could be to one of the leaders of the newly-built Bulgarian church, for 
instance the archbishop of Bulgaria George, on some matters of common interest. 


922. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽ σκευοφύλακος καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Σάμψων (mid-IX" c.) 


Archaeological Center Develt, no.192. Find-spot: the kommerkia of Develtos. D. 25.5-27 (21) 2.5 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. The letters from the center of the dies mainly printed. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Heseam, Ne VILS2. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. [.5 ); in the quarters: 
α-σο || .8-ACQ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.*.| .ONCTA| .INOR’CKE | ..0’SEEN. | .T'CAM.. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει [τ]ῷ σῷ [δ]ούλῳ [Κ]ωνστα[ντ]ῖνο β᾽σκε[υο]φυλάκι) (καὶ) 
ξεν(ο)[δίό)χῳ] τ(ῶν) Σάμ[ψων] 


The restoration of the last two lines of the text is only one possible variant due to the 
incomplete imprint. Despite this uncertainty, there should be a commentary on the inscribed 
positions. 

Σκευοφύλακος is an ecclesiastical office (see no. 1626 ) connected with the preservation 
of the holy implements needed for performing the Christian ritual. Σκευοφύλακος in the 
church of Hagia Sophia had a high rank in the ecclesiastical hierarchy and there are a number 
of cases when he was elected patriarch. This case however concerns β’σκευοφύλακος, 
thus rendering the identification slightly difficult. Is it an equivalent to skeuophylax of the 
imperial clergy (see Darrouzes, Offikia, p. 133,137) or a honorific title, with which the 
emperor distinguished some cleric, a close associate to the Palace? 

ξενοδόχος also presents a certain problem: specifically to which charity institution it 
applies. The available letters have suggested to me to accept that it applies to the asylum and 
hospital in the capital neighborhood Σάμψων, located behind the church of Hagia Sophia 
(see Janin, CP Byz., 42, 46, 163, 574). 

Regarding the character of the correspondence received in Develtos, the assumption 
has been made that it could be in connection with the initial stage of the conversion to 
Christianity in Bulgaria and of the contacts of the Byzantine church with the newly-created 
ecclesiastical institutions in Bulgaria. 


g) πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ β)οἴκου τῶν Μαγγάνων 


His duties were connected with the management of the properties of the Mangana Palace 
in the capital and the province. He was perhaps subordinate to κουράτωρ τῶν Μαγγάνων 
(on him, see Bury, System, 100-103; Délger, Finanzverwaltung, 39-40; Oikonomides, 
Listes, p. 318; Janin CP Byz, 132-133). 


923. Μιχαὴλ β)σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν καὶ πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ 
β)οἴκου τῶν Μαγγάνων (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 2399, Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-28 (24 ) 2.5 mm. 
W. 12.23 g. Well-centered imprint, but some letters did not print. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, No 138. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Archangel (presumably Michael) standing full length, turned three quarters l., wearing 
chiton and himation. He props himself (l. hand) on a labarum with a long shaft and 
blesses (r. hand). The nimbus is well-depicted, the wings touch the ground. The scene 
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-reminds of the Annunciation. Superb engraving and imprint attesting to a highly- 
experienced engraver of the dies. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
.ROHOEITO CWA... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ MHXR'C | HAO'KANAA!| ΕΠΙΤΌΙΚΗΑΚ | SA’NOT’T..| VI'T'MAT" 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε] βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Μιχαὴλ. β'σπαθ(αρο)κανδ(ι)δ(άτφ) ἐπὶ 
τ(ῶν) οἰκηακ(ῶν) (καὶ) (πρωτο)νοτ(αρίῳ) τ[οῦ f'] ὑγίου) τῶν) Μαγ(γάνων) 


(924. Λέων χαρτουλάριος τοῦ Ῥωμάθειας (X c.) 


Private collection (G. Galabov from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-21.5 (18) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Indeterminate bust of a saint, bearded, wearing a himation. He holds his r. hand in front 
of his chest and an indistinct object in his |. hand. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-.-| AEON | XAPT8A' | TEVOM | ΘΕΑ 
+ Aéov χαρτουλ(άριος) τοῦ Ψομ(ά)θεα(ς) 


The deciphering of the text and the commentary have been rendered difficult due to both 
the incomplete imprint and the position χαρτουλάριος τοῦ Ψωμάθειας not mentioned in 
other sources. Probably it applies to some imperial estate, whose name must have a bearing 
on the name of the neighborhood of Ῥαμάθιας or Ῥωμόθιας located in the southwestern 
corner of Constantinople between the Constantine and Theodosios walls inhabited by 
aristocratic and noble families. Three or four monasteries were also located at the same 
place (Janin, Ορ Byz, p. 282). 


8. Justice 


The administration of justice in Byzantium was not separated in a special office. 
All officials as representatives of the supreme power could administer the law within the 
functions they performed. Hence, a certain discrpancy appeared. The higher dignitaries 
presiding over various courts were sometimes incompetent in the sphere of legislation. For 
that reason, lawyers (κριται), members of the respective courts who were responsible for 
the court orders, were attached to them. 

A different number of law courts functioned during the different periods of the history 
of Byzantium. The aim of the present statement is not to trace down the history of justice 
administration in Byzantium, rather than to serve as an introduction to the sphragistic material 
presented below. 

Presented below is a brief survey of those law courts presided by officials whose seals 
were discovered in the territory of modern Bulgaria. 


A. Ἔπαρχος τῆς Πόλεως 
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An institution established in Constantinople on December 11" 359. He presided 
over a court called ἔπαρχικον βήμα, which had jurisdiction (both civil and penal) over 
Constantinople and its suburbs, whose judgements could be disputed only before the 
emperor. His administrative power over the capital could be restricted only by the emperor. 
The municipality, the police, trade, supply of provisions, prices, crafts, sojourn of foreigners, 
the circuses, the public manners, etc. were over his control and he was a real successor of the 
praefectus Urbi. 

He had a huge staff of assistants, collaborators and direct executers. In the XIth c., 
however, we observe a gradual decrease in the significance of some of his powers and 
functions, as a result of which he ceased to be a higher magistrate and chairman of the 
imperial court, while the importance and functions of some of his subordinates increased and 
they steadily got free of his control to become chiefs of absolutely independent offices. 

According to the analysis of some documents, in the second quarter of the XIth c., the 
jurisdiction of the eparchos was limited to the supervision of the handicraft articles and 
the crafts. His powers over the police, the administration and municipality were gradually 
restricted. 

Lit. Ycnenckuii, P. Κομοταμτμμοποποκηῆ onapx.-/2PAHK, 4/2, 1899; Bury, System, 
69-73; Brehier, /nstitutions, 186-192; Cro3x10MoB, M. A. Busaumuückaa kuuea snapxa, 
Mocxaa, 1962; Oikonomides, Listes, 319-320; Idem, Evolution, p.133; ODB, 705. 


aa) ἔπαρχος 
925. Ἁριστηνός ἔπαρχος (XUXII c.) 


Unknown place of preservation. Find-spot: uncertain. D.15-i6 (?) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint but a well- 
preserved bulla. i 
Ed. Mymnwos, Bu3antuiicKn neuara, Νο 34; Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 1036; Jordanov, Family Names, 
no. 56. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Numismatic Museum in 
Vienna no.350 (see Laurent, Corpus, Π, no. 1036; Wassiliou, Seibt, no. 13). 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
+CKE | ΠΟΙ͂ΟΕ | ΠΑΡΧΟ 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
API.| THNO. | X€M. 
ἙΣκέποις ἐπάρχο(ν) ΑἉρι[σ]τηνὸ[ν] Χ(ριστ)έ u[ov] 


926. Ἰωάννης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου kai ἔπαρχος (X c.). 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 10. Found in the course of excavations of Grazhdanski Complex site 
in Preslav, Southeastern sector, square 2K4, at a depth of 0.70 m, on 163 August 1975. D. 22-23 (?) 2 
mm. The bulla was bent during excavations; parts of the depiction and text were destroyed during its 
straightening and preparation for conservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, H, no. 1015 (the specimen was struck with the same pair of dies and is from 
the DO Collection); Zacos, Seals, Il, no 828 (the specimen was struck with a different pair of dies). 


Obv. Bust of St. Anastasios, nimbate, bearded, facing; wears himation; hands before chest 
with palms turned outwards. Traces of a vertical inscription in two columns: 9-A-N || 
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Rev, Inscription of five lines: 
KA)... | R'A'CIIAO'€ | ...OVXPVC | .TPIKA'K'€ | ΠΑΡ. 
|: -K(6pue βοήθει τῷ] σῷ δ[ούλ(ῳ) Ἰ]ω[άννη] β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) ἐ[πὶ τ]οῦ 
χρυσ(ο)τρικ(λίνου) klai) ἐπάρ[χῳ] 


The data are insufficient for any search in the narrative sources. The seal generally dates 
from the Xth ο, 


937. Φιλόθεος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἔπαρχος ἱμάτιν ἐξωπρατείκον (X c.). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15232. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 21-22 
(20) 3 mm. W. 7. 88 g. Well-centered and complete imprint, but some letters are effaced and cannot be 
deciphered with certainty. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 253. 
Parallels : Further four specimens were found in Istanbul and Hersones. On them, see the survey presented 
below. 


Oby, Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.12). Circular inscription along border of dots: 
* ODIAOOCQR'A'CIIAO'SVII ... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: | 
ἜΓΜ. | ΤΙΝΕΞ | QIIPAT | LON 
Κύριε βοήθει Φιλοθέῳ βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) ὑπ[άρχῳ] ἱμ[ά]τιν 
ἐξωπρατ(ε)ί[κ]ον 


The seal was originally published without a commentary in compliance with the type 
of the publication in the Catalogue of Medieval Seals of the RHM, Shumen (Jordanov, 
Zhekova, no. 253). 

Further two specimens of the same person are preserved in the collection of G. Zacos, 
I, but since they are poorly printed we cannot say whether they are from the same matrix as 
our specimen. 

With the first one, the obverse is like ours but the reverse contains an inscription of five 
lines which could be a blurred text, but in any case it is an inscription of five lines, while our 
specimen has an inscription of four lines (Zacos, Seals, II, no.1082a). 

The second specimen in Zacos collection II has an obverse like ours but the reverse is 
without an 1mage and a text. G. Zacos assumes that it could be a ticket (counter) for some 
charity events organized by the eparchos (Zacos, Seals, no.1082b), but it is also possible 
that it was attached to cloth for which reason the reverse did not print. For a similar case, see 
one of the seals from Preslav (lYopzanos, ΠΡΕΟΠΒΒ, Ne 367). 

The other two specimens were found in the medieval Chersones and the Crimean 
peninsula. 

The first one is preserved in the collection of K. D. Smjichkov from Lugansk. It 
was published with a drawing (see Copouan E. b. Busauruitckuit Xepcou (Bropas ΠΟΠΟΒΗΗΒ 
VI- nepaas ΠΟΠΟΒΜΗΕ X BB.). Ouepku ucmopuu u Κγπ671γΡ51, “act 2, XapkoB, 2005, 1116- 
1117). Due to the poor condition of the specimen, the author could not decipher the owner's 
name and position but commented only on the inscription on the reverse. 

The second one is preserved in the collection of Y. N. Smoilenko. It was originally 


339 





presented without deciphering of the name in the paper of N. Alexeenko from Sevastopol 
at the international conference in honour of the famous collector Dr. Vasil Haralanov held 
in Shumen in 2007. It was then that I draw his attention to the existence of our parallel. No 
publication in the collected volume ensued for reasons unknown to me. Later N. Alexeenko 
devoted to it a special publication in which he draws on all four specimens (Amexceenxo, H. 
A. ΤΟΡΓΟΒΠΗ H TKAHA H 3kcriopr ΟΠΘΟΚΠΕΙ B Bu3aHTHH πο ΠΒΗΗΡΙΜ οΦΡΒΓΜΟΤΗΚΜ. - Poccua 
u mup: [laHopama ucmopuueckoeo paseumua. COopHuk uayuneix cmamei, nocee1yanolu 70- 
aAemuro ucmopuueckoeo dakynemema Ypaneckoeo eocyQapcmeenoeo yuueepcumema UMeHU 
A. M. Γορκοσο, Exarepunoypr, 2008,174-178). I don't know why he missed the specimen 
published by Sorochan. 

Another specimen bears the name of Philoteos eprchos, but it 1s different from the 
ones discussed here (see Zacos Seals, II, no.274) 

In our case in addition to eparchos, he is also ἱμάτιν ἐξωπρατείκον. What is the 
meaning of these positions? 

No such combination of positions of the eparchos is known. At the lack of exact 
parallels no certain answer is possible. 

According to the publisher of the first specimen from Chersones (Copouan, 1116- 
1117) the position of this official himat(1)on exo pratik(1)ov means garments sold to foreigners 
or garments sold outside. According to him the preposition exo combined with the term 
pratik(1)ov leads to the conclusion that it refers to garments intended for use in the imperial 
palace for selling and presenting to foreigners and which were objects of the so-called “trade 
diplomacy". Thus the author explains the discovery of the seal in Chersones which was the 
fort post of Byzantium with the other foreign world. 

According to the publisher of the second specimen from Chersones (Auekceenko, 
174-178), the meaning of the position could be related with the term ἐξώπρατης, which 
means a trader from the province who served as a middleman between the Constantinopolitan 
traders and consumers outside the country, or with the term ἐξωπρασία with the meaning of 
a kind of a tax on foreign trade bargains. Combining the information from these two terms 
the author reached the conclusion that the seal under discussion has to do with the foreign 
trade of silk products that was carried out in the capital Constantinople under the control of 
the eparchos of the city. 

In the introduction above, the conclusion was drawn that taking into consideration 
the rigid control over this kind of activity and the complete imperial monopole, it is out of 
the question to speak ofa traditional trade of this kind of articles. Indeed, some bargains with 
silk materials are mentioned in the book of the eparchos, but they are of lower quality and 
are not banned, thus it is possible that the position was really connected with the so-called 
"diplomatic trade" kept under the control of the eparchos of Constantinople. But why was 
this position inscribed only on the seals of this eparchos? It must be a case of some special 
kind of products whose production and import were controlled by the eparchos. 

Thus the discovery in Preslav of the seal of Philoteos eparchos and ἱμάτιν 
ἐξωπρατείκον should be related with the receipt of silk garments and materials in Bulgaria 
and specifically in the Bulgarian capital. According to the instructions, the seal was either 
suspended from the bundle of silk products or was affixed to a letter of the eparchos to the 
Bulgarian authorities informing them for the sending of silk garments and materials. 

The stamping of his correspondence with a seal on which the special position ἱμάτιν 
ἐξωπρατείκον was inscribed was in connection with a special occasion for this letter or the 
sent goods. For example, the sending to Bulgaria of ruler's attire for basileus! We know that 
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as a result of the peace of 913 Symeon was granted or acknowledged the title basileus. And 
we see the traditional costume and insignia of a legitimate Byzantine basileus on his seals of 
this period as a peacemaking basileus (Hopaanos, Kopnyc, 46-48). Of course, the basileus's 
attire was not made in Bulgaria but was sent from Byzantium along with the conferment of 
the title. 

Was it really the case? We can attempt an answer after determining when the seal was 
received in Preslav or its dating. 

The invocative monogram on the obverse and the paleography of some letters and 
mostly the text of the seal point to a dating in the early Xth c. An eparchos by the same name 
is attested in this period. 

In Theophanes Continuatos it is reported that in 913, after the death of Emperor 
Alexander, a revolt broke out headed by the domestikos of the Schools Constantine Doukas. 
After the suppression of the revolt many of Doukas’s followers were sentenced by the 
eparchos Philoteos (Theophanis Continuatus, 384; IIpoOonorcameno Φεοφαμα, 160). Thus it 
is quite possible that the owner of the seal found in Preslav was identical to this Philoteos. 

With what relations between Bulgaria, negotiations, agreements and treaties can he 
be related? Chronologically the nearest event is the negotiations and the eventual peace 
between Symeon and the regents in 913, when, according to the chronicler, ‘honoured with 
countless and very big gifts, Symeon and his sons returned to their own country" (Leo - 
Gramaticus, 160). 

Gifts sent to Bulgaria and of course sealed with the eparchos’s seal are mentioned in 
one of the letters of Patriarch Nicholas Mystikos to Symeon dated July-August 913 “...and 
that what is by custom sent to you from Roman Empire shall be sent as far as Develtos, and 
thence shall be carried into your dominion by your own servant, and this arrangement shall 
suffice and no other demand be made" (Nicholas, Letters, no. 6.31-34). 

The Byzantine kommerkia Develtos was most probably meant here as the destination 
of the sent gifts and from there they were forwarded by the Bulgarian authorities to Symeon's 
court. 

Many of the conclusions and assumptions drawn above are open to criticism but it 
is a fact that the correspondence of Philoteos eparchos and ἱμάτιν ἐξωπρατείκον was 
received in Preslav during the first decade of the Xth c. This correspondence must have been 
in connection with the Bulgarian -Byzantine relations which have various aspects. 

The two bullae of the same Philoteos found in Chersones had probably the same 
function. It is a known fact that Chersones was the military and diplomatic fort post of the 
empire against the northern peoples. It may well be that Philoteos’s letter to the authorities 
in Chersones was in connection with a similar diplomatic consignment to Kievan Rus or 
another of the empire’s neighbouring countries. 


928. N., ...... β)σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος kai λογοθέτης τοῦ πρετορίου (X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 5086. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 82. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 21- 
23 (23) 3.1 mm. W. 8.60 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. One or two lines remained 
outside the blank. 

E d. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 254 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with nimbus, himation and maphorion half-turned l. with hands open 
in front of her breast. 
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name of the owner of the seal. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Κεν. Inscription of six lines. 
us |.. AOAP'.ANA/S | ΛΟΓΟΘΕ | T8.PE | ... 
[+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ...... β’σπ]αθαρ(ο)[κ]ανδ(υ[δ(άτῳ)] (καὶ) 


κ ΠΠΡΗΕΡΘη Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globus (1. hand). 


Rev. Inscription of five or six lines: 
+ KE.. | TOC... | HA... | ROVA ..| ΕΠΑΡΧ 
+ Κ(ύρυε [β(οή)θίει)] τῷ σ[ῷ δού(λῳ)] Παύλῳ] βουλ(λωτὴς) [τοῦ] ἔπαρχ(ου) 


ab) νομικὸς 





Attested solely in the taktikon of Uspenskij (899) as one of the subordinates of the 
eparchos of Constantinople in jurisdiction. Nomikoi are often mentioned in an ecclesiastical 


context and also as scribes of books. 
Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, Ph 113.16, p. 321; ODB, 1490. 


The owner of the seal was assistant of the eparchos. It was precisely them who sealed 
the goods with the eparchos’ seal (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 321). 


b) κοιαίστωρ 





929-930. Γρηγόριος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ νομικὸς (70s-80s of the X c.) 


i Successor of the former quaestor sacra palatii succeeding also his functions. The office 
| was established by Justinian I in 539. He belonged to the class of judges and was totally 
independent from the eparchos. The quaestor presided over a court whose decisions could 
not be desputed before another except the imperial one. He dealt with forgery of documents, 
with wills, family rights, etc. Until the Xth c., the quaestor was one of the principal editors of 
the imperial novels. The office did not lose in significance even after the fall of Constntinople 
in 1204. 

He had a staff of numerous assistnats who were not attested by their seals. 

Lit. Oikonomides, Lites, 321-322; Laurent, Corpus, Π, 605-606; OBD, 1765-1766. 


929. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 16998. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (21) 3.5 
mm. Good imprint, cracked along the channel. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρέσπα, Ne 121. 





930. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17592. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 12-24 (21 ) 
2 mm. Half, struck over a seal of Leo Sarakinopoulos, strategos of Thrace and Ioanopolis (on him, see 
Jordanov. G. Names, no.35B.15 and here nos. 1250-1260 ). 

Ed. Vopnanos, lTpecnae, Ne 122. 
No paralells known. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Gregory of Thamatourgos, bearded, dressed as a bishop, blessing (r. hand) 
and holding a book (1. hand). Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
ee ΡΙΘΘΘΑΜΑΤΟΥ TO’ : [ Ὁ ἄ(γιος) Γρηγό]ριω(ς) ὁ Θα(υ)ματου(ρ)γό(ς) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
-. -|+ FPI.O| PHOC.A .| APOKANAA'| SNO.L. | -+- 
-.-|..PIFO|.. .CIIAO|. ..KANAA’.. ....| 
ἙΓριγορήῳ σπαθαροκανδ(ι)δ(άτῳ) (καὶ) νο[μ]ι[κ(ῷ)] 


932-933. Μιχαὴλ β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κοιαίστωρ (X c.) 


932. RHM-Shumen, no. 14955. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 25- 
27 (25) 3 mm. W. 13.12 g. Good but incomplete imprint. 
Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 255. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base up to the first arm. 
Remains of a circular inscription. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.. IXAHA |.. ΟΠΑΘΑ |.. OOKAIKV |.. CTOP 
[-Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ 8090A(o)M]ucomA [βϊπρωτο)]σπαθα[ρί]ῳ καὶ 
κυ[αί]στωρ 


As in the previous publication, the reading of the last line on the reverse presents a 
problem. On the basis of the secure letters SNO..., I proposed the following restoration: 
(καὶ) νο[ταρ(ίῳ)]. The present proposition for restoration has been suggested to me by 
Prof. W. Seibt. If one wishes he could see traces of the last two letters IK’. 

The seals of νομικὸς proved to be very rare. I am familiar with one of νομικὸς of 
Corinth (see Corinth, no. 2766). 


ο ο ο ο EIS ο ο OSH SET BEER LE TEESE A IED SOD DBT IADR ADS κ.α κα.“ 


: e | 933. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14958/2. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 
ac) βουλλωτῆς του επαρχου l , | 24-26 (21) 4 mm. W. 14.02 6. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation, although some letters 
Assistants of the eparchos. It was precisely them who sealed the goods with the eparchos’ | did not print. 


seal (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 321). Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 256. 
No parallels known. 


The both specimens were struck by different bulloterions. 





931. Παῦλος βουλλωτῆς τοῦ ἔπαρχου (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia. πο. |80. Find-spot: Silistra. Purchased from Asen Nikolov in 1976. D. 22.5-23 | Obv. Patriarchal ΗΝ three steps with fleurons arising from base up to the first arm. 
(3) 3 mm.W.8.93 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. The letters are deformed and one | Circular inscription along a border of dots : + KEROHO.... COOAOVA' 


should use much imagination as to decipher the text. Insecure reading mostly of line 3 containing the | Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


342 343 











+ MIXA | HAR'A'CIIA | O’SKVAT. | .OPI 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθ[ει τῷ] σῷ δούλ(ῳ)Μιχαὴλ β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
κυαί[στ]ορι 


934. [Βασίλειος] Πεκούλης κριτὴς καὶ κοιαίστωρ (ΧΗ c.) 


Private collection (St. Bilik, Sofia). D. 22.5-23 (22) ? mm. W. 14.114 g. Good and complete imprint, but the 
last line of the obverse is obliterated. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 563. 
No exact parallels. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+| ΤΙΟΦΡΑ | ΓΙΟΕΝΓΡΑΜ | MACIAEIKN | .... ETE 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
KPITHN | IICK8AHN | KOIAICTOPPA | ΠΡΟΓΡΑΦΕΙ 
+ Τί σφραγὶς ἐν γράμμασι δείκν[υσι λ]έγε κριτὴν Πεκούλην κοιαίστωρα 
προγράφει 


935. N., N., βέστης, βεστάρχης καὶ κοιαίστωρ (second half of the XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 32082. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-31 (28) 5 mm. Once good imprint, 
of which only a half has survived. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Basil facing, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Traces of a 
vertical inscription: .-.-A-CI || ..-.-OC 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
dst | .......| RECTHCREC | TAPXH’SKO | AICTM@PO | 8A... 
πηλού βέστης, βεστάρχη(ς) (καὶ) κοια(ί)στωρ ὁ .ODA... 


€) κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου or κριτὴς τοῦ βῆλου 


The Escurial taktikon first distinguished two classes of judges: πρωτοσπαθάριοι καὶ 
κριταὶ τοῦ βῆλου (Oikonomides, Listes, S 273.15) and πρωτοσπαθάριοι καὶ κριταὶ 
ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου (Oikonomides, Listes, S 273.19). The latter must sulely be those who 
held their sessions at the hippodrome, which was covered as early as the IXth c. In the Xth 
c. they began to call him κριταὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου, until the superior class κριταὶ τοῦ 
βήλου was formed. They were elected among κριταὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου. For such a 
promotion, according to Michael Psellos, the personal approval of the emperor was needed 
(see Psellos, MB, V, p. 206). 

The name of κριταὶ τοῦ βῆλου derives from βῆλον — a curtain drawn up in Byzantine 
courts at the appearance of the jury before the audience. Hence, κριταὶ τοῦ βῆλου were 
those judges of the hippodrome who had the right to held sessions behind this curtain and 
were the elite of this largest capital court. Very often, both combined these duties with others 
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in similar central departments and in the province. 
Lit. Oikonomides, Lites, 322-323; Laurent, Corpus, II, 438-439, 449; ODB, 1078. 


936-938. Βασίλειος Μαῦρος πρόεδρος καὶ κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ Ἱποδρόμου (last 
quarter, XI c.) 


936. RHM-Yambol no 5463. Recovered at the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa. D. 14-19 (18) 3 mm. 
Fragment, about one half of the seal missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 7; Jordanov, F. Names, no.427. 


937. Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov, Elhovo). Findspot: stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district 
of Elhovo. D. 21-23 (18) 3 mm. Weak imprint, but in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 8; Jordanov, F. Names, no.428. 


938. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, but perhaps the same as of the above specimens. D. 20-20 mm. 
Good but incomplete imprint. A well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.429. 
The three specimens were struck with the same die. 
Parallels: Two bullae struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the Malbott Collection (see 
Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 886). l 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
a). ..PA.|. .. ACIAEI| .. OCAPB |...KPI| ... 
b). COPA. | .CRACIAEI | IIPOCAPS |. AIK . . | ον 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a). HITO . | IHIIOAP . | MOVTO .| ΜΑνΡ. 
b) ΕΠΊΤΟν | IHIIIOAPO | MOVTOV | ΜΑΝΡ. 
[+] Zópo[yi]g Βασιλεί(ου) προέδρου [κ]αὶ κρι[τ]οῦ ἐπὶ τοῦ Ἱποδρόμου τοῦ 
Μαυροῦ 


939, Μαριανὸς or Μαρινὸς β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου 
(X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17241. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-23 (19 ) 3 mm. 
Once a good imprint, now a portion chipped. Scratched between two of the rays are grafitti resembling 
T ^ or T A. 
Ed. ἴπορπαηοβ, IIpecnas, Ne 139. 
No paralells known. 


Obv. Monogram: eight rays radiate from the central letter O each ending with a letter: 
R-C-I€-A-()- T-(Q)-A-K: Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ. Circle of pellets within two 
borders of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ MA.. | NOR'A'CII | AO'SKPIT' | CIIITOV | ΠΙΠΟΔΡ᾽ 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Μα[ρια]νῷ B'(xpoco)onaO(apio) (καὶ) κριτ(ῇ) 
ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρίόμου) 


940. Χριστόφορος Τιμωνίτης κριτὴς τοῦ βήλ.ου (second half of the XI c.) 
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Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna , no. 281 ). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-32 (24 ) mm, W. 7.50 g. 
Half of what was once a low-quality imprint (especially the rev.). 
Ed Jordanov, F. Names, no. 720. 
Parallels: More than eight specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in various collection 
round the world: the Hermitage (three specimens) see JIuxaues, Bozomamepu, c. 125, Ne 4, ra6n. 31; 
Athens Ne 397a, see Konstantopoulos, no. 397a; Stavrakos, no. 260; DO. 55. 1. 3393, DO. 55. 1. 3394; 
Bruxelles, BN., Coll. Kimps, no.67; ANS.Coll. Mabbott, no. 203, see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 828. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding the Christ Child at 1. Inscription of vertical lines at |.: 
MP-OV- HRO-HOO-C = Μ(ήτγηρ Θ(εογῦ ἡ Βοηθός. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
..Β Θ᾽ |...0OP| ......8RH | .. TWTI | ITH] -.- 
[:-Θ(εοτό)κε] β(οή)θ(ει) [Χριστο]φόρ(ῳ) [κριτῇ τ]οῦ βή[λου] τῷ Τι[μων]ίτῃ 


940A. Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς βεστάρχης καὶ κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου (third quarter of the XI 
century) 


National Historical Musemu Sofia, no. 13138. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 14-26 mm Half of what was once a good 
and complete imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Ομπμοτρα, Ill, Ne 8; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 595. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
. RO|.. Πω]. BAQ | . NNH |. - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
R.. | TAP ..| KPIT ..| RHA’... | A. 
[1:Θ(εοτό)κε] βο[ήθε]ι τῷ [σῷ δ]ούλῳ ΓΙωά]ννῃ β[εσ]τάρ[χη (καὶ)] κριτ[ῇ 
τοῦ] βήλ(ου) [τῷ Ρα]δ[ήνῳ] 


d) δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλης 


Initially, a commander of the four corps of the tagmata to become in the XIth ο. a 
higher magistrate presiding over a court. He was attested in the sources as early as the year 
791. He was responsible for the security of the Palace; his troops guarded also the covered 
hippodrome - a site of courts. Initially, in his capacity as a chief of the guard, he participated 
in the imperial court on issues concerning security. His role in court increased in time and 
prevailed over the other functions, as a result of which he headed the jury when issues 
concerning security were discussed. It is difficult to say exactly when this transition from a 
military commander participating in military campaigns into a judge occurred. He was first 
mentioned as a judge in documents between 1030 and 1045, but, as Laurent hypothesized in 
his book (Laurent, Corpus, IL, p. 465), these transformations must have been at hand as early 
as the beginning of the XIth c., for which reason he attributed the seals of δρουγγάριος τῆς 
βίγλης after the XIth c. to jurisdicton. However, that should not be considered a rule, since 
Symeon δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλης under Contantine VIII (1025-1028) was a military man 
and commander (see Guilland, Recherches, I, p.573). 

In the XIth c. and mostly in its second half, δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλης occupied a very 
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high position in the magistracy often presiding over the imperial court. For these functions, 
the epithet μέγας was added to his position under Emperor Michael VII (1071-1078). His 
court revised decisions of some other courts. 

Lit. Bury, System, 60-62; Guilland, Recherches, I, 563-587; Oikonomides , Listes, p. 
331; Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 465; Oikonomides, Evolution, 133-134; ODB, 663. 

The seals of δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλης discovered in Bulgaria are from the period 
before his judicial functions prevailed, for which reason they have been included in the 
chapter about the army. 


e) ἐπὶ τῶν κρίσεων 


A college of judges established between 1043 and 1045. Its members belonged to the 
class of μεγάλοι δικασταὶ. Within the competence of this court were various clauses of 
the civil law, but it specialized in solving problems sent by provincial judges as well as to 
check whether their judgements were in compliance with the law. Copies of verdicts of the 
provincial courts were sent to this college. 

The establishment of this new tribunal, which was not appellate, was prompted by the 
fact that in the mid- and second half of the XIth c. the post of the themetic judges became 
extremely improtant and profitable, for which reason it was fregently occupied by influential 
persons not in the legal profession. 

There is evidence that this college was put in charge of the droungarios tes viglas under 
Michael VII (1071-78). As mentioned above, the importance of this dignitary increased 
precisely at this period and he was called μέγας δρουγγάριος. 

It seems that Niketas Choniates was one of the last judges ἐπὶ τῶν κρίσεων. 

Lit. Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 473;Oikonomides, Evolution, p.134. 


941-944. Εὐθύμιος ἐπὶ τῶν κρίσεων (last quarter, XI c.) 


941. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24822. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 15.1-16.1 (14) 3 mm. W. 325 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Viyvoda, no. 7. 


942. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24824. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 13-20 (14) 3 mm. W. 4.43 g. One-third missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Viyvoda, no. 8. 


943. RHM-Sliven, no. 69. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. Found in the course of 
excavations at the top of the citadel, in square 43, on 14th August 1992 . D. 16-18 mm. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: JAuxauen, Hcm.3nau., c. 21, Ne 21; Laurent, Corpus, II;no 898; unpublished from Shaw 870 
(no. 1422). 


Obv. The Virgin standing, holding Christ (r. arm). Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ COPA | TICTPA | DONTE | KPICEQN | EVOVMI | OV 
+ Σφραγὶς γραφῶν τε κρίσεων Εὐθυμίου 


944. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24823. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 12-14 (11) 3 mm. W. 3.67 g. 
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Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Viyvoda, no. 9. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans (no medallion of Christ visible). Sigla: M || ©. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ΦΡΑΓΙ ΓΡΑΦΩΝ | TEKPICE | EVOVMI | 8 

[+ Σ]φραγ(ὶς) γραφῶν τε κρίσε(ων) Εὐθυμίου 


Despite differences in the manner in which the Virgin is represented, one could believe, 


one the basis of the similiarity of iconography, name, title and the use of the same verse, that - 


all of these seals belonged to the same owner. 

The following groups of seals can be added to them: 
a) Konstantopoulos, no. 959: 
Obv. The Virgin standing as above. 
Rev. | +PA®’ | ΟΦΡΑΓΙΖ | SKPICEIC | EVOVMI | OV 
b) Unpublished from DO 47. 2. 870. 
Obv. The Virgin standing, turned one-quarter to the left, holding Christ on her right arm. 
Circular inscription along a border of dots: [Δ]έσποινα [μοι σφ]ράγιζε κ[ρί]σης [(καὶ) 
λόγ]ους 
Rev.: | COPA |..ΓΡΑΦ(ΟΊ ..KPIC€ | ..€VOV | MIOV | 
c) Unpublished from DO 47. 2. 871. 
Obv. As above. 
Rev. + COPA | ΓΙΟΓΡΑ | DONTE | ΚΡΙΟΕΩΝ | EVOVMI | OV 

Our Euthymios was a member of the college judges. On the basis of the iconography, 
internal evidence and the style of the epigraphy, the seals are to be dated to the second half 
(in fact, the last quarter) of the XIth century. At some point during this period Euthymios had 
to write at least four times to the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 

To whom and on what occasion did Euthymios send his active correspondence? Not 
ruling out the private nature of his correspondence, it is more likely that it was sent officially 
regarding the decision ofa certain case. The correspondence was addressed to a representative 
of the local administration located there, and why not to the local judge. 


f) ἐξάκτωρ 


As a term, it first appeared in the Escurial taktikon (Oikonomides, Listes, S 271.14) 
. In the period under discussion, it meant a lawyer participating in the imperial court 
and specialized, according to Laurent (Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 480), in cases regarding 
guardianship. In Michael Psellos' time, it was a high-ranking man of law (Psellos, MB, 5, p. 
206.28). He is not mentioned in the written sources after the year 1204. 

Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, 325-326; Laurent, Corpus, II, p. 480. 


945. Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱποδρόμου 
καὶ ἐξάκτωρ (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17507. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-21 (21) 2.6mm. 


W. 8.67 g. Incomplete imprint. Both separate letters and whole lines are missing. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 140. 
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No paralells known. 


Obv, Bust of St. Nicholaos blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Traces of a 
vertical inscription: O-A-..-O || .. - K. -. Remains of the circular inscription: Κ.... 

Rey. Inscription of six lines: 
De |.ΟΠ... | ITSCT. | ATLL | LIIOAPM .| . EZAKT. 
+ Κ(ύρι)[ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ .....(πρωτο)]σπ[αθ(α)ρ(ίίφ) [ἐ]πὶ τοῦ 
χρ(υσο)τ(ρι)[κ(λίνου) kohu [ἐ]πὶ [τ(οῦ)] Ἱ[π]ποδρόμ[ου (καὺ] ἐξάκτ(ω)[ρ(υ)] 


9. Indeterminate Departments 


Presented below are seals of dignitaries who, according to the character of their functions, 
were assistants and not titulars in a given department, but since its name was not inscribed, 
they are impossible to be included in the above classification of departments from the central 
administration. 


a) ἐκ προσώπου 


The office is not well defined. It had representatives both in the central and provincial 
administrations. In the capital, some departments had ἐκ προσώπου, but others did not 
have one. Their seals obigatory state whose ἐκ προσώπου they were. In the province, the 
respective strategos of a theme was actually ἐκ προσώπου of the emperor, but along with 
that, there were themes or other administrative units, in which no startegos was appointed, 
but only ἐκ προσώπου. 

All that gave grounds to Oikonomides to draw the conclusion that these were probably 
strategoi of a lower rank. That raises the question regarding the identity of the owners of the 
seals presented below. Whose ἐκ προσώπου were they? Whether of a given titular from the 
departments of the central administration or of strategoi of a lower rank, but without relating 
them with a definite toponym. Then their place is in the part with similar seals presented in 
chapter V. 

Lit. Bury, System, 46-47; Ahrweiler, Recherches, 38-39; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 342; 
ODB, 683. 


946. Καλοκυρὸς Πηγονίτης σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14660 (?). Found by a treasure-hunter in the stronghold near the village of Dobri dol. D. 
19.5-21.5 (19?) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint. Several letters remained outside the blank, and the rest are 
obliterated. 

Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 11; Jordanov, F. Names, no.574 . 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). No inscription 
visible. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines. 
ΚΕΚΘΙ..οκνρ] ΠΑΘΊ.ΑΔΙ|.ΕΚΠΡΟΟΠΙ .8ITHTO | ..TH 
[Π]Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) [Καλ]οκυρ(ῷ) [σ]παθ(αρο)κ[α(ν)]δ()δ(άτῳ) 
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[(καὶ)] ἐκ προσ(ώ)π(ου) [τ]οῦ Πηγο[(νί]τη 


947. Λέων σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, πο. 10. Find-spot: uncertain. D.17-19 (14) 4 mm. W.6 g. Off- 
centered but relatively complete imprint since the dies were small in diametre. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of the Virfin orans, facing with medallion on her breast. Sigla: M || ©. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
+ | OKCR'G| ACONTI | IIAO'KAN'| SEKTIP . | M 
*O(soxó)ke β(οή)θίει) Λέοντι [σ]παθ(αρο)καν(διδάτῳ) (καὶ}] ἐκ 
πρ[οσώ]π(ου) 


948-049. Νικόλαος Τορνίκης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (Χς.) 


948. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18069. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav.D. 24-25 (19) 3 
mm. W. 9.20 g. Very good imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Ilpecaae, Ne 141, Jordanov, F Names, no. 724. 


949. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24571. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 13-21 (19) 2.1 
mm. Half of what was once a very good imprint. 
Ed. Mopnanos, ITpeczae, Ne 142; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 725. 
Both specimens were struck with the same pair of dies. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription 
along border of dots: + KEROHO’TOCWA.A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
NIKO | AAQA’CTTA | .SEKA’CO) | IPTOTOP | NIKH 
ἜΚ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ[ού]λ(ῳ) Νικολάῳ (πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ)] (Kat) ἐκ 
(προ)σώπ(ου) τῷ Τορνίκῃ 


950. Ν., σπαθαροκουβικουλάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17010. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav.D. 22.5-25 (18) 2 mm. 
W. 9.20 g. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Vopnano, Πρέεπας, Ne 143. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising up to the second arm. Remains ofa 
circular inscription: K......... ABA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
Mod |.CIIAOA | ΡΚΘΒΙΚ | BA'SCK | HPOC 
+K(dpr)fe βοήθει τῷ σῷ] δούλ(ῳ) ....σπαθαρ(ο)κουβικουλ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) ἐκ 
προσ(ώπου) 
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951, N, σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14177. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-26 
(7) mm. W. 6.37 g. Incomplete imprint, whole lines and letters remained outside the blank. Only those 
of the channel swelling printed. 

Ed Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 260. 
No known parallels. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas facing, blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
dus |.CIIA .. |.. NAA. . |. . KPH.. |.. KIL | CON. 
. σπα [θαρ(οκ(α)νδ(ι)δ(ἄτος) [ἀση]κρή[τι(ς) (καὶ) ἐ]κ π[ρο]σώπ[ου] 


b) χαρτουλάριος / μέγας χαρτουλάριος 
952-953. Εὐφήμιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας χαρτουλάριος ..( X-XI c.) 


952. RHM-Silistra, no. 602. Find-spot: from the town. D. 26-28 (7) 3 mm. Incomplete and smeared imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cunucrpa, III, Ne 4. i 


9353, RHM-Shumen, no. 14215. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 
24-25 (22) 3.5 mm. W. 10.02 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cusucrtpa, III, Ne 5. 
The two specimens were struck in different boulloteria or pairs of dies. 
No paralles known. 


Obv, Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion in front of her chest. Traces of a circular 
inscription: + ..... TOCWAS8’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a) |+€V®. | MHOA'CII. |. APMXAP | .AAP’TS 
b) |+ EV. | MHOA'CII | A@’SM. . | P’TS.. 
Σ[Κ(ύρυε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δού(λφ) Εὐφ[η]μήο (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
μ(ε)γ(άλῳ) χαρτουλάρίῳ ...... 


954. Λέων β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ μέγας χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, field no. 157. Found during excavations of the Ruler's Church in the Inner 
City of Preslav in the dumped soil on 25" July 2007. D. 15-22 (over 21) mm.Fragment smaller than a half 
of what was once a good imprint. 

Unpublished 


Obv. Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons arising from the base up to the second bar. From 


circular inscription: ..... WCWAOVAM 
Rev. Inscription of five lines 
+A€..| THR’A’....|SME....| XA...| AA... 


[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λέ[ον]τη β(πρωτο)[σπαθ(αρίῳ)] (Kat) 
με[γάλῳ] χα[ρτου]λά[ρίῳ] 
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954A. Νικήτας μέγας χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad [I 2009). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 24-26 (20) 3 mm. W. 10.23 g. 
Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of St. Niketas as a martyr. Vertical insciption: 9 || N-H-K’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KERO’O’| TOCOA'|NIKHTA | MXAPT | ΛΑΡΙ 
+ K(ópus βο(ή)θ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Νικήτα μ(ε)γ(άλῳ) χαρτ(ου)λάρί(ῳ) 


955, Πολύευκτος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱποδρόμου καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ... (XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 521949]. Find-spot: the town. D. 30-32 (7) 3 mm. Incomplete and smeared imprint. 
Ed.Mopaanos, Cunucrpa, ΠΠ, Ne 19. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of six lines: 
ΚΕΒΘῚ OCA. | HOA.EV. | A'CITAO.. | CITTS.. | KA. 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
ΚΡΙΤΗ | IT'TSIHIL | ..M'SXAP | .A'P?T8. |...... 
[+] Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) [τ]ῷ σῷ δ[ού(λῳ)] Πολ[υ]εύ[κίτῳ)] 
(πρωτο)σπαθ[αρ(ίφ)] ἐπ(ὶ) τοῦ [χρ(υσογτρι]κλ(ίνου) κριτῇ [ἐ]π(ὺ) τοῦ 
ἱππ(ο)[δρόμ(ον)] (καὶ) χαρ[του]λ(ά)ρ(ίῳ) τοῦ ....... 


956. Δημήτριος χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 12389/1. Former collection of Alexander Boev from Silistra. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-26 
(19) 3 mm. W. 8.88 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 258. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KE.. | TOCO.. | HMHT.. | XAP...| A... 
+ Κ(ύρηε [β(οή)θίει)] τῷ σῷ [δού(λῳ) Δ]ημητ[ρ(Ώφ] χαρ[του]λ[άρίῳ] 


957. N., P πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14961. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska -- civil 
settlement. D. 20-22.5 (18) 3.1 mm. W. 9.82 g. Complete and well-centered imprint, but its reading 
is rendered difficult due to the unusual writing of some letters. About others we have no idea how to 
identify. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 259. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Patriarchal cross on four steps with fleurons rising from the base up to second transverse 
bar. Circular inscription along border of dots: + KEROHOITWWAOV 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+REC | .ROVT | . oR’A’CII | O'XAPT | OAAP' 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθι τῷ (σ)ῷ δούλ(ῳ) .....β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίῳ) (καὶ) χαρτο(υ)λαρίῳ) 


958-962. Εὐστάθιος ὀστιάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


Α. χαρτονλάριος 


958. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17048. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D.24-25 (17 ) 2.5 
mm. W. 7.90. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Vopnanos, ITpecnae, Ne 144. 


959. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D.22-23 (17) 3 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. lopaanos, ITpecnae, Ne 145. 


960. Historical Museum, Nessebar, πο. 1952. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: » 
uncertain. D. 21-24 (18) 3 mm, W. 9.62 g. Well-centered and complete imprint. Holed at one side and 
probably used as a weight. Some letters are obliterated which renders the overall reading problematic. 


Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | HGCITO | COAOV | AQ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΕΥῚ ΤΑΘΙΩ | XAPT8 | AAP’ 
+ Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Εὐ(σ)ταθίῳ) χαρτουλάρ(ίῳ) 


Β. ὀστιάριος καὶ χαρτουλάριος 


961. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 69. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 21-24 mm, W. 9.00 g. Well- 
centered and complete imprint. Certain letters, especially on the obverse, are damaged. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO’ |TWCWAS8’| EVCTA |. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
OCTHA | PHOSXA | ..SAAP"' 
+K(bpue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Εὐστα[θ(ίῳ)] ὀστηαρήῳ (καὶ) χα[ρτ]ουλάρ(ίῳ) 


962. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17221. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-19 (18?) 
3 mm. W. 7.30 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Ilpecaae, Ne 146. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of an unknown saint as bishop. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
+ KEROHOITW.... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
* €VC.|. OIWOC | TIAPIMS | XAPTOV | A’ 
+ Κύριε βοήθι τῷ [σῷ δούλῳ] Εὐσ[τα]θίῳ ὀστιαρίῳ (καὶ) χαρτουλ(άρίῳ) 


963. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Ν. Vasilev from Shumen). Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-23 (21) 3 mm. Very well 
centered and executed imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-NI || K-OA-A’. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 
ἜκεκοἸ TOOCOA' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ KCN | ACHKPH | TISXAP | T8A' 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) ἀσηκρήτι (καὶ) 
χαρτουλ(άρίφ) 





964. Μιχαὴλ. χαρτουλάριος (XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1851. Find-spot: Uncertain. D. 25-26 (20) 2.5-3 mm. W.10.15 g. Well- 
centered but indistinct imprint, especially the letters recording the saints name. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas facing, blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l.hand). Traces of 
vertical inscription : 9-. . . || K-O- . 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-*KCR'O'|. IXAHA | XAPTOV | AAPHO | -.- 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) [M]uxamA χαρτουλαρήο 


ϱ) ἐπισκεπτίτης 


965. Ἰωάννης σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 45. Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Zlati Voyvoda, disc. 
of Sliven. D.19-20 (14) 4 mm. W.7.7 g. Imprint moved slightly to the top, but as a whole complete. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines. 
+ KERO | HOEITO | CHAS | ATO 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
CIIAO |K’AA’SE [MICKE | IITIT'| - .- 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Ἰω(άννηῃ) 
σπαθ(αρο)κ(αν)δ(ι)δ(άτῳ) (καὶ) ἐπισκεπτίτ(ῃ) 
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Chapter Three 


OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS AT THE ARMY 


Byzantine army in the [Xth-Xth centuries was composed of two basic units: 

1. Provincial, thematic army (θεματὰ), under the command of local startegoi; 

2. Regular imperial army (τὰ βασιλικὰ τάγματα), garrisoned mainly in the capital or 

the neighboring provinces; 

The tagmata was recruited of freelances, professionals, armed and equipped by the state 
and commanded by high-ranking officers. 

In the period under discussion, it consisted of the following main corps: scholai, 
excubitai, arithmos and numeral. 

. Domestikos, drougarios or komes were at the head of these corps. There was a seniority 
among the commanders. The names, composition and functions of the corps changed with 
time. Below we will dwell upon those represented by their seals discovered in Bulgaria. 

The analysis of various documentary sources indicates that the importance of the tagmata 
as a basic military force decreased in the XIth c. That was a process begun as early as the 
Xth c., when some corps were dispatched to garrison in the province and thus separated from 
the central army. Α tendency is observed of increased recruiting of foreign mercenaries not 
included in the tagmata but in separate detachments each under the command of their fellow- 
countrymen and subordinate directly to the emperor. 

Generally, the defense of the capital from a lesser danger, namely at peace, was left to 
the hetaireia, the army of the eparchos and the imperial fleet. 

Lit. Bury, System, 47-49; Brehier, Institutions, 295-296; Ahrweiler, Recherches, 24- 
32; Oikonomides, Listes, 329-332; Idem, Evolution, 141-147. 


1. Δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν 


A commander of the major corps of the tagmata. Initially the scholai were charged 
with service in the imperial palace, where they stayed during the day and night. They had a 
special hall where they kept guard. They wore brilliant uniforms and their service had rather 
a ceremonial character. But in the course of time, they became a basic military unit which 
traditionally sent a guard of honor to the Palace. 

The office of domestikos of the scholai had its evolution throughout the centuries. 

The high-ranking civil officials or military commanders were in the habit of appointing 
a man of confidence outside the official staff, to whom they could transfer some of their 
heavy duties and who could act as a deputy when needed. This trusted person was called 
domestikos, i.e. servant or domestic in the West. The same name was adopted in the East 
and he gained wide currency in Byzantium as early as the VIth c. Initially he was a private 
person, a private advisor of the respective dignitary, but due to the confidence with which he 
was charged, he often influenced the official work of his patron. 

Thus, the commander of the scholai also had his domestikos, who was not in the army 
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and who was supposed to have usually passed the orders of the general commander to the 
commanders of the respective subdivisions of the scholai. But since the time of Constantine 
V (740-775) we find him as a commander of the corps of the scholai and a close associate of 
the emperor. 

Until the mid-X" century, the supreme command of the army, in the absence of the 
emperor, was in the hands of the commander of the most important Constantinopolitan 
cavalry regiment (tagmata), the domestikos of the scholai. But under Emperor Romanos Π 
(959-963), the command of the scholai, as well as the supreme command of the army, was 
divided: two domestikoi of the scholai are attested - of the East (τῆς ᾿Ανατολῆς) and of 
the West (τῆς Δύσεως); they were at the head of two separate tagmata. In the absence of 
a domestikos, these general functions could also be entrusted to a stratopedarches (“of the 
East", as well as “of the West"). This situation is reflected in the taktikon of Escurial. 

First deputy of δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως was τοποτηρητῆς τῶν 
δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 

During the first three quarters of the XI" century, the commanders of the major 
expeditionary forces were called, if not domestikoi, doukoi or katepanoi of the East or the 
West. 

The same differentiation between East and West also occured in other tagmata of the 
Empire, the exkubitoi, hikanatoi and others. 

The tagmata of the scholai disappeared from the sources before 1082 as a consequence 
of the catastrophe at Mantzikert. After that, the definition “ton scholon" also disappeared 
from the seals of the domestikoi who were now qualified simply as “of the East” and “of 
the West" (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 1-2 and bibl. quoted). The epithet μέγας 
appeared as if to compensate, like other offices of that time. Their office of commanders of 
the army forces of the Empire in the East, West or the whole Empire was preserved during 
the XII^ century as well. 

Lit: Bury, System, 49-57; Brehier, Institutions, 295-297; Guilland, Domestique, 1- 
13; Ahrweiler, Recherches, 24-36; Oikonomides, Listes, 329-330; Idem, Evolution, 142- 
143; Kühn, Armee, 135-146; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 1-2; ODB, 647-648. 


966. Βάρδας κουροπαλάτης καὶ δομέστικος (859-862) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 31449. No reported find-spot. According to its former owner from 
Ruse, the bulla generally originates from Northeastern Bulgaria. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. 
D. 23-23.5 mm. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Kyponanaru, Ne 1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The patriarchal cross on a base of three steps. Inscription within a double border of dots 
beginning from above: + KER .......... AOVAQ : Kopie β(οή)[θ(ει) τῷ σῷ] δούλῳ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ BAPAA | KOVPOIIAAA | T'SAOM€C | - T- 
ἘΒάρδᾳ κουροπαλάτ(ῃ) (καὶ) δομεστ(ίκῳ) 


The dating of the seal, according to its iconography and paleography of some of the 
letters (for example a closed B) is until the mid-IXth c. 
From this period, there is a known Byzantine dignitary bearing this title and position. 


356 





,... 






,τττ,τ,,τ:ς,.͵,͵,͵͵ὅ͵«ὅττ 


LL LLL LL LDL LLL LOL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL MLL LOE LLG 








It is the renown Byzantine statesman Bardas, who in the years of the weak-willed 
Emperor Michael III (842-867) actually ruled the Empire (see PMBZ, no. 791). 

Who was Bardas and what are the position and title inscribed on his seal? 

Bardas was a brother of Empress Theodora, wife and later widow of Emperor 
Theophilos (829-842). The name of Bardas was first reported precisely during the reign of 
this emperor, when along with the military commander Theophobos they were send on a 
military expedition to Abchasia (/7poOonocamene Φεοφαμα, 62.3-5). Before 842, Bardas 
held the rank of patrikios as the emperor’s brother-in-law. 

After the death of Emperor Theophilos, his three-year old son Michael III was enthroned, 
and as the custom in Byzantium, the Empire was ruled by a council of regency headed by the 
mother empress. The following participated in this council: one of the outstanding Byzantine 
statesmen magistros Theoktistos ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλείου and logothetes of the dromos (for 
him see no. 839); the empress’s uncle magistros Manuel, an Armenian by origin; and the 
empress's brother and emperor’s uncle patrikios Bardas (ΠΠΡοΟΟΠΟΚΑΙΠΕΠΟ Φεοφαμα, c. 
66.1). 

The first main step of governing taken by the council of regency was the restoration of 
the icon warship. That was done with an imperial decree and, as typical with any change, had 
its following and opposition. Bardas was one of the active participants for the restoration of 
the icon warship (//podonscamenb Peodana, ο. 67.3.). 

The next event, in which the name of Bardas was mentioned, was the plot for removing 
magistros Theoktistos. Bardas’s position as an ordinary member of the council of regency 
did not satisfy him and he proceeded in action. The council of regency was actually headed by 
the wise and far-sighted Theoktistos, who skillfully steered the helm of government already 
before the council of regency was formed. Bardas aspired to take precisely his place. In 855, 
Theoktistos was accused of conspiracy and, although the accusations were not proven, he 
was slain by order of Bardas, who succeeded him in his capacity as ἐπὶ τοῦ κανικλείου 
(IIpooonoicamene Φεοφαμα, ο. 75.26). Soon after that (in 858), Empress Theodora was also 
removed and banished to a nunnery. Thus, Michael III remained a sole ruler under the full 
influence of Bardas. The latter was promoted to the rank of the magistroi and appointed to 
the office of domestikos. In 859, he was honored with the high rank of kouropalates and on 
April 265 862 he was already a caesar and an all-powerful tyrant. 

The assessments of Bardas’s rulership have been contradictory due to his very 
personality. The victory over the Bulgarians, the signing of a peace treaty with them and 
the imposition of Christianity in Bulgaria are undoubtedly to his credit. The construction 
and opening of the higher school *Magnaura" was again in the years of his reign. Along 
with that, he has been accused of cruelty and dissipation, which corresponds to the idea of 
Bardas we have. When assessing his personality, we should not forget that the sources about 
him are likewise biased. The main source, Theophanes Continuatus, was written by order 
of Constantine VII, a representative of the Macedonian dynasty, whose founder Basil I had 
seized the power precisely from Bardas . 

On April 26" 866 Basil, the new favorite of the emperor and the future emperor, 
founder of a dynasty, organized a plot and Bardas was killed (Guilland, R. Le domestique 
des scholes, 21-22). 

Therefore, Bardas must have held the positions kouropalates and domestikos inscribed 
on his seal from 859-862, to which period the present seal should be dated. 

The question is how to comment the receipt of correspondence impressed with the 
seal of Bardas, kouropalates and domestikos, in modern northeastern Bulgaria. One could 
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not press for a particular event. However, it was the time of intensive offensive on the part 
of the Empire, whose final purpose was to force the Bulgarians to accept Christianity from 
Byzantium. This act was probably urged by military operations and demonstrations, in which 
connection the correspondence of the all-powerful uncle of the emperor could perhaps be 
received in Bulgaria. 


967-991. Πέτρος πατρίκιος, β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (971-?). 


A. β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δοµέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 


967. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.21120. Found on the pavement in the eastern sector on 20" June 
1984. D. 23-24 (22?) 2 mm. W. 5.00 g. Incomplete imprint. Chipped. Slightly waved. 
Ed. Mopaauos, [Tpecaae, Ne 148; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1 Aa. 


968. RHM-Shumen, no. 14220. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
24-26 (24 ?) 2 mm. W. 7.65 g. Low-quality imprint. The dies printed mostly in the center. Broken into 
two pieces. 

Ed. VWopaanos, Ipecaae, Ne 149; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1 Ab; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 261. 


969. RHM-Shumen, no. 14224. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
24-25.5 (24 7) 3 mm. W. 10.78 g. Low-quality imprint. Incomplete imprint. Almost one-third of the dies 
did not print. 
Ed. Ďopaanos, Hpecaas, Ne 150; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1 Ac; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 262. 


970. RHM-Shumen, no. 14219. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
26-28 (24 ?) 3 mm. W. 12.16 g. Low-quality incomplete imprint. 10 mm dislocation of the rev. and obv. 
dies. 

Ed. Ďopaanoe, Πρεσπά6. Ne 151; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1 Ad; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 263. 


971. RHM-Shumen, no. 14899. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
26-28 (24 ?) 3 mm. W. 11.28 g. Low-quality imprint in a poor state of preservation, 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 264. 


972, RHM-Shumen, no. 15458. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Preslav. 
D, 23-27 (?)3 mm. W. 11.18 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
All six specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. © is represented in the middle. Four short and four long radial rays come out of it. 
The short ones end with a sphere and on top of the long ones are written letters which, 
if joined, provide the beginning of the invocation: KVPICR'O'. In the fields formed 
between the four long rays we read: TW-CW || AQ-A(). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+ IIETPO | .A'CIIAO'S | AOMECT’TO | NOEO®’CKO | A'TICAV | CE’ 
- Kopie β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Πέτρῳ [βἸ(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) καὶ 
δομεστ(ίκῳ) τον θεοφ(υλάκτων) σκολ(ῶν) τις Δύσε(ως) 


Β. πατρίκιος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 


973. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.18501. Discovered during excavations in the area of the Strategia in 
sq. 173/135, 13 May 1980. D. 26-26 (22?) 3 mm. W. 11.11 g. Incomplete imprint. 
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Ed. liopaanos, TTpecaae, Ne 152; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Ba. 


974, RHM-Shumen, no. 14221.Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Found in Preslav but it 
is not certain whether the area of the strategia was concerned. D. 23-25 (?) 3 mm. W. 10.36 g. Incomplete 
imprint as above. It was additionally holed in the middle and was probably used as a weight. 

Ed. Hopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 153; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Bb; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 265. 


975. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 20784. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern 
sector, sq. 161/76, depth 0.40 m. D. 29-29 (25)2.5 mm. It was a successful imprint in the past but now the 
bulla is attacked by corrosion and there is a missing piece at one end. 

Ed. Μορπαμοβ, ITpecaae, Ne 154; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Bc; 


976. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 24774. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern 
sector, sq. 161/214, depth 0.80 m, 20" September 1985. D.17-25 (7) 2.5 mm. It was a good imprint in the 
past but now almost half of it is missing. It was broken along the line of the channel. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Bd; 


977. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 24798. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern 
sector, sq. 161/84, depth 0.80 m, 25" September 1985. D. 24-29 (22?) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint. Whole 
fields of the dies have not been imprinted. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Be; 


978. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.26457. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern sector, 
sq. 161 /235, depth 0.40 m, 7^ September 1987. D. 27-28 (23) 2.5 mm. An incomlete imprint as well. The 
bulla itself has a well preserved blank and surface. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Bf; 


979. Private collection (J. Bjulbjulev from Haskovo). Legend has it that the seals of this collection come from 
Silistra but it is not impossible that they are connected with Preslav because they have been repurchased. 
D.23-26 (22) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Bg; 


980. As above. D. 23-25 (?) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint but well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1Bh; 


981. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 247. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 24 mm. W.11.32 g. Specimen in a poor 
state of preservation. Dented. The restoration of the text is on the basis of the published specimens. 
Unpublished. 


982. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, field no. 549. Found in northern soil dump during excavations in the 
Ruler's Church in the Inner city of Preslav on 4^ August 2006. D. 15-25 (7) 3 mm. W. 5.92 g. 
A half preserved. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation from which hardly anything could be 
read if there were no parallels available. 
Unpublished. 
The ten copies were imprinted with the same pair of dies. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. O is represented in the middle. Four short and four long radial rays come out of it. 
On top of the short ones are the letters ΠΕΤΟ which, if combined, provide the name 
Πέτ(ρ)ο. At the same distance from the centre a knot is engraved on the long rays. If 
invisibly connected, these knots form an internal circle together with the ends of the 
short rays. Starting from the upper centre (12 o'clock), the following letters are written 
on top of the long rays and above the letters of the internal circle: KERT WCOA’. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

-TIATPI | &SAOMC'T'| TOOEO®VAA | KT'CKOA'| TICAVCEC' 
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*K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ oo δ(ούλῳ) Πέτ(ρ)ο πατρικ(ίῳ καὶ) δομε(σ)τ(ίκῳ) 
το(ν) θεοφυλάκτ(ων) σκολ(ῶν) τις Δύσε(ως) 


C. πατρίκιος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 


983-985. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 155-157; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1C a-c.; 


986. RHM-Dobrich: Discovered in the medieval fortress near the village of Odurtsi. D. 26-27 (24) 3 mm. 


The imprint was not well centered and is incomplete but, compared to those above, it is much more 
successful. 


Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1C d. 


987-989. Private collections. I checked them in various collections before they were resold. The information 
about their origin is uncertain but probably Preslav is involved. Their state of preservation is different and 
their size 1s closer to these above. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.1C e-g. 
The seven copies have been imprinted with the same pair of dies. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines preceded and followed by an ornament: 
ΠΚΕΚΟ |. OCITO) | . (AOVA | (ΘΠΕΤΡῚ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by an ornament: 
| TATPH | KIQKAIA | OMECTIK® | TONCXO | A'AVC€!| 
*K(ópue βο[ή]δει τῷ [σ]ῷ δούλῳ Πέτρῳ πατρηκ(ίῳ) καὶ δομεστίκῳ τῶν 
σχολ(ῶν) (τῆς) Δύσε(ως) 


990-991. N., πατρίκιος καὶ δοµέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
(X c.) 


990. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.19203. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-26 (25?) 3 mm. W. 
10.65 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller than the seal. 
Ed. Wopaauos, I7pecnae , Ne 158;Jordanov, G. Names, 26. 2. 


99]. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.. Found in the course of excavations in the Strategia of Preslav 
supervised by T. Mihailova in a ditch in the southern sector, square 18, on 183" July 2008. D. 24-28 mm. 
Specimen broken in two in a poor state of preservation. Off-center. 

Unpublished. 


991A. [ see 3183] Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found during excavations of the Ruler's Church in the 
Inner City of Preslav, sector 162, square 32, depth 0.10 m, from the level of the pavement, on 18" July 
2008, field number 17. Fragment smaller than a half. 
Unpublished. 


The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Between its upper arms there is part of the invocation: 
IC-X. || ..-.. Along border of dots part of circular inscription: -KKCROHOE .... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines, of which the first one is outside the blank: 
ἘΠΑΤΡΙ | KSAOME T| TOOCODVAA|KT'CKOA'| TICAVCE’ 
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990. ... ...]K'SAOMC . | TOOEO®.. .| . TC. . A| T... VCCOC 

99]. ......} .'S.0M€ . |... . 00V. . |. TC. ATT ...VCE.. 
+K(dpve [βοή]θ(ει) [τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] N., [πατρι]κ(ίῳ καὶ) δομε(σ)[τ(ίκῳ)] τὸ(ν) 
θεοφ[υλάκ]τ(ων) σ[κο]λ(ῶν) ts) [Δ]ύσεος 


The name Peter is not sufficient to identify this domestikos of the western schools. In 
my previous publication I assumed that he is identical to the eunuch and stratopedarchos, 
patrikios Peter, known from the sources (see (Jordanov, Domestiques, I, 1-4) who took 
active part in the military campaign in eastern Bulgaria. The only contradiction is that the 
rank of domestikos was not open to eunuchs (see Cheynet, Les Phokas, p. 306; ODB, Ι966- 
1967). 

Anyway, this Peter arrived here with the rank of imperial protospatharios and later 
was promoted to the rank of patrikios. The discovery in Preslav of at least 25 of his lead 
seals attests to his active correspondence with an individual sojourning in Preslav about the 
coordination of hostilities, etc. 


992-993. Στέφανος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς 
Δύσεως (?-17.08.986 ) 


992. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18997. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-24 (23?) 2.5 mm. D. 
6.35 g. Incomplete imprint, part of the dies have remained outside the blank. The reverse of the surviving 
bulla is better preserved but the obverse has been destroyed by corrosion. 

Ed. Ηορπαμοβ, IHpecnae, Ne 159; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.38. 


993. RHM-Shumen, no. 13585. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: strategia of 
Preslav. D.11-24 3 mm. W. 2.67 g. About half of the bulla has survived. 
Ed. Vopnanos, ΠρεεπαἙ, Ne160; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.30: Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 266. 
No parallels known. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Procopius holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-II-.O || K-O-III-O' Remains of a circular inscription: ...RO.... 
ABA' 


Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) . ΤΕΦ..|. NOVI. | TPIK.A. | MEC.TO. | CKOA’TI| AVC 
b) CT... ΙΑΝ..... |TP.....|]M€C ....| CKO... |... 
[-Κ(ύρυε] βο[ήθ(εγι τῷ σῷ] δούλ(ῳ) Στεφ[άν(ῳ)] ἀνθυ[π(άτῳ)] π[α]τρικ(ίφ) 
[(καὶ)] δ[ο]μεσ[τίκ(ῳ)] τὸ[ν[ σκολ(ῶν) tic Δύσ(εως) 


The publication quoted above made the suggestion that the owner of the seals 
presented could be identified with Stephanos Kontostephanos who until 18" August 986 was 
δοµέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (see Skylitzes, 331.33). 


994-996. Λέων Μελισσηνός μάγιστρος, ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ δομέστικος 
τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (17. 08. 986-?) 


A. ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 


36] 





994. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17211. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 13.5-22 (23 7) 3 mm. Half 
of an incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller than the dies. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.4a; Jordanov, Family Names, no.459. 


995. RHM-Shumen, no. 13635. Purchased from Nedjalko Mihalev from Shumen. Find-spot: Silistra. D.18-29 
(25) 3 mm. W. 5.51 g. About half of what was once a good imprint. It is not the other half of the former 
bulla. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, 26.45; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 460; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 267. 

No parallels known. | 

Although both copies have survived in halves, they have been imprinted with an identical couple of dies. 
Their comparison led to the following reconstructed text. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER. | HOITWCO) | 'ACONT. | AN.VII. |.. 
Κον. Inscription of six lines: 
.TPI | SAOME | CTIK’T@NC | XOA'THCAVC | TOME..CIN. 
-* K(ópue β[ο]ήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Λέοντ[ι] ἀν[θ]υπ[άτῳ πα]τρι[κ(ίῳ)] (καὶ) 
δομεστίκ(ῳ)] τῶν σχολ(ῶν) τῆς Δύσ(εως) το Με[λι]σιν[ῷ] 


Β. μάγιστρος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 


996. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 17093. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D.30-33 (25) 3 mm. Ὀ. 14.75 
σ. The imprint is not very successful. The last letters of the die are missing. The bulla is split and almost 
cut in half along the line of the channel. 

Ed. ΙΊοΡΠλΗΟΡ, IHpecaae, Νο 162; Jordanov, G. Names, 26.48; Jordanov, Family Names, πο. 461. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines preceded and followed by ornaments: 
- * - | *KVPI€ | ROH ΘΕΙ͂ΤΩ | COAOVA. | CONT. | - 4 - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by ornaments: 
-= - | MATIC | .PWSAWM’| ..-ONCXOA'T']..C' |l TOME |.ICH.Q | - + - 
Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ Λ]έοντ[ι] μαγίσ[τ]ρῳ (καὶ) δωμ(εστίκῳ) [τ]ῶν 
σχολ(ῶν) [τῆ]ς Δύσ(εως) τῷ Με[λ]ιση[ν]ῷ 


997-999. Νικηφόρος μάγιστρος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν (1000) 


997. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 15029. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 25-30 (7) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Parts of the dies remained out of the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cunucrpa, HI, Ne 14. 


998. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17574. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-25 (over 24) 
3 mm. W. 8.75 g. Incomplete imprint and bulla in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Mopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 163. 


999, Private collection. Find-spot: Northeastern Bulgaria. D.25-25 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Parts of the 
dies remained out of the blank. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, |I, no. 863; Auktion Kunker 25, 29.09.- 01.10.1993, no. 563 and unpublished in 
DO. 58. 106. 1403. 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on her 1. arm. Sigla: MP || OV. Circular inscription 
along a border of dots: -OKCROHOCITOCOA 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) + ΝΙΚΗ | DOP'MATIC | TPOKAIA .| MECTIK . | TONCXO| ... 
b)... |- OPM. ... |. GQKAIAO| . ECTIKQ)| . ONCXO | AWN 
c) - ΝΙΚ. |. OPMATI . |. OKAIA.|MECTIK.|. ..ΟΧΟΙ ... 
ἙθΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) Νικηφόρ(ῳ) μαγίστρῳ (kai) δομεστίκῳ 
τῶν σχολῶν . 


In my publications cited above, an attempt was made for identification of the owner 
of the seal affixed to his correspondence to Preslav and Dristra with Nikephoros Ouranos 
known from various sources. 

Recently, a bulla from the collection of Fogg A. M. no. 1576 was published, bearing 
also the sobriquet Οὐρανὸς in his capacity as μάγιστρος καὶ κρατοῦντες τῆς Ανατολῆ 
ς) (see McGeer, E. Tradition and Reality in the Taktika of Nikephoros Ouranos.- DOP, 45, 
1991, p. 139; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 99.11). Obviously, there is no need to 
reconsider the data from the seals, on which the sobriquet Ouranos 15 missing. 


1000. Λέων Περηνός μάγιστρος Καὶ δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως (third quarter, XI" c.) 


Preserved in Romania [MIRSR, 48/41]. Before that it was part of the Papahagi collection. Find-spot: Silistra. 
D. 25-25 mm. A badly preserved specimen covered with lead oxide. The lower end of the obverse 15 
heavily damaged or seems to have been retouched on the photograph. 

Ed. Barnea, Durostorum, no. 6; Barnea, L, Seibt, N. Byzantinische Bleisiegel aus Rumánien eine 
Nachlese zu Stücken mit Familiennamen, JÓB, 49, 1999, 92-93, no. 4; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 26.5. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion before her. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
Zacos, III, 1586 and 1706 
+ KEROH | OEIAEONT’| MATICTPO | KAIAOVK | ITAACHCA'C | TOIIEPH|-N'- 
+KEROH | ΘΕΙ͂ΛΕΟΝ ΙΜΑΠΟΤΡΩΙ . AIAOVK| .ACHC. . | . OIIEP .|]- .— 
+K(bpr)e βοήθει Λέοντ[τ(ι)] μαγίστρῳ [κ]αὶ δουκ(ὶ) [π]άσης [Δ(ύ)σ(εως) τ]ῷ 
Περ[ηνῷ] 


1001. Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης. μάγιστρος βέστης καὶ δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως (1060s- 
10705) 


Private collection (V. Pantaleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-25 mm, W. 19.00 g. Once a good 
imprint. Currently holed in the center, presumably used as a weight of a spindle. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 97 
Parallels: Fogg A. M. πο. 1300, see Nebitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 1.21. struck in the same 
boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
@-.. || M-H-TP’ : Ὁ ἄ(γιος) [Δη]μήτρίιος). 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
-.- | ATIEAH| MHTPIER’O’| NIKH®OPW | MAFICTPO) | RECT... KI | ΠΑ 
... AV| C€OTTORA | ΤΑΖΗ 
Ἔ Άγιε Δημητρίε β(οή)θ(ει) Νικηφόρῳ μαγίστρῳ βέστ(η) [καὶ) δου]κὶ πά[σης] 
Δύσεωί(ς) τῷ Βατά(τ)ζη 


1002-1012. Αλέξιος Κομνηνὸς σεβαστὸς καὶ μέγας δομέστικος (1078-1081) 


Α. 

1002. RHM-Stara Zagora, no. 10C3-3. Find-spot: the town. D. 23-25 (over 25) 5 mm. Perhaps once a good 
imprint, but now only partially preserved. The surface of the bulla is damaged. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Bepoe, Ne 1; Jordanov, Family Name, no.327. 


1003. RHM-Sliven, no. 3882. Found in the course of excavations in the fortress near the village of Zlati 
Voyvoda, square 25 A, on the slope under the citadel on August 14, 1992. D. 26-30(?) 4 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. 

Ed Jordanov, Family Name, no.328. 


1004. Private collection (Ivan lotov from Iambol). Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Melnitsa, Elkhovo 
region. D. 29-29 (25?) 3 mm. Good imprint and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed.Jordanov, Family Name, no.329. 


1005. Private collection (Valentin Zhekov from Novi Pazar). According to him, it was found in the course of 
excavations on Tsarevets (V. Turnovo). D.28-29 mm. 
Ed.Jordanov, Family Names, no.330. 
The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Α specimen struck in the same boulloterion was offered at the auctions: Münzenntrum, 74, 11- 
13.11. 1992, no 1231; Auktion Hirch (Munchen), 186, 10-12. 05.1995, no. 1638. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), |. hand resting on a round 
shield set on the ground. Vertical inscription: O-A-TT-O-C || A-H-MH-TP-IO' 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
-+ -| KEROHO | TOOCOAS8AQ | AACEIO CERA | CTOKAIMETA | 
AWAOMECTI | KOTOKO | MNHNO) 
*K(bpue βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾿Αλεξίῳ σεβαστῷ καὶ μεγάλῳ δομέστικῳ τῷ 
Κομνηνῷ 


Β. 

1006. Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, πο. 17242. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-27 (26) 4.1 
mm. W. 15.74 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /Tpecnae, Ne 164; Jordanov, Family Name, no.331. 


1007. Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, no. 24563. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 28-29 (27.5) 5 
mm. W. 23.60 g. Incomplete imprint, damaged during excavations. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /Ipecnae, Ne165; Jordanov, Family Name, no.332. 


1008. Private collection. Preserved in Academician Ivan Duichev's collection in Sofia. Find-spot: Stara Zagora 
region. D. 28-31 (26) 4.7 mm. W. 26 g. Low-quality imprint. There is 4-5 cm dislocation between the 
obv. and rev. 

Ed. ορηβηθβ, Απεκομᾶ ΚΟΜΗΜΗ, Ne 3; Jordanov, Family Name, no.333. 


1009. Archaeological Museum, Sofia. no. 45. Find-spot: the Aitos spa. D. 28-29 (26) 5 mm. W. 23.29 g. 
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Incomplete imprint. Either the boulloterion was out of order or the blank was not well centered in it, 
as a result the imprint on the obv. and rev. is slightly up-centered, leaving out parts of the depiction and 
inscription. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Απεκομῆ ΚΟΜΗΜΗ, Νο 4; Jordanov, Family Name, no.334. 


1010. Private collection (Ivan Iotov from Yambol). Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Melnitsa, Elkhovo 
region. D. 27-28(?) 4 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Name, no.335. 


1011. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 32-29 (26) 4 mm. W. 23.40 g. 
Dented by a strike with a sharp object. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Name, no.336. 


1012. Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1903. Find-spot: uncertain. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov 
from Burgas. D. 32-30 (28-29 ?) 5 mm. Once a complete imprint. Now a quarter cut most probably by 
the finder (a treasure hunter) with a detector and an adze ? 

Unpublished. 

The ten specimens were struck with different pairs of dies. 

Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 640, no. 5; Konstantopoulos, no. 496; Zacos, Seals, 1, no.2707; 
Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 935. 


‘Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), l. hand on a round shield, 


resting on the ground. Obv. St. Demetrios facing, represented as a warrior as above. 
The vertical inscription O ἅγιος Δημήτριος is of diverse letter combinations. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines preceded and followed by ornaments: 
*| CERACTON | HAHSAOMEC | ΤΙΚΟΝΝΙΑΛΕΞΙ | ONNVNTONKO | 
MNHNONAEI | ENV() 
1012.1... ... TON| .. .. AOMEC | TIKONMAAEEI | ONNVNTONKO | 
MNHNONACI | KNV 
--Σεβαστὸν ἤδη καὶ δομέστικον μέγαν Αλέξιον νῦν τὸν Κομνηνὸν δεικνύω 


The bullae of Alexios Komnenos in his capacity as a megas domestikos, prior to his 
becoming emperor, found in various settlements are further evidence for his active work in 
these lands, corroborated by the other narrative sources. 


1013. Αλέξιος Κωντοστεφάνος μέγας δοὺξ ? (XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. ). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-42 mm. A half broken in two of 
what was once a good imprint. Holed in the upper side probably suspended as an icon. The restoration 
offered below is on the basis of the preserved data with a modicum of imagination. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a standing figure of a military saint and the inscription: Ο-Α-ΓΕ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
μα TAC ss ses ΑΛΕΖΙδΙ..... VTE. ...).... OVAO |.. CTIK8 | -ο- 
[-Σφραγὶς] τὰς [γραφὰς] Αλεξίου] Κοντο]στε[φάνου µεγάλ]ου δο[με]στίκου 


With the uncertainty in the reading any commentary on the person of Alexios 
Kontostephanos will be superfluous. 
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1014. Φιλάρετος Βραχάμιος πρωτοσέβαστος καὶ δομέστικος Ἐῴας (?-1084) 


Private collection (G. Gulubov, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-27.5 (over 27) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
The relief of the letters is erased. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 31.1; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 127. "s 
Parallels: Seyrig, no. 192; Cheynet, Zacos, III, nos.124-126. The last three seals are imprinted with a 


different bulloterion. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on a shield 
placed on the ground. . 

idi ποτ, σος, | OICIIPOTON.. | RACTWN®I | AAPETON | 
RPAXAM : 
[Δομέστ]ικον Ἐφα[ς] ἀθλήτία) σκέποις πρωτον[σε]βαστων Φιλάρετον 
Βραχάμ(ην) 


1015-1016. Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσέβαστος καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης 
Δύσεως (1087-1105) 


1015. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 28682. Find-spot: Kazanluk, according to the available 
information. D. 19-33 mg. About half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names; no. 26.6a; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 325. 


1016. Private collection (Valentin Dimitrov from Haskovo). Find-spot: on the land of the village of λε 
Poliana, Haskovo region. D.34-35 mm. Well-centered and complete imprint but surface covered wit 
lead oxides. eer i 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 26.6b; Jordanov, Family Names, no. i 
Parallels; Schlumberger, Sig., p. 639, no 4; Konstantopoulos, no 337-338; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2709; 
Laurent, Corpus, ll, nos. 939-940; Barnea, RESEE, XXIILI, 1985, 29-32, no. 1; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, | nee 1.13 a-c; Lanz Auktion, 64, 07.06. 1993, no. 1040. As far as one can compare the illustrations 
of bese publications with our specimen, it belongs to a different boulloterion or another pair of dies. 


Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), Ι. hand resting on a round shield 
set on the ground. Inscription in two columns:....|| €-QP-TT-O-C 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
*K€R' | TWCWAOV..| AAPIANW...| ACTOOSM.... «Ωμ. | - 
+K(bpre β(οή)[θίει)] τῷ σῷ δού[λῳ] ᾿Αδριανῷ [(πρωτο)σεβ]αστῷ (καὶ) 


΄ 


u(e)y(GA@) [δομέστι]κῳ π[άσης Δύσεως τῷ Κομνηνῷ 


1017-1018.᾽ Ιωάννης σεβαστός καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς καὶ 
Δύσεως (first half, XII" c.) 


1017. Private possession. It was offered for purchase to the Archaeological Museum in Burgas and my ο. 
Karayotov sent me a cast. It was found in the vicinity ofthe village of Rouen, Burgas TERIO D. 38-40(3 
? mm. A magnificent imprint. Its upper part was holed and it was probably worn as an Icon. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 71. 
No exactly parallels 
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1018. RHM-Stara Zagora. Found during the 2006 archaeological excavations of the part of late Roman and 
medieval layers of Augusta Trayana -Beroe (modern Stara Zagora). D. 39-40 (32) mm. D. 23.00 g. 
Incomplete imprint. Only some parts of the dies printed. 

Ed. Munxosa, M. Hos ΟΠΟΒΘΗ neuar Ha Ďoan cepact n genk gomectux Ha Ἰήατοκα n Banana (XII Bex) 


orkput B bepoe.- Cmo 2odunu om poocóeuuemo na ὃ-ρ Bacua Xapananoe (1907-2007), Wymen, 2008, 
147-151. 


Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 942; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, nos. 99.8a-b. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r.hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription in two 
columns 9-A-H-MH || T-PI-OC 


. Κεν Inscription of seven lines: 


1017. IWCE | RATOCKAI | ΜΕΓΑΟΔΟΜΕ | ΦΙΚΟΟΠΑΟΗΟ | ANATOAHC | 
KAIAVCE | OC 


1018.+IWMCE | . ATOCKAI |. CTACAO | .. TIKOC|.. CHCANA | .OAHCKA . 
| AVCEOC 
Ἰω(άννης) σεβαστός καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς καὶ Δύσεως 


Ἰω(άννης) σε[β]αστός καὶ [μ]έγας δο[μέ]στικος [πά]σης ᾿Ανα[τ]ολῆς κα[ὶ] 
Δύσεος 


The discovery of the second seal in Stara Zagora (medieval Beroe) corroborates the 
assumption about the owner’s identification. The seals illustrate the activities of the Byzantine 
authorities and armies in this part of the country in the second quarter of the XIIth c. 


1019. Ἰωάννης σεβαστός καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς (first half, XII" c.) 


Private collection. A photo of it was sent to me by my colleague Valeri Yotov from the RHM-Dobrich on 
17" September 1996. According to him, the original was unusual and as if made from a white metal 


(argyrobull?). It was offered for purchase but a deal was never struck. Even if it is a copy of an original 
seal, it copies one unknown. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 7.2. 


Obv. A full-length figure of a saint without a nimbus or a ruler, caesar with ruler’s insignia 
(he has a diadem or caesar’s crown on his head and he is dressed in a divitision which 
is girded with a loros). In his right hand he holds an globus with a cross and supports 
his left hand on a long labarum. An inscription on the left has not survived but the one 
on the right is in vertical lines: ΘΕ-ΟΔ-ΡΟς- C. If the figure belonged to a saint, the 
left inscription would have been O-A-T-I-O-C. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

IQ). | .ATOCKA. ΙΜΕΓΑΟΔΟΜΕ | CIKOCTACC | A.ATOA. | ..ON 


[+] Ἰω(άννης) [σεβ]αστός κα[ὶ] μέγας δομέστ(ι]κος πάσ(η)ς ᾿Α[ν]ατολ[ικ]ὸν 


The inscription and the text are unusual. Often the letter [ seems to substitute T, 
sometimes II and perhaps T. The unusual image on the reverse left aside, I would accept that 
this is a seal of an ordinary sebastos and grand domestikos of the East whose seal was made 
in a provincial studio and perhaps refers to the one represented above. 
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1019Α.Αλέξιος Γίδος σεβαστὸς καὶ μέγας δομέστικος τῆς Δύσεως (end ο the XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna ). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-33 mm, W. 8.2 g. Half of what was 
once a good immprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 131. 
Parallels : Fogg A. M., no. 490, see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 944; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 
1.14. 


Obv. Part from the figure of St. George and vertical inscription: ...... || F€-WP-IT-O-C : 
[άγιος] Γεώργιος 

Κεν Inscription of seven lines: 
+| COPA... | MCI AA... | CWECA..... | Κ8:Γ..... | 38... |... [dn 
t Xópo[yic ] μεγάλ[ου Δύ]σεως δ[οµεστί]κου: Γ[ίδου σεβα]στοῦ [τῶν γραφῶν 
Αλεξίου] 


a) τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν 
1020. Μιχαήλ Κορδίλης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν (XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no.51. Find-spot: the town. D. 23.5-25 (18) 2.1 mm. Incomplete imprint, a well-preserved bulla 
despite a missing fragment. 
Ed. VWopaanob, Silistra , HI, Νο 13; Jordanov, F£ Names, no.362. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a book (τ. hand) and a martyr's cross (1. hand). 
Circular inscription along the circumference: *K€ .... OCITO)CO)A'. Inscription in 
two columns: 9-A-I-M || H-T-PP 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ MIXAH | AR'A'CIIAG'| STCTIOT'T'| CXOA'TOK | OPAVA? 
-Κ(ύρι)ε [βοή]θει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Μιχαὴλ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
τεποτ(ηρητῃ) τ(ῶν) σχολ(ῶν) το Κορδύλ(η) 


1021. Συνέσιος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
(third quarter, XI" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 28623. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-29 (26) 2 mm. It was once 
a good imprint but it has been cut in half during the excavations and a piece is missing. 
Ed. Vopnanos, ITpecnae, Ne 1670; Jordanov, G. Names, no.26.7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (τ. hand) and holding a cross (l. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: ©-I@-o || IWI-A-. Along border of dots a circular inscription: 
ἜΚΕΚΟΗΘ..... 

Κεν Inscription of six lines preceded and followed by decorations: 
| CVNEC | CIIAGAP'| KANA'STO | ΠΟΤΗΡΗΤΊ TONCXOA!| ..CAVC | -Χ — 
+K(ópı)e βοήθ[ει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Συνεσ(ίῳ) σπαθαρ(ο)κανδ(ιδάτῳ) (kai) 
τοποτηρητῇ τὸν σχολ(ῶν) [τῆ]ς Δύσε(ως) 
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b) ἄνθροπος τοῦ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 


1022. ApaCipip? πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος καὶ ἄνθροπος τοῦ κουροπαλάτου καὶ 
δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (1057-1067) 


Private collection (Pavlin Stoinov from Trojan). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 (9) 2-3 mm. The imprint is 
complete (with the exception of some peripheral letters) and it is well preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 26.8; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 208. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St.George standing, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand on a round shield resting on the 
ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: .-'€-(Q)P-TT-O' || O-ME . - CA-IIC- 
AA-T’ : [O &(ytog)] Γεώργιο(ς) ὁ μέ[γ(α)]ς ᾿Απελάτ(ης) [see Seibt, BZ, 98, 2005, 
S.131.26.8]. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines followed by an ornament: 

? +KER’O’| APAZIMHP | A’CITAO’VITAT | SANO'T8KS8. | IIAAAT'SAOM | 
CTHKOTHC | AVC€OC | 

ἜΚ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) Δραζιμηρ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (καὶ) àvO(porno) 
τοῦ κου[ρ(ο)]παλάτ(ου) (καὶ) δομεστήκο τῆς Δύσεος 


1023. Ῥωμανὸς f πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ὁ τοῦ 
δομεστίκος τῶν σχωλῶν (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 35. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-20 (19) 2 mm. W. 5. 15 g. Well-centered 
but weak imprint. The diameter of the blank was the same size or smaller than the dies, as a result of 
which some letters remained outside or are uncertain. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on |. arm. Sigla: MP || OV. Traces of a circular 
inscription containing the invocation. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines followed by an ornament: 
*POMA. | OR’A’CITAO’S | HITSBXPVCT | . KA’ ΟΤΕΔΊ T'CXO)A'" 
[--Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Ῥωμα[ν]ο β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ ἐ)πὶ 
τοῦ χρυσοτ[ρ(υ]κλί(νου) ὁ τοῦ δ(ομεστίκου τ(ῶν) σχωλ(ῶν) 


The last two lines are problematic. After the title P’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρυσοτρικλίνου, OTS is indistinctly inscribed. It could be read as the definite article ὁ 
τοῦ applying to the nephew of a certain A’| T'CXO)A, in this case, domestikos of scholai. 
Whether it is so has to be corroborated or ruled out by another better preserved specimen. 
Whether this nephew is also connected with the army is impossible to say. 


2. Στρατηλάτης 


It is an ordinary common term. Initially it was used for the translation of the Greek- 
Latin term magister militum, a title which gained currency in the VIth c. and became obsolete 
in the VIIIth-IXth centuries (Bury, System, 23-24; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 296). 
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With its new precise meaning it appeared in 970s, when John I Tzimiskes honored 
the then domestikos of the eastern Scholai Bardas Skleros with this title. Since that date, a 
tagmata called στρατηλάτης has begun to be encountered in the sources. 

Στρατηλάτης is presented in the taktikon of Escurial (975) and he ranks eight in 
the hierarchy (Oikonomides, Listes, S 263.27; p. 303). His prime assistant and deputy 
was τοποτηρητής τοῦ στρατηλάτου, who is also attested there (Oikonomides, Listes, S 
273.22). 

The XIth-century sources mention many stratelatai, who are very often specified: of the 
East or West, but one has a hard time to understand whether it is a chief of a definite tagmata 
(in the case with the sphragistic monuments the answer is absolutely positive) or a literary 
expression meaning commander in general. The last distinction made in the sources between 
a tagmata of the Scholai and of the stratelates respectively of the East and West was under 
Romanos IV(1067-1071). 

Presented below is a seal of John Opheomachos, vestarches and stratelates, without any 
specification of the East or West. A question poses itself: is the stratelates one person again 
or this case too does not concern a commander of a unit from the tagmata dispatched on a 
particular military expedition? 

Lit. Bury, System, 23-24; Ahrweiler, Rechercehs, p. 58; Guilland, Recherches, I, 385- 
392; Oikonomides, Listes, 332; Idem, Evolution, p. 143; ODB, 1965. 


a) στρατηλάτης 
1024. Ἰωάννης ᾿Οφεομάχος βεστάρχης καὶ στρατηλάτης (10605-10705) 


RHM-Yambol, no. If 6030. Found between the villages of Mlekarevo and Elenovo, Nova Zagora region, in 
1992. D. 17-17 mm. Whole specimen, but fragments missing. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Hoso3aropcko, c. 173, N 10; Jordanov, £ Names, no.533a. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KCR'O'| TWCOW.IMREC| .APXI 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.TPA | ..ATH | TWOOE. | .AXI 
Ἐκ(ύρυε β(οή) θίει) τῷ σῷ [δ(ούλῳ)] Ἰω(άννη) βεσ[τ]άρχι [(καὶ) 
σ]τρα[τηλ]άτη τῷ Ὀφε[ομ]άχι 


In his review W. Seibt proposes reading of the reverse as κουράτωρ τῶν κτημάτων 
instead of στρατηλάτης (see Seibt, BZ 101, 5. 822), which however I cannot see on our 
specimen. Hopefully another better preserved specimen appears as to provide greater 
certitude in the former or latter reading. 


b) στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 


1025. Βρυένιος Βατάτζης πατρίκιος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως (mid- 
XI" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 96. Discovered in 1926 by N. Rankov in a field 
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near the village of Yablanovo, municipality of Kotel, district of Sliven. Purchased for the 
sum of 10,000 levs. 

The boulloterion has the form of two-armed pliers whose flat arms end with two 
biconical thick shapes and are connected with a hinge bolt. They are 315 mm in length. The 
boulloterion weighs 2506 g. The operating jaws are arch-shaped and form two cyllindrical 
dies whose diameter at the lower end is 26 mm. One of them is reverse and since its top 
was struck with a hammer, this surface is flattened. It is 92 mm in height. The other one is 
obverse and took the strike which was softened by the lead blank put between the two dies. 
It is 68 mm high. 

D. of the die: 

Obv. Diameter of the whole field 26 mm and of the dotted circle 25 mm. Small parts have 
crumbled, probably during work with seals. 
Rev. Diameter of the whole field 26 mm and of the dotted circle 23 mm. 

Ed. ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ, H. Oruer na HymMu3maTuunna οτποΠ.- OBAH, 8, 1927, 1-8; Mouchmov, 
N Un nouveau bouliotirion byzantin.- Byzantion, 4, 1927 (1928), 189-190; Hopmanos. M., 
OWE ΒΕΠΗΤΟΚ 3a 6ΥπΠΟΤΗΡΜΟΗᾶ or ΑΡΧΕΟΠΟΓΗΠΕΟΚΗΣ My3el B Codna. - THM, 8, 1992, 387- 
393; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 89. 


A description of the image and text: EE 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
OKCR'O'| RPVENTIPII | VITAT'SCTP'| TIAAT'THC | AVC'TORA | TATG 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Βρυεν(ίῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (koi) στρ(α)τιλάτ(η) τῆς 
Δύσίεως) τῷ Βατάτζ(ῃ) 


1026. Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητής τοῦ στρατηλάτου (XI" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17012. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-23 (22) 2 mm. W. 
5.70 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. WopnanoB, IIpecaae, Ne 167. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint holding a spear (r. hand). Remains of a circular 
inscription: ..CR'O'T....... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by decorations: 
-X -| IQ). | .TLA@’S | T.TIOTPIT'| ..CTPAT’| .AT. |- X- 
[-Κ(ύρη]ε β(οή)θίει) τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Io[&v(vn) (πρωτο)σ]παθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
τ[ο]ποτ(η)ριτ(ῇ) [τοῦ] στρατ(η)[λ]άτ[ου] 


3. Δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων 


The commander of a corps form the tagmata, which was second in importance. He 
was first attested under this name in 765; the commander of this military unit instituted by 
Emperor Leo I (457-474) was previously called κόμης. 

In the taktikon of Escurial (975), the exkoubitoi, like the corps of the scholai, are divided 
not in two but three parts: the first under the command of δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων τῆς 
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᾿Ανατολῆς (Oikonomodes, Listes, S 265.16); the second of δοµέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων 
της Adoews (Oikonomodes, Listes, S 265.17); and the third which was stationed in the capital 
and whose commander was only called δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων (Oikonomodes, 
Listes, S 271.18). 

But it seems that this division was done some time before the taktikon of Escurial 
because, according to Kekaumenos, Nikoulitsa Delphinas was appointed domestikos ton 
exkoubiton in Hellas (δομέστικον τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Ἑλλάδος, see JInragpun, Kexaewen, 
280-281) by emperor Roman II (959-963). 

The seal of Michael Drimys presented below is evidence of a similar case in the XIth c. as 
well. 

Unlike the corps ofthe scholai, it seems that this separation lasted for only a short period 
of time, since the corps is again one and only in the XIth-century sources. This military unit 
must have disappeared already before 1082, since it is no longer found in the sources, and in 
1118 the hall of the exkoubiton in the Palace had already been occupied by the contingent of 
the Varangians. 

Lit. Bury, System, 57-60; Ahrweiler, Recherches, 29-30;Oikonomides, Listes, 330; 
Idem, Evolution, p. 143; Kühn, Armee, 93-95; ODB, 646-647. 


1027. Αδράλεστος πατρίκιος, δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων καὶ τῆς Ανατολῆς 
(Xth c.) 


Private collection (Sofia). Of unknown provenance but probably originates from northeastern Bulgaria. D. 23- 
23.5 mm. A good imprint and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 7.3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The field is divided by four diameters into eight equal parts decorated with dots. On the 
circumference two letters are inscribed in each part, forming the following inscription: 
KC€-RO-HO-CI-T(O).-C()-A8-A(). This decoration could be a combination of two 
crosses, a regular Greek cross and Saint Andrew's cross. 

Κον. Inscription of six lines: 
+AA PA. | IIATPIK'S | AOMECT’T’ | ΕΞΘΒΙΤΊ SANATO | A’ 

Κύριε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Αδρα[λ(έστῳ)] πατρικ(ίῳ) (καὶ) δομεστ(ίκῳ) 
τ(ῶν) ἐξκουβίτ(ων) (καὶ) ᾿Ανατολῆς 


The seal is generally dated according to its iconography (quite similar to the seals of 
Symeon magisros and logothetos tou dromou, see Mopaanos, [Tpecnae, Ne 128-129) and 
text to the last quarter of the X? century. 

The text of the seal points out that Adralestos was not only a domestikos of the eastern 
Exkoubitoi but also a domestikos of the East. No such combination of both offices is known 
from other sources. One may guess that the domestikos of the excoubitai sent to this part of 
the empire was also entrusted with the command of all military units dispatched to the East, 
i.e. he was supreme commander of the army forces found here during a particular military 
operation. 

On the earlier period of his career when he was ἐκ προσώπου of the strategos of the 
Thrace and Ioannopolis theme, see here no.1271. 


372 








1028. N., B’apmtoonabdpios καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων (X-XI c.). 


Archeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22118. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-27 (9) 3 mm. W. 7.10 
g. Incomplete imprint. The end of the dies did not print. The bulla is dented and folded. 
Ed. Wopnauos, IIpeczae, Ne 178. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription in 
two columns: @-NI -.. || A-AO- C. Remains of a circular inscription: ..RO.......QA.... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+.....| R'A'CIIAG'. | .OMECTH | .TONEE. | RIT..|-o- 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε] βο[ήθει τῷ σ]ῷ δ[ούλῳ .... β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [(Kat) 
δ]ομεστή[κ(ῳ)] τὸν ἐξ[κου]βίτ[ων] 


1029. Νικηφόρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐξκούβιτος (X-XI c.). 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-24 mm. Once a complete 
imprint, now broken into two parts. 
Ed. Vopnanos, ITpecaae, Ne 179. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand resting on shield set 
on the ground. Remains of a vertical inscription in two columns: 
(-Α-Γ-Η-. || Θ-ΕΟ-.-Ο-Ρ. No legible remains of a circular inscription: 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+N.KH | 60POR'A! | CIIA@’SE | ΞΟΥΒΗ | TO) 
[- K(ópuUe βο]ήθει [τ]ῷ σῷ δο[ύλῳ] Ν[]κηφόρο β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφ) (καὶ 
ἐξκουβήτῳ 


1030. Μιχαὴλ Δριμύς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητῆς τῶν ἐλαδικῶν, 
ἐξκουβίτων (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 93. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-20 (18) 3 mm. W.6.43 g. Incomplete imprint 
and badly preserved bulla. Its upper part is holed. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 27.1; Jordanov, Family Names, πο. 209. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-G€-O || ........ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
MIXAHA | .CIIAG'STO | ..T€P'T' TO. | ΕΛΑΔΙΚ’ ΕΞ | KBRITO)NO | APVMIC 
Μιχαήλ [(πρωτο)]σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) το[πο]τερ(ητὴς) τὸ[ν] ἐλαδικ(ῶν) 
ἐξκουβίτων ὁ Δρυμύς 


4. Δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων 
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A corps of the imperial guard created by Nikephoros I Genikos (802-811) in 809 as a 
private bodyguard of his son and co-emperor Stavrakios. Initially, it consisted of members of 
the noblest families only. During the campaign of Nikephoros I and Stavrakios in Bulgaria, 
the corps of Hikanatoi was completely destroyed. Its name was also attested in the later 
sources, thus giving us grounds to assume that it wasn’t already an ordinary corps, but a 
cavalry one from the tagmata. 

A commander of the corps was δοµέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων. He is presented in 
all taktika, including the Escurial one, along with his first assistant, the topoteretes (see 
Oikonomides, Listes, p. 332). In the XIth c., the importance of this corps and its commander 
decreased, for which reason its name was no longer to be found after the reign of Emperor 
Basil Π (976-1025). 

Lit. Bury, System, 63-64; Oikonomides, Listes, 332; Idem, Evolution, p. 143; Kühn, 
Armee, 116-119; OBD, 647. 


1031-1037. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος f πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως (975-?) 


All seven copies with the possible exception of no. 1037 were struck with the same pair of dies. 
Ed. opnanos. lIpecaae, Ne 168-174; Jordanov, F Names. no. 631-637. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
*ACO|R'A'CITAG'|.AOME€ | CTIK’ 
Κεν Inscription of five lines: 
+TONH | KANAT'| .AVCEO | .CAPA | KIN 
+Aéo(v) B (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) [(καὶ)] δομέστικ(ος) τον ἠκανάτ(ων) [(καὶ)] 
Δύσεοί(ς) ὁ Σαρακιν(όπουλος) 


1038. Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων (X c.). 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 18884. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 13-2] (20?) 2.5 mm. 
Half of what was once an incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Mopnanos, ITpecaae, Ne 166. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), l. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Remnants of a vertical inscription in two columns:..... || A-O-P' No 
legible remains of a circular inscription. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
$907. PR ad Ρας δν pA 
[--K(ópue βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Θ[εοδώ]ρῳ β](πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ)] (καὶ 
δο[μεστ]ίκ(ῳ) τ[ῶν ικ]α[νάτω(ν)] 


1039. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων (X c.). 
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Private collection. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D, 25-26 mm. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of 
preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Tpecaae, Ne 175. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Unclear image obliterated with corrosion. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
KQNCT | .A’CIIA@’S | .OM’T’TON | KANAT'| TOA...|- C - 
ia [βἼ(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) [δ]ομ(εστίκῳ) τὸν [κανάτ(ων) 
tA... 


1040-1041. Νικηφόρος Τζουράκης / Τζυράκης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος 
τῶν ἱκανάτων (X c.) 


1040. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 2391. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 22-23 (over 22 
)4 mm. W. 13.06 g. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Mopnanos, IIpecnae, Νο 176; Jordanov, F Names, no. 718. 


1041. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 11680. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 21-22 (over 
22) 2 mm. W. 8.45 g. Unsuccessful imprint. Dislocation between the two sides of the dies. The surface of 
the imprint is subsequently corroded. 

Ed. lVopnanos, ITpecnae, Ne 177; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 719. 
Both specimens were struck with the same pair of dies. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
.. ERO | OEITWC | ABA'NIKH | BOP’A’CTIA | OAP.. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
KAI | AOMECT. | KOTIKAN.| T'TONTZ. | - PAK’- 
[-K(opu]e βο[ή]θει τῷ σ(ῷ) δούλ(ῳ) Νικηφόρί(ῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρ[ίῳ] καὶ 
δομεστ[ί]κῳ (Ov) ἱκαν[ά]τ(ον) τὸν Τζ[ου]ράκ(η) 


5. Δρουγγάριος τῆς βῆγλης 


For information on the office whose judicial functions prevailed in the XIth c., see the 
part on jurisdiction. 


a) δρουγγάριος τῆς βῆγλης 

1042-1044. Κυριακὸς πατρίκιος καὶ δρουγγάριος τῆς βῆγλης (X-XI c.) 

1042. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 2397. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (21 ) 
3 mm. W. 9.15 g. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint. Only the letters in the center of the blank 
printed. 


Ed. Wopnanos, Πρεςπαε, Ne 180. 


1043. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17267. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 22-25 (21) 3 
mm. W. 9.20 g. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint as above. 
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Ed. Vopnanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 181. 


1044. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 13-25 mm. Fragment about a 
half of the whole specimen. 
Ed. Wopnanos, ITpecnae, Ne 182. 
The three specimens were struck with the same boulloterion. 
Parallels : Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 889 /A/ preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: _ 
-o-|+KERO | .OEIT. | (ABA. | ΚΥΡΙΑ. |-o- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΠΑΤΡΙ. | .APSIT.. | IOTH.. | ITAH | - o - 
ἘΕΚ(ύρι)ε βο[ή]θει τ[ῷ σ]ῷ δούλ[ῳ] Κυρια[κῷ] πατρι[κ(ίῳ) (Kkat)] δρουγγ[αρ]ίῳ 
τη[ς β]ϊγλη(ς) 


b) τοποτηρητῆς τοῦ ἀριθμοῦ 


In the earlier taktika, δρουγγάριος τοῦ ἀριθμοῦ or δρουγγάριος τῶν ἀριθμῶν are 
found in stead of δρουγγάριος τῆς βήγλης. As with the remaining corps of the tagmata, his 
first assistant was τοποτηρητὴς τοῦ ἀριθμοῦ (see Guilland, Rechershes, I, 564). They as 
well as hikanatoi are not found in sources after Vasil II’s reign (see Oikonomides, Evolution, 
p. 143) 


1045. Θεόδωρος Τζάντζης β)σπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρῆς τοῦ ἀριθμοῦ (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 21578. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-23 (20) 2 mm. 
W. 6.70 g. Low-quality imprint, well-centered but struck rather weakly in the boulloterion, as a result not 
all letters were printed out. 

Ed. Hopaanos, [pec.aase, Ne 183; Jordanov, E Names, no. 711. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-T-€ | .... 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
.KER’O’| OEWAOP)| .IIAG'ST | OTIPITI |. ONAPIOM' | TONTGAN| TCI 
[+]K(Spue β(οή)θίει) Θεωδόρ(ῳ) [β᾽σ]παθ(αρίῳ) (koi) τ(ο)[π]οτιριτι [τ]ὸν 
ἀριθμ(ὼν) τὸν Τζαντζῖ 


6. Δομέστικος τῶν νουμέρων 


It first appeared as an office in the IXth-century written sources. Regarding the purpose 
of this corps of guards, whose commander was the domestikos, there is a division of 
opinions among investigators: some accept that it is one of the corps composing the tagmata 
(Bury, System, 65-66; Ahrweiler, Recherches, p.25); others tend to relate their office with 
the guarding of the Palace, the fortress walls and mainly one of the prisons in the capital 
called τὰ Νουμέρα (Guilland, Les Noumera, 401-418). That is the reason, according to 
Oikonomides, for the absence in the sources of a single case of participation of this guard 
unit or of its domestikos in military operations outside the capital (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 
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337; ODB, 647). 

Their importance in the XIth c. decreased and already in the mid of the same century 
the name of δοµέστικος τῶν νουμέρων was not found in the sources (Oikonomides, 
Evolution, p. 143). 


1046. Μιχαὴλ. πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
νουμέρων (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17610. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-28 (22) 2 mm. W. 
6.15 g. Incomplete imprint. There is 5 mm displacement of the obv. in relation to the rev. 
Ed. Wopnauos, ITpecaae, Ne 184. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla : .. || OV. Traces ofa 
circular inscription:......... TOCOASA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots: 
.XAH. | A’CIIA@A. | .T8XSAO | €CTH..|. 8N8M . 
[+ Κ(ύρηε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Μι]χαἠ[λ](πρωτο)σπαθα(ρίῳ) [ἐπὶ] τοῦ 
χρ(υσοτρικλίνου) (καὶ) δομ[έ]στή[κῳ τ]οῦ νουμ(έ)[ρίων)] 


7. Δρουγγάριος τῶν πλοΐμων 


A chief of the Constantinopolitan fleet. He was attested as early as the VIIIth c., but 
first appeared in the rank lists toward the mid-IXth c. He was a supreme commander of the 
admiralty, for which he was called δρουγγάριος τῶν πλω(ο)ἴμων or δρουγγάριος τοῦ 
πλω(ο)ἴμων. 

Ca. 1085, when the thematic fleet was abolished and a united naval commanding body 
was created, the commander was granted the title μέγας δοὺξ τοῦ στόλου, which quite 
soon developed into μέγας δοὺξ. 

The imperial fleet secured the defense of the capital as its priority, but it also had a 
number of strategic bases through which it maintained control over the Adriatic sea, Sicily, 
[onian sea and other basins. It was a military force organized as the tagmata, upon which the 
Empire relied regarding threats from anywhere. 

κόμης τοῦ στόλου 

A chief of three or four dromones together with the military units in them, hence, a 
commander of a small squadron. Such naval military units were dispatched to the province 
in connection with various threads and they moored there until the danger was eliminated or 
pended their recall. 

Lit. Bury, System, 108-111; Brehier, /nstitutions, 404-412; Ahrweiler, La Mer, 62- 
63,69-71, 73-76,88-89, 97-107; Guilland, Recherches, I, 535-562; Oikonomides, Listes, 
p.340; Idem, Evolution, 146-147; ODB, 663-664. 


a) δρουγγάριος τοῦ πλοΐμων 


1047. Ἠλίας βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δρουγγάριος τοῦ πλοΐμων (second half, IX 
c.) 
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Archaeological Center, Develt, no.406. Found in the course of excavations of the kommerkia from the second 
period of its activity. D. 23-23 (18) 4 mm, 12.03 g. Once perhaps a good imprint, now deeply corroded. 
Ed. Ἠορπαμοβ, Jeserm Ne 50. 
Parallels: Further two specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (DO. 55.1. 1434) and ANS, coll. Mabbott no. 356 (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 954). 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps. Traces of a circular inscription between two borders of 
dots: + KER........QAOVA. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: : 
- +- |+ HAIAR'| A’. ΠΑΘ᾽.ΡΙ.. ΑΡ... AOIM | .VAM' 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β[οήθει τῷ σ]ῷ δούλ[ῳ] Ἠλίᾳ βἴπρωτο)σ[π]αθ(αρίῳ) [(καὶ 
δ]ρ[ουγ]αρ[ίῳ το]ῦ [π]λοΐμ(ου) [ἀ]μ(ὴν) 


The narrative sources from the second half of the [Xth ο. report a droungarios by that 
name: 

On September 25^ 867, the new Emperor Basil I (867-886) dispatched the droungarios 
Elias on the mission to restore Patriarch Ignatios on the throne (847-855 and 867-877, see 
Vita Ignatii, PG., 105.540B); 

Perhaps the same Ἠλίας β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δρουγγάριος τοῦ πλοΐμων is one of 
the correspondents of the former and future Patriarch Photios (858-867 and 877-886, see 
Photius, Epistule, nos. 16.1; 121.1; 127.1). 

Taking into consideration the iconography of the seal and the fact that δρουγγάριος 
τοῦ πλοΐμων holds the titles anthypatos and patrikios in the taktikon of Philotheos 
(Oikonomides, Listes, Ph 139.28), it is acceptable to date the above seal to 860s-870s and 
to identify its owner with Elias mentioned above. 


1048. Χριστοφόρος πατρίκιος καὶ δρουγγάριος τοῦ πλοΐμων (X c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: the region of Develt, along with other seals. I was sent information on the find 
and a copy of the text by Prof. I. Karayotov. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus (1. hand). Sigla at r. X-A. 
Remnants of a circular inscription: + ........ TOCA. 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
+ XPHC | TODOPO..| TPIK... | APOVIT | TTIAOIM 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) Χρηστοφόρο [πα]τρικ[ίῳ (καὶ)] 
δρουγγ(αρίῳ) τ(οῦ) πλοΐμ(ου) 


Despite the incomplete documentation, I have included this seal to complete the list of 
the titulars. 


1049. Λέων πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, βέστης καὶ δουγγάριος τῶν πλοΐμων (970s) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain (Preslav ?). D. 25-32 mm. Incomplete imprint with missing fields, thus 
rendering the reading of the text difficult. 
Unpublished. 
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Parallels: Another specimen seemingly struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Zacos 
unpublished collection, HI, no.998. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+KE.. | HOCITO ..| AOVAQ).. | ΟΝΤΙΠ. | .PIK.. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
| .AITIO | ....(0..CT. | ..APSTT AP | ...ΟΠΛΟ | ΜΩΝ 
* K(ópuUe [βο]ήθει το [σῷ] δούλῳ [Λέ]οντι π[ατ]ρικ[ίῳ πρ]απο[σίτ]ῳ [βέ]στ[ῃ 


n 


καὶ] δρουγγαρ[ίῳ τ]ῶ(ν) πλο[ί]μων 


The dating of the seal is generally to the last quarter of the Xth c. There is an individual 
known from that period bearing a similar title and position. _ 

It is the droungarios of the fleet Leo left to govern the capital Constantinople during the 
campaign of Emperor John I Tzimiskes in eastern Bulgaria. A plot of the Phokas family was 
discovered in the capital, with which Leo successfully coped. 

In Leo the Deacon, he is reported in his capacity as “Λέων πατρίκιος καὶ δουγγάριος 
τῶν πλοΐμων (see Diaconi, 147.5-6; Ππκοην, ο. 77; Leo the Deacon, p. 191), while, 
according to John Skylitzes, he is Λέων πρωτοβεστιάριος καὶ δουγγάριος τῶν πλοΐμων 
(Skylitzes, 295.7-8). It 1s assumed that he was at the head of the imperial army against the 
rebel Bardas Skleros and was captured in 977 at Rageas (Skylitzes, 321-322). Skylitzes 
perhaps updated the title βέστης οτ(πρωτο)βέστης to πρωτοβεστιάριος, and it is likewise 
possible that precisely the latter is inscribed on our seal. 

The lack of a family name and the positions and missions with which Leo was charged 
define him as a eunuch. Thus, it is quite reasonable that he should hold the titles πατρίκιος, 
πραιπόσιτος, βέστης inscribed on the present seal, as noted in the taktikon of Escurial 
(Oikonomides, Listes, S 263.16), whose contemporary Leo was. In this particular case, he 
held the effective position of droungarios ofthe fleet. It is not unlikely that his correspondence 
was received in the region of the Lower Danube, where the emperor stayed in connection 
with the above events. 


1050. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης καὶ δρουγγάριος τῶν πλωΐμων (third quarter, 
XIth c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 12340/2. Purchased from Alexander Boev from Silistra. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 7-15 (15) 
2.5 mm. W.1.83 g. Fragment smaller than the half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Yiopaauos, Cunuctpa, III, Ne 11; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 268. 
Parallels: Further three specimens struck in the same boulloterion are known in the literature: one from 
the former Schlumberger's collection, Sig., p. 339, currently in the Hermitage (M-8382); the second 
from the museum in Antiochos, no. 482 (strangely, not included in the latest publication of seals from 
this collection); and the third one from the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 55. 1. 1958). See Laurent, 
Corpus, Il, no. 967. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
ves |- EIJ ο έν 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
RE....| XH.....| ΓΑΡ....| ΠΛ... 
[-K(ópuUe βοήθ]ει [τῷ σῷ] δού[λῳ Κ]ων(σταντίνῳ) βε[στάρ]χη [(καὶ) 
δρουγ]γαρ[ίῳ τῶν] πλ[ωϊμ(ων)] 
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The publishers of the first specimen (Schlumberger, Sig., p. 339,no 2; ΠΠ8ΒΗΠΡΟΒΕΚΑΣ, 
Vicxycctso, Ne 750) proposed general dating to the XIth c. In the publication of the other 
two specimens, Laurent corroborated this dating, which is principally correct, but the data 
of the seal allow a more precise specification. The combination of the title vestarches and 
the position δρουγγάριος τῶν πλωΐμων, as well as the appearance of the seal point to a 
general dating to the third quarter of the XIth c. The terminus post quem should not exceed 
1085, when this position was replaced with δοὺξ τοῦ στόλου. 

There may have been various reasons for sending a correspondence from the chief of 
the Byzantine fleet to Dristra, most often due to the need of protecting this fortress from the 
nomadic invasions across the Danube. 


a) κόμης τοῦ στόλου 


1051. Ἰωάννης Προβατᾶς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κόμης τοῦ στόλου (XI c.) 


The old collection of the director of the college in Silistra, Papahagi. Find-spot: the town. D. 29-29 (?)3-4 mm. 
Incomplete imprint, since the diameter of the dies was larger than that of the blank. 
Ed. Papahagi, P. Sceaux de plomb byzantins inedits trouves a Silistrie.-RESEE, 8, 1931, 308-310; 
Banescu, Silistrie, no VI; Laurent Corpus, II, no 986; Jordanov, F. Names, no.591. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (r. hand) and holding an indeterminate object (1. 
hand) (due to obliteration of the bulla). No traces of an inscription visible. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
NS | COCWA. | IOCIIAG*K | AA'SKOMI | T’T8CTOA’| . (POR | - .TA - 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δ[ού(λῳ)] To(&vvq) σπαθ(αρο)κ(αν)δ(ι)δ(άτφ) 
(καὶ) κόμιτ(ι) τοῦ στόλ(ου) [1] Προβ[α]τᾷ 


1052. Κωνσταντῖνος κόμης τοῦ στόλου (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev, Charmanli) Find-spot: Silistra ?. D. 13-21.5 (20) 2 mm. Once a good 
imprint. Half is preserved. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a bust of St. Anastasios, holding a martyr’s cross. Vertical inscription: ... || N-A-C. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ἘΚΩ. | CTA... | KOM.. | TOV...| AO. 

*tKo[v]oxo[v1(i)v(og)] κόμ[ης] τοῦ [στό]λο[υ] 


The text of the seal is incomplete which renders the reading difficult. The above 
proposition is only one possible variant. 
G. Zacos Collection (Seals, II, no. 429 ) contains a seal of a certain Κωνσταντῖνος 
πρωτοσπαθάριος, δομέστικος τῆς ὑποργίας καὶ ἀκολούθος. 

Besides the identical homonym, the iconographic subject of the two groups of seals is 
also the same. That in its turn raises the question whether they did not belong to one and the 
same owner. 
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8. Δομέστικος τοῦ τείχους 


In the written sources we find this office under various names. It is first mentioned under 
the above name in the IXth c., but he also had his predecessors in the earlier periods. It is 
known that right after the construction of the so called “Long” or “Anastasios” Wall in the 
early VIth c., its commandant was also appointed there. | 

In the Xth c., δοµέστικος τοῦ τείχους was also in charge of the defense of the 
fortifications inside the capital. He watched over their safety and when needed took measures 
for their repair. He was also responsible for the prisons located inside them. 

After the mid-XIth c., it is no longer found as a term, but it retained its functions. 
One of them, the control over the prisons in the fortress walls, passed to the department of 
παπίας. 

Lit. Bury, System, 67-68;Guilland, Le comte de murs, 17-25; Oikonomides, Listes, 
p.337; Idem, Evolution, p. 143; ODB, 1140. 


1053-1054. Ῥωμανὸς β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τοῦ τείχους (X-XI c.) 


1053. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17625. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-22 ( 22 ) 
2.5 mm. W. 6.40 g. Incomplete imprint due to off-centering and a smaller blank. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 185. 


1054. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18426. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-27 ( 22) 
1.5 mm. W. 5.35 g. Incomplete imprint due to the loose boulloterion. The bulla itself is damaged. 
Ed. Vopaanos, Πρεοπαθ, Ne 186. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. On either side a fleuron up to the second horizontal 
arm. Traces of a circular inscription: ..... G'TOCOASA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
POMAN | A'CITAG'. | AOMEC. | T8THN. | - OV - 
[+ Κ(ύρυε βοή]θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳφ)]Ῥωμαν(ῷ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) {καὶ} 
δομεσ[τ(ίκῳ)] τοῦ την[έ]ου 


9, Δομέστικος τῶν βασιλικῶν 


1055. Κωνσταντῖνος Βεριώτης (7.)πρωτοσπαθάριος κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου 
καὶ δομέστικος τῶν βασιλικῶν (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15231. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 28.5- 
30 (23) 3.5 mm. W. 17.20 g. Well-centered on the obverse. The blank slipped in the boulloterion on the 
reverse and the imprint is made slightly off-center. Some letters are not preserved which renders the 
reading difficult. 

Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 269. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Saint Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-NI || K-OA’ 
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Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΝ A'|CITAO'KPH | T'TSIIIIT.. | SAOM'TON | R’OR.P 
Ἔ[Κ]ω(νσταντῖνος) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) κριτ(ῆς) (ἐπὶ) τοῦ ἱππ(ο)[δρ(όμου)] 
(καὶ) δομ(έστικος) τῶν β(ασιλικῶν ὁ Ε[ε]ρ(ιώτης) 


The office δομέστικος τῶν βασιλικῶν, according to Oikonomides, is connected with 
the command of special imperial troops (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 328). If the reading is 
correct, we are disturbed by the combination of the offices κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου and 
δομέστικος τῶν βασιλικῶν. There is another reservation: if the reading of the patronym 
is correct, there are known seals of Constantine Beriotes as a private person, which are dated 
to the late XIth c. (see Jordanov, Family Names, no. 113). Whether it concerns the same 
person is impossible to say. 


10. Κόμης τοῦ σταύλου 


A head of a department, which controlled the imperial stables and studs in Malagina. 
At war, he was responsible for the military escort providing it with horses and mules and 
exercising control over its staff. The office is high-ranking and honorific, as illustrated by the 
seals below, which was occupied after a long service in the provinces. 

In the XIth c., it lost its importance. Its last mention is in the taktikon of Escurial, but its 
functions were undoubtedly preserved and transferred to another department. 

Lit. Bury, System, p. 114; Guilland, Recherches, I, 469-477; Oikonomides, Listes, 
p.338-339; Idem, Evolution, p. 145; ODB, p. 1140. 


1056. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος πατρίκιος, κόμης τοῦ σταύλου καὶ 
πρωτοστράτωρ (970s-980s) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18061. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 25-27 (0) 2 mm. 
W. 6.15 g. Incomplete imprint. More than one third of the dies did not print. All this renders the reading 
difficult and uncertain. 

Ed. Hopaanos, IIpecnae, Ne 19; Jordanov, F Names, no. 638. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription in five lines: 
T | .ATPIK. |. CKOMH. | TOVCT. | AOV 
Rev. Inscription in five lines: 
T | ...PAT. | ...OCAP | .INOIIO. | AOC 
[*A£ov π]ατρίκ[ιο]ς κόμη[ς] τοῦ στ(α)[ύ]λου [(καὶ) πρωτοστ]ράτ[ωρος] o 
Σαρ(α)[κ]υνόπο[υ]λος 


1057.Ἰσαάκιος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κόμης τοῦ σταύλου (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 2390. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 20-20 (207) 3 mm. W. 
8.15 g. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint due to the smaller blank. 
Ed. Mopaauos, /Tpecaae, Νο 192. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
KERO |. ΘΕΙΤΩ | COASA | QOHCAK | IM 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ANO. | TIAT’TIAT. | K'SKOM. | TIT8CTA | .OV- 
[+]K(dpue βο[ή]θει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἠσακίκῳ ἀνθ[υ]πάτ(ῳ) πατ[ρ(υ)]κ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
κόμ[ι]τι τοῦ στα(ύ)λ]ου 


1058. Ἰωάννης κλιρικὸς καὶ ἐπείκτης (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14752. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 14-15 
(14) 3 mm. W. 3.98 g. Well-centered and well-preserved imprint. Nevertheless the reverse is slightly 
moved and some letters remained outside the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 252. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Along border of dots circular inscription: 
+KEROHO’TWCWA’ 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
IWAN. | KAIPIK. |KCITIK | TOV 
+ K(ópue βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Ἰωάν[ν(ῃ)] κλιρικ[ῷ] klai) ἐπ(ε)ικτοῦ 


The seal belonged to ὁ ἐπείκτης, one of the subordinates of κόμης τοῦ σταύλου (on 
his position, see Guilland, Recherches, I, p.469; Oikonomides, Listes, p.339. 


11. Κόμης τῆς κόρτης 


He is earliest attested in the taktikon of Uspenskij (842-843) and was affiliated to the 
respective tagmata or theme. He was in charge of the accommodation of the domestikos 
or strategos and of his links with the remaining commanders during campaigns. There are 
known titulars, mainly on sphragistic monuments, whose office was not connected with a 
particular administrative unit or military corps. They were presumably in service with the 
emperor. They were in charge of his accommodation during the campaign, they got in touch 
with κόμης τῆς κόρτης of the rest of the themes and corps for the building of the emperor’s 
tent and its links with the other tents. 

These were real quartermasters during military expeditions. The office is not attested in 
the taktikon of Escurial. Komites tes kortes appear in the list of provincial functionaries from 
995. The last references to komites tes kortes are in the beginning of XIIth c. 

Lit. Schlumberger, Sig., p. 331; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 341, n. 308; ODB, 1139. 


1059. Εὐγένιος κόμης τῆς κόρτης (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Blagoevgrad, no.40. Found in the course of excavations in the southeastern corner on the floor of 
the Samuil Fortress on August 6 1979. D. 23-25 (?) 4.5 mm. Weak imprint, covered with thick white 
incrustation, which renders the reading difficult. 

Unpublished. 








No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons rising to the second arm. Circular inscription along a 
border of dots: + KEROH..... DAOVAW 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-VTE | NIQKO | MIT’KOP | TIC 
ἜΚ(ύρηε βοή[θει τῷ σ]ῷ δούλῳ [Ε]ὐγενίῳ κόμιτ(ι) τ(ῆς) κόρτις 


12. Ταξιάρχης 


A part from the main corps of the tagmata presented here, some smaller military 
units in the Byzantine army are also known, whose military commanders had relative 
independence. 

One of them was ταξιάρχος or ταξιάρχης, a commander οξταξιαρχία. 

It 1s a contingent of a thousand foot soldiers, out of which five hundred armed with lances, 
two hundred armed with spears and three hundred with bows. 

At war, the taxiarches was subordinate to the commander in chief of the foot, the 
hoplitarches, and at peace, to the local strategos or katepano, where his unit garrisoned. 

This military commander first appeared in the sources (inscriptions and seals) under 
Nikephoros II (963-969), and in the rank lists, in the taktikon of Escurial (975) at the earliest, 
where the taxiarchoi occupy the last humble place. 

Most investigators tend to accept that the main contingent of soldiers forming the 
respective taxiarchia were Armenians, Russians or other barbarians, i.e. non-Romans, armed 
mainly with metal spears, who most often garrisoned in frontier regions. That is evidenced 
by the Bulgarian finds. Almost all bullae of taxiarchoi were found in the region of Dristra 
and Preslav, i.e. near the frontier of the Byzantine West - the river Danube. 

Lit. Κγπηκοβεκμῆ, IO. Bu3santTuiicxui Π8ΤΕΡΕ konuya X B.-BBp., 10, 1903, 64-65; 
BaapneuGepr, B. Ταξιάρχης.-ΒΒΡ., 24, 1926, 134-137; μταβρμη, Kexaemen, 433- 
435; Falkenhausen, Untersuchungen, 115-116; Oikonomides, Listes, 335-336; Dennis, 
Treatises, p. 255, n.l, ODB, 2018. 


1060-1061. Βραχάμιος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 


1060. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 16640. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-18 (over 
18) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint in a superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Ιορπαμοβ, /Tpecnae, Ne 187. 


1061. Private collection. Find-spot: perhaps it “leaked out” from Preslav. D. 17-20 mm. Incomplete but well- 
preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

. KER’. |. WCWA8 | 'RPAXA| MHO J|- = - 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

JIAO. | PKANAA’| STAZI| ΑΡΧΗ | - o- 
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[-]K(ópU]e β(οή)[θ(ει) 1]6 σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Βραχαμήῳ [σ]παθ[α]ρ(ο)κανδ(ι)δάτῳ) 
(καὶ) ταξιάρχη 


1062. Γεώργιος ταξιάρχος (XI c.) 


Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-27 (?) ? mm. Superb imprint on the obv.; 
part of the rev. is obliterated. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Ο-Γ-Ε || ..... | 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o- | FKKC€R'G'| EWPIT’ ..ZIAP | XQ) 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) [Γ]εωργ(ίῳ) [τα]ξάρχῳ 





1063-1064. Ἐλπίδιος Βραχάμιος ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 


1063. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24564. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-23 (20) 
1.5-5 mm. W. 11.50 g. Unsuccessful imprint. The blank was "bitten" in the boulloterion and has different 
thickness of 1.5-5 mm. The bulla itself was subsequently cut off into a rectangular shape. 

Ed. Mopnanos, Ilpecnae, Ne 188; Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no.123. 


1064. RHM-Shumen, no. 14837. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
22-25 mm. W. 11.50 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no.124; Jordanov, Zhekova, no.270. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Q-A- . || M-I-TP': Ὁ ἅ(γιος) Δ[η]μήτρίιος) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
EA | TTHA’TA | ΞΙΑΡΧ | ORPAX. | MHO’ 
Ἐλπήδίιος) ταξιάρχ(ης) ὁ Βραχ[ά]μποίς) 


1065-1066. Θεόδωριος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ταξιάρχης (last quarter, Xth c.) 


1065. Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 22-24 (18) 2.1 mm. Incomplete 
imprint, but specimen in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


1066. RHM-Russe. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Rjahovo, disc. Russe. D. 12-12 mm. Half of 
what was once a good imprint . 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a martyr's cross (r. hand). Traces of a vertical inscription: 
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«||. -A-PO-. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- + -|O€OA. |. ΠΑΘΑ.|.ΚΑΝΔΔ᾽ | ZIA. | - X°- 
ἜθΘεόδ(ω)[ρ(ιος) σ]παθα[ρο]κανδ(ι)δ(ᾶτος) [(καὶ) τα]ξιά[ρ]χ(ης) 


Theodore spatharokandidatos and taxiarches sent his correspondence to individuals 
sojourning in Silistra and in the fortress near the village of Rjahovo, Ruse region. These 
were perhaps also military men with whom he coordinated his operations. 


1067. Ἰωάννης ταξιάρχος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv. Found during excavations in the town in 1988. D. 26-27 (22) 3.1 mm. The 
letters on the rev. are indistinct, some traces seem to be visible after the last line, but it is not clear whether 
they are from this seal or another. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Unclear image ofa bishop saint, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Unclear 
traces of a vertical inscription. 

Rey. Inscription of three lines: 
ΗΩΙΤΞΙΑΡ | XOC 
Ἰω(άννης) τ(α)ξιάρχος 


1068. Ἰωσὴφ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Pliska, πο. 96. Found in the course of excavations of the Little Palace, sector North, 
square 20, at a depth of 0.20 m in 1982. D. 23-24 (18) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. The dies printed only 
on the channel swelling, thus rendering the restoration uncertain. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-.- | IQ | CH.. | .KAN.. | .EIA.. | CHIL] 1... 


[*]Io[cn]ó σπ[αθ(αρο]καν[δ(ι)δ(ἄτος) (καὶ) τα]ξιά[ρχ(ης) ὁ ..... 


1069. Κούρτος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain place in northeastern Bulgaria (Silistra or Preslav). D. 25-27 mm. 
Superb imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Bust of the Virgin with both hands open before her. Sigla: MP | OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ K8P| TOA'CIIA | O’STAEI | APXI 
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Κούρτο (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) ταξιάρχι 


᾽ Obviously, this is a case of a foreigner admitted to service in Byzantium. The name is 
᾽ Turkish. It is connected with the Bulgarian state as well. The name of one of the first Bulgarian 
: rulers in The Name List of the Bulgarian Khans is Kurt. The tarkhan of Kutmichevitsa from 
the Life of:$t. Clement of Ohrid bears the same name, but it was common not only among 
the proto-Bulgarians. It is attested among the other Turkish people as well (see Moravscik, 
Byzturcica, Il, 5.169). 

ο The appointment of Kurtos as taxiarches is quite reasonable: a commander of non- 
man freelances who most often garrisoned in frontier regions. The dating of the seal 
s generally to the Xth-XIth centuries, when various peoples including Turks (Magyars, 
Pechenegs and.others) served in the Empire in their capacity as freelances. 


2 
1 
1 








1070-1072. Λέων Πεδιάσιµος ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 


1070. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Formerly in the collection of Dinko Tanev from 
Stara Zagora. Find-spot: presumably southern Bulgaria. D. 25-27 (21) 3 mm. W. 10.20 g. Weak imprint, 
double struck slantwise. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 560; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 271. 


1071. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-21 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 561. 


1072. RHM-Shumen, no. 15449. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Silistra. 
D. 28-30 (21 ?) 2 mm. W. 10.08 g. Big flat blank, incomplete imprint in a poor sate of preservation. 
Unpublished 
It is difficult to be absolutely certain whether the three specimens were struck in one and the same 
boulloterion, since they are deformed and incomplete. 


Obv. Bust of St. George facing, holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-I-€-.|| -H-OC 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a. + ΛΕΟΝ |. AEHAPX | OIICAH . | CHMOC 
Dan dez aea |... HAPX|. IICAH .| . HMOC 
c. ... QN|.. EHAPX| . IICAHA| .. MOC 
+ Λέον [τ]αξηάρχ(ης) ὁ Πεδηάσημος 


E 
:| 
| 







The most characteristic of the paleography is the writing of M= [π| in the last line. 


ο ο ο... 


1073. Μιχαὴλ Αλυάτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.22936. Find-spot: the strategia of Preslav. D. 17-19 (17) 3 mm,W.4.80 g. 
Incomplete imprint. Only the letters on the channel swelling printed. 
Ed. Mopnanos, Iipecnae, Ne 190; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 28. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
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ΚΕΕΟΙ.Θ’ WC’ | .8A..| .AH. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΟΠΑΘΊ.ΤΑΞ | PX'T. | AIA. 
[*]K(ópus βο[ή]θίει) [τ]ῷ σ(ῷ) [δ]ούλ(ῳ) [Μιχ]αϊ[λ (πρωτο)]σπαθ(αρίῳ) 
[(καὶ] ταξ[ιά]ρχ(ῃ) τ[ῷ Α]λιά[τ(η)] 


1074. Μιχαήλ Φυτιανός β᾽πρωτο/σπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 27-27(18)3.2 mm. Incomplete imprint, 
which renders the reading of the text difficult. The problems concern Michael’s title and homonym. The 
completion above is only one possible variant. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 738. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore Stratelates holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: Θ-ΘΕ-ΟΔ-()-Ρ’ || Ο-ς.-...:Ὁ ἄ(γιος) Θεόδωρος ὁ 
Σ[τρατηλάτης]. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: l 
*K€R'O'| MIXAHA | .CIIAOAP'| .AEHAPX'| . (ODYTH | -ANO - 

ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Μιχαὴλ. [ B^] or [(πρωτο)]σπαθαρ(ίῳ) [(καὶ) τ]αξιάρχ(η) 
[τ]ῷ Φυτιάνο 


1075. Ῥωμανὸς β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from E Find-spot: the stronghold “Blesna (Belismos)" near the present 
Dimitrovgrad. D. 23-26(19-20) 2.2 mm. W. 5.38 g. Well-centered, but incomplete imprint due to the thin 
blank which folded in the boulloterion. 

Ed. Jordanov, Blesna, no. 15. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. In center, a monogram consisting of the letters P-M-() = Ῥωμ(ανῷ) and placed within 
a frame of four pearls. At either side in the filed, a five-pointed star. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ἘΚ ΑἸ ΠΔΘΑΡ | IOSTZ. | APX. 
ἜΡωμ(ανῷ) βἴπρωτο)[σ]παθαρίῳ (καὶ) τ(α)ξ[ι]άρχ[π 


1076. N., Δηποταμίτης σπαθάριος καὶ ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14229. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Comes from northeastern 
Bulgaria (Preslav or Silistra). D. 20-23 (?) 2-3 mm. W. 7.96 g. A badly damaged specimen with portions 
chipped. The obverse is completely obliterated. The text of the reverse is badly damaged. The letters are 
discernible when magnified many times. 

Ed. Vopnanos, IIpeczae, Νο 544; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 166. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Completely obliterated surface. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
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d | O..... ΟΠΑΘΑΡ | .TAZIA | P'TSAH | NOTAM 
ος σπαθαρ(ίῳ) [(καὶ)] ταξιάρ(χῃ) τοῦ Δηποταμ(ίτη) 


1077. N., Κατακαλὼν ταξιάρχης (XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, presumably northeastern Bulgaria (Preslav or Silistra). D.23-23 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. The first two or three lines are missing, which renders the reading insecure. 
Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 

2 ΙΤΑΞΙΑΡ | XBATA | KAAN 

ind ταξιάρχου Κατακαλ(ώ)ν 


1078. Ν., Στραβοτριχάρης ταδιάρχης (XI c.) 


1078. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22119. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-20 (20 2) 
3 mm. W. 6.95 g. Incomplete imprint, since the blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. The first line 
of the inscription was not printed. 

Ed. Vopnanos, ITpeczae, Ne 189; Jordanov, F. Names, πο. 671. 
No parallels known. 


1078A. A second specimen from a different boulloterion which was struck over a bulla of Melias strategos of 
Preslavitsa (for him, see here no. 1422) was found during excavations in Preslav. 
Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 298/ 08.08. 2007. Found in the course of excavations of the 
Palace Church site, square 162/123-133. on the ground. D. 26.5-26.5 (22) 4 mm. Once a complete and 
well-centered imprint. Understruck. Here are the descriptions of the over- and understrikes. 


Overstrike: 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas wearing prelate's attire, blessing with his r. hand and holding 
the Gospel in his |. hand. Vertical inscription at r.: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο || . The name should 
be inscribed at |. but the preserved letters there are form a different strike. Circular 
inscription beginning at 5 o'clock containing the invocation: + KEROH........ 

Rev. The first two lines of the inscription were not preserved: 
dun Se | ae anne .|..ZAPX |. CTPARW | TPHXAP' 


EELS eee ος τα]ζ(ὐάρχ(ης) [ὁ] Στραβωτρηχάρίης) 


Understrike: 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book s (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
-A-FI-O' || .-I-KO-A-A'. Preserved from the circular inscription containing the 


invocation of the second specimen: + KEROH .. 
Rev: Inscription of five lines: 
0. |. AK'TAE.| APXOCTPA | ROTPH | XAPIC 
C ON DPI . |.. ZAPX |. CTPARO | TPHXAP' 
[Baci ος / [Θεοφυλ]άκ(ιος) ταζ[ι]άρχ(ης) ὁ Στραβοτριχάρης 
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Unfortunately the second specimen is incomplete and does not settle the question of 
the owner’s proper name, but at least provides an outline. The taxiarches N. Strabotrechares 
must have occupied this position for a fairly long period of time, since he changed two 
boulloteria or two pairs of dies, and he maintained correspondence with Preslav throughout 


this period, possibly with Melias, the strategos of the city. 


13 Ταγματοφύλαξ 


The position ταγματοφύλαζ is unknown from the written sources and refers to a 
lower-ranking officer in the tagma under the command of the domestikos. 


1079. Θεοφάνης Αργυρὸς ταγματοφύλαξ καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


Private collection. Found on the land of the village of Gornoslav, Asenovgrad region. D. 17-19 (13) 3 mm, 7.15 
g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 52. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OEO | DANHC | TATMAT | ΦΥΛΑΞ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
SXAP| TSAAP | OCOAP | PVPO T 
+ Θεοφάνης ταγματ(ο)φύλας (καὶ) χαρτουλάρ(ι]ος ὁ Apyvpoc 


1080. Θεόδωρος N., ταγματοφύλαζ καὶ τοποτηρητῆς (X-XI c.) | 


mented on 19” January 2004. Find-spot: Ratsiaria. D. 20-20.5 (197) 4 


ivate collection (from Pernik). Docu 
m : servation. Worn surface which renders 


mm. Well-centered but incomplete imprint in a poor state of pre 
the reading insecure. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (l. hand). Remains of an 
inscription in two columns: Φ-Θς-ο || Δ-(9-Ρ΄ 


Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ KCR'O'| ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟ | ΤΑΓΜΑΤΟΦ IAAKISTIIO | ΤΗΡΗΤΗΤΩ |. ΟΤΕΙ. | 


-N.- os 
+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδώρο ταγματοφυλάκι (καὶ) τ(ο)ποτηρητῃ τῷ 
[Φ]οτει[α]νῷ 


νά OEE DIALED 


The family name is problematic. A lead seal of Demetrios Photianos is preserved in 
the Hermitage collection (M 2544) (see Ilanuenxo, /7PAHK, 13, Ne 308; Illauiposckas, 
Tlonpasxu, c. 113, Ne 308). We cannot be sure whether it refers to the same family. It is an 
interesting fact that seals containing a position unknown to date among the other Bulgarian 


seals is preserved in a small private collection. 
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14. Μονοστρατηγὸς 


Until the mid-Xth c., the operational commanding was entrusted to the most senior of 
the respective commanders of corps, the domestikos of the scholai being most often favored 
among them. However, the army could also be led during some military campaigns by high- 
ranking officers who enjoyed the emperor's confidence and who received imperial mandate. 
The honor of enjoying the emperor's confidence was accompanied with the imposing title 
μονοστρατηγὸς or στρατηγὸς-αὐτοκράτωρ. 

They were not presented in the taktika, since they were provisional, but on the other 
hand, the honored ones had other titles and offices high enough to ensure them a due place 
in the rank lists. 

In the XIth c., a tendency has been observed for ‘institutionalizing’ of these types of 
commanding, which were formerly extraordinary. 

Lit. 3narapexu, Ucropua, II, 2, 7-9; Guilland, Recherches, I, 380-385; Ahrweiler, 
Recherches, p.57; Oikonomides, Listes, p.344; Idem, Evolution, 143-144. 


1081-1082. Μιχαὴλ μονοστρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


1081. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 22936. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-26 (23 ) 
3 mm. W. 12.85 g. Complete, but poorly preserved imprint. Chipped in its upper part, deeply corroded. 
Covered with lead oxides. 

Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 193. 


1082. Archaeological Museum, Nesebar, no.1784. Find-spot: the village of Sveti Vlas near Robinson restaurant 
on 16" April 2002. D. 28-29 (23 ) 3 mm. W. 1140 g. Complete but weak imprint. Covered with white 
patina. 

Unpublished. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: Θ-Γ-Ε || Q.-P-I" 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a. .. . .. | TOCOAS'| MIXAHAA'| CTPATH | - TO - 
b. +KER’O’| TOOCOAS'| ΜΙΧΑΗΛΑΊ CTPATH | -TO - 
- K(ópuÜe β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Μιχαὴλ (πρωτο)στρατηγο 


The second better preserved specimen solves the dilemma about the final letter 
in the third line which is certainly A’=apwto, thus Michael's position must have been 
πρωτοστρατηγὸς. It is unknown from narrative sources. So we must refer back to the 
assumption already made that it is μονοστρατηγὸς, a commander of the army and not 
simply a strategos. For the attempt to be identified with a particular military commander 
from the chronicles, see no. 1083 below. 


15.Ακολούθος 
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In the [Xth-Xth centuries the akolouthos was the first assistant of the droungarios tes 
viglas. The position existed in the corps of the schools as proximos and in the corps of the 
exkoubitoi as protomandator. He is mentioned in connection with the foreign mercenaries 
in the corps of the arithmoi (Oikonomides Listes, p. 331). He is also mentioned in the book 
of the ceremonies along with his titular the droungarios tes viglas. He escorts high-ranking 
dignitaries during their reception in the Great Palace. 

In the XIth c. the akolouthos obtained functions of an independent high-ranking officer 
in command of the palace guards of foreign mercenaries in connection with the transformation 
of the droungarios tes viglas from a military man into a judge. 

He retained his name and functions in the subsequent centuries. He was a palace official 
occupying 51* place in the hierarchy under the dynasty of the Palaiologoi. He and his troops 
preceded the emperor during campaigns and entered in battles along with him. In addition 
to his military functions, diplomatic missions were also often entrusted to him (Guilland, 
Recherches, 1, 522-524). 


1083. Μιχαήλ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος.... ἀκολούθος καὶ ἄνθροπος τοῦ 
κρατεοῦ καὶ αγίου ἡμῶν βασιλέως (mid of the XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Nesebar, no. 1913. Found in Pomorie (ancient Anchialo) by Ivan Grozev Grozev 
from Burgas, Izgrev housing estate, bl. 41A, entr. 2, ap. 3. D. 22.5-25 (over 24 ) 3 mm. W. 10.24 g. 
Incomplete imprint, dented probably by a sharp object. Effaced, damaged letters. All that renders the 
reading uncertain. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five or six lines: 
.. EROI TOCQA .| ΜΙΧΑ. | ANOVII. . | ΠΡΙ͂ΚΕ. |... 

Rev. Inscription of five or six lines: 
..HO.. |. KOA8O ..|. AANOTKPA | TESSATS8H. | RACIAE | . 
[-Κ(ύρι)]ε β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δ[ού(λῳ)] Μιχα[ὴλ] ἀνθυπ[άτ(ῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) 
κὲ.... ἀ]κολούθ[ῳ (καὶ)] ἀν(θρ)ό(που) τ(οῦ) κρατεοῦ (καὶ) ᾽αγίί)ου ἡ[μ(ῶν)] 
βασιλέ(ως) 


The overall reading of the text is impossible due to damage of the specimen. However, 
certain assumptions could be made because of the valuable information the seal offers. 

The owner of the seal must have been a certain Michael anthypatos, patrikios, akolouthos 
and anthropos of the holy emperor. Taking into consideration the abbreviation ΠΡΙ the seal 
must be dated after 1050s. 

An akolouthos from this time and by this name was attested in connection with the war 
against the Pechengs. 

The name of Michael, patrikios and akolouthos, was first attested in 1050. After a 
succession of Roman defeats in the war against the Pechenegs in 1050 the emperor 
summoned the foreign mercenaries (Franks, Varangians and others), appointed patrikios 
Nikephoros Bryennios as their commander and dispatched them to Adrianoupolis to guard 
the settlements against the Pecheneg raids. The supreme leader of the whole army patrikios 
Michael akolouthos was also sent there (Μιχαὴλ. πατρίκιος ὁ ᾿Ακολούθος, see Scylitzes, 
472.40-41) with the order not to engage the army in a large-scale battle but only to block 
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and repulse attacks. When he joined Bryennios, he (Michael) began his active operations. 
First, he came upon a Pecheneg unit in Goloes, routed and eliminated it. Then he met 
another detached company of Pechenegs at Toplitsos (a fortress at Evros) and destroyed it 


whereupon the Pechenegs stopped plundering the settlements in the foothills of the Haemus 


and directed their entire zeal towards Macedonia. It was precisely in Macedonia near the town 
of Hariopolis that Bryennios and Michael ambushed the Pechenegs, took them by surprise 
in their camp during the night and killed them all. As Skylitzes concludes this misfortune 
stopped and frightened the Pechenegs. So in the fourth and fifth indictions they no longer 
raided with impunity as before, but sparingly (Skylitzes, 472-473). 

Meanwhile Michael remained active. The Seijuk invasion began in 1052 in Asia Minor. 
They plundered and destroyed everything on their way. They captured Karse and invaded 
Iberia. Michael Akolouthos was dispatched against them at the head of the troops of Franks 
and Varangians. His arrival there awed the sultan of the Seljuks and they retreated (Skylitzes, 
474-475). 

In 1053 the Pechenegs were again on the agenda. After the above successful military 
actions in 1053 the emperor was encouraged and assembled troops from all parts, east and 
west, confiding them to patrikios Michael akolouthos. He also ordered Basil the Synkellos 
to take command of the Bulgarian forces and sent them both out against the Pechenegs. 
When they heard of this they erected a palisade near Great Preslav fortified with a deep moat 
and stockades. When the Romans arrived they enclosed themselves inside and withstood 
the ensuing siege. Since the Romans were wasting their time achieving nothing worthy of 
note, also that they were running short of the necessities of life, they held a conference to 
consider what they should do. They decided to return home so at midnight in silence as 
they were ordered they opened the gates and abandoned the camp. This did not escape the 
notice of Tyrach who learning about their attempt to get away led an enormous host out of 
the palisade and sent it to the passes the Romans would go through while attacking them 
as they came out. There was a terrible rout of the Romans: some were overtaken and slain 
by pursuers, others were captured by those who had taken up positions along the difficult 
routes. A large number fell including the Synkellos while the rest along with Michael found 
refuge in Adrianoupolis. 

The events around this defeat were also described by Attaleiates without mentioning 
the names ofthe military commanders. However, he provided a number of details explaining 
the defeat. 

Is it possible to identify patrikios Michael Akolouthos with the owner of the one or two 
groups of seals described above? 

It is quite possible. Akolouthos is a sobriquet in Skylitzes but it is more likely that it 
was Michael's effective position. Guilland assumes the same possibility (see Recherches, 
I, p. 523). We are left with the impression that he was entrusted with the command of the 
palace guards of Varangians and Franks, 1.6. functions of the akolouthos, especially taking 
into consideration the expedition to Iberia. 

In the first group of seals he is anthypatos, patrikios, akolouthos and anthropos of the 
emperor. The inscription on the seal describes him as the emperor's confidant, ἄνθροπος τοῦ 
κρατεοῦ καὶ αγίου ἡμῶν βασιλέως, and as such he was entrusted with the command of 
the palace guards of foreign mercenaries, 1.6. he was in his capacity as akolouthos. The seal 
reports facts unknown from other sources and his being an anthypatos {5 not surprising. He 
must have had the rank of patrikios anthypatos. What is new is ἄνθροπος, which explains 
why such an important unit of the army, the palace guards, was confined to him. 
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In the second group he is protostrategos. Clearly this refers to monostrategos, 
commander-in-chief, known from the literary sources. 

Michael was entrusted with the command of the army twice during the war against the 
Pechenegs: of the whole army in 1050 and of the troops from east and west in 1053. Later 
this distinction was recorded on seals as all he West or all the East. However, this position 
had not existed yet at this period and was covered by protostrategos. It is a high rank for 
which reason the rest of Michael’s titles were not reported on his seals. It is quite possible 
that it was precisely this Michael who was covered by the second group of seals one of which 
discovered in Preslav. 


16.Οπλιτάρχης. 
1084. Δημήτριος Απόκαυκος..... (XI c.) 


Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov, Elkhovo). Deposited by the police in the National Historical Museum, 
Sofia. Dim. 25-26 mm. Weak and poorly preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 18. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St Michael holding scepter (r.hand) and globus cruciger (1. hand). Circular 
inscription along a border of dots: . CROHOI 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o-| *AI | MHTPI | OAIATI | KAV. 
[+ Κ(ύρι)]ε βοήθι Διμητρίίο).... Απ(ο)καύ[κ(ῳ)] 


The Dumbarton Oaks Collection contains a seal of Demetrios Apokaukos, patrikios 
and archegetes of the West. It bears the same iconographic subject and it is probable that 
both groups of seals belonged to the same person. According to its publishers, (see Nesbitt- 
Oikonomides, DOS, 1, πο 1.3) the office of archegetes was equivalent to that of ὁπλιτάρχης. 
This suggested to me that the letters ΟΛΙ in the third line might be associated with this 
office. 

Another seal of Demetrios Apokaukos as strategos dating from the third quarter of the 

XIth c. is preserved in the collection of L. Zarnitz (Seibt-Zarnitz, no 2.34). The obverse 
features St. Demetrios standing holding a spear and a shield. 
The same depiction is found on another group of seals bearing the name of Demetrios 
Apokaukos as a private person according to a seal at DO. 58. 106. 4288. We cannot say with 
any certitude whether they all belonged to one and the same person. They are dated to the 
third quarter of the XIth c. 


17. Unrelated to Particular Military Corps 
a) πρόξιµος 
An officer of the lower ranks (ranking fifth in the tagmata) who was entrusted with 


the command of the mandatores (the couriers), through which he passed the orders of the 
domestikos to his officers of lower ranks. Since the office was very low in rank, its last 
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mention is in the taktikon of Philotheos (899, see Oikonomides, Listes. Ph 111.3). 
Lit. Guilland, Recherches, I, p. 433; Oikonomides, Listes, p.330; ODB, 1751. 


1085. Μιχαὴλ σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ πρόξιµος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Found in the course of archaeological excavations of the church by 
the tomb of Mostich in the Selishte locality in Preslav in 1987. D. 25-27 (22)3 mm. Well-centered, but 
incomplete imprint. The bulla itself is in a good state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons up to the second arms. Its base is not printed or preserved. 
Circular inscription along a border of dots: + KCROHOEIT....... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ MIX| AIA CH | AO'KANA | IA'SA'SI |. 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τ[ῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Μιχαὶλ σπαθ(αρο)κανδιδ(άτῳ) (καὶ) 


(πρό)ξι[μ(ῳ)] 


The Dumbarton Oaks Collection contains an unpublished seal (DO. 55. 1. 2033) of a 

dignitary by the same name and office but of a higher title. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). 

Rev. +KER’O’| MIXAHA| A'CIIAO'| STIPOE | M’ 

I cannot say with certainty whether it applies to the same individual. The differences are not 
only in the office, but also in the iconographic subject. 

So far, there have been some unclear points regarding the interpretation of the text of 
the seal. First of all, I have to say that the seals of individuals bearing that title are rather rare 
and there are two cases when one person is concerned. Secondly, the fact that this dignitary 
had a quite high rank, initially spatharokandidatos and later protospatharios. The following 
question arises: were there any essential changes in the office that had brought it to the fore in 
the XIth c.? In this connection, helpful is the information of a marginal note from 1007/1008 
to an Armenian Gospel written in Adrianoupolis to order of Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος 
καὶ πρόξιµος ofthe doux T'ot'orakanos (see here the seals of Θεοδωροκάνος, πατρίκιος 
καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως, no. 1107). 

The owner of the seal, whose correspondence was received in Preslav, was, to make it 
sound up-to-date, a chief of the signals of the imperial tagmata as a whole, and it is a well 
known fact that in the XIth c. the role of the tagmata increased at the expense of the thematic 
troops. 


b) τοποτηρητῆς 

1085Α. Βάρδας Κρατερὸς τοποτηρητῆς (XI c.) 

Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-21 (19-20) 4 mm, W.10.02 g. 
Incomplete imprint with a perfectly-preserved surface. 


Ed. Jordanov, F. Names. no. 384. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin, holding Christ on |. arm. Sigla: MP || OV: Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KER’.| TWCWA. | .APA’TO. |. HPHT. | .WKP. | TE.. 
+K(opve β(οή)[θ{ει)] τῷ σῷ δ[ού(λῳ) Β]άρδί(ᾳ) το[π(ο)τ]ηρητ(ῇ) [τ](ῷ) 
Κρ[α]τε[ρῳ] 


1086.Βασίλειος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14651. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D.17-17 
(18 ?) 2 mm. W. 3.90 g. Incomplete imprint, seemingly subsequently trimmed and rounded. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 273. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globus (l. hand). Remains of a 
circular inscription: ...... CQ)A.... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ RAC.| A'R'A'CII. | Θ ΤΟΙ. | TIPIT 
[7 K(ópue βοήθει τῷ]σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Βασ[]λ(είῳ) βπρωτο)σπ[α]θ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
τοπ[ο]τιριτ(ῃ) 


1087. Ἰωάννης τοποτηρητὴς (VI-VII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest (the former Banescu’s collection). Find-spot: uncertain, principally 
from Silistra and its region. D. 24-27 (23) 6-7 mm. Well-printed and well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Banescu, Colectia inedite, no 2. 
No exact parallels. 


Obv. Eagle with open wings, between which an invocational monogram (pl. [.5). 
Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 

+I | ANNOV | TOMOT | HPHT | OV 

+OQcot6Ke βοήθη Ἰωάννου τοποτηρητοῦ 


The dating of this type of seals should not exceed the VIIth c. 

The office of John needs to be reconsidered, since there is no specification on his seal 
whose topoteretes he was. Regarding the office of the topoteretes, it was noted above that 
he was a prime assistant of the domestikos of the separate tagma, he was in command of the 
units of the respective corps located in the province and during military campaigns he was 
subordinate to the titular and the other chiefs ranking higher than him. The earliest attestation 
of the office domestikos in his capacity as a military commander is from the VIIIth c., but it 
is assumed that it was established as a result of the reforming activity of Leo III (717-740). 
It had undoubtedly existed with similar functions prior to that period. We do not know the 
exact functions of the topoteretes during that period, but they were presumably similar to the 
later ones. 

The discovery in Dristra of the bulla of the topoteretes John from the VIIth c. is quite 
logical: he could have been a chief of a unit of the tagmata located here in their winter 
quarters, or, 1f during hostilities, he could have been in this part of the Empire under the 
command of his titular and his correspondence may have been in connection with some 


396 





A 
Ἆ 
; 


ο... 


ο ο RR 


a Site aa a ος ο ο Ea eo aii 


immediate tasks. In any case, the receipt of his correspondence in Dristra in the VIIth c. must 
have been in connection with the attempts of the Empire to block the nomadic incursions 
from the North including also those of the proto-Bulgarians. 


1088. Ἰωάννης 'AyygXoc σεβαστός καὶ μέγας πριμικήριος (XII c.) 


Private collection. It was handed over to me for documentation by V. Panteleev from Varna. According to its 
actual owner, the seal comes from the Stara Zagora region. D. 39-41 (34) mm. W. 31.5 g. Imprint in a 
superb state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing with long curly beard and nimbus, wearing a military tunic. He 
props himself with r. hand on a long spear while in his l. hand he holds a shield, resting 
on the ground. Vertical inscription on either side: ©-O€-OA-()-POC || O- TH-P()- 
N 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

+ TONA: | ΓΓΕΛΟΝΜΕΟΕ | RACTONIOANHN | ΜΕΓΑΝΠΡΙ | MIKIPIONA | 
OAHTACKC€|-HOIC- ` | 
+ Tov AyyéXov ue σεβαστὸν Ἰωάνην μέγαν πριμικιρίον ἀθλητὰ σκέποις 


1089. 'Avópóvikoc Λαπαρδᾶς σεβαστός καὶ χαρτουλάριος (1166-1183) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15162. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient 
Anchialos). D. 30.5-32.5 (29) 3.5 mm. W. 18.60 g. A good and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 379A; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 274. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. Bust of the Virgin orans with the medallion of Christ on her chest. Sigla: M-P || OV: 
Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
COPATIC | ANAPONIKS | CERATOVKAI | XAPTOVAAPI | OVTOVAA | 
ΠΑΡΔΑ 
Σφραγὶς Ανδρονίκου σεβαστοῦ καὶ χαρτουλαρίου τοῦ Λαπαρδᾶ 


On the career and person of Andronikos Lapardas, see Stiernon, L. Theodora 
Comnene et Andronic Lapardas, sebastes.-REB, XXIV, 1966, 89-96; Laurent, V. Legendes 
sigillographiques et familles byzantines- EO, 31, 1932, 338-344,XI; Zacos, Seals, I, nos. 
2735 and 2735bis. 
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Chapter Four 


PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION 


A. With toponyms 
1. Αβύδος 


1100. Νικήτας β᾽στράτορ, τουρμάρχης καὶ παραφύλαξ Αβύδος (mid-IX" c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad provided it for documentation). It is of unknown provenance and 
in all probability originates from Southern Bulgaria (the southern regions of the Nova Zagora or Stara 
Zagora districts). D.29-29.9 (28) 3 mm. The imprint on the obverse is weaker and shallower. Bulla in a 
perfect state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.1.1. 
No parallels are known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl.I.8 ). In the quarters: T@)-C()||A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
NIKHTA | R'CTPA'T8 | PMAPX'SIIAP | DVA'ARVA' 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Νικήτᾳ B'o:pá(xopi) τουρμάρχ(η) (καὶ) 
παρ(α)φύλ(ακι) ᾿Αβύδ(ου) 


1101. Ἰωάννης Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ 
κομμερκίαριος ᾿Αβύδου (XI" centuries) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15447. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 
23-24 (?) 4 mm. W. 5.92 g. Good imprint but certain letters remained outside the blank or were effaced, 
which renders the overall reading difficult. 

Unpublished 
Parallels: DO. 55. 1. 3120 (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 40.15). Struck in a same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion before her breast. Visible in the medallion is the 
nimbus with cross of Christ. Sigla: MP || OV: Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εο)ῦ. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
OKER’O’ |. (OA'CIIAG'| CITTSXTKA | SK8MEPK’ | APARIA'T'|.POMIA' 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) [T] ω(άννῃ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) £x(i) τοῦ 
χρίυσοτρι)γκλ(ίνου) (καὶ) κουμερκ(ιαρίφ) ᾿Αβίδ(ου) τ(ῷ) [Κ]ρομιδᾶ or 
[Κ]ρομίδῃ 


The patronym Χιονίδης was proposed in the above parallel. The initial letter on our 
specimen is not preserved but resembles X or K, the next is certainly P,O and MIA’ recording 
perhaps Κρομιδᾶς or Κρομίδης. For a similar name, see PLP, no.13834, 13836. 
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2.Αγχιάλου 
1102-1104. Βάρδας πρωτοπαπάς καὶ β)κουράτωρ Αγχιάλου (XI century) 


1102. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17215.D. 25-26(19)2 mm. W. 8.06 g. A partial imprint, reused on 
another bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.2.1a. 


1103. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 16685. D. 14-26(19)3.6 mm. Half of a good imprint, reused on 
another bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.2.1b. 


1104. Private collection. Find-spot: most probably Preslav. An excellent imprint and a well preserved specimen. 
D.26-28 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.2.1c 


1105. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: most probably Preslav. An excellent imprint and a 
well-preserved specimen. This allows some emendations in the previous reading of the monogram. D.21- 
25 (19) 3 mm. W.6.10 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.2.1d. 
All four specimens were from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl.I.10). In the quarters: T@-C()||A8-AQ. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

a)... AP]. . AHAIT|.. R'K8PA | TOPIAX€ | AOV 

b)... AP|. .. ΠΑΠΙ.. . KSPA| . ..AX€| ..V 

c) + RAP | AAA TIAI | ASR'K8PA | TOPIAXE | AOV 

d) + RAP | AAA'THAII | ASR’K8PA | . OPIAX . | AOV 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βάρδᾳ (πρωτο)παπᾶ (koi) B'kovpé&topi 

ΑἈχελου 


3. ᾿Αδριανούπολεως 


1106. Χριστοφόρος ὕπατος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (822-823) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 25915. Found in the medieval stronghold near the village of Matochina, 
district of Svilengrad (Boukelon). D. 26.8-28.9 mm; field over 27 mm; thickness 3 mm. The blank was 
too small for the die and therefore the imprint was incomplete. Some portions of the representation and 
inscription are out of the blank. Specimen in a very good state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanon-Aaa;rkoB, Xackoso, I, Ne 8; Jordanov, G. Names, no.3.1. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 283. Republished by: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 44.5. 


Obv. Busts of two emperors of equal height (Michael Π with rounded beard on 1. and Theophilos 
beardless on r.) both wearing crowns surmounted with a cross and a chlamys; in the 
field between them, a cross and the sign of indiction A beneath. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+XP.. | TOÓOP'..] SKOMMEP. |AAPIANO| IIOACO 
+ Χρ[ισ]τοφόρίου) [ὑπ(άτου)] (καὶ) κομμερ[κ(ιάριου)] ᾿Αδριανο(υ)πόλεο(ς) 
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1107. Θεοδωροκάνος πατρίκιος καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (1000-1006) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 17601. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 29-33 (25) 3.5 mm, W. 22.70 
g. Incomplete imprint. Because of the loosing of the dies and the boulloterion, there is a space of about 5 
mm between the image and the text. The imprint itself has been perfectly preserved. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, No 194; Jordanov, G. Names, no.3.2 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-I-€ || Ο-Ρ-ΓΙ-Ο’. A circular inscription along the dotted border: 
-K.ROHOGITOCOAOVA(Q) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

«ΘΕΟ |.OPOKAN’| .ATPIKIOC | KEAOVEA | APIANOII | OAIs 
[:-]Θεο[δ]οροκάν(ος) [π]ατρίκιος kè δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανο(υ)πόλἰς 


1108. Θεοφύλακτος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, βέστης καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 
(X"-XI* cen.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably Preslav. D. 17-17.5 mm. Blank too small for die and therefore 
the imprint is incomplete. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.3.3 
Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 44.1. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (l. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines followed by ornament: 
Modes | AKANO. | ITIIAT'R€C | T'SA8EAA | PIANSIT| 
[ή-Θεοφύλ]ακ(τος) ἀνθ[ύ]ατος) πατ(ρίκιος) βέστ(ης) (καὶ) δοὺξ 
᾿Αδριανουπ(όλεως) 


1109-1110. Συμεὼν βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως καὶ 
Μεσημβρίας (the 70s of the XI" century) 


1109. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 24593. D. 18-19 (18 ?) 3 mm. W. 6.5 g. A good but incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.3A.9a 


1110. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 29630. D. 10-18 (18 2) 3 mm. W. 6.5 g. Half of what was once a 
good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.3A.9b. 
Both specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Nicholas standing, blessing (r. hand) and holding the Gospels (l. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο-ς || N-I-KO-A-A-O' 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) . KER’O’| .VMEQNRE |..APX’SKATE | ANAAPIANS |.DACOSMC | .HMRPIA 
b)... ROJ]. ... ONRE| ...... ΚΑΤΕΙ.... . PIANS|].. . .. SM€|.. . . PIA 
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[+] Κ(ύριγε β(οή)θίει) [Σ]υμεὼν βε[στ]άρχ(η) (Kat) κατε[π]άν(ω) 
᾿Αδριανου[π]όλεο(ς) (καὶ) Με[σ]ημβρία(ς) 


4. Αἰγαίον πελάγους 


1111. Φίλιππος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Αἰγαίου πελάγους (X^ 
century) 


Plaster cast from the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov made in 1956 in Burgas. Find-spot of the original: 
probably the region of Burgas. The current place where the original is preserved is unknown. Half of a 
whole specimen. D. 17-28 mm. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.4.1. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Along dotted border circular inscription beginning at 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
„IAIM | ...CIIA | .CTPA |..T8€T |.. AAT" 
[+ Κ(ύριε β(οή)]θει [τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Φ]ιλίπ(π)[ῳ pra TON anal lapse) 
(καὶ)] στρα[τ(η)γ(ῷ)] τοῦ Ey(aiov) [πε]λάγίους) 


5. Αντιοχείας 
1112. Μιχαὴλ Ἰασίτης μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ Αντιοχείας (?-1047) 


RHM-Yambol, πο. 6023. Found near the village of Melnitsa in the Gradishteto locality by Dimitar Neychev 
from Elhovo in 1992. D. 29-34 mm. A fragment of a triangular shape. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no.39; Jordanov, G. Names, no.6.1; Jordanov, F. Names, no.240. 
Parallels: Cheynet, Zacos, III, no. 40; Cheynet, J.-Cl. Les ducs d' Antioche sous Michael IV et Constantin 
IX, Novum Millenium. Studies on Byzantine History and Culture dedicated to Paul Speck, 19 December 
1999, Ashgate,2001, 53-63. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines: 
.€R. | COA. | ..AHA | ...CTPO) | ...CTPQ |.. 8K’ANT |..HACT. | .ACITH 
[-K(6pu]e β(οή)[θ(ει) τῷ] σῷ δ[ού(λῳ) Μιχ]αὴλ [μαγ(θ]στρῳ [(καὶ) δουκ(ὺ 
᾽Αντ(υ[οχ]ήας τ[ῷ Πασίτη 


6. "AVATOALKO@V 


1113. Βαλάντιος β)πρωτοσπαθάριοςκαὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (Σ3.Χ 
centuries) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest, Romania. Found in the Silistra region. Good though incomplete 
imprint. D. 25-26 mm. 
Ed. Banescu, O colectia, no. 6; Jordanov, G. Names, no.8.1. 
No parallels known. 
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Obw Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: O-A-T"|| N-I-K" Along a dotted border circular 
' inscription: +KEROHOHTWMCWAOVA’ 
Rey, Inscription of six lines: 
RAAA. | THOR'A'C |.AO'SCTPA |.HI'OT'AN | ATOAIKO | NAMI. 
+ Κ(ύρηε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Βαλα[ν]τήῳ B'(xpoo)o[r]aO(apío) (καὶ) 
στρα[τ]ηγο τ(ὸν) ᾽Ανατολικον ἁμὶν] 


1114-1117. Διογένης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (971-7) 


{114. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 22194. D. 24-24.5 (19) 3 mm, 10.62 g. Incomplete imprint, parts 
of the dies with the image and the text have not survived. A well-preserved imprint but covered with lead 
oxides. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.8.2a 


1115. Private collection. It was offered for purchase by the Historical Museum in Stara Zagora where | 
documented it. D. 23-23 (19) 2.5 mm. An incomplete imprint of irregular round or rather rhomb-like 
form. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.8.2b 


1116. RHM-Shumen, no. 14963. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Dulovo 
region. D. 22-25 (19) 3mm. W. 10.94 g. Complete and well-centered imprint. The rev. is damaged with a 
blade, perhaps the adze of the finder. 

Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 275. 


1117. RHM-Shumen, no.15037/3. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
25-25 mm. W. 12.72 g. Imprint in a poor state of preservation. The restoration of the text is on the basis 
of the above specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 276. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps; on either side, fleuron arising from the base. Along 
dotted border circular inscription: + KEROHOITWCOA8A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-+ - |-AHO | ΓΕΝ Α ΕΠΑ | ΘΞΟΤΡ.. | TONANA . | AHK? 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Δηογέν(ῃ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (Kat) 
στρατ(ηγῷ) τὸν ᾽Ανα[τ(ο)]ληκ(ῶν) 


1118. Λέων Μελισσινός πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (the 70s-80s 
of the X" century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 13578. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 24-28 (over 25) 1.5 mm. W. 4.86 g. The blank and the imprint were rather thin and the bulla 
is poorly preserved. 

Ed. Vopaauos, IIpeciae, Ne 201; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 8.3; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 458; 
Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 277 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
.€.. | EIT | CWA | .AQ 
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Κεν Inscription of six lines: 
.. ON. | ΠΑΤΡΙΚ.. | SCTPATHT | T’ANAT... | PTMEA... | .. 
[*^K(6pu]e [βοήθ]ει τ[ῷ] σῷ δ[ού]λῳ Λέ]ων[τ(ι) πατρικ[ίῳ] (καὶ) στρατηγ(ῷ) 
τ(ῶν) ᾽Ανατ[ολ(ι)κ(ῶν)] τῶ) Μελ[ισηνῷ] 


T Αρκαδιούπολεως 


1119-1121. Λέων β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν καὶ βασιλικὸς 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (last quarter of the X" century) 


1119. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22979. D. 22.5-23 (15) 3 mm, 6.89 g. The reverse and 
obverse sides do not coincide due to looseness of the boulloterion. 
Ed. Mopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 202; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.1a. 


1120. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20281. D. 21-25 (15) 2 mm. W. 6.89 g. The reverse and 
obverse sides do not coincide due to looseness of the boulloterion. 
Ed. Wopaauos, Ipecnae, Ne 203; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.1b. 


1121. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 26476. The imprint is badly preserved and it is rolled up or 
it is tubular with an upper piece cut. W. 5.20 g. 
Ed. ΗοΡΠΔΗΟΡ, IIpecnae, Ne 204; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.1c. 
All three specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: Ο-Α-ΓΙ N-I-KO* 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ AEON | R'CITAOKA | NA’ ENITO | K'SR'AP | KAAI | IP 
+ Λέων β’σπαθ(αρο)κανδ(ιδᾶτος) ἐπὶ τ(ῶν) ο(Ὀκ(ειακῶν) (Kai) β(ασιλικὸς) 
᾿Αρκαδι(ου)π(όλεως) 


1122. Κατακαλὼν σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (the 
last quarter of X century) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 101. D. 25-27 (24) 3 mm. W. 14.75 g. The reverse and obverse 
sides do not coincide due to looseness of the boulloterion. 
Ed. Wopnanos, I7pecazae, Ne 205; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.2 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hand raised before her. Sigla: MP || OV. Along dotted 
border circular inscription: ........ TOCOA..O 

Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded by decoration: 
- * - | KATA K' | IIOAKANA'| .TOK’T@ | MAPAPK' | AISIIO' 
* O(£oxó)ke βοήθει τ]ο oo δ[ούλ]ο Katak(a)A(@v) [σ]παθ(αρο)κανδ(ι)[δά]το 
κ(αὶ) τωρμάρχ(η) ᾿Αρκ(α)διουπό(λεως) 


1123-1124. ᾿Αντρόνικος διοικητής καὶ ἐκ προσώπου ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλ.εως καὶ 
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Μεσημβρίας (the last quarter of the X^ century) 


1123. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20176. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-27 (21?) 
3-4 mm. W. 9.85 g. A good imprint but in a poor state of preservation. It is deeply corroded and broken. 
Ed. Viopaauos, Ilpecnae, Νο 206; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.3a. 


1124. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18559. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-22 (21?) 
2.5 mm. W. 6.95 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. 
Ed. ΗορπαΗΟΡ, Πρεσλᾳς, Ne 207; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.3b. 
The two specimens were from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
a) K€R. | HO'TOCO| A'ANTPO | NIK’A8 | K.. 
b). KER.| .. ΤΩ. .| . . NTPO|. .K’A8 |... 
Rey. Vertical inscription of five lines: 
a).K..€K | ΠΟΟΩΘΠ᾽| APKAAIS | IIOA'SMC | CHMRPI |.. 
b)..... |.. OCOIT | .. KAA ..| .OA’SM. | CHMR . |. 
*K($pu]e β[ο]ήθ{ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) ᾿Αντρονίκ(ῳ) δ(ι)ουκ[ήτ(ῃ)] κ[αὶ] ἐκ 
[π]ροσώπ(ου) ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλ(εως) (καὶ) Μεσημβρί[ας] 


Antronikos was actually ek prosopo of two strategoi, of Thrace and Messembria, which 
suggests dating to the period when they were in existence. In this connection, dating to the 
last quarter of the Xth c. is plausible, see nos. 1505-1509 here. 


1125. Λέων N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου ΑἈρκαδιουπόλεος καὶ 
Μεσημβρίας (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 29210. Found during excavations of the so-called Administrative 
Building in Preslav under the supervision of T. Mihailova, sector C, square 13, by the path, on 5" June 
2006. D. 22-26 (21) 2.1 mm. W. 6.24 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Broken into 
two parts. Fragment missing. All that renders the reading difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KCR'Q'|.... ABJ.. A. MN]... AQ’ -.- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


«ΕΚ | HPOC.AP|. AAI...|. MCCI ..| "T..... IK 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) [τῷ σῷ] δού[λῳ] Λ[έ]ων [(πρωτο)σπ]αθ(αρίῳ) [(καὶ)] ἐκ 
[π]ροσ[ώ(που)] ᾿Αρ[κ]αδι[ουπ(όλεος) (καὶ)] Μεσι[μβρ(ίας)] τ[ῷ ....... κ 


The reading of the toponyms is to a certain extent influenced by the existence of another 
ek prosopo of this union, see nos.1123-1124 above. The reading of the patronym inscribed 
in the last two lines 1s impossible. 


δ.Αρμενιακοὶ 
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1126. Κωνσταντῖνος Ανεμᾶς σπαθάριος καὶ ἐπισκεπτίτης ᾽Αρμενιακοῦ (X"-XI" 


c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot uncertain. D. 19-20 (18) 3.5 mm. W. 8.2 
g. Incomplete imprint which has been perfectly preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov,G. Names, no.11.1; Jordanov, F Names, no.35. 
Parallels: DO. 55. 1. 2904 (see Nesbitt, McGeer and Oikonomides, DOS, 4, no. 
22.14). Imprinted with the same boulloterion. Two other copies are known in which the 
title of spatharios 1s missing. One is kept at the Athens Museum of Numismatics (see 
Konstantinopulos, Stamoules, no.66) while the other has been found in the fortress 
near the village of Nufarul, district of Tulcea, Romania (see Barnea, Ponica, 16,1983, 
267-268, no. 4). 


Obv. Inscription of five lines, preceded and followed by decorations: 
-U-|.€R'9'..COA8]|. (NCTA | .TINCII | OAPI. | 

Rev. Inscription of five lines, a decoration above: 
-'i-|SE€IIIC | KCITAPM | ENIAK. | TOAN. | -..- 
[Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) [τῷ] σῷ δού(λῳ) [Κ]ωνστα[ν]τίν(ῳ)] σπ[α]θαρί[ῳ] 
(καὶ) ἐπισκεπί(τίτη) ᾿Αρμενιακ[οῦ] το Αν[εμᾶ ] 


9, Άρτακης 
1127. Σωτιρήχος παραφύλαξ Άρτακης (first half of the IX c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of RHM-Shumen in December 2007). 
Find-spot: disc. of Haskovo. D. 23-26 (24) 3.5 mm. W. 12.64 g. Once a good imprint. Now chipped. The 
surface is covered with porous patina or oxide. Folded at the striking. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Part from a cruciform invocative monogram (PILLS ). In the quarters: 
τω-σοι .8-AQ) 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
COOTI |.ΓΧΩΠΑ |. ADVAAK | APTAK | . 
+ Θετόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ [δ]ούλῳ Σωτι[ρ]ίχῳ πα[ρ]αφύλακ(ι) Αρτακ[ι] 


10. Ασίας 
1128 . Αποθήκης τῶν ἀνδραπόδων ᾿Ασίας (694-695) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-29 (?) 6 mm. Incomplete imprint but well- preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.12.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Justinian II standing, wearing a stemma, divitision and chlamys, and holding an orb 
with a cross in τ. hand. Inscription around the image: ΓΕ(ΘΡΓΙΟΥ ΑΠΩΥΠΑΤΩΝ = 
Γεωργίου ἀπὸ ὑπάτων 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
JIOOH | ΠΟΤΩΝ | ANAPATI |.AQNACH |... 
[Α]ποθή[κ]ης τῶν ἀνδραπ[ό]δων ᾿Ασή[ας ....... 


1129. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια ᾿Ασίας (755-756 or 770-771) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 12. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-28.5 (28) 5 mm. W. 26.19 g. Blank too 
small for die, therefore the imprint is incomplete. The surface of the seal is in an excellent state of 
preservation. The blank has a trapezoid shape. 

Ed. Schlumberger, Inedite, no. 149; JIuxaues, Jlaruposaupie, c. 203; ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ, Ileuaru, Ne 5; Zacos, 
Seals, Y, p.166, no. 8; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 12.2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Two imperial busts: Constantine V (1.), bearded, and Leo IV, beardless (r.), both wearing 
chlamyses and crowns; no remains of inscription. 

Rev. Bust of Leo III wearing a crown, divitision and loros; the upper part of the reverse is out 
of the blank; below, an inscription of four lines: 
. QNBACIAIK | .NKoMME.. |. -ONACI | .... 
[Τ]ῶν βασιλικ[ῶ]ν κομμε[ρκί]ων ᾿Ασί[ας Ἰ(νδικτιων) 2] 


In the publication which includes the description of V. Dobruski, the emperors are 
considered to be Theophilos, Michael and Constantine and the seal is dated to the IX" century. 
But in the later publications the emperors are assumed to be Constantine V, his father and his 
son, and this is more acceptable. Unfortunately, the indiction, which could be conducive to 
a more precisely dating, is not inscribed on the specimen. 


11. Βαασπρακανίας 


1130-1133. Βασίλειος ᾽Αποκάπης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας (?- 
1064) 


1130. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 394. Found during archeological excavations at the "Krumov 
dvoretz”, sq. 178, depth 0. 20 m, above the brick flooring on 28th April 1979. D. 33.5-34 mm; field 28 
mm; thickness 5 mm. Incomplete imprint because the blank slipped off the boulloterion. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, nos.14.1a; Jordanov, Family Names, no.40. 


1131. RHM-Silistra, no. 77. Find-spot: near the village of Malka Popina, district of Silistra, in 1988. D. 17-36.5 
mm; field 28mm; thickness 2.5 mm. Half of what was probably a good specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, nos.14.1b; Jordanov, Family Names, no.41. 


1132. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably northeastern Bulgaria. D. 29-31 mm; field 28 mm; 
thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. About a third is out of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, nos.14.1c; Jordanov, Family Names, no.42. 


1133. RHM-Shumen, no.15051. Purchased from Georgi Krasimirov from Novi Pazar. Find-spot: Pliska? Half 
of what was once a good imprint. D. 18-33 (30) 4.8 mm. W. 12.40 g. Struck in the same boulloterion with 
the previous three specimens. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no 278. 
The four specimens are struck with the same die. 
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Parallels: Two other specimens from same die are preserved in the collections of the Hermitage (M- 
2897, see ΗΙΔΗΠΡΟΒΕΚΑΣ, ΒΟΠΥΡΕΚΑΕΗ, 157-158, 3am. 36; Zacos, III, see: Grünbart, Apokapes, 35-36; 


Cheynet, Zacos, III, no. 116. Another specimen struck in a different boulloterion or die is preserved in 


the same Zacos' collection. See Grünbart, Apokapes, S.36. 


Obv. St. Basil standing, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 





Vertical inscription in two columns: O-A-TT-O-C || R ...... :Ὁ ἅγιος Β[ασίλειος] 
Rey. Inscription of seven lines: 

1130 .€R'O'|.. . IAEIM).. CTAPXHS | ΤΕΠΑΝΩΒΑ | . CIIPAKAN!| 

ACTOATIO | KATIOI 

1131 .€R'O'RACIAC. ..|. CCTAP... |.TCIIAN. .. |.. ΠΡΑΚ. . |. 

CTOA.. | KAN.. 

113235815 RACI..... |. CCTA.... J.. ΕΠΑΝ. .. |. ..PAK... |. 

CTOA . .|.... 

13d e, acsi : κ ο ως ο dig 

ΦΑΠοΟι. ΑΠΟΙ [s 


[Π-Κ(ώρι)]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Βασιλείῳ [β]εστάρχη (καὶ) [κα]τεπάνω 
Βα[α]σπρακαν(ί]ας τῷ ᾽Αποκάποι 


12. Βάρνας 


1134. Άσωτης ἀνθύπατος,πατρίκιος καὶ πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βάρνας (?- 
1064) 


Private collection (Prof. Dr. W. Seibt, Vienna). Originated from Bulgaria. D. 25-29 (22.5) mm. Complete and 
well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Seibt, Geographie Bulgariens, no.1; Jordanov, G. Names, no.15.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A full-length figure of a warrior saint (St. Procopius) with a nimbus. His right arm 
rests on a long lance while his left one holds a shield resting on the ground. Vertical 
inscription: O-A-TT-O-C || II. P-OK-O-IT 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. 

+ KEROH | ΘΕΙΑΟΟΤΗΩ | IIPIIANGVTIA | TOSCTPATT”’ | RAPNAC 
+ Κ(ώρυ)]ε βοήθει ᾿Ασοτήῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ἀντυπάτῳ (καὶ) στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) 
Βάρνας 


13. Βελικίας 


1135. N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βελικίας (7) (last quarter of the X '^ 
century) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Originates from the region of Smyadovo. D. 19-20 (over 20) 3.5 
mm. W. 9.04 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.17.1. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons on three steps, which seems to be inverted and the steps 
are above. Partial inscription around the image: ........... CWAOVA. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
T | ..HP. | .CITASC | .AT' REA | ... 
[ή Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ{ει) τῷ]σῷ δούλ[λῳ ..... ] πρ[ωτο]σπα(θαρίῳ) (καὶ) 
σ[τρ]ατ(ηγῷ) Βελ[ικί(ας)] 


14. Βερόης 
1136-1143. Ανδρόνικος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βερόης (970-971-?) 


Α) στρατηγὸς Βερόης 


1136-1140. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav (see Mopaanos, Πρεεπαθ, Νο 208-212; 


Jordanov, G. Names, no.18.1Aa-e.) 


1141. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22252. Found in the embankment of the southern inner city of 
Preslav on 4" April 1984. D. 25-27 mm; field 17 mm; thickness 3 mm. Complete imprint but badly 
preserved. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.18.1 Af. 
All six specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.18). In the quarters: T(0-CO) || A8-AQ@ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+AN | APONH | KOCTPA | TIT OOR€ | POIC 

-K(opi)e βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾿Ανδρωνήκῳ στρατιγῷ Βερόις 


Β) πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Βερόης 


1142. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 17640. D. 26-26.5(21)2 mm, 7.26 g. Incomplete imprint but well- 
preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.18.1Ba 


1143. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18080. D. 23-26(21)3 mm, 10.75 g. Incomplete imprint. Almost 
half of the text is missing but the imprinted letters are distinct. In the middle the blank has been perforated 
by corrosion. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.18.1Bb 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and Kolding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: 9- NK] ....: Ὁ ἄ(γιος) Ν()κ(ό)[λα(ος)]. Along 
border of dots circular inscription: ..€.TOD..... 

Rev. Vertical inscription in four lines: 

ANAPON | .KOA'CIIAO | APSCTPAT | ΓΕΕΡΟΗ 
[-Κ(ύρι)]ε[ βοήθει] τῷ [σῷ δούλῳ] ᾽Ανδρον[ί]κο (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
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στρατ[η]γ(ῷ) Βερόη(ς) 


15. Βουλγαρίας ΄ 


1144. Βασίλειος μοναχὸς, σύγήελλος καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας (1048-7) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 15028. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 30-31 mm; field 25 mm; thickness 3 mm. 
A well-preserved specimen, but imprint is incomplete. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cusucmpa, |, Ne 4; Jordanov, G. Names, no.19.1 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, Il, no. 950. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OKCR'O'| TOOCOAS'| RACIACIO | MONAX 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
. VI€AA'| ANATP | .EIR8A | APIAC 
+ Θ(εοτό)κεκε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δο(ύλῳ) Βασιλείῳ μοναχ(ῷ), [σ]υγ(κ)έλλ(ῳ) 
[((καὐ] ἀναγρ(α)[φ]εί Βουλ[γ]αρίας 


1145. Νικήτας Καρίκης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (1080s) 


RHM-Haskovo, πο. 385. Found in the area of Svilengrad. D. 20. 5-21 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 3.1 mm. A 
good imprint but on the obverse it 1s slightly struck off center because of the slipping of the blank. A very 
well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. ΜορΠαΗΟΒ-ΑΠΑΠΚΟΒ, XackoBcko, I, Νο 13; Jordanov, G. Names, no.19.2; Jordanov, F Names, no. 
288. 

Parallels: Other three specimens struck with the same boulloterion are preserved in the collections of 
Istanbul and Vienna (MK no. 191) (see Μορδτμανν, Μολυβδόβουλλα, αρ. 35; Hunger, Zehn, no. 9; 
Wasliou, Seibt, no. 250) and unpublished from Zacos, III, no. 1436. 


Obv. Metrical inscription of five lines: 
.PA®AC | .PATIZ | . BABKOC |. SATAP’| AC 
Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines: 
+ TIPO | TWIPOE | APBNIKH | TAT8KA | ΡΙΚΝ᾽ 
[Γ]ραφὰς [σ]φραγίζ(ω) [τ]οῦ δουκὸς [Β]ουλγαρ(θας πρωτωπροέδρου Νικήτα 
τοῦ Καρικν 


1146. Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης πρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (70s of the XIth c.) 


Private collection (V. Pantaleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-24 (19) 4 mm, W. 14.80 g. Superb 
imprint in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 98. 
Parallels: ΠΠΒΗΠΡΟΒΟΚΑΠ, bonrapus, ο. 148, puc.3; Neslitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, πο. 29.3; Maksimovic 
et Popovic, no. 14. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), |. hand on a round shield 
resting on the ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-AH-M-H || .-P.-O-C : 


Ὁ ἁ(γιος) Δημή[τ]ρ[ι]ος. 
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Κεν Inscription of six lines: 
-= + |+ ΚΕΒΟΗΘΊ NIKH®OPQ) | IIPOCAPOS | AOVKIRS8A | FAPIACTO | 
RATATEH|-.- ᾿ 
Κ/ώρυ)ε βοήθ(ει) Νικηφόρῳ προέδρῳ (Kai) δουκὶ Βουλγαρίας τῷ Βατάτζη 


1147. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Δεβελτός (832-833) 


Archeological base, Develt, no 205. Found during archeological excavations in sector A-I, sc. 11. D. 15-25 
mm; field 22.5 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Ñopaanos, /έθεπηι, Ne 53; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.1. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, nos. 285 a-b. All specimens come from the same boulloterion. We recovered 
the inscription of our half by using these specimens. 


Öbv. Visible is half of the bust of emperor Theophilus facing and wearing a crown, dibetission 
and loros. Inscription beneath: = Ἰνδικτιων ια” (indiction 11). Along border of dots 
circular inscription......|[bAS... [Θεόφιλ(ος) βασ[λε(ὺς)] 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ T.. | BKOM... | KION... | EA.. 
+ Τ[ῶν] β(ασιλικῶν) κομ[μερ]κίων [Δεβ]ελ[τοῦ] 


1148. Κοσμᾶς κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8405). 


Archaeological base, Develt, πο. 276. Found during archaeological excavations in the area of the kommerkion, 
sector A-II, sq. 73 in house no. 1. D. 24-26 mm; field 26 mm; thickness 3.1 mm. W. 12.56 g. The imprint 
was originally excellent and now the specimen is well preserved but one edge was damaged by a pick 
strike during the excavations. 

Ed. Vopaanos, /Tesenm, Νο 54; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). In the quarters: T@)-CQ)||A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

- KOC | MAKS8M.. | KIAPIMAE | REAT 

Κύριε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κοσμᾶ κουμ[ερ]κιαρίῳ Δεβελτ(οῦ ) 


1149. Χριστοφόρος β᾽κανδιδᾶτος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8405). 


Private collection (Dr. D. Theodoridis from Munich), It probably orginated from the Kommerkia of Debeltos. D. 
25-26 (23-24) mm. The imprint on the obverse is not complete. The blank has slipped in the boulloterion. 
The bulla is in a superb state of preservation. 
Ed. Wassilliou-Kyriaki, Neue Siegel, no. 1; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl.I. 5). In the quarters: TQ)-C()||A8-AQ). 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
CTO | .OPQOB'KAN | AIA’SKOME |. ACBCEAT 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Χρι]στο[φ]όρῳ β)κανδιδ(άτῳ) (καὶ) 
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κομερ(κιαρίφ)] Δεβελτο(ῦ) 


1150. Δαυὶδ β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (870-893) 


Archaeological Museum, Pliska no 321. Found in 1985 during archeological excavations of the Great Basilica 
in the town of Pliska, sector north, second northern courtyard. D. 21-22 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 
2.5 mm. The specimen is badly preserved and dissolved along the line of the channel. Struck off-centre 
probably because of the loosened boulloterion. f 
Ed. Wopaanos, ΠΠµΟκα, Ne 12; Ñopaanos, Heserm, V1.4; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.4. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
+ KEROHOHTWMCWAOVAW 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+AAAR’ | CIIA@AP. | KOVME | P...P'A€ | ..ATS 
+K(vpve βοήθη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Δα(υὶ)δ β(ασιλικῷ) σπαθαρ[ί]ῳ [(xoi)] 
κουμερ[κια]ρ(ίῳ) Δε[βε]λτοῦ 


1151. Εὐστράτιος κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (Χ century). 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14718. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot uncertain. D. 17-20 
(17) 2.5 mm. W. 4.80 g. A complete and well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Mopaauos, Πεβεπτ [Addenda], Ne L7; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.5; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 


280. 
Parallels: Mordtmann, Europes, no.17; republished in. Seibt, Wasilliou, no.151; Barnea, I. Sceaux 
byzantins de Dobroudja, SBS, 1, p. 82, no. 5. They were struck in the same boulloterion as our 


specimen. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
OKER’ | O’' THC | Δ8Ἐν | CTPAT 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o- |+ K8ME | PKA'P' AE | ΒΕΛΤῚΝ | AIKA| - o- 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Εὐστρατίίῳ) κουμερκ(ὐαρ(ίῳ) 
Δεβελτ(οῦ) Ἰνδικ(τιῶνος) δ᾽ (τετάρτης) 


1152. Ἰωάννης” ἀσηκρῆτης ? καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (XI" century) 


RHM-Yambol, no. H 3861. Found during archaeological excavations of the medieval stronghold near the 
village of Karavelovo, district of Yambol, sc. 27 on 7" October 1983. D. 18-19 mm; field over 18 mm; 
thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, badly damaged. Holed and perhaps secondarily used as a weight. 
Surface quite effaced. Visible are only some of the letters or their contours. The deciphering of the 
inscription 15 problematic. 

Ed. lopaanoB, /Teseam, VI.6; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.6 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
ΕΚΕΒ. ...... | 08Δδ.. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


412 








0D Ds | M€.. | ACR.. 
ΕΚ(ύρυε β[οήθει τῷ] σῷ δού[λῳ Ἠω(άννῃ) [ἀσηκρήτῃ (καὶ) 
κου]με[ρκ(ιαρίῳ)] Δεβ[ελ(τοῦ)] 


1153. Βασίλειος ? κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (ΧΙ century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 13587. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Silistra, D. 25-26 
(22) 4 mm. W. 14.85 g. Incomplete imprint and badly preserved specimen. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Jesenm, VI.11; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.9. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Unknown military saint holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription in 
two columns: O-A-IT-O || .-.-M’ | 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ACI | .€1Q).. | ΕΡΚΙΑ | .AEREA | -Τ8 - 
[Β]ασι[λ]είῳ [κομ]ερκια[ρ(ίῳ)] Δεβελτοῦ 


1154-1162. Κωνσταντῖνος Συρόπουλος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κομμερκιάριος 
Δεβελτοῦ (X"-XI" cen.) 


1154. Archeological Museum, Sofia, no. 154. In my previous publication, I used a plaster cast from the collection 
of Prof. T. Gerassimov. On the reverse it is noted that the original was owned by Dr. V. Haralanov from 
Shumen. Probable find-spot: Silistra (from where most seals in Dr. Haralanov’s collection originate). D. 
17-20 (over 20) 3 mm, W. 5.30 g. Incomplete imprint. Blank too small for die. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 22.8a; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 688. 


1155. RHM-Shumen, no. 12389/3. Purchased from Alexander Boev from Silistra. D. 19-20 mm; field over 20 
mm; thickness 3 mm; W. 5.07 g. It may be assumed that this specimen is the same as the previous one but 
it is just quite similar to it. Incomplete imprint. Many letters are out of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8b; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 689. 


1156. RHM-Shumen, no. 14650. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D.18-20 mm. W. 6.28 g. Incomplete imprint as the specimens mentioned above. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8g; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 694. 


1157. Historical Museum, Pomorie. no. 9. Found in the city area. Offered for documentation by the curator of 
the museum on 145 June 1989 during my stay in the city of Burgas. D. 20-21 mm; field (?); thickness 3 
mm. Weakly imprinted. Struck off-centre. Many letters are out of the blank. 
Ed. Vopnanos, /Tesexm, V1.12..3; Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8c; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 690. 


1158. Private collection (Ivan Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: probably somewhere in the region. Most of the 
seals of this collection are from the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district of Elhovo or from the 
village of Zlati Voivoda, district of Sliven. D. 20-21 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8d; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 691. 


1159. Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov from Elhovo). Given to the National Historical Museum in Sofia by 
the police. Most of the seals of this collection are from the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district 
of Elhovo. D. 21-22 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8e; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 692. 


1160. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Before being sold it was given to us. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D. 19-18.5 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. The imprint is incomplete as with the previous specimens. 
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Some of the letters are out of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8f; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 693. 


1161. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Before being sold it was given to us. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D. 18-20 mm The imprint is incomplete as with the previous specimens. Some of the letters are out of 


the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8g; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 694. 


1162. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-21 mm. W. 6.60 g. Incomplete 


imprint as with the specimens mentioned above. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.22.8h: Jordanov, Family Names, no. 695. 


The nine specimens were struck with the same die. Their states of preservation are different and the 
quality of their imprints is poor. 
Parallels; Wauaposckas, Πεβεπρτα, c.150, M-6141 Imprinted by another boulloterion. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-o - |-KQON | CTANT | HAOAP | KANAA’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
~.1-—| SKOME .| KHAPT AE | .€AT'OCV | ΠΟΛ) 
+ Κονσταντ(ῖνος) σπαθαρ(ο)κανδ(ι)δ(ἄτος) (καὶ) κομε[ρ]κηάρι(ος) 
Δε[β]ελτ(οῦ) ó Συ[ρό]πουλ{ος) 


1163. Φώτιος ὕπατος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ7 (IX" c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15122. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 118. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 20-21 (17.5 ?) 3.1 mm. W. 6.00 g. Incomplete imprint with damaged surface, which 
renders the reading very uncertain, especially as regards the kommerkiarios of Develtos. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 284. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Invocative cruciform monogram (PI. I.5). In the quarters: . ω-σωι A8-AQ) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ MOOT. | IOVIIAT. | ςΚΟΜΕΡ.Ι AP’AE.. | AT. 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Φωτ[ε]ίῳ ὑπάτ[ῳ] (καὶ) κομερ[κ(ι)]αρ(ίφ) 
Δε[βε]λτ[οῦ] 


A kommerkiarios of Develtos by this name is unknown, If the reading is correct, we 
can increase the list of the titulars of this department by one. 


17. Δοροστόλου / Δρίστρας 


1164-1165.Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 
(971-?) 
1164. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17589. D. 27-28 (21) 3 mm. D. 14.20 g. Imprinted twice at angles 
of 90°. 
Ed. ÄĎopaanos, Tpecnae, Ne 215; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.18. 


1165. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18521. D. 24-25 (21) 3.6 mm. D.14.10 g. Partial imprint made by 
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a weak strike on the boulloterion or because of poor cohesion between the boulloterion and the blank 
Some of the letters were probably destroyed later by corrosion. | 
Ed. Mopnanos, /Ipecnae, Ne 216; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 23.10. 

The two specimens were struck with the same die. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
a) -o-| FA€. | RA'CIL . . [SCTP.. | HI. |- o- 
b) |. €O | R'A'CIITAOG' | SCTPAT | ...- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a)-o- | AOPOC|.OAOV| .. APAK | .NOIIS 


b) ] | AOP . .| TOAOV | OCAPAK |... IIS 
+ Aéo(v) β(πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) (kai) στρατηγ[ὸ(ς)] Δοροστόλου ὁ 
Σαρακ[ι]νόπου(λος) 


1166. ᾽Αρκάδιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου (971-?) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22172. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 11-20 (20?) 4 mm. Half 
specimen which is cut and not broken. It is interesting that the inside of the blank is hollow | 
Ed. Mopnanob, Πρθοπαθ, Ne 217; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.2. l 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
EE ο ο σος g OA A Pael 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
LIA | ..'SCT | ."SCT | ..OCT. |... 
+ Κ[ύριε βο]ή[θ(ει) τῷ σ]ῷ δ[ούλῳ] ᾿Αρ[καδίῳ β(πρωτο)σ]πα[θαρ(ίίφ) (καὐ] 
στ[ρα]τιγ[ῷ Δορ]οστ[όλου] 


The main problem with the commentary of this seal is that its inscription is not explicit 
In the last two lines on the reverse other letters could be proposed. We are also not sure what 
letters are available. Besides the proposed ..OCT. |... - .€CI. / ... is also possible and thus 
some other variants of the toponym or patronym can also be proposed. | 


1167. Βασιλιανης/Βασιλάκης» β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (Χ- 


XIc) 


Private collection (Z. Byulbulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: the information obtained claims that it was in 
Silistra. D. 24-27 mm; field 21 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Struck off-center and also 
opened in the low half along the line of the channel. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.2. 
Parallels: Another specimen in the collection of Zacos, III, no.1660 was struck by the same boulloterion. 


It is more complete and better preserved (see Seibt, Bulgarische Geschichte, no.1). We quoted above his 
text for comparison. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 


Inscription in two columns: 9 || NI-K. Circular inscription .....COAOVAO 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
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RAC.. |.NIA'CIIAO |. IL SCTP'| ... CTP 

RACIA | .NIA'CIIAO | PloSCTP’| TPICTP  (Zacos collection) 

[-K(ópus βοήθει το] oo δούλο Βασιλ/[.]νι (πρωτο)σπαθαρίο (καὶ) στρί(ατιγῷ) 
Τρίστρίας) 


1168 Θεόδωρος πριμικήριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X™-XI" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 73. Found in Pliska by the Russian archaeological expedition in 1900. D. 
27-28 (22) 3 mm. W. 10.56 g. A well-preserved specimen but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Ylanueuko, A606a-[incka, 296-297, Τα6η. LVIIL3; Hopaanos, Ππμεκα, Ne 19; Jordanov, G. 
Names, no. 24.3. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same die was found in Istanbul (see Hanuenko, Karanor, Ne 
66 ). It is preserved in the Hermitage (M-2338). 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription in two 
columns: @- ..-. || A-OQ-P* 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ |.COAQ) | .PIMIK | .SCTPA |. AIC | TPAC 


+ [Θ]εόδωίρος) [π]ριμικ(ή)[ρ(ιος)] (καὶ) στρα[τ]ιγ(ὸς) Δίστρας 


1169. Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X^ -XI" c.) 


Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1948. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain. Fragment smaller than a half. D. 12-24 (22) 2 mm, W. 2.98 g. Incomplete imprint with missing 
letters and parts of the depiction. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part from bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: 9-O€-. ||... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
TT PE L.... HA |.... TPAT|.. QAIC|TP.. 
[+ Θεοδώρῳ β᾽(πρωτο)σ]πα[θ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) σ]τρατ[ηγ]ῷ Δίστρ[ας] 


If the restoration of the missing letters is correct, this seal should reflect a new episode 
in the career of the already known strategos of Dristra where he bears the title πριµικήριος. 
It is also possible that a different strategos of Dristra is concerned. 


1170-1171. Πέτρος P’npwtoonabapros καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X"-XI" c.) 


1170. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17545. D. 23-25 (19) 3 mm. W. 10.30 g. 
Ed Wopaanos, Ipecnae, Ne 218; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 23.58 


1171. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17630. Half specimen. 
Ed Wopaanos, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 219; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.50 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription: 
-KC€ROHOITO)CO)ABA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-II€ | TP'R'A'CIIA | GQ'SCTPAT' | AICTPA | C 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθίε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Πέτρ(ῳ) β(πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίφ) (καὶ) 
στρατ(ηγῷ) Δίστρας 


1172.'Avópóvikoc β᾽σπαθάριος 7 καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI century) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14205. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 22-23 
mm; field over 22 mm; thickness 2 mm; W. 5.12 g. The imprint was originally good but the specimen is 
badly preserved. 

Ed.Mopnanos, Cunucrpa, IIT, Ne 1; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of an unidentified military saint who is beardless with short curly hair holding a 
spear over his shoulder in τ. hand and a shield in 1]. hand. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.AP.N |.KO.CII | .OAP'SKO | MCPKHAP' | APCTP 


[Αν]δρ[ο]ν[ί]κῳ [β]/(πρωτο)]σπ[α]θαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) κομερκηαρ(ίῳ) Δρ(Ώστρίας) 


1173. Διονύσιος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (ΧΙ 
century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14697. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22- 
24 (22.5) 2.5 mm.W. 8.00 g. Well-preserved specimen, but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.7 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of an unidentified military saint who is beardless with short curly hair, holding a 
spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: ||. P-OI-C 

Rev. Inscripton of six lines: 
.K€R'.. | AIONVC.. | CIIAOKAN | KOMEPKI | AP'API | ΤΡ 
[+] Κ(ώρι)ε β(οή)[θε(ι)] Avovvo(0[o] σπαθ(αρο)καν(διδάτῳ) (καὶ) 
κομερκιαρ(ίῳ) Δρί[σ]τρ(ας) 


1174. Ἰωάννης κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI™ century) 


Find-spot: uncertain. Plaster cast from the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov from Sofia. On the reverse it is 
noted that the original was in the collection of engineer Takov and it was made in 1963. D. 24-24 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (l. hand). 
Inscription in two columns: @-N-I || K-O-AA’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
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-IOKO | ΜΕΡΚΗΑ | PHOAP | CTPAC 
+ Ἰω(άννη) κομερκηαρήῳ Δρ(ῶστρας 


18. Δρουγουβιτείας 


1175. Βασίλειος Τζιρίθων ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήηλου καὶ 
Δρουγουβιτείας (505-605 of the ΧΙ century) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain.D 22-37 mm; field 30 mm; thickness 7 mm. Well imprinted on a 
large and thick blank, of which no more than a half is preserved. This renders the deciphering of the 
inscription difficult and especially its fourth line where some extra office of Basil Tziriton might have 
been inscribed. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin standing and holding Christ (1. arm). 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines: 
ΕΚ Θ᾽... (ABA | ....ACIOTIPI | ....IIATOKPI | ........... |. ΔΡΟΓΘΕ | 
.IACTO). | .PIGQON 
[-Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) [τῷ σ]ῷ δούλῳ [Βασι]λείῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) [ἀντυ]πάτῳ 
κρι[τῇ τοῦ βήλου ... [καὶ] Δρουγουθ[ιτ]είας τῷ [Τζι]ρίθων 


1176. Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου 
καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας (ΧΙ century) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, πο. 30424. Formerly in a private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). 
Found in the Gradishteto locality near the town of Lyubimets, district of Haskovo. D. 26-26 (21-22) 2.8 
mm. A good imprint and a well-preserved specimen which enables some corrections to be made in the 
previous publication. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.2 
Parallels: In the Dumbarton Oaks collection another specimen struck by the same die is preserved (DO. 
58. 106. 2195), see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 21.3. 


Obv. Bust of a bearded bishop with a nimbus and short hair blessing (r. hand) and holding a 


book of the Gospels (I. hand). Vertical inscription: ....... || O-OA-MA-T'. The available 
letters of the name of this saint give us reason to suggest that he is [Ὁ ἅγιος Γρηγόριος] 
ὁ Θα(υ)ματ(ουργός) 


Κεν Inscription of seven lines preceded by an ornament: 
-T-|PPHIO|PAA'CIIAO' | KPIT'CITIT | IIIIITOAPoM | STHCAPST" | RHTIAT. 
| CAVAOI | -  - 
Γρηγορᾶ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) κριτ(ῇ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) ἱπποδρόμ(ου) καὶ τῆς 
Δρουγ(ου)βητίας τ[ῷ] Σαυλοιω(άννη) 


1177. Θεόδοτος ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας (XI" century) 


Historical Museum, Radnevo. Found during archeological excavations of the medieval settlement near the 
village of Polski gradetz. D. 23-24 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. The first 
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letters of all lines are missing. This renders the full reading of the inscription difficult. Besides the 
above proposed reading, there are two other possibilities and one of them was presented in the previous 
publication: KIPT.| APST.| -.. = [(πρι)μι]κίρ(ίῳ) τ(ῆς) δρουγ(α)[ρίῳ] 

Ed. Wopnanos, Mapuua Vi3rok, Ne 18; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.3 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
KERO | EITM |. DAOVA’ | €OAQ |- T - 
Rev. Inscription of four lines, preceded-and folowed by an ornament: 
-o- | ACH | KPHTI | KIPT | APST. |- . - 
[+] Κ(ύρι)ε βο[ή]θει τῷ [σ]ῷ δούλ(ῳ) [Θ]εοδώτ(ῳ) ἀσηκρήτι [(καἲ)] κιρτ(ῇ) 
Δρουγ[ουβίιτείας)] 


1178. Ἰωάννης N., πρωτοσπαθάριος, ἀσηκρῆτις, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
Δρουγουβιτείας (ΧΙ century) 


Historical Museum, Elkhovo, πο. 3669. Find-spot: region of Elkhovo (Melnitsa). D. 24-25 mm. Half of what 
was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a bust of St. John the Baptist. Vertical inscription: 
xf || II-PO-AP"-M: [ὁ ἄ(γιος) Ἰω(άννης) ὁ] IIpó8p(o)u(oc) 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines preceded by an ornament: 
-KER.|IOA'CIIA ..| CHKP'TK ....|€IIIT8 ..... | APSTS ....| TOK..... 
+ Κ(ύρηε β(οή)[θ(ει)] Ἰω(άννη) (πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίῳ) ἀ]σηκρ(ῆ)τίι) κ[ριτῇ] ἐπὶ 
τοῦ [ππ(ο)δρ(όμου) (καὶ)] Δρουγου[βητία(ς) τῷ Κ....... 


Unfortunately we are unable to decipher the patronym of this unknown to date judge 
of the Drougoubiteias. 


1178A. Ἰωάννης Ἐλεσβαάμ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας 
(1050s-1060s). 


Private collection (V. Pantaleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-30 (28) 3 mm, W. 21.8 g. Complete 


imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanoy, F. Names, no. 211. 
Parallels: JInxaues, Bboeowamepu, c. 27, tabl. VIL12 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion of Christ before her. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: — 
+ KER’O’| THOCWASA’| IOOTIPIl ANOV | ITAT'SKPITH | APSTSRIT'| CACCRA 
| -AM - , 
+K(bpve β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳφ) ἀνθυπάτ(ῳ) καὶ 
κριτῇ Δρουγουβιτ(είας) τῷ Ἐλεσβαάμ 
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1179. N., ο καὶ κριτῆης Δρουγουβιτείας (XI? century) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30438. Formerly in a private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). 
Found in the Gradishteto locality near the town of Simeonovgrad. D. 26-29 mm. Incomplete and badly 
preserved imprint which prevents the full reading of the inscription. We cannot be sure what the name of 
the owner and his title is. It is close to the latter but is still different. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.4 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KERO | HOCITO) | CWA... | -HA.- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
..IC | .PHTH |.. STOV | .THA 
t K(pue βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ[ούλῳ].............. (καὶ) κ]ρητῇ [Δρ]ουγου[βι]τήα(ς) 


1180-1185. Ἰσαάκιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας (X-XI 
c.) 


1180. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 106. Find-spot: the ruins of Preslav in 1942. D. 20-20 (19 ?) 2.5 
mm. W.4.11 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Broken into two parts, which were 
unsuccessfully stuck. 

Ed. Μορμαμοβ, IIpecnae, Ne 220; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.54. 


1181 -1182. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Vopaanob, /Ipeczae, Ne 221-2216; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.5b-c 


1183. Private collection (Ilyan Zhekov from Shumen). Find-spot: uncertain. This specimen was placed at our 
disposal before being sold. According to its owner, it was found in Silistra or somewhere in northeastern 
Bulgaria but perhaps it was taken from Preslav. D. 20.5-20.5 mm; field 19 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. An 
excellent imprint and a very well preserved specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.5d. 


1184-1185. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. Probably they originate from Preslav or Silistra. D. 22-25 
mm; field 19 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. D. 20-21 mm; field 19 mm; thickness 3 mm. The two specimens 
have different states of preservation and the quality of their imprints is different. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.5e-f. 
The six specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps, on either side fleuron. Along border of dots, circular 
inscription: -KKCROHOCIT(OCOAOVAQO) 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+HCA | KHOR’A’ | CITAG'S | CTPAT | APOI 8 | RHT' 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἠσακήο βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ)(καὶ) στρατ(ηγῷ) 
Δρο(υ)γουβητ(είας) 


1186. Κωνσταντῖνοςπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου..... καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς 
Δρουγουβιτείας (X-"-XI" centuries) 
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RHM-Shumen, no. 14206. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 12-24 (21) 1.5 mm. W. 2.69 g. Half of a previously very good imprint which renders the 
reading difficult. 

Ed. liopnanos, Ilpecnae, Ne 477; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of decorative cross. In the field on the right XC. Remains of a circular inscription: 
TS WCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+K.... | ITAGS.... | ΡΗΓΚ..... | AKMA..... | ΝΑΓΡ.... | APO... 
[-Κ(ύρηε βοήθει τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κ[ων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)σ]παθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
[ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) χρ(υσο)τ]ρηγκ[λίνου ... (καὶ) ἀ]ναγρ[αφεὐ(ς)] Δρο[υγουβίιτείας)] 


1187-1188. Λέων N., ἀσηκρῆτης kai κριτῆς .... Δρουγουβιτείας (X®-XI" 
centuries) 


1187. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 5986. D. 20-22 (26?) 3.5 mm. W. 7.23 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. lHopaanos, IIpecnae, Νο 222;Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.7a. 


1188. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 21539. D. 24-25 (26?) 3 mm. W. 11.00 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. ltopnanuos, IIpecnae, Ne 223; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.7 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
Parallels: Another specimen probably struck with the same die is preserved in the collection Orphanidi- 
Nikolaidi of the Numismatic Museum of Athens. It provides a basis for correction of the reading of the 
specimens from Preslav but not the whole text of the seal. See Koltzida-Makre, no.45. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a sceptre with a trefoil (r. hand) and a globe (1. hand). 
Sigla: M-I || .-A. Between two borders of dots :....... (QQA'CACONTIACH..... 

Rev. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (l. hand). 
Inscription in two columns: O -.. || K-O-A’. Between border of dots inscription 
continuing from the obverse: .....APBI 8RITIAC .... 

[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σ]ῷ δ(ούλφ) Λέοντι ἀση[κρήτῃ καὶ ....] 
Δρουγουβιτείας.... 


1189-1197Α-Β.Μιχαήλ Σκληρός πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 
(80s of the XI century) 


1189. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19752. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23.9-24.9 (20) 4 
mm, W. 12.95 g. 
Ed. Πορπαηοβ, IIpecnae, Ne 224; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 24.88; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 653 


1190. RHM-Stara Zagora, no. 10 C3-8. Find-spot: Stara Zagora. D. 24-25 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 3 mm. 
Almost the whole surface is damaged. 
Ed. lHopnanos, bepoe, Ne 8; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.8b; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 654. 


1191. RHM-Shumen, no. 14202. Purchased from Yordan Strahilov from Omurtag. Found by treasure-hunters 
in the stronghold near the village of Kipilovo, district of Sliven, together with coins. D. 21-22 mm; field 
(?); thickness 3.5 mm. W. 4.58 g. At present the specimen is badly preserved with a missing fragment and 
an effaced surface. The text below is a result of comparison between better preserved specimens. 
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Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 24.8c. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 655. 


1192. Private collection (Yanko Todorov from Shumen). Found in 1993 in the stronghold near the village of 
Zlati Voivoda, district of Sliven. D. 21-21 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. An incomplete imprinted but a 
well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.8d; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 656. 


1193. Private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Found by him in the stronghold near Simeonovgrad. D. 
23-25 mm; field (?); thickness 4 mm. Good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.8e; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 657. 


1194. Private collection (M. Lakov from Sofia). Find-spot: Achtopol. D. 24-25 mm; field (?); thickness 3.6 
mm. Complete imprint, but in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names , no. 24.8f.; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 658. 


1195-1197A. We documented four specimens from several private collections. They belong to the same 
boulloterion as the last one. Find-spot: uncertain. Probably some of them were stolen from Preslav and 
others come from the same places as the last one or from different places. All these specimens have 
different states of preservation and their diameter, field and thickness are similar to the last. 
Ed. Jordanov, C. Names , no. 24.8g-j; Jordanov, Family Names, nos. 659-662. 
The ten specimens were struck with the same die. 
Parallels: Three other specimens struck with the same die are preserved in DO. 55.1.3313; DO.58. 106. 
2360; Fogg A.M. 1503 (see their edition: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, no. 21.1). 


1197B. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: Uncertain. D. 20-21(?) 4 mm. W. 8.00 g. Well- 
centered but incomplete imprint in a boulloterion different from the above specimens. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.8k; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 663. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP || OV: 
Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. Circular inscription along a border of dots: + OKCROHO' 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
1189-97A. ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | AxIIPOCAPO) | KAIANAI PA | DEVCAPSTS | 
RITIACTO | CKAHP' 
H97B: |. ...... |. .. CAPOS |.. ATPA®EVC |.. SISRITIA |.. CKA |? 
+@(cotd)Ke βοήθ(ει) Μιχαὴλ (πρω)τ(ο)προέδρῳ καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς 
Δρουγουβιτίας τῷ Σκληρ(ῷ) 


1198. Χριστοφόρος ἀσηκρῆτις, κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας (καὶ)... (XI century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 12340/5. Purchased from Alexander Boev from Silistra. Found in Silistra on the bank of the 
Danube. D. 18-22 mm. W. 3.65 g. Incomplete imprint and specimen in a poor state of preservation; holed 
here and there. About a third is broken. Perhaps it was used as a button or something else. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 24.9. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
Es |... [LCTOQ' | . IKPI | 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ῥῶ | ΔΡΘΓΦ.. | TIACS.. |....... | 
[+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει)τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Χρ()]στοφ(όρῳ) [ἀσ]ικρι[τ(ι) κριτῇ] 
Δρουγου[βι]τίας (καὶ)... 
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1199-1201. Θεόδουλος πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου καὶ 
ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας (mid-XI" century) 


1199. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: Uncertain. D. 25-23 (23) 3 mm Half of previously 
very good imprint. Cut not along the channel but slantwise. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 24.10. 


1200, Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak). Find-spot: region of Plovdiv or Pazardzhik. D.25-27 mm. 
Good imprint, out of which a small portion is chipped or broken. 
Unpublished. 


1201. Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 1933. Former collection of Kliment Atanasov from Burgas. Find-spot: 
uncertain. D.27-27 (25) 3.5 mm.W. 12.37 g. Superb imprint. A fragment missing, probably cut. 
Unpublished. 

The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Oby, Virgin orans standing to front on a suppendion. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Κον, Inscription of seven lines: 
1199-1200. -OK€R'O'| TOOCQASA'| ΘΕΟΔΟΥΝΥΛΩΑῚ ΟΠΑΘΑΡΙΩΝ |.. TCOKPIT | 
. SRHA'SAP |. BRITIA 
1201. +OKER’O’| THCWABA’| GCOAOVA(OA'| ΟΠΑΘΑΡΙΩΝ |. 
ATOKPIT |.. RHA'SAP |... ITIA 
ἜΘ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Θεοδούλῳ (πρωτο)σ]παθ(αρίῳ) 
ὑ[π]άτῳ κριτ(ῇ) τ[οῦ] βήλ(ου) (καὶ) Δρίου)[γ]ουβιτ(ε)ία(ς) 


19. Δυρράχιον 
1202. Νικήτας Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου (1018) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22913. D. 21-22 (over 22 7) 5 mm. W. 9.60 g. Incomplete imprint, the 
blank was smaller than the die. The surface of the bulla is covered with thick oxide. 
Ed. ΜοΡΠΑΗΟΒ, [Tpecaae, Νο 225; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 25.1; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 585. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

"T |. | TPATH. |. VPAX"T. | HHTON"T 

[Νικήτᾳ πατρικ(ίῳ) (καὶ) σ]τρατη[γ(ῷ) Δ]υραχ(ίου) τ[ῷ] Hvyov(t)s(0) 


1203. Μιχαὴλ Μαύριξ βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου (1065-1068) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: Silistra, D. 22-24 mm; field (7); thickness 3 mm. Incompletely 
imprinted and badly preserved specimen. The first two lines of the inscription are out of the blank. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cusucmpa, 1, Ne 12; Jordanov, G. Name, πο. 25.2; Jordanov, Family Name, no. 425. 
Parallels: Three other specimens struck with the same boulloterion or die are preserved in the collections 
of the Numismatic Cabinet in Vienna (M 173); Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 58. 106. 4234) and Fogg A. M. no. 
1908. About their publications, see M 173 (Mordtmann, Grece, no. 26; Schlumberger, Sig., p. 204, no. 
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1; Seibt, B/eisiegel, S. 169, n. 7); DO and Fogg A. M. (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 12.5). 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). On either side vertical 
inscription: .-L-€-() || P-I" : ὧ[Ὁ &(ytog) ] Γ[ε]ώρίγιος). 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


rss |... | RECTA... | ...€IIAN' | AVPPAX’T@ | MAVPIK’ 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Μιχαὴλ] βεστά[ρχη (καὶ) κατ]επάν(ω) Δυρραχ(ίου) τῷ 
Μαύρικ(ι) 


1204. ᾽Ανδρόνικος τουρμάρχης Ῥαχιλάου, Αραχιλαβης or Δυρραχίου (XI" 
century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 76. Find-spot - uncertain. D. 23-25.5 (19-20) 2 mm. W.6.88 g. Incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 25.3 
Parallels: A second specimen imprinted with the same boulloterion is kept in the IFEB collection, no. 
879. Although we use it to fill some missing letters of our inscription, its imprint is also incomplete (see 
Laurent, V. Sceaux byzantins inedits, EO, 32, 1933, 37-38, III; Seibt, Geographie Bulgariens, no.2). 


Obv. Inscription of four lines preceded by decoration: 
-+- | FK€R'O'| TOCWAS | ANAPO | NIK | -«- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines preceded by decoration: 
-«- | TSP | MAP.. | PAX. | AA. | - .- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾿Ανδρονίκ(ῳ) τουρμάρ[χι] Ῥαχιλάου / 
[ A]lpay[t}Aa[B(ns)] οτ[ Δυ]ραχ[ίου τῷ] o3... 


20. Δύσις 


1205. Πανκράτης β)κανδιδάτος καὶ κομμερκιάριος τῆς Δύσεος (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 147 (from the former collection of Dr. V. Haralanov from Shumen). 
Purchased on 14" June 1969 from Russe and presumably originates from the region (Silistra). D. 22-24 
(20) 4 mm. W. 12.34 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. The first line is missing. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A bird walking left. No traces of a circular inscription. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+... | NKPATH | NR’KANAIA | T'SKOVMC | PKHAPIOT | ICAVC€o | -o - 
+ [Πα]νκράτην βκανδιδ(ά)τ(ος) (καὶ) κουμερκηάριο(ς) τις Δύσεο(ς) 


The owner of the seal who sent his correspondence to an unknown addressee most 
probably located in Dristra was Pankratios, imperial kandidatos and kommerkiarios of the 
West. He was conceivably an Armenian by origin. 

Where was this kommerkion and who did it serve? 

In IXth- Xth centuries, the kommerkiarioi were fiscal representatives of the logothetes 
of the genikon collecting the ten per cent tax from the goods passing through the respective 
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region. Their jurisdiction was normally defined by the name of the city or theme they were 
located in. If we take literally the definition West, which for other offices traditionally includes 
the whole of the Balkan peninsula, it will seem unacceptable in this case, the more so that 
there were other kommrekia of cities and themes in the Byzantine West at the same juncture. 
It is more likely that the jurisdiction of βκομμερκιάριος τῆς Δύσεως was only limited 
over a part of the Balkan peninsula. But which part was it? Since no other kommerkion was 
recorded after the liquidation of Develtos (in 917), it seems plausible that it was precisely 
the β᾽κομμερκιάριος τῆς Δύσεως which served the Bulgarian-Byzantine contacts after 
this date. 


21. Εὐξείνος Πόντος 
1206. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου (783-784) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofa, no.14. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul 2). D. 27-33 (32) 4.5 mm, W. 27.69 g. 
Incomplete imprint. The obverse is slightly effaced. 
Ed.: Mymwos,Ieuaru, Ne 7; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 28.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Two imperial busts: Constantine VI (1), beardless, wearing chlamys and crown with 
a cross, and his mother Eirene (r.), wearing a crown with a cross and four triangular 
projections. Between the figures, in the upper field, a cross. 

Rev. Three imperial busts above an exergual line: Constantine V (1.), Leo III (centre) and 
Leo IV (r.); all wearing chlamyses and crowns with crosses. Indiction sign visibie in 
the field: Z (indiction 7). 

Below the exergual line, inscription of three lines: 

T@NB’KOMME | .K'T8CVEH | NOVIIONT| .. 
[Ἰνδικτιῶνυς ] ζ 
Τῶν β)κομμε[ρ]κ(ιῶν) τοῦ Εὐξήνου Πόντ[ου] 


1207. Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου 
(mid-XI" century) 


Unknown place of preservation. Find-spot: uncertain, probably Istanbul. D. 27-27 mm Good but illegible 
imprint. 
Ed. Myuimos, Tleyatu Ne 51; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 28.2. 
Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no 72.5. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 
Inscription in two columns: @-A-I-.. || N-I-KO-A-A’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’O’ | ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | A’CIIA@AP | VITATSCTP | ΤΙΤΕΕΥ | EHNIION 
+K(dpre β(οή)θ(ει) Μιχαὴλ (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (καὶ) στρ(α)τιγ(ῷ) 
τοῦ Εὐξήν(ου) Πόν(του) 
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22.Θεοδωρούπολις 


1208-1211. Σισίνιος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κατεπάνω Θεοδωρουπόλεως (971- 


?) 


The four specimens were struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Wopaanos, /Ipecaae, Ne 228-231; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 33.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A rosace made out of cross with equal arms that end in fleurons filling the quarters. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+CICI | NIOR’A’C | ΠΑΘΚΑΤ | ΕΠΑΘΕΟ | ASPOTT’ 

ἘΣισινίο βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίω) (kai) κατεπά(νω) Θεοδουροπ(όλεως) 


23. Θεσσαλονίκης 


1212. Κατακαλὼν β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης (mid-X" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia. πο. 95. Found during archeological excavations in the medieval settlement near 
the village of Popina, district of Silistra. D. 21.5-23 (?) 2.5 mm.W. 6.57 g. Poorly preserved specimen. 
The obverse is almost entirely effaced. Holed in two places and probably used as a fishing weight. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 34.1. 
Parallels: Two specimens struck with a different die are preserved in the archive of the main Athonian 
church of the Protaton. One of them is still originally attached to a document dated 2nd August 943 (see 
Protaton, no. 6) and the other one is affixed to a document from May 942 (see Protaton, no. 4) but later on 
it was attached to another much later document unrelated to the first one (Protaton, p. 189). See Dólger, 
Schatzkammern, nos. 120.1 - 120.2; Oikonomides, Dated, no. 65. 


Obv. Effaced. Scarcely visible outlines of griffin on 1. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
seta | .KATA | AORA’. | ..O'KCCTP ..ΘΕΟΑ | ..NIKIC 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθίει)] Κατα[κα]λῶ(ν) βἴπρωτο)σ[πα]θ(αρίῳ) kè στρ(α)[τηγ(ῷ)] 
Θεσα[λω]νίκις 


1213. Δαυὶδ N., βΗπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίικης (X"-XI" cen.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 28079. Found in the southwestern corner of the inner city of Preslav 
during archaeological excavations in 1991. A fragment (about a half of originally good imprint). D. 17-27 
(ofthe seal over 25 mm). 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 342. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.5). In the quarters: . (0-CQ) ||..-A(9. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
AA..... | ΟΠΑΘς.. | THI'G€C . . | T8... |...... 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει [τ]ῷ σῷ δούλῳ Δα(υὶ)δ [β΄(πρωτο)]σπαθ(αρίφῳ) (kai) 
σ[τρ(α)]τηγ(ῷ) Θεσ[αλ(ονικης) tov ... 
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Naturally the reading of the text on this fragment is uncertain. Instead ofSC..| THI Θες. 
ος [pass : (καὶ) σ[τρ(α)]τηγ(ῷ) Θεσ[αλίονικης) tov ..., W. Seibt proposes (BZ, 98, 
5.131 ) (καὶ) σ[τρ(α)]τηγ(ῷ) Θεο[φυλ(άκ)του [B Ὀψικίου] which is not impossible. 
Anyway, a better preserved specimen would settle this. 


1214. N., β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης (X c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Found in Silistra. Half preserved. D. 12 mm. 
Ed.Barnea, Durostorum, no. 7; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 34.3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a Gospel book (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription: ...]] K-O-A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἜΚ. OAS eh deg |CIIA .....|TPA....|CA... 
var. a: -FKCR'O'|CTAVPAK'R'A' | CIIAOAP'SC | TPATT’OE | CAAONIK 
var.b: ΕΚΩΝ |CTANTR’A’| CHA@AP’SC | TPATT"6€ | CAAON 


It is possible to attribute it to Thessalonike. Its inscription is incomplete and the 
preserved part could be read in various ways: 


1215. Ἰωάννης σπαθαροκανδιδατος, ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτῆς Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος 
καὶ Θεσσαλονίκης (XI century) 


Private collection (St. Billik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-30 mm; field 24.5 mm; thickness 4 mm. 
Good imprint but some of the letters are not visible. Specimen in an excellent state of preservation. 


Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 34.4 
Parallels: Two specimens struck with a different die are preserved in the DO Collection 47.2.168 and 
58.106.3868 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no 18.24). 


Obv. Inscription of five lines followed by decoration: 
OKCR'O'| TOOCOAS'| IWANN. | ΟΠΑΘΑΡ. | KANA. |- - - 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by decoration: 
- + - | ACHKPH | .KPITH | ..€CP'CTPY | ΜΟΝ5ΘΕ | CAAONIK’ | - .- 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Ἰωάνν[η] σπαθαρ[ο]κανδ(ι)[δάτῳ)] 
ἀσηκρή(τη) [(καἰ)] κριτῇ [Βολ]ερ(οῦ) Στρυμόν(ος) (καὶ) Θεσαλονίκ(ης) 


1216. Εὐθύμιος γενηκὸς λογαθεσίου ἄρκλας...... (X"-XI" centuries) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17007. Found in the Strategia of Preslav.D. 21-24 (20?) 2 mm. Doubled 
imprint, especially on the obverse. Poorly preserved specimen. This renders the reading of the inscription 
difficult thus attributing the seal to the group of undeciphered seals at the time of their original publication. 
Of course, the reading proposed here is just a hypothesis prompted by Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 
no. 1.4; 71.2 with the names of officials who held the same position. 

Ed. Vtopaauon, IIpecaae, Ne 463; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 34.5. 
No parallels known 


427 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KERO | ΗΘΕΙ͂ΤΩ | CWABA . |. VOVM | ο 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
€NHK | ...AQEC | .AAO. | .KH. 
*K(opuie βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ] Εὐθυμ[ί]ο [γ]ενηκ(ῷ) [ἄρκ]λ(ας) 
Θεσ[σα]λλο[νί]κη[ς] or [γ]ενηκ(οῦ) [ἄρκ]λ(ας) [λο]γαθεσ(ίου) [τ(ῆς) Θρῴ]κη[ς] 
or 
[γ]ενημ[ματ]ᾶ Θεσ[σα]λλο[νί]κη[ς], the latter is due to Seibt’s suggestion (BZ, 98, 
S. 131). 


1217. Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Θεσσαλονίκης (801-802) 


Archaeological Museum, Nessebar, no 1275. Found in the medieval stronghold near the village of Stit, district 
of Svilengrad (Skoutarion). D. 23-31 (25) 4 mm. W. 22.93 g. Struck off-centre. Some portions of the 
representation and the inscription are out of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, G.Names, no. 34.6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Empress Eirene wearing a crown with a cross and two triangular projections, 
divitision and chlamys, and holding scepter on the |. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
TONB'| KOMEP. | O€CAA. | NIKIC 
Τῶν β(ασιλικῶν) kouep[k(tov)] Θεσαλ[ο]νίκις 


1218. Αγαλλιανὸς σπαθάριος καὶ ἔπαρχος Θεσσαλονίκης (mid-X" century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14782. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 29- 
29 (28) 3.5-4.5 mm. W. 19.96 g. It was a good imprint in the past but it is now heavily effaced. Traces 
of letters and a monogram are visible. The reconstruction of the text is made after the specimens already 
published. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 34.7. 

Parallels: Two other specimens struck with the same boulloterion are kept in the collections of 
Dumbarton Oaks (DO 55.1.666), see Zacos, Seals, Ι, no. 1691; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS,1, πο. 18.18 
and Orghidan, see Laurent, Orghidan, no. 238. 


Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.5). 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


+ATA | .AIANQ | ...SCIIA |....... | eis 
[Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Αγα[λ]λιανῷ [σπα(θαρίῳ)] (καὶ) ἐπά[ρχῳ 
Θεσσαλονί(κης)] 


1219. N., κομμερκιάριος καὶ ἀβυδικὸς Θεσαλονίκης (IX" century) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15068. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 64. Find-spot: Plovdiv 
region. D. 24-26 (22 ) 3.2 mm. W. 13.26 g. Incomplete imprint, scratched with a blade. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 291. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Portion of invocative cruciform monogram. In the quarters: ..-.. || .8-AQ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ο | .CR’... | EPKIAPIM |. ARVAK’OE | CAAON’ -.- 
[Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δ]ούλῳ ...... c β[κομμ]ερκιαρίῳ [((καὶ)] ἀβυδικ(ῷ) 
Θεσαλον(ίκης) 


24. Θράκης 
1220-1223. Ἰωάννης νοτάριος καὶ βικάριος Θράκης (VI" century). 


A. 

1220. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30431. Formerly in private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). 
Found in the “Kalyata” locality near the town of Shivachevo, district of Shven. D. 23-25 mm. Good 
imprint and well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.1Aa 


1221. Private collection (B. Sergov). Found in Achtopol. D. 21-23 mm; field 20 mm; thickness ? mm. W. 9.20 
g. Good imprint and well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.1Ab 


1222. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-24 mm. Good imprint and well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.1Ac. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2802 b, struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Monogram with Greek letters (pl. VI.172) consisting of the name Ἰωάννου and the 
office νοτάριου. 

Rev. Inscription of three lines in Latin: 
.HICA | RIHTh. | aCIS 
+ Ἰωάννου νοτάριου [(kai)] vicariu Th[r]acis 


B. 

1223. Historical Museum, Nova Zagora. Found by treasure-hunters in the "Kalyata" locality near the town of 
Shivachevo, district of Sliven in 1997. D. 20-22 (17) 5.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The surface of the seal 
is corroded. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.1B. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2802 a, struck by the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Monogram, as last (pl. VI.172). 
Rev. Inscription of three lines in Latin: 
€TY. | CARIH. | RAC.. 
4 Ἰωάννου νοτάριου et v[i]cariu [Th]rac[is] 


1224. 'Aópiavoc βικάριος Θράκης (VI? c.) 


Archaeological Musuem, Plovdiv no. 6050. Formerly in the collection of V. Stankov from Batak. Found in the 
medieval settlement near the village of Yavorovo to the west of Asenovgrad at the foot of the Rhodope 
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mountains. D. 24-24 (20) mm. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Laurent, EO, 38, 1939, p. 367; Zacos, Seals, no. 2798; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 
no.71.40. 


Obv. Monogram (pl. VI. 173) consisting of the letter A and A surmounted by 8; P at left, N 
at right. Probably the name has to be read as ᾿Αδριανοῦ 

Rev. Inscription of three lines. Wreath border. 
BIKA | PISOPA | KHC 
᾿Αδριανοῦ βικάριου Θράκης 


1225. Βαρδάνης πατρίκιος, β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (first 
half of the IX" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 22. Find spot: uncertain. D. 27-27 (23) 4 mm.W. 15.21 g. Good imprint 
and well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Myuimos, [Teuaru, Ne 27; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.2. 
Parallels: Another specimen with the same inscription and representation is preserved in the coilection 
of Zacos but it was struck with a different die (see Zacos, Seals, I, no.1750 A). 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl.I.5). In the quarters: TO)-CQ) || A8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
RAPA | AN. IIAT'R'| ACCIPSCTP'| .OPAK’ 
ἙΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βαρδαν[η] πατ(ρικίῳ) p' 
(πρωτο)σπ(αθαρίῳ) (καὶ) στρ(ατηγῷ) [τ(ῆς)] Θράκίης) 


1226. Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14695. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Develt. D. 26-28 
mm; field 23 mm; thickness 4.5 mm. W. 9.70 g. The imprint is incomplete because it was struck in the 
lower part of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.4. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of cruciform invocative monogram. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
IOT... | "ACIAG". | .TPAT’THC | .PAKHC 
*K(opue Bore τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰω(άννῃ) π[ατρ(ικίφ) βἸ(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) 
[(καὶ) σ]τρατ(ηγῷ) τῆς [Θ]ράκης 


1227. Λέων β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the 205-405 of IX" cent.) 


Archaeological base, Develt, no. 191. Found during archeological excavations of the kommerkia in sector A-H, 
sq. 91. D. 26-29 mm; field 27 mm; thickness 4 mm. Good imprint but the blank was too small for die and 
some portions are out of it. Well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. lMopnanos, /Teeeam, Ne 55; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.5. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. [.5). In the quarters: T(0-C(O || Δδ-λῶ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+A€Q. | THR'A'CIIA. | SCTPATHT. | THCOPA. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λέω[ν]τῃ β(πρωτο)σπα[θαρίῳ)] (καὶ 
στρατηγ[ῷ] τῆς Θρά[κ(ης)] 


1228-1229. Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 
(IX'^ c.) 


1228. RHM-Shumen, no. 14696. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Develt. D. 
27-28 mm; field 26 mm; thickness 3 mm. W. 13.80 g. The imprint is incomplete. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.6; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 294. 
No parallels known. 


1229. RHM-Shumen, no. 15118. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 114. Find-spot 
Melnitsa, Elkhovo region. D. 19.1-21.5 (?) 4-6 mm. W. 13.36 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 295. 
The two specimens were struck in different boulloteria. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. [.8). In the quarters: 
.()-CQO) || . 8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
CICIN | HOIIATP' | "ACIIAGQ' |. CTPAT | TOPAK ` 
(ΩΙ | NIWTIA..| R'A'CIP..| TPT |... 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Σισινήῳ πατρ(ικίῳ) β(πρωτο)σπαθί(αρίφ) 
[(καὶ)] στρατ(ηγῷ) 1s) Θρῴκί(ης) 


1230. N., πατρίκιος, β᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (IX^ 
century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15233. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: region of Kotel. D. 
23-23 (237) 4.5 mm. W. 12.40 g. Incomplete imprint covered with white patina. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 296. 


Obv. Part of invocative monogram (PI. 1.8) in the quarters: .. - .. ||.8- AC 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ess] LOI. | IKBAC.|. CTPA ..]. OPA.. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ δ]ούλῳ Γρηγορί]ῳ π[ατρ]ικ(ίῳ) 
βπρωτο)σ[παθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ)] στρα[τηγ(ῷ) Θράκ(ης) 


1231. N., πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης (IX" century ). 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15097. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 93. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 26-29 (25) 3 mm. W. 12.06 g. Incomplete imprint in an excellent state of preservation 
on the obverse. Two oxide nests on the reverse. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 297. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.8). In the quarters: . (0 -C. || A8-AQ) 

Rey. Inscription of five or six lines: 
.... XON | TPIKK'CT | PATITOT'|GPAKI | C+ 
«Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει [τ]ῷ σ[ῷ] δούλῳ [Σωτηρι]χῳ π[α]τρικ(ίῳ) κ(αὶ) στρατηγῷ 
τ(ῆς) Θράκις 


1232. Γρηγορᾶς 7 β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (first half of the IX" cent.) 


RHM-Yambol, πο. II 5464. Found in the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district of Yambol. D. 23-23.5 
mm: field over 23 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint and specimen in a poor state of preservation. 
The reading of the title is uncertain. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Scarcely visible contours of cruciform invocative monogram. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

| -PARC | ΠΑΘΟΤΡ | .II'OPA | KHC 

[-Γρηγο]ρᾶ β᾽σπαθίαρίῳ) (καὶ) στρ[ατ]ιγ(ῷ) Θράκης 


1233. N ense καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the 205-405 of the IX" century) 


Archaeological Base, Develt, no. 217. Found during archeological excavations of the kommerkion in sector 
A-1, sq. 77. D. 13.5-26 mm; field over 26 mm; thickness 3 mm. Fragment smaller than a half of originally 
incomplete imprint. This renders the reading problematic. 

Ed Wopnauos, /Tesenm, Ne 61; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The only preserved part of cruciform invocative monogram is l. arm. Visible from the 
inscription in the quarters: Τ(0-.. || A8 - .. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
(0. |] IT | ...T'.. AKH 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ [σῷ] δού[λῳ Λέ]ω[ν] ....... [στρα]τ(η)[γῷ Θρ]ῴκη(ς) 


1234. N., β)σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (IX c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found by Τ. Totev during conservation of the ceramic workshop in 1993. D. 
14-29 mm. Fragment smaller than a half of what was once an incomplete, but well-preserved imprint. The 
restoration of the missing letters is to a certain extent a figment of the imagination. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Ob». Part of cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.5). In the quarters: ..-. 0) || .. - AQ) 


Κεν. Isolated letters from an inscription of four or five lines: 
os Lohr e “οι τες 
[-Θεοτόκε βοήθη τῷ σῷ δουλῳ].. .ῳ [β'σπαθ(αρίφ)] (καὶ) στ[ρατ(ηγῷ) τη]ς 
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[Θράκ(ης)] 


1235-1237. Ἰσαάκιος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (X"-XI" 
centuries) 


The three specimens were struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Vopzanos, Ilpecnae, Νο 234-235; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 35.9. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription 
along border of dots: +KEROIOEITWCWAOVAMW 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-.- | HCAKIC | R'A'CIIAG' | SCTPATI | (COPA | KIC | - «> - 
Ἠσάκις β(πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) (καὶ) στρατιγὼς Θράκις 


1238-1240. Βασίλειος ᾽Αργυρός πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the 20s-40s of 
the XI" century) 


1238. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17577. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav, 11. 08. 1979. D. 
24.5-26 (25) 2 mm, W. 5.75 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. Direction of the seals 
as with coins. Thin and flat blank. 

Ed. VWopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 232; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.10a; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 49. 


1239. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24551. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav on 2"* August 
1983. A fragment smaller than a half. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecias, Ne 233; Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 35.10b; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 


50. 

1240. RHM-Shumen, no. 12389/4. Purchased from Alexander Boev from Silistra. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 14-26 
mm; field 25 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. W 6.07 g. Incomplete imprint. Half of the specimen is missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 35.10c; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 51. 


The three specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons rising from base. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

- 4^ - | FRACIA | HATPIK. | CTPATHT | ΘΡΑΚΗΟΩ | ΑΡΓΥΡΟ 
Τβασίλ{ειος) πατρίκ(ιος) [(καὶ)] στρατηγ(ὸς) Θράκης ὦ ᾿Αργυρό(ς) 


1241. Χασάνης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (the mid ΧΡ 
century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 124. Found by the Russian archeological expedition in 1899-1900. D. 24- 
26.5 (over 25) 3 mm. W.10.54 g. Good imprint but visibly the blank was too small for the die. 

Ed. fíanueuko, A606a-ILincka 294-295, Ta6a. LVIIL2 a-6; Vopaanos, IInucka, Ne 32; Jordanov, G. 
Names, no. 35.11. 

No parallels known. 
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Obv. St. George standing holding a spear (τ. hand), |. hand set on shield resting on the ground. 
Vertical inscription:.-.-E€-()-P || F-I-O' : [Ὁ ἅγιο(ς) Γ]εώργιοίς). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines 
-KCR'O'| XACANH | IIPIANGVIT | TWSCTPA | TIP’OPA |-KHC- 
+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει) Χασάνη π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ἀνθυπ(ά)τῳ (καὶ) στρατιγ(ῷ) 
Θρῴκης 


1242. Δαυὶδ β᾽μανδάτωρ καὶ ἐκ προσώπου τῆς Θράκης (IX" century) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 15096. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 92. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 25-26 (22) 3.8 mm. W. 9.82 g. Incomplete imprint in an excellent state of preservation 
on the obverse. Two oxide nests on the reverse. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 299. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of invocative cruciform monogram (Pl. I. 5). In the quarters: ..-C@ ||. 8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+AAAR | MANAAT | .CKTIPO [TICOP 
*O(coxó)ke βοήθπει [τῷ] σῷ [δ]ούλῳ Δα(νὶ)δ β᾽μανδάτί(ωρι) [(xai)] ἐκ 
προ(σώπου) τὶς Θρ(άκης) 


1243. Κατακαλῶν σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης Θράκης (ΧΙ century) 


Archeological Museum. Preslav, no. 22194. D. 23-25 (20) 2.5 mm. W. 7.40 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpeciae, Ne 227; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.1 1a. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform monogram (pl. 1.10) consisting of the invocation: OK RQ). In each quarter, 
a small sphere. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
KATAK | .IIAO'KAN | STPOM. | .HOPA. | HC 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βω(ήθει) Κατακ(αλῶν) [σ]παθ(αρ)οκαν[δ(ιδάτῳ)] (Kat) 
τρομ(ά)[ρχ]ῃ Θρά[κ]ης 


1244. Μιχαὴλ Κουρτίκιος τοποτηρητῆς τῆς Θράκης (Xth-XIth c.), 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-26 (21) 3 mm. W. 12.00 g. Complete 
imprint in a poor state of preservation, especially the obverse which is oxidated. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 383a. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter ornamented with three balls (r. hand) and globus 
(|. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’O’| MIXAIA | ΤΟΠΟΤΕΡ |TITOPAK|CT'K8P | THK 
+ Κ(ύρη)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Μιχαὶλ τοποτερ(η)τι τῆς) Θράκ(η)ς τ(ῷ) Κουρτήκ(η) 
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1245-1247. Βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια τῆς Θράκης (808-809 and 810-811 


1245, Archeological Base, Develt. Found during archeological excavations in the ancient city in the so-called 
“Ancient theatre" in 1989. D. 26-26 mm; field ? mm; thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Portions of 
the representation and inscription are out of the blank. 

Ed. Ban6onopa-Mpanosa M. Jlesenr npes VII-X 8.- Βεκοσθ, 1-2 ,1991, c. 55; Jordanov, G. Names, 
no. 35.13a. 


1246, Private collection (a plaster cast was given to us by D. Draganov from the Regional Historical Museum 
in Yambol). It helps define the circumstances concerning the finding of the seal. The surface is oxidized. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.13b. 


1247. Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-25 (25)3-4 mm, W. 14.758 g. The 
imprint is incomplete because it was struck on the lower part of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.13c. 
The three specimens were struck in different boulloteria. 
No direct parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Nikephoros I, bearded on 1., and Staurakios, beardless on r., facing; both wear 
crown with cross, divitision and chlamys. In field above cross. 
Below busts: a-b: + Γ = (Ἰνδικτιῶνος) y 
ο: + B = (Ἰνδικτιῶνος) f 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
TONB’| .OMEPKI |.NTICO 
Τῶν β(ασιλικῶν) [κ]ομέρκι[ω]ν τις Θ(ράκης) 


24Α. Θράκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας 


1248-1249, Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρὸς ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ 
Μεσοποταμίας (971 -2) 


Α. 

1248. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 20152. D. 28-28 (27) 4.5 mm. W. 21.45 g. Good and complete 
imprint, but some of the letters, especially on the reverse, are effaced. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.14 a; Jordanov, Family Names, no.168. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines, preceded by an ornament: 
-.- |FAAMI | ANOAN | ΘΥΠΑΤΩ | ΠΑΤΡΗ | KIM 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
KEA8 | .HOPA | ..CSM€ | COIIOTA | MHAC 
+Aaniave ἀνθύπάτῳ πατρηκίῳ kè δου[κ]η Θρῴ[κη]ς (καὶ) Μεσοποταμήας 


Β. 

1249. Archaeological Museum Preslav, no. 16915. D. 26-28 (22 ?) 2 mm. W. 6.58 g. Incomplete imprint, the 
final letters are missing and some were later effaced. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.35.14b; Jordanov, Family Names, no.169. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+AAMH | .N'ANOV | . TTIATPI |.KEAOV | KH 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΘΡΑΚΗ. |. ΕΜΕΟΟΠ. | TAMHACW | AORPOM. |-PO- 
ἘΔαμη[α]ν(ῷ) ἀνθυ[πά]τ(ῳ) πατρι[κ(ίῳ)] kè δουκη Θράκη[ς κ]ὲ 
Μεσοπ[ο]ταμήας (t)@ Δοβρομ[]ρο 


248. Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 


1250-1260. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 
καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως (?-975) 


Α. 

1250. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 17565. D. 23-26 (22) 3 mm. W. 9.77 g. Incomplete but well 
preserved imprint. 
Ed. Hopaanos, [Tpec.ae, Ne 239; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35B.15Aa; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 
623. 


1251. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17214. D. 18-22 (22) 2 mm. W. 3.78 g. Incomplete but well 
preserved imprint. The blank was smaller than the dies. 
Ed. Hopaanos. [Tpecaue, Ne 240; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35B.15Ab; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 
624. 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-o-|A€QON | RA'CITAO' | SCTPATH | POPAKH |- ? - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-o -| SIW | ANNSIIO | A'OCAPA | KINOIIS | - A - 
Λέων βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατηγ(ὸς) Θράκη(ς) (καὶ) 
Ἰωαννουπόλί(εως) ὁ Σαρακινόπουλ(ος) 


1252. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to collection of RHM-Shumen in December 
2007). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 28-28.5 (25) 3 mm. W. 10.58 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. 
Subsequently holed and broken at the opening. 

Unpublished. 


No parallels known 


Ob 


A 


Inscription of four lines: 

-o-|. CON | R'A'CIIAG'S | CTPATI | OPAKIC |- ο - 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

-o-| KC..|. NOIIOA€'| . CAPAKI |. O. 8BA' | - o- 

[Λ]έον B'(npoxo)onoa8(&piog) (καὶ) στρατι[γ(ὸς)] Θράκης kè 
[Πωα]νο(υ)πόλε(ως) [ὁ] Σαρακι[ν]ό[π]ουλ(ος) 


This specimen was struck in an unknown to date boulloterion. This fact corroborates 
the ascertainment of a longer period or more active correspondence simultaneously. 


436 





= 
E 
a 
- 
3m 
1 
E 
ri 
E 
ο 
τ 
X 
:| 
1 
a 
= 
i 
ti 
a 








1253-1257. The five specimens (recently we documented two other specimens from Preslav) were struck with 
the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Wopnanos, [Tpecaas, Νο 241-243; Jordanov, G. Names, no.35B.15B; Jordanov, Family Names, 
nos. 625-629. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-o -|+AEO | R'A'CIIAO'| SCTPAT | HTO | -o- 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
* OPA | KICSIAN | OIIOA'OCA | PAKINO | ΠΒΛΟ᾽ 
- Aéo(v) βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατηγωί(ς) Θράκις (καὶ) Ἰανοπόλί(εως) 
ὁ Σαρακινόπουλο(ς) 


D. 

1958. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17638. D. 24-26 (24) 3 mm. W. 11.30 g. Complete and well- 
preserved imprint. 
Ed Mopnanos, ITpecaae, Ne 244; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35B.15C; Jordanov, Family Names, nos. 
630. 


1259. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 250. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete 
but well preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family. Names, nos. 630A. 


1260. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of RHM-Shumen in December 
2007). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 25-26 (24) 3 mm. W.9.46 g. Well-centered and complete imprint. However 
certain letters are effaced or did not print. 

Unpublished 
The three specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
ἜΛΕΟ | R’A’CITAO’ | SCTPAT | Hr 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἜΘΡΑ | KICSIANS | HOACOCO | CAPAKIN | ΟΠΕΛ᾽ 
+ Aéo(v) β(πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) (καὶ) στρατηγὼ(ς) Θράκις (καὶ) Ἰανουπόλεος 
ὁ Σαρακινόπουλ(ος) 


1261-1265. Θεοφάνης β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ιωαννουπόλεως (705-806 of the X c.) 


1261-1264. The four specimens were struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed Wopaanos, ITIpecnae, Ne 245-248; Jordanov, G. Names. No. 35.16. 
No parallels known. 


1265. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain (Preslav ?). D. 15-28 mm, W. 3.8 g. 
Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
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1261-64.+KERO | .O’TWCO) |. 8SAWOEO .| AN'RA'C | MAO’ P’? 
1265. .K€RO|. "TOCO|. .. (0€..|. RAC]... OP 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
CTPAT | ΓΟΘΡΑ. | .SSIQIIO|A€OC | 
-.-|K€CT..| TITO ..| ANN....|OA ... 
1261-64. «-Κ(ύρυε βο[ή]θ(ει) τῷ có [δ]ούλῳ Θεο[φ]άν(ῃ) 
βπρωτο)σπαθ(ά)ρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) στρατ(η)γο Θρά(κ(η)ς] (καὶ) Ἰω(αννου)πόλεος 
1265. [+] Κ(ύρυε βο[ήθ(ευ] τῷ σῷ [δούλ]ῳ Θε[οφάν(η)] 
β(πρωτο)σ[πα]θ(ά)ρ(ίῳ) κὲ στ[ρα]τιγο [Ἰω]ανν[ουπ]όλ[εος] 


The new specimen has introduced a certain disturbance in the reading of the text. The 
obverse was undoubtedly struck with the same die as the previous four specimens. However 
the reverse is clearly different. The available letters as well as the restored missing ones 
record solely the strategos of Ἰωαννουπόλεος. How should we interpret that? Either the 
union was no longer in existence or he represented himself solely as startegos of Ioannopolis 
to a specific addressee. 


1266. Σταυράκιος β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (705-805 of the X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22938. D. 12-21 (over 20) 1.5 mm. Half ofa specimen whose surviving 
portion is erased and the image and letters are hardly visible. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Ipecaas, Ne 249; Jordanov, G. Names. no. 35.17. 
No parallels known. 


Oby. St. Michael standing, holding labarum (r. hand) and globus (1. Παπά). Incomplete circular 
inscription along border of dots: .APXI. (See 

Rev, Inscription of six lines: 
.TAV | .K'R'A'C | .SCT | .T'€.A | AN. | elk 
[+] ᾽Αρχι[σ]τ[ράτηγε β(οήθει) [Σ]ταν[ρα]κ(ίῷ) β(πρωτο)σ[παθί(αρίῳ)] (καὶ) 
στ[ρα]τ(ηγῷ) Θ{ρ]ά[κίης) (καὶ) Ἰ(ω)]αν[ουπό]λίεως) 


1267-1268. Νικηφόρος Ξιφίας β'πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (2-986) 


1267. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18512. D. 27-28 (22?) 2.1 mm. W. 11.00 g. Maybe the imprint 
was once complete but the copy is badly preserved and broken in two with a piece missing in the upper 
part. The surface is covered with thick oxides and eroded in some places. All this renders the reading 


difficult. 
Ed WopnauoB, [Tpecaae, Ne 250; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.18. 


1268. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of RHM-Shumen in December 
2007). Find-spot: disc. of Haskovo. However, Preslav is a more probable find-spot. D. 30-30 (23) 4 mm. 
W. 15.62 g. Imprint in a good state of preservation. Chipped. Weak imprint on the obverse which renders 
the reading difficult. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Incomplete circular inscription: ο... POC || . . HMI continuing in the quarters 
between arms of patriarchal cross on three steps represented in the middle O..-PQ) || 
ΚΑΙ - T.. = Σ[ταυ]ρός [ε]ημι o...po καὶ τ..... 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


1. +NIK .|DOP'. .. AJ O'SCTP.... | OPAKH.... | ANOTIOAE | 
OCOEI®E |-A .- 

2.. NIKI |. OP’A’CITA | O'SCTPATI . | OPAKHCK ..| ANQITIO . .| 
OCOEI® .|- AC- 


ἜΝικιφόρ(ος) β(πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) (καὶ) στρατι[γ(ὸς)] Θράκης κ[ὲ 
Ἰ(ω)]ανωπό[λε]ος ὁ Ξιφέας 


Doa: ᾿Αδράλεστος BP’ npwmtoonabapios καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Θράκης καὶ 
Ιωαννουπόλεως (last quarter of the X" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17262. D. 15-24 (20?) 2 mm. Low-quality imprint of which only half is 
preserved. 


Ed.WopnanoB, IIpecnae, Νο 290; Jordanov, G. Names. No. 35.19. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-o -| +AA.. | AEC... | A'CIL..| PH..| -o- 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.ΚΠ|...Π8|.....ΑΚ. | AK. |  ΑΝΟ |.A 
Ἔ᾿Αδ[ρά]λεσ[τος] (πρωτο)σπ[αθά]ρη[ος (καὶ) ἐ]κ zf ( n 5 
wol | 3 ροσώ]που [τῆς Θρ]ᾷκ 
(και) Ἰω]ανο(υ)[πό]λ(εως) ο 


246ς.Θρῴκης καὶ Δρίστρας. 
1270-1271. Δαυὶδ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Δρίστρας (1000-?) 


1270. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 115. Found in 1949 among coins from Pliska. Ὀ. 27-29 (27) 2.5 mm 
W. 9.83 g. Poor and illegible imprint, corroded. 
Ed. Macaes, ΠειατΗ, 448-450; HopnanoB, [Inucxa, Ne 13; Jordanov, G. Names. no. 35. 20a. 


1271. RHM-Silistra, no. 46. Found on the bank of the Danube by Al. Boev. Only half is preserved. D. 12-24 
mm; thickness 2.5 mm. ΠΡ 


Ed. Vopnanos,Cuaucrpa,lI, Ne 5; Jordanov, G. Names. πο. 35.200. 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Rather damaged bust of a military saint, probably St. Theodore. Visible are his bearded 


face and a spear and a shield in his hands. Badly preserved vertical inscription: 9-O 
«Ol us 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a) +.AAA’| CIITAOAP'|. .. PAT| . . A... | APICTP' 
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b) ..... ΥΠΑ... .| SCTP. .| OPA... | API... 
a+b: +[A]a(vi)d (πρωτο)σπαθάρ(ιος) (καὶ) στρατ(ηγὸς) Θρά[κης (kai) 
Δρίστρίας) 


24Ρ. Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 


1272. Πέτρος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱπποδρόμου, Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (XI" century) 


Private collection (St. Billik from Sofia). Find-spot: not specified. D. 26-26.5 mm. W. 9.374 g. Incomplete but 
well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names. no. 35. 21 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
TET.. | CHAC’. | ΠΙΤΎΤ. | KAHN. | ΚΡΙ. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
JUT | HHOAP' | .OPAK' | IMAK' | . NI’ 
Πέτ[ρος] (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) [ἐ]πὶ τ(οῦ) χρυσοτ[ρ(ι)]κλήν[ου] κρι[τ(ῆς)] [ἐ]πὶ 
τ(οῦ) ixoóp(ó)[u(ov)] Θράκί(ης) [κ(α}]ὶ Μακ(ε)[δο]νί(ας) 


1273. Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς βεστάρχης, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου, Θράκης καὶ 
Μακεδονίας (70s-80s of the XI century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 21579. D. 29.6-30 (23) 3 mm. W. 18.18 g. A complete imprint, very well- 
preserved. Nevertheless, some of the peripheral letters are slightly erased. It has been partially harmed 
with a pickaxe during its discovery by me. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Ilpeciae, Ne 251; Jordanov, G. Names, no.35D.22; Jordanov, Family. Names, 
n0o.594. 
Parallels: unpublished lead seal from Zacos, IH, see Wassiliou,Seibt, p. 44, n. 119. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion of Christ before her. On either side sigla: 
MP || OV : Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εο)ῦ. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
-*OKCR'Q'| [WRECTAP | XHKPITHTS | RHA'OPAKHC | KEMAKEAO | 
NIATOPA | ΔΗΝΩ 
+O(eotd)Ke β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰω(άννῃ) βεστάρχῃ κριτῇ τοῦ βήλ{ου), Θράκης κὲ 
Μακεδονία(ς) τῷ Ραδηνῷ 


1274. Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (XI* century) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia. Found in 1995 during archeological excavations in Silistra. D. 17-25 mm. 
Half preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names. no. 35. 23 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+KE.. | TOCO.. | AQCT... | .CHK..| T. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.PI | .OGPA | .CKAI | .K€A. | .AC 
+K(bprje [β(οή)θίει)] τῷ σῷ [500]. Στ[εφ(ά)ν(ῳ) ἀ]σηκ[ρή]τ[η] (καὶ) κ]ρι[τῇ] 
Θρά[κη]ς καὶ [Μα]κεδ[ονί]ας 


1275. Νικόλαος Ζουναρᾶς κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (last quarter, XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-35 (30) ? mm. W. 19.5 g. The depiction 
of the obverse is completely obliterated and cut. The first letters of all lines on the reverse are missing. 
Ed. Jordanov. C. Names, no. 35D.24; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 226. 
Parallels. Schlumberger, Sig., p. 162, no. 1. Now in the Hermitage (M-6044), see Wanaposckaa, 
Cpparncruka, Ne 703. In the Hermitage collection there are two other bullae of the same type (M-125; 
M-10647), see Seibt, Bleisiegel, S. 235, n.3. 


Obv. Completely obliterated surface. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
TOKCR'O'.IKOAAQ) |.PITHOPA |.ICKAIMA |.CAONIAC | ΤΦΖΟΝΙ.ΑΡΑ 
+O(eotó)ke β(οή)θ(ει) [Ν]ικαλάῳ [κ]ριτῇ Θρά[κ]ις καὶ Μα[κ]εδονίας τῷ 
Zovvapa 


25. Θρᾳκησίων 
1276. Σισίνιος χαρτουλάριος τῶν Θρακισιάνων (VIII? century) 


In my previous publication, I used a plaster cast from the collection of Prof. Τ. Gerassimov. Uncertain place of 
storage of the original. A notice on the reverse reports that the original was in possession of Dr. Haralanov. 
Currently in the Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 150. D.25-25 (24) 4.5 mm.W. 15.57 g. Incomplete 
imprint. The peripheral letters of the monogram did not print or were subsequently effaced. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.12. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (ΡΙ.[.5). In the quarters: TW-C(@) || AB-AC) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+.IC |. NNHOX |. ΡΤΟΥΛΑ | TONOPA | KICIA 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Σ]ισ[]ννήω χ[α]ρτουλαίρίφ) τῶν 
Θρακισιά(νων) 


For the difference between Θρᾳκησίων and Θρακισιάνων, see Nessbit and Oikonomides, 
DOS, 3, 1-2. 


1277. Ἰωάννης» πατρίκιος, fl'npotoona0ópioc καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν Θρᾳκησίων 
(IX -X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14700. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Develt. D. 22.5- 
24.5 mm; field 22.3 mm; thickness 4.5 mm. W. 6.80 g. A well-centered and uniform but incomplete 
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imprint. Holed twice in its upper part. 


2& 23 


Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 35.3; Jordanov,Zhekova, no. 292. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
TKCROH.....VAQO 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
WAN. | ATPIK’ R’. | ΟΠΑΘΑΡς | ΤΡΑΤΗΓΩ. | ONOPAKIC 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοή[θει τῷ σῷ δο[ύλῳ [Πωάν[η or [Μαρ]ιαν[ῷ π]ατρικ(ίῳ) 
βἸ(πρωτο)]σπαθαρ(ίφ) (καὶ) στρατηγῷ [τ]ῶν Opakno(tov) 


1278. Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης, μέγας χαρτουλάριος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ τῶν 
Θρακησίων (the 70s of the XI century) 


Unknown place of preservation. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 31-32 mm. Well-centered seal but some portions of 
the inscription are damaged or poorly printed. 
Ed. Myuimos, Fleuarn, Νο 43; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 36.1. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same boulloterion has been offered for sale at an auction in 
Zurich (see Zurich, Auction 26. 7-8 November 1994, no. 651). | 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: 
MP || OV. Inscription between two borders of dots: 
-OKECROH.. (ORC€CTAP...Cl'AAQXAPTOV' 
Rev. Inscription continues between two borders of dots: 
+KPITHTOVRHAOVKAIT@N®.A..CIOON 
In the middle, bust of St. George holding spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: ®-T-€ || (Q-P-I" 
-Θ(εοτό)κε βοή[θει Πω(άννη) βεστάρ[χη μ]εγάλῳ χαρτου(λαρίῳ) κριτῇ τοῦ 
βήλου καὶ τῶν Θ[ρ]α[κη]σίων 


1279. Ν.,.... καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν Θρᾳκησίων (IX c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15123. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 119. Find-spot: Melnitsa. D. 
14.5-25 (0) 5 mm. W. 8.34 g. Incomplete imprint. Half preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 300. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters: .. - .. || Δδ-.. 


Rev. Parts of the last two lines followed by a decoration: plant ornament (fleurons). 
TTE esses deesse TON ...|] KHCION | 


26. Insulae (Νῆσοι) 


1280-1281. Theodorus Praefectus Insularum (V"-VI" centuries) 
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1280. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 mm. Good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names. no. 37. 1. 


1281. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna, no. 480). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-22 mm. W. 9.00 g. Good 
imprint. A fragment missing. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in different boulloteria. 
Parallels: Rostovtsew-Prou, no. 825; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2928, but they were struck in a different 
boulloterion. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
1.Th |€ O80 | ROs 
2. Th€ | O60 | RO * 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
1. PRE | FECTI | INSUI 
2. PRE | FECTI | INSU Is 
Theodoros Prefecti Insularum) 


27. Ἰταλλίας 


1282. Μιχαήλ ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Ἰταλλίας (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 34. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-21 (over 21) 2 mm. W. 5.24 g. Incomplete 
imprint. Nevertheless it was additionally shaped with a blade. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Decorative cross, set within a border of dots and adroned with pelets, mounted on a ball 
from which fleurons rise to the second bar. Traces of a circular inscription : 
μον COASA' 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
* MI. | HAAN.. | HATOT.. | PIKIOOS.. | TEMA... | ΤΑΛΙ. 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ] σῷ δούλ(φ) Μι[χα]ὴλ ἀν[θυ]πάτῳ π[ατ]ρικίῳ (καὶ) 
[κα]τεπά[νω Ἰ]ταλί[α(ς)] 


Katepano of Italy bearing this name and title was reported for the years 970 and 975 
(see Falkenhausen, Untersuchen, nos. 29-30). 


28 Ἰωαννουπόλεως 


1283-1288. Κατακαλῶν βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως 
(971-?) 


A. 

1283-1285. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav 
Ed. Wopnanos, IIpecnae, Ne 252-254; Jordanov, G. Names. no. 38A.1a-c. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 
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Ob». In the middle, ©; eight rays focus on it; the lower extremities of four rays are engraved 
with small spheres and the other four rays with arrows upwards. The higher extremities 
are engraved with letters consisting of the invocation: -KCROT()CON. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KATA | ΚΑΛΟΒ ΑἸ CIIAG'SC | TPATIHA | N8IIOA' 

ΣΘ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Κατακαλὸ(ν) βἴπρωτο) σπαθ(αρίῳ) 
(καὶ) στρατι(γῷ) Ἠ(ω)ανουπόλ(εος) 


Β. 
[286. Private collection. Probably originates from Preslav. D. 29-31 mm. Incomplent imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names. no. 38A.1d. 


1287-1288. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed Vopaanos, I7pecaae, Ne 255-256; Jordanov, G. Names. no. 38Ba-b. 


1288A. 

Archaeological Museum Preslav, field no. 30367. Found in the course of regular archaeological excavations 
around the building of the archives of the strategos of Preslav, sector Northwest, square 27, depth 1.40 m, 
on 24" September 2008. D. 20-27 (?) 3 mm. Fragment of what was once a good imprint. 

Unpublished 
The four specimens were struck with the same low dies as the preceding four specimens. 
No parallels known. 


Oby, Pentagram; in the middle, small sphere; at the top of every ray, similar sphere; in each 
field between the rays, other five spheres. 
Rev. Inscription as last, struck with the same die: 
+KATA | KAAOR'A!| ΟΠΑΘς | TPATIHA | ΝΘΠΟΛ᾽ 
αἷς x ae Pe Ὁ ον. ΠΗ” 


The three specimens were struck with the same low dies as the preceding four specimens. 
No parallels known. 


1289-1290. Πέτρος fnpotoona8ópioc καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως (970s) 


1289-1290. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. ορπαηθβ, [Ipecaag, Νο 257-258; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 38.2 a-b. 


1291. Private collection. Probably it has been taken out of Preslav. D. 23-26.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 38.2 c. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


——— 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Circular inscription 
along border of dots:+KEROHOEITWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
IICTP | OR'A'CIIA | ΘΞΟΤΡΑ | ΤΙΓΩΙΑ. |. δΠΟΛ᾽ 
+ Κώρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Πέτρο βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (kai) στρατιγῷ 
Ἰωα[νν]ουπόλί(εως) 
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28Α. Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου 


1292-1310A. Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου (?- 975) 


Α. 
1292-1304. The thirteen specimens were struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Νο 259-271; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 38a.3; Jordanov, Family Names, 
nos.604-616. | 
. No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
ooo | - A€ON | R'A'CIIAG'S | CTPATIT"| IQANSII | OA’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ooo | -SAOP | OCTOAO | OCAPAK | INOIIVA 
+ Λέον β(πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) (καὶ) στρατιγ(ὸς) Ἰωανουπόλ{εως) (καὶ) 
Δοροστόλο(υ ) ὁ Σαρακινόπυλ(ος) 


Β 


1305-1310: The six specimens were struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecias, Νο 272-277; Jordanov, G. Names, 38B.3; Jordanov, Family Names, nos. 
617-623. 


1310A. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav, sector C. square 16. Found 
in the course of archaeological excavations under the supervision of T. Mihailova (22. 06. 2005). D. 14- 
27 mm. Half preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 623A. 
The seven specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The letters are arranged in the same way as in the last thirteen but they are imprinted 
with a different die. Perhaps the last thirteen are copied or vise versa. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ooo | -SAOP | OCTOAO | OCAPAKI | NOIIVA 


29. Καπαδοκίας 


1311-1312. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Καπαδοκίας (end of thr X^ 
century) 


The two specimens were struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopnanob, /Tpecaae, Νο 2782-6; Jordanov, G. Names. No. 39.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Circular inscription 
along border of dots:. ROHOEITWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+KONC | IIA'KC. | .AIIAA. | KIAC 
[+ K(ópue ] βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κονστ(α)[ν(τίνῳ)] πατ(ρικίῳ) κ(ὲ) 
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στ[ρ(ατηγῷ) Κ]απαδ[ο]κίας 


W. Seibt (BZ, 98, 5. 132) assumes that the name of the strategos was Kontostephanos, 
but this is only a whim of a possible reading. 


30. Κερασοῦντος 


1313. Κοσμᾶς ἀπο ὑπάτων καὶ γενικὸς κομμερκιάριος Κερασοῦντος (689-690) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 20. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul 7). D. 26-33 (27) 4 mm, W. 17. 76 g. 
Incomplete imprint not only because the blank was too small for the die. Some of the letters were effaced 
later. 

Ed. ΜΥΗΙΜΟΒ. l/euamu, Ne 24; Jordanov, G. Names. no. 40. 1 
Parallels: YTanaeuko, Karanor Ne 403. 


Obv. The emperor (Justinian II) standing frontally, beardless, wearing a crown and chlamys 
and holding a globus cruciger (τ. hand) and a scepter cross (l. hand). Portion of letter 
P, onr. = [CIvéikziv)] γ᾽. Circular inscription above the head of the emperor on I: 
αρα νο NIKS τ. l 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ΜΙ M€PKIA | ΡΙΒΑΠΟ |..KHCK |.P.C. | ... 
+ Koo[u& ἀπο ὑπάτων καὶ γε]νικοῦ [κο]μμερκιαρίου ἀπο[θή]κης 
Κ[ε]ρ[α]σ[οῦντος] 


The dating and attribution of the toponym was a problem for publishers concerned with 
the reading of the text. B. Panchenko read the toponym as ᾽Αγκύρας and suggested that 
the seal could be generally dated to the VII" century. N. Mushmov sought some similarity 
between the emperor presented and Constance II (641-668). G. Zacos (Seals, I, p. 147, n. 
2) seems to have proposed the most acceptable dating and toponym considering the known 
seals of Kosmas and his mandates in various kommerkiarios including Mesembria (see 
Jordanov, G. Numes, p. 118). 


31. Κιβεριώτων 
1314. Νικηφόρος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν Κιβεριοτῶν (IX" century) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia. Submitted to the museum by the police. D. 24.5-28.5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint and poorly-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 41.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. L5). In the quarters: ..-.. || A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
σα ΦΟΡΟ. | ΠΑΘ5ς. | .THI’TW. | KIBVP' 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ] δούλῳ Νικηφόρο [β᾽σ]παθ(αρίφ) (καὶ) 
σ[τρ(α)]τηγ(ῷ) τῶ[ν] Κιβυρ(ιοτῶν) 
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32. Λογγοβαρδίας 


1315. Στέφανος Σερβλίας β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας 
(XI® century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14375. Purchased from Bogomil Alexandrov from Shumen. Found by Yanko Todorov from 
Shumen near the village of Dobri Dol, district of Plovdiv. D. 28-28 mm; field 27 mm; thickness 3.5 mm. 
W. 14.61 g. Incomplete imprint. Some fragments are broken. The illegible imprint and unusual filling 
render the reading of the text difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 23; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 45.1; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 645. 
No direct parallels. 


Obv. St. George standing, holding a long spear (r. hand), |. hand set on a shield resting on the 
ground and a sword on chest over back. Vertical inscription in two columns: 
-P-€-Q-P || F-1-O-C : [Ὁ ἄ(γιος)] Γεώργιος. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

-+-| KOVMEP | KIAP'A.TTI|.PA'R'A'CIIA | ΘΑΡΟΤΕΦΑΙ.ΟΟΕΡΕΛΙΑΟ 
+ Κουμμερκιάρ(ιος) A[o]vyuBoa]p8(toc) β(πρωτο)σπαθάρ(ιος) Στέφα[ν(ος)] ὁ 
XepfA(Qag 


33. Μακεδονίας 


1316-1318. N., β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX" century) 


1316. RHM-Haskovo. Found near the village of Izvorovo, district of Haskovo, in the Kaleto locality. D. 21-21 
mm; field (?); thickness 4 mm. Incomplete imprint especially on the obverse. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.1a 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. [.21). In the quarters: 
7 CQ Il.. -AQ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
aud | OR'CII.. | SCTPA.. |l'MAK.. ON.. 
+ Χριστέ βοήθει [τῷ] σῷ [δού]λῳφ........ o β᾽σπ[αθ(αρίφ)] (καὶ) στρα[τη]γ(ῷ) 
Μακ[εδ]ον[ία(ς)] 


1316A. RHM- Haskovo, πο 119. Found during archaeological excavations near the village of Izvorovo, district 
of Haskovo, in the Kale area, at the entrance tower in 2007. D. 25-25 (0) 3.4 mm. Specimen in a poor state 
of preservation, open along the channel, fragment broken. 
Unpublished 


1317. RHM-Yambol. Found in the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district of Elhovo. D. 22-23 mm; 


field (22 7) mm; thickness 4.5 mm. Incomplete imprint, as above. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.1b. 


1318. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably near the previous. D. 21-23 mm. Incomplete imprint, 


as above. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.1c. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. L5). In the quarters: 
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TO- CQ || A8-A@ 


Rey. Inscription of five lines: 


1316A ..... Mcr |. CTP.. | PMA... |.. BAC 
DT. aas | OR'CIIA . | SCTPAT | I'MAKC . | ONI.. 
1318 — aun |. . CHAO |.CTPAT| . MAKEA|ON... 


+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ει) [τῷ σ]ῷ [δού]λῳ........ o β᾽σπα[θ(αρίφ)] (καὶ) 
στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) Μακεδονία(ς) 


1319. Θεόκτιστος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (mid-IX" 
century) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-29 mm. Incomplete imprint with missing letters. Very well 
preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl.I.5). In the quarters: 
..-CQ) || ..-AQ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+0 O. | .HCTOB'.. | SCTPAT'M. | KCAONIA 
Ἔθ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ει) [τῷ] oo [δού]λῳ Θεο[κτ]ήστῳ βΊ(πρωτο)σπα(θαρίῳ)] 
(καὶ) στρατ(ηγῷ) Μ[α]κεδονία(ς) 


1320. N., πατρίκιος, β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX^ 
century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14783. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24- 
29.5 (28?) 4 mm. W. 18.38 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was larger than the diameter of the die. A 
deep scar by corrosion on the reverse. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters: .()-.. || A8-.. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
T | JIATPI | .A'CIIAO | CTPATH | MAKE | .ONI. 
ἙΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ει) [τ]ῷ [σῷ] δού[λῳ ......... Ἰπατρι[κ(ίῳ) p^] 
(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [(xai)] στρατη(γῷ) Μακε[δ]ονί[α(ς)] 


1321. Λέων β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (LX"-X" c.) 


Archeological base, Develt, πο. 90. Found during archeological excavations in the kommerkion from its 
second period in sector I-III, sq. 77. D. 19-20 mm; field 19 mm; thickness 3 mm. Blank too small for die. 
Incomplete imprint, perhaps due to weak pressing. 

Ed ορπαηοβ, /Ieeenm, Ne 56; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.4 
No parallels known. 


448 














nU 





Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Between two borders of dots circular inscription: ........ 
(CA... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
* ACON | T'R'A'CITA | Θ᾽ SCTPA | T.PT'MAK | AONT 
[+K(dpve βοήθει τ]ῷ σῷ δ[ούλφ]λέωντ(ι) B'(xpoo)onaO(o)[p(Lo) (καὶ 
στρατ[η]γ(ῷ) τ(ῆς) Μακ[ε]δωνί(ας) 


1322. Κωνσταντῖνος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X™ 
century) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-26 (26) 4 mm. W.15.5 g. Incomplete 
imprint. In a poor state of preservation. Holed and torn at the hole. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.5. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A monogram (PI. 1.17) containing the invocation Κύριε which is continued between 
the two dotted circles: ROHOEITWC.... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-K.CTIANT.A'CII | AO'S.TPAT | HrOLAK€ | LAC 
t Kopie βοήθει τῷ σ[ῷ δούλῳ] Κ[ων]σταντ(ίνῳ) [βΎ(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
[σ]τρατηγ(ῷ) [Μ]ακε[δονί]ας) 


1323-1324. Σωτήριχος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X* century) 


1323. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete imprint with missing letters. Very well 
preserved specimen. 
Ed, Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.6a 


1324. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 mm. W. 11.30 g. Three quarters 
of the specimen are preserved. Poorly preserved surface. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 46.60 
No parallels known. 
Unfortunately, I do not have an illustration of the first specimen so as to find out whether they belong to 
an identical die. The first two lines evidently coincide. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters: TO-CO || A8-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
1323.+CWT. | PIXON. | TP'SCT. | MAKE.. | .AC 
1324. - CO) .H | PIXOUM...| C..K€.. | N.. 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Σωτ(η)ρίχῳ π[α]τρ(ικίῳ) (καὶ) στ[ρ(ατηγῷ) 
Μακε[δονί]ας 


1325. Γουδέλιος 7 β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X"-XI" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 11. Found during archeological excavations in the Selishte locality near 
Preslav, the so-called “Gragdanski complex", sq. G?, depth 0.30 m, on 5th May 1974. D. 19-24 mm; field 
about 22.5 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Struck off-center probably because of looseness of 


449 





the boulloterion. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.7 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Fragment of a patriarchal cross with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription: 


along border of dots: .......... AOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
TOV. | .AIOCR’. | CHA©’SCT | .ATIT’MA | .€AON. |.. 
[-]Γου[δέ]λιος βΊἸ(πρωτο)]σπαθίάριος) (koi) στ[ρ]ατηγ(ὸς) Μα[κ]εδον[ίας] 


1326. Θεοφύλακτος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X"-XI' c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably Preslav. D. 25-30 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.8 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: ; 
+KER’. | ΘΕΟΦ. | AAKTOII | SCTPA. | .rO.OWN | MAK 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)[θίει) Θεοφ[υ]λάκτο π[ατ(ρικίῳ)] (καὶ) στρα[τη]γῷ [τ]ῶν 
Μακ(εδόνων) 


1327. Ἰσαάκιος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (XI™ century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav. no. 17094. D. 23-25 (22) 2 mm. W. 9.10 g. Incomplete imprint, the peripheral 
letters are missing. The surface is weil preserved. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεστας, Ne 279; Jordanov, G. Names. no. 46.9 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription along 


border of dots:........ WCWA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+HCA. | ΠΑΤΡ.. | SCTPA. |.ΓΜΑΚ. | AO. 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τ]ῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Ἠσα[κ(ίῳ)] πατρ[ικ(ίφ)] (καὶ) στρα[τη]γ(ῷ) 
Μακ[ε]δο[ν(ίας) 


1328. Ῥωμανὸς πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X" century) 


RHM-Silistra, not inventoried, Found during archeological excavations in the same town in 1998. D. 29-29 
mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.10. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore ? standing, holding a long spear (τ. hand), |. hand on shield resting on the 
ground. Inscription on |. and r., almost effaced: ...|| -€ ... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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ΡΩΜΑ | NWIATP | IKIQSC | TP'TT'M | .KEA 
* Ῥωμανῷ πατρικίῳ (kai) στρ(α)τ(η)γ(ῷ) Μ[α]κε(δονίας) 


1329-1332. Ῥωμανὸς ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X^ 
century) 


1329. RHM-Shumen, no. 14824/1. Formerly in the collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: 
Preslav. D. 25-26 (24) 2.5 mm.W. 7.46 g. Superb state of preservation but incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.11a. 


1330. RHM-Shumen, no. 14824/2. Formerly in the collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: 
Preslav. D. 24.5-24.5 (0) 3 mm.W. 7.92 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 46.11b. 


1331. RHM-Shumen, no. 14730/5. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
23-25 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Poorly preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.11c. 


1332. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-29 mm. Incomplete imprint. Poorly 
preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 46.11d. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing, holding a long spear (r. hand), l. hand on a shield resting on the 
ground. Inscription in two columns: Ο-Α-Γ- || O-€-O-A-.. Traces of the invocation 
around the image: +K ROHOI-TWC(W).... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

1329 |.. (0M. | .CANOGV |.. ΠΑΤΡΙΚ5 | ΟΤΡΑΤΙΓΜ | AKCAON |. +. 
1330 |. POM .| .. ANOV |.. . ATPIK'. | ... ATIM | . KCAON |. :. 
1331 |... . | ... NOV |.. IIATPIK' . |. TPATIIT'M| .. €AON |. :. 
1332 |.. (0MA| ... ANOV | .. HATPIK'S| CTPATII’M | . KEAON | 

[+] Pwualvo]e ἀνθύ[π(ά)τ(ος)] πατρίκ(ιος) (καὶ) στρατιγ(ὸς) Μακεδον(ίας) 


1333. N., β'πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X"-XI" century) 


Private collection (St. Billik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.12 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (I. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-N I ||K-O-A' Circular inscription along border 
of dots: -AU'NIK'ROH ........ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ΑΛ. | ICR'A'CIIA | OQ'SCTPATH |.MAKEAQ | HAC 
+ “Ay(te) Νικ(όλαε) βοή[θει τῷ σῷ δούλφ]..αλ..ις β(πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφ) (καὶ) 
στρατηγ(ῷ) Μακεδω[ν]ήας 
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1334. N., βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 
(X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15077. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 73. Find-spot: Strandzha 
region, probably Melnitsa? D. 13-25 (20) 2 mm. W. 3.14 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 306. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Fragment of a patriarchal cross with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription 


along border of dots: .......... AOV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
£x ud un | CIAO. ....| HITOXP... |AINOK€C ..]...MAK€A |. 


[-K(opue βοήθει τῷ σῷ] δού[λῳ βϊπρωτο)]σπαθ[αρίῳ ἐ]πὶ το(ῦ) 
χρ(υσο)[τρικ]λίνο(υ) kè σ[τρατ(ηγῷ)] Μακεδ(ωνίας) 


1335. Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 
(X c.) 


Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 2148. Find-spot: Pomone (ancient Anchialo). D.23-25 (24.) 2.5 mm. W. 7.44 
g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. Parts of the dies remained outside the blank. A whole field did 
not print on the reverse. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons. Between two border of dots beginning at top, circular 
inscription: ...... TOCOAO ... 

Rey. Inscription of six or seven lines: 
T | O.HKOII. |..AOAPIQ). |... TOXPVCOT. | . INOKECTP. |..ΓΟΜΑ. ΔΟ | NI.. 
[*K(opue β(οή)θ(ει)]το oo δο[ύλο...... (πρωτο)σπ]αθαρίῳ) K(ai) ἐπὶ το(ῦ) 
χρυσοτ[ρικ(λ)ίνο(υ) kè στρ[ατη]γο Μα[κε]δονί[ας] 


The reading is rendered difficult due to the incomplete and poorly-preserved text. The 
proper name of this strategos of Macedonia constitutes the main problem. 


1336. Δοβρυνος or Δοβρυλος N., στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (ΧΙ century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14616. Purchased from Emil Kossev from Shumen. Find-spot: Nadarevo, disc. of 
Targovishte. D. 23-25 (20?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. The relief of the letters is half-erased which 
makes them unclear thus rendering the reading of the text entirely problematic. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.13. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of indeterminate bishop saint with nimbus and beard. The ending of his name 
visible at r.: I-(). Traces probably of the invocative inscription visible around the 
image. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

AORPV. | CTPATI. |. AKCA... |. AAPA .. 
Δοβρυ[ν.] στρατη[γ(ῷ) Μ]ακεδ[ον(ίας) τῷ] Aópa .... 
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1337. Ἰωάννης β) σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μακεδονίας (last quarter 
of the IX" century) 


Archeological base, Develt, no.156. Found during archeological excavations of the kommerkia from its second 
period, sector I-III. sq. 41, depth 0.75 m. D. 11-21 mm; field 20? mm; thickness 2 mm. Originally good 
imprint but some portions of it are out of the blank. At the present moment only half of it is preserved. 
Broken along the line of the channel. 

Ed. Viopaanob, /[eee1m, Ne o 57; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.14 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Between two borders of 
dots, fragment of invocation: +OK€......... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
NN | .....O’KA | ..AT'S€ | ..OCOIIO | . AKEA’ 
-Θ(εοτό)κε [βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳἸωά]νν[ῃ β᾽σπα]θ(αρο)κα[νδιδ]άτ(ῳ) (καὶ) 
&[k πρ]οσόπο[υ Μ]ακεδ(ονίας) 


1338. Θεόφιλος πρωτονοτάριος Μακεδονίας (mid-IX" century). 


RHM-Kurdzhali. Discovered during excavations in the Perperek fortress. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.15 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl.I.8). In the quarters: . -CŒ || A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
© OQI | AQ.NO. | APMAK. | AONHA 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει [τ]ῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοφίλῳ [(πρωτο)]νο[τ]αρ(ίῳ) or 
[β]νο[τ]αρ(ίῳ) Μακ[ε]δονήα 


33A. Μακεδονίας καὶ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 


1339, Στέφανος πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, καὶ πραίτωρ Μακεδονίας καὶ 
᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (third quarter of the ΧΙ century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found during archeological excavations in the monastery of Patleyna near 
Preslav in the summer of 1990. D. 15-20 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. A fragment about a quarter. 
Originally good imprint and well-preserved surface. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 46.16 

Parallels. Mordtmann Ἐὐρώπης c. 86. Gorny ὅς Mosch Auction 156, 5 March 2007. Lot number: 
2543. Struck in the same boulloterion. This specimens makes possible the deciphering of the seal from 
Preslav. 


Obv. Inscription of six lines: 
"ET | TOC... | TOC... | .TE®@... | ΠΡΙΠ...| πως... 
Rev. Obv. Inscription of six lines: 
vies | uu. | KEAO | ...SAAPI | ..HOAC | -.C- 
[ή-Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σ[ῷ 8090.9) Σ]τεφ[άνῳ] π(ατ)ρήκίῳ) π[ραι]πωσ[ίτῳ 
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βέστῃ (καὶ) πραίτωρι Μα]κεδο[νίας] (καὶ) ᾿Αδρι[ανου]πόλε[ω]ς 


34. Μεσημβρίας 


1340. ᾽Αλέξιος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (X 
century), 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22131. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 20-26 (20?) 3 mm. W. 7.50 g. The imprint 
is not complete and is broken in two with a fragment missing. 
Ed. WopnauoB, ITpeczae, Ne 280; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 47.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Along border of dots, circular inscription: 
+KEROHOEITO...OVAM 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+AAGE.. | R.IIAO'K. | NNSKAICS | PAP.MECH | M.IAC 

*K(opus βοήθει τῷ [σῷ δ]ούλῳ ᾿Αλεξ[ίῳ] β]σ]παθ(αρο)κ[α]νδ(ιδάτῳ) (καὶ) 

κλισουράρ[χ(η)] Μεσημ[βρ]ίας 





1341. Βασίλεος ? β)σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 
(IX"-X" centuries) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14525. Donation from Dimitar Yordanov from Shumen. Find-spot: uncertain, probably 
Preslav. D. 15-23 mm. Half of originally good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, C. Names, no. 47.2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Between two borders of dots, inscription: 
πο ()CO)AOVA. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
CI. | CHA | ...OKANA | ..IC8PX | ..CEMP | 
[-K(ópue βοήθει τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ Βα]σι[λείῳ βἸσπα[θαρ]οκανδ(ιδάτῳ) [(καὶ) 
κλ]ισουρ(ά)ρχ(η) [Με]σεμ(β)ρ(ίας) 


1342. Γεώργιος BP’ σπαθάριος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (IX'^-X'^ centuries) 


Archeological base, Develt, πο. 148. Found during geodetic works in the kommerkia, sector D-II, sq. 18/18; 
23/28 or 33/38. D. 23-25 (20) 3 mm.W. 8.75 g. Very good imprint, well-preserved. 
Ed. Mopaauos. /Jesexm, Ne 58; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 47.3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along border of dots, 
circular inscription: + KEROHOITWCWAS8A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΓΕΩΡΓ IOR'CIIAO' | K KAHCOVP | HAPX.MEC | €MRP. 
ἜΚ(ύρυε βοήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Γεωργίῳ β᾽σπαθ(αρίῳ) κ(αὶ) 
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κλησουρηάρχ[ῃ] Μεσεμβρ[ίας) 


1343. Παγκράτιος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας καὶ 
κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (X* century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 664, Found in the area of the Southern Gate of the Inner City of Preslav. 
D. 20-20.5 (18) 2.2 mm. W. 5.50 g. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint. The end letters are missing. 
Ed.Wopnanos, IIpecaae, Ne 281; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 47.4. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with a star in each upper quarter; fleurons rising from 
base. Along border of dots, circular inscription:... HOEITWCWOAOVAM 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ἜΠΑΚΡ | AT'R'A'CIIAO | IIT METE. | .P'SKAH.. | IAPXM.. | ..RPIA. 
[* K(ópue βο]ήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Πακρατ(ίῳ) βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [ἐ]πὶ 
τ(ῆς) μεγ(άλης) ἐ[τε]ρ(είας) (καὶ) κλει[σουρ]ιάρχ(ῃ) Μ[εσημ]βρία[ς] 


1944-1345. Νικόλαος β’πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μεσημβρίας (X c) 


1344. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 mm. Complete imprint in a good state 
of preservation. 
Unpublished. 


1345. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, field no. 60. Found during excavations of the Ruler's Church in the 
Inner City of Preslav, Southeastern sector, square 289, depth 0.35 m on 6^ July 2006. D. 27-30 (over 27) 
3 mm. W. 12. 12 g. Folded imprint which renders the reading difficult. The reading offered below is on 
the basis of a better preserved specimen which | examined from the collection of NHM in Sofia. 
Unpublished 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base up to second traverse 
bar. From circular inscription:........ EITWCWA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
1344. +NIK | OAAQR’A’| ΟΠΑΘΟΤ | PATT"M€ | CIMRPY 
1345. - NIK | OAAQR'A'| CIHAO'S ..| PATT'M.| .. ΜΕΡΙ 
[+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθ]ει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) Νικολάῳ βἴπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ 
[στ]ρατ(η)γ(ῷ) Μ[εσι]μβρί(ας) 


These two seals attest to a new unknown to date fact of the administration of Mesembria, 
when the town had the rank of strategia. There is no information exactly when it was 
established. 

The dating of the seals is generally in the last quarter of the Xth c. It could be assumed 
that the town was within the boundaries of Byzantium before the year 971 as well thus 
rendering problematic the determination of the exact date of receipt of the correspondence 
of this strategos in Preslav. The one possibility is the year 971 which would mean that he 
took part in the Tzimiskes military campaign in eastern Bulgaria in the same year. A dating 
before 971 is also possible which would render difficult the explanation to whom in Presalv 
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he wrote. But the same problem concerns the seals of kleissourarchai of Mesembria from the 
IXth-Xth centuries found in Preslav. 


1346. Βλαδτζερτης | Βαλατζέρτης μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας (the 
605-705 of the ΧΙ century) 


RHM-Sliven, no.216. Found during excavations of the stronghold near the village of Zlati voivoda, district of 
Sliven, on the embankment of the citadel on 20" August 1993; sq. 69/3; depth 0. 20 m. D. 27-27 mm; field 
23 mm; thickness 4 mm. Very well imprinted and excellently preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 47.5. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
-KCR'O'| THOCWAS | AWRAAA | TZEPT |- H- 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
MATIC | TPOSKA | ΤΕΠΑΝΩ | MECHRPI | - AC - 
+K(dpr)e β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βλαδτζέρτη / Βαλατζέρτῃ μαγίστρῳ (καὶ 
κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας 


For the first time in this publication I have an illustration of an imprint in a fairly good 
state of preservation, and the question of the name of this katepano of Mesembria can again 
be open for discussion. According to the publisher of the first specimen (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 
1059) the name is Βλαδτζέρτης. According to W. Seibt who has worked with the original 
the name is Βαλατζέρτης (see Seibt, Geographie Bulgarians, no. 6). The following letters 
are visible in the illustration of our specimen: the first letter is R, the second is not very 
clear, but it could be A or A. The third is undoubtedly A, and the fourth is A. There are no 
differences in the next line. The possible readings are Βααλτζέρτης or Βλαλτζέρτης 


1347. N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου kai ἀναγραφεὺς 
Μεσημβρίας ὁ ἄνθροπος τοῦ βασιλέος (ΧΙ century). 


Private collection (Ivan Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: the village of Melnitsa, district of Elhovo. Dim. 28-29 
mm. Weakly imprinted, cracked and holed in the centre due to corrosion. All this renders its text difficult 
to read. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 56: Jordanov, G. Names, no. 47.6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
— | .P'ANCIHT. | PKA’SAN. | PPA®.. ECH | .PIA'O |. NGCT. | RACI 
[-...σπαθα]ρ(οκαν)δ(υ)δ(ᾶτος) ἐπὶ [τ(οῦ) Χρί(υσοτρι)]γκλ(ίνου) (καὶ) 
ἀν[α]γραφ[ε(ὺς) Μ]εση[μβ]ρία(ς) ὁ [ἀ]νθίροπος) τ[οῦ] βασι(λέος). 


35. Μεσοποταμίας 


1348. Ν.,...... καὶ στρατηγὸς Μεσοποταμίας (IX"-X' c.) 
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RHM-Haskovo. Found in the stronghold near the village of Izvorovo, district of Haskovo. D. 17.7-17.8 (17) 
5.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. More than half of the blank is out of the die. Well preserved specimen. 
Ed.Vopnauos, Mapuna-H3rok, Ne 5; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 48.1. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of invocative cruciform monogram. In the quarters:..-..||. S- AC) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
m |. | SCTP. | .€COTIO. | MHA 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ δ]ούλῳ ........ (καὶ) στρ(α)[τ(ηγῷ) 
Μ]εσοπο[τα]μία(ς) 


The dating of the specimen according to the paleography of some of the letters and its 
whole appearance is not later than the IX" century. The seal probably belonged to one of the 
first strategoi of Mesopotamia. It 15 interesting that the correspondence from the strategos 
of Macedonia was also received in the same stronghold at the same time (see no. 1316- 
1316A). 


1349. Μιχαὴλ βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Μεσοποταμίας (10605-10705) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 24644. D. 23-25 (20) 3 mm, 12.40 g. Although the imprint 1s complete, 
it was made on the lower part of the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Ipeczae, Ne 282; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 48.2. 
Parallels: Two specimens are known to have been struck with the same die: Schlumberger, Inedits, V, 
no. 213; Nesbitt-McGeer-Oikonomides, DOS, 4, no. 55.9. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+KERO | HOEITO |COAOVM | RECTAP | XOV 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o - | KEKATE | ΠΑΝΟΜΕ | ΠΑΝΟΜΕ | COIIOT | MIAC 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει το co δούλ(ῳ) Μιχ(αὴλ) βεστάρχου KE κατεπάνο 
Μεσοποτ(α)µίας 


1350-1352. N., β)σπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μεσοποταμίας (Χ3 cent.) 


1350. RHM-Haskovo, πο. 1228. Found during archeological excavations in the summer of 1977 in the Assaria 
locality near the town of Simeonovgrad on the northern slope of the stronghold of Constantia. D. 23.5-25 
(?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Big portions are out of the blank. 
Ed. VWopaanos, Mapuua-VH3rok, Ne 7; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 48.3a. 


1351.RHM-Shumen, no. 14784. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 
25-28 (27?) 3 mm. W. 8.58 g. Incomplete imprint. Big portions are out of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 48.3b. 


1352. RHM-Shumen, no. 15066. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 62. Find-spot: fortress 
south of Dedovo, Plovdiv region. D. 24-27 (? ) 3 mm. W. 8.74 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of 
preservation. The diameter of the dies was larger than that of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 310. 


1352A. RHM-Haskovo. Found during archaeological excavations on the land of the village of Izvorovo, 
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Haskovo region, the Kale locality, square N18, depth 0.30 m in the humus, on 26" August 2008. D. 25-27 
mm. W. 8. 39 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. Large portion of the dies did not print 
despite the large blank. 

Unpublished 


Obv. Portion of invocative cruciform monogram. In the quarters: TW-C. || .8-AQ 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


1350  ... | .. OR' . .. J.APIO .. |IIPOCO. |.M€CO. | .... 

135]. .... |..ΟΚ ΟΠ. |.. PIQ...|. POC...| M€... 

3S2 “κω |..OR’CH. | .APIO ... |. POCHO. | MECON 

1352A  .... |.. OR'CII. |. APIOSC€.|. POCIT.. | ME... 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει xo σ[ῷ δ]ούλῳ ...... o β᾽ σπ[αθ]αρίῳ [(καὶ) ἐκ π]ροσόπο[υ] 
Μεσοπ[οτ(αμίας)] 


[t is impossible to. decipher the homonym because of the incomplete imprint. It is 
interesting that on the three surviving specimens the last letter () is preserved. With the new 
specimen from Dedovo, Plovdiv region, the reading of the toponym is more certain. 

The owner of the seal was ἐκ προσώπου of Mesopotamia but what was his position? 
Either he substituted the titular strategos, or the seal reflected an earlier period when 
Mesopotamia was not a theme and ἐκ προσώπου was actually a strategos of the smaller 
theme according to the opinion of Oikonomides (Oikonomides, Listes, p. 342). 


1353-1355. Λέων β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης Μεσοποταμίας (X^ 
century) 


1353. RHM-Shumen, no. 12340/4. Purchased from Alexander Boev from Silistra. Found in Silistra. D. 25-25 
mm: field 29 mm; thickness 0.9 mm. W. 1.67 g. Very clear imprint. All details of the image and text can 
be seen. The blank is too thin and we do not see a channel for the string. The periphery of the imprint was 
cut with scissors. Α fragment is broken, about a third of the imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 48.4a. 


1354. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.160. In my previous publication I used a plaster cast preserved 
in the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov. A note on the reverse informs that the original was in Dr. V. 
Haralanov's collection from Shumen. D. 18-19 (?) 2 mm. W. 3.03 g. The imprint is complete but weak 
and a little effaced. Moreover, it is struck off-center and shaped later. Probably comes from Silistra, as the 
other specimens in Dr. V. Haralanov's collection. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 48.4b. 


1355.Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.179. Find-spot: Silistra. From Dr. Haralanov's collection. D. 20-20 
mm. Well-centered and complete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael in imperial vestments holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus 
cruciger (l. hand). Along border of dots circular inscription: .....TO)CO)A' 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
1353. - A€ | ON'R'CII. | ΘΚΑΝΔΔ’. | TSPMAPX’ | MECI 
1354. +A .| ON'R'CIL | €'KANAA' . | ΤΒΡΜΑΡΧ᾽ | MEC'II 
1355. - A€ |JON'R'CIIA | O’KANAA’S | TSPMAPX’ | MECI 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Λέωνίτι) β’σπ[α]θ(αρο)κανδ(ι)δ(ίάτῳ) 
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[καὶ] τουρμάρχ(η) Μεσίο)π(οταμίας) 


The discovery of three specimens of the seals of Leo tourmarches of Mesopotamia 
raises the question about the possible recipient in Dristra. This private question 1s connected 
with another more general one regarding the discovery of the seals of theme Mesopotamia 
in the Bulgarian lands. Seals of a strategos and three ek prosopou were found on the territory 
of modern Bulgaria and mainly in the southeastern part. All are dated to the second half of 


the IXth c. The traditional explanation in such cases is that the armies of this theme were 


dispatched on a joint expedition to the Balkans and its titulars exchanged correspondence 
with the local garrisons. However, the large number of the seals is impressive and attests 
to a regular correspondence and not a casual one. Another interesting fact is that seals of 
other eastern themes with one or two exceptions are absent from the territory of modern 
Bulgaria. For example those of kommes of Opsikion (see Jordanov, G. Names, no.56 la- 
b). Thus the impression is that only the armies of theme Mesopotamia sojourned here, which 
is not logical. This and other arguments gave Seibt grounds to propose the hypothesis that 
theme Mesopotamia was established after 800 not in Asia Minor but in the Balkans in the 
territory to the west of Adrianoupolis and the east of Thessalonike with two administrative 
and military centers Constantia and Philippopolis. While the popular theme Mesopotamia | 
located in the lands to the east of Euphrates, according to the same author, was established in 
the early Xth c. (Seibt, Mesopotamia, 100-112). Even if this seems far-fetched at the present 
state of research, it provides the occasion to think again on the question of the reason for the 
discovery of seals bearing the name of this theme in the Bulgarian lands. 


36. Μιτυλήνης 
1356. Ἰωάννης N., κριτῆς καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ Μιτυλήνης (ΧΙ century) 


Private collection (Ivan Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa. Dim. 17- 
19 mm. Weak and illegible imprint, which renders its reading difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 32; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 49.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla : ..|| OV. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
OKE..|. WKPIT. | ΚΑΙΜΕΓΑ. | ΚϑΡΑΤΩΡ. | MITVAHN. | T.KAHA. 
[+] Θ(εοτό)κε [β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰ]ω(άννῃ) κριτ[ῇ] καὶ μεγά[λ(ῳ)] κουράτωρῄι] 
Μιτυλήν[η(ς .....] 


37. Μογλενῶν 


1357. Ἰωσὴφ Μανιάκης τουρμάρχης τῶν Μογλενῶν (XI" century) 


RHM-Stara Zagora, no. 10C3-1. Find-spot: in the town. D. 26-29 mm; field 25 mm; thickness 4 mm. Good 
imprint but on the reverse slightly doubled because of the slipping of the blank. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Bepoe, Ne 6. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 50.1 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (l. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-NI-KO || A-AO-C 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
-o- |-ICOCHO | TSPMAP | ΧΤΩΝΜΟ | ΓΛΕΝ(Ν | TOMANI | AKH 
*'Ioono τουρμάρχ(η) τῶν Μογλενῶν το Μανιάκηῃ 


38. Μοσυνόπολις 


1358. Εὐστάθιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς Μοσυνόπολεως (XI" cent.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 122. Found in Pliska. D. 30-30 (27) 3 mm. W.13.67 g. Poorly preserved 
specimen with missing fields which makes the reading very difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 51.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands open before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+KER’O’| TOOCO)AS'| EVCTAO’A’| .A.STO | .TH.. T] MOC... |TIO A 
+K(opve β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λφ) Eooxa0(to) (πρωτο)[σπ]α[θ(αρίφῳ)] (καὶ) 
το[πο]τη[ρη]τ(ῃ] Μοσ[υνό]πολ(εως). 


39. Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως 


1359. Ῥοῦσος σπαθάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(XI century) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, πο. 28698. Found in the region of Plovdiv. D. 26-29 (22) 3 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. Struck off-center. The edge of the specimen is broken and bent. All this makes the reading of the 
text difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 37; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 52.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots 
circular inscription: K............ VA’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
|. 8CO | .AOA. |.ΕΚΠ.. | MOPAC. | ΦΙΛΙΠ! TOA’ 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δο]ύλ(ῳ) [Ῥ]ούσο [σπ]αθα[ρ(ίῳ) (καὐ] ἐκ 
π[ρ(οσό)π(ου)] Μόρας [(καὶ)] Φιλιπ(που)πόλ(εως) 


40. Νέος Στρυμὼν 


1360-1365. Στέφανος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος 
(971-976) 


All six specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
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Ed. ἤορπαηοβ, Ilpecnae, Ne 283-288; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 53.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Panteleimon holding a martyr's cross before chest (r. hand) and an uncertain 
object, perhaps a medicine box (1. hand). Vertical inscription 1n two columns: 
G-II-A-N||T-€C-A-€' Along border of dots circular inscription: -ATTIANTCA...RTA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ΤΟΤΕ | DANOR'A'| CIIAO'SCTP'| ΤΗΓΩΤΕΝΊ CTPVM() 
-΄Αγ(ιε) Παντελ[εήμ(ων)] β(οήθει) τ(ῷ σῷ) δ(ούλφ) Στεφάνῳ 
βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) στρ(α)τηγῷ τοῦ Ν(έος) Στρυμώ(νος ) 


41. Νικοπόλων 
1366 Ἰωάννης Πηγονίτης στρατηγὸς Νικοπόλων (second half of the XI™ century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15448. Former collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad (07. 07.07). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 
16-19 (19 ?) 4 mm. W. 7.64 g. Good imprint on a small irregularly-shaped blank. Parts of the image and 
text remained outside the blank. 

Unpublished 

Parallels : Lead seal from the collection of Zacos, III, no. 1728, see A.-K. Wassileiou-Seibt, Νέα στοιχεία 
για τη βυζαντινή Νικόπολη βάσει σφραγιστικών δεδομένων.-ΝΙΚΟΠΟΛΙΣ B’ Πρακτικά του 
Δευτέρου Διεθνούς Συμποσίου τη Νικόπολη (11-15 Σεπτεμβρίου 2002),vol.1 (Prebeza, 2007) 
590-591. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Theologian blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-IC)-O || .. Ὁ ἁίγιος) Ἰω(άννης) ὁ [Θ(εο)λ(ό)γος]. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
AE |.. FOCN .|. OIIOAON | . ΠΗΓΌΝΙ | -THC- 
[Ἰω(άννης) στρατη]γὸς Ν[ικ]οπόλον [ὁ] Πηγονίτης 


It is possible that the letter of strategos John Pegonites of Nikopolis was received in 
Dristra when Theodore Pegonites was the katepano there. On him, see no. 1376 here. 


42. Νίσος 
1367-1367A. Νικηφόρος Δεκανός κουροπαλάτης καὶ ἀναγραφεύς Νίσος (XI-XII c.) 


1367. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 27705. Find-spot: Sozopol. D. 17-17.5 (?) 2.5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint because the blank was smaller than the diameter of the die or equal to it. Poorly preserved 
specimen. Corroded. All this renders the complete reading of the text difficult. 

Ed. Wopaanos, M. ΗΟΒΟΟΤΚΡΗΤ ΜΟΠΗΒΛΟΒΥΠ Ha Huxndop /Iekan - kyponazar, ayk n anarpad na Huw 
or κοπεκΗµατα Ha HUM-Codua. - ΓΗΗ͂Μ, 9, 1994,75-79; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 55.18. 


1367A. Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov from Elhovo). Delivered to the National Historical Museum, 
Sofia, by the police. The principal group of seals from this collection originate from the stronghold near 
the village of Melnitsa, district of Elhovo. D. 18-20 mm. Weak imprint, but well preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 45; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 55.1b. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same die is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection 
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(DO. 58. 106. 2577). It was originally published in 1991 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, no. 32.1) 
even though the obtained information has been used many times (see, for instance, Gautier, L'Obituaire, 
p.257, n. 60). 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
a) -.CR'O'| NIKHOOP'| KSPOIITA | AATI 
b). ΕΒ ΘῚ. .. HDOP'| . SPONA | AATI 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a) ABK ..| ANATPA. | NHCST | ΔΕΚΑΝ 
b) A8KIS | ANATPA® | NHC8T.| ΔΕ. .. 
-[Κ(ύρη]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Νικηφόρ(ῳ) κουροπαλάτι ovri (καὶ) ἀναγραφίεῖ) 
Νήσου τ[ῷ] Δεκαν(ῷ) 


49. Ὀφίκιον 
1368-1369. N., .. καὶ κόμης τοῦ θεοφυλάκτου β᾽ Ὀφικίου (VIII-IX" century) 


1368. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30448. Formerly in the collection of D. Dimitrov from Pernik. 
Found near the village of Kalugerovo, district of Haskovo. D. 16-26 mm. A fragment, about a quarter of 
the original seal. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 56.1a. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters only the letters 
.-..|[A8- . . are preserved. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
P |... MITI. | €Q®V.. | B'OVWIK 
+ Θ(εοτόκ)ε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ] δού[λῳ...(καὶ) κο]μίτι [τοῦ θ]εωφυ[λ(ά)κ(του)] B 
Ὀφικ(ί)|ου] 


1369. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24.6 mm. A fragment about a half of the original seal. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 56.1b. 


Obv. Part of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters only letters: ..-..|| A8 j| AC) 
- are preserved. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ο | ...... OMIT | OVIKIS 
*O(soxóx)e βοήθει [τῷ σῷ] δούλῳ [..(καὶ) κ]ομίτι [τοῦ B’] Ὀφικίου 


1370. λέων Περινός τοποτηρητῆς τοῦ Ὀφικίου (XI* century) 


Private collection. Delivered to the National Historical Museum, Sofia, where we have documented it. Find- 
spot: uncertain (but surely on the territory of Bulgaria). D. 18-18 mm. Good imprint but struck a bit 
off-centre. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 56.2; Jordanov, F. Names, no.569. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (l. hand). 
Vertical inscription: ...... || K-O- A’ 
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Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
A ON | TOIIOTI. | T’T8OY. | K'TON. | PEN’! 
Aéov(u) τοποτι[ρ(ι)]τῃ tod Ὀψ[ι]κ(ίου) xo Π[ε]ρεν(ῷ) 


1371. Νικήτας πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱπποδρόμου, τοῦ βήλου καὶ αναγραφεὺς τοῦ Ὀφικίου (XI* century) 


RHM-Silistra, no.1984. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-25 (7) 3 mm. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Cunncrpa, IL, Ne 11; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 56.3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of six lines: 
dex |... TQ).. | .NIKHTA | .CIIAG'CIT.. | KAT. | 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
uer | TITS... |. PTSRH.. |. ANAT...| TSOVI.|8 
[+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ [σῷ δ(ούλῳ) [Νικήτᾳ [(πρωτο)σ]παθ(αρίῳ) &x[i τ(οῦ) 
χρίυσοτρι)]κλί[νου] [καὶ κριτ(ῇ) ἐ]πὶ τοῦ [ἱππ(ο)δ]ρίόμου) τοῦ βή[λου (Kai)] 
αναγ[ραφ(εῖ)] τοῦ Ὀφι[κ(ῶ]ου : 


44. Ὀπτιμάτων 


1372. Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης kai κριτῆς τῶν ᾿Οπτιμάτων (third quarter of the 
XI" c.) 


RHM-Kyustendil, no. 1240. Found in 1966 during archeological excavations in the fortress of Kyustendil 
north of the fortifications. Depth: 1.50 m. D. 31-32 mm. Originally a good imprint but now the surface is 
scratched with a sharp edge. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 57.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-AH-MH || T-PI-OC 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
-KCR'O'| KWNREC | TAPXHS | KPIT'TON | OIITIMA |-TQ- 
ἜΚ(ύρηε β(ο)ήθίει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) βεστάρχη καὶ κριτ(ῇ) τὸν Ὀπτιμάτω(ν) 





45. Παραδουνάβου 


1373-1375. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω 
Παραδουνάβου (50s of the ΧΙ century) 


1373. It is preserved somewhere in Romania. Found in Silistra. D. 23-24 mm; field 20 mm. Originally good 
imprint but at present badly preserved specimen with a broken upper fragment. 
Ed. Banescu, N. Sceau inedit de Katakalon katepano de Paradounavon.-EO, 35, 1936, 405-408; Jordanov, 
G. Names, no. 58.1a; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 302. 
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1374. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 13131. Found in Silistra on the bank of the Danube. D. 21.5-24 


mm; field 20 mm; thickness 3 mm. Originally good imprint but struck a bit off-center. Perfectly preserved 
specimen. 


Ed. Hopaanor, Cusmetpa, I, Ne 8; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 58.1b; Jordanov, £ Names, πο. 302. 


1375. Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Found during excavations of the “Palace Square, Northwest”, square 
137H, depth 0.40-0.60 m, on 10th October 2007. D. 25-26 (22 ?) 4 mm. W. 12.75 g. Well-centered and 
relatively complete imprint, but the blank was deformed and with defects at the casting. The first line on 
the reverse remained outside the blank. 

Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Further three specimens are known which were struck in the same boulloterion: Banescu, N. 


Sceau de Demetrios Katakalon katepano de Paradounavon.-EO, 39, 1940, 157-160;Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, |, no. 67.1. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-AH-M' || T-PI-O' : Ὁ ἄίγιος) Δημ(ή)τρι(ος). 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
*KCR'RO'| AHMHTP. | ANOVITTTIPI | SKATEMANS | TSTIAPAA’R’| 
TONKAT'K' |-A- 
(iet Ὁ ἕω | AHMHTPP| ANOVITTTIPI | SKATCIIANS | TS8IIAPAA'R | 
TONKAT'K' |-A- 
Ἔκ(ύρυε β(ο)ήθίει) Δημητρμ(ῳ)] ἀνθυπ(ά)τ(φ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) κατεπάνου 
tov Παραδ(ουνά)β(ον) τὸν Κατ(α)κ(α)λ(ών) 


1376. Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος, ἀνθύπατος, βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω 
Παραδουνάβιτον (1050s-1060s) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Found near the village of Izvorovo, district of Silistra. D. 30-30 
(27) 4 mm. W. 15.16 g. A complete and relatively well preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.58.2; Jordanov, F. Names, no.573. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of six lines: 
*K€R'O'| τωσωδδ] ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟ | TIPIPANOV | IIAT'R€C | TH 
Rev. Inscription of six lines, preceded by an ornament: 
=X- | KAIKA | ΤΕΠΑΝΩ | TONITAPA | ABNARIT'| TOUITHTO |-NIT"- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(ο)ήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Θεοδώρο π(ατ)ρι(κίφ) ἀνθυπάτ(ῳ) Béotn 
καὶ κατεπάνω τῶν Παραδουνάβιτ(ων) τῷ Πηγονίτ(η) 


1377. Συμεὼν βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1060s) 


Archeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 2382. Found in the palace and related to the activities of the Strategia of 
Preslav. 


Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaaa, Ne 289; Jordanov, G. Names, no.58.3 
Parallels: Two specimens struck with the same die were found in Istanbul (Mordtmann, Μολυβδοβουλλα, 
0.144, no. 1) and Dinogetia (Barnea, Dinogetia, L, 332-335). 


Obv. St. Nicholas standing, blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (1. hand). 
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Vertical inscription: O-A-T-1I-O-C || ....... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’O’| .VMEQN | ..... KA | ..... 8Τδ | .PAAS |.AROV |-o- 
+K(bpr)e β(οή)θίει) [Σ]υμεὼν [βέστῃ (Kai)] κα[τεπάνο]υ τοῦ 
[Πα]ραδου[ν]άβου 


1378-1379, Μιχαὴλ βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (60s of the XI c.), 


1378. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-33 (25) 3 mm. W. 8.40 g. 
Specimen in a poor state of preservation. It seems it was broken and then pasted but some portions were 
taken away. 

Unpublished. 


Parallel: Zacos, Seals, Il, no. 602 struck in the same boulloterion. 


1379. Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Found during excavations of the "Palace Square, Northwest", square 
160, in the northeastern corner, at a depth of 0.20 m, under the stone layer, on 5^ September 2006. D. 
30.5-31.5 (27 7) 3 mm. W. 10.83 g. incomplete imprint in a good sate of preservation. The final letters of 
almost all lines did not print. 

Unpublished. 
Struck in a different boulloterion or a pair of dies. 
Paralels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 602 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and globus (l. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
1378. MIXA | HAR.. TJ AP ".KA| ΤΕΠ.Ν. |... πη te 
Zacos ΜΙΧΑ | HARECT | APX’SKA | TETIAN(Q) | ΠΑΡΑ. .|. AR’ 
1379.. MIXAH. | RECTAP. | SKATTI. | PAAS . | -R 
1378. Μιχαὴλ β[εσ]τάρ(χη) (καὐ] κατεπ[ά]ν[ω [Παραδουνάβίουγ] 
1379. Miyan[A] βεστάρ[χ(η)] (καὶ) κατ(επάνω) Π[α]ραδου[ν(ά]β(ου) 


The existence of two boulloteria of this katepano of Paradunavon attests to his active 
correspondence or the continuance of the period during which he held this post. 


50. Πατζινακίας 
1380. Ἰωάννης Κεγένης μάγιστρος καὶ ἄρχων Πατζινακίας (1050-1051) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 4. Found in Silistra by D. Cholakov. D. 28-30 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 2-5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. The blank slipped in the boulloterion. 
Ed. Jordanov, I. Sceau d'archonte de Patzinakia du Xle siecle. - Etudes Balkaniques, 2, 1992, 79- 
83; Mopaanos, M. IIleuara. μα Moan Keren, Marucrep n ΔΡΧΟΗΤ Ha [leueuerus.-Hywuswamuka u 
cippazucmuka, 1, 1998,96-101. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 59.1. Jordanov, F Names, πο. 307 
Parallels: Seibt-Zarnitz, no. 3.2.9. Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist bearded, facing; wears a himation; blessing with r. hand, 
a long cross in l. hand. Inscription in two columns: @©-I0)}|o-Il-AP-M : Ὁ ἅ(γιος) 


Ἰω(άννης) ὁ Πρ(ό)δρ(ο)µ(ος)] 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
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ἘΚΕΒ᾽. | IOMAT.. | TP'SAPX. | ΤΠΑΤ.. | KIAT.. | -...- 


*K(ópue β(οή)[θ(ευ] Ἰω(άννῃ) μαγ[ίσ]τρ(φ) (καὶ) ἄρχ(ο)[ν]τίι) 
Πατζ(ι)[να]κία(ς) τ[ῷ Κ(ε)γέν(η)] 


51. Παφλαγονίας 


1381. Ῥωμανός πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Παφλαγονίας (XI? century) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. 1 1279. Bought in Silistra. D. 25-27 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
This concerns especially the reverse, on which whole fields are not imprinted. A fragment is cut or 
broken. Perhaps the blank was damaged. But all this did not impede the reading. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Cunucrpa, IV, Νο 19; Jordanov, C. Names, no. 60.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of the Child Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Along border of dots circular inscription: OK€........ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
POMA |. ACITAO'| .CTPAT'| HADAA | ON. 
Ἔθ(εοτό)κε [βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Ῥωμα[ν(ῷ)] (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [(καὶ)] 
στρατ(η)[γ(ῳ)] Παφλαγον[ία(ς)] 


52. Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 


1382-1383, Λέων Νικερίτης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ 
Ἑλλάδος (last quarter of the XI" century) 


1382. Private collection, offered for sale to the National Historical Museum, Sofia. Found in the region of 
Burgas. D. 22-24 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names. no. 61.1; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 524. 


1383. RHM-Shumen, no.15195. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 191. Find-spot: 
Pomorie (ancient Anchialos). D. 19-20.5 (19/21) mm. W. 6.24 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint, 
although some letters did not print. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 313. 
The two specimen were struck in the same boulloterion 
Parallels : unpublished seal from Zacos, HI, see Wassilou, Seibt, p. 133, n. 17. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
1382. ..... | AEONTI.| ΠΡΟΕΔΡ. | KAIAN. ΙΓΡΑΦ.. 
1383. +KER’ | ACONTI . | IIPOCAP.| KAIANA ΓΡΑΦΕΙ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: l 
IICAO | IIONNH ..|.€AAA.. | TONIKE | PITH 
II€AO | IIONNHCS | SEAAAOC | TONIK . | PITH 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε B(on) [θ(ει)] Λέοντι [(πρωτο)]προέδρ[ῳ] καὶ ἀν[α]γραφεῖ 
Πελοποννήσου (καὶ) Ελλάδος τῷ Νικερίτη 


53. Πλίσκοβα 
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1384. Φιλόθεος Φραγκοπούλος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ 
στρατηγὸς Πλίσκοβα (ΧΙ 3 century) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14716. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Found by a treasure hunter 
with a metal detector on the territory of medieval Pliska. D. 26-27 (25) 4 mm. W. 20.40 g. Well-centred 
but incomplete imprint. The end letters are erased. The surface of the bulla is perfectly preserved. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 62.1; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 731 
No parallels known: 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) anda globus crusiger (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: ..|| X-A-A. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: : 
+KER’O’ | DHA’OEO | A’CIPOAPIE | ITTSXTK | A N”SCTP |TT MAKA | 
ToPK 
-K(opuUe β(οή)θ(ει) Φηλ(ο)θέο (πρωτο)σπ(α)θαρί(ῳ) &n(i) τοῦ 
Χρ(υσοτρι)γκλ(Ών(ου) (καὶ) στρ(α)τ(η)γ(ῷ)] Πλ(ίσ)κ(οβ]α τ(ῷ) 
Φ(α)ρ(αγ)κ(οπούλφ) 


The patronym is inscribed only with three letters and it is quite natural that there will 
be differences in its deciphering. The third letter is not very clear: K or T. Seibt sees N (BZ, 
101, S.823) and proposes the names Phurniares or Phurnitiotes. 


54. Πρεσθλάβας- Πρεσθλαβίτζας 


1385-1392. ᾽Αέτιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσθλαβίτζας 
(first quarter of the XI" century) 


A. 

1385. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 19220. D. 23-24 (22?) 2.5 mm. W. 5.95 g. Good imprint but with 
later damage. 
Ed. Jordanov, C. Names, no. 63.1 Aa. 


1386. RHM-Dobrich. Found in the area of the medieval settlement near the village of Kladentsi, district of 
Dobrich (according to the latest information of our colleague G. Atanasov from Silistra, the seal was 
found in Silistra and legalized in Kladentsi). D. 20-22 mm; field 21.5 mm; thickness 3 mm. Weak imprint 
and poorly-preserved specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.1 Ab. 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield in |. hand (very similar to the 
next representation of St. Theodore and the arrangement of the letters of his name is the 
same). Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-O€-O || A-Q-PO-C 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

-+- | -A€TH | O'A'CHAOG'| SCTAPTIT"| ΠΕΡΘΛΑ | RITZA | C 
+ ᾿Αέτηοίς) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) σταρτιγ(ὸς) Περ(σ)θλαβίτζας 
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B. 
1387. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17208. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Wopaauos, Ilpecnae, Ne 305; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.1 Ba. 


1388. Private collection. Find-spot: the Sliven region. D. 23-23 mm; field 23 mm; thickness 3 mm. Well- 
centered imprint but too weak. Well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.1 Bb. 


1389. RHM-Shumen, no. 14628. Formerly in a private collection (Emil Kossev from Shumen). We documented 
it on 4^ March 1997. Probably found in Preslav. D. 25-25 (23) 2.5 mm. Well-centered imprint but too 
light. Well-preserved bulla. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.1 Bb. 


1390. RHM-Shumen, no. 15095. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 91. Find-spot: 
Topolovgrad-Melnitsa. D. 29-30 (22) mm. W. 15.12 g. The boulloterion was struck on a defective blank. 
Floats are visible which remained between the sides of the mould for casting. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 315. 
The four specimens were struck with the same die. 
Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 69.1 ( Fogg A. M. 2284]. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield in l. hand (very similar to the 
next representation of St. Theodore and the arrangement of the letters of his name is the 
same). Vertical inscription in two columns: Θ-ΘΕ-Ο || A-(@)-PO-C 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

-+- | ACTIO | A'CIIAO'SC | TPATTIE | ΡΟΘΛ | -5- 
+’Aét10(c) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατ(ηγὸς) Περσθλ(α)β(ίτζας) 


The publishers of the specimen from the Fogg A. Μ. collection have assumed that the 
toponym ITEPCOA’R’ means Πρεσθλάβας. In his review (BZ, 98, S. 133), Seibt accepted 
this deciphering and maintained that Preslav and Preslavitsa are different cities. Then Aetios 
should have been strategos successively of Preslav and Preslavitsa. 

The next two specimens are poorly imprinted and preserved which renders difficult 
their reading and identification with the two groups presented above. 


C. 

1391.Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 26851. D. 12-28 (22) 4 mm, 15.20 g. The blank is rather thick. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.1 C. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Scarcely visible bust of St. Theodore, as above. Vertical inscription: ..... I|A-C)- PO-. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-5- |A.T. | .A'CHAQO! ....... | ΠΡΕς... | R.... 


᾽Α[έ]τ[ηοί(ς)] (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατηγ(ὸς)| Πρεσ[θλα]β[ίτζα( c)] 


D. 

1392.Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 26851. Deformed bulla, bent in two. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.1 D. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Visible is half of the bust of St. Theodore, as above. Vertical inscription in two columns: 
.. ||A-.- PO -. 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+A.T. | .A'CIT.. | SCTPA... | ON... |.AA.. 
+ "A[e]tfno(9)] (πρωτο)σπ[αθ(άριος)] (καὶ) στρα[τηγ(ὸς) τ]ὸν 
[Πρε(σ)θ]λα[β(0τ(ζας)] 


The attribution of these two seals to the governors of Preslavitsa is conditional and 
this especially concerns the last specimen. Nevertheless they are too close to the first two 
groups. 


1393-1396. ᾽Ανδρόνικος Δούκας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς µεγαλης 
Πραισθλάβας or Πραισθλάβίτζας (1030s-1040s) 


1393. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22909. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D.22-23 (22) 3 mm. W. 9.90 
g. Incomplete and weak imprint. A small portion of the blank is broken. 
Ed. Wopaauos, IIpecaae, Νο 303; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 63.2a; Jordanov, F£ Names, no. 192. 


1394. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 88. Found in Pliska during archaeological excavations in 1930 under 
the supervision of K. Myatev. D. 25-25 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 2.8 mm. Incomplete imprint. The 
initial letters of almost all lines of the text on the reverse are out of the blank. Well-preserved bulla: 

Ed. Wopaanos. Πηνεκα, Ne 1; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.20; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 193. 


1395. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 28079. Found in the warehouse of the archaeological excavations 
in the southwestern corner of the Inner City of Preslav in May 1991. A fragment (about a quarter of an 
originally good imprint). D. 14-20 (of the seal itself over 20 mm). 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.2c; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 194. 


1396. RHM-Shumen, no. 14760. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
22-25 (22) 3 mm. W. 7.64 g. Incomplete imprint. The initial letters of almost all lines of the text on the 
reverse are out of the blank. Well-preserved bulla. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.2d; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 195. 
All four specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-O€-. || A - ...: Ὁ ἄίγιος) Θε[ό]δ[ωρ(ος)]. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) |.NAPON|. CIIAO'S| CTPATITI"|.. CMIIPC. |.. AAR’Q)| . 8K’ 
b) |. NAPON | A'CIIAG'S | ΟΤΡΑΤΙΓΊ T. CMIIPE ICOAAR' . | A8K’ 
ο) olt x eer nas ee eue le Προ Ρο... 
d) |. NAPO.| CHAO’. | CTPAT. . | THCMII .. |. OAAR’. | A8. 
a-d: [Α]νδρόν(ικος) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατιγ(ὀς) τῆς µ(ε)γ(άλης) 
Πρεσθλάβ(ας) o Aov«(ac) 


1397- 1403A. Ἰωάννης β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσκλάβας 
(X"-XI" centuries) 


1397-1403. Find-spot: Preslav. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 291-297; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.3 a-g. 
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1403A. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 11137.D. 22-24 mm. Found in 1997 on the river bank of the 
Danube near Silistra. 
Ed. liopaanos, Custnerpa, II, Ne 6; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63. 3h. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots, 
circular inscription: ΕΚΕΚΟΗΘΙΤΩΟΩΔΕΛ᾽ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ἘΠΕ ΑἸ ΟΠΑΘῈΕ | CTPATH | ΓΟΠΕΡΟ | KAAR 

*K(ópue βοήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἰω(άννη) β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) KE 

στρατηγο Περσκλάβα(ς ) 





All eight specimens were struck with the same die. One is overstruck (no. 1403). 
Diameter of the newly struck field is 15 mm. Its description is the following: 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots, 
circular inscription: +KEROO’TWC’A8A’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ooo [RACH | A'AOME€C | T.T8A |....Δ 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βο(ή)θ(ει) τῷ σ(ῷ) δούλ(ῳ) Βασηλ(είῳ) δομεστ[ίκ(ῳ)] τοῦ Δ......δ 


In his review (BZ, 98, 8. 133), Seibt assumes that it refers to δομέστκιος τοῦ δουκὸς 
Βουλγαρίας. Unfortunately, it is just an assumption which is unsubstantiated by facts. 
Besides, douxdom Bulgaria was not yet in existence in the late Xth c. and possibly in the 
early XIth c. 


1404-1405. Ἰωάννης Μαλέας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσθλάβας or 
Περσθλαβίτζας (first half of the XI" century) 


1304, Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 21552. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D.24-25 (22) 3 mm. W. 8.80 
g. Well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. ltopaanos, [Ipecaas, Νο 308; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.4; Jordanov, E Names, no. 411. 


1405. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 28625. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D.25-26 (22) 3 mm. Well- 
preserved bulla. 
Ed. Hopaanor, TIpecaaé, Ne 308a; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.4b; Jordanov, E Names, no. 410. 
The two specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known, 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-NI-KO || AA-OC : Ὁ ἄ(γιος) Νικόλαος 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
*KECR'O'|[TOCOAS'IOA'CITAO'S | ΟΤΡΑΤΙΓῚ HICPCOA'R'| T.MAAE |-Α- 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ oo δού(λῳ) Ἰω(άννη) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
στρατηγ(ῷ) Περσθλ(ώ)βίας) τ[ῷ] Μαλέᾳ 


1406. Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσθλαβίτζας (1030ς- 
10405) 


4/0 


RHM-Silistra, πο. 87. Found on the bank of the Danube near Silistra by Al. Boev. D. 20-30 mm; field 24 mm; 
thickness 2.5 mm. Half of originally excellent imprint. 
Ed. Vopaanos, Cuiacrpa, IV, Ne 5; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.5; Jordanov, F Names, no. 412. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Busts of two military saints facing. St. Theodore (on |.) holding a spear (τ. hand) and 
a shield (l. hand). Inscription above head: ΘΕΟΔΟΡ. Visible at τ. is a portion of the 
nimbus, short curly hair and spear of another military saint, probably St. George, 
because his name is inscribed: 9 | T | € | ... : Ὁ ἄ(γιος) Γε[ώργιος] 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ΠΑ |...ΟΤΡΑ | ....€COAA | ...ZACO |.. ECI 
[+ Ἰω(άννης)] πα[τρίκ(ιος) (καὶ)] στρα[τ(η)γ(ὸς) Πρ]εσθλα[βίτ]ζας ὁ 
[Μα]λέσι(ς ) 


1407-1413. Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνός πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς Περδσλάβας (first quarter of the XI" century) 


1407. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18240. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-30 (23) 4 mm. 
W. 18.60 g. The dies were slightly loose in the boulloterion; as a result the obverse is slightly blotted. 
Ed. Yopjanos, Ipecaae, Ne 298; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.68; Jordanov, F Names, no. 273. 


1408. Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, no. 16698. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-26 (23) 4 mm. 
W. 9.30 g. The dies were slightly loose in the boulloterion; as a result the letters of the obverse were 
doubled. 

Ed. Ίορπαηοβ, IIpecaae, Ne 299; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 63.60; Jordanov, F Names, no. 274. 


1409. Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav, no. 24600. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23.5-25 (23) 3 
mm. W. 11.20 g. Unsuccessful imprint on a low-quality blank. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Ipecaae, Ne 300; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.6c; Jordanov, F Names, no. 275. 


1410. Private collection (N. Georgiev from Shumen). Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 22.5-25 (23) 3 mm. 
Specimen in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Hopaanos, TTpecaae, Ne 301; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 63.6d; Jordanov, F Names, πο. 276. 


[411], Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18553. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 22.5-25 (7) 3 mm. 
Specimen broken in two with fragments missing. 
Ed. liopnanos, IIpecnae, Ne 302; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.6e; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 277. 


1412. Historical Museum, Karnobat. Found by Em. Kossev with a metal detector in the autumn of 1989. An 
attempt at its legalization was made in Markele, near Karnobat. D. 23.5-23.5 (23) 3.5 mm. Good imprint 
and well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.6 f; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 278. 


1413. RHM-Shumen, no. 14828. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 24-25 (23) 3 mm. W. 10.94 g. Good imprint but damaged by a strike when found. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.6g. 
All seven specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV: Μ(ήτη)ρ 
O(s0)0.Circular inscription along a border of dots: «ΘΚΕΚΟΗΘΕΙΤΩΟΩΔΕΛ᾽ 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
KON ΙΑ ΠΑΘῈΙ OIT8X’SC | TPATITO | TIEPACKA’ | TOKAP’A’ 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Kov(otavtivo) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφ) ἐπὶ 
τοῦ χρ(υσοτρικλίνου) (καὶ) στρατηγο Περδσ(λά)βα(ς) τῷ Καρί(αν)δίηνῷ) 


In his two reviews (BZ, 98, S. 133 and now ΒΖ, 101, 5. 820), Seibt argues that the family 
name of this Preslav strategos is Kardames and not Karandenos/Karantenos. He gives no 
reason for that. The replacement of T with A is not an exception but a common phenomenon 
in Byzantine sigillography. The image of the Virgin with hands placed before her chest on 
the obverse incorporates the seal to those of the other representatives of Karantenos family 
(see Jordanov, F. Names, p. 185 ). And finally, a similar person is attested in the sources in 
contrast to the hypothetical Kardames. I am left with the impression that Seibt prefers the 
exceptions rather than the commonplace but more plausible solutions. 


1414-1419. Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσθλαβίτζας 
(mid-XI" century) 


1414. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 16684. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-24 (20? ) 3 
mm, W. 7.95 g. Incomplete imprint 
Ed. Wopaanos, /Tpeciae, Ne 309; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.7a; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 580. 


1415. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24636. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 12-19 (20? ) 2 
mm. Good imprint. Half preserved. 
Ed. Mopaauos, /Tpecaae, Ne 310; Jordanov, G. Names , no. 63.70: Jordanov, Family Names, no. 581. 


1416. Preserved in Romania [MIRSR 48/15]. Prior to that it was in the former collection of Pericle Papahadji. 
Find-spot: Silisua. D. 25-27 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint because of off-center 
striking and slipping of the blank in the boulloterion. Well-preserved bulla. 

Ed. Banescu-Papahagi, Silistrie, no. 2; Jordanov, G. Names , no. 63.7c; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 
582. 


1317. RHM-Shumen, no. 14713. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertein. D. 
25-26 mm. W. 8.90 g. Well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.7d; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 583 


1418. Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Found in the southern periphery of the Inner τ ος 10Γ 
northeastern corner, depth 1.60-1.70 m D. 21-21 (20) 2.5 mm. Well-preserved bulla. D. 21-21 (20) 2.5 
mm. Well-preserved bulla. 
Unpublished. 


1419. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 13132. Found in Silistra. D. 17.9-20.5 mm; field 19 ? mm; 
thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Blank too small for die, and the imprint itself is off-centered. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.7e; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 584. 
The five specimens were struck with the same die. The reverse of the sixth (no. 1419) specimen is 
different, and we are not sure about the obverse, even though there are some different details. These 
differences could be due to some later damages or repairs of the boulloterion. 
Parallels: Further two specimens struck. with the same die as our 1414-1418 are preserved in the 
collections of the Hermitage (M-12178, see Illauaposckas, bonrapus, 461-462, puc. 8) and Fogg A 
M., no. 860 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, |, no. 78.4), 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
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MARRE DAL DIE: 






-"-,.;,.-ῬῬῬΠῬτ-Πτ-τιαα;Ὁ 





—3X- |+KER’O’| TWCWA’| A'A€ONT | -A’CITAO’|- 7X — 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
=X- SCTPA | TIIPECO)| RITT@MH | ΓΟΝΙΤΊ-Χ- 
+ Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δ(ού)λ(ῳ) Λέοντ(ι) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (xoi) 
στρατ(ηγῷ) Πρεσθ(λα)βίτζ(ας) τῷ Πηγονίτ(ῃ) 


1420. Μάλις πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσκλαβίτζας (XI" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 21529. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23.5 (21) 2 mm. W. 7.80 g. 
No very successful but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopnano, Προσπαθ, Ne 312; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots, 
circular inscription: .. CROHOITO)COA.. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+OMA | AICA'CIIA | OG'SCTPAT' | Π.ΕΟΚ.. | ITZ.. 
+O Μάλις (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατ(ηγὸς) Π[ρ]εσκ[λαβ]ίτζ[ας] 
or 
- Ὁμάλις (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) (καὶ) στρατ(ηγὸς) Π[ρ]εσκ[λαβ]ίτζ[ας] 


1421-1422. Μελίας πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσθλαβίτζας (XI* 
century) 


1421. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17046. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-26 (20) 4 mm. W. 
16.00 g. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 


Ed. Yiopnanos, Ipecnae, Ne 311; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 63.9. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns. -€-O || A-.-PO-. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-ᾱ- | FM€AI | .A'CIIAG'. |. TPATIL |. PCCOA'| R’ 
+ Μελί[α(ς)] (πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) (καὶ) σ]τρατιγ(ὸς) [Π]ρεσθλ(ά)βί(ας) or 
[Π]ρεσθλ(ά)β(ίτζας) 


1422. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. Ne 298. Found on the surface during excavations of the 
Palace Church site, square 162/ 123-133, on 8^ August 2007. D. 26.5-26.5 (22) 4 mm. Well-centered and 
complete imprint but struck over another bulla. 

Visible from the overstrike: 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas in bishop's dress. He blesses with his r. hand and holds the book of 
Gospel (I. hand) At r., vertical inscription: O-A-TT-O || . The name should be inscribed 
on 1., but the preserved letters there are from the understrike. At r. below, remains of a 
circular inscription with the invocation: + KEROH........ 

Rev. The first two lines are not preserved: 
ites dil atte .|..ZAPX |.CTPARW | TPHXAP’ 


ο ον τα]ζ(ι)άρχίης) [ὁ] Στραβωτρηχάρ(ης) 
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The name is preserved from the understrike which allows for identification with a better 
preserved specimen presented below but also provides greater certitude in the description 
still now. 

Visible on the obverse is only part of the lock of St. Theodore and his nimbus. The letter 
A recording St. Theodore’s name is visible to the left of St. Nicholas. 

Only the first two lines of the reverse can be identified. 
~+- [MEGAL | AA’ CT... | 

+ Μελία(ς)] (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) ..... 





There is a strange repetition of the letters ΟΠ. ΟΠ. We cannot say with certitude 
whether these are letters from the understrike or overstrike. 

Thus, we deal with the seal of Melias, protospatharios and strategos of Preslav, which 
was overstruck by unknown taxiarches from the Stravotricharis family (on him, see no. 
1078 here). 

The name Μελί[α(ς)] is probably of Armenian origin. Byzantine military commanders 
by the same name are attested in narrative sources for the years 896 and 973 (Charanis, 
213, 227). The Preslav seal is generally dated to 1030s-1040s and obviously represents a 
namesake of the two mentioned. Nothing else can be said about it. 

It is possible that the taxiarchion of Stravotriharis was located near the Lower Danube 
and that he wrote to the Preslav strategos performing his official work. Or we will not be 
surprised if they both were Armenian by origin and relatives as well and they exchanged 
correspondence with each other. It is hard to determine the purpose of the overstriking: 
whether it was accidental or on purpose. The following logical sequence can be assumed. 
The strategos of Preslav Melias wrote to the taxiarches Stravotriharis. The latter had no 
blank at his disposal and used that of his correspondent, or he wanted to emphasize that he 
did receive Melias's letter and that this was his reply. 


EH 
i 
H 
4 
| 
7 
i 
A 


55.Ραιδεστός 





1423. Aavió β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ βασιλικὸς (2) Ῥαιδεστός (X^ century) 


Archeological Museum, Preslav, no. 27922. Found during archeological excavations of the Palace Basilica in 
the inner city of Preslav, sq. 156, depth 0.60 m, on 29^ July 1989. D. 21-26 mm; field 18 mm; thickness 
2.5 mm. [Incomplete imprint. The dies are imprinted only above the swelling of the cord channel. e 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 65.1. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, ΠΠ, no. 134 bis. Struck with the same boulloterion as our specimen and has the 
same defect of imprinting. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along border of dots, 
circular inscription:......0.ITQ)....... [-Κ(ύρι)ε βοή]ϑ[ε]ι τῷ [σῷ δούλῳ] 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-a AAA | .A'CIAO | .R'T8P. | AECT. | -. - 
[-]Δα(υ0δ [βἸ(πρωτο)σπαθ{(αρίῳ) ((καὐ] β(ασιλικῷ) τοῦ Ῥ[ε]δεστ[οῦ] 


56.Ῥυνδάκος 
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1424-1426. Θεοφάνης ..... Kai διοικιτῆς τοῦ Ῥυνδάκου καὶ τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (ΧΙ c.) 


1424. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.13135. Bought in Silistra. Found by ΑΙ, Boev on the riverbank of 
the Danube. D. 20-20 mm. The specimen is heavily corroded. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 66.1a. 


1425. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain but probably the same as above. D. 18-20 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 66.1b. 


1426. Of unknown provenance. An illustration of it is kept in the photoarchive of the Institute and Archaeological 
Museum, Sofia. Incomplete imprint, mostly on the reverse, where whole segments are missing. 


Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 66. 1c. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Unpublished. ΜΙ l | 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Warsaw National Museum 


Collection (see Szemioth- Wasilewski, Varsovie, no. 45). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Along border of dots circular 
inscription: ............ ΘΕΟΦΑΝ. 

Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
a) |SA..| KIT ... V.| TAK..O.]A.... 
b) | SAI8 | KIT'TSPVN |. AKSTON| .. TOA 


€) |.... | KITT... . | TAKSTO.|[ ANT.. ! " 
[-Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοφάνηη] (koi) διουκιτ(ῇ) τοῦ Ῥυντάκ(ου) (Kai) 
τὸνΑν(α)τολ(ικῶν) 

57. Σάμος 


1427-1428. Θεόφυλος Ἁγιοζαχαρίτης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Σάμος (1030s- 
10405) 


1427. Archeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 17550. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 22-27 (24) 4.5 mm, 22 25 


g. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaae, No 313; Jordanov, G, Names, no. 67.1; Jordanov, £ Names, no. 7. 


1428. Archeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17552. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-26 (24) 4 mm, 19.50 


g. Weak imprint and poorly preserved specimen. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecaae, Ne 314; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 67.1b; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 8. 


The two specimens were struck with the same die. . . 
Parallels; Another specimen struck with the same die is preserved in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection 


(DO. 55. 1. 3050) (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no. 44.13). 


Obv. Bust of St. Zacharias bearded, wearing a luxurious chlamys and a curious oriental 
headpiece and holding (l. hand) a round decorated box, with a crosslet on top of its 
cover. Vertical inscription: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο || Z-AX-AP'-A : Ὁ ἅγιο(ς) Ζαχαρ(ώα(ς). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines, preceded and followed by an ornament: 
-X-|O0€OoOVA'IIATPIKTS | CTPATIT’CA |. SOATIO | ZAXAP’| KR 
Θεόφυλ(ος) πατρίκι(ος) (καὶ) στρατηγ(ὸς) Σά[μ]ου ὁ ᾽Αγιοζαχαρ(ίτης) 
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1429-1430. Χριστόδουλος β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Σάμος (X"-XI" 
cen.) 


1429. Archeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22181. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 15-27 (23 ?) 2 mm. 
Poorly preserved specimen. Half creased. 
Ed. Wopnanos, IIpecaae, Ne 320; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 67.28 


1430. RHM- Silistra, no. 30. Find-spot: somewhere in the city. D. 14-26 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. Half 
of originally good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 67.2b 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Elaborate cross, with a linear outline, standing on a straight bar; at its four ends, one 
big and two small pellets. On either side fleurons arise from the base. Along the border 
of dots: -KKCROHOCITOCO)AOVAO) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

a) XWA.. | RACII. . |.CTPA.. j|. OT... 1 M.. 

b)..A8A'| . .CHAQ'|.. ΤΡΑΤΗ | .. TICA... 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ X(pioz)t800A(o0) βπρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) [kad] 
στρατη[γ]ῷ τῖ(ς) Σάμ[ος] 


58. Σελευκείας 
1431. Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτις καὶ κρητῆς Σελευκείας (X"-XI* centuries) 


RHM-Shumen, ΠΟ. 14647. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Uncertain. D. 22.5- 
25 (22) 4 mm. W.13.30 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 68.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael half turned l, seems to hold Christ; scepter over τ. shoulder and 
an uncertain inscription: M-I-X-A or N-I-K-A. on his l. side, remains of circular (7) 
inscription. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

Ιω | .CHKPI | ICSKPH | HCEAEV | KEIAC 
*'Io(&vvu) [ἀ]σηκρι[τ]ις (καὶ) κρη[τ]ῇ Σελευκείας 


59. Στρυμόνος καὶ Βολεροῦ 


1432. Συμεὼν β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν κρητῆς Στρυμόνος καὶ 
Βολεροῦ (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15113. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 109. Find-spot: Topolovgrad- 
Melnitsa. D. 22-25 (20) 4 mm. W. 11.12 g. Well-centered imprint in a poor state of preservation. The 
surface is covered with oxides which renders difficult the identification of the saint and the reading. The 
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proposed reading is only one variant, besides with some reserves. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 321. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of indeterminate saint facing, blessing with r. hand. At either side along a border 
of dots, the following letters are visible: + ATIO) || TWCO) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ooo | - CVM€ | (ONR'A'CIIA | .CIIIT'OIK | ...ICTP |... ΛΕΡ’ 
+ Αγίῳ τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Συμεὼν β(πρωτο)σπα[θ(αρίφῳ)] ἐπὶ τ(ῶν) οἰκ(ειακῶν) 
[κρητ]ι Στρ[υμόνος Βο]λερ(οῦ) 


60. Σωτηρουπόλεως καὶ Ανακουπίας 


1433. Νικόλαος πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτριγκλίνου καὶ στρατηγὸς 
Σωτηρουπόλεως καὶ Ανακουπίας (ΧΙ ς.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14896. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 36-37 
(27-28) 3.5 mm. W. 24.94 g, Well-centered but weak imprint. Some letters did not print or were effaced. 
The surface is damaged due to inappropriate cleaning. 
Ed. W. Seibt — 1. Jordanov, Στρατηγὸς Σοτηροπόλεως καὶ Ανακκουπία. Ein mittel-byzantinisches 
Kommando in Aochazien (11 Jharhundert).-SBS. 9, 2006, 231-241. 
No known parallels. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KER’O’ | ΝΙΚΟΛΑ | WA’CHAG” | ΕΠΙΤΆΧΡ | FKA'N? 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o- | SCTPA | THI'CP8 | IIOA'SAN'|KSIII |- o- 
+ K(pue β(οή)θίει) Νικολάῳ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρίυσοτρι)γκλ(Ών(ου) (καὶ) στρατηγ(ῷ) Σ(ωτη)ρουπόλ(εως) καὶ 
᾿Αν(α)κουπί(ας) 


61. Στρουμίτζας 
1434. Φαραζμάνης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Στρουμίτζας (mid-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.156 (former collection V. Haralanov from Shumen). Find-spot: Silistra, 
Preslav or generally northeastern Bulgaria. D. 29-29 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. Some 
letters either did not print or were subsequently erased. 

Ed. Jordanov, £ Names, no. 730A. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP ll Ων. 
Κεν Inscription of five lines: 
-o-| PAPAZ | .ANA'CIIA | OAP'SCTP | II 'CTP. | MITAC | - o - 


Φαραζ[μ]άν(ης) (πρωτο)σπαθάρ(ιος) (καὶ) στρ(α)[τ]ιγ(ὸς) Στρ[ου]μίτζας 
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62. Στρυμῶνος 


1435. Λύκαστος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Στρυμῶνος( X" century) 


Private collection. Findspot: uncertain. D. 131-26 mm. Half of an excellent seal. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 73.1 


Parallels: Laurent, Sceaux inedits, 350-351, no. 12. Struck with the same boulloterion as our 
specimen. 


Obv. Portion of the patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along 
border of dots circular inscription:........ CWAOVA 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+A.. | CTO... ITAG'S..] ATHT’C.. | VMN 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει tan σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Λ[υκάἠστῳήβπρωτο)σἠπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὐ] 
σ[τρ]ατηγ(ῷ) Σ[τρ]υμῶν(ος) 


63. Σωζοπόλεος 


1436. Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ κλεισουριάρχης Σωξοπόλεως (second 
quarter of the IX" century) 


Private collection (Dr. D. Theodoridis from Munich). It probably originates from the kommerkia of Develtos. 


D. 27-27 (26) mm. A complete and brilliantly preserved imprint. Still, the ends of some letters were cut 
or remained outside the blank. 


Ed. Wassiliou-A.-K., Neue Siegel, Abb.2; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 74.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.5). In the quarters: Τ(0-Ο() || A8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
*KONNC | ΤΑΝΤΒΈΤΡ | OA'K"KAICOV | PIA'COZO Γπωλς᾽ 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κωνταντ(ίνῳ) β’σπ(α)θα(ρίῳ) (oi) 
κλ(ε)ισουριά(ρχη) Σοξοπώλε(ως) 


64. Φιλιππουπόλεως 


"eb ΠΠ Πέτρος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρ ατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως 
X"-XI" c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 2395. Found during archaeological excavations in the Palace of Preslav 


in 1927 but attributed to the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-25 (19) 3 mm. W. 8.00 g. Incomplete but well- 
preserved imprint. 


Ed. Jordanov, G. Names. no. 77.1; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 572. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 115, no. 1. Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from the base. Along border of 
dots, the remains of a circular inscription:.... () A8A...CTA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
R'A'CIIA | .SCTPA μ΄ ΦΗΛ. | ΠΟΠ. | TPOC 
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[+ K(bpve β(οή)θίει) τῷ σ]ῷ δού(λφ) [Κων]στα(ντίνῳ) β᾽(πρωτο)σπα([θ(άριος)] 
(καὶ) στρα[τ]ιγ(ὸς) Τηλ[η]ποπ(όλεως) ὦ [Πέ]τρος 


1438. Δημήτριος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως (X"-XI" c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-21 (19) 2 mm. The bulla has an irregular shape and is slightly 
off-centred. The initial letters of almost all lines on the reverse remained outside the blank or were 
effaced. The rest are blotted and indistinct but the reading is generally unproblematic with the exception 
perhaps of the first letter of the toponym. 

Ed. Croumenos, A. ΜΟΠΗΒΠΟΒΥΠ na Heu3BecTeH crparer Ha Φηπμποποπ.- Memopua u kaueume Kamo 
npuameacmeo. Cóopuuk 6 nauiem ua Mumxo Slaves, Codua, 2007, 54-55. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
... || K-O-A 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
. AHMT | .PA'CHA . |. CTPAT . | ΦΗΛΗΠΟ | AEO 
[5]Δημ(ή)τ[ρ]ι(ος) (πρωτο)σπα[θ](άριος) [(καὶ)] στρατ[ιγ]ός) 
Φηληπο[πο]λεοί(ς) 


A strategos of Philipopolis by this name is unknown in the sources. The seal fills the list 
of the startegoi of the city by one name. 


1439-1440. ᾽Αργυρός Καρατζᾶς πρωτοκουροπαλάτης καὶ δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(1092-1095) 


1439. RHM-Pazardzhik, no. 505. There is no information on its exact findspot. In 1959 Prof. T. Gerassimov 
made a plaster cast, on which he wrote that the find-spot was Pazardzhik. Currently the seal is preserved 
in the exposition of the National Historical Museum, Sofia. D. 24-25 mm; field 23 mm; thickness 3 mm. 
Complete imprint but in a poor state of preservation. Broken fragment. The surface is covered with lead 


oxide. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 6; Jordanov, G. Names, no.77.2a; Jordanov, F. Names, no.285. 


1440. RHM-Stara Zagora, no. 4839. Found on the land of the village of Dobri Dol, district of Plovdiv. D. 18-20 
mm; field 23 ? mm; thickness 3 mm. Blank too small for die. Some of the letters are poorly preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, πο. 7; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 77.2b; Jordanov, E Names, no.286. 
Parallels: Laurent, V. Argyros Karatzas protocuropalat si duc de Philipopolis, Revista istorica, 29,1934, 
203-210. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
a) +| KEROHO’| TOOCO)A8A'| ΑΡΓΙΡΟΝ |. SPOIIA| AAT’ 
b) | KEROH. | TWCWAS .| APTIPO. | K8POM | . .. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a) | SAS8KA. | IAIIISOII | ACOCTON | ΚΑΡΑ ΑΙ -N- 
DE, user |. AIHSOIT |. COCTON | . APATA |-N- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ω)᾽ Αργιρὸν (πρωτο)κουροπαλάτ(ην) (καὶ) 
δούκα [Φ]ιλιπουπόλεος τὸν Καρατζάν 
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65. Χερσώνος 
1441. Λέων (2) βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Χερσώνος (X"-XI" c.) 


Archeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22175. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-25 (17?) 2.5 mm. Poorly 
preserved specimen. A crack runs through the whole imprint which violates the text and the image. 
Ed. lopaauos, /Ipeciae, Ne 322; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 78.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Vague representation of bust of the Virgin or a saint in high relief. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΕΝ! ΒΑ TIA | SCTPA [ΧΕ |.. (ON 
[Λ]έ[ω]ν βίπρωτο)[σ]πα[ϑ(άριος)] (kai) στρα|τ]{γ(ὸς)] Xelpolov(oc) 


1442. Ἰωάννης (?) κουμμερκιάριος Χερσώνος αχ Χύ centuries) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Found in the area of Silistra-Kalarash. D. 26-27 mm; field (?); 
thickness 2.5-3 mm. Probably originally good imprint but now it is in a poor state of preservation with a 
broken fragment and damaged surface. 

Ed. Barnea, Noi sigilii, no. 6; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 78.2. 
Parallels: As far as it could be compared with the photos which are not of high quality and are unnaturally 
large, a specimen similar to ours was published by Coxoaosa, Xepcon, Ne 17. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.5). In the quarters: TQ-.. || A8-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

N | .K8ME€P i .APICOXEP | CONOC 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ [σῷ] 609X.o[ To&]v[vu] κουμερ[κι]αρίῳ Χερσωνος 


1442A. Σέργιος κανδῖδατος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος Χερσονως (IX c.) 


Private collection V. Stankov from Batak, no. 245. Find-spot: the village of Dabene, municipality of Karlovo. D. 
22-23 mm W. g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation which renders the reading uncertain. 


Unpublished. 


Oby. Cruciform invocative monogram (ΡΙ.Ι.5 ). In the quarters: TQ-C.lLl..-.. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
PTI |. ANA’SK8 |... KX..|. NO. 
Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σ[ῷ δούλῳ Σε]ργίῳ [κ]ανδ(ιδάτῳ) (καὶ) κου[μερ]κ(ιαρίῳ) 
Χ[ερσώ]νως 


Provided the deciphering is correct, it raises the question of the discovery of the seal 
in the region of the village of Dabene. It was not in Byzantine territory. The seal most 
probably originated from a different settlement in southern Bulgaria which in the [Xth c. was 
in Byzantine territory. And yet the question why the kommerkiarios of Chersones wrote to 
an unknown addressee in this part of the Empire will rest. It was probably to his relative or 
acquaintance and not on business. 
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66. Χρυσοπόλεως 
1443. Ἰωάννης χαρτουλάριος, γεννηματικὸς Χρυσοπόλεως καὶ τῶν Πόρον (X" c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no.19. Found in the city. D. 18-18 (16) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint but a well-preserved 
specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 80.1. 
Parallels: Gray Birch, Catalogue, no. 17589; ffanueuko, Karanor, Ne 368; Sokolova, Cherson, 109- 
111, pl. X. When I visited Chersones in 1997, I documented five more specimens found there. All they 
are struck with the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-= - | IQXAP | TSAAP'| STENI | ΜΑΤῚ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- *- |.COIIO |. €OCS | TONTIO | PON | 
+ Ἰω(άννης) χαρτονλάρ(ιος) (καὶ) γενιματ(ᾶς) [Χρ(υ)]σοπό[λ]εος (καὶ) τὸν 
Πόρον 


To supplement my previous publication, I will add J.-Cl. Chyenet’s reasoning (see 
Cheynet, La societe, 231-234). The existence of already seven specimens struck in the same 
boulloterion provides us with some certitude in the reading of the toponyms but along with 
that it causes two difficulties: the identification of the position and the toponyms. 

The position whose transcription is not completely certain since it is abbreviated 
remains a mystery and is not attested anywhere else. According to Cheynet, it is connected 
with the collecting and distributing of grain in kind as part of the roga. 

The uncertainty in the identification of the toponyms is due to the fact that several 
Chrisopolises are known. One of them is that on the Strymon but it seems rather strange why 
such a specific functionary should have resided there despite the favourable location of the 
city on a waterway through which agricultural products from the valley could be concentrated 
in it. The same name bears the well-known city on the Bosporus opposite Constantinople 
where the route from Asia Minor ended. In the XIIth c. it took the name Scutari, the present- 
day Yuksyudar. 

We can also be uncertain regarding the location of Poroi. There is at least one place by 
this name which is a seat of a bishopric dependent on the metropolitan of Trayanopolis who 
is know by his seal as a titular of this bishopric. Poroi was a harbour situated in the middle 
of a seaside plain which spread towards Xantia and Musinopolis and which was suitable for 
delivery of grain. Poroi can be regarded in the sense of the Straits but no such use has been 
attested so far. It is still more unlikely that a functionary located in Chrisopolis should have 
been in charge of the Dardanelles. Nevertheless, such reading cannot be discounted and in 
this case under the Straits we should only understand the Bosporus. 

How can we explain the simultaneous presence of a seal of this John in Bulgaria and 
Chersones? Two mutually exclusive hypotheses can be presented. In the first case, we can 
imagine that John in search of food supplies went as far as the Bulgarian lands and this would 
corroborate the idea of localization by the rivers in the Balkan peninsula. And on the contrary, 
the presence of such a seal in Chersones, which was basically a transit harbour, is surprising 
since at that juncture the southern parts of Russia were occupied by the Pechenegs and there 
was no production of grain. The possibilities of food supplies from there were connected 
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with the Cherchen peninsula. We can imagine that John bought food from Bulgaria with the 
purpose to sell it in Chersones. It can also be assumed, contrary to that, that John provided 
both the Bulgarians and the citizens of Chersones with food supplies. In any case, it will be 
rather unsafe to rely solely on the information from a single seal. 


B. Without toponyms 


On the face of it, the only difference between the present seals and those from the 
volume Seals with Geographical Names is the fact that they bear no toponyms. We can even 
say that some of them belonged to one and the same person before or after he was appointed 
in the respective military and administrative unit. I have classified them into several groups 
according to their positions: doukes and katepanos, startegoi, tourmarchai, klissourarkai, etc. 
The owners of the seals in each groups have been listed according to the alphabetical order 
of their homonyms. 

It strikes one that with this compact group of seals as well, the absence of a toponym 
was quite often compensated with a patronym. It seems that in this case too, by analogy 
with those presented in chapter one, part three, representatives of aristocratic families are 
concerned. They were the honorary entourage of the ruler not only in the Palace during 
solemn processions and ceremonies, but also during military campaigns and expeditions. 
They were always at the emperor’s disposal as a contingent ready to be dispatched any 
moment to important tactical and strategic places. 


1. Δοὺξ-κατεπάνω 


They have similar development and significance having been identical during some 
periods. δοὺξ has a Latin origin, while κατεπάνω (ὁ ἐπάνω) --α Greek one. They were 
used according to the peculiarities of the given region and in compliance with the period 
under discussion. 

They generally mean a military commander, who until the [Xth c. commanded a military 
division within a given theme and was subordinate to the local strategos. Subsequently (in 
the third quarter of the Xth c. and specifically in the period reflected in the Escurial taktikon) 
we find them as commanders of the tagmata resident in the respective theme, to which the 
strategoi of the neighboring smaller themes were subordinate in critical situations. Thus, 
a strategic belt of douxdoms, katepanates and their adjoining strategia was created in the 
Empire. That was a characteristic feature especially of the frontier regions. The doux or 
katepano was appointed directly by the emperor and was responsible solely before him. 

Regarding the large traditional themes in the interior of the Empire, some evolutionary 
changes in their administration and defense are observed. In compliance with the general 
processes in the Empire, the role of the mercenary army (tagmata) increased at the expense 
ofthe thematic one (volunteer troops) formerly under the command of doukes and katepanos. 
That led to the increase of their role in the region and to the gradual accumulation in their 
hands of other functions, besides the military ones, concerning civil administration; thus, 
the strategoi were gradually replaced with katepanos and doukes. Volume one of the present 
research dealt with seals bearing the position of katepano or doux connected with the name 
of the principal settlement where he resided. It most often coincided with the former thematic 
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structure, but there were new centers as well. Since the enthronement of Alexios I Komnenos 
(1081-1 118), there had been a tendency for a final establishment of the position of doux and 
making it the only possible position. 

But there are also dignitaries whose seals bear no toponyms, just like earlier with seals 
of katepanos, strategoi, tourmarchai, kommerkiarioi, etc. What were they then? 

Commanders of troops of the tagmata at the emperor’s disposal, who were dispatched 
at the head of military contingents where deemed necessary, or high-ranking dignitaries 
experienced in military science and civil administration, who were at the emperor’s disposal 
and had to be sent when there was a vacancy in the province. 

Perhaps both possibilities were valid. One should consider each case separately. 

The origin and development of these positions have been debated for a long time. 
Some of the studies contain the available information from narrative sources. Others tried to 
trace down the development of this position. In this connection, the assumption of the rank 
development from strategos to doux generally accepted as promotion should be ruled out. 

Lit. Ahrweiler, Recherches, 52-67; Oikonomides, Listes, 342, 344, 349, 354; 
Wasilewski, Duc, catepan et pronoetes, 233-239; Oikonomides, Evolution, 148-149: 
Cheynet, Du stratege - au duc, 181-194; Kühn, Armee, 159-169. 


1444. Ανδρόνικος Φιλοκάλης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s-1070s) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20188. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-19 (18?) 3 mm. W 
4.18 g. Low-quality imprint, made in a loose boulloterion. The imprint on the rev. slipped and moved 7 
mm aside. The blank was smaller than the dies. The letters from the text are not distinct, some preserved 
only in outline. Nevertheless, the reading is secure. 
Ed. Mopaanuos, /Ipecaae, Ne 323; Jordanov, Family Names, no.733. 
Parallels: Further five specimens from the same boulloterion were found in Istanbul (unpublished in DO 
77. 34. 24); Srem, modern Serbia, (see SBS, 3, 117-118, no. 3) and unpublished in the collection of the 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, no 1978.61 (originates from Asia Minor); in Istanbul (Istanbul, IH, 554 
[309]; and in the O'Hara collection, no. 20. dd 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion. No sigla visible. 

Rev. Inscription in seven lines: 
κ ΕΚ ΘῚ z CWA8A’ | ..PONIK@ | .CTAPXHS |. ΤΕΠΑΝΩ | .(ODHAO | .AAH 
[Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) [τῷ] σῷ δούλ(φ) [ Ανδ]ρονίκῳ [βε]στάρχη (καὶ) 
[κα]τεπάνω [τ]ῷ Φηλο[κ]άλη 


Additional information: 


A complete and very well-preserved specimen having belonged to Andronikos 


Philokales only as vestarches was offered at Auction Gorny & Mosch, no. 156, 5 March 2007, 
Lot number: 2542. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion before her chest. Sigla: M-P || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


OKCR'O'| ANAPON'| RECTAPX’| TO«IAO | - ΚΑΛΗ - 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) ᾿Ανδρον(ίκῳ) βεστάρχ(ῃ) τῷ Φιλοκάλη 


1445-1446. Βαρδάνιος Βαλανέας δισύπατος καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s) 





1445. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 2387. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-28 (27) 3 mm. W. 
10.70 g. Well-centered and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Mopaanos, IIpecnasg, Ne 327; Jordanov, F. Names, no.81. 


1446. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 24819. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati 
Voyvoda. D. 20-21 (?) 3 mm. W. 4.66 g. Incomplete imprint. Blank quite smaller than the diameter of the 
dies, but nevertheless a well-centered imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, no. 2; Jordanov, F. Names, no.82. 
Both specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: @-NI-K’ || A-AO-C 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR^O'| RAPA'AIC | IIAT'SKATE€ | MANOTO | RAANCA | cR 
+K(bpve β(οή)θίει) Βαρδί(ανίφ) δισ(υ)πάτ(ῳ) (καὶ) κατεπάνω τῷ Βαλ(α)νέᾳ 


1447. Βαρδάνιος Βαλανέας πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω (10505- 10605) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav. Found in the course of excavations in the Palace under the supervision 
of M. Vaklinova in 1997. D. 24-24 (?) 1.5-2 mm. 
Ed. Vaklinova, M. An Unpublished Byzantine Seal from Veliki Preslav.- Archeologia Bulgarica, 4, 2000, 
1, 87-93; Jordanov, Family Names, no.83. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas as above. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KCR^O'| RAPATIPI | SKATCIIN | TORAAA | -NEA 
-K(ópuUs β(οή)θίει) Βαρδ(ανίῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) κατεπ(ά)ν(ω) τῷ Βαλανέᾳ 


1448. Βασιλάκης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ (?-1078) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 2. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-27 (25) 4 mm.W. 16.20 g. Incomplete 
imprint due to slipping of the blank at the strike (especially on the reverse with the text) rather than the 
equal size of the dies and the blank. 

Ed. Mymwos, Πεπατµ Ne 41; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 86. 
Parallels: The Schlumberger collection, Sceaux inedits, no. 333, contains a bulla conceivably struck in 
the same boulloterion, but since it is not documented and illustrated, | cannot be sure. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne holding a medallion of Christ before her 
breast. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
OKERO | HOEITWC. | AOVAORA. | AAKIOAII | CAPOSSA. | - o - 
ΣΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ OTOH δούλῳ Βαἡσ(ι)ηλακίῳ (πρω)τ(ο)πἠρ(ο)ἠέδρῳ 
(καὶ) δἠουκ(ι)ῆ 


1449-1451. Βασίλειος ᾽Αποκάπης μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ (1064-1065) 
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1449. Private collection (Jordan Kassabov from the village of Bradvari, Silistra region). Found on the land 
of the village. D. 30-33 (24) 3.6 mm. Incomplete imprint. The text on either side of the reverse is not 
imprinted. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 43. 


1450. RHM-Silistra, no. 54 [1980]. Found on the land of the town. D. 20-34 (24) 3 mm. Half of a bulla with 
what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 44. 


1451. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 191. Originates from northeastern Bulgaria. It was sold to the 
Museum by Jheko Zahariev Byulbyulev from Harmanli, whose seals mainly originate from Silistra. D. 
23-25(24) 3 mm. A truncated bulla, incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 45. 


1451A. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad [I 2009]). Find-spot: Preslav ?. D. 24-35 (?) 2.1 mm. 
Specimen in a poor state of preservation. A large fragment broken. 
Unpublished. 
The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Barnea, Paristrion, 270-272, found in Nufarul; unpublished from the collection of Zacos, III. 
no 1458/6. Struck in the same boulloterion as our specimens. 


Obv. St. Basil standing, blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-R-A || CIA... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
l. + KCR'O'|. ACIAC.. |. ATICT ..|. RECT’SAS | KTOAN . | KAIT 


2. .ΚΕΒΘῚΊ .. CIA€. |. .. ICTPO |. ... T'SA8| KTMAMO| KAIT 
ο κα ασ. |. .TICT. . |.. ECT’SA8|. . . AH. KAIT 
4... .. .| RACIACI. |. ATICT ..| .. €CT'SA .|KTOATI. | .... 


When juxtaposing the four specimens struck in the same boulloterion, we can read: 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) nBnaciXento unoytoxpo, βέστ(ῃ) (καὶ) δουκὶ τῷ 
᾽Αποκάπ(η) 


1452. Βρυένιος Βατάτζης ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s-1060s) 


Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov from Elhovo). Recovered at the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, 
district of Elkhovo. D. 26 mm. It gives the impression that the relief with the representation of the Virgin 
is high and of good quality. Due to poor centering of the strike, the first line reverse was not imprinted. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 11; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 90. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin, wearing chiton and maphorion, holding medallion of Christ before 
her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
TM | TOCOAS'[RPVENIO | TIPIIANOVIT| SKATEMAN( | TORATA |-ΤΗ- 
[ +O(eotó)ke β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δού(λφ) Βρυεν(ίῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) 
κατεπάνω τῷ Βατάτζ(ῃ) 


1453. Γεώργιος Μονομαχάτος μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ (1070s) 





Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-27 mm. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 472. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin standing frontally, holding Christ on l. arm. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
OKE.. | TOCQAO...| ΓΕΘΡΓΙΘΜΑ | FICTPOS A8 | KITWMONQ | MAXAT' 
ΣΘ(εοτό)κε ἡἠβ(οή)θ(ει)ή τῷ σῷ δοἠύλφή Γεωργίῳ μαγίστρῳ (καὶ) δουκὶ τῷ 
Μονωμαχάτ(ῳ) 


1454-1461. Γρηγόριος Μαυροκατακαλὼν ἀνθύπατος καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s- 
1060s) 


A. κατεπάνω 

1454. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 20109. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D.19-20 (16) 
4 mm. W. 7.80 g. Well-preserved but low-quality imprint. More than half of the letters on the rev. are 
unclear and double-struck. 
Ed. [ορπΆηθΒ, IIpecnas, Ne 328; Jordanov, F. Names, no.442. 


1455. RHM-Silistra, no. 39. Found in the town. D.16.5-17.5 (16) 2.5 mm. Well-centered imprint, but some of 
the letters are indistinct, presumably later damaged. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cuunuctpa, I, Ne 7; Jordanov, F Names, no. 443. 


1456. RHM-Shumen, no. 14814. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
16.5-16 mm. W. 4.50 g. Complete but poorly-preserved imprint. Worn surface, particularly of the rev. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 444. 
The three specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
(9-A-H-M--I]| T-P-I-O-C 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KCR'O'| ΓΡΗΓΟΡΙΩ | ΚΑΤΕΠΑΝΩ | TOOMAVPO | KATAKA |- ΛΩΝ - 
*K(ópus β(οή)θίει) Γριγορίῳ κατεπάνω τῷ Μαυροκατακαλὼν 


Β. ἀνθύπατος καὶ κατεπάνω: 


1457. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22151. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 12-22 (19 3) 
3 mm. Half specimen of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Hopazanos, Tpecaae Ne 330; Jordanov, F Names, no.445. 


1458. Archaeological Museum, Velilki Preslav, no. 54. According to T. Totev, supervisor of the excavations, it 
was found in the Stamboliolou locality, which I doubt. I suppose the same find-spot as the above. D.20-20 
(?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, particularly on the rev. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.446. 


1459. RHM-Silistra, no. 86. Find-spot: the town. D. 19-19 mm. Heavily worn imprint with almost obliterated 


letters of the text. Holed to the r. of St. Demetrios and presumably used as a fishing lead. 
Ed. lHopaauos, Cuwncrpa, I, Ne 6; Jordanov, F Names, no.447. 
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1460. Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: the village of Vetren, district of Silistra. D. 20-20 
(17) 2.5 mm, W. 6.26 g. 
Ed. Bunuk, Damunun umena, N 4; Jordanov, F. Names, no.448. 
The four specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Unpublished specimen from DO. 58. 106. 2018. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios as above, but struck with a different matrix. Vertical inscription: 
@-A-H-M-]||T-PI-OC 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: : 
a)t... . |IPH. ...|ANOGV ...|SKAT. .. |NOTO) ...|POKA..|KAA. 
b) ..... | . PHTOPI| . NOVIIAT'| .KATCIIA | NWTWMAV | POKATA| KAAQ) 
d) + KER’O’| ΓΡΗΓΟΡΙΊ ANOVITAT’| SKATEIIA | N(.OTOMAY | POKATA| KAAQ) 

+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει)] Γρηγορί(ῳ) ἀνθυπατ(ῳ) (xoi) κατεπάνω τῷ 

Μαυροκατακαλὼ(ν) 


ς. ἀνθύπατος καὶ κατεπάνω: 


1461. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 13130. Find-spot: Silistra D. 19-19.5 (17) 3 mm. Once a good 
imprint, now the bulla is partially preserved. A portion though small is chipped out of it and some letters 
are corroded. ; 


Ed. Πορπαηοβ, Cunucrpa, I, Ne 5; Jordanov, E Names, no.449. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios as above, but struck with a different matrix. The saint holds the 
spear in front of his chest and not against his shoulder. Vertical inscription: 9-A-H- 
MH]|T-PI-O' 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

+ KE.. | PPH.PI | QANOV.A| TOSKAT..A | NOTOMAV | POKATA | ΚΑΛΟ 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε [β(οή)θίει)] Γρη[γο]ρίῳ ἀνθυ[π]ατῳ (καὶ) κατ[επ]άνω τῷ 
Μαυροκατακαλὼ(ν) 


1462. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν βέστης, ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s- 
10605) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 57. Found in the course of excavations of the inner fortress wall of the medieval Dristra in 
1986. D. 26-27.5 (25) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint due to off-centering and slipping of the blank in the 
boulloterion. Parts of the depiction and inscription are out of the blank. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Cusuctpa, HI, Ne 3; Jordanov, F. Names, no.304. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), his ]. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription: ..... || T-PH-O-C 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ KCR'O'| IMI... | (ΟΠΡΠΑΝ..| TAT@RECTI | KATEIIA | NTOKATA [KAAQ 
+K(vpve β(οή)θ(ει) [Δ]ιμι[τρί]ῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίφ) ἀν[θυ]πάτῳ βέστι [(καὺ] 
κατεπάν(ω) τῷ Κατακαλώ(ν) 





1463. Ἰωάννης Γαβαλᾶς βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω (third quarter, XI c.) 
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Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 895. Reported find-spot: Rodosto, from where it was carried during the 
war. D. 18-20 (16) 3.6 mm. W. 7.10 g. Well-centered, but weak imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov. Plovdiv, no. 18; Jordanov, F. Names, no.128. 
Parallels: An unpublished and better printed specimen is preserved in DO. 58. 106. 3725. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KER’O’| TOCHA’ | IWREC | - TH - 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
KAIKA | TCIIANO) | TOTARA | - AA - 
*K(ópue β(οή)θίει) τῷ o τῷ δ(ούλῳ) Ἰω(άννη) βέστῃ καὶ κατεπάνω τῷ 
Γαβαλᾷ 


1464. Ἰωάννης Συναδηνὸς κουροπαλάτης καὶ δοὺξ (late XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Kazanluk. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 (over 24) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint in a poor 
state of preservation. Perforated in the upper part. All this renders the reading difficult. The text is restored 
largely following other specimens of the same individual with the same positions preserved in collections 
abroad. 

Ed. Wopaanos, bepoe, IIL.4; Jordanov, F. Names, no.686. 
No exact parallels. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a throne, holding a medallion of Christ before her breast. 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+IQAN..| KSPOTIA.. |. SAOVEO | ..NAIAT. | 
t Io&v[vnc] κουροπα[λάτ(ης)] (καὶ) δοὺξ ὁ [Συ]ναδι[ν(ὸς)] 


1465-1466. Κατακαλὼν / Καμένος / Κεκαυμένος ανθύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ 
κατεπάνω (1050s-1060s) 


1465. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 117. Found accidentally in Pliska on the terrain south of the Little 
Palace. D. 28-28.5 (27?) 4 mm. W. 23. 04 g. Incomplete imprint. The bulla itself is corrugated and as it 
seems burnt. This renders its reading difficult and mostly the last line of the reverse, where the patronym 
should be inscribed. | cannot add anything else to what was said by its first publisher, except that there is 
space for one or two letters at the beginning of the line and that the last letter resembles N. 

Ed. Macaes, Meuaru, Ne 3; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 257. 


1466. Archaeological Museum, Varna, no. VIII 209. According to its former owners, treasure-hunters from 
Novi Pazar, the bulla comes from Pliska. D. 21.5- 31 (18) 3 mm. Half of a specimen with damaged 
letters of the text, which does not allow for an overall reading, but nevertheless makes certain corrections 
in the reading of the specimen already published. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 258. 
Both seals were struck with the same pair of dies. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding scepter ornamented with three balls (r. hand) and globus 
(1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a. KATAK . | . ANOVIIA| TIIPISKA |. EHAN .. | KAMN 
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b. ATA. .| "ANO. . .| . HPIS.. |TEHI.... |K... 
Κατακ[αλ(ὼν)] ανθύπατ(ος) π(ατ)ρί(κιος) (καὶ) κατεπάν[ω ὁ] Καμ(έ)ν(ος) 


1467-1474. [Γριγόριος] Κουρκούας δοὺξ (late XI c.) 


1467. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 5362. Find-spot: the town. D. 16-19(15) 2 mm. W. 7.50 g. Good 
imprint and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, πο. 9; Jordanov, F. Names, no.372. 


1468. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 5361. Find-spot: the town. D. 14-16(15) 2 mm. W. 4.60 g. 
Incomplete imprint, some letters are out of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 10; Jordanov, F. Names, no.373. 


1469. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 5283. Find-spot: the environs of Parvomai. D. 23-25(15) 2.5 mm. 
W. 8.20 g. Incomplete imprint and a poorly-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no.10; Jordanov, £ Names, no.37+ 


1470. Private collection (a collector from Sofia). I examined it at the Numismatic Club in Sofia on Nov. 13, 
1996. D. 21-21 mm. Complete imprint but in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F£ Names, no.375. 


1471. Private collection. Found by a treasure-hunter with a metal detector in the stronghold near Dobri Dol. D. 
21-22 mm. A complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Dobri Dol, no. 7; Jordanov, F£ Names, no.376. 


1472. RHM-Shumen, no. 14730/4. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Dobri dol? 
D. 18-20 (15 ?) 4 mm. W. 7.56 g. A complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.324. 
The six specimens come from the same pair of dies. 
Parallels: Unpublished specimen preserved in the collection Zacos, HI, no. 1394/95-2. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines. 
--|- AOV | KOCCOPA | TIZW 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines. 
ΤΑΟΓΡΑ | BACTOV | KOVPK8 | -A- 
*Aovkóc σφραγίζω τὰς γραφὰς τοῦ Κουρκούα 


1473. Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 5363. Find-spot: the town. D. 20-22(?) 2 mm. W. 5.97 g. Complete, 
though not very well-centered imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no.11; Jordanov, £ Names, no.377. 





1474. Private collection (a collector from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-21 mm. Incomplete imprint in a 
poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 378. | 
No parallels known. | 


Obv. Inscription of three lines. 
+ | AOVKOC | CPAT | IZO 
Rev. Inscription of three lines. 
TAC | FPADAC | TOVK8P | KOVA 
ΣΛουκὸς σφραγίζω τὰς γραφὰς τοῦ Κουρκούα 
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1475-1478. Κωνσταντῖνος Δαλασηνὸς πρόεδρος καὶ δουξ (1050s-1060s) 


1475. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 23715. Find-spot: northeastern Bulgaria, probably Silistra. D. 
13.5-22 (7) 3 mm. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no.158. 


1476. Private collection (Asen Hadzhikostov, Stara Zagora). Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of 
Kalugerovo, Haskovo region. D. 22-27 (?) 3 mm. Once a good imprint, now in a poor state of preservation. 
Parts broken. About two thirds of the whole bulla is preserved. 

Ed.Jordanov, F. Names, no.159. 


1477. Private collection (a collector from Haskovo). I obtained a copy through D. Aladzhov. Find-spot: the 
stronghold near Dimitrovgrad. D. 26-27 (?)? mm. Well-centered and well-executed imprint. The bulla 
itself is in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Γ Names, no.160. 


1478. RHM-Shumen. no. 15483. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 206. Find-spot: 
Pomorie. D.20-27 (25) 3.1 mm. W. 9. 38 g. Once a good imprint. Now almost a half is missing. The 
reading is no problem due to available parallels. 

Unpublished. 
The four specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Sode, Berlin, ll, no. 372. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), his |. hand resting on a shield 
set on the ground. Vertical inscription:O-A-FI-O-C || A-MH-TP-I-@ 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


2n αὐτάρ σεν L0... TKON. ... ΑΡ κών RETE e i ο E g 
BY sow Me |. WCWASA | . ONIIPOC |. POKAIAS | . ITWAAAA | CHNO 
c) + KCR'O'| TOOCOAS . | KONIIPO€ | APOKAIAS | KITOAAAA | CHNO 
d). KER. | .. CWA8.| ... ΠΡΟΕ |.. . KAIA8].. . OAAAA |. HNO 
+ Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) προέδρῳ καὶ δουκὶ τῷ 
Λαλασηνῷ 


1479-1482. Κωνσταντῖνος Οὐμπερτοπούλος 1080s-1090s 


His names are attested on three or four groups of seals from Bulgaria: 
A. νοβελίσσιµος καὶ δοὺξ 


1479. RHM-Pernik no. 358. Found during clearing of the grass in the fortress church on 18^ May 1970. D. 21- 
21 (20) 3 mm. Good imprint, but still the side letters of the text are indistinct. 
Ed. IOpykona, []ερημκ, 117-118, ra6a. 1.3; Jordanov, E Names, no.529. 
Parallels: Unpublished in IFEB, no. 239. Struck in the same boulloterion. On its basis we correct some 
of the errors of the original publisher. 


Obv. Archangel Michael standing frontally on a souppedion, with nimbus and wide-spread 
wings, wearing a long chiton and himation. He holds (r. hand) a labarum and a globus 
cruciger (l. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+ KCR'O'| OCHASAN |. .CONNORC. | .CIMSASK | ...I€P | - T - 
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+ Κ(ώρυε β(οή)θ(ει) [τ]ῷ σῷ dovo) [Κ]ων(σταντίνῳ) νωβε [λι]σίμ(ῳ) (καὶ) 
δουκ(ὶ) [τῷ Οὐμ]πέρτ(ῳ) 


B. πρωτονοβελίσσιµος καὶ δοὺξ: 


1480. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 26851. Found in the course of excavations near the 
residence of the Byzantine strategos of the city. D. 26-26 (18) 4 mm. W. 16.45 g. Good imprint with 
raised depiction. 

Ed. Wopaanos, ITpecaae, Ne 331; Jordanov, F Names, no.530. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same pair of dies was found in the vicinity of Sirmium, see 
Barisic, F. Vizantijski olovni pecat iz Sirmijuma.- Zb. phill. fakult., 8.1, 1964, 183-190. 


Obv. Archangel Michael as above, but struck with a different matrix. On either side, the 
sigla: M-I || X-. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ KCR'O'| TOCOASA' | KONA'NO) | REAAICHM’| SABKI TQ | ΝΜΠΕΡ | T’ 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)νωβελλισίμ(ῳ) 
(καὶ) δουκὶ τῷ Οὐμπέρτ(ῳ) 


C. σεβαστός καὶ δοὺξ: 


1481. RHM-Pernik. Found in the course of excavations of the medieval fortress near the modern town. D. 26- 
26 (24) 3 mm. Its left side is more weakly printed. 
Ed. tOpyxosa, IHlepuug, 119-120, ra63. 11.4; Jordanov, F Names, no.531. 
Parallels: Further three specimens are preserved in the collections of Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 55. 1. 3059) 
and Zacos, III, no 1472/2-1. With the last two, the boulloterion seems to have been retooled at a particular 
point of time, since the last line ends differently with them: TO) | SMITEP | τωλω 


Obv. Archangel Michael standing frontally on a souppedion with nimbus and wide-spread 
wings, wearing a short military tunic and a cloak. He props himself on a scepter (r. 
hand) with trefoil ornament and holds a globus cruciger (l. hand). On either side, the 
sigla: M-I || X-A. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+ KCR'O'| TOCWAS8A’ | KONCERAC | TWSASKITQ | 8MIIEP | TO 
+ Κ(ώρυε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) σεβαστῷ (kai) δουκὶ τῷ 
Οὐμπέρτῳ 


D. 

1482 Historical Museum, Silistra. Found in the course of excavations in the town in 1998. D. 25-26 mm. Poor 
state of preservation. A portion chipped. 
Ed. Jordanov, £ Names, no.532. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Archangel Michael standing frontally on a souppedion as a warrior. He holds a sword 
(r. hand) and his |. hand is set on his waist. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
Ἐν aaa BAX | K.A | T.....0 | T..IEP |.. 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ]ούλ(ῳ) Κ[ων(σταντίνῳ) .... ] τ[ῷ Οὐμ]περ[τῳ] 
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1483. Λανδούλφος σεβαστός καὶ δοὺξ (XI-XII c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14644. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Thus, the information on its 
find-spot is not certain. However, southern Bulgaria and the Plovdiv region is a plausible one. D. 24-25 
(23) 4 mm. W. Weak imprint. Some letters are blotted out and obliterated, but the reading of the text is 


not problematic. 

Ed. liopaanos, Janannu, Ne 2, 183-185; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 398. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion was found in Athens. See Zekos, Athens, p. 
82, no. 2; J.-C. Cheynet, C. Morrisson. Texte et l'image sur le sceaux byzantins: les raisons d'un choix 
iconographique.-SBS, 4, 1995, 18-19, 


Obv. Bust of St. Matthew facing, with nimbus and himation, blessing (r. hand) and holding a 
book (1. hand). Vertical inscription in two columns: Θ-Μ-ΑΤ-ΘΕ-Ο || 9-II-OC-TO-A'" 
: Ὁ ἄγιος) Ματθέο(ς) Ὁ (yros Α)ποστόλ(ης). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR'O'| AANABA | POCERAC | TOSA8 | KA 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Λανδούλφο σεβαστο (xai) δουκὰ 


1484. Μιχαὴλ Μαύριξ μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (1068-1070). 


Private collection. Unspecified origin. D. 23-25 mm. Very good imprint and a bulla in a superb state of 
preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 426. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
on either side: ....|(0-P-I" 

Rev. [Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’. | ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | MATICTPO) | SKATETIAN’| ΤΩΜΑΝ | -PIKA- 
+ K(dpve β(οή)[θ(ει)] Μιχαὴλ μαγίστρῳ (καὶ κατεπάν(ω) τῷ Μαύρικα 


1485-1486. Νικήτας Γλαβᾶς μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s-1070s) 


1485. Private collection, according to the information of V. Panteleev from Varna. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 
20-21 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 145. 


1486. Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found in the course of archaeological excavations of the Palace Church 
site in 2006.D. 20-21 mm. The specimen was struck on a small corroded blank which would render the 
reading difficult provided no parallels were available. 

Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: Unpublished specimens in the collection of DO.58. 106. 2205 and DO. 55. 1. 4221. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+C@PA | ΓΙΟΝΙΚΗ | TAMATI | CTPOV 
ΟΦ... |. ICNIKH| . AMATI| ...OV 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΚΑΙ |KATEIIA | NOTON | PA. R. 
jcc Ale) Ae usc Ne ... TAARA 
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ἜΣφραγὶς Νικήτᾳ payiotpov καὶ κατεπάνω τὸν Γλαβᾶ(ν) 


The name of Niketas Glabas is attested in the narrative sources. John Skylitzes 
reports that in the war against the Pechenegs in 1050, the Roman army would have been 
lost but for the sudden march out from Adrianoupolis of Νικήτας πρωτοσπαθάριος ò 
Γλαβᾶς τοποτηρητὴς Ov τοῦ τάγματος τῶν σχολῶν. The Patzinaks saw; and as they 
were apprehensive of the arrival of Basil the Synkellos with the troops of the Bulgaricon 
(Skylitzes, 471.2-4). 

Known are further two groups of seals bearing the names of Niketas Glabas: 

a. in his capacity as πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητῆς, according to an unpublished 
specimen in DO (55. 1. 3036); 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. IKHT'| R'A'CIIAG' | . MOTIP | TOTAA | RAC 

b. as πατρίκιος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς, see Mordtmann, Conference, p.48; 
Schlumberger, Sig., p. 667, now in MK-Wien, no. 379, see Wassiliou, Seibt, no. 296. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev.-: - |[NIKHT'| ΠΡΙΥΠΑ | TSCTPAT' | ΓΌΓΛΑ | -R’- 

Provided we accept that all these seals cover one person, Niketas Glabas reported in 
Skylitzes, then his cursus honorum will have the following outlines: 

a. πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητῆς OV τοῦ τάγματος τῶν σχολῶν (1050) 

b. πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s-1060s) 

c. μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s-1070s) 


The question which arises in our case is about the connection between these events 
and the discovery of Niketas Glabas’s seal in Preslav. He must have taken part in the battle 
against the Pechenegs in 1053, which was a catastrophe for the Byzantines. However, as it 
seems Niketas managed to survive in order to meet him later as katepano and magistros in 
which capacity he maintained his correspondence to Preslav. 


1487. Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 36 [83]. Found on the land of the town. D. 23-26 (20) 3 mm. A good imprint but a bulla in a 
poor state of preservation. Oxidated surface. 
Ed. Mopnanon, Cunucrpa, I, Νο 14; Jordanov, E Names, no. 96. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
flies |M-T-P' 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ ATIE | AIMITPH|EROHO’NIKH | DOP’RECTAP | XSKATEIIA | NOTORA | 
TATH 
+ Άγιε Διμιτρήε βαήθ(ει) Νικηφόρ(ῳ) βεστάρχ(η) (καὶ) κατεπάνο το 
Βατάτζῃ 


1488-1489. Νικηφόρος Σαραντηνός πρόεδρος, μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω (last 
third, XI c.) 
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A. μάγιστρος καὶ κατεπάνω 


1488. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. Purchased from a middleman from Russe. D. 
22-24 mm. Incomplete imprint. The first line of the text remained out of the blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no.641. 
Parallels: Another unpublished specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Dumbarton 
Oaks Collection DO 55. 1. 3291. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on shield set 
on the ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: O-A-IT-O-S || AH-MI-TP-IO-C 
Κεν. Inscription of six lines: 
dM [ΝΙΚΗΦΟΡΟ | MATICTPQ) | SKATEIIAN’| TOOCAPAN | THNO) 
[+ Κ(ώρυε β(ο)ήθίει)] Νικηφόρο μαγίστρῳ (καὶ) κατεπάν(ω) τῷ Σαραντηνῷ 


B. πρόεδρος καὶ κατεπάνω 


1489. National Historical Museum, Sofia . Find-spot: uncertain. ] documented it in Shumen; it was among the 
seals, which Emil Kosev had collected with the intention to sell them in Sofia. D. 19-24 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. The first letters of almost every line remained out of the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.642. 
No parallels known. 
Parallels. Gorny & Mosch Auction 156. 5 March 2007 Lot number: 2544 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing, as above. No remains of the inscription. 
Rev. Inscription in six lines: 
.€R'O'| .KHOOP'A'| .APOSKA | ΕΠΑΝΩΤΩ | CAPANTI | NO 
[+ Κίώρυ)]ε β(ογήθ(ει) [Νι]κηφόρ(ο) (προ)[έ]δρῳ (καὶ) κα[τ]επάνω τῷ 
Σαραντηνῷ 


1490-1491. Ῥωμανὸς Διογένης βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω (1050s-1060s) 


1490. RHM-Silistra, no. 62. Found in the stronghold near the village of Vetren. D.26-29 (27) 5 mm. Unsuccessful 
imprint both because the blank was smaller in diameter than the dies and because it was off-centered. 
The channel opening was not pressed in the boulloterion. The surface of the boulloterion is covered with 
lead oxides. 
Ed. Arauacoa-lMopaauos, Bempen, Ne 116; Jordanov, F: Names, no. 167. 


1491. RHM-Shumen, no. 15239. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 
21-35 mm. W. 17.44 g. Heavily corroded half. The restoration of the text is on the basis of the parallel. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.326 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No exact parallels. Another specimen struck in a different boulloterion is preserved in the unpublished 
collection of Zacos, II, no. 1552. A specimen, offered at the auction Hirrsch, 177, 10-13. 02. 1993, no. 
1419, was struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore Stratelates holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: ®©-O€-O-AW-PO-C || O-CT-P-TIA-TIC 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
bic | POMA.ORE. | TPX’.KATTIA | N'T.AIO | T.NI 
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[+K(Opve β(οή)θίει)] Ῥωμα[ν]ῷ βε[σ]τάρχ(η)[(καὐ] κατ(ε)πάν(ω) τ[ῷ] 
Διογ[έ]νι 


1492-1493. Σαμουὴλ. Αλουσιάνος πρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ (early 1070s). 


He is represented by two different groups of seals: 

A. 

1492. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-26 mm. Complete and a well-preserved 
imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Kopnyc, ο. 180, N 14; Jordanov, F Names, no.25. 
Parallels: Further four specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the collections of the 
Hermitage (M-5945, see Illaunposckaa, c. C. H3 ucropum bonrapun..., 457-458, puc. 1); Zarnitz (see 
Seibt, Zarnitz, Kunstwerk., Nr. 3.1.9); Zacos, III (see Spink Auction 135, no. 280, and unpublished in 
Fogg A. M. (πο. 280); Gorny & Mosch Auction 156. Auction date: 5 March 2007. Lot number: 2543. 


Obv. The Virgin seated frontally on a backless throne holding Christ on her lap. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+ OKE | ROHOEI | CAMOVHA| IIPOCAPQ) | SABKITO) | AAOVCI | ANQ) 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει Σαμουὴλ. προέδρῳ (καὶ) δουκὶ τῷ ᾿Αλουιάνῳ 


Β. 

1493 Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 53. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 mm. Complete and a well- 
preserved imprint. 
Ed. 3ΠΒΤΑΡΟΕΚΗ, c. H. Monuszosyn ‘Ha Camyun ΑπγοµαΗ. - MBA, 1, 1922, 86-102. - B: Hsópanu 
npouseeoeuus, 2. C., 1984, 172-185; Hopnanos, Kopnyc, c.180, N 15 Jordanov, F Names, no.24. 
Parallels: Further three specimens struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the Athens Numismatic 
Museum (no. 188a, see Konstantopoulos, Athens, no. 188a; Stavrakos, πο. 9); the Free Berlin University 
(see Sode, Berlin II, πο. 393) and an unpublished one in Zacos, II, no. 1464. 


Obv. The Virgin seated frontally on a high-backed throne holding Christ on her lap. Circular 
inscription along a border of dots: + OKEROHO’TWCWAOVAM 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| CAMBHA | HPOCAPO | KAIAOVKI | TOAAOV | CIANO) 
i Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθίει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Σαμουὴλ. προέδρῳ καὶ δουκὶ τῷ 
Αλονιάνῳ 


1493A. Στέφανος Κοντοστέφανος νωβελλίσιμος καὶ δοὺξ (before 1094) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 29-30 mm. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 359. 


Parallels: Fogg A.M. no. 2080; DO. 58. 106. 3578 (see Laurent, Corpus, Il, no. 971); Wien-MK, πο. 


249 (see Wassiliou, Seibt, no. 249) and unpublished from the Hermitage (M-2316; M-2345; M-3344;M- 
9917). 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription in 
two columns: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο || F€-WP-T IO' : Ὁ ἅγιοίς) Γεώργιο(ς). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ἘΚΕΚΟΗΘΊ CTCEDANW | NWREAAIC | MWSAOVKH | TVKONTW | 
CTEDAN 
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+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) Στεφάνῳ νωβελλισ(ί)μῳ καὶ δουκὴ τῷ Κοντοστεφάν(φ) 
1494. N., Γλαβᾶς βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω (1060s) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, n. 24820. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Zlati Voyvoda. 
D. 21.6-25 (22) 3.5 mm. W. 11.77 g. Incomplete imprint. That renders the reading difficult, especially 
of line 3 which could be deciphered as follows: + ΜΙΧΑΗΛ] or IJOM[ATICT'] = Ἰ]ω(άννης) 
μ[αγιστρ(ῳ)]βέστι καὶ κατεπάνω τῷ Γλαβᾶ. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zlati Voyvoda, πο. 5; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 146. 
Parallels: An unpublished specimen in Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 55. 1. 3034). Unfortunately only three 
lines on the reverse can be read. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines, final between two horizontal bars: 
y | . 0CQ)... | OM..... | RECTIKAI | KATCIIANO | ΤΩΓΛΑΕ | -A- 
[-Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ oo [δούλ]ῳ Μ[ιχαὴλ] βέστι καὶ κατεπάνω τῷ Γλαβᾷ 


2. Στρατηγὸς 


The strategos was a supreme governor of a province subordinate solely to the emperor 
in matters regarding its administration. He was the emperor’s deputy, his representative 
appointed directly by him. He combined in his hands the military and civil authorities. He 
was in charge of the recruitment and condition of the army in his theme, the fortification 
system of the towns, etc. 

Some significant changes are observed from the second half of the Xth c. They are best 
illustrated in the Escurial taktikon. Along with the strategoi of the old traditional themes, 
there is mention of strategoi of new smaller themes located mostly along the frontiers and 
united by a doux or katepano. The region subordinate to such a strategos frequently covered 
the territory of a town or its surroundings. The functions and rights of these minor strategoi 
almost overlapped with those of their counterparts governing the larger themes. However, 
in contrast to the [Xth-Xth centuries, a tendency is observed of restricting their powers, for 
example, in the civil administration, where the judge dominated. 

Again from the late Xth c. another tendency is also observed, which caused the seals 
to fall into this rubric, namely, the existence of a large number of strategoi not bearing a 
toponym, i.e. the absence of the name of the administrative or military unit they must have 
been in charge of. While in the previous part dealing with katepanos and doukes it was 
assumed that certain cases concerned commanders of units from the tagma dispatched to a 
definite region to cope with a particular danger, is it so with the startegoi without toponyms? 
Were they subordinate to the katepano or doux placed ahead of the expeditionary troops, or 
were they the emperor’s ‘reserves’ for filling a vacancy in the provinces? 

As it is in a number of cases lacking in necessary information, in this case too the 
solution must not be one-sided. It may be either the one or the other. 

Many of the startegoi without toponyms were attested by their seals as governors of 
certain larger or smaller themes as well. 

The new tendencies in the development from strategos to katepano and doux have 
already been discussed in Part one. They are in connection with the ‘tagmatisation’ of the 
army. Both the minor and major strategoi were gradually ousted by a doux. 
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The office of strategos gradually lost its administrative sense and was last mentioned 
in 1124. The term strategos continued to be used in narrative sources until the end of the 
existence of Byzantium, but only in technical sense meaning a military commander taking 
part in hostilities. 

Lit. Ahrweiler, Recherches, 52-67; Oikonomides, Listes, 342, 344, 349, 354; 
Wasilewski, Duc, catepan et pronoetes, 233-239;Oikonomides, Evolution, 148-149; 
Cheynet, Du stratege - au duc, 181-194; Kühn, Armee, 159-169. 


1495-1502.᾽Αέτιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (first quarter of the XI* 
century) 


Α. 

1495. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17563. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21.5-22 (18) 2 mm. 
W. 5.10 g. Good imprint but with later damages. 
Ed. Vopnanos, lIpecnae, Ne 334 


1496. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17266. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 14-21 (18) 1 mm, W. 
5.10 g. Good imprint, but only half preserved. 
Ed. lWopnauos, ITpecaae, Νο 335 


1497. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 17275a. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-24 (18) 3.9 mm, 
W. 9.20 g. The bulla is holed and was probably suspended from the document. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 336 


1498. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18086. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 16-26 (18) 3.5 mm, 
W. 5.10 g. Good imprint, more than a half is preserved. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Πρεεπας, Ne 337 


1499. RHM-Shumen, no. 15226. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
24-25 (19) 3 mm. W. 14.28 g. Once a good imprint, now scratched with a blade in the form of a grid. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 327. 
The five specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-O€-O || A-WP’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o- |- ACTI | O’R’A’CTIA | OAP'SCT | PATIT”| -o - 
+ ᾿Αέτιο(ς) β(πρωτο)σπαθάρ(ιος) (καὶ) σταρτιγ(ὸς) 


Β. 

1500. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, πο. 17003. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-24 (18-20) 3 mm, 
W. 10.00 g. The reverse is completely obliterated with a dull object. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Νο 338 


1501. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18095. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 16-26 (?) 2 mm, W. 
5.10 g. Half of a low-quality imprint. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 339 


1502. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18407. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-25 (18-?) 5 mm, 
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W. 15.13 g. Thick low-quality blank. Unsuccessful imprint. 
Ed. lopnanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 340 

The three specimens were struck with the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Simple cross. In the fields above: IC-XC. 

Rev. Struck with the same die as above: 
- o- | -A€TI | O'R'ACIIA | GAP'SCT | PATIL’ - ο - 
+ ᾿Αέτιοί(ς) β(πρωτο)σπαθάρίιος) (καὶ) σταρτιγ(ὸς) 


1503. Αναστάσιος Πολύς πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18408. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-26 (15) 3 mm. 
W. 13.57 g. Well-preserved specimen struck on a rather strange blank. The mixture seems not to have 
mingled well in the mold. The imprint itself is complete and well-preserved. 

Ed. lopaanos, IIpecnae, Ne 341; Jordanov, ΕΓ Names, no. 588. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
—r-|-KE€R'O'| TOOCOAS'| ANACT | CIW 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
TIPIIS | CTPATI | PTOI) - AV - 
+ Κζύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) ᾿Αναστασίῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) στρατιγῷ 
τῷ Πολῦ 


1504. Ανδρόνικος Ν., δισύπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half of the XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 23706. Find-spot: Northeastern Bulgaria. D. 17-20 mm. Incomplete 
imprint since the blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. | 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
ΦΡΑΓΙΙ .NAPONI | K'AVCV | τω 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
| CTPA.. | COTO.. | .... 
[+ E]oópaoyi(c) [Α]νδρόνικ(ῳ) δυσυ[πά]τῳ [καὶ] στρα[τη]γῷ τῷ ..... 


The metrical text and the title δισύπατος point to a general date in the second half of 
the XIth c. With the absence of the patronym, it is impossible to say who this Andronikos 
was. 


1505-1509. Αντρόνικος στρατηγὸς (second half of the XI c.) 


The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion and originate from the Strategia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopnauob, IIpecnae, No 342-346; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 328 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist with both hands open before him. Vertical inscription in 
two columns: ©-IG)-O || IIP-O-A-P' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KERO | HO’TWCWA. | A'ANTPO | NIKOCT | PATII" 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ[ού]λ(ῳ) ᾿Αντρονίκῳ στρατιγ(ῷ) 


The name ᾿Αντρόνικος is quite uncommon and probably attests to an Armenian 
origin. Its only parallels are the two bullae of ᾿Αντρόνικος διοικητὴς καὶ ἐκ προσώπου 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως καὶ Μεσημβρίας found in the Strategia of Preslav (the third quarter 
of the XI" century, see Jordanov, G. Names, no. 10.3). 

It could be assumed that it applies to one and the same person. It should be noted that 
Antronikos did not hold a title. In both cases he presented himself by his offices. The office 
στρατηγὸς is undoubtedly higher than ἐκ προσώπου. After having been ἐκ προσώπου 
of Adrianoupolis and Mesembria, Antronikos was promoted to the office of strategos. 


1510-1516. Αρκάδιος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


1510-1514. The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion and originate from the Strategia of 


Preslav. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσλαθ, Ne 347-351. 


1515. RHM-Shumen, no. 14211. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
11-21 (?) 3.5 mm. W. 4. 23 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, ITpecnae, Ne 352; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 329. 


1516. RHM-Shumen, no. 14712. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: the Strategia 
of Preslav. D. 19-26 mm. W. 4.64 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 329. 


1516A. RHM-Shumen. Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak, no. 240. Find-spot: the Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 16-25 () 3 mm. W. 7.42 g. Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The eight specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KERO | HO'TOCO | ASAWAP | KAAIQ | -Χ- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΠΡΩΤΟ | ΟΠΑΘΑΡ᾽ | KAICTPA | ΤΗΓΩ * | -Χ- 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾿Αρκαδίῳ πρωτοσπαθαρ(ίῳ) καὶ στρατηγῷ 


1517-1521. Βαρδάνιος Βαλνέας πρωτοσπαθάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 


Α. 
1517. RHM-Silistra, no. 51. Found during excavations in Dristra in 1992. D. 27-27.5 mm. Well-preserved 


specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 75(77). 
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1518. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-29 mm. Well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 76 (78). 


1519. RHM-Shumen, no. 14818. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. According to its former 
owner, it was found in the Pliska area. D. 21.5-23 (22) 3 mm. W. 10.44 g. Well-centered. Once a good 
imprint, but now in the center a hole 9 mm in diameter; used as a weight for a spindle (?). 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 79. 


1520. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, field no.1. Found by Dimitar Ivanov while walking the pedestrian area 
tó the west of the Palace Basilica in the Inner City of Pliska at 5 m from the southwest corner. D. 24.-24 
(22) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
The four specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas facing, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: .... || A-AO-C 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR'O'| RAPAAN |A'C IIAO'S| CTPATT' | TONRA| - AN"- 
- K(ópuUe β(οή)θίει) Βαρδαν(ίῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) τὸν 
Βαλ(α)ν(έᾳ) i 


B. 

1521. Private collection. 1 examined it at a meeting of the numismatists in Veliko Turnovo on 5* April 2003. 
Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16-28 mm. Fragment of about one third of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 80 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas, as above. Preserved from the inscription: .... || A-AO-C 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
T |. COAB'| ...AN'A'CIH |...PAT’T | ...N€A- 
[ +K(dpie β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ] σῷ δού(λῳ) Βαρ]δ(ανίῳ) (πρωτο)σπ[αθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
στ]ρατ(ηγῷ) τ(ῷ) [Βαλ(α)]νέᾳ 


1522. Βάρδας Καζάνης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half, XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.13614. Found in Silistra. Dimensions: 22.5-24 (19) 3 mm. Good imprint 
and a well-preserved bulla. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Cunuctpa, I, Ne 3; Jordanov, Family Names, no.244. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding the book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
@-NI-K’ || A-AO-C 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’O’| RAPAAA’| CIIAOAP'S | CTPATIT | OTOKA | ZAKI 
+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει) Ba pda (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίφ) (καὶ) στρατηιγῷ το Καζάκι 


1523. Γεώργιος Κακίκης στρατηγὸς (second half of XI c.) 
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Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-24 mm. Good but incomplete imprint, which renders difficult the 
reading of the patronym. The suggested reading is only one possible variant. 
Ed.Jordanov, Family Names, no.251. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A superb bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-O€-() || .... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER’O’| ΓΕΩΡΓΙΟ | CTPATIT | TOK... | KH 
+ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Γεωργίο στρατιγῷ τῷ Κ[ακι]κη / Κ[αζά]κη 


1524-1525. Γρηγόριος Αλανός πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half of XI c.) 


1524, RHM-Silistra. It was discovered in 1996 in the course of excavations of the fortress. D.25-27 mm. 
Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 21. 


1525. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-25 mm. Once a good imprint, a fragment chipped. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 22. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore facing, holding s a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
15239. o0: | .OCWAS’’ | ΓΡΙΓΩΡΙ( | HPIISCTPA | . HTOTWA|. ΑΝΩ 
1324... dures S ed |........ | HPIISCTPA| THTOTO)A | AANO 
[ΓΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ 8090.9) Γριγωρίῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) στρατηγῷ 
τῷ Αλάνῳ 


1526. Γρηγόριος Κλάδων πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s-1060s) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.16581. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21.5-24 (17) 4 mm, 
W. 12.42 g. Very good imprint in an excellent state of preservation. 
Ed: liopnauob, IIpecnae, Ne 353; Jordanov, F Names, no.313. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios sanding, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on shield set on the 
ground. Vertical inscription: 9-A-H-M-H || T-PI-O' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KCR'O'| ΓΡΙΓΟΡΊ ΠΡΙΒΟΤΡΑ | ΤΙΓΤΩΚΛΑ | o AONI ο 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) Γριγορ(ίῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) στρατιγ(ῷ) τῷ Κλάδονι 


1527-1527A. Γρηγόριος Μαυροκατακαλὼν πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
(1050s-1060s) 


1527. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18071. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18.5-21 (14) 
4 mm. W. 9.80 g. Well-centered and a well-preserved imprint, but the letters are nevertheless not so 
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distinct. 
Ed: ΜορΠβΗοΡ, Iipecnae, Ne 354; Jordanov, F. Names, no.441. 
No parallels known. 


1527A. RHM-Shumen, no. 15444. Find-spot: Silistra. Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. 
D. 18-19 (14 ?) 4 mm. W. 8.80 g. Well-centered, but incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. St. Demetrios sanding, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield set on the 
ground. Vertical inscription: 9-A-H || M-IT-P'. 

Rev. [Inscription of six lines: 
+ KCR'O'| FPITOPT| IIPIISCTPA | ΤΙΓΟΤΟΜῚ RPOKAT'| KAA’ 
+ KCR'O'| [PITO ..|IIPIISCTP.|TITOTO ^|RPOKAT'| .. » 
+K(ópı)e β(οή)θ(ει) Γριγορί(ῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) στρατιγο το 
Μ(α)βροκατ(α)καλ(ὼν) 


1528. Γρηγόριος N., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στραςηγὸς (XI c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Documented on 30^ May 2003. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-22 
(23) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. As it seems it was holed with a nail at four 
places on the obverse. All that renders the reading uncertain. 

Unpublished. 


Obv. Heavily damaged surface. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram and CQ). 
Rev. Inscription of five or six lines: 
SEE ΙΓΟΡ....ΙΟΠΑΘΑΡΙΦΙ CTPATHY.|.. AKROVP |.. T... 
[-Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ] σῷ [δούλῳ l'en] yop[to β(πρωτο)]σπαθαρίῳ) 
(καὶ) στρατ(ηγῷ)........ 


1529. Δημήτριος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-30 mm. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Κεν. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KER’. | TOOCQ).. | AHMHT'A'| CIIAOAP'S | CTPATI | -T- 
+K(dpre β(οή)[θ{ει)] τῷ σῷ [δού(λῳ)] Δημητ(ρίῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
στρατιγ(ῳ) 


1530-1531. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s) 


1530. RHM- Ruse. Found in the course of excavations of fatrus near the village of Krivina. D. 21.5-22 (20) 3 
mm. Α good imprint but weak on one side. The bulla is chipped at one side. 
Ed. latrus-Krivina, ἶ, no 508; Jordanov, Sceaux, 92-93; Jordanov, F. Names, no.300. 
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1531. Private collection (J. Biulbiulev from Harmanli). Originates from Silistra. It was offered for purchase 
at the Regional Historical Museum in Stara Zagora where it was documented. D. 27.5-28.5 (20) 3 mm. 
Unsuccessful imprint. The blank was folded at the striking. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.301. 
Both specimens were stuck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Q-A-H || ..... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a)+ KCR'O'| .HMHTP'| . PIISCTP| .HTOTO | KATAR’ 
b)+ KCR'O'| AHMHTP" IIPIISCTP | .HTOTO |. ATAK | 
ἜΚ(ύριε β(οή)θ(ει) Δημητρ(ίῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) στρ(α)[τ]ηγο τῷ 
Κατακ(αλών) 


1532. Εὐστάθιος ᾿Αλακσεύς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XIc.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, πο. 23096. Originates from Silistra. D. 33-35 (over 31) 3 mm. Once a 
good imprint. The superb engraving of archangel Michael is striking. In a poor state of preservation now, 
covered with a lead crust which makes reading difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 19. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion was found in Buotia, see M. Galane-Krikou 
in Arch. Delt. 48 (1993) B1 — Chronika (Athen 1998) 85, Abb. 4. 


Obv. Bust of archangel Michael facing, with a massive beardless face and hair of heavy curls. 
He wears divitision, decorated with maniakion; holds (r. hand) a scepter on shoulder 
and a globus surmounted with a cross (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
sal |... | TA@EIM | CIAOKANAA | SCTPAT.. | TAAAK. | VCCA 
[-Κ(ύρηε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Εὐσ]ταθείῳ σπαθ(αρο)κανδ(ι)δ(άτφ) 
(καὶ) στρατ[ηγ(ῷ)] τῷ) ᾿Αλακ[α]σέᾳ 


1533. Θεόδωρος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17950. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 17-26 (24?) 3 mm. 
Half of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. ἵορπαηοβ, ITpecnae, Ne 355. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
ut || A-COP" 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KE.. | TOC....| O€O.... | ACTI... | SCT...|-..- 
ἘΚίύρυε [β(ο)θίει)] τῷ σ[ῷ δού(λῳ)] Θεο[δώρῳ]) (πρωτο)σπ[αθαρ(ίῳ)] (Kat) 
στ[ρατιγῷ] 





1534. Θεόδωρος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 2151. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialo). D. 22-28 (22.) 4 mm. W. 18.82 
g. Well-centered and complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: . 
....|| K-O-A’ : [Ὁ ἄ(γιος) Νι]κόλ(ίαος). Along the circumference, circular inscription 
starting at left: + .. ROHO'TO)CO)ABA' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

- @ -|+ ΘΕΟ AOP'CIIA | O’KANAA’S | CTPAT | -F- 
[-Κ(ύρηε] βοήθ{ει)] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Θεοδώρ(ῳ) σπαθ(αρο)κανδ(ι)δ(άτῳ) (καὶ) 
στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) 


1535. Θεόδωρος Κασνίτζης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.129. Found by the guard in the ruins of Preslav in 1921. D. 22-23 (20? ) 3 
mm. W. 10.07 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, ITpec:iae, Ne 464; Jordanov, Family Names, no.291. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
"m |.€O.. | PA'CIIAOA | P’SCTPA | TU°TK | - NZ- 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Θ]εο[δώ]ρ(ῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) στρατιγ(ῷ) τ(ῷ) 
Κ(ασ)ν(ίτ)ζ(ῃ) 


In his review, W. Seibt associates the patronym K|-N’Z with the Bulgarian name Kancho 
[Κ(α)ν(τ)ζ(ῆς) Κ(α)ν(τ)ζ(ους)] (see BZ, 89, S. 361). Now he assumes that X|-N’Z record 
the name of a strategia, X(a)v(t)C(1t), located to the south of Melitene (BZ, 101, S. 821). 

I had the opportunity to work with the original and the letters documented above are 
clearly visible. For the time being, most acceptable to me seems that they recorded the 
family name Κασνίτζη, since correspondence from other representatives of this family was 
also received in Preslav. 


1536-1538. Θεόδωρος Κασσητερᾶς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


1536. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 16967. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23.5- 26( 24?) 
3 mm, W. 8.40 r. Well-preserved but incomplete imprint. Some parts of the die are out of the blank and 
others, because of disrepair of the boulloterion, did not print. 

Ed. Vopaauos, /7pecaae, Ne 356; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 295. 


1537. Archaeological Museum, Nessebar, no. 925. Find-spot: stronghold near the village of Melnitsa, district 
of Elhovo (?). It was presented by Dr. Tzanko Petrov Stoyanov, a physician and collector in Nessebar. D. 
31-33 (28) 3 mm. W. 12. 22 g. Large flat blank with unprinted fields. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 24. ; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 296. 
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1538. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of RHM-Shumen in December 
2007). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 28-28 (287?) 2 mm. W. 8.68 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor sate of 
preservation. 

Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of Theodore, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription in two 
columns: @-..-. || A-Q-P' : Ὁ ἄ(γιος) [Θεό]δ[ωρ(ος)] 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. Border of dots. 


a) .K€R'O'| . ΕΟΔῬΟΑΊ ... .'SCTP'].. TOKAC|.. TE. | 
b) + KCR'O'| @EOA’POA’ | IIAG". CT "| ΓΤΟΚΑ. | HTE.. | -.- 
c)... s .. NPOA |... 'SCT "| I'TOKA. | HTE.. | -.- 


+ Κί(ώρυε β(οή)θ(ει) Θεοδ(ώ)ρο (πρωτο) [σ]παθ(αρίῳ) [(xoi)] στ[ρ(ατ)[η]γ(ῷ) 
το Κα[σσ]ητε[ρᾷ] i 


1539-1544. Θεοδώρητος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


1539. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20.5-22 (21)3 mm. 
Once a good imprint, now the obverse is corroded. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cunucrpa, I, Ne 17. 


540. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22200. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-27 (21) 2 
mm. The upper part of the bulla is corroded. 
Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 357. 


1541. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 324. Find-spot: Pliska. Found in Pliska between the two floor layers 
in the throne room of the Kroum Place, square 1056, building no.1, on 6^ August 1980. D. 21-21 (21) 3.5 
mm. Good imprint. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Ππµοκα, Ne 18. 


1542. RHM-Shumen, no. 14715. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska or 
Preslav. D. 22-23 (20) 3 mm. W. 5.68 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 333. 


1543. RHM-Shumen, no. 14750. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Isperih. D. 
21-23 (20) 4 mm. W. 9.16 g. Complete specimen in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 334. 


1544. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, no. 391). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-22 mm. W. 9 g. Well- 
centered imprint. Corroded surface. 
Unpublished. 
The six specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Archangel (Michael ?) holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus (1. hand). Vertical 


inscription: ..... || N-A-I. Along border of dots, traces of a circular inscription: ..... AT 
IT 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
-o- | OEM | AOPHT’| A’CIIA@AP’| SCTPA | ΤΗΓΟ | -o- 
-Θεωδορήτ(ῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) στρατηγο 


It is an interesting ascertainment that Theodoritos’ correspondence was received in the 
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three major centers of northeastern Bulgaria. Ας it seems he took active part in their life. 


1545. Ἰωάννης β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (IX c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-26 mm. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known, 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (P1. I.12 ); in the quarters : Τ(0-Ο( || A8-AQ) 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 
+ IWAN.. | PA'CITAOGA |. IOSCTP | ATIFO 
+K(vpie βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάν[νῃ] β{πρωτο)σπαθα[ρ]ίῳ (καὶ) 
στρατιγῷ 


1546. Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (10305-10405) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17575. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-29 (23) 4 mm. W. 
16.20 g. Unsuccessful imprint. There is displacement between the obv. and rev. due to looseness of the 
boulloterion, but nevertheless they are within the frame of the blank. One third of the rev. die is not 
printed and, in addition, the surface of the bulla is corroded by oxide seats. The restoration of the text is 
based on the parallel cited below. 

Ed. Κορπληοβ, Ilpecaae, Ne 359; Jordanov, F Names, no.413. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion was found in the village of Dervent on the 
bank of the Danube, see Barnea, Deux gouverneurs, 245-247. 


Obv. Busts of two military saints facing. St. Theodore (at 1.) holding a spear (r. hand) and a 
shield (1. hand). No details visible. No inscriptions containing their names visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ IM |...PHK | CATH TOME ae} 
+ Ἰω(άννης) [πατ]ρκίιος) [(καὶ)] στρ]ατη[γὸς] o Μ[αλέ]σι(ς ) 


1547. Ἰωάννης Νεστόγγος πρόεδρος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1070s -- 1080s) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14209. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. His information is that it was 
found in Silistra. D.14.8-17 (over 16.6) 2.1 mm. W. 3.71 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller 
in diameter than the dies. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Silistra, IV, Ne 6; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 519. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Fogg A. M. Collection, 
no. 723 (see Cheynet, Nestoggoi, no. 3). 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore of Sphorakios. He holds a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 
From the inscription on his either side remains: ......||- O-C® .-.KI8 : [ Ὁ ἄ(γιος) 
Θεόδωρ(ος) tjo Σφ[ω(ρ)α]κίου. 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
ex |. © ΠΡΟΕΔ. | .CTPATH.. | TON€CTOT | - τῷ - 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Ἠω(άννῃ) προέδ[ρ(ῳ) (xai)] στρατη[γῷ] τῷ Νεστόγγῳ 
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1548. Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (end of the XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.13. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-20 (20?) 2.5 mm.W.5.16 g. Incomplete 
imprint but in a superb state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Sigla: MP || OV: Μή(τη)ρ 
Θ(εο)ῦ. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
. .. AE | TIOIN’TO | O8KONTI .. | ΚὙΡΑΤΗ | -Γ᾽- 
[Σ]ω[ζε] Δέ[σ]ποιν(α) το[ῦ] Θ(ε)οῦ Κων(σταντίνῳ) π(ατ)[ρι(κίῳ)] κ(αὶ) 
στρατηγ(ῷ) 


1549.Κωνσταντῖνος Δηογένης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15178. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no.174. Find-spot: Plovdiv 
region. D. 22-24 (22) 4 mm. W. 6.76 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Many of the 
letters are blurred and overstruck. The restoration of the text and reading is on the basis of cited parallels, 
of course, with much imagination. The obverse is open along the channel and effaced. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 336. 
Parallels: In the photo archive in Vienna, I examined an illustration of a specimen from the Archaeological 
Museum in Istanbul that could be struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint. 


Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
* KO . | CTANT..| HPIIKHO .| CTPAT. |. AHOT.| NH specimen from 


Istanbul 

.. N]. TANT..|HPIL . . . .|.. PATT |. AHO. J.. 
[*K($pue β(οή)θίει) Κω]ν[σ]ταντ[ίν(ῳ)] π(ατ)ρι[κήο (καὶ) στ]ρατ(η)γ[ῷ τῷ] 
Ληο[γένῃ] 


In the XIth ς., to which the seal is generally dated, there are at least two representatives 
of the family Diogenes by this name. The one is the father of the future Emperor Romanos 
IV Diogenes, and the other is his son. For them, see Guilland, Recherches, I, 449; EO, 31, 
1932,331; EO, 37, 1934, 414-419; DOS, 1, no.34.1. With the uncertainty in the reading of 
the text of the seal any commentary regarding the identification will be far-fetched. 


1550-1551. Κωνσταντῖνος Κασιανός πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
(1030s-1050s) 


1550. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 18555. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 29-32 (26) 4 mm, 
W. 15.85 g. A well-preserved specimen with some damages on the relief. The boulloterion was loose, as 
a result there is 8-9 mm dislocation between obv. and rev. 
Ed. Ytopaanos, ITpecnae, Ne 360; Jordanov, F Names, no.289 


1551. Private collection. It has probably “flowed out” from the Strategia of Preslav. Dimensions: 29-30 mm. 
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Ed. Jordanov, ΕΓ Names, no.290. 
Both specimens come form the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Eustathios nimbate, standing facing; wears beard and military dress; r. holds spear; 
l. rests on shield. Vertical inscription: 9-€-V-C || T-A- ©” 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
*KCR'O'| KWNA’CHA | OAP'VIIAT'| SCTPATT"| TONKAC | INON 
+K(dpve β(οή)θ(ει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίφ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (καὶ) 
στρατ(η)γ)ῷ) τὸν Κασι(α)νὸν 





1551A. Κωνσταντῖνος Ἑαντᾶς πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-21 mm. Good imprint and bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 715,no. 1; Birch, no. 17748 ; Unpublished from DO. 55. 1. 3400. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-v -| + KERO | HOEITO | COA8AQ | KON | - o- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
o LIPIL o | SCTPA | TIFWT@ | ZEANTA |- o - 
*K(opie βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κων(σταντίνῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) στρατιγῷ 
το, ανα 


1552. Κωνσταντῖνος Ὠπός πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1030s-1040s) 


Archaeotogical Museum, Preslav, field no. 22970. Find-spot: Strategia of Pieslav. D. 24-25 (18) 2.5 mm. W. 
11.22 g. Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. The final letters of almost all lines did not print. 
Ed. Hopnanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 361; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 767. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO |.G'TOCO | . ΒΛ ΚΩ. | CTAN. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ος A'CIIAO"| SCTPAT | ΝΤΟ | - πω - 
+K(vpve βο[ή]θ(ει) τῷ σῷ [δ]ού(λῳ) Ko[v]oxav[x(ivo)] (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) 
(καὶ) στρατ[ηγ]ῷ τῷ Ὁπῷ 


1553. Κωνσταντῖνος ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid of the XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna, but it was not his possession as far as could remember). Find-spot: 
uncertain. D. 20-20 mm. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. I have only the transcript but 
| am not sure whether it is correct so all that renders the reading uncertain. 

Unpublished. 


Obv. Representation of the Virgin. 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
. €R'€'| KCONVIIA | SCTPATI | .TWCO..| - K TH - 
[-Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) [ὑ]πάτ(ῳ) καὶ στρατη γ(ῷ) τῷ σῷ 
[οἰ]κ[έ]τῃ 











1554. Κωνσταντῖνος ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς (IX c.) 


Private collection. The illustration and information about it was sent to me by Evgeni Paunov. Found by 
treasure-hunters on the land of the village of Leskovets at 20 km from the Krakra fortress, probably in 
the medieval settlement located there, in the winter of 2003. D. 23-25 mm. Complete imprint in a good 
state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (ΡΙ.1.5) in the quarters .@-C® ||. 8-AQ 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
+ KOON . | TANTINO | .ITSCTP 
+O(e0td)Ke βοήθη [τ]ῷ σῷ [δ]ούλῳ Κωνσταντίνῳ ὑπ(άτῳ) (καὶ) στρ(ατηγῷ) 


1555. Λέων πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


Unknown place of preservation. Find-spot: uncertain. D.16-16 (over 16) 2 mm. 
Ed. Mywimos, [leyaru, Ne 36. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in l. arm. No sigla visible. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

/CHAOAP' .CTPATI | .. 

[-Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Λέοντ[ι (πρωτο)]σπαθαρ(ίῳ) [(Kat)] στρατι[γῷ] 





1556. Λέων Γουδέλης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (mid-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17091. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-21 (20 7) 2.8 mm, 
W. 4.55 g. A well-preserved specimen. Good-quality imprint, but nevertheless parts of the dies remained 
out of the blank. 

Ed. Wopzanos, IIpecnae, Ne 362; Jordanov, F Names, no. 149. 
No exact parallels. 


Obv. Bust St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) decorated at top with five large pearls and 
a globus (1. hand) surmounted with a cross. On either side the sigla: M-I || X-A. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-o-| + ACON] A'CITAOGAP'| SCTPATI | ΓΌΓΘΔΕ | . HC | - o- 
+Aéov (πρωτο)σπαθάρ(ιος) (καὶ) στρατηγ(ὸς) ὁ Γουδέ[λ]ης 


1557-1558. Λέων Κρατερὸς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 
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1557. Private collection (P. Papahagi from Romania). Find-spot: Silistra, during the Romanian occupation. D. 
28-29 mm. Half of what was once a whole bulla. 
Ed. Banescu, Silistrie, 329-330; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 387. 


1558. RHM-Silistra. Found in the course of regular archaeological excavations in Silistra on 105 August 1989, 
field no. 17, at a depth of 15.45 m, in square 75, connected with dwelling no. 7. D. 23-24 (over 23) 3 
mm. Incomplete imprint. The first line containing the homonym is out of the blank. Its surface is poorly 
preserved and some letters are missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 387. 
Both specimens were struck with the same pair of dies. 
Parallels: Another specimen from the same boulloterion is preserved in the Zacos collection, III, no. 
1480, see Cheynet, Les Krateroi, p. 231, fig. 2. Interesting is that this imprint is also incomplete and 
almost identical with no. 2 from Silistra. 


Obv. Bust of St. George facing, holding spear (r. hand) and a shield (l. hand). Vertical 
inscription: .-Γ-Εἠ|.-Ρ-Γ᾽ 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) .NT.| ... ΘΑ... . ANS. |... I. | ....PAT| 
b) ..... | TIAOA. | RANAA'S. | ... TITO | ....PAT | - EP- 
[-Λέο]ντ[ι σ]παθα[ρ(ο)κανδ(ι)δ(άτφ) (καὶ) [στρα]τιγο [τῷ Κ]ρατερίῷ) 


1559. Λέωον Πάρδος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 146 (from the former collection of Dr. V. Haralanov from Shumen). Find- 
spot: presumably northeastern Bulgaria or Silistra. D. 23.5-24 (23) 4.5 mm. W.13.33 g. Incomplete 
imprint in a poor state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 559. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+A€.. | ACIL. | SCTP.T | OHAP' | - o - 
+ Λέ[ον] (πρωτο)σπ[αθ(άριος)] (καὶ) στρ[α]τ(ηγὸς) ὁ Πάρ(δος) 


1560-1565. Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s-1060s) 


1560. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24580. D. 18-27 (18) 3 mm. W. 6.45 g. The interesting thing 
about this bulla is that the seal was struck not on a lead blank but on a lead plate folded in two, pressed at 
least three times at different directions in the boulloterion. 

Ed Mopaanos, I7pecaae, Ne 369; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 575. 


1561. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 24590. D. 17-17 (?) 3.6 mm. W. 4.12 g. Incomplete but 
well-preserved imprint. 
Ed Vopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 370; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 576. 


1562. Private collection (N. Georgiev, middleman from Shumen), offered and purchased for the collection of 
the National Historical Museum, Sofia . D. 15.5-16.5(?) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint, since the blank was 
smaller than the diameter of the dies and also due to slipping of the boulloterion. 

Ed Wopnanos, Ilpecaae, Ne 371; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 577. 


1563. Private collection. It has “flown out" from the excavations in Preslav presumably through the same 
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H. Georgiev. D. 17-19 mm. Incomplete imprint due to off-centering and slipping of the blank in the 
boulloterion. 


Ed.Jordanov, Family Names, no. 578. 


1564. Private collection. It has "flown out" from the excavations in Preslav presumably also through N. 
Georgiev. D. 19-20 mm. Good imprint and a bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 579. 


1565. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna) Find-spot: Preslav ? D. 15-17 mm. W. 4.00 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no. 579a. 
The six specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios facing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: 9-A-H-M || T-P-I-O-C. Circular inscription along a border of dots: 


πω - ΑΘΑΡΙΩ 
b) .. R'O'A€CONTI......... 
Brema PIO 


d) .€R'O'A€ONTIA'CH .. . ... 
e) .£R'O'ACONTIA CIIAO .... 


Rev. Bust of the Virgin, holding a medallion of Christ before her chest. Sigla MP || OV. 
Circular inscription along a border of dots: 


a). ΟΤΡΑΤΗΤΩ. .. .... ITI 
b)........QTOHHI..... 
Obie PEO ox dae has 
d).....THTOTOHI.. .... 


e) SCTPATHI' OTOIIHT ..... 
[-Κ(ύρι]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Λέοντι (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) στρατηγῷ το Πηγ[ον]ίτι 


1566-1567. Λέων Πιλένης βεστάρχης καὶ στρατηγὸς (third quarter, XI c.) 


Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-17 and 
15-16 mm. Well-executed and well-preserved imprints. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, πο. 586-587. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust Ξ St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
9-I-€ ||... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
*K€R'O'| ACONTI | RECTAPX'| SCTPATT”| ΤΟΠΙΛΕΝ | NI 
+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) Λέοντι βεστάρχ(η) (καὶ) στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) το Πιλεννί(ῳ) 


1568. Μαριανὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 26299. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 23.5-25 (22 7) 2.5 mm 
W. 6.79 g. Incomplete imprint. The dies printed only along the channel swelling. l 
Ed. Hopnanoes, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 479. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of unknown bishop saint (St. Nicholas) holding a book (1. hand). Traces of a 


circular inscription: ..... TOCOAOV ... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ MAPI.|.OCA’CHA..|..CKECT..|..TOCW..|..TPI. 
[+K(vpi)e βοήθει] to co δού[λῳ] Μαρι[αν]ος (πρωτο)σπα[θάριο]ς xè 
ói[patn]yos «s 


Even at this stage the overall reading of the text is impossible. The question arises 
whether the owner of the seal is not identical to the owner of Μαριανὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος, 
see Hopzanob, /7pecaae, Ne 55. 


1569. Μιχαὴλ fnpotoona8ópiog καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). D. 22-23 (16) 2.5 mm. Once a good imprint, but now in a 
poor state of preservation. Cracked in the center Some of the letters are obliterated. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-O€-O || A-@-P-O’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
*M.XA|HA.A'CII| A..SC| ..T 


*M[uxom [B] (πρωτο)σπα[θάρ(ιος)] (καὶ) σ[τρα]τ(ηγὸς) 


1570. Μιχαὴλ Στυπειώτης β)πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17647. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (21) 2.5 mm. 
W. 5.4 g. Low-quality imprint. Broken along the channel (obv.), which has destroyed the depiction of St. 
Nicholas. 

Ed. Βορπαμοβ, [Tpecaae, Ne 363; Jordanov, F Names, no. 681. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). On either side, 
vertical inscription: .....|| -A-A-O'. Remains of circular inscription: ...IKO..... Δδ.... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ooo |+ .IXA | AR'A'CII | AO'SCTP. | .II"T8.. | VIIE.. | ooo 
[+ AyGe) Ν]ικό[λαε β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ] δού[λῳ Μ]ιχαὴλ. β(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίῳ) 
(καὶ) στρ[ατ]ιγ(ῷ) tod [Στ]υπε[ιώτ(η)] 


1571. Μιχαὴλ Ταρχανειώτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (second half of the 
XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15234. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 21-23 
(23) 2.5-3 mm. W. 5.98 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 337. 
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No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and globus surmounted by cross. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

..CO..|... AHAX |.. AGAPH'| ... TIPT|... XAN|- .OT 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ] σῷ [δού(λῳ) Μιχ]αὴλ (πρωτο)[σπ]αθαρή(ῳ) [(καὶ) 
στρα]τιγ(ῷ) τ(ῷ) [Ταρ]χαν[ι]ότ(ῃ) 





For the rest of the seals and career of Michael Tarchaneiotes, see Jordanov, Family 
Names, nos. 704-705. The presented seal informs of a new unknown stage in his career, 
when he was only protospatharios. 


1572-1573. Μιχαηλ Ἰαρχανειώτης πατρίκιος , πρωτοανθύπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς 
(10805- 109056) 


1572. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 2211. According to T. Totev, it was discovered in the course 
of excavations of the Zabuite “Beneath the monastery” in 1979. D. 21-21.5 (19) 5 mm. Very good imprint 
and a bulla in a very good state of preservation. . 
Ed. Totev, T. Un sceau inedit de Michel Tarcahniotes.- Etudes Balkaniques, 25,4, 1989,110-112; 
Jordanov, F. Names, no. 704. 


1573. RHM-Burgas. Found in the course of excavations in the medieval town of Sozopol in 2002. Presented 
to me for documentation by the research associate Tsonja Drazheva, director of the Regional Historical 
Museum, Burgas. D. 22-23( 20) 3.5 mm. As the above specimen. Well-centered and well-preserved 
Specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, F Names, no. 705. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

Parallels: Ebersolt, Constantinople, no 472; ΗΙΒΗΠΡΟΒΕΟΚΑΠ, bonrapun, 147-148; Unpublished in DO 58. 
106. 5365. 

The specimens in DO. 55. 1. 3345; 55. 1. 3346; and Zacos, HI, are from a different boulloterion, see 
Leontiades, no. 5. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
@-A-H || M-I-TP'. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
ΞΑΓΙΕΔΗΜΙΤΡΙΕΚΟΗΘΕΙΜΟΙ (Άγιε Δημίτριε βοήθει μοι) 

Κον. Inscription of seven lines: 

+ KCR'O'| τωσῶδθ] MIXAHAIIPII | A'ANOVIIAT'| SCTPATHI"| TOOTAPXA | 
ΝΙΩΤ7 

ἘΚ(ύρηε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Μιχαὴλ π(ατ)ρικίῳ) (πρωτο)ανθυπάτ(ῳ) 
(καὶ) στρατηγ(ῷ) τῷ Ταρχανιώτ(η) 


1574-1575. Μιχαήλ β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς ...... (X-XI c.) 


1574. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17561. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-25 ( 20) 
2 mm, W. 5.72 g. Unsuccessful imprint. The bulla was folded in two which renders the identification of 
the letters more difficult. 

Ed. Vopnanos, IIpecnae, No 364. 


1575. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18305. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-26 ( 20) 
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3 mm, W. 9.75 g. Unsuccessful imprint. The dies printed only along the channel swelling; subsequently 
damaged. 

Ed. Wopaanor, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 365. 

The both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Centaur walking r. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
< a) MIXA | .R'A'CII | ...CTPA |.. P.A | TIA 
δ) ο a AC eT opel oid ues 
[+]Miya[na] β(πρωτο)σπ[αθ(άριος) (koi)] στρα[τηγ(ὸς)] ...... 


Now, as before, the deciphering of the last two lines recording the patronym or toponym 
is problematic. In his review, W. Seibt (see BZ, 89, S. 136) suggests the following restoration 
IIAA | TIA, which I cannot see even at the best of my desire. It applies mostly to the first 
letter H. 


1576-1578. Νικήτας Κασνίτζης πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ 
στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


1376. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18511. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 26-27 (25) 3 mm, 
W. 6.00 g. Once a good imprint. whose circumference was shaped with a sharp object. The bulla was 
subsequently perforated in two places. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Iipecnae, Ne 366; Jordanov, F Names, no. 292. 


1577. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22117. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 26.5-27.5 (25) 5 
mm, W. 22.85 g. Very interesting imprint. Traces ofsome kind of material (cloth), which was between the 
die and the blank, are visible on the obverse. 

Ed. ViopaanoB, IIpecaae, Ne 367; Jordanov, E Names, no. 293. 


1578. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20705. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 27.5-31 (25) 4.2 
mm, W. 19.60 g. [ncomplete imprint: opposite parts of the dies did not print. 
Ed. Wopaanos, l7peciae, Ne 368; Jordanov, E. Names, no. 294. 
The three specimens are struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: An unpublished specimen struck in the same boulloterion as ours is preserved in the collection 
Fogg A. M. no.1229. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore Tyron holding a spear on (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-O- €-O' || O-T-P': O ἄ(γιος) Θεό(δωρος) ὁ Τ(ή)ρ(ων). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ KER'O'| NIKHTA | A'CIIAO'CIIIJ T8XPKA’S | CTPATT'T'| KACNH | TG 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Νικήτα (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίφ) ἐπὶ τοῦ χρ(υσοτ)ρικλ(ίνου) 
(καὶ) στρατ(η)γ)ῷ) τ(ῷ) Κασνήτζ(ῃ) 


1579. Νικήτας / Νικηφόρος Ἰασίτης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 21656. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (23 7) 2.5 mm, 
W. 8.05 g. Incomplete imprint, since the blank was smaller in diameter than the dies, which renders the 
reading of the text difficult. 
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Ed. Vopnanos, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 372; Jordanov, F. Names, πο. 241. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
-.-H || M-TP-H’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
IKH. | A'CIIAG". | CTPATIT" | OHACI | -TI- 
[Ν]ική[τ(ας)] / ΠΝ]ικη[φίόρος) ] (πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) [(καὶ)] στρατιγ(ὸς) ὁ 
Ἰασίτι(ς) 


1550. Νικηφόρος Φιλοκάλης στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 14188. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (over 23) 3 
mm, 7.85 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. Bulla in a poor state of 
preservation. The surface is punctured with corrosion. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 373. Jordanov, F Names, no. 736 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her chest. Sigla: MP || OV. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.€R. | .LI®.. | .TPA.. | PTOOVA. ΚΑΛΗ 
[Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)[θ(ει) ΝΙηκ]ιφ[όρῳ σ]τρα[τη]γ(ῷ) το Φυλ[ο]κάλη 


1581. Νικόλαος N., β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. I 3926. Find-spot: on the land of the village of Voynikovo. D. 27-30 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. The bulla was subsequently holed. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising up to the second arms. Traces of a 
circular inscription: + ..ROH...T(QCO)..... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ NIK. | AAQR’A’ | CIIAG'SCT | PATI’ T.. | Α... 
[+K(dpve] βοή[θει] τῷ σῷ [δούλῳ] Νικ[ο]λάῳ β(πρωτο)σπαθ[(αρίφ) (καὶ) 
στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) τ[ῷ .....] 


1582. Νικόλαος (2) πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (505-605 of the XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 22903. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (over 21 ) 4 
mm. Specimen in a poor state of preservation. Covered with thick layer of oxides. Chipped along the 
circumference. 

Ed. Wopnanos, ITpecnae, Ne 484. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of unknown bishop saint (St. Nicholas) blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. 
hand). 
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Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ N..|HPISCT. | ΤΗΓΩ..! . AAN. 
ἘΝΠικολ[(άφ)] π(ατ)ρι(κίφ) (καὶ) στ[(ρ(α)]τηγῷ [τῷ ᾿Α]λαν[ῷ] 


The available, though uncertain, letters .ΛΑΝ. suggest that it possibly applies to the 
family Alanos or Balneas. On them, see nos. 1524-1525; 1445-1447 here. 


1583. Νικόλαος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14960. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 22-24 
(21) 3 mm. W, 6.46 g. Well-preserved, but incomplete imprint. Only fragments of the die printed. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 338. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist facing, holding a long cross in l. hand. Vertical inscription: 
©-IG)-o || Π... Remains from the circular inscription containing the invocation: .... 
ESO ME N’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

- + -| . NIKOA|.A'CHAO | AP’S.T | PA. IP 
[+K(opve β(οή)θ(ει)] τῷ [σῷ δού]λ(ῳ) Νικολ(άῳ) [B^] (πρωτο)σπαθαρ(ίῳ) 
(καὶ) [σ]τρα[τι]γ(ῷ) 


1584. Ῥωμανὸς πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στραςηγὸς (XI c.) 


Private collection (from Pernik). Find-spot: the land of the village of Kazachevo, Lovech region. D. 23-23 (23) 
5 mm. W. 10.37 g. Incomplete imprint. Some letters are obliterated, which renders the reading of the 
homonym problematic. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+@OKER’O’| POMANO | ACIITAOAPT| SCTPAT| -T - 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) Ῥωμανο (πρωτο)σπαθαρί(φ) (καὶ) στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) 


1585. Ῥωμανὸς Ν., πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Rzgrad). Documented on 5^ November 2002. D. 28-30 mm. Specimen in 
a poor state of preservation. Swollen with corrosion. Cut or chipped at the lower side. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Completely obliterated surface. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
Eee | POMANO | A’CITA@’S | CTPAT’TO |IIP . . AA 
Ἡ[Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει)] Ῥωμανο (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) στρατ(ηγῷ)το...... 
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1586. Στέφανος στρατηγὸς (last quarter of the X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 47. Discovered in the course of regular archaeological excavations in 
Pliska, the Palace center, square 313, in the eastern half of the citadel, at a depth of 0.20 m. D. 24-24 (22) 
4.1 mm. Good but incomplete imprint. Bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jiumutpos, 5l. . HOBOOTKpHT BH3AHTHÄCKH ΜΟΠΗΒΠΟΒΥΠ or Ἡπμοκα.- Tpydose na kamedpume no 
ucmopua u 602ocnoeue kom LLY, 1, 1997, 102-107). 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Panteleimon blessing (r. hand) and holding an uncertain object (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: O-A-TT-O || Π-Α-ΝΤΕ-Λ-Ε-Μ᾽ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: : 
+ KCER'O'[TOCON | CTEDAN’ | CTPAT | -HI’- 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Στεφάν(ῳ) στρατηγ(ῷ) 


Six bullae of Στέφανος β᾽πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος 
(971-976), who has the same patron, were discovered in the Strategia of Preslav (see Jordanov, 
G. Names, no. 53.1). The coincidence of names, position and iconographic subject raises the 
question whether it does not apply to one and the same person. Probably this seal reflects a 
later or earlier stage in the career of Stephanos, strategos of New Strymon. 


1587-1589. Ταυρῖνος πρὠτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (X-XI c.) 


1587. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 17549. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-25 (21 ?) 
2mm. W. 6.22 g. Incomplete imprint, broken into two parts. 
Ed. Mopnanos, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 332. 


1588. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 19208. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (21 ?) 
2 mm. W. 6.18 g. [Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Vopnanos, I7pecazae, Ne 333 


1589. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 81. Find-spot: uncertain (Preslav ?). D. 22.5-23.5 (24 7) 3 mm, W. 
5.68 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. The letters on the channel and those recording 
the homonym only printed allowing for an emendation in the reading of the proper name. 

Unpublished. 

The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion and have different states of preservation. On 
their basis is the restoration of the text below. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ KERO | ΗΘΕΙ͂ΤΩ | CWAOV | AQ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΤΑΥΡ’ | N@A’CIIA | @’SCTPAT | HT 
+K(opve βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ταυρ(Όνῳ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) στρατηγῷ 


On the basis of this third better imprint, W. Seibt suggests the following reading: TAV P’ 
| NO (see BZ, 89, S. 136), which is acceptable. 
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1590-1594. Τζυορβανέλης Αποχαρπης πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς (ca. 
1000) 


1590. Archaeological Museurn, Veliki Preslav, πο. 16701. Find-spot:the Strategia of Preslav.D. 27-30 (23) 3 
mm. W. 14.20 g. Specimen in a good state of preservation, but the imprint is incomplete. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 374; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 46. 


1591. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17209. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 23-26 (23) 2 
mm. W. 4.90 g. The blank was smaller than the size of the dies. Incomplete imprint, corroded with oxides 
at some places. 


Ed. Wopaanos, Ilpecaae, Ne 375; Jordanov, F.Names, no. 47. 


1592. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 32-33 (23) 4 mm. W. 14.20 g. 
Specimen in a poor state of preservation. The lower half is corroded. 
Ed. lopaanos, IIpecnae, Ne 376; Jordanov, F Names, no. 48. 


1593. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 55. Discovered in the course of excavations in Preslav, Stambol 


Jolou locality. square C2, at a depth of 0.40 m. on 12^ August 1982. Poor state of preservation. Diameter: 
27-28 mm. 
Unpublished. 


1594. RHM-Shumen. no. 15251. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 
25-26 (24) 3 mm. W. 10.34 g. Well-centered but weak imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 339. 
The five specimens were struck with the same die. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore facing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription: 9-G€-O || .- (QP-O' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- +- ITGSPRA | N'A'CIHAG" | ΟΤΡΑΤΤΊ.ΑΠΟΧΑ|ΡΠΙΟ 
+ Τζυορβαν(έλης) (πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) [(καὶ)] στρατ(η)γ(ὸς) [ὁ] Αποχαρπις 


1595-1596. Βάλς or Βαλσάρ..................... καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


1595. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 20184. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 33.5-33 (30) 
5 mm. W. 34.70 g. Well-centered imprint in a poor state of preservation. Holed above the saint's head and 
probably worn as an icon because of the good image of St. Theodore. 

Ed. Wopaanos, [Tpecaae, Ne 389. 


1596. RHM-Shumen, no. 14730/3. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Preslav ?. 
D. 27-28 (25) 5 mm. W. 23.20 g. Complete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 340. 


The both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (τ. hand) and a round shield (1. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-OG€-O-A-() || P-O-C 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- e -- |+ KEROHOH |.()C(0AO.AO | .AACAP... | KECTPATH | ΓΩ 
+K(ópı)e βωήθη [τ]ῷ σῷ δο[ύ]λο [Β]αλσάρ .......... KE στρατηγῷ 
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ΓΞ ΙἨΝἨΝΝῬπτ-τπ 


Despite the two existing specimens, the problems in the reading remain. The proper 
name Βάλς or Βαλσάρ and the title ἄρχοντι or χαγάν were assumed in Siebt’s review 
(see BZ, S. 137, no. 489). A new better preserved specimen could either corroborate or rule 
out this assumption. 


1597. N., Γοτανιτζης... καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14691. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D.18- 
20 (?) 4 mm. W. 9.20 g. Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller for the size of the dies, although the 
image of St. Michael is almost complete. The only certain thing in the reading is the office strategos and 
the probable family name Γοτανιτζης. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 341. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (τ. hand) and a globus surmounted by cross (l. 
hand). Inscription in two columns: M-I || .-H-A 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
oth es |. TPAT. |. OTOTA | NITGI 
κ... σ]τρατ[ηγ(ῷ) τ]ο Γοτανίτζι 


1598-1600. Λέων or Θεόδωρος N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατηγὸς (XI c.) 


1598. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, field no. 20160. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav, South sector, 
square 1, on 17th August 1982. D. 21-22 (over 22) 2 mm. W. 5.50 g. Low-quality imprint. Corroded. 
Ed. Wopaanos, IIpecnae, No 471 


1599. Archaeological Museum, Madara. Find-spot: the region. Purchased along with coins. D. 22-22 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. 


1600. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: the region of Pliska? D. 15-15 mm. Fragment, 
one third of what was once a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. Despite the existence of three bullae the family 
name cannot be deciphered with any certitude. Various combinations are possible. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint (St. Theodore ?) holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield 
(|. hand). No inscription visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
1598. . €09. | .. AGAP. |... NSCTP.| .. OA... |. A.. 
1599. Ε(). | ΠΑΘΑΡ |. .NA’SCT..| . ΓΌΑΛ .|.. AN. 
1600. .... | IIAOA ..|. ANA'SCT..| T'T'OAA ..| ANK. 
[Λ]έω[ν σ]παθαρ[οκ]ανδ(ιδᾶτος) (καὶ) στρ[ατ(η)]γ(ὸς) ὁ .. 


1601. N., Μαλέσης πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος καὶ στρατηγὸς XI c. 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 22171. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 21-23 (over 22) 3.7 mm. 
W. 10.82 g. Poorly-preserved specimen, covered with thick crusts of lead oxide. The blank is rough, not 
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additionally shaped. The imprint is incomplete. All that renders the reading difficult. The patronym is 
also uncertain. It could be Mo[Aé]o , but also Μα[νά]ση. I favour the former possibility, because other 
seals of the Malesai were also found in the Srategia of Preslav. 

Ed. Wopnanos, lIpeczae, No 481; Jordanov, E. Names, no. 414. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Completely obliterated surface. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ome | .CIIA OV. | .SCTPA. |. (0ΜΑ.. | -CH - 
|-.....(πρωτο)]σπαθ(αρίῳ) ὑ[π(ά)τ(ῳ)] (καὶ) στρα[τ(ηγῷ) τ]ῷ Μα[λέ]σῃ 


3. Κλεισουριάρχης 


Until the end of the Xth century, some other military administrative units also existed 
along with the theme and independent of it. One of them was Κλεισούρα headed by 
κλεισουριάρχης. It included mountain regions, most often gorges, which were fortified 
against attacks. Κλεισουριάρχης was a close associate of the startegos of the given theme, 
but appointed by and directly subordinate to the emperor. According to some investigators, 
sometimes he had one or several tourmarchoi subordinate to him. 

Very often the kleissoura grew into a theme which poses the question of the exact office 
of kleissourarchai without a toponym. It is probably similar to that of katepanos, doukes and 
strategoi. 

Lit. Ahrweiler, Recherches, 81-82; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 342; ODB, 1132. 


1602. Καλοκυρὸς Σαρακηνόπουλος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κλεισουριάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.89. Found in Pliska in the course of archaeological excavations under the 
supervision of Kr. Miyatev during the period 1931-1937. D. 29-30 (21) 2 mm. W. 15.30 g. Well-centered 
but incomplete imprint. Almost all initial and final letters remained out of the blank. 

Ed. Tepacumos, Ππµοκα Ne 2; Äopnanos, Ππµοκα, Ne 22; Jordanov, Family Names, no.639. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-*- — FKAA. |. VP'A'CII. |.SKAIC. | PIAPX |- +- 
Rev. Inscription in four lines: 
- +- — FOCA |.AKIN. |IOVAO |- C - 
+ Καλ[οκ]υρ(ὸς) (πρωτο)σπ[αθ(άριος)] (καὶ) κλ(ε)ισ[ου]ριάρχ(ης) ὁ 
Σα[ρ]ακιν[ό]πουλος 


4. Ἑουρμάρχης 


He was a civil and military governor of τοῦρμα, a subdivision of the strategia. One 
theme usually consisted of about three tourmai. The office developed like that of the strategos. 
It is an interesting fact that no tourmai are known from the period Xth-XIth centuries, when 
the so-called little themes appeared. They became obsolete together with the strategias. 
However, they can occasionally be found in the late XIth c. 
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As with starategoi, there are two basic groups: with and without a toponym. They 
may have had similar functions as strategoi in a limited scale, of course. It is an interesting 
coincidence that bullae oftourmarchai, similarly to those oftaxiarchai, are attested exclusively 
from the region of Silistra. 

Lit. Oikonomides, Listes, 341, 343,345; Idem, Evolution, p. 148, n.144; Haldon, 
Pretorians, 210-212; ODB, 2100. 


1603. Ἰωσὴφ N., τουρμάρχης (XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra. Discovered in the course of archaeological excavations in the town in the summer of 1998. It 
was at my disposal for only a short time, for which reason I do not have its complete documentation. 
Complete but indistinct imprint. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. Sigla : M-P || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ KER’O’| HOC.DT'P'| MAPXHC | TOPVM | KAT 

+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θίει) Hoo[n]$ τουρμάρχης το Ῥυμκατ 


1604. Κωνσταντῖνος τουρμάρχης καὶ κουμμερκιάριος.... (X c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 159. Formerly in the collection of Dr. V. Haralanov from Shumen. Find- 
spot: Silistra. D. 21-23 (20) 3.1 mm, W. 9.71 g. Incomplete imprint. The last two lines on the reverse 
recording the patronym or toponym are uncertain. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding cross scepter (τ. hand) and globus cruciger (l. hand). On 
either side above the wings, a six-ray star, and between the wings and his body, sigla: 
M-I || X-A. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-*-|- KON|CTANT'T8P | MAPX'SK8 | .PKTA| *..X* 
Κωνσταντῖνος) τουρµάρχ(ης) (καὶ) κου[με]ρκι(άριος) Δυραχίου 2 


It could be assumed with some certainty that Constantine was tourmarches and 
kommerkiarios ~ an unusual combination of offices. The lack of a clear toponym however 
renders it impossible to comment on the exact place where he exerted the powers given him 
by the central government. 


1605. Λέων N., σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19.5-22 (20) 3.5 mm. Once a good imprint. 
Now a fragment missing in the upper half. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of St. Panteleimon facing, blessing (r. hand) and holding indeterminate object (l 
hand). Vertical inscription: 9-TIA-N Πω ΛΕ-Μ) | 
Κεν Inscription of five lines: 
; ACON | C. . AOKAN |AA'STOP | MAPX’O | PAT 
* A£ov σ[πα]θ(αρο)κανδ(ι)δ(ἄτος) (καὶ) τορμάρχ(ης) ὁ Day.. 


1606. Λυκανδὸς σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης(Χ-ΧΙ c.) 


Historical Museum, Karnobat. Discovered in the course of excavations in Markele on 16% August 1988 
inventory no. 9. D. 20-20 (20 ?) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The side letters either did not print or 


printed on the edge of the blank. The unusual name and the incompleteness of the text render difficult the 
reading of the homonym. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Sis || N--K^ | 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.VKAN.| TIA'KANA'S | TOPMAPX | AOVAOC | XPHCTS 
[Λ]υκαν[δ(ὸς) σ]πα(θαρο)κανδ(ιδᾶτος) (καὶ) τορμάρχ(ης) δοῦλος Χριστοῦ 


1607. Νικήτας β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra-Kalarash region. D. 19-22 (?) 2 mm. Incomplet 
imprint and bulla in a poor state of preservation. | | i 
Ed. Barnea, Sigilii, no 3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (PLL5 ); in the quarters : TW-C() || AS-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


+ NHK | HTARCII | ADAPOKA | NA'STPS | ΑΡΧ’ 
*Ocoróke βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Νηκήτᾳ β’σπαθαροκανδ(ιδάτῳ) (καὶ) 
τρου[μ]αρχ(ῃ) 


1608. Νικόλαος τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (Veliko Turnovo). A transcribed copy was given to me by K. Dochev. D. 25.5-26 mm 
Incomplete imprint. ES | 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Traces of a circular inscription: ...... TOCWAS8A’ 
Κεν. Inscription of four lines: 


+ NIK | OAAQ | OVPM | ... 
[*K(ópue βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Νικολάῳ [τ]ουρμ[άρχ(η)] 
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1609. Στέφανος β᾽σπαθάριος καὶ τουρμάρχης (VHI-IX c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: the region of Silistra-Kalarash. D. 23-28 (7) 4 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller in diameter than the dies. 
Ed. Barnea, Sigilii, no 2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. L8 ); in the quarters : Τ(0-Δ8 || AQ)-C8. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ CTE.. | NOBAC|CIIAOAP | .STOVP | MAPX 

ΣΘεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ δούλῳ cov Στε[φά]νῳ Bachke) σπαθαρ[ίῳ] (καὶ) 
τουρμάρχ(η) 


1610-1611. Χριστοφόρος β᾽σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 


1610. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18570. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 16-26 ( 22? ) 
2.1 mm. Incomplete imprint. Half preserved. 
Ed. Vopaauos, I7pecaae, Ne 487. 


1611. Unknown place of preservation. A plaster cast. The following is noted on its back: "V. From Silistra, 
Dr. Haralanov, 1968". In addition to the cast, Dr. Haralanov enclosed a copy and a description in a 
separate letter to Prof. Gerassimov. D. 19-23 (23?) ? mm. Incomplete imprint. Perforated in two places 
and probably served as a button, as Dr. Haralanov noted in his letter. 

Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallel known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 


a)-+-|.XPI.|. ας CHA. Joao p 
Bess |. MDOP |. ΟΠΑΘ |. POKA | . AAT 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
Dod eR AP ον. μείον. ος. |-o- 
b)-o-|.STP|.MAPX|.CT...|.PNIC|-o- 
[+] Χριστ]ωφόρί(ος) [β]σπαθ[α]ροκα[ν]δ(ι)δ(ᾶ)τ(ος) (καὶ) τρ[ου]μάρχ[η]ς 
Τ....ρνις 


The juxtaposing of the two specimens allows for a better but nevertheless incomplete 
reading of the text. The two holes damaged the last line but one on the reverse recording 
either the location of Christophoros’s service or his family name. 


1612. Χριστοφόρος N., β)σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Musem, Sofia, no. 186. Find-spot: Silistra. It was passed on to the Museum by Asen Nikolov 
from Silistra in 1976. D. 22-25 (20) 2 mm, 6. 64 g. The most characteristic of the reverse text is that the 
paleography of some letters like A, M and others is similar to the Greek minuscule script. Incomplete 
imprint. The image and text printed only on the channel swelling. All that renders the reading uncertain. 
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Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons. 
Κεν. Inscription of six lines: 
CTO | CIAO. | ANAA’. | .P8M. |. OCI. |. AKM. 
ATA | ΟΠΑΘ. | ANAA’. | .P8M.|. (OCT. |. AKH 
[^Xp()]oxo($ópo) or [Κ]ατα[κ(αλω)] σπαθ(α)[ρ(ο)κ]ανδ(ι)δ(άτῳ) [(καὶ) 
τ]ρουμ(ά)[ρίχῃ) τ]ῷ Στ... ακη 


5. Κουμμερκιάριος 


1613. Αγαθόνικος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κουμμερκιάριος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, πο. 14629. Former collection of Emil Kossev from Shumen. Find-spot: the stronghold near the 
village of Melnitsa, disc. Elkhovo. D. 20.5-23 (22 ?) 2.5 mm. W. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 1; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 1.342 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 475. no. 4. 


Obv. Nimbate bust of St. Peter, facing, wearing chiton and himation; r. hand held before chest 
in benediction; in |. hand a cross with a long shaft. Vertical inscription: ... || T-PO-C 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
+ KER’| ATAO.. | KOCHA.. | .A'SK8.. | .KHA. | 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)[θ(ει)] ᾽Αγαθω[νί]κο σπα[θ(αροκ(αν)δ(ι)]δ(ίάτῳφ) (καὶ) 
kov[uep]kno[p(tc)] 


It is difficult to say whether the following two seals also belonged to this same 
Agathonikos: see Gray Birch, no.17595 and Zacos, Seals, II, no. 357. 


1614. Εὐστράτιος Ρωμανάκης κομμερκιάριος (XI c.) 


Historical Museum, Balchik. Find-spot: the triangle between the villages of Tsurkva, Rogachevo and 
Obrochishte, particularly on the lower terrace northwest of the village of Obrochishte. D. 19.8-19.9 (19 
?) 2.1 mm. The blank slipped slightly to the left at the striking; as a result, the initial and final letters of 
the first lines were left out of it. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Basunk, Ne 1; Jordanov, F. Names, no. 598 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Potent cross on steps with fleurons. In the quarters: IC-XC || NI - KA. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
.KC€R'O'| EVCTP. | ΤΚΟΜΕ. | KAP'TO| P'MAN| -K- 
[-]Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Εὐστρ[α]τ(ίῳ) κομε[ρ]κ(ι)αρ(ίῳ) to Ῥ(ω)μαν(ά)κ(η) 


1615. Καλοκύρις N., κομμερκιάριος 7 (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14766. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Malak Preslavets, 
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Silistra region. Ὀ. 23-25 (22) 4 mm. W. 11.64 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. The 
outlines of some letters are visible under the oxides. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 343. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-=-|..€R’O'| OCUA |. ANOK | -PH- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-«-|..M€. J.. API.|.PH.:.]|- TP- 
[-K(6pU]e β(οή)θίει) [τ]ῷ σῷ δ(ούλφ) [Κ]αλοκ(ύ)ρη [κο]με[ρκι]αρίφ...... 


6. Κόμης 


1616. Θεόδωρος Φιλιππούπουλος πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ κόμης (XI c.) 


MIRSR 48/19. Formerly in the collection of the director of the college in Silistra, Perikle Papahagi. Find-spot: 
the town. D. 21-21 (15) ? mm. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Banescu, N. et Papahagi, P. Plombs byzantins decouverts a Silistrie.- Byzantion, 10, 1935, no 1, 
601-602. 
Parallels: DO. 1. 3247. Poorly-preserved imprint, which seems to come from the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (1. hand) and a shield (r. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: Θ-ΘΕ-Ο || A-(O-P" 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+| CTPATI | AATAROH'| ΘΕΟΔΩΡ ΑἸ CHAO’ SKOM | ΤΙΤΩΦΙΛῚ ΠΠΛΩ 
Στρατιλάτα βοή(θει) Θεοδώρ(φ) (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) κόμ(υτι τῷ 
Φιλ{ι)π(ου)π(ού)λῳ 


1617. Κάλος Μαῦρος κόμης (XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 20. Find-spot: the town. D.14-15 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, which renders the reading 
difficult. 
Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no. 430. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Traces of a vertical inscription. Indeterminate saint, turned three quarters l., his hands 
outstretched toward the hand of God that appears at the upper left side of the field. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΟΦΡΑ | HKAAS | .OMHTO |. 8MAV | POV 
[+] Σφρα[γ]ῆς Καλου [κ]ομήτο(υ) [τ]οῦ Μαυροῦ 
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Chapter Five 


ECCLESIASTICAL ADMINISTRATION 


Itincludes seals reflecting ecclesiastical hierarchy and administration. Their arrangement 
follows the model established in the Corpus of V. Laurent, in compliance, of course, with 
the specific features of the material from Bulgaria. In this case too, we try to determine the 
possible sender, recipient, date and occasion of the correspondence. Here, in contrast to 
the secular administration, there are more possibilities for searching, since a large number 
of the office holders took part in various councils, synods, etc., and a possible connection 
in time between various prelates could be traced. Many of them were writers, prominent 
intellectuals who frequently exchanged thoughts and commentaries through letters, of which 
a few transcripts and the bullae under discussion survive. 


A. In the Capital 
1. Patriarchal Seals 


1618. Ἰωάννης H’ (21. 01. 837 - 04. 03. 843). 


Archaeological Center, Develt, no. 216. Discovered in the course of excavations in the kommerkia in sector A- 
II. D. 25-26 (over 26) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint, blank smaller in diameter than the dies. The bulla itself 
is dented, perhaps hit during excavations. 

Ed. WopnauoB, /eeeam, No 6. 

Parallels: Further two specimens struck in the same boulloterion preserved in the Hermitage: M-571 
(see Zacos, Seals, II, no. 4); M-12411, originating from Cherson (see Coxososa, M. B. Bu3antulicxue 
neyaTu Vi- περβοᾶ ποποβµηει XI B. u3 Xepcona.-BBp., 52, 1991, c. 210, N 40). 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (P1. 1.5); in the quarters : TW-CQ || A8-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
IOAN | NHCIIICKOII |. CONCTANT | .OANCAC | POMHC 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰωάννῃ ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) 
[Κ]ωνσταντ(ινο)[π]όλ(εας) Νέας Ῥώμης 


The seal belonged to the Constantinopolitan Patriarch John VII, called Grammatikos, 
and the epithet Νέας Ῥώμης is for the first time attested on his seals. 

John Grammatikos was a prominent theologian and ideologist of the iconoclasm. 
Before being proclaimed Patriarch, he was burdened with the education of the future 
emperor Theophilos (829-842). He remained as one of the pillars of iconoclasm even after 
his dismissal in 843. According to the biographer Constantine, called Cyril the Philosopher, 
one of the creators of the Slavonic Script, he entered into a dispute with John Grammatikos 
prior to his demotion and beat him (Dvornik, Les legendes, 33-35). 
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The basic question arising from the discovery of this bulla in the kommerkia of Develtos 
is to whom and on what occasion the correspondence was sent and respectively received. 

It is known that there was a bishop’s see in Develtos. The names of some of the office 
holders are also known: George, taken prisoner by the Bulgarians during the capture of the 
town in 812, and Symeon, a participant in the Photios Council in 879 (see Asdracha, La 
Thrace, p. 300). Thus it could be assumed that the recipient of the correspondence was the 
bishop of Develtos, but it is hardly possible that his residence was the modest building of 
the kommerkia. 

It is more likely that the receipt here of the Patriarch’s correspondence was in 
connection with the Buigarian-Byzantine relations in which John VII Grammatikos acted as 
an intermediary. But we do not know what exactly his role was. 

In this period Bulgaria was a pagan country. But it is a fact that correspondences of 
Emperor Theophilos (829-843), the logothetes of the Dromos, patrikios Theoktistos and 
other Byzantine policy-makers of the time were received in the kommerkia exactly at this 
juncture. It may well be that this correspondence was an ΠΠ at regulating the Bulgarian- 
Byzantine relations. 


1619. Θεοφύλακτος (933-956) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 245. Find-spot: Preslav. Offered for purchase along with other ten Byzantine 
seals by Emil Kosev from Shumen in 1994. Well-centered but nevertheless incomplete imprint. The 
side letters were effaced or did not print. D. 25-25 (23) 4 mm. W. 10.67 g. Specimen in a good state of 
preservation, despite the oxide seats at some places. 

Ed. Wopaanos, M. Teyar na BwsaurHÜckus narpuapx Teodumakr (933-956), uawepen B ΠΡεΟΠΕΒ.- 
ΤΑΗΓΡΑ, Cóopuuk e aecm na 70—eoowwununama na ακαὸ. Bacua Lo3enea, ΟΟΦΗΑ, 2006, 353-359. 

No parallels known. The enquiry | made through colleagues in charge of collections throughout the 
world failed to yield any positive answer. Only Professor Werner Seibt from Vienna wrote me that in his 
collection there was a fragment, on which the name of this Patriarch could possibly be deciphered. 


Ob 


T 


Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Above her head, a circular 
inscription: ΞΚΕΒΟΗΘΙ....... .: :-Κ(ύρυε βοήθει [τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] 

Δεν. Inscription of six lines: 

ἜΘΕΟΦΝ | AAKTOAP | XICIIICKO | IPKONCTAN | TTIOA’NEAC | 
ΡΩΜΗΟ * 

+ Θεοφυλάκτῳ ἀρχιεπισκόπ(ῳ) Κωνσταντ(ινου)πόλ(εως) Νέας Ῥώμης 


The seal belonged to Patriarch Theophylaktos (933-956), son of Emperor Romanos I 
Lekapenos (920-944). The policy of Romanos 1, as it is well known, aimed at placing the 
members of his family at the head of the main institutions in the Empire, similarly to the 
founder ofthe Macedonian dynasty Basil I (867-886) (see Runciman, Romanus I Lakapenus, 
p. 64). 

From among the four sons of Romanos, Theophylaktos was destined for a Patriarch. 
The ensuing quite bazaar actions of the Palace, information on which is to be found in the 
contemporary chronicles, were in pursuit of this goal. 

The Theophanes Continuatos reports that on 25^ December 924 Emperor Romanos 
crowned his sons Stephanos and Constantine. His other son Theophylaktos (only seven years 
of age) took the vows for a cleric, was ordained as a subdeacon and was appointed synkellos 
of Patriarch Nicholas I Mystikos (901-907, 912-925). 

σιν on 15" July, sixth indiction (929), Patriarch Stephanos, who occupied the throne 
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only for two years and eleven months (925-928), died. On 14^ December Triphonos was 
ordained as a patriarch for a definite period until Theophylaktos grew up..." (Theophanis 
Continuatus, p. 417.26; IIpooonoicamene Φεοφαμα, ο. 173.26). 

ων on the expiration of established term in August, third indiction, Patriarch Triphonos 
was dismissed (928-931). He retired to his monastery and died, and the church was orphaned 
for a year and five months because of the young age of Romanos’ son Theophylaktos, 
since, as was mentioned above, the king wished to appoint him patriarch” (see Tj UNUS 
ομαδα, p. 421.32; IIpoOonoicamene Φεοφαμα, c. 174.32). 

.on 2™ February, sixth indiction (933), the aforementioned emperor's son 
Theophylaktos was ordained as patriarch...The legates, who arrived from Rome, brought 
synodic decrees regarding his ordination. They led him to the patriarchal throne." (see 
Theophanis Continuatus, p. 422.34; IIpoOonoicamene Φεοφαμα, c. 174.34, 3am.47). The 
blessing of the Roman Pope John XI was needed to lend significance to the event and to 
neutralize the church opposition. Two of the four papal legates were bishops (for all those 
events and their possible relation to the Byzantine political interests in Italy, see Runciman, 
Romanus I Lakapenus, 192-201). 

Patriarch Theophylaktos' activity has received contradictory assessments. In the 
contemporary chronicles, and mostly in Theophanes Continuatos, he is described as an 
impious and disrespectful person, his fondness for horses is pointed out, as well as the fact 
that he built a stable in the immediate vicinity of Hagia Sophia. He would willingly interrupt 
the service in Hagia Sophia and run over to his stallions and mares and so on. Probably it is 
true, but we should take into consideration the person who ordered this work — Constantine 
VII, a representative of the Macedonian dynasty after the Lakapeni were dethroned. The 
relationships between Patriarch Theophylaktos and Constantine VIL, who in 945 entered 
into effective rulership, were characterized with animosity and mutual distrust. Patriarch 
Theophylaktos, along with patrikios and parakiomomenos Theophanes, were the instigators 
of the plot aiming to restore the banished Romanos Lakapenos. Although the plot was 
discovered, Constantine VII did not dare to dethrone his brother-in-law (see Theophanis 
Continuatus, p. 440.5; IIpoOonoicamene Φεοφαμα, c. 180.5; Runciman, Emperor Romanus 
I Lakapenus, p.236). It is an interesting fact that seals of patrikios and protovestiarios 
Theophanes (927-934) were also found in Preslav, see ΜΟΡΠΑΠΟΒ, I7pecnae, Ne 27-28, here 
nos. 264-265. 

While various studies concentrate on his actions, in compliance with his father's, 
aiming to accentuate the leading role of the Empire and the ruling court in the then world. 
In 937 he sent messages to the patriarchs in Alexandria, Antiochos and Jerusalem advising 
them on the liturgical changes in Constantinople (Grumel, Darrouzes, Les regestes, fasc. 
I-II, no. 787). In order to strengthen the Byzantine influence in Hungary, in 948 he sent 
the monk Ierotheos as a Hungarian bishop there (Τερόθεος ἐπίσκοπος Τουρκίας), see 
Scylitzae, p. 239.67-68. 

In this connection, we should also consider his letter to the Bulgarian ruler Peter I (927- 
969) regarding the latter's inquiry what to do with the newly appeared heretics in his country 
and what punishments to impose on them. 

A copy of the letter 15 found in a manuscript from the early XIVth c. preserved in the 
Ambrosiev library in Milan. It is addressed to Πέτρῳ Βουλγαρίας βασλεῖ. It was written 
or given by the chartophylax John. This is the second letter of Patriarch Theophylaktos to 
Peter I; the first does not survive. The two letters of Peter I do not survive either. The letter 
lacks a precise date so assumingly it was received in Preslav between 940 and 956. 
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Without commenting on the content of the letter (originally published in 1913, see 
Πετροβεκμῆ., 356-372; for its later publications and interpretations, see Grumel, Regestes, 
Il, no. 789; ΑΗΓΕΠΟΒ, Bozomurcmeomo, 38-39, Gex. 2. for the Bulgarian translation of the 
letter, see in ΓΗΡΗ, 5, 183-189.), what interests us is the fact that at least two messages on 
behalf of Patriarch Theophylaktos were received in Preslav between 940 and 956. They were 
sealed with at least two of his seals, one of which is assumingly the subject of the present 
research. This is a striking fact! After a millennium we can reassemble a letter and a seal 
once affixed to it, thus illustrating once again the unlimited possibilities of sigillography. 


1620. Νικάλαος I" (1084 - 1111) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: some place in the Sliven region. D. 35-40 (33) ? mm, 


W. 38 g. Once a good imprint. Now broken into two parts. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, IL, no. 20. The other similar seal was appended to a document dated June 1087 ( 
MM, V1, p. 32; Grumel, Regestes, no. 944; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no.21). 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne holding Christ on her lap.On either side sigla: 
MP || GV. l 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
- *- | NIKOAAOC | EAEWOVAPX’| ΠΙΟΚΟΠΟς | KONCTANT'NS | 
HOAEWCNEAC | POOMHCKAIOI| ΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚῚ IIPIAPX 
+ Νικόλαος ἐλέῳ Θ(εο)ῦ ἀρχ(ὐεπίσκοπος Κωνσταντ(ινουπόλεως Νέας 
Ῥώμης καὶ οἰκουμενικ(ὸς) π(ατ)ριάρχ(ης) 


1621. Λουκᾶς (1157 - 1170) 


Private collection (documented in Sofia by Mr. Stefan Bilik in 1996-1997). Find-spot: uncertain. In 2006 the 
same specimen or its copy was offered to V. Stankov from Batak. The information this time was that the 
specimen originated from the land of the town of Parvomay. Whether it is reliable information is another 
matter. I owe the illustration and metrical data to Mr. Stankov. D. 31-31 mm. Good imprint in a good 
state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Seibt-Zarnitz, no 5.1.3. It is possible that this is the Sofia specimen. Recently many of the 
seals entering the Zarnitz collection originate from Bulgaria. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne holding Christ on her lap. On either side sigla: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
-+ -| AOVKAC | EAEWOVAPXI | €IIICKOIIOC ΚΩΝΙ ΠΟΛΕΩΟΝΕΑςΕΙ 
P(OMMHCKAIOI| KBMENIKOC | ΠΡΙΑΡΧ.. 
+ Λουκᾶς ἐλέῳ Θ(εογῦ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Κων(σταντινου)πόλεως Νέας Ῥώμης 
καὶ οἰκουμενικὸς π(ατ)ριάρχ[ης] 


1622. Γεώργιος B’ (10. 09. 1991 - 07. 07. 1198) 


Private collection (A. Hadgikostov from Stara Zagora). Find-spot: Nesebar (ancient Messimbrias). D. 42-45 
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(40) 3.6 mm. Good imprint in a good state of preservation except for the reverse which was damaged 
with a sharp object. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Lenormant, F. Deux bulles de plomb byzantines.-RN, IX, 1864, 268-270, pl. XII.1; 
Mordtmann, EO, VI, 1871-1872, 110-111, no 1; Konstantopulos, no 22; Regling, Bleisiegel, III, 
p.105; JIuxauesn, ITeuarn narpuapxos, c. 48; Idem, boromarepu, c. 98,0. 217; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 
29; Zacos, Seals, ΠΠ. no. 32 a-b. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne holding Christ on her lap. On either side sigla: 
MP || OV. l 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
- * -|T€QPTIOC | AEWOVAPXI| EMICKOMOC KON| TANTINSIIOAE€WC | 
NEAC. WMHCKAI | OIKSMENIKOC | ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧ.. 
+ Γεώργιος ἐλέῳ Θ(εο)ῦ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Κωνσταντινουπόλεως Νέας 
[Ῥ]ώμης καὶ οἰκουμενικὸς π(ατ)ριάρχ[ης] 


George Xiphilinos was elected Patriarch on 105 September 1191. Formerly he was 
a deacon and grand skevophilax of Hagia Sophia. His correspondence was received in 
Mesembria in the period 1191-1198. Who was it addresses to? 

It is assumed that Nesebar was under Bulgarian control only for a short period until 
1193, after which time Byzantine authority and administration were restored. l 


1623. Μακάριος (June 1377 - July 1379; July 1390 - January 1391) 


RHM-Blagoevgrad, no.13-324. Discovered in the course of excavations in the so called ‘feudal castle’ in the 
Slavov Fortress in Melnik in 1976. D. 38-39 (34-34.6) 16 mm. It has a trapezoid shape and seemingly 
some kind of filling. A good successful imprint in a good state of preservation. Holed above the Virgin’s 
head in the circumference probably for suspension from a document or for wearing as an icon. 

Ed. Wopaanos, M. Monusgosyn Hà KOHCTAHTHHONOJICKHA narpuapx Μακαρμᾶ, Hamepen B Μεπηηκ.- 
Bexose, 1, 1990, 16-19. 
Parallel: Lacos, Seals, Il, no. 48; Oikonomides, Dated, no. 153. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne holding Christ on her lap. On either side the 
sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines: 
+MAKA | PIOCEAEWOV | ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΟΚΟΠΟ | CKONTANTINSIIO| 
AEMCNEACPQMH | ΟΚΑΙΟΙΚΘΜΕΝΙ | KOCIIPIPX | HC 
* Μακάριος ἐλέῳ Θ(εογῦ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Κωνσταντινουπόλεως Νέας Ῥώμης 
καὶ οἰκουμενικὸς π(ατ)ρι(ά)ρχης 


Makarios is the only Constantinopolitan patriarch bearing this name, so any 
misidentification is impossible. 
There is scanty information on his person. Before his election as a patriarch he was a 
metropolitan of Selevkia. He was placed at the head of the Eastern Church in June 1377 and 
dismissed in July 1379 along with Emperor Andronikos IV Palaiologos. He was reinstated for 
a few months (from July 1390 to September 1390 or January 1391) by the son of Andronikos 
IV, John VII Palaiologos (on his life and activity, see Beck, Kirche, 775-776). 

According to Oikonomides (Dated, no 153), the seal of Makarios refers to the first 
period of his tenure as a patriarch, since the representation of the Virgin on a high-backed 
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throne is typical for his predecessors. The type of the Virgin sitting on a low-backed throne 
was common under his descendants. 

What is more important is to try to answer the following questions: to whom, on what 
occasion and when was the correspondence sealed with the discovered patriarchal bulla 
received in Melnik? 

What is the political situation in Melnik in the 1370s? 

Due to the scanty documental sources, there are some contradictory opinions among 
investigators regarding the possession of these territories and specifically Melnik. According 
to some, after the battle at Chernomen in 1371, Melnik and its region was conquered 
by the Turks (see Σπανδωνιδου, II. Μελνίκος ὁ νεκρος µακεδονικος ακριηης, 
Θεσσαλονίκης, 1930, 23-24, 50-60). Others express doubts about this date assuming the 
year 1387 as a more feasible one (see /Iyitues, H. Μεπημκ npes ΕΡΟΠΗΗΤΕ ΒΕΚΟΒΟ.- B: 
bwieapcko cpeünoeekoeue, Copra, 1972, 410-411). According to some latest research, after 
the battle at Chernomen, the lands between Struma and Mesta were shared between the 
ruler of Thessalonike Manuel Palaiologos and despotes Constantine Dragash (Matanov, 
C. A Contribution to the Political History of South-Eastern Macedonia after the Battle of 
Cernomen.- Etudes Balkaniques, 2, 1986, 35-40). 

In my publication cited above, I have included specific information about a dispute over 
ownership involving the Virgin Speleothissa monastery and the metropolitan bishopric in 
Melnik. 

An account of this litigation is found in the register of the acts in the chancery of the 
Constantinopolitan patriarchate (Darrouzes, Le regestes, I, fasc. VI, no. 2692). It is about 
the ownership of a mill, which was owned by a certain John, a miller in the Speleotissa 
monastery. After his death, it was left by will to his son and daughter. But Makarios 
Maniakes, a monk in Kataphigon, sequestered the mill under metropolitan Cyril and forged 
the respective document on behalf of this metropolitan. He presented it to Spyridon, Cyril’s 
successor, who endorsed the rights of Kataphigon. However, when the political power in 
Melnik went into the hands of Constantine Dragash, metropolitan Spiridon endorsed the 
rights of Speleotissa in response to the complaint of Arsenios, appointed as manciple of 
the Virgin Speleotissa monastery on behalf of the Vatopedi. That was done by a document 
endorsed in the metropolitan bishopric in Melnik in October, first indiction, the year 6886 
(1377). The same judgment was also endorsed by Spiridon's successor Metrophanes. The 
date July, second indiction, the year 6887 (1378) is noted on the document. In addition to 
Metrophanes' signature, the document is also endorsed by Photios, bishop of Caesaropolis, 
Constantine Glabas, protonotarios of Serres, various officials at the metropolitan in Melnik 
and three officials of the region's ruler Constantine Dragash. 

This judgment was probably unsatisfactory to both sides, as a result of which the 
arbitration of the Patriarchate was sought and all documents regarding this case were sent 
there. This was followed by an order of Patriarch Makarios generally dated spring-summer 
1379, according to which metropolitan Gregorios, who held the Philippopolis metropolitan 
see, had to make an enquiry into the case in Melnik. The metropolitan of Melnik Metrophanes 
was simultaneously advised of this order. 

Due to illness and other commitments metropolitan Gregorios was hindered from 
doing the enquiry himself and he authorized the following as his proxies: Photios, bishop 
of Cesaropolis, and Constanine Glabas, protonotarios of Serres, for which he had a given 
mandate. 

This document does not provide the answers to the questions to whom and on what occasion 


532 








the correspondence stamped with Patriarch Makarios’ seal was received in Melnik, but, 
figuratively speaking, it lifts the curtain of oblivion revealing the names of the personages as 
possible addressees of the patriarch. 

Thus, who were the recipients of the patriarch's correspondence in the period 1377- 
1279? 
a) the metropolitan of Melnik. There are three available names: Cyril, replaced by Spiridon 
who signed the document in 1377 and finally Metrophanes (July 1378). It has been argued 
about the latter (Darrouzes, Le regestes, I, fasc. VI, p..11) that he was metropolitan from 
July 1378 at the latest and later topos of Trayanopolis. The patrirch could have written to the 
above metropolitans of Melnik both regarding the described dispute and on various other 
occasions, for example in connection with appointments of metropolitans, etc. 
b) the governor of the town seeking information and assistance. But who this governor was 
and whether he had any contacts with the patriarch are open questions. 
c) the Virgin Speleotissa monastery as an interested party. 

No certain answer is possible. The bulla of Patriarch Makarios discovered in Melnik 
in a tower, where, according to the excavators, lived the governor of the town, gives us a 
chance to dip into the history of the town. 


1624. N., XII-XIII c. 


RHM-Burgas. Discovered in the course of archaeological excavations near the present-day village of Ruen, 
Burgas region, supervised by Ivan Karayotov on the path between squares 2 and 6. A perpyron of John 
Doukas Vatatzes originates from the same site. Subsequently the seal of John grand domestikos of the 
whole East and West was found from the same village (see no. 1017 ). D. 30.5-30.5 (25) 4 mm. It was 
probably a complete imprint; currently an illegible inscription of small indistinct letters. The bulla itself 
is heavily damaged, especially the obverse. Holed in the upper part and probably worn as a medallion. 
Unpublished. 


Parallels are impossible to find. 


Obv. Slightly discernible outlines of the Virgin seated on a backless throne holding Christ 
on her lap. 


Rev. Inscription of seven lines: n" 
PS C|€A€()OVAPXI | €IIICKOHOC KON] MOAEWCNEAC | POMHCKAIOI 
| KSMENIKOC | IIPIAPXHC 
ON ς ἐλέῳ Θ(εο)ῦ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Κων(σταντινου)πόλεως Νέας Ῥώμης καὶ 
οἰκουμενικὸς π(ατ)ριάρχης 


The main problem in the commentary is the name of the patriarch. The whole first line 


recording it is obliterated. With a pinch of imagination one can see the last letter C, which is 
of no great help. Any name in nominative case should end in this letter. 


2. Offices at the Patriarchate 
a) χαρτουφύλαξ 


1625. Σαμουὴλ Μαυροπόδης χαρτοφύλαξ (second half of the XII c.) 
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Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-31 (28) ? mm. Superb imprint and bulla in an excellent state of 
preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no 455. 
Parallels: Further three specimens struck in the same boulloterion and of the same quality are preserved 
in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection (DO. 58. 106. 5453 and 58. 106. 5716) (see Laurent, Corpus, V.2, 
no. 1615 bis) and the Hermitage (M-6648, see ΗΠαΗΠΡΟΡΕΟΚΑΣ, B. C. HeckoJIbKo rieuared c ΡΕΠΚΗΜΗ 
v300paxeHHamu.- AJICB, 34, 2003, 220-221, fig. 13). 


Obv. St. Samuel standing on a souppendion, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). | 
Inscription in two columns: ...... || CA-M8-HA : [O ἅγιος] Σαμουὴλ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
+ OXAP | TODVAAZ | CAMOVHA | MAVPOIIO | AHC |o 
+ Ὁ χαρτοφύλαξ Σαμουὴλ Μαυροπόδης 


———————— 


Samuel Mauropous is a representative of the family Mauropous, who played an 
important role in the church of Byzantium. 

He started his career in Hagia Sofia at an early age. Initially he was λευίτης, according to | 
the data of an extant seal (see ΠΑΗΊΘΗΚΟ, Karanor, Νο 106, ταθπ. VI.7; Laurent, Corpus, 
V.2, no. 1134). 

In 1166, he was already κανστρίσιος and was appointed χαρτοφύλαξ after his close 
relative (brother or cousin) Michael of Anchialos was elected patriarch under the name of 
Michael IH (1170-1178). He was chartophylax until 1177 (2™ September), when Theodore 
Balsamon succeeded him on this post (see Darrouzes, Offikia, p. 104, 529.5, 530.3). 


b) σκευοφύλαξ 

His duties involved keeping the sacred possessions (vestments, vessels and objects) 
necessary for the performance of the cult. His functions covered the following activities: 
provision of wine, wax and incense; maintenance of the decoration and property of the Great 
Church; supervision and assignment of psalmody; keeping the church treasuries, etc. 

The office is attested as early as the Vth c. and is significant in the church hierarchy. 
There are cases when the skeuophylax was elected patriarch. The title μέγας σκενυοφύλαξ 
was introduced ca. 1094. 

Lit. Brehier, Institutions, p. 501; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 63; Darrouzes, Offikia, 
314-318. 


1626. Ἰωάννης Παντεχνῆς σκευοφύλαξ (50s-60s of the XII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no.138. Find-spot: uncertain. The reported information is that it had been i 
purchased from a citizen of Sozopol. D. 25-25(24) 3 mm. W. 9.45 g. Successful imprint. Bulla in a good | 
state of preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Family Names, no.557. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: 
MP || OV : Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+| OCKEVO | ®VAAEIIAN | TEXNHC | Ιω 
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+ Ὁ σκευοφύλαξ Παντεχνῆς Ἰω(άννης) 


The owner of the seal affixed to a correspondence to Sozopol is Ἰωάννης Παντεχνῆς 
in his capacity as skevophylax. 

At least two representatives of this family named John are attested in various written 
sources from the XI-XIIth centuries: 

Ἰωάννης Παντεχνῆς (1) was a correspondent of Theophylaktos of Ohrid and held the title 
magistros. On him, see above. 

Ἰωάννης Παντεχνῆς (2) held high posts in the ecclesiastical hierarchy in the third quarter 
of the XIIth century. The analisys of various documantary sources determine the following 
cursus honorum (see Darrouzes, Offikia, p. 105; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 52): 

a) χαρτοφύλαξ in the years of Patriarch Kosma II (1146-1147). He remained on this post 
until 1156 at the earliest, since in this capacity he signed a synodical act of 26^ January 1156 
(see Grumel, Regestes, no. 1038). 

b) μέγας σκευοφύλαξ — a short time after the synod of 1158 until 1166. 

c) οἰκονόμος τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκλησίας — after 1166 until the end of the reign of Manuel I 
Komnenos. There is his seal known from this period (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 59 and 
unpublished from Zacos, III, no. 1696. 

d) We cannot say with absolute certainty whether a metrical seal preserved i in DO.58. 106. 
5716 and dated to the end of the XI c. belonged to him. 

Obv. Jesus of the Chalke standing. On eider side vertical inscription: IC-XC || O-X-A-A || 
KI-TH-C. 

Κεν + | TOICIIAN | ΤΕΧΝΗΓΑΜ | MACIXAPITO) | NVM80XCAV | TOCCOPATIC | 
ACOAACTA | -TH- 

The coincidence of names and positions gives us no reason to dissociate the owner 
of the bulla from Sozopol from the person of τῷ μεγάλῳ σκευοφύλακι τῆς Μεγάλης 
Ἐκλησίας κυρῷ Ἰωάννῃ τῷ Παντεχνῇ, mentioned in one of George Tornikes' letters 
(see Darrouzes, Tornikes, no. 26, 169-171). 

It is difficult to determine the character of skevophylaktos John Pantechnes's correspondence. 
Whether it was addressed to the local prelate and who he was are questions dwelled upon in 
the last part of this research. 


3. Offices at the Patriarchal Chancery 


Various kinds of activities characterizing the nature of Byzantine church were 
concentrated in this chancery. Acts and orders of various types were issued in it: dogmatic, 
ecclesiastical, disciplinary, judicial, political, etc. Hence, different offices and officials who 
implemented the church's policy through the activities of the patriarchal chancery existed 
here. The office of the chartophylax grew in significance developing gradually from a simple 
keeper of the patriarchal library to the principal minister of the patriarch. There was also a 
huge apparatus of notarioi, grammatikoi, secretaries/ sekretikoi, chartoularioi, etc. attached 
to various departments. 

Lit. Brehier, Institutions, p. 400; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 98; Darrouzes, Offikia, 
296-301. 


a) νοτάριος 
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1627-1630. Ἰωάννης κουβουκλήσιος καὶ νοτάριος (X-XI c.) 


Α. 

1627. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 20178. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-21 (17)2 
mm, W. 3.90 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Deeply corroded. 
Ed. Vopaanos, I7pecaae, Ne 380. 


1628. RHM-Shumen, no. 14217. Former collection of Nikolay Georgiev from Shumen. Find-spot: Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 16-23 (?) 2 mm, W. 3.10 g. As the above: incomplete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 
Corroded. Chipped. 

Ed. Vopnanos, IIpecaae, Ne 381. 


1629. RHM-Shumen, no. 15228. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Strategia of 
Preslav. D. 23-23 (19?) 4 mm. W. 10.66 g. Overstruck or struck twice and as a result indistinct. 
Unpublished. 


1630. c. Private collection. It probably "leaked" from Preslav. D. 19-20 mm. As above. 
Unpublished. 
The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels: known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons up to second arms. Remnants of a circular inscription: 
Kash TOCOAOVAO 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o - | IOK. | .KAH. | NOTA | PIO 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰω(άννῃ) x[ovBov]kAn[o(to) (καὶ)] νοταρίο 


Β. 

1631. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 24550. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 19-22 (? ) 2 
mm, W. 4.15 g. Incomplete imprint in a relatively good state of preservation. Large fields from the upper 
and lower dies did not print. 

Ed. lVtopaanos, Ilpecaae, Ne 379. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). No legible remnants 
of a vertical inscription. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-o- |IOK. |. SKAHC | NOTA | PIO 
+ Io(&vvq) κ[ουβ]ουκλησ(ίῳ) [(καὶ)] νοταρίο 


ϱ) χαρτουλάριος 


1632. Ἰωάννης δαάκονος τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκλησίας καὶ χαρτουλάριος (second half 
of the XI c.) 


Private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: Ahtopol. D. 16-18 (14?) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Blank 
smaller than dies. The reverse is more worn. 
Ed. Vopnauos, Koitues, Mytados, Axrornojt, No 9. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 132, no. 6; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 71; lllaunposcxkaas, Hekycemeo, 
Ne 759 (M-6571). Struck in the same boulloterion. 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans. Sigla.. || ƏV. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
@KER’O’| IOAIA.. | N’THCM...| EKKAHCIA. | XAPTS8AA]-... - 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Ἰω(άννῃ) δια[κό]ν(ῳ) τῆς Μ(ε)γ(ά)[λης] Ἐκλησία[ς 
(καὐ] χαρτουλα[ρίῳ] 


1633. Χριστοφόρος β)κληρικὸς καὶ χαρτουλάριος (X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 18897. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 15.5-16 (15) 2.5 mm, 
W. 3.52 g. Good but nevertheless incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Vopnanos, Πρεεπαθ, Ne 382. 
Parallel: Zacos, Seals, II, no. 110. Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Decorative cross on three steps with flaring arms, each end decorated with three pellets. 
Along border of dots a circular inscription: + KCROHO'T(O)CQ).... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ XPI | CTO®’R’| KAHPIK’| ΧΑΡΤ” 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ [δούλῳ] Χριστοφ(όρῳ) β'κληρικ(ῷ) [(καὶ)] 
χαρτ(ουλαρίῳ) 


Despite the ecclesiastical title of this person, we cannot be certain that it applies 
to an office at the Patriarchal chancery. He could have been in service at some secular 
department. 


4. Patriarchal Titles 
a) κουβουκλήσιος 


Officials from the Patriarch’s retinue in charge of his bedchamber, parallel to the 
emperor’s κουβικουλάριος. It is attested as an effective title as early as the Council of 
Nicaea in 787 and outlived the Empire. During patriarch’s journeys this retinue preceded the 
procession holding their staffs against their shoulders. The office gradually developed into a 
title. In the IXth and Xth centuries it was granted to individuals with important roles in the 
life ofthe Church and the Empire, but it was gradually degraded and was intended mostly for 
the lower clergy — deacons, priests and especially monks. It is an interesting ascertainment 
that seals of individuals holding patriarchal titles originate mostly from Dristra. 

Lit. Schlumberger, Sig., p.386; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 119; Darrouzes, Offikia, 39- 
40. 


1634. Βασίλεος κουβουκλήσιος καὶ καθηγούμενος (IX-X c.) 


Private collection (Vurban Vurbanov, Elhovo). Find-spot: village of Melnitsa, disc. Elkhovo. D. 20-25 mm. 
Weak imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 6. 
No parallels known. 
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Oby. Part of a patriarchal cross with fleurons. Along of the border of dots traces of a circular 
inscription: ..... T@CQ)........ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.ACIA. | IOKOVR | ASKA. | .8M. 
[+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει] τῷ σῷ [δούλῳ Β]ασιλ[ε]ίῳ κουβ(ου)[κ]λ(ησίῳ) (καὶ) 
κα[θηγ]ουμ[έ(νῳ)] 


1635. Λέων κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no.1262. Find-spot: the town. D. 19-20 (16) 3.5 mm. Complete imprint but indistinct letters. 
Corroded surface. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cunucrpa, H, Ne 8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (r. hand). Vertical inscription: 
O-NI || ... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
*A€ | ONKS | RSKAI | CIO) 
+ Λέωνίτι) κουβουκλισίῳ) 


1636. Νικήτας κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 28696. Find-spot: uncertain (Plovdiv or Haskovo region). D. 22-26 
(15) mm. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps standing on ball with fleurons arising from base up to 
the second arms. Along border of dots a circular inscription: +K ROHO'TO)CO).. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
-NIKI | .AKOV |. 8KA’C | HO) 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ [δού(λῳ)] Νικί[τ]ᾳ κου[β]ουκλ(η)σήῳ 


1637-1638. Νικήτας κουβουκλήσιος (X-XI c.) 


1637. RHM-Dobroch. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 19-20 (19?) 2.8 mm. Incomplete imprint due to off-centering and 
irregular shape of the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cwincrpa, I, Ne 13. 


1638. Private collection (Zh. Bjulbjulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: Silistra. D. 19-21 (19?) 2.1 mm. Bulla in 
à poor state of preservation. Fragments missing. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Cunncrpa, II, Νο 10. 
The both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of unknown military saint (St. Theodore) holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. 
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hand). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a) + NI| KITAK. | ROVKA.|C. . 
b). NIJ.. TAK.| . . VKA. | . 100 
+ Nikit] κ[ου]βουκλ[η]σήῳ 


1639. Νικήτας (μοναχὸς) καὶ κουβουκλήσιος( X-XI c.) 


National Historical Musuem, Sofia, no. 21122. Find-sport: uncertain [ Silistra 7]. D. 19-21 (13) 3.5 mm. 
Well-centered but incomplete imprint. The bulla bent at the striking, which renders the overall reading 
difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John Chrysostomos holding a scepter (r. hand) and a book (?) in 1. hand. 
Vertical inscription in two columns: @-..-X || C-T-O-M-O' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KERO’| NIKHTA | ..SK8R8 | .AICI | (Q 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) Νικίτᾳ [(μον)αχ(ῷ)] (καὶ) κουβου[κ]λισίῳ 


1640. Σισίνιος κληρικὸς καὶ κουβουκλήσιος( X-XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18569. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 20-22.5 (19 ) 2-2.1 
mm, W. 5.20 g. Incomplete imprint. Large fields did not print. Holed at the side but as it seems with 
corrosion. 

Ed. Wopaauos, [Tpecaae, Νο 386. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising between first and second arms. 
Remnants of a circular inscription: ...... (WAO..... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ CIC. | .. Q.A.. | .K8... | KAL... 
[+ Κώρυε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σ]ῷ δο[ύλῳ] Σισ[ινί]ῳ [κ]λ[ηρ()κ(ῷ) (καὶ) 
κου[βου]κλι[σίῳ] 


b) σύγκελλος/ πρωτοσύγκελλος 


It was an effective office in the ecclesiastical hierarchy until the Xth ο. It was held by an 
advisor, secretary, vicar and very often successor to the patriarch appointed by the emperor 
in person. In the written sources from the second half of the Xth c. more than one synkellos 
is mentioned, some of which also provincial metropolitans, implying that this effective title 
like many others merely acquired a titular significance. In the XIth c. it was conferred by 
the emperor on various clerics, thus giving them access to the synkletos. Later a tendency is 
observed for the office holders to introduce this title into the ecclesiastical hierarchy. A well- 
known case is when at a reception on 295 May 1059 the synkelloi wished to occupy posts 
higher than those of the metropolitans. The decree of Constntine X Doukas (1059-1067) was 
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as a response, according to which the synkelloi had πο pivileges within the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy but only in the Senate, where their title was equivalent to that of the πρόεδρος. 
A derivative of σύγκελλος is πρωτοσύγκελλος with an evolution similar to the other 
secular titles. 

Lit. Cka6ananoauu, Busaumuiücxoe, c. 157; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 308, n. 114-116; 
Laurent, Corpus, V. 1, 147-148; Darrouzes, Offikia, 16-33. 


1641. Θεοδούλος μοναχὸς kai σύγκελλος (third quarter of the XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22906. Find-spot: Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-27.5 (22) 3 mm, W. 
15.40 g. Incomplete imprint. The letters either did not print or were effaced. 
Ed. Wopananos, ITpeczae, Ne 377. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 143, no 4; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no 227. 


] 
| 
i 
i 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ (1. arm). On either side sigla: VP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

«ΘΕΟΙ. 8AWMO |N.. OKE | CVNKE | AQ 

ἜθΘεο[δ]ούλῳ μον[αχ]ῷ KE συνκέλῳ 


For more information on this dignitary, see no. 1650 here. 


1642. Απλασάκης πρωτοσύγκελλος (third quarter of the XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, no. I 1283. Find-spot: Silistra. D.19-20 (19) 3 mm. Good imprint made slightly in the upper 
half: as a result parts of the depiction and some letters remained out of the blank. Bulla in a very good 
state of preservation. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Cusucmpa, IV. Νο 1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cross standing on ball with top and each arm decorated with one ball; on either side 
fleuron to first transverse bar. This type of cross is similar to the one represented on 
Byzantine anonymous coins, class I, see Grierson, DOC, III.2, 696-699. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER’O’| ΤΦΩΟΩΔΕΒΛΊΑΠΛΑΟΑΚΗΙΠΡΩΤΟΝΓΙΚΕΛΛΩώΙ-ο- 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Απλασάκη πρωτ(ο)συγκέλλῳ 


The correspondence of Aplasakes protosynkellos was received in Dristra in the 1070ς- 
1080s. This is also the first instance when we come upon the name Aplasakes. 

Probably Aplasakes held the honorific title protosynkellos and lived in Constantinople. 
His correspondence to Dristra could have been addressed to the local prelate — the 
protosynkellos Christophoros. 


1643. Στέφανος πρωτοσύγκελλος (third quarter of the XI c.) 


Private collection (Vasil Vasilev, Shumen, offered for purchase at the National Historical Museum, Sofia). 
Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Razboyna-Prosenik, Burgas region. D. 13-14 (11) 3 mm. Good 
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imprint and bulla in good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Stephanos holding a small cross (τ. hand) and a box? (l. hand).Vertical 
inscription in two columns: .. € || G-AN' 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
+KER’O’| CTC€DAN'| A'CVNSA 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θ(ει) Στεφάν(ῳ) (πρωτο)συνκέλ(λῳ) 


5. Churches and their officies in capital 
a) ἐκκλησέκδικοι 


A department which originates in the outset of the ecclesiastic institutions. Each bishop 
(and the patriarch was intrinsically such), besides being a priest, was also a protector of his 
congregation from the high-handedness of the secular authorities. But in order to fulfil this 
function, he was helped by a college of people well acquainted with the ecclesiastic and 
civil law, with solving property issues, etc. Such a college of ἔκδικοι was first constituted 
at a session of the synod in Cartagen in 401. The college was headed by πρωτοέκδικος. It 
helped the patriarch in his daily work. 

In the next centuries, this college called ἐκκλησέδικοι moved to Hagia Sophia. Its 
seat was σεκρετοῦ τῶν ἱερέων, where the registers of this department were also kept. 
Numerous acts and deeds regarding the property of secular and ecclesiastic persons and 
mostly of the Church itself were kept there. It preserved its significance until the fall of the 
Empire, and a collective seal of fairly large size and talking iconography was affixed to its 
decisions. The type of these seals remained unchanged for more that two centuries. Certain 
details in the iconography and paleography allow for a more precise dating. 

Lit.: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 86, 90; Darrouzes, Offikia, 12, 16, 41, 87, 97, 131, 175, 
211, 538 ; Cotsonis, J. The Virgin and Justinian on Seals of the Ekklesiekdikoi of Hagia 
Sophia, 41-55. 


1644-1648. ἐκκλησέκδικοι τῆς Αγίας Σοφίας (XII-XII c.) 


1644. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 109. Find-spot: generally northern Bulgaria. Formerly in the 
possession of the school inspector in the town of Lom. It entered the Collection of Archaeological 
Museum of Sofia in 1947. D. 66-68 (48) 5 mm, W. 180 g. The reverse imprint is off-centered, slightly to 
the left. Specimen in a very good state of preservation. 

Ed. Yepacumos, T. ΜοΠΜΒΠΟΒΥΠ na κπηρᾶ npu ΠΑΡΗΓΡΟΛΟΚάΤα Cs. Copna.-PI, IV, 19-21; Zacos, Seals, 
It, no. 71. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, Il, nos. 62-77, containing all seals hitherto familiar to this scholarship. 


Obv. Circular inscription: on 1., I8.....A€...(weakly struck); on r., + ΘΚΕΚΟΗΘΕΙ 
Justinian I (L) and the Virgin (r.) standing and holding between them a diminutive 
model of Hagia Sophia; the emperor's Ἱ. hand supports the edifice, while his r. is half-raised 
before him in prayer. The Virgin is turned three-quarter 1. with the head facing; she supports 
the edifice with both hands. The dome of the Church is surmounted by a cross with two 
tendril-like ornaments at its base; vertical lines running from the crown of the dome to its 
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base suggest ribs of lead sheathing the dome which rests on a facade with a pillar appear two 
closed wings of the entrance gate; the wings are reinforced by horizontal braces. 
In upper field HA || TI-A; below the edifice: C-O-®-I-A. Border of dots 
(doubelstruck). 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει Ἰου[στινιανὸν] δε[σπότην].Ἡ ἁγία Σοφία. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+| TOICOEO | CERECTA| TOICITPCC | RVTEPOIC | KAIEKKAH | 
CEKAIKOIC |- * - 
+ Τοῖς θεοσεβεστάτοις πρεσβυτέροις καὶ ἐκκλησεκδίκοις 


1645. Private collection (A. Hadzhikostov from Stara Zagora). Find-spot: Nessebar, the old town. D. 47-49 
(46) 3.5 mm. Good imprint in a good state of preservation. Holed in the upper half, presumably worn as 
an icon. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Sacos, Seals, Il, nos. 73, but struck in a different boulloterion. 


Obv. As the above with certain differences. The relief of the images is effaced and the details 
are not visible. The inscription 1s almost completely obliterated. Only the right half 
is preserved: + Mi(x)np Θ(εο)ῦ, ἡ Boele) [Iovouwiavóv δεσπότην.Ἡ ἁγία 
Σοφία] 

Κον Inscription of five lines: 
+| TOICOE | OCCRCTTATOIC | TIPECRVTEPOIC | KAIEKKAHC | EKAIKOIC | 
+ Τοῖς θεοσεβεστάτοις πρεσβυτέροις καὶ ἐκκλησεκδίκοις 


1646. Archaeological Museum, Varna, no. VIII, 49. Find-spot: Galata Housing Estate in Varna. D. 48-55 mm. 
Well-centered and generally complete imprint. The side letters of the inscription did not print. Effaced 
surface. Covered with oxides. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, Il, nos. 73, but struck with a different boulloterion. 


Obv. As above. The surface is oxidated and details are invisible. The inscription is almost 
completely obliterated. Traces of certain letters are visible. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+| TOICOE | OCEREVATOIC | IIPCCRVTCPOIC | KAIEKKAHC | €KAIKOIC | 
+ Toig θεοσεβεστάτοις πρεσβυτέροις καὶ ἐκκλησεκδίκοις 


1647. Private collection (Simeonovgrad). It was given to me to document by Yanko Todorov from Shumen. 
Find-spot: the area of Dimitrovgrad -- Simeonovgrad. D. 25-61.5 (44) 5 mm. Superb imprint, but only 
half preserved. 

Unpublished. 
No exact parallels. Very similar, presumably from the same boulloterion as that in Zacos, Seals, I1, no 
66. 


1648. Private collection (V. Panteelev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. Fragment ofthe following dimensions: 
25-23 mm 
Unpublished. 


The presented seals are dated generally to the XIIth-XIIIth centuries and illustrate the 
contacts of this institution with various addressees in modern Bulgaria. 
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ϱ) τῆς Νέας 

This epithet was used in the sources to report about a palace church and a monastery 
built by order of Emperor Basil I (867-886) from the Macedonian dynasty. The construction 
of the church began in 876/877 and its inauguration was in 881. It was dedicated to the Virgin, 
prophet Ilia, St. archangel Michael and St. Nicholas. The church building was preserved 
until XIVth century. 
There is scarcely any information about the early period of the monastery which was 
contemporary to the church. It was attested in documents no earlier than the XIIIth c. (see 
Janin, Eglises et monaseres, 374-379) 
It is interesting that similar to Hagia Sofia the officials at the church and the monastery were 
not only clerics but also laymen (see Laurent, Corpus, V.2, p.89). 


1649. Βασίλειος ῥαίκτωρ καὶ οἰκονόμος τῆς Νέας (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15175. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, πο. 171. Find-spot: uncertain. 
The collection is from the Plovdiv region. D. 22-24 (21) 3 mm. W. 7.80 g. Well-centered and well- 
preserved specimen with clear-cut letters. Nevertheless, the imprint slightly slipped in the boulloterion 
and the border of dots is printed three times. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no.346. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Eight radial rays, a letter at each end and, when joined together, they give the invocation: 
KRT(OCOA' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+RACIA’ | PEKT'PISV | 'XNOM'THC | N’EKKA’ 
ἜΚ(ύριε) β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλφῳ) Βασιλ(είῳ) ῥαίκτ(ω)ρι (καὶ) vx(o)vóu(o) 
τῆς Ν(έας) Ἐκκλ(ησίας) 


The owner of the seal Basil held the title rector and was a steward of the New Church. 
This 1s usual practice attested on other seals too (see DOS, V, no. 48). 

Pomanos Argyros had a similar position in the secular and church administration before 
he was elected emperor. He was πατρίκιος, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ οἰκονόμος 
τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας (see Vannier, Argyroi, no. 11). 


1650. Θεοδούλος μοναχὸς, σύγκελλος καὶ οἰκονόμος τῆς Νέας (third quarter of 
the XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 17227. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 25-30 (23 ? ) 2 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. Poor state of preservation. Broken into two parts. 
Ed. lopnanob, ITpecnae, Ne 378. 
Parallels: The Hermitage (M-3869), see ITauuenxko, Karanor Ne 339 struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ (1. arm). No sigla visible. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- + - |+ OEO | .OV.M. | CVIK" S.. | KON'TH. | -NEA - 
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ἜΘεο[δ]ού[λίῳ)] µ(ονα)/χ(ῷ)] συγκ(έλῳ) (καὶ) [οἱ]κον(όμῳ) τῆ[ς] Νέα(ς) 


In my publication cited above I proposed a different restoration of the missing letters 
from line 3 and 4: S.. | KON’ : (καὶ) [δια]κόν(ῳ). Now I determine that it comes from the 
same boulloterion as the specimen from the Hermitage. 

Clearly the two groups of seals of Theodoulos monk and synkelos (see no.1641) and 
the one presented here belonged to one and the same person. 

It is impossible to say who this Theodoulos was. It is likewise impossible to know the 
possible recipient of his correspondence in Preslav. But the fact that he sent his correspondence 
in two different stages of his career shows that his spiritual brother or relative was located 
here. Who was he? There is no direct answer to this question, but certain assumptions could 
be made. 

The dating of these two groups of seals is generally to the third quarter of the X{th 
century. 

Correspondence from the metropolitans of Dristra and Mesembria was received in 
Preslav at the same juncture. Who was their addressee? The governor of the town or the local 
prelate? In either case, it could be to some prominent cleric or man of letters. 


1651.Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ οἰκονόμος τῆς 
Νέας (X-XI c.) 


Private collection in Haskovo. A cast was given to me through D. Aladzhov. The original seal was found in the 
stronghold near present-day Dimitrovgrad. D. 29-30 (24) ? mm. Good imprint. Specimen in a very good 
state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- « ΠΑΠΑ | O'KPIT'III | IIIIIOA'S | OIKON'TIC| NEA 
+ Ἰω(άννης) (πρωτο)σπαθ(άριος) κριτ(ῆς) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) ἱπποδίρόμου) (καὶ) 
οἰκον(όμος) tig Νέα(ς) 


The owner of the seal affixed to the correspondence to the medieval settlement near 
Dimitrovgrad was Ἰωάννης πρωτοσπαθάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
οἰκονόμος τῆς Νέας. Its dating is generally to the X-XIth centuries. The combination 
between a secular title and position and the office of oikonomos of the New church or 
monastery should not be surprising. 

Before becoming an emperor, Romanos Argyros had a similar position in the secular 
and ecclesiastical administration. He was πατρίκιος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
οἰκονόμος τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκλησίας (see Vannier, Argyroi, no. 11). 


6. Monasteries in the capital and unspecified locations 


1652. Λαύρας τοῦ κῦρ ᾽Αντωνίου (XIc.) 
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It should be located in the Archaeological Museum in Sofia, but I have had no access to it. Find-spot: Pliska, 


during archeological excavations in 1931-1937 conducted by K. Miatev. D. 25-25 (20) 2 mm. A well- 
centered but incomplete imprint. Parts of the image and some of the letters are missing. 

Ed. Tepacumos, IInucka, Ne 5; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 1139; lWopnanos, Tuca, Ne 25; Jordanov, 
G. Names, no. 9.1. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hand raised before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines preceded by decoration: 

-.- ΕΤΗ | AAVPAC | TEK'VAN |. QNI.| -. - 

ἜΤῆς λαύρας τοῦ κ(υρίο)υ ᾿Δ[ν]τωνί[ου] 


1653. Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Βλαχερνιτίσσα (XII c.) 


RHM-Pernik, πο. 354. Found in the course of excavations in the medieval fortress near the town. D. 22-24 
(18-19) 3 mm. Well-centered imprint, but rather weak and indistinct. It is mostly so on the obverse. Bulla 
in a good state of preservation. 

Ed. VOpykoBa, Πδρμηκ, II, 135-136, ταθπ. IV.6; Vopnanon, ΠερΗµκ, Νο 14. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Monogram, consisting of the letters M, N and C, which can be restored as follows: 
μ(ο)ν(η)ς. A border of pallets. 

Rev. Monogram, consisting of the letters B, A, A, X, P, which can be restored as follows: 
Βλαχ(ε)ρ(νιτίσσα). A border of pallets. 


The original publisher proposed the same restoration of the monogram on the obverse, 
but the reverse text remained undeciphered. The border of pallets encircling the monograms 
gave her grounds to propose a dating in the VIIth-[Xth centuries, and the fact that it was found 
in a medium dated by coins to the period 867-912 allowed her to narrow the chronological 
boundaries to the last quarter of the IXth century. 

The monograms, the paleography of the letters (for example, the closed B) and the 
circle of pallets itself give me grounds to propose a dating into the XIIth century. 

If we accept the restoration of the monograms as correct, questions arise about the 

identity and location of the monastery. 
The first thought is to associate it with the church and palace by the same name in the capital. 
But the reserves stem from several directions: there is no information of the existence of a 
monastery by this name; the traditional and to a large degree anonymous monograms do not 
allow me to associate it with Blachernae in the capital; in cases when a position or a title is 
associated with it, they are complete and properly inscribed. For this reason it is necessary 
to think of other possibilities. 

According to Janin (Janin, Eglises, p. 310), a monastery by the same name may 
have been located in Athens as well. The following documents give him grounds for this 
proposition: 
|. A letter of Pope Innocent III dated 1209 to Sanctae Mariae de Blakernis monastery, which 
by no means can be associated with a monastery in the capital (PL, 215, col. 1560D). 

2. In an inscription on a column at the Parthenon in Athens it is reported that ἀγιοτατως 
μητροπολίτης ᾿Αθηνῶν καὶ πρωτοσύγκελλος κύρος Ἰωάννης ὁ Βλαχερνίτης 
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died in November 1087 (see Apxum Aumonunv Haónucaxo, ο. 56, Ne 51). According to 
the same author the epithet Βλαχερνίτης means that John had previously been in service 
at the Blachernae church or more likely had taken the vows at Blachernae monastery in 
Peloponnesos. 

The monastery Θεοτόκος τῆς Βλαχερνιτίσσα in Athens was attested by other 
documentary sources from later times. 
Can the seal found in Pernil be associated with this monastery? It 15 not impossible the more 


so as letters of other individuals and prelates outside the capital Constantinople were also 
received in Pernik. 


1654. Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Περίβλεπτος (second half of the XII c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, no. 3104. Find-spot: on the south slope of the “Bunardzhik” hill in 1949. D. 
34.5-36 (32) 3.5 mm, W. 20.75 g. Excellent state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 35. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne holding the medallion of Christ before her. Sigla 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

IICPIRACIT. | NONMHTPO | ΠΑΡΘΕΝΕΟΚ. | - ΠΟΙ͂ς - | ~o~ 

Περιβλεπ[τη]νὸν. Μητροπάρθενε, σκ[έ]ποις 


This name is related to the Constantinopolitan monastery Θεοτόκος n Περίβλεπτος. 
It was built by order of Emperor Romanos III Argyros (1028-1034), restored by Michael 
VIII Palaiologos (1261-1282) and functioned until 1452 (see Janin, Eglises, 227-231). 
There are known seals both of the church and monastery (see Laurent, Corpus, V. 2, nos 


1174-1178) and of monks and higoumenos of the monastery (see Laurent, Corpus, V. 2, nos 
1179-1181). 


1655. Θεόδοτος ἡγούμενος (IX c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, from Varna), Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-23 mm. W. 13.50 g. Complete 
specimen in a good sate of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription along border of dots:| KKCROHOI. 
WCOASA’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΘΕΟ | AOTY | HTOVM | ENOV 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ε)ι [τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Θεοδότου ἡγουμένου 
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B. Dioceses and Monasteries in the Provinces 


They are arranged in alphabetical order according to the places where the respective 
see or monastery was located. 


1. Αβύδος 
1656-1657. Νικόλαος ᾿Αβύδος (XI" century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14714. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-23 
(19 7) 5 mm. A partial and obtuse imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 1.2. 


1657. RHM-Shumen, no. 15477/4. Find-spot: Uncertain (Preslav). Formerly in the collection of N. Nikolov 
from Razgrad (07. 07. 07) D. 13-25 (23 ?) 2.5 mm. W. 5.12 g. Fragment about a half of what was once 
a good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion l l l 
Parallels: Two other copies imprinted with the same boulloterion are kept in the collections of. DO 
58.106.3589 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 40.39); Zacos, IH, no. 1149 (the latter is 
unpublished). 


Obv, Metrical inscription of five lines, preceded by an ornament: 
-ᾱ- | COPA |. ICAOT"| . . €ISC | T8NI . |- AS - 

|. PA | ... AOT'|.. EI8C |.. NIK |-..- 

Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines, preceded by an ornament: 
-+- | EKTHC | ARVASC | ΠΕΝΙΧΡῚ TPA®E | WC 
-- |. KTH .|. RVA.. | .. NIX.|FPA.. |.. 
Σφρα[γ]ὶς λόγ(ους) [κλ]είουσ(α) τοῦ Νι[κ(ο)]λ(ά)ου 
ἐκ τῆς ᾿Αβύδους (καὶ) πενιχρ(οῦ) γραφεως 


2. Αγχιάλου 


1658-1662. Θεόδωρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου (second half of the XI c.) 


1658. RHM-Shumen, no. 15129. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 125. Find-spot: 
Melnitsa, Elkhovo region. D. 15-15 (13?) 4 mm. W. 4.56 g. The obverse is well-centered but in a poor 
state of preservation. The reverse is better preserved, but the imprint is made slightly off center. Some 
letters remained outside the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 354. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V, no. 854. 


Oby. Inscription of four lines. 
+KER’O’| TWCWA’| ΘΕΟΔΩ | P 

Rev. Inscription of three lines. 
. PX... |. ICKOII | .X€A8 i 
+ K(bpre β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Θεοδώρ(ῳ) [ἀ]ρχ[επ]ισκόπ(ῳ) [ Α]χελου 
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1659. RHM-Shumen, no. 15197. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no.193. Find-spot: Pomorie 
(ancient Anchialos). D. 17-15 (13) 3.5 mm. W. 4.56 g. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 355. 
No parallels known 


1660. RHM-Shumen, no. 15142. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 138. Find-spot: 
Melnitsa, Elkhovo region. D. 15-15 (13) 4 mm. W. 3.80 g. Specimen in a poor state of preservation. The 
obverse is corroded. A portion chipped. The identification i is on the basis of the above specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 356. 
No parallels known 


1661. Historical Museum, Nessebar, no. 1823. Found in the dumped soil in the Old Town of Nessebar. D. 15-16 
(13) 3 mm. W. 4.29 g. Off-centered imprint in a superb state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


1662. RHM-Shumen, no. 15485. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 208. Find-spot: 
Pomorie. D. 13.5-13.5 (?) 3 mm. W.3.62 g. Once a good imprint. Now chipped and deformed. The 
reading is not problematic due to available parallels. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
The four specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines. 
+APXH |. ΤΡΑΤΗ | ΓΕΒΘ᾽ 
ΕΕ eo TH]. RO 
+APXH |. TPATH | TERO’ 
+APXH |.. PATH |. ERO 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
ΘΕΟΔΩ | POAPXIE | ΠΙΟΚΟΠΩ | AXEA’ 





ΘΕΟΔ. |. . APX..| ΠΙΟΚΟΠΩ | ΑΧΕΛ’ 
ΘΕΟΔΩ | POAPXIE | ΠΙΟΚΟΠΩ | AXCA' 
ΘΕΟ .. | POAP...| MICK . | AXE . 


us "Abano ted eve β(οή)θίει) Deus po ἀρχιεπισκόπῳ ᾽Αχελ(οῦ) 


The seal is dated generally to the XIth c. specifically to its second half. An archbishop 
by this name is unknown among the titulars in Anchialos. He maintained very active 
correspondence with unknown addressees in Anchialos, Mesembria and the fortress near the 
modern village of Melnitsa, Elhovo region (presumably his spiritual brothers in service there). 
He changed two boulloteria or two pairs of dies which suggests either active correspondence 
or a longer occupation of the see in Anchialos. 


1663-1665. Νικηφόρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου (1070s-1090s) 
Α. ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου καὶ ὁ τοῦ Αντιοχείας 


1663. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no.28140. Find-spot: Sozopol. D. 19-24 (21) 2.5 mm. The imprint is 
partial. The last line of the text has remained outside the seal. 
Ed Wopaanos, Auxuano, 37-38; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 2.2 A. 
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1663A. Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak) no. 258. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialos). D. 17-25 
mm Upper half of what was once an indistinct imprint. 
Unpublished. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
Parallels: There is another copy in the DO collection (DO. 58. 106. 1389) imprinted with the same 
couple of dies (see Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no.1823; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no .73.3). 


Obv. St Michael standing en face and holding a labarum (τ. hand) and a globe (l. hand). 
Inscription in two columns: M-I || X-A . 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
-K€R'O'| TWCWASA. | NIKH®OP . |..APX.€IT.| ΟΚΟΠΟΟΑΓΧΙΑΙ...(ΟΤΒΑ. |....... 
+KER’O’|. . .WABA.| . (ΦΟΡ..|..... ΕΠΙ. Le: ανν 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ à SOI Tel Νικηφόρ[ει τῷ Ἴ Gout vent Secombe 
᾿Αγχιά[λου τ]ῷ tod ᾿Α[ντιοχείας] 


Β. πρόεδρος ᾿Αγχιάλου 


1664. National Historical Museum, Sofia. Placed in the exposition. I have come across some contradiction in 
the information about its discovery. The initial publication pointed out that the copy originated in the 
ruins of the old city of Pernik (see Laurent, Corpus, V.3, 165-166. The information of the author was 
provided by Ms. Yuroukova). The same source of information told me that this is not true. The bulla 
belonged to a private person and the find-spot was unknown. D. 15.5-17 (13) 2 mm. A good imprint and 


a well-preserved specimen. . 
Ed. Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no.1824; Mopaauos, ΑΗχµαπο, 37-38; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 2.288. 


1665. RHM-Shuemn, no. 13510. Purchased from Slavcho Nikolov Grozev from Shumen. Found in the region 
of Pomorie. D. 12-14 (13) 2 mm. W. 2.20 g. The imprint is relatively complete in spite of the small seal. 
The bulla is well-preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 2.2Bb. 
Both specimens have been imprinted with an identical boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
a) + | ΑΓΧΙΑΛΊ A'CAPON | (ΘΠΡΟΤ. | CTAT? 
b) + | .... AW| . CAPON| . ΠΡΟΤΟ | .TAT’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a) CKCIT | MICONNI | . HDOP'| OVT’ 
b) CKCIT | MICONNI | KH®OP’ | OVT 
᾽Αγχιάλ(ου) (πρό)εδρον ὦ προτόστατ(α) 
σκέπ(οις) Μιχ(αὴλ) Νικηφόρ(ον) θύτ(ην) 


1666. Στέφανος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου (second half of the XI c.) 


Private collection (Al. Peikov from Veliko Turnovo). Find-spot not precisely known, found somewhere between 
Aitos and Bourgas. D. 24-24.5 mm. Excellent well-preserved specimen. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.2.3 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Michael standing en face, holding a labarum (τ. hand) and a globe (I. hand). No 
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titles. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.|. APXI. | HICKOIIO | ATXIAAOYV] .TEDA .|.C 
[+ O] ἀρχι[ε]πισκοποίς) ᾿Αγχιάλου [Σ]τεφά[νο]ς 


3. ᾿Αδριανούπολεως 


1667-1667A. Νικόλαος μητροπολίτης Αδριανουπόλεως (970s) 


1667. Private collection (Al. Peykov from Veliko Turnovo). A cast of the original was sent to me by my 
colleague K. Dochev. Later I examined the original in the collection of St. Bilik from Sofia. According 
to its first owner, Mr. Peykov, the bulla originated in Silistra. Size: 25-26 (18) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Entire fields of the dies have not appeared. 

Ed. Jordanov, C. Names, no.3.4. 


1667A. RHM-Targovishte, no. 696. Find-spot: Preslav. D. 17.4-21(18) 2.6 mm. W. 4.63. Incomplete imprint. 
Entire fields of the dies have not appeared. 
Unpublished. 
Both specimens were struck in a same bulloterion 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a Gospel book (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: 9-NI || K-O- A? 
Rev. Inscription of five lines and followed by ornament: 
*NIKO | A'MITPO|IIOA'A..|IAN .| TIO. 
ἜΝΙ ..| AMITPO|IIOA'AAP | IANO |H .. 
+ Νικόλ(αος) µιτροπολ(ίτης) ᾿Αδριανο(υ)πό[λ(εως)] 


1668. Γρηγόριος or Πανθεριος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (ΧΙ century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15110]. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 106. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 18-20 (18) 3 mm. W. 6.50 g. Weakly imprinted which makes its reading difficult. The 
completion of the homonym is somewhat uncertain. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 14; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 3.5. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. In the centre of the image one can see part of a standing figure of the Virgin on a 
subpedaneum holding before her a medallion with a likeness of Child Christ. On 
both sides, there are partial figures of two standing saints (St. Peter and Paul) who are 
reaching out toward her hands. At the left of the Virgin one sees the letter Κ perhaps 
from the name of St. Peter. 

Κεν Inscription of six lines: 

ΟΚ. | OHOT... | OPIQMHTP. | .AITHAA. | . NOVIT. |. EWC 
[-]Θ(εοτό)κ[ε β]οήθ(ει) Γ[ρηγ]ορίῳ or Π[ανθ]ερίῳ μητρ[οπο]λίτη 
᾿ΑΑδ[ρια]νουπ[όλ]εως 


If the reading of the first name as Γ[ρηγ]ορίῳ is correct, such a prelate of Adranopolis 
is unknown from the narrative sources. If we read Π[ανθ]ερίῳ, the metropolitan could be 
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the one attested in March 1072 (see Oikonomides, Decret synodal, 57, n.22; 60, 66). 


1669. Seals of a metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XI* century) 


Private collection (Zhelyazko Dimov, Burgas). My colleague Ivan Karayotov sent me a plaster impression of 
the same seal. Find-spot: district of Elhovo (village of Melnitsa). D. 19-20 (16) ? mm. 
Ed.Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 15; Jordanov, G. Names, no.3.6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Κεν. In the field above, a representation of the bust of Christ. Beneath it there are two standing 
saints, St. Paul on the left and St. Peter on the right. They are half-turned toward the 
bust of Christ above. Their hands are turned toward him. Vertical inscription between 
the two: II-A-V-A- || IH- -T-P' 


1670. Seals of a metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XI" century) 


Private collection of Ivan Simeonov, Burgas. A plaster impression of this seal was given to me some twenty 
years ago by my colleague Kamen Dimitrov. Its find-spot was likely the same as the previous specimen. 
D. 17-18 mm. 
Ed Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 16; Jordanov, G. Names, no.3.7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Standing figure of the Virgin, with a nimbus, maphorion and hymation, en face. It 
is impossible to discern the details of the representation and the inscription with an 
epithet. 

Rev. In the field above probably the bust of Christ. Beneath it two standing saints (St. Paul 
and St. Peter). They are turned half-way toward Christ represented above. Their hands 
are turned toward him. 


1671. Εὐστάθιος μητροπολίτης Αδριανουπόλεως (XII™ century) 


Private collection (a collector in Novi Pazar). It was offered for sale to the Historical Museum Shumen where it 
was documented. It was later returned to the owner because he did not agree to the purchase price offered. 
D 42-43 (32) 3 mm. A superbly preserved seal. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.3.8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Peter (1.) and St. Paul (r.) standing in profile; St. Peter with head raised toward a 
small bust of Christ in upper field; St. Peter holding a long cross (r. hand) and extending 
|. arm toward Christ, a gesture repeated by St. Paul, who holds a book (1. hand). Two 
vertical inscriptions between them: 9-II-C-T-P-O-C||9-II-A-V-A-O-C :'O ἅ(γιος) 
Πέτρος || Ὁ &(y1og) Παῦλος 

Rev. Inscription of six lines. There is a six-pointed star engraved in the field below the 
inscription: 

ΕΥΘΑΘΙ | ΟΝΠΑΝΑΓΝΕ | KAIMVTAIAOI 8 | THCAAPIANS | 
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ΤΟΝΘΝΤΗΝΟΚΕΙ| ΠΟΙΤΕΜΕ | - * - 
Εὐστάθιον, Πανάγνε, καὶ pootar Λόγου τῆς ᾿Αδριανου τὸν θυτην, σκέποιτε, 


με 


1672. N., μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 7 (XII c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15111. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 107. Find-spot: Melnitsa. 
D. 24.5-25.5 (22 ?) 3.5 mm. W. 7.60 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint, which renders the reading 
difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 525. 
No parallels known. 


eee 


Oby. The Virgin standing frontally holding medallion of Christ before her. She is flanked 
by two saints. At l. no identifying inscription visible, probably St. Paul; at r. St. Peter 
accompanied by vertical inscription: 9-II-C-T-PO-C ='O a(ytog) Πέτρος 

Κεν. Inscription of seven lines: 

CX... VIE. |... XH... |]... ITAL]... CEVTAO | COCEKCAK. | AIM 
P πο νε. Εὐστά[θ]ιος ἐκ σακ[ε]λ{λλιω 


The end of the text on the reverse and the iconography give us grounds to accept that 
this must be another seal of the metropolitan of Adrianopolis already known by his seal, see 
above no. 1671. 


4. 'Aiviog 
1673. ᾽Ανδρόνικος ᾿Αἶνιος (XI*-XII" cen.) 


RHM-Pernik, no. 939, field no. 787. Found during the excavations in the medieval settlement on the path 
in square XVIII/33 on 10^ July 1974. D. 21-21(16) 2.5 mm. Well-centered but weak and incomplete 
imprint. The image of the Virgin on the obverse is only visible in outlines. 

Ed. tOpyxosa, Περμηκ, c. 129, ταθῃ. IV.3; Jordanov, G. Names, no.5.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Sigla: M || ©. 
Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines: 

. AP |. NIK8AE |.ΠΟΙΝΑΤΟ. | TSAIN'C . | HOIC 

[ "Av]ép[o]vixov Δέ[σ]ποινα τὸ[ν] τοῦ ᾿Αἴν(ου) σ[κ(έ}]ποις 


Andronikos is an unknown prelate of Ainos. It 1s possible that he is identical with the 
nephew of the bishop of Ainos (0 τοῦ ’Atvov) 
5. Αρκαδιούπολεως 


1674. Στέφανος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (X"-XI" c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 15030. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-26 (18) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
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Well-centred but weak imprint. 
Ed. ltopaanos, Cunucrpa, II, Ne 13; Jordanov, G. Names, no.10.4. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (l. hand). 
Along dotted border circular inscription: .... NIKO)... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
CTE® |..(QAPXI | ITCKOII | .KAAIO | ΠΟΛΕΟ’ 
[^ Aye] Νικώ[λαε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Στεφ[άν]ῳ &pyie]n()okón(o) 
[Αρ]καδιο(υ)πόλεοίς) 


6. Αχριδός 


An unidentified settlement in the Rhodopes Mountains southeast of Asenovgrad 
(Stenimachos). The name of this bishopric is not present in any diocese lists but it is included 
in the XII^-XIII^ century sources. One cannot say to which metropolitan it was subservient 
but it is suggested that Achrida, Moreia and Philipopolis formed a single theme and the 
bishop of Achrida was subordinate to the Philipopolis metropolitan. The seals presented 
below are the only information for its existence. 

Lit. Laurent, Byzantion, p. 617; Idem, Corpus, V,1, 522-523; OBaapoB, CroumeHos, 
Περπερηκο, 315-319: 

1. Εὐσταθιος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (see below) 

2.Θεόδωρος ἐπίσκοπος ᾿Αχριδοῦ (see below) 

3 Θωμᾶς ἐπίσκοπος) Αχριδοῦ (X-XI c., see below) 

4. Κωνσταντῖνος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (XI" century) after a specimen from the 

collection of the MK in Vienna, no. 197, which probably originated from Istanbul (see 

Laurent, Corpus, V,1, no. 691). 

The fact that the seals presented below having belonged to bishops of this diocese were 
discovered during archaeological excavations in Perpericon corroborates the assumption 
that the Achridos diocese was located precisely in this part of the Balkans. 


1675-1676. Θωμᾶς ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (X — XI c.) 


1675. RHM-Kurdzhali, field no. 18. Found in Klisse Basha locality, square B5- building 2, on the 85 July 2002. 
D. 24-24 (18) 2 mm. Imprint smaller than the blank. Printed only in the centre along the channel. 
Ed. Opuapos, Croumenos, [lepnepuxon, Ne | 


1676. RHM-Kurdzhali, no. 5504. Found in Klisse Basha locality, Eastern dwellings, on the 7” August 2001. D. 
25-25 (18)2.5 mm. Half preserved. Poorly-preserved image. Dented. 
Ed. Opuapos, Croumenos, TTepnepukon,No 2 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


The imprint of the first specimen is only partial while the second is almost completely 


obliterated. The illustrations in the publication are unsatisfactory, which does not allow us to 
confirm or rule out the proposed reading. 
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Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons on one (7) step. Around the image, some preserved 
letters from the circular inscription containing the invocation: 
NE OITO... 
b.: Ra ABA 
[+K(opve βοή]θι τῷ [σῷ δ]ούλ[ω] 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a. +- |]. OMA |. HIC.| AXP...| V 
b. 6... | .... HL AXPIAO| V 
- *-[O]ou& ἐπισ[κ]Ἰόπῳ) 'Αχρίδοῦ 


1677. Θεόδωρος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (XI-XII c.) 


RHM-Kurdzhali, no. 5483. Found in Klisse Basha locality, square E*to the east of the church, on 15" August 
2001. D. 17-17(15)2 mm. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 13.1;:0Buapos, Croumenos, ΠΕΡΠΕΡΗΙΚΟΗ, Ne 3. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Stephanos holding a martyr's cross (τ. hand). Inscription in two columns: 
@-C-TE || Φ-ΑΝ-Ο: Ὁ (ἅγιος) Στέφανος. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ATIE | CTEPANE | ΚΟΗΘΕΟΙ AQPOCIT. | CKOTIQ.| XPI. 
+ Άγιε Στέφανε βοήθ(ει) Θεοδώρῳ ἐπίσκόπῳ ΓΑ]χρι[δοῦ] 


1678-1679. Εὔσταθιος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (X-XI c.) 


1678. RHM-Kurdzhali, no. 5504, field πο. 35. Found in Klisse Basha locality, Eastern dwellings, on the 3" 
August 2001. D. 23/20/2 mm. Two halves. Not very good imprint. 
Ed.Osyapos, Cronmenos, [lepriepukon, Ne 4. 
No parallels known. 


1679. RHM- Kurdzhali, no. 5483. Found in Klisse Basha locality, square B”, on 95 July 2002. D. 23/20/2 mm. 
Struck over another bulla. Some blurred letters are visible from the understrike. Obv. CICI. Rev. . Q. / 
Νεο 
Ed.Osyapor, Croumenos, llepriepiikon, Ne 5. 
Both specimens come from the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Inscription in 
two columns: @-NI || K-O: ʻO (άγιος) Νικό(λαος). Circular inscription around the 
depiction: + KCROHO' TO)COAOV' : + K(opue βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλί(ῳ) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

L+€. .TA | OIH . MIC | KOIIOT' | CAX.. AJ. OV 
2.*€.CTA | OIHOEIIIC | KOMOT | CAXPIA|.OV. 
+ Εφσταθικο Ἐπισκωπῳ τ(ῆ)ς ᾿Αχριδοῦ 

+ Ευσταθίηο ἐπισκώπῳ τ(ῆ)ς ᾿Αχριδοῦ 
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7. Βελεβουσδίου 


1680. Ἰωάννης ἐπίσκοπος Βελεβουσδίου (second half of the XII" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 86. Discovered during excavations of Hisarluka near Kyustendil. D. 27- 
28.5 (257) 3 mm. W. 15. 30 g. The imprint is incomplete. Almost all initial letters are missing. Dented. 
It was probably hit with a sharp object during its unearthing. The poor availability of some letters and 
especially these of the second line impede reading. 
Ed. Maanos, Ñ. Paskorku Ha Xucapiexa πο Krocrengun. - HBAJL7,1919-1920, 112-113, o6p. 93; 
Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1502; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 16.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Virgin Hagiosoritissa with a nimbus, chymation and maphorion is represented full- 
length en face with her head turned half-way to the left and hands lifted to God's hand 
represented on the left above. Titles: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+ | CKCIIOICM. | TIK8..INH8 | TIAPOENERE | ΛΕΒΟΥΟΔΙΘΠΟΙ | MENAIG)A | 
NNHN 
+ Σκέποις u[v]otixov .......... Παρθένε Βελεβουσδίου ποιμένα Ἰωάνην 


The fragmented text and the lack of information about this bishop of Belebouzdion 
prevent us from commenting. 


8. Βελικίας 


1681.Βασίλειος ἐπίσκοπος Βελικίας (X -XI* centuries) 


RHM-Kurdzhali, no. 5492. Found in Perpericon in the dumped soil, sector I, on 2" August 2001. D. 16/13/3 
mm. Not very good imprint. There is thickening along the channel which damaged part of the letters. 
Ed. ΟΡΙΔΡΟΒ, ΟΤΟΗΜΕΗΟΒ, Περεπερηκοη, Ne 6. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion on her breast. Sigla: 
ΜΡ || OV : Μή(τη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-+-| OKER’O’ | TOCOAS'| RACHACIO)| . HICKOIT| REAHK’ - A - 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Βασηλέῳ ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Βεληκ(θα(ς) 


1682. Στέφανος ἐπίσκοπος Βελικίας (Χ' -XI" centuries) 


RHM-Kurdzhali, no. 5490. Found in Klisse Basha locality, Eastern dwellings on 6^ August 2001. D. 25/17/2 mm. 
The imprint is smaller than the blank; as a result, a hollow was formed which damaged the obverse. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.17.2; OBaapon, Croumenos, [lepnepukon, Ne 7. 
Parallels: another specimen imprinted with the same bulloterion is kept in the of Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (DO. 58. 106. 137) and probably orginates from Istanbul. See: Laurent, Corpus, V,1, no. 714; 
Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 382. 


Obv Bust of the Virgin, hands raised before her breast. Title: .. || OV. 
555 

















Κεν Inscription of five lines, the final letter between two bars: 
+OKE | R'CT€o'| ΠΙΟΚῚ RCAI | -K’- 
ἙΘ(εοτό)κε β(οήθει) Στεφ(άνῳ) ἐπίσκ(όπῳ) Βελικ(ίας) 


9. Βερόης 
1683-1684. Χριστοφόρος πρόεδρος Βερόης (XI-XII c.) 


Α. 

1683. National Historical Museum, Sofia, πο. 31916. Of unknown provenance. Among the seals which Emil 
Kosev collected and brought to Sofia for sale and later returned them to Vasil Vasilev. He did not give 
back the original ones but others of which V.Vasilev is not aware where they come from. The seals of 
V. Vasilev originated from the region of Bourgas. D. 20-25 (17) 3 mm. A well-preserved but incomplete 
imprint. The first letters of almost all lines have remained outside the blank. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.18.2A 
No parallels are known. 


Obv. The Virgin standing, facing, holding Christ in her |. arm. Sigla: MP ll OV. Rev. 
Inscription of five lines: 
- * - |.PICTO | ..PONTIA | ..FN€R€ | POHCCKE ποις 
-[Χ]ριστο[φό]ρον Πά[να]γνε Βερόης σκέποις 


Β. 

1684. Historical Museum, Yambol, no. 5467. Discovered on the land of the village of Maluk Izvor, district 
of Harmanli, in the Gradishteto area some 1-1.5 km north of the village. It was found by Hristin from 
Yambol. D. 19-20 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.18.2B. 

Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1812; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 64.2. Imprinted with 
a boulloterion identical to our specimen. Olga Bulgakova has informed me about another specimen, 
probably struck in the same boulloterion and discovered during archeological excavations in the Russian 
medieval town of Novgorod. She states that the seal is authentic and was found during excavations (see 
Bulgakova, no. 131). I have a more cautious opinion, because according to the same informant a seal of 
the Bulgarian patriarch Vissarion was also "found" in Novgorod (see : Wopaanos, Kopnyc, 129-131). 
From the description given to me I believe this is a contemporary forgery. I am also personally familiar 
with its engraver. It has recently become a practice to verify and legalize forged Specimens supposedly 
"uncovered" during archeological digs. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: 
MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΧΩΦΟΡΟΝ | ΠΑΝΑΓΝΕ | REPOHC | CKCIIOIC 
Χ(ριστ)ωφόρον Πάναγνε Βερόης σκέποις 


10. Βουλγαρίας 


1685. Ἡσαΐας ἐπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (IX c.). 


Private collection (St. Bilik, Sofia). The owner bought it in the club of the Sofia Numismatic Society. The 
seller claimed that the specimen was from Shumen. Additional enquiries made it clear that it had been 
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discovered by Vasil Vasilev from Shumen. According to him, it had been found in the area of Smiadovo 
near a settlement with a basilica and necropolis from the [X*-X" century, together with the seal of 
Michael, bagatour and kanartikin (on him, see Hopaanos Kopnyc, Ne 127). D. 23-26 (16) 2 mm. W. 8,45 
g. Complete imprint with a double border of dots. The monogram on the obverse is composed of rather 
unsightly and crude letters. The O inscribed in center has a lozenge shape inside which are the arms of 
the cruciform monogram cross. The text on the reverse, according to the ascertainment of the original 
publisher, is composed of regularly shaped letters. The last two letters of the first line are damaged but 
nevertheless visible. 

Ed. Bunak, C. ΜοΠΜΒΠΟΒΥΠ Ha ΗΕΗ3ΒΕΟΤΘΗ ΕΠΗΟΚΟΠ Ha borrapus or LX B.- ΠροδπεΜι na npa6wneapckama 
ucmopua u apxeonoeua, 3, lllywen, 1997, 363-366; Mopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 132; Jordanov, G. Names, 
no.19.3. 

No parallels known. 


: Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. 1.8 ). 


Rev. Inscription of four lines. A sign resembling a fleuron found on some IXth-Xth-century 
seals is inscribed after the last letter of the last line 
+ HCAIA | €IIICKOII | OROVPTA | PHAC 
+ Ἡσαΐα επισκόπο Βουργαρήας 


The original publication of the seal was by its possessor, S. Bilik. On the basis of the. 


obverse image and the paleographic analysis of certain letters on the reverse he arrived at the 
conclusion that the dating of the seal must be in the period 8205-8405 (Baak, ΜΟΠΜΒΛΟΒΥΠ, 


363-366). The seal was included in the Corpus of medieval seals where I introduced some: 


specifications and corrections. The dating I proposed was generally in the IXth c., preferably 
the middle of the century (Vopnanon, Kopnyc, c. 78). 

As it might be expected, this sphragistic monument of great importance to the history of 
the Bulgarian church arose the interest of the investigators who offered their interpretations 
in the following two lines: the first proposed a new reading of the text (Teoprues, II. 
ΜΟΠΗΒΛΠΟΒΥΠΡΤ or ΟΜΗΠΟΒΟ Karo uHcTopHueckH ΗΞΤΟΠΗΗΚ.- lpynoBe Ha ΚαΤΕΠΡΗΤΕ πο 
Hcropus n borocnosue Kew LIY, 6, 2004, 108-113), while the other attempted at shifting 
the dating of the seal to the late VIIIth or the early IXth centuries (Πµκοποβα, b. 3a Hcas 
ΕΠΗΟΚΟΠ Ha berapus'" or egna reuar.- Hymu3maruxa, Coparucruka u Enurpaduxa, 3.2, 
2007, 49-55). 

I will begin commenting on Georgiev's new reading. According to him, there was a 
letter P outside the invocative formula in the upper part of the vertical arm of the cross on 
the obverse. It represented the diphthong ov and suggested that the name of the owner of the 
seal given in genitive was woven in the monogram. The author pointed out that the letter Θ 
in the centre of the monogram had inside its lozenge shape not only a horizontal bar but also 
a vertical one, thus allowing to be read not only as ©, , O but also as Φ and È. As a result 
of this analysis Gerogiev reached the conclusion that the name of the owner Ἡοσήφ was 
inscribed on the obverse (Teoprues, II. Monwusgiosymer, 108-113). Further on the author 
offered emendations in the reading of the text on the reverse. He separated the first three 
letters HZA from the owner's name HCAIA and translated them as "equivalent", “equal 
in value". He added A from the first line to the rank of Isaia and read HCAA | ΕΠΙΟΚΟΠ 
| OROVPTA | PHAC: toa ἀ(ρχι)επισκόπο Βουργαρίας which is to mean ‘equal in 
value’, ‘equivalent’ to the archbishop of Bulgaria. His final conclusion was that the seal 
belonged to Joseph-Stephanos equal (equivalent) to the archbishop of Bulgaria who was at 
the head of the Bulgarian church just before the year 893 (Teoprnes, ΜΟΠΗΒΛΟΕΥΠΡΙ, 108- 
109). For the time being, I will only note that according to this restoration an extra letter I 
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from the name HCAJA remains from the first line of the inscription. 

In addition to this conclusion, Georgiev assumed also the possibility that the seal 
belonged to Prince Boris himself. He restored the name BOPHZOY from the monogram 
inscribed on the obverse (in this case too the letter K remained unused), while on the reverse 
he read HCAA | CIIICKOIT| OROVPTA | PHAC: ισα(πρωτο)επισκόπο Βουργαρίας, 
which means that the Bulgarian ruler was represented in his capacity as ‘outside bishop’ 
(Teoprues, ΜΟΠΗΒΠΟΒΥΠΤΈΤ, 111-112). 

I will not enter into further details of the commentary citing various written sources. 
The absurdity of the proposed interpretation is clear and we should go back to the seal 
itself. 

As a beginning, it will be a good idea to recall a famous conclusion made by one of 
the greatest collectors of Byzantine seals G. Zacos who says that “at least 10,000 seals must 
pass through one's hands in order to become a sigillographer". He probably meant that it is 
only after one examines sufficiently large amount of material and establishes the rules that 
he should seek meanings beyond those generally accepted. 

In the first volume of his collection G. Zacos published ca. 4,000 seals of which more 
than 1,500 contain cruciform invocative monograms (Zacos, Seals, I,nos.1393-2671; 3007- 
3320). The addition τῷ σῷ δούλῳ is absent in the smaller portion of them (nos. 1393-1688; 
3007-3068), while it 1s inscribed in the larger portion (nos.1960-2671; 3071-3320, which are 
later as a rule). Among these more than a thousand and five hundred seals with cruciform 
invocative monogram there are also dozens containing the sign P in the upper part of the 
vertical arm, as in our case (Zacos, Seals, I, nos.1406, 1413, 1417, 1487, 1514, 1662, 1691, 
1738, 1763, 1781, 1943, 2036,2117, 2127 and others which I will not enumerate due to lack 
of space). 

The cruciform monograms in all those more than a thousand and five hundred seals are 
undoubtedly restored by specialists as Θεοτόκε or Κύριε βοήθει. 

[n no one of these more than a thousand and five hundred seals is the proper name of 
the owner of the seal included in the invocative monogram inscribed on the obverse. It is 
inscribed either in the four fields between the arms of the cruciform monogram, as in the seal 
of the caesar Tervel, or traditionally on the reverse of the seal. 

And finally, a reminder regarding the name of Boris: we should bear in mind that after 
his baptism Boris took the name of Michael and precisely this name is represented on his 
ruler's seals. Why should he be represented with his old name on his church seal ? 

Clearly we should go back to the traditional reading ofthe text ofthis seal of Byzantine 
type and content and repeat that his owner was Isaia, bishop of Bulgaria. The monogram on 
the obverse is unsightly and perhaps mistaken but this does not give grounds for the readings 
proposed above. 

Now let us go back to the dating of this seal and the possibility of attributing it to the 
period before the official conversion to Christianity in medieval Bulgaria. 

The dating of seals of the Bulgarian church and generally of the Byzantine church 
constitutes a serious problem even when the owner of the seal can be identified with a 
person from narrative sources. Certain conservatism and archaism obviously exist in the 
iconography of the seal and in the paleography of certain letters. 

Two factors should be taken into consideration when dating our seal: observations on 
its iconography and paleography, style and overall appearance and of course the historical 
rationalization of the text. 

I must admit that when I first encountered this seal (in fact | was the person who 
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identified it and helped for the realization of Bilik’s publication) I was impressed by the 
characteristics regarding its early dating. The cruciform monogram without the addition of 
τῷ σῷ δούλῳ, the lozenge-shaped © and its overall appearance pointed to a dating if not 
in the late VIIIth c at least in the first decades of the IXth c. My observations on the seals 
of the Constantinopolitan patriarchs of that time can be added to my former ascertainments. 
For example, a cruciform invocative monogram without the addition τῷ o@ δούλῳ is 
represented on the obverse of the seal of Theodot I (815-821) (see Zacos, Seals, II, no. 2). 
The same situation is observed with the seal of Anthony I (821-837). with this difference 
that a cross is engraved in the four quarters (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 3). Already in the next 
and actually the last patriarch iconoclast John VII (837-843) exactly the same variant of 
invocative monogram as with ours is represented on the obverse with the only difference 
that the addition τῷ σῷ δούλῳ is inscribed in the four quarters (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 4; here 
no. 1615). 

Probably the evolution of the iconographic subject on the Byzantine seals from 815- 
843 can be traced through these examples. We need to recall here that these patriarchs were 
iconoclasts, and the cross of Golgotha or a cruciform invocative monogram instead of the 
images of Christ, the Virgin or Christian saints were obligatorily represented on the official 
state symbols such as coins and seals. However, as soon as the icon worship was restored 
under Patriarch Methodius I (843-847) the image of the Virgin Hodegetria appeared on the 
obverse of the patriarchal seals, which becomes a standing subject with the next patriarchs 
until nowadays. (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 5). 

Thus, the presence of the cruciform monogram or its replacement with the image of 
the Virgin or some other saint should be associated with the period of iconoclasm or icon 
worship and the dating of the seal of Isaia, bishop of Bulgaria, should not exceed the year 
843. 

Despite these observations, when I had to include this seal in the Corpus of Bulgarian 
seals and to position it in time, the only logical possibility to me was the time after the 
Conversion until the appearance in Bulgaria of the Latin mission, i.e. 864-866, when a bishop 
was at the head of the Bulgarian church. 

Now that an acceptable hypothesis is offered to our attention for the existence of 
Christian communities in Bulgaria under the Bulgarian rulers Krum (803-814), Omurtag 
(814-831) and others and these communities must have had their bishop, in this case of 
Bulgaria, the dating of the seal of Isaia can be placed within the boundaries of the first 
decades of the IXth c. to which date the iconographic survey also points. The unsuccessful 
writing of O in the center of the cruciform monogram can be explained with the making of 
this seal specifically in Bulgaria. 


1686-1699. Γεώργιος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (?-893). 
The seals of this Bulgarian prelate are divided into two main groups: 


A. 


1686. Archaeological Museum of Sofia, no. 66. Discovered during excavations in Madara in buildings on the 


terrace under the so-called Daul Tash. D. 23-24 (18) 3 mm. A well-centred and well made imprint but the 
bulla is poorly preserved. Its upper part is holed and it probably hung from a document or was worn as 
an icon or medallion. When it was pulled, the opening was torn and the first two lines of its inscription 
were damaged. 
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Ed. ἨοΡΠΔΗΟΒ, Κορηνο, Ne 133; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Aa. 


1687. Archaeological Museum, Pliska,no.70. Discovered on 13" May 1975 during excavations of the Great 
Basilica in Pliska, sector North, q. 162, depth 0,70 m. D.21,5-22,5 (18) 3,5 mm. A very good imprint and 
a well-preserved bulla, 
Ed. πορπαηοβ. Kopnve. Ne 134; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ab. 


1688. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 71. Discovered on 12^ May 1975 during excavations of the Great 
Basilica in Pliska, sector North, η. 179, depth 0,80 m. D. 19,8-22,5 (18) 3 mm. It was probably a good 
imprint in the past but now the bulla is poorly preserved. It was broken in two parts which were stuck 
together during the conservation. 

Ed. ΙΊοΡΠΑΗΟΒ, Κορηνο, Ne 135; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ac. 


1689. Archaeological Museum, Pliska. Discovered in the summer of 1990 in Pliska in the area of the Great 
Basilica or, to be more precise, 35 m east of the northeastern corner of the monastery fence. D. 20-20 (18) 
3-4 mm. Weight: 9.5 u. Incomplete imprint. Made a little upward, owing to which parts of the inscription 
on the reverse and obverse have remained outside the blank. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Kopnve, Ne 136; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ad. 


1690. Place of storage and origin unkown. According to information from VI. Penchev from the National 
Historical Museum in Sofia, a bulla of this dignitary was offered in 1990 to the evaluation committee of 
his museum but after a dispute about the price its owner retracted it. 

Ed. Wopaanos, Kopm c. Ne 137; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ae. 


1691. Private collection (N Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: unknown, generally from Pliska-Preslav. D.25- 
25 (18) 3 mm. A well-centred and well-preserved unprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Kopnvc. Νο 140; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Af. 


1692. A bulla of George, archbishop of Bulgaria, was sold at the auction of Dieter Gorny GmbH, Munchen, 
96, 7. Juni 1999 under no.704. D. 23 mm, 8.62 g. 
Ed. Dieter Gorny GmbH, Munchen, 96, 7. Juni 1999 , no. 704; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ag. 


1693. Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 13-23 mm. Half of the specimen is 
missing. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ah. 


1694. Private collection (M. Gospodinov, Shumen). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-23 (20) 3 mm. A well-centred 
and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 19.4 Ai. 


1695. RHM-Shumen, no. 15034. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: Pliska. D.20- 
22 (20) 3 mm. W. 10.40 g. Well-centered imprint, but weak on the obverse. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 76 


1696. RHM-Shumen, no. 15083. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 
22-23 (19) 3 mm. W. 7.96 g. Slightly off-centered imprint. The rev. is in a better state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 76 


1697. Archaeological Musemu, Pliska, no. 104a. Found during archaeological excavations at the place of 
the base at the Museum in September 2007. D.22-22 (19) 4 mm. Complete specimen in good state of 
preservation. 

Ed. ΓεΟΡΓΜΕΒ, F. Jumutpos, A. Mpanon, C. ΒαςΗΠΘΒ, P. Asaputuo-criacwrenHH pa3kortKu Ha Crpoexa 
Ha “Basa Ha HAMM" g Ππµοκαιι- AOP, 2007, 597-600, o6p. 3. 

All twelve specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

Parallels : Other two specimens are kept in the collections of the Athens Museum of Numismatics 
(Konstantopoulos, Stamuly, no. 77) and the Fogg Art Museum, no. 5 (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, |. 
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no. 29.5.) 


B. 

1698. Private collection (G. Gulubov, Sofia). Probably originated from Pliska. D. 29-29 (24) 5 mm. Weight: 
17,05 g. À masterfully-centred imprint. The border of the blank was additionally cut with a sharp knife in 
order to receive a correct round form. 

Ed. Vopnauos, Kopnyc, Ne 141; Jordanov, G.Names, πο. 19.4 Ba. 


1699. Private collection (N. Nikolov, Razgrad). According to its owner, it was discovered on the bank of the 
dam near the village of Ovcharovo, Turgovishte region, where in fact the northern wall ofthe fortress was 
situated. Size: 27-29,5 (26) 4 mm. The imprint was good in the past, although some letters have remained 
outside the blank, but later it was heavily damaged. 

Ed. ορπαηοβ, Kopnyc, Ne 142; Jordanov, G.Names, πο. 19.4 Bb. 

Parallels: Α third specimen imprinted with the same boulloterion was found at Castel Hill near Zalavar 
in Hungary. See Paradisum plantavit. Benedectine Monasteries in Medieval Hungary. Exhibition at the 
Benidictine Archabbey of Panonhalma, 21 March-11 November 2001, ed. by Takacs Imre. Panonhalma, 
2001, p.61; Hopaanos, M. [egar ga ILickoBuckus apxuemuckon Teopru (886-889), HamepeH B 
crosmuata Ha Konen ! - /7pecnaecka kuuoicoeua 1µκοπα, 9, 2006, 362-368. 


Obv. The Virgin standing frontally, holding Christ in her l. arm. No sigla. Circular inscription 
along the dotted border: -OCTOKCROHOCITOCOASBA(Q) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+PE | PTIOQAPX | HCIIICKO | HOROVA | TAPIAC 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεωργίῳ ἀρχηεπισκόπῳ Βουλγαρίας 


1700.Τωάννης μοναχὸς καὶ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (second half of the XI" c.) 


Private collection. [ learnt about it from Al. Peykov from Veliko Turnovo. The bulla was found somewhere in 
the district of Haskovo. D. 25-26 mm. 
Ed. Jordanov, G.Names, no. 19.5. 
Parallels: Three specimens are kept in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO.58.106.5308; Fogg 1053; 
DO.55.1.4701). They probably originate from Istanbul. A fourth copy was offered at Auction Hirsch 
(Munchen, 186, 10-12. 05. 1995, no. 1642). Dr Peter Prohaska from the National Historical Museum in 
Budapest informed me about a fifth specimen found in Esztergom. I wonder whether this may be a case 
of legalizing of a find from Bulgaria on its way to Europe. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne with a round cushion, holding a medallion 
of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+OKER’O’| TOCWASA’|IMMONAX’|SAPXIENMIC|KTIMMACH ’ |RSAT AP’ 
- G(eoxó)ke β(οή)θίει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ)]ω(άννη) μοναχ(ῷ) (καὶ) 
ἀρχιεπισκ(ό)πῳ πάση(ς) Βουλγαρ(ίας) 


1701.Κωνσταντῖνος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (second half of the XII" c.) 


Private collection (1. Yotov from Yambol). Uncertain provenance but it is suggested that it comes from 
southeastern Bulgaria. D. of the fragment 16-34 mm, which is smaller than a quarter of a formerly 
brillant imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G.Names, no. 19.6. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1I, no.410. Imprinted with the same bulloterion as our specimen. 
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Ovb. Part of the Annunciation scene. Part of the figure of Archangel Gabriel who approaches 
the Virgin seated on a throne. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
Tete | ΕΠΟ v ass CHO ss ACHT uns HOC arene ων 
[+ Κων(σταντῖνος) ἐ]λέῳ [Θ(εο)ῦ ἀρχι]επίσ[κοπος πά]σης [Βουλγαρί]ας 
[ῆτοι πρώτ]ης [Ἰουστινιανῆς] 


1702. Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (XIV century) 


Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv, πο. 583. The inventory book notes that it was found in Ochrid but bought 
in Thessalonike and became property of the Plovdiv Archaeological Museum in 1914. D. 41-43 (35) 5.5 
mm. Probably it was a good imprint in the past but it is now ina pitiful state. It has almost degenerated 
because of corrosion. 
Ed.: There are some inaccuracies in the various publications: Apanog, 5CM, c. 37, Ne 6; Petrovic, 
J. Olovni pecat Grugura nadbiskupa Justiniane prime 1 ciele Bugarske.- Glasnik Hrvatskih zemaljskih 
muzeja. 1941, 25-29; Laurent,Corpus,V.2, no. 1498 [he notes that it was part of the Petrovic collection 
in Zagreb and is now in the Archaeological Museum in Sofia, which is clearly wrong]. Ed. Jordanov, G. 
Names, no. 19.7. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The Annunciation. The left half shows the figure of Archangel Michael in half-face and 
turned to the left. He has a nimbus and wings which barely touch the ground. With his 
left hand he holds a sceptre on his shoulder and he extends his right one as a sign of 
greeting to the Virgin, who occupies the right half of the seal. She is turned half way to 
the right and sits on a throne. The whole image is surrounded by a dotted circle. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: _ 

+ FPHIO | PIOCEAEWOV | ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΟΚΟΠ | OCTHCIIPO)THC | ISWTNIANHC | 
ΚΑΠΙΑΟΗΟΒ | BATAP' 

+ Γρηγόριος ἐλέῳ Θ(εογῦ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος τῆς πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς καὶ 
πάσης Βουλγ(αρίας) 


ll. Βρύσεως 


1703. Νικηφόρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βρύσεως (X"-XI^ centuries) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22187. D. 19-22 (16)2.1 mm. W. 5.90 g. Unsuccessful imprint, parts of 
the blank are missing. The bulla was perforated with corrosion. 
Ed. ἤορπαηοθβ, IIpecnae, Ne 387; Jordanov, G.Names, no. 20.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (P1. 1.10); in the quarter: T()-CQ) || A8-A. 
Rev. [Inscription of five lines: 
*t.KI  |.0OA.| XICIIIC. | IIORP. | CEO’ 
ἜθΘ({εοτόκ)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ oo δούλ[ῳ Νι]κιφ[όρ]ο ἀ[ρ]χιεπισ[κό]πο Βρ[ύ]σεοί(ς) 


12. Γαγγρῶν 
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1704. Μιχαὴλ. ὁ τοῦ Γαγγρῶν (XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-28 (20) 4.1 mm. W.16.00 g. Superb 
imprint, a tiny portion cut not damaging the text. On the reverse, the accents above the lines are also 
written out. 

Ed. Jordanov, F. Names, no.130 
No parallels known 


Obv. Metrical inscription of three lines: 
+| CDPA | ΓΙΟΜΙ | XAHA 

Rev. Metrical inscription of three lines: 
TOV | TOVTA | ITPON | -o- 
+Lopayic Μιχαὴλ τοῦ τοῦ Γαγγρῶν 


The definite article ὁ τοῦ defines Michael as a nephew of the metropolitan of Gangra 
in Paphlagonia. Who was this metropolitan? Why should his nephew make himself known 
through him? These remain open questions. On this metropolitan bishopric, see Laurent, 
Corpus, V,1, p.318; McGeer-Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 4, 48-49. 

[tis an interesting coincidence that at an earlier period (VII-VIII c.) a certain Constantine 
made himself known as the son of John priest of Gangra, see McGeer-Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, 4, no. 17.3. 

The present seal dates generally from the XIIth c, from which time John metropolitan 
of Gangra present at the patriarchal synod in 1166 is known (see Laurent, Corpus, V, 2, no. 
1594; McGeer-Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 4, no. 17.1). 


13. Γάνος 
1705. Θεοδώρητος πρῶτος τοῦ Γάνου (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14859. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 
mm, W. 16.36 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 358. 
Parallels : Further two specimens are known struck in the same boulloterion: Vienna (MK,no. 64) see 
Mordtmann, EPAS, XIII, 1878, 92-93; Schlumberger, Sig., p.118 and 409; Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 
1230. Zacos, Seals, II, no. 744. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (τ. hand) and holding a long cross (I. hand). Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-IC)-O || Π-ΑΡ.. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ΚΕΒ᾽ΘΊ..ΟΔΩΘΡΗ | .A'T8OP'|. STANS |- - 
[-]Κ(ύρυε β(οή)θ(ει) [Θε]οδωρή[τ(ῳ) (καὐ] (πρώτῳ) τοῦ óp(ovc) [τ]οῦ Γάνου 


Due to the poor state of preservation of the Vienna specimen, its publishers accept 
that it refers to Θεοδωρ(ῳ) ἡγ(ουμένφῳ) (καὐ] (πρώτῳ) τοῦ ὄρίους) tod Γάνου. The 
superbly-preserved specimen from the Zacos collection corroborates with certainty the 
reading proposed above. 

The monastic center of Ganos 1s situated north of the Propontis and is attested from 
the tenth to the fourteenth century. It was composed of several monasteries and, like Mount 
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Athos, was administrated by a protos attested as early as the eleventh century (see Laurent, 
Corpus, V.2, p. 152; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, p. 133). 


14. Δαφνί 
1706. Ἡ Θεοτόκος ὁ Δαφνί (XI-XII c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-15 (14.5) 4 mm. D. 4.7 g. Despite its 
small size, the core is well formed and the seal is almost complete, and the lines of the text are underlined, 
something rarely encountered in practice. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.21.1. 

Parallels: Other five specimens from the same boulloterion are kept in Vienna, no. 93; Athens, nos. 183 
and 133a; Dumbarton Oaks (DO. 58.106. 5216 and 55.1.5056). See: Laurent, Corpus, V, 2, no. 1244; 
Nebitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no.ll.l. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ before her. On either side titles: 
M || ©. Border of dots: 
Rev. Inscription of three lines, a cross above and a decoration below: 

-+-| HOKOC | TOAA | ONIN l 


+ H Θ(εοτό)κος τὸ Δαφνίν 


It would be interesting to learn to whom the correspondence from the Daphni monastery 
and church was sent in northeastern Bulgaria at the time. 


15. Δεβελτός 
1707-1708. Κωνσταντῖνος ἐπίσκοπος Δεβελτοῦ (X-XI c.) 


1707. RHM-Shumen, πο. 14894. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. 
D. 16-18 (18) 3 mm. W. 6.10 g. Incomplete specimen in a good state of preservation. The blank was 
smaller than the diameter of the dies. 

Ed. Wopnanos, Jlesesrr [Addenda], c. 235; Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 359. 


1708. RHM-Shumen, no. 15141. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 137. Find-spot: 
Melnitsa, Elkhovo region. D. 16-18 (18) 3.1 mm. W. 6.04 g. Incomplete imprint in a poor state of 
preservation. The blank was smaller than the diameter of the dies. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 360. 

The Two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the collection of the museum 
in Istanbul, no. 429, See Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 723. Our specimens are better preserved and allow 
for a more secure reading of the text. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines. 
K€R'O'|. (0COAS'| . (NCTA | .TINO 
KCR'O'|. (COAS'| . CONCT . |. TIN. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines. 
-+ -| IHC |.. HOAC |.. ATS 
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|.. HC | .OIIOA .|. CAT. 
+ Κ(ύρυε B(on)8(e) [τ]ῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) [Κ]ωνστα[ν]τίνῳ [ἐ]πησ[κ]όπο 
Δε[β]ελτοῦ 


16. Δρίστρας 
1709-1710. Λέοντιος μοναχός καὶ ἐπίσκοπος Δρίστρας (50s of the XI century) 


1709. RHM-Silistra, no.83. Found in 1988 during excavations of the medieval Dristra in the successive 
buildings along the northern fortress wall. At depth 14.19 m and at 1.85 m east of building 7. D. 29-31.2 
(27) 2.1 mm. The engraving of the dies is of high quality. The imprint itself is very successful and the 
relief is clear and high. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Apxuepen na Πρνοτηρ, 163-168; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 23.9a. 


1710, Private collection. A cast of it was sent to me by my colleague K. Veikov from Nova Zagora. The original 
was discovered in the vicinity of the village of Boyadzhik, region of Yambol. D.28-30 (27) 3 mm. W. 
21.06 g. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no.23.9b 
Both specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin facing, holding Christ in l. arm. Sigla : MP ll OV. Circular inscription 
along border of dots: +OKEROHO’TWCWAB8A’ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines preceded and followed by an ornament: 
-X- | +AEQN | ΤΙΘΑΧ᾽5 | €IIICKOIT | AP.CTP' |. 
+O(c0td)Ke βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλί(ῳ) Λεωντίῳ (μον)αχ(ῷ) (καὶ) ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) 
Δρῃ]στρίας) 


1711-1715. Χριστοφόρος μητροπολίτης Δρίστρας καὶ πρωτοσύγκελλος (80s of 
the XI century) 


1711. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22436. Discovered in 1984 during excavations of the Preslav 
archbishopric south of the Palace Basilica. D. 19-20 (22?) 2 mm. Thickness above the relief 4 mm. 
Unsuccessful imprint. The blank was smaller than the size of the dies, as a result the inscription remained 
outside it. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 23.108. 


1712. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 13142. Originates from Silistra. D. 19-20 (22) 3 mm. In this case 
too the imprint is incomplete. The relief of the image is worn, as well as the letters. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.10b. 


1713. RHM-Burgas. Originates from Pomorie. D. 19-22 (22) 4 mm. The imprint and especially the inscription 
is incomplete. The bulla itself is in a better condition than the former one but it 15 holed twice. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names,no. 23.10c. 


1714. RHM-Silistra. Discovered on the bank of the Danube. D. 20-21 (7) 3 mm. Poorly preserved specimen, in 


which the images and the text could hardly be identified. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 23.10d. 


1715. RHM-Shumen, no. 14858. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain 
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(Preslav). D. 21-22 (3) 2.5 mm. W. 5,02 
could hardly be identified. 

Ed. Jordanov, C. Names, no. 233.106. 
The five specimens were struck in the same boulloterion, 


Obv. Circular inscription between border of dots: 
dh Θα νο τοτε, 


b)... sss QOO... 
c) EROX.. C.. ΦΟΡΜΡΟ 
SOE A 2 


In the centre the Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding a medallion of Christ 


before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Circular inscription between a border of dots: 
a). ... PACSA’CVIKE. . . 


b). PL.. s. s sss ΕΛΛ) 
CMP IOC: Gum es ΥΓΚΕΛΛΩ 
πο... 


[+ [Ο(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Χρυστοφόρίῳφ) µ(ητ)ρο(πολίτῃ) [Δ]ρίσίτ)ρας (και) 

(πρωτο)συγκελλ(ῳ) 

[n the centre is a bust of St. Symeon who holds the Child Jesus (Κριστοφόρος) with a 
nimbus, chymation, long hair, beard and moustaches en face with his head turned to the left. 
On the right he holds the [Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes. There is a nimbus over the 
head of the latter. On both sides of the composition, vertical lines: 9-C-V || M-€Q-N. 

[t is noteworthy that the embossed image of the Virgin is high and it stands out over 
the rest. 


17.Εφέσος 
1716A. Φιλούμενος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἐφέσου(Υ Η-ΥΠΙ c.) 


Pris e collection Find-spot: uncertain (southeastern Bulgaria). D. 30-31 (26) 3.4 mm. W. 26.22 g. Complete 
and well-centered imprint, but the surface on the obverse is damaged. 
Ed. pues, H. Hosoorkpur ὀΠΟΒΟΗ teva: Ha apxueriickorr Ha Epec- Cóopuuk ce vamepuaawu om 
Veocovnapoona navunu ronpepenyua "BTM "Ca. ce. Kupur u Memooui " u ovtedpckanmou apxeodoeus, 
ΒΟΠΗΚΟ ΓΕΡΗΟΒΟ. 27-29 noemgph 20087, B. Teproso, 2009 (in press). 
Parallels. Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the coliecuon of Dr. D. 
the sodoridis. no. 63. see Wassiliou, A-K. Neue Metropoliten- und bischofssiegel aus Kleinasien und der 
Ostlichen Ägäis- SBS. 8. 2003. 114-115. no 2. 


Oh. Bust of the evangelist John with short beard and hair, blessing (r. hand) and holding a 
book (I. hand). At either side, vertical inscription: + €-@-€ || + C-O-V : Εφέσου 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
» DLA | OYMEN | OYAPXIE | HHICKOIT| OY + 
+ Φιλουμένου ἀρχιεπισκόπου 


For more information on the identification of the owner of this seal, see in the cited 
publication. 
Unfortunately, the place where this correspondence was received in the late VII and the 
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g. Poorly preserved specimen, in which the images and the text 








early VIIth c. is unknown. The specimen in Theodoridis collection probably also originates 
from Bulgaria, like most of the seals in it! 


1716. Θεοφύλακτος σύγκελος καὶ μητροπολίτης Ἐφέσου (second half of the XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-22.5 (over 22) 3 mm. Incomplete 
imprint with obliterated parts of the depiction and letters of the text. Holed at r. of the image of the Virgin. 
Many of the letters from the circular inscription remained outside the blank. — 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 249. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: 
.. || OV. Between two borders of dots circular inscription beginning at top: 
*CBIOI...... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

. OKER'O'| €OOVAA |... VNT€ |... ΜΡΟΠΟ |. HT€ .. 
[+] Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) [Θ]εοφυλά[κτῳ σ]υνγε[λῳ (καὶ)] μ(ητ)ροπο[λ]ήτ(η) 
Ἐ[φέσ(ου)] 


The incomplete and poorly preserved imprint renders the reading uncertain. There is 
no illustration of the cited parallel so it is difficult to be absolutely certain. The see is also 
uncertain. After the first letter E the second is blurred but it will be hard to identify it with 
®. The third also looks like €. 


18. Εὐθυμίου τοῦ Μεγάλου 
1717. Τῆς λαύρας τοῦ ἁγίου Εὐθυμίου τοῦ Μεγάλου (XII c.) 


National Historical Museum, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-25 (21) ? mm. Good imprint and well- 
preserved bulla. 
Ed. Banescu, O Colectie, no. 7.; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 29.1. 
Parallels: Two other specimens, printed with the same boulloterion, are kept in the collection of IFEB, 
no. 1183 (see Schlumberger, Monuments byzantins, p. 568, no. 18; Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1581.) 
and Zacos (Seals, II, no. 462) 


Obv. Bust of St. Euthymios with a long beard; wears a chymation and holds a cross in r. 
hand. Vertical inscription in two columns:@- Εν-ΘΝ || M-I-OC. 
Rev. Metrical inscription of four lines: 


+| CDPATIC | TOVMETA | AOVEVOV | MIOV 
+ Σφραγὶς τοῦ Μεγάλου Εὐθυμίου 


19. Εὐχαΐτα 
1718. Φιλόθεως σύγκελλος καὶ μητροπολίτης Εὐχαΐτων (70s of the Xth century) 


RHM-Silistra, no 9. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 17-18 (17) 1.5 mm. Once it was a good and complete imprint but 
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later it was cut around the periphery and the ensuing form is more rhombus-like than circular. The images 
are not damaged. 

Ed: Mopaanos, M. Πειατ na @unoreii, cHHKe4 n ΜΗΤΡΟΙΠΟΙΗΤ Ha Exxanra, pekKOBOAHMTeU Hà 
AHtUtOMaTHUeckH MHcHH B ΒΊΗΙΤΑΡΗΗ.- /7puuocu ke Ovaeapckama apxeonoeus, l, C.,1992,120-25; 
Jordanov, G. Names, no. 30.1. 

Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 4, 16.7. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore the Tyron holding a martyr's cross in front of his chest. Vertical 
inscription on either side: 9 || O-C-O-A' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines followed by a decoration : 
+DIA. | OC MHT.. | HOACT€V. | ATONSC. | KEA. | 
ΣΦιλ[ό]θε(ως) μητ[ρο]πολεί(της) Εὐ[χ]αΐτον καὶ σ[ύ]κελ[ο(ς)] 


20.Θεοβουλεία 


1719-1720. Νικόλαος ἐπίσκοπος Θεοβουλεία (second half of the IX" century) 


1719. Archaeological Museum, Pliska, no. 323. Discovered on 12^ May 1974 during regular archeological 
excavations of Great Basilica site in Pliska, northern sector, sq. 124, depth 0,60 m. D. 25-26 (227) 2 
mm. The blank is thin. The imprint is well centred but still rather shallow and unclear. The reverse and 
obverse of the dies are identical, as is the case with coins. The surface of the bulla is poreous and slightly 
destroyed by corrosion. 

Ed. Vopaauos, Kopnyc, Ne 149; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 32.18. 


1720. Private collection. According to my colleague V. Yotov another copy, probably imprinted with the same 
die, was offered for purchase to the Historical Museum in Dobrich, but after disagreement about the price 
it was returned to its owner. I have unproven evidence that it was discovered in the region of Shumen. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 150; Jordanov, C. Names, no. 32.1b. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding the book of Gospel (l. hand). 
Circular inscription along the border of dots: + AP NIKOA’ B' T'AO. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines. In the field above and below, tendril ornaments: 
NIKOAAQ | CTIICKOTIO) | ΘΕΟΒΟΥ | ACIAC 
+ “Ay(te) Νικώλίαιε) β(οήθει) τ(ῷ σῷ ) δο(ύλῳ) Νικόλαῳ ἐπισκόπῳ 
Θεοβουλείας 


21.Θετταλῶν 


1721. Λέων Ἰταλιώτης θύτης Θετταλῶν (ΧΗ century) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15107. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 103. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 22-26 (23) 4 mm. W. 10.14 g. Incomplete imprint with indistinct letters which renders 
the reading difficult. 

Ed.Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 362. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The lower half of a standing figure holding a scepter in the r. hand. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.. TAAL... |. OONTATONO .|.. NM€OCT .|. AWNCKE | ποιο 
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[+ Ἰταλι[ώτ(ης) Λέ]οντα τὸν θ[ύτη]ν µε Θετ[τα]λῶν σκέποις 


Of course, the proposed reading is only one variant. A metropolitan of Thessalonike by 
this name 1s unknown. 


22.’ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 


1722-1724. Στέφανος μητροπολίτης Ἰωαννουπόλεως (the 70s of the X century) 


1722. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no.17252. Find-spot: strategia of Preslav. D. 20.5-23 (21) 2.1 mm. W. 
5.70 g. Good imprint on a thin blank which is still incomplete. Some letters are missing. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Πρέσπαθ, Ne 389; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 38.4a 


1723. RHM-Shumen, no. 1212/b. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 12-23 (21) 2 mm. W. 2.23 g. Half of a previously good 
imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Ππμεκα, Ne 30; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 38.4b 


1724. Archaeological Museum, Preslav. Found during excavations of the Palace Church site in square 52/53, 
on the boundary between the two squares, to the north of the tiled path, at a depth of 0.10 m, that is almost 
on the surface. The specimen is in a good state of preservation. D. of the blank 23.5-28.5 mm and of the 
seal 23 mm and thickness 4 mm. The imprint itself was complete and well-centered, but what 15 more 
interesting is that it was struck over another bulla of which certain letters are visible. 

The image on the obverse of the understrike cannot be determined since no traces are visible. Obviously it 
is completely covered by the overstrike. However there are preserved letters of three lines on the reverse. 
The matrix was larger in diameter since the letters begin outside the field of the overstrike and end in its 
other end. It was made slantingly and the following letters can be read from it: 

-— iKOC... . HINT......|€N..... 

Unpublished. 

The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. In the field between the 
arms a cross 1s engraved. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
+KEROH OGC€IT(O)CO)AO.. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
A +CTE | PDAN’OEO® | A€ECT'TMH | TPOITA'IQ) | ANSIIOA | . OC 
BSECTR-TOAN'. ο ο πα sited |.PO.... ο. 
C +CTE | ΦΑΝ ΕΟΦ | A€CT'T'MH | TPOIPA'IQ | ANSIIOA |. OC 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δοηύλ(φ)ῆ Στεφάν(ῳ) θεοφ(ι)λεστ(ά)τ(φ) 
μητροπ(ο)λ(ίτη) Ἰωανουπόληεήως 


23. Κουτζιάγρων 


1725. Στυλιανός ἐπίσκοπος Κουτζιάγρων (early X" century) 


Private collection. Unknown origin. D. 24-24 mm. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 42.1 
No known parallels. 








Ohv. St. Michael represented as a soldier en face. Circular inscription along border of dots: 
-MIX .... ZL..TOCOASAQ) 1 

Κον Inscription of five lines: | 
"CIV ΙΛΙΑΝΩΕ | HICKoIT| KOVTZI | ATPOV | 
* Mix[omn τα]ζι[ζάρχα] τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Στυλιανῷ ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Κουτζιάγρων 





24. Κυρικῶν 


1726-1727. Λέων μαΐστωρ τῆς σχολὴ τῶν κηρύκων (XI" century) 


1726. RHM-Pernik, no. 1618. Found in the stronghold near the present-day town of Pernik. D. 19-21 (15) 3.5 

mm. A well-centered copy although parts of the die are missing. 

Ed. FOpykona, Fepank, Hl, 128-129; Laurent, Corpus, Yl, no. 1182; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 43.1a. 
1727, RHM-Shumen, no. 14662. Found by a treasure-hunter with a metal detector in the stronghold near Dobri 
dol. D. 17-17 (13) 3 mm. Weak imprint, poorly preserved, broken in two parts and glued together by its 
finder. | 
Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 13: Jordanov, G. Names, no. 43.1b. 

The two lead seals were struck in different boulleteria or with a different pair of dies. | 
No parallels known. l l 


1726) 
Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

+| ACONMI | TOPTHC | CXOAH|C 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

TON |KHPV | KWON 

Λέων μίτωρ τῆς σχολῆς τῶν κηρύκων 


| 
1 
j 
| 


1727) 
Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
AEW. |MA.| TOP} THC | 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
+ | CXOAHC |T. . KHPI | ΚΩΝ 
Λέω[ν] μα[]τωρ τῆς σχολῆς τ[ῶν] κηρύκων 


25. Κωνστάντειας 


1728-1729. N., πρόεδρος Κωνστάντειας (XI"-XII" century) 


1728. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 30442. Before that it was owned by D. Dimitrov from Pernik. It 
was found in the Asara locality near the town of Simeonovgrad where the ancient Constantia is located 
D. 19.19 (15) 2.5 mm. Good imprint and well-preserved specimen. | 
Ed. Jordanov, C. Names, no. 44.1. 


1729, Private collection (W. Seibt from Vienna, no. 416, from Gorny & Mosch, Sale 156, 6.3.2007, no. 2341. 
Find-spot: uncertain (Southern Bulgaria). D. 20-20 mm. Complete and well-preserved δι. 
Ed. Seibt, Byzantine sigillography and Bulgaria, fig. 2 
Both seals are from one and the same matrix. 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in her 1. arm. Sigla: M || Θ. 

Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines, with a cross at the top: 
*|KONTA .| TEACTIP. | CAPONIIAP | ΘΕΝΕΦΡ | PEI 
+ | KQNTAN | TCIACIIPO | CAPONIIAP | ΘΕΝΕΦΡΕ | PCI 
Κωνσταντείας προέδρον Παρθένε φρουρεῖ 


Το supplement the previous publication I can add Seib’s ascertainment that perhaps this 
seal was used during the absence of the bishop or even during a vacancy of the episcopal see 
of Konstanteia. 


1730. Μεθόδιος ἐπίσκοπος Κωνστάντειας (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (W. Seibt from Vienna, no. 415, from Gorny & Mosch, Sale 156, 6.3.2007, πο. 2540. 
Find-spot: uncertain (Southern Bulgaria). Well-centered and complete imprint, covered with lead oxide, 
especially the reverse. 

Ed. Seibt, Byzantine sigillography and Bulgaria, fig. 3 
No known parallels. 


Obv. Bust of a saint bishop (St Methodius). The face shows an old man, an ascetic type, with 
a round beard in strands, and probably big ears (or strands of the hairdressing?); the 
gesture of the hands is not clear — perhaps he was holding the gospel with both hands 
(the relief is pressed in this part of the field). Inscription in two columns: 9-MC€ || ©- 
O-A’ Circular inscription along border of dots: +KEROH -Θ...ΟΔ.. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ἜΜΕΘΟ | ΔΗΘΕΠ | . CKOIT |. ONCT | ANTI 
+ Κ(ώρυε βοήθ[ει τῷ] σ(ῷ) δ[ούλῳ] Μεθοδήῳ &n[1]okón(o) 
[Κ]ωνστάντ(ε}ι(ας) 


Methodius is the first sigillographically documented bishop of this city, as the other 
type is anonymous. 


26. Μαγνησίας. 


It is assumed that it concerns Magnesia on the Maeander and was found in the ruins of 
Teke to the north of Kemer in modern Turkey. The representation of St. Kodratos on our seal 
too attests that he must have been one of the bishops of Magnesia. For more information on 
it, see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 189. 


1730A. Βασίλειος ἐπίσκοπος Μαγνησίας (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad [I 2009]). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 25-26 (24) 4 mm. W. 11.00 g. 
Complete imprint in a good state of preservation despite some damages. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of St. Kodratos with short hair and beard wearing himation and holding a globe 
surmounted with a cross (r. hand) and a model church or a casket with relics. (1. hand). 
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At either side, vertical inscription: 9-KO-A ||. - T-O-C 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. 
-KER'O'| TOCOAS'|RACIAIO | CIIICKOIT| MATN'C |-A— 
: Κύρο β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ 8000.0) Βασιλίῳ ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Mayv(n)o(t)a(c) 





[wo others specimens of the same bishop struck in the same boulloterion were offered 
at the auction Gorny & Mosch, no. 156, 5 March 2007. Lot number: 2535 and no.160, 9 
October 2007. Lot number 2842. 


Obv. lnscription of five lines. 
-KERO | HOCITO) | COOABAQ | RACI ..| (9 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. 
...| €HIC | KONO | MATNI | CIAC 
-Κ(ύρυε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Βασιλίῳ ἐπισκόπῳ Μαγνισίας 


27. ΝΜεσημβρίας 
1731-1735. Ἑλλαρίων ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας (XI century) 


His name is inscribed on five seals imprinted with the same boulloterion which originate from the Strategia of 
Preslav. The last one is unpublished and is privately owned. 
Ff Mopitanos, IIpecaae, Ne 390-393; Jordanov., G. Names, no. 47.7. 
vo parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 110). In the quarter: TW-C@ || A8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
IAAPI | CONAPX | CITICK II | MECHR | PIA 
“Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰλλαρίων ἀρχεπισκ(ό)π(ῳ) Μεση(μ)βρία(ς) 


1736. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας (XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-25 (20) 3.1 mm, W. 8.3 g. It was once 
à good imprint, now damaged. A fragment is cut from it, it is deformed probably during excavation with 
a metal deteetor and an adze. 
L'npublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands open in front of her chest. Sigla: at 1. M-P. A triangular 
element is engraved above it. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
oN | NTE [...APX'€ | ITCK'MECH | ΜΕΡΙΑ | - C - 
[*Kol]v[oza]vz(tvo) ἐ[λ(α)χ()σίτῳ)] ἀρχ(ι)επ(ι)σκ(όπῳ) Μεσημβρίας 


The name of Constantine archbishop of Mesembria is reported on a session ofthe synod 
In 1030 (see Ficker, Erlase, S. 20.20 ). It is possible that it applies to the same person. 
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1737. Μιχαὴλ. ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας (second half of the XI" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Pomorie, no. 25. Orginates from the same city. D. 16-18 (over 18) 2 mm. Good 
imprint but the periphery of the bulla seems to have been cut or the blank was formed in advance but it 1s 
evident that the entire dies did not cover it. Reading the text is most difficult in the third line. The name 
or the beginning of the name of the titular and his office should be written there. The suggestion which I 
made: . 1 = [M]ix(ana) seems acceptable. 

Ed.Vopnanos, Auxuano, Ne 17; Jordanov, G. Names, no. 47.8. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+OKER’O’ | TOCOAS' | 'APCIII | CKOTIOME | .HMRPI|.C 
+@(eotd)Ke β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) [M]ux(amA) ἀρίχιλεπισκόπο 
Μεσημβρί[α]ς 


28. Μύρων 


Metropolitan of Myra (ruins closed to Demre and Kóycik) was famous for the relics of 
St. Nicholas; it was also a major metropolis mentioned in all notitae and whose metropolitans 
attended the major councils and the patriarchal synonod from the Ivth century onward, see 
Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 370; DOS, Π. P. 173. 


1737Α. Φίλιππος ποιμενάρχος Μύρων (XI c.) 


Private collection V. Stankov from Batak, no. 253. Find-spot: the village of Topolovo, Asenovgrad municipality. 
D. 22-23 (14-15) 4 mm, W.9.11 g. Well-centered and complete imprint. Some letters on the reverse are 
indistinct and effaced which renders the reading difficult. 

Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
©-N-I || K-O-AA’ 

Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
COPATI | ΦΙΛΙΠ | IIOIMENAP | X8MVP | ON 
Σφραγ(ὶς) Φίλιππου ποιμενάρχου Μύρων 


A metropolitan of Myra by this name is unknown from the sources. Similar to the other 
known titulars he obligatorily placed the image of St Nicholas on the obverse. The following 
question arises: to whom in present-day Topolovo, Asenovgrad region, did this prelate of 


Myra write? For the meaning of the term ποιμενάρχος with which some metropolitans 
called themselves, see Laurent, Corpus, V.1,X XXL. 


29. Νέων Πατρῶν 


1738. Κοσμᾶς μητροπολήτης Νέων Πατρῶν (XI century) 
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RHM-Shumen, πο. 14849. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: the region of the 
medieval fortress near the town of Provadia. D. 19-19 (17) 4 mm, W. 7.96 g. A well centered and well 
preserved imprint. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 53a.1. 
Parallels : Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 759. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

- KOC | MACMPO| ΠΟΛΗ͂ΝΕ | IIPOON 

+ Κοσμᾶς µ(ητ)ροπολή(της) Né(ov) Π(ατ)ρῶν 


30. Νικοπόλων 


1739. Λέων ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Νικοπόλεως (IX" century) 


Unknown place of preservation. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 (23) 2.5 mm. Good but unclear imprint. 
Ed. Myuimos, Ileuaru, Ne 31; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 670; Jordanov, G. Names, no.54.1. 
Parallels. Other specimens imprinted with the same couple of dies are kept in: DO. 47. 2. 118; Dalleggio 
(Athens); Diamanti (Vienna) and the National Museum of Hungary (about them see Laurent, Corpus, 
V.1, no. 670; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no. 2.12). 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5). In the quarters: TW-CQ || A8-AQ). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ AEONT | APXICIIIC | K'NIKOIIOA |. NAMHN 
*O(£o16)ke βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λέοντ(ι) ἀρχιεπισκ(όπῳ) Νικοπόλ[ω]ν ἁμήν 





31.Νίσος 
1740. Συμεὼν ἐπίσκοπος Nicos (XI" century) 


RHM-Vidin, no. 1526. Find-spot: Vidin. D. 15-16.5 (15)2.9 mm. Incomplete imprint. All letters are not present 
on the blank. The bulla is also partly damaged. 
Ed. Jordanov., C. Names, no. 55.2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Prokopios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (I. hand). Vertical inscription: 
-ΠΡ-Ο || .-IT'. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
Κ.Ε’ | CVMEON | ΕΠΙΟΚΩ | ITNIC 
[+] Κ(ώρυ)ε] β(οή)[θ(ευ] Συμεὸν &moxoz(o) Νίσ(ου) 


32. Παπικίος 


1741. Ν., πρῶτος τοῦ Παπικίου (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15155. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 151. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 13-15 (13) 4.5 mm. W. 4.04 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. The 
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blank seems to have a lozenge shape and the imprint moved. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 365. 
Parallels : Laurent, Corpus, V, no. 1237, struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. The Virgin standing holding Christ in 1. arm. Sigla: ΜΡ... 
Κεν. Inscription of five lines: 
OK. | ΟΗΘΕΙ͂ | .OIIPOT'| TSIIAIHI |KIOV 
[-]Θ(εοτό)κ[ε β]οήθει [τ]ο πρότ(ῳ) τοῦ Παπικίου 


Itis impossible to say on what occasion the confraternity of the monastery in the Papikion 
mountain wrote to an unknown addressee in the fortress near the village of Melnitsa. 


33. Προύσης 


Proussa (modern Bursa at the foot of Mount Olympus in Bithynia) a suffragant of 
Nikomedia was represented at the Counsil of Nicaea in 325 and is mentioned in all notitiae 
until the XIIth century. 


1742. Κοσμᾶς ἐπίσκοπος Προύσης (XI century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 278. Found during excavations in Pliska in 2005. Palace square, sector 
northwest, square 2, depth 0.40 m, filed no. 16, 09. 08. 2005. D. 21-21 (21) 3 mm, W. 6.36 g. Good 
imprint. The first letters of almost all lines are missing. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 383; DOS, 3, πο. 67.2. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines, a decoration below. 
ΘΚΕ | .OHOI | . WCW | A8A’-.- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines, a decoration below. 
KOCMA | .IIICKO |. WTIP8 | CHC | -.- 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε [B]onO(e) [τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Κοσμᾶ [ἐ]πισκό[π]ῳ Προύσης 


The question arises to whom in Pliska and on what occasion the bishop of Prusa sent 
his correspondence. 


34. Ῥωσίας 


1742A. Κωνσταντῖνος πρόεδρος Ῥωσίας (1156-1159) 


RHM, Shumen, no. 15162. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak. Find-spot: Melnitsa. D. 27.5-29 
(26) 3.5 mm, W. 15.48 g. The specimen was once a complete good imprint, but now it is in a poor state 
of preservation, chipped along the circumference and cracked along the channel. 

Ed. Jordanov, L. [Ieuar na Koncragarun Mutponomut ga Pycua (XII p.).- Eeponaweorcóy cpeonoeekoeuemo 
u coepemennocma. IO6uneen cóopuuk e uecm na npod. oun. Paóocnae Muwies, Bennko Tepuono, 2009, 
319-327. 

Parallels: The collection of the Benaki Museum in Athens contains another specimen struck in the 
same boulloterion. The whole text can be restored on the basis of comparison with our specimen. We 
encountered an enigma in the process of comparison. According to Father Laurent's description, the 
Virgin is represented on the obverse seated on a low-backed throne. (Laurent, Corpus V. 1, p. 606, no. 
789). However, a bust representation is seen in the illustration, which seen from a distance resembles 
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that of the Virgin, but a more careful look would ascertain that it is a beardless saint most probably St. 
Stephen (Laurent, Corpus, V.1, Pl. 107). Probably the unclear photo has given grounds to V. L. Yanin to 
postulate in his work that the obverse contains “ rioacuoe Η3ΟΘΡΒΧ«ΕΗΜΕ Boromatepn” (Auuu, Axmoepie 
neuamu, c. 49, Ne 49). I find it difficult to explain this discrepancy. Perhaps there was a technical error in 
the publication of Laurent's Corpus and the seal of Constantine proedros of Russia was related with the 
obverse of another seal. Victoria Bulgakova has encountered the same riddle in her work with the seals 
of the metropolitans of Kiev (Bulgakova, S. 265). She has investigated how was it that the image of St. 
Stephen appeared instead of that of the Virgin seated on throne. In her opinion, St. Stephen is from seal 
no. 199 of Laurent's Corpus belonging to John kouboukleisios and imperial cleric (Laurent V. Corpus, 
V.1, no. 199). Gorny ὅς Mosch Auction 160, 9 October 2007. Lot number: 2843. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding a medallion before her breast. Sigla: 
MP || GV : Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ CPA | 'ICIIPOCAPS | POCIAKON | VANTINS | -.- 
+ Σφραγὶς προέδρου Ῥωσίας Κωνσταντίνου 


Who was this Constantine proedros of Russia and how did his seal happen to be in the 
fortress near the village of Melnitsa? In the following lines I will try to find the answers to 
these two questions. . 

Another group of seals is known bearing the name of Constantine metropolitan of 
Russia. 

They contained the image of the Virgin seated on throne on the obverse, as on our 
specimen, but the inscription of the reverse is different: 

+ Κωνσταντῖνος ἐλέῳ Θεοῦ μητροπολίτης πάσης Ῥωσίας 

He is attested by three specimens. One in the collection of the museum in Lvov 
(Swiencicky, Lwow, 434-444) and further two in the collection of the Hermitage: the one 
is a lead seal (Laurent V. Corpus, V.1, 606-607) and the other is struck on a gold plate 
(Γγργπεβὰ B.B. Bropoe oó6pereuue mamatunKa (XpucoByi pyckckoro ΜΗΤροποπητα XII 
8.).- Ciparncruka 4 ucropus ΚΥΠΡΤΥΡΕΙ, Cagkr Πετερθγρτ, 2004, 121-129. 

Two metropolitans of Russia in the XIIth c. named Constantine are attested in narrative 
sources. [he one occupied the see in 1156 and died in 1159. The other was metropolitan 
trom 1167 and his name was mentioned until 1174. The previous investigators shared the 
opinion that the first group of seals, to which our specimen also belongs, has to be associated 
with Constantine I, while the second one with Constantine II (1167-1174 see JIuxauesB, 
Marepua:tbr. c.5-6, 9-11). 

As regards the person of Constantine, his name was first attested in the proceedings of 
a session of the Synod of the Patriarchate of Constantinople on 26^ January 1156 chaired 
by the Patriarch (Loukas!). The question of Christ's sacrifice in view of Christ's passions 
and in liturgical aspect was discussed at this synod. The metropolitan of Russia, who was 
going to depart for his bishopric, shared his opinion on this question and demanded that the 
other hierarchs should also share theirs and that the synod should enact a decision which 

would settle the aroused dogmatic doubt. The opinion of the Metropolitan of Russia was that 
Christ's sacrifice was not given only to the Father, but also to the Word itself and the Holy 
Spirit since the Holy Trinity was indivisible. Other bishops also shared their opinions and 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem as well. Then the two schismatics were questioned. Protoedictos 
Michael, perhaps the nephew of the metropolitan of Thessalonike (ὁ τοῦ Θεσσαλονίκης), 
declared that he had previous doubts but now fully accepted the opinion of the synod. The 
metropolitan of Dyrrachion Eustathios, who submitted his written opinion, admitted his 
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doubts and wished to be enlightened on the question. Finally, led by sacred zeal, the bishops 
signed an anathema to all who had different views and persevered in their heresy, but the 
penitents were accepted and pardoned according to the canons and traditions of the Fathers. 
The proceedings were signed and sealed by the chartophylax John Pantechnes (Grumenl, 
Regestes, no. 1038). l O 

The name of Constantine metropolitan of Russia should be mentioned again in the 
register of the Patriarchate in the late January or February 1156. It is in regards ofa patriarchal 
letter ascertaining the legitimacy of Constantine as metropolitan of Kiev and Russia. In the 
same letter it was ordered that Clement was banished from the metropolitan see, all who 
had nominated and supported him were put to anathema (or excommunication — the Slavic 
word for it is HeO2azocnoeenua) and those who Clement had promoted and ordained were 
defrocked. l 

Unfortunately, the text of the letter was lost. It can be restored on the basis of the 
unreliable text of the Goustin chronicle (Grumenl, Regestes, no. 1140). 

The initiative for the choice and arrival of Constantine was due to Prince Yuri Dolgoruki. 
Three bishops arrived for the meeting of the metropolitan in Kiev: Neophitos of Novgorod, 
Kosmas of Polotsk and Manuel of Smolensk. Meanwhile Neophitos died before the arrival 
of Constantine and the divine service was conducted in Hagia Sofia by the two bishops and 
the metropolitan. Yuri received benediction in the church. When he occupied the see in Kiev, 
Constantine began with the appointment of new bishops and the banishment of Clement's 
followers. In 1157 he appointed the Greek Kosmas as bishop in Galich and Basil, whose 
nationality is unknown, in Pereyaslav, and in 1159 Antony, a Greek again, in Chernigov. 
Arkadios, who the Novgorod citizens had elected in 1156, was approved on his chair in 
Novgorod in 1158. Prince Yuri Dolgoruki died on 153 May 1158 and was buried in St. Spas 
monastery in Berestov without the relevant honours due to the opposition against him in the 
Kievan society. | - 

After Yuri’s death, Iziaslav Davidovich, the former Chernigov prince, settled in Kiev. 
However, his stay there was short since in the late 1158 he was driven away from Kiev. His 
church policy must have been very similar to that of Yuri since metropolitan Constantine 
remained in Kiev and continued distributing bishop positions: Arkadios in Novgorod, Leo 
in Rostov, etc. l 

After Iziaslav was driven away, Yaroslav and Mstislav entered Kiev. Metropolitan 
Constantine probably afraid of the revenge of Mstislav for the curse on his father by the synod 
of 1156 fled to Chernigov where the Greek Antony was bishop. It was precisely here that he 
got ill and soon died (around Easter 1159) and his will specified that his dead body be given 
to the dogs. This unusual wish soon provoked a pious legend of miracles accompanying the 
execution of the death will of the metropolitan (Πρπεεπκοβ, M. /I. Ovepxu no yepxkoeno- 
nonumuyeckou ucmopuu Kueeckoii Pycu X-XII ee. Cauxt [etrep6ypr, 2003, 213-216; anos 
IO. H., Jocyoapcmeo u yepxoev /[peeneüi Pycu 10-13 66. Mocxea, 1989, c. 197.14). 


35. Σεβαστείας 


1743. Θεόδοτος μητροπολίτης Σεβαστείας (ΧΙ) century) 


Unknown place of preservation. Find-post: uncertain. D. 23-24(22)3 mm. Incomplete and unclear imprint. 
Ed. ΜΥΙΗΜΟΒ, [leuatu, Ne 33; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 412; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 69.1. 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in her left arm. Sigla: MP || .. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: n 
+ OKER | TOCOAS'| OCOAOT' | MPOITOA' | CERAC | TIAC 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οήϑει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Θεοδότ(ῳ) μ(ητ)ροπολ(ίτη) 
Σεβαστ(ε)ίας 


36. Σεβάστις 


1744. Λέοντι Σεβάστις (XI" century) 


Private collection. | have examined it in the RHM-Burgas thanks to the courtesy of my colleague I. Karayotov. 
Find-spot the stronghold near the village of Melnitsa. Diam. 16-17(14) mm. Complete and well-preserved 
specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 70.1 
No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand), both resting on 
.the ground. Vertical inscription: 9-A-H [.-Η-Τ-Ρ’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
*K€R'O'| ACONTI | THCERA | CTHC 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε β(οήγϑ(ει) Λέοντι τῆ(ς) Σεβάστης 


37. Σεβεριάδος 
1745-1747. Γρηγόριος ἐπίσκοπος Σεβεριάδος (X"-XI" centuries) 


1745. RHM-Silistra, no. 38. Originates from the same city. D. 24-24.5 (19) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The 
form of the blank was triangular. The bulla itself has a poorly preserved surface and is cut with a sharp 
object, 

Ed. Hopaanos, Cunucrtpa, Il, Ne 4; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 71.1a. 


1746. Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 18967. D. 30-30 (20?) 4 mm. 
Ed. Wopitanos, IIpecnae, Ne 394; Jordanov, G. Names, πο. 71.12. 


1747. In my previous publication I used a plaster cast preserved in the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov. A 
note on the reverse informs that the original was in Dr. V. Haralanov's collection from Shumen and that 
he bought it in Silistra. Currently in the Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 148. D. 26-27 (20?) 6 mm. 
W. 27.53 g. The imprint is on a large thick blank. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 71.1c. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Gregory dressed as a bishop, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Along border of dots, circular inscription: FATTIC.....PICROH... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
*DPHI | OP'CIIICK | OIPCEVE P | IAAOC 
* Ave [Γρηγό]ριε βοή[θει] Γρηγορ(ίῳ) ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Σεβεριάδος 
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38. Léppar 


1748. Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης Σερρῶν (X" century) 


Historical Museum, Radnevo. It was unearthed in the “Lozyata” area north of the “Gradishteto” fortress near 
the village of Polski Gradets, region of Nova Zagora. D.18-24 mm. About half of a previously good 
imprint. This makes the reading difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 72.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of a military saint, holding a spear (r. hand). Remains of a vertical inscription: 
:9-8€-O |] ..... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
„NMH | ..OTIOA |... CCE |* . (ON * 
[Κω]ν(σταντῖνος) μη[τρ]οπολ[ίτης] Σε[ρ]ῶν 


39. Σοφρώνης τοῦ Ξυλιυίτου 


1749. Μονη Σοφρώνης τοῦ Ἐνλιυίτου πατρίκιος (X c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna, no. 109). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 21-22 (21) 3 mm. W. 7.2 g. Well- 
centered imprint in a relatively good state of preservation. The first letters of the first four lines remained 
outside the blank. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the collection Fogg, A.M., 
no. 3641, see Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1280; DOS, 5, no. 88.1. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on steps with fleurons arising from base up to second transverse bar. 
Traces of circular inscription: + ΘΕΟΤΟΚΕΙΒΟΗΘΕΙ. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
. MONH | ΤΩΟΝΟΟΦ |. ONHCTIAT |. HKCIONT | ΘΝΞΥΛΗ | NHTON 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει. Movn[c] τῶν Σοφ[ρ]ώνης πατρικείων τῶν Ξυληνητῶν 


The original publisher of the specimen from Fogg A.M. deciphered the last two lines 
on the reverse as τῶν καλλνίκων. The publishers of DOS do not accept this reading but do 
not propose anything else. τῶν Ξυληνητῶν is certainly inscribed on our specimen. 

According to V. Laurent (Corpus, V.2, p. 198) this monastery was dedicated to 42 
officers who were taken prisoners by the Arabs during the capture of the city of Amorion on 
12^ August and who died as martyrs in 848 in Syria. The same toponym was assumed by 
the publishers of DOS. Now the definition τῶν Ξυληνητῶν leads the investigation into a 
different line. The text of our seal suggests that the monastery bears the name of the patrikios 
Sophronios Xylinites. Another monastery to a representative of this family Μονὴ Νικήτα 
τοῦ Ξυλιυίτου is known in the literature. It is accepted that the founder of the monastery 
was Niketas Xylinites who in the years of Emperor Basil I (867-886) was sent to a monastery 
due to his illegal connections with the empress. He was a treasurer of the church Hagia Sofia 
under Leo VI (886-912) (see Symeon Magistros, 133.13), after which he retired to the 
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monastery founded by him (see Janin, Eglises et monasteres, 393-394). 

The exact location and date of establishment of the Monastery of patrikios Sophronios 
Xylinites is impossible to determine. The dating of the seal is generally to the Xth c. According 
to Wassiliou, A.-K. (BZ, 100/101, 2007, S. 235, No. 88.1) it can be located in the Eastern 
Thrace in the region of Raidestos. The unusual invocation +Osotóke βοήθει inscribed 
around the cross suggests that this monastery could be dedicated to the Virgin. 


40. Σωζοπόλεος 


1750. Γερμανὸς ἐπίσκοπος Σωζοπόλεος (IX-X c.) 


RHM-Burgas, no. 77. Found during archaeological excavations of the catherdral church in Sozopol in the 
Ribarska Str, in 2003. [t was presented to me for documentation by the supervisor of the excavations 
the research associate [sonya Drazheva in Shumen on 11^ May 2004. D. 25-27 (23) 3 mm. W. 7.4 g. 
Incomplete imprint with missing fields. Corroded along the channel. 
Unpublishec! 
No parallels kaown 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion before her breast. Sigla: MP |... Remains from 
circular inscription... HOEITWCWA’ 

Rey. Inscription of four lines: 
- 2$ | P€PMA | NO€A.. | EMICK... | COZOIIOA' 
[-Θ(εοτό)κε βο]ήθει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Γερμανο ἐλ(α)[χ(ίσ)τῳ] ἐπισκ[όπῳ] 
Σοζοπόλίεος) 


A bishop of Sozopol by this name is unknown from the written sources. It is an 
important fact that it was tound in the cathedral church of the town. Perhaps it was suspended 
from a document. I have difficulty in dating the seal due to its quality. The style, depiction, 
paleography of the letters point to a dating in the [Xth c. but since it is a case of a church seal 
dating in the Xth c. 1s also possible. 


1751. N., ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Σ.......Ολιτῶν (Χ 9 century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 137. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 20-20 (20 ?) 3 mm. W. 6.57 g. Incomplete 
imprint in a poor state of preservation which renders difficult the reading of the homonym and 
toponym. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 74.2. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of indeterminate saint (St. Theodore Studites !) holding a martyr’s cross (r. 
hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ο | TOOCOQQA | OVA'AL.AC | ..APX.. | KOTMQC..| ..ΔΙΤΩΝ 
[+K(vpr)e β(οή)θίει)] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ay(E)D.]ac[to] or ᾿Αγ(ε)[λ]άσ[τῳ] 
αρχ(ιε)[πίσ]κόπῳ Σ[ωζοπ]ολιτων 
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41. Τραπεζοῦντος 


1752. Φωτεινός ἐπίσκοπος Τραπεζοῦντος (IX" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 135. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 (247) 2-3 mm. W. 15.28 g. Incomplete 
imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 75.1. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram: Θεοτόκε βοήθη. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+. (ΟΤΙΝΩΙ ΠΙΟΚΟΠΩ | TPANE | ZOV 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει [Φ]ωτ(ε)ινῷ [ε]πισκόπῳ Τραπεζοῦ(ντος) 


42. Ἐριαδίτζης 
1753. Νικήτας ἐπίσκοπος Τριαδίτζης (XI"-XII" centuries) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14699. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. Large 
blank with a diameter of 41.5-41.5 mm; W. 52.60 g. and a large swelling of the channel for the cord. 
There is a blocked or welded iron wire in the channel. About one third of the blank is broken or cut. Using 
the same boulloterion, four imprints have been struck on the blank. Two of them feature on half of it and 
two others are on the other half of the blank but in different directions. The imprints are incomplete and 
overlap. The text published below is compiled from comparisons of the four. The diameter of every single 
imprint is 18 mm. 

Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 76.1. 

Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1504; Zacos, Seals, Η, no. 661; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 
70.2a-b. Imprint from different boulloteria. The three specimens originate from Constantinople and one 
is from Jerusalem. 


Obv. St. George standing, holding a spear (r. hand), |. hand resting on a shield put on ground. 
Inscription in two columns: .-1'€-Q)-.. || ..... 

Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines above the decoration: 
TONTPIA |AHTZHCNI | KHTANMAP | TVCCKE | IIOIC 


Tóv Τριαδίτζης Νικήταν Μάρτυς σκέποις 


43. Φιλιππουπόλεως 


1754-1754A. Βασίλειος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI* century) 


1754. RHM-Yambol, no. II 4571. Discovered on the lands of Izvorovo, region of Harmanli.D. 21-22 mm. 
Well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov, G. Names, no. 77.3. 


1754A. Private collection (W. Seibt from Vienna, no. 417, from Gorny ὅς Mosch, Sale 156, 6.3.2007, no. 2547. 
Find-spot: uncertain (Southern Bulgaria). Well-centered and complete imprint (has a double strike of the 
same boulloterion) 

Ed. Seibt, Byzantine sigillography and Bulgaria, fig. 1 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, πο. 687 (from the museum of Antioch, no. 438); Zacos, Seals, II, no. 
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381; Seyrig, πο. 263: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 68.1. the latter is imprinted with the same 
boulloterion as our specimen. 


Obv. Between two borders of dots circular inscription beginning at 12 o'clock: 
+KEROHO T()COABA(QRACIACIQ. 
In the centre bust of St. Michael holding a scepter ornamented with three balls (r. hand) 
and an orb (|. hand). Traces of: M || I. 
Rev. Between two borders of dots circular inscription beginning at 12 o'clock: 
ΗΜΡΟΠΟΛΙΤΗΦΙΛΙΠΠΟΝΥΠΟΛΕΩΟ᾽ 
+K(dprje βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βασιλείῳ μ(η)τροπολίτῃ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
In the centre bust of St. John the Theologian holding a book (1. hand). Inscription in two 
columns: 9|I(0|O - ΘΙΕ-ΟΛ-Γ 


1755. Θεόγνωστος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (X"-XI" centuries) 


Private collection (Valentin Dimitrov from Haskovo). Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Klokotnitza, 
region of Haskovo. D. 21-24 (18-20) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. Parts of the dies are not imprinted, 
especially on the obverse. The bulla itself is damaged and broken along the line of the channel. All this 
makes difficult the reading of the text. | 
Ed. ΜαΜητροβ. B. MoausaoByn Ha. ΤΕΟΓΗΟΟΥ, ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΠΗΤ Ha Dununonon or X-XI s., ΗΒΜΕΡΘΗ B 
4ΕΜΠΜΙΙΕΤΟ ua c Kaokoranua, Xackoacko.-Hyuruswamuka u cdppaeucmuxa, 2,1998,90-93; Jordanov, C. 
Names, no. 77.5. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along the border circular 
inscription: .....Τ(Φ.ΦΔΟΝ.. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΘΕΟ | FNOC.. | MHTP.. | AIH. |..ΠΟΛ 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθίει)] τῷ [σ]ῷ δού[λῳ] Θεογνόσ[τῳ] μητρ[οπ(ολίτῃ)] 
[Φι]λιπ[που]πόλ(εως) 


1756. Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI c.) 


Private collection (ΑΙ. Peikov from V. Τωπιονο). According to the former owner, it was found somewhere 
in northwestern Bulgaria (in the Vidin area?). D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete and in part poorly preserved 
specimen. 

Ed. Jordanov. C. Names, no. 77.5. 
No parallels known. According to the owner of the specimen in Plovdiv, he saw another specimen, struck 
in the same boulloterion, and in superb condition. 


Obv. Two frontal busts: St. Peter at |. holding cross potent on long shaft (1. hand) and St. Paul 
at τ. holding book (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+KER. | TOCWAS | KON MPOT JAIT'OIA.| TOAEW. | - o - 
«Κ(ύρυε β(οή)[θ(εὐ] τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) μ(ητ)ροπ(ο)λίτ(ῃ) 
Φιλι[π(που)]πόλεω[ς] 
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44. Χρυσοκεφάλος 


1757-1759. Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Χρυσοκεφαλου (XI" century) 


1757. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 15037. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20-21 (17) 3 mm. A good imprint 
but with a fragment broken. 
Ed. Jordanov, C. Names, no. 79. 1a. 


1758. Archaeological Museum, Sofia, no. 92. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 16.5-17 (17?) 2.5 mm. W. 3.75 g. The 
imprint was once good but now it is badly preserved. 
Ed. Jordanov. C. Names, πο. 79.1b. 


1759. Private collection (Al. Peikov from Veliko Turnovo). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-19 mm. A full and 
well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Jordanov. G. Names, no. 79.1c. 
The three specimens were printed with the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels (l. hand) 
Vertical inscription of two columns: 9-NI-K || A-A-O' 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
OXP .| CWKE® | AAOC 
Ὁ Χρυσοκεφαλος 


In his review (BZ, 98, 2005, 5. 133), Seibt assumes the possibility that this is a family 
name which is not impossible but it was somehow connected with the monastery by the same 
name. 


B. Seals of Prelates of unspecified sees 


They are defined as indeterminate mostly due to their poor states of preservation. 
However, the name of the see is really lacking on some of them. 


1760. Nonella bishop (VII c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15200. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak. Find-spot: Northeastern Bulgaria. 
D. 20-23 (20) 4 mm. W. 9.94 g. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 506. 
Parallels: Two specimens (M-7870 and M-7875) struck in the same boulloterion are preserved in the 
Hermitage Collection, see Crenauosa, JJamuuckuuu, No 32. 


Obv. Cruciform inscription in Latin within a wreath of leaves: 
N 
ΕΓΟΙ Π 
Ν 
Κεν Cruciform inscription in Latin within a wreath of leaves: 
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Ε 
COPY 
I 
S 


Nonellu episcopu 


The parallels cited above were found in Venice and Istanbul. The information on the 
find-spot of our specimen is not very secure, but it generally originates from northeastern 
Bulgaria. If the dating offered by Stepanova is correct, it would be very interesting to 
answer the question about the possible recipient in Bulgaria in the VIIIth c. of this bishop's 
correspondence whose name, according to her, was Gothic (Crenanosa, JJamunckuMu, 
c.37). Perhaps a VIIth-century dating would be much more plausible! 


Τιμόθεος ἐπίσκοπος (VI-VII c.) see no. 2320 


1761. Ανδρέας μητροπολίτης (VI c.) 


Private collection (A. Hadzhikostov from Stara Zagora). Find-spot: Nesebar. D. 23-26 (?) 5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint, but bulla in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Seibt-Zarniz, no 3.2.1. Struck in the same boulloterion and presumably also comes from 
Bulgaria. 


Obv. St. Sophia, nimbate, standing, facing, holding cross before her; she wears chiton and 
maphorton. Vertical inscription in two columns: H-A-TT-A || C-O-@I-A. 

Rev. Facing bust of a saint or man without nimbus. On either side, monograms. The one 
on the left presumably contains the homonym A, A, €, N, O, P 4 V = Ανδρέου: 
Εὐάνδρου or Εὐανδρίου and the one on the right, the position H, A, M, O, IL P, T 
and V= μητροπολίτου. 


Ανδρέας μητροπολίτης (VI-VII c.) see no. 2233 


1762-1763. Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης (X-XI c.) 


1762. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 18502. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 21.1-22 (18 ) 
3 mm, W.9.10 g. Unsuccessful imprint. The letters on the reverse are effaced. 
Ed. Vopnanos. /Ipecaae, Ne 474. 


1762. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no. 22144. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 18-19 mm. 
The imprint was perhaps successful but now it is chipped. 
Ed. Wopaauos, [Tpecaas, Ne 475. 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9- A-H || M-H-TP’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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+KER’| TOOCOA'| KCONMH | THOT | o IN o 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) μητ(ρο)πο(λΏτιν 


Despite the restoration of the text on the basis of the two specimens the reading is still 
difficult. In my previous publication I assumed that the name Constantine is followed by 
the position μητροπολίτης, which seemed unconvincing to me. Now I wonder whether 
it is not the patronym (τὸν) Μητ(ρο)πο(λΏτιν. W. Seibt’s proposal is quite different: 
Κων(σταντίνῳ) μ(εσό)π(ρατει) τ(ῷ) Ποτιν.. 


1764. Νικόλαος ἐπίσκοπος.......... (Xc.) 


RHM-Silistra. Find-spot: village of Balik, disc. Silistra. D. 14-22 (21) 2 mm. Excellent imprint. Half 
preserved. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Preserved upper part of a patriarchal cross. A globe at the end of each arm. A six-rayed 
star in the fields at either side of the cross. Preserved from the invocation: 
Unas OCITOCOAO... 
Rev. Inscription of five (?) lines: 
+ NIK | OAAQ | €MICK .| ....... 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)]θει) τῷ σῷ δο[ύλῳ] Νικολάῳ ἐπισκ[όπῳ........... 


1765. Νικόλαος μητροπολίτης... .. . (X-XI c.) 


RHM-Silistra, no. 61. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 13-22.5 (20.5) 2.5 mm. Specimen in apoor state of preservation. 
About a half preserved with corroded surface. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Cunuctpa, HI, No 16. 


Obv. Part from bust of St. Nicholas and circular inscription: ... . . HOIT(O)CO)ABA' 
Rev. Inscription of five or more lines: 

-X-] + NIKO | AAQMH |TPOII...| TH..... Ius 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε βο]ήθι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Νικολάῳ µητροπ[ολήτη..... 


It is interesting that two seals bearing the name Nicholas originate from Silistra. The 
one belonged to a bishop and the other to a metropolitan. Both survived in one half and have 
similar datings. They might have had something in common somehow. 


1766. N., πρεσβύτερος, ἡγούμενος ... (ΧΙ c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15133. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 129. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo district. D. 18-18.5 (19 ?) 3 mm. W. 8.48 g. Incomplete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Some of the letters remained out of the blank, while others were damaged and as a result the reading is 
incomplete. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 367. 
No parallels known. 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΑΡ. ΤΕ SAAX TEL VP HEM | AAVP'T8]|..i.. 
shits fei tek πρεσβυτέρῳ ηγ(ου)µ(ένφ) λαυρία) TOD... ... 


1767. Βασίλειος πρεσβύτερος ...(Χ- XI c.) 


Private collection (V. Panteleey from Varna, no. 385. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-17 

mm. W. 5.3 g. Incomplete unprint in a good state of preservation. The blank was smaller in diameter than the 
dies due to which parts of the image and inscription remained unprinted. The first and last lines of the 
inscription either did not print or were effaced. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels Known 


Obv. Bust of St. Basil blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Traces of a vertical 
inscription: eA HO.. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


1768. N., ποιμὴν (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. (S148. Former collecuon of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 144. Find-spot: Melnitsa, 
Elkhovo region. D. 11-125. (10) 3.3 mm. W. 3.68 g. Complete imprint in an excellent state of 
preservation. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 368, | 
No parallels known, 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
+KE | ROH | OEI 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
TIN | HOINM'| COV 
* K(ópue βοήθει τιν ποιµ(ένα) σοῦ 


1769. Μονῆς τῆς...... XI c. 


Private collection (AL Peikov from V. Turnovo), Find-spot uncertain. D. 16-19 (18) 3.5 mm. Half of what was 
once a good imprint, The night half was broken. [he name of the monastery is uncertain. 
Cnpublixhed 
No parallels known. The same depiction and almost the same text are found on a bulla of the Chortaites 
monastery [Χορταΐτου]. see Laurent. Corpus. V/2, no. 1242; DOS, 1, no. 27.1, but we cannot be sure 
that it concerns seals from the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion on her breast. Sigla: MP |... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


.. PPA.. CHANA... TAC} CON XA |. ON 
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[-Σ]φρα[γὶ]ς Πανά[γνο]υ τῆς [μ]ον(ῆς)........ 


1770. Στέφανος ἡγουμένος ........ (X-XI c.) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). It was offered for purchase at the Regional Historical Museum, 
Shumen. It was purchased from a person who maintained that the seal originated from the stronghold near 
the town of Provadia. D. 20-22 (22 ?) 3 mm. Well-centered imprint. The surface is corroded with oxide 
nests which renders the reading of the text and the identification of the iconography difficult. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Ornamented cross in center. At either side, busts of two saints wearing chlamydes and 
cloaks. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ CT€5bA | NOHTOV | MA ..III|€A. . . 
+ Στεφάνῳ nyovu(évo). ..... 


C. Monks and Clerics 


1771. Γαβριήλ μονοαμαρτολός (last quarter of the IX c.) 


Bucharest - MNA 1160/1400. Former Mititelu Collection. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 22-22 (21) 2 mm. Good 
imprint. 
Ed. Laurent, Sceaux inedits.- EO, 32, 1933, 35-53, no. 9; Barnea, Noii sigilii, no. 10. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 
.. HOEITWCWAOVA’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ FAR | PIHATO | MONOA | MAPT| A 
[+ Κ(ύρυε βο]ήθει τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Γαβριὴλ το Μονοαμαρτ(ω)λ(ῷ) 


At first glance the text suggests that xo Μονοαμαρτ(ω)λ{(ῷ) is a patronym which 
would be an exception in the IXth c. It is more likely, as the original publisher of the seal 
notes, that this expression emphasizes the highest degree of piety and humbleness of this 
monk. 


1772. Εὐστάθιος ἀμαρτωλός (last quarter of the IX c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 26712. Found in the dumped soil during excavations of the Preslav 
Archbishopric site, sector South on 23th July 1987. D. 23.5-25 (19) 4 mm. Once a complete imprint. Now 
the surface is damaged. 

Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no 1892. Struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. A cruciform invocative monogram (PI. I.5); in the quarters : TO)-C@) || A8-AQ) 




















Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ EVC | TAOH | OAMAP | TOAQ) 
+ Ocoxóxe βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Εὐσταθήο ἀμαρτόλῷ 


The dating of the seal according to its overall appearance and shape as well as to the 
characteristic writing of B is in the last quarter of the [Xth c. This ascertainment raises 
interesting questions regarding the person of this prelate and his possible addressee in 
Preslav. 

Unfortunately the data is insufficient for identification of Eustathios amartolos. The 
receipt of his correspondence in Preslav was most probably in connection with the changes 
ensuing from the shifting of the state center from Pliska to Preslav and the establishment of 
ecclesiastical structures here. We cannot determine with certainty Eustathios’s addressee. 


1773. Ἰωσὴφ ἁμαρτωλός (XI c.) 


Private collection. Plaster cast was sent to me by Mr. Valentin Dimitrov from Haskovo. The original was 
found in the Blesna fortress near present-day Dimitrovgrad. D. 15-16 (1 5) ? mm, W. 3.30 g. Incomplete 
imprint. : : 
Ed. Jordanov, Blesna. no. 8. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: . || O. 


Κεν Inscription of five lines: 
Κε... OCHMAY |. OCH. | OAMAP | ΟΔΟ 
[+ Θ(εοτό)]κε [β(οή)θ(ει) τ]ῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) [Π]ωσῆὴ[φ τ]ο ἀμαρ[τ]όλο 


1774. Λέων ἁμαρτωλός (XI c.) 


RHM-Pernik, no. 127. Found during excavations in the medieval fortress, square V/136, at a depth of 0.60 m, 
in 1961. D. 21-25 (17) ? mm. Weak imprint. Deep crack along the channel. Currently broken into two 


parts. 
Ed. YOpykosa, Περηηκ, 129-130, ταθη. VILI. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: .... || P-F-P 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+ | KER'O'| A€ONT. | AM.P. | (AO 
+ K(bpre β(οή)θ(ει) Λέοντ[ι] ἀμ[α]ρ[τ]ώλο 


The reading of the last two lines is insecure due to their poor state of preservation. 

The original publisher has deciphered the following letters: AMOP..| @...0 and 
assumed that they record the family name Amoreonaios which she associates with the 
toponym Amorion. 

The absence of a definite article to the suggested family name and the available letters 
ΑΜ.Ρ Κ(0.Ο give better reasons to assume the following reading: ἀμ[α]ρ[τ]ώλο. 
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1775-1777. Γρηγόριος β)κληρικὸς (X-XI c.) 


1775. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 6651. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 27-31 (25.5 ) 
3.1 mm. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopnanos, ITpecaae, Ne 383. 


1776. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.24631. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 24-261 (25.5) 
3.mm. Complete imprint in a poor state of preservation. Burnt as it seems. 
Ed. MopnanoB, IIpecnae, Ne 384. 


1777. Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, no.24640. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 12-23 mm. A 
quarter of what was once a good imprint. 
Ed. Wopnanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 385. 
The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-«- |+ KE | ROHGI| TOCO | A8A"| - o - 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
-X -— | PPIFO | PIOR’KA | HPIKON | -X — 
+ K(ópus βοήθ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Γριγορίο β'κληρικὸν 


1778. Αλύπιος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14687. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 
(18) 2.5 mm. W. 6.60 g. Incomplete imprint, slightly off-center. 
Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 348. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a scepter (r. hand) and a globus (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ KERO | ΗΘΙΑΛ. | ΠΙΩΜ. | NAX. 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ε)ι Αλ[υ]πίῳ μ[ο]ναχ[ῷ] 


1779. ᾿Αρσένιος μοναχὸς καὶ β)κληρικὸς (X-XI c.) 


Archeological Museum, Plovdiv. no.6006 (Former collection of V. Stankov from Batak, no. 4 ). Find-spot: 
Uncertain. D. 18-18 (15 ?) ? mm. W. 6. 52 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on her l. arm. Sigla: 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἜΘΚΕΒΟ | HO’APCE | NPAX’K’R’| KARPI | - K- 
ἙΘ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ει) Apoevi(@) (μον)αχ(ῷ) (xoi) β'κληρικ]ῷ 


1780. Αρσένιος Τζαμπλάκων μοναχὸς (XIV c.) 




















Archaeological Museum, Sofia, πο. 183. Find-spot: Silistra? Given to the museum by Asen Nikolov from 


Silistra in 1976. Bulla in a good state of preservation. D. 33-33.5 (30) 4.5 mm.W. 22.82 g. Complete 1784. Μαρία μοναχή (XI c.) 
imprint, but not distinct enough. Metrical text composed of two twelve-syllable verses; it is difficult to 
decipher due to the characteristic XIVth-century paleography of the letters. à 1784. Private collection in Pernik. Found on the land of the village of Gomo Shivachevo, Sliven region, in the 
Ed. Mopaanos, H. Tenar na Monaxa Apcenuii Tuam6nak , wamepen B Bearapus- Tpyòose na Kamedpume fortress by the river. D. 14-19(14) 2.5 mm. W. 2.71 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation 
no Hcmopua u Boeocaogue kom LUlymencxua yuueepcumem, 4, 2001,40-45; Jordanov, Family Names, 1 made on a shapeless blank. 
no. 710. Unpublished. 
No parallels known. No parallels known. 
Obv. The Virgin nimbate, standing on a souppedion, wearing himation and maphorion. Both i E ο ο ο... . ο EL d 
hands raised in orans. No medallion on her chest. Sigla: MP || OV : Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εογῦ. | Unpublished. 
Rev. Metrical inscription of seven lines: : The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 
+ €KCO.| MONXOCAP | CENIOCTAM | IIAAKQONII... | ΓΝΕΚΝΡΟΙΚΑΙ | No parallels known. 
ΕΡΑΦΑΟΚΑΙΠΙΡΑΚΤΕΑΙ 1 
+ Ex Ù og Αρσέ 5 ] ioi i Dee" : 
d τ. ρσέενιος Τζαμπλάκων π[άνα]γνε κυροῖ καὶ γραφὰς | Obv Bust of the Virgin orans. Sigla: M | 8. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: | 
-+-| OK€R'O'| MAPHA | AX’ 
1781-1782. Θεόκτιστος μοναχὸς (X-XI c.) | + Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Μαρήᾳ (μον)αχ(ῇ) | 





1781. Private collection (I. Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: the fortress of Melnitsa or Zlati Voivoda. D. 20-20 
mm. Complete imprint in a poor state of preservation. 


1785. Ξένη πρωτοβεστιαρίᾳ μοναχή (XI c.) 
Unpublished. 


RHM-Shumen, no. 15120. Former collection of Vesselin Stankov from Batak, no. 116. Find-spot: 
. Melnitsa, Elkhovo region. D. 18.5-20 (15) 4 mm, W. 8.34 g. Complete imprint in an excellent state of 
2007). Find-spot: Provadia. D. 17-18 (18) 3 mm. W. 5. 70 g. Well-centered but indistinct imprint. Certain 


: ἥ x preservation. 
letters did not print or were effaced. Ed Jordanov. Zhekova. no. 347. 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known 


1782. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad, offered to the collection of RHM-Shumen in December 


No parallels known. 


he rw: imens were struck in the . ion. ap i iu " : : : 
The two specimens were struck in the same boulloterion Obv. The Virgin Hagiosoritissa standing, turned three quarters r., with arms raised in orans 


Oby I inti f four li toward the manus Dei appearing at the upper left side of the field. Inscription on either 
v. Inscription of four lines: DL BAT i E , x oem Ne 7 
ide: MP || OV | H-A-T" || C-O-P’: Μ(ήτη)ρ Θ(εο)ῦ η Αγίίο)σορ(ίτισσα 
- *- | OKERO | HOEITO | CHAS | -AQ- ΝΡ ΤΕΙ ὄΔὄΔὄσ; ) 
NS ο S HUN Rev. Inscription of five lines: pe 
Ev ο. DM IO ONE " : -+- |OKER’@’ | THCHAS'EENHAXTH|A «R€CTI | -APIA - 
ie / ο ος , ` + Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θίει) τῇ σῇ δού(λη) Ξένη (μον)αχ(ῇ) τῇ (πρω)τ(ο)βεστιαρίᾳ 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοκτήστο μοναχ(ῷ) | 
Although the text is well-preserved, there is uncertainty in its interpretation. Different 
1783. Ag >c (XI readings are possible: Xene is wife of a protovestiarios or daughter of this functionary and 
vINEOVELOS “MOV EKOG (AEC) i its position has the role of a patronym. The abbreviation Ax meaning that she was a nun is 
Historical Museum, Nesebar, no. 2154. Find-spot: Pomorie (ancient Anchialo). D. 14-16 (13) 3 mm. W. 3.40 not very distinct, 
g. Well-centered imprint. l 
Unpublished. : 
No parallels known 1786. Νικόλαος Πεντακτένης μοναχὸς..... ? (XI c.) 
Obv. Bust of a military saint (St. Demetrios). j RHM-Stara Zagora, no. 10SZ. Find-spot: probably the town. Well-centered imprint. The obverse printed 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: completely. The right side of the reverse containing the inscription is obliterated. All that renders the 
7 n : Ed. Wopnanos, bepoe, Ne 15. 
[-K(vp1)e] β(οη)θ(ει)] Λεοντιον μοναχὸν 


No parallels known. 
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Obv. St. Nicholas standing blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). On either side: 
above ©-NI || K-O-A’. Below him in horizontal lines: 
+ K€-ROH- O’NI-KOA’-AX || ΤΩ-ΠΕΝ-ΤΑ-ΚΤΕ-ΝΙ = + Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθ(ει) 
Νικολ(άῳ) (μον)αχ(ῷ) τῷ Πεντακτένι 

Κεν. St. Michael standing holding a long scepter surmounted by trefoil ornament (τ. hand) 
and globus cruciger (l. hand). On either side: above © || M-X. Below him in horizontal 
lines of small indistinct letters: ... -..- AOP- TH - MO -N || ............ =[Oco]dop(i)ty 
μον(αχῷ) τῷ ...... 


As in the previous publication, the main problem is deciphering the reverse. Only the 
name of the monk Nicholas Pentakteni is certain. The text of the other side either contains 
his remaining titles and positions or describes another person also a monk. 


1787. Νικόλαος μοναχὸς (IX-X c.) 


Private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 31-34 mm. A large portion of the boulloterion did not print. The 
bulla itself is rather crude. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons. Traces of a circular inscription beginning 
at 12 o'clock: + ΚΕΒΟ........ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
NIKO. | MON... |...... | NO.. 
+ Κ(ύρυε βο[ήθει] Νικο[λ(άφ)] μον[αχῷ ....νο.... 


1788. Νικόλαος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen. no. 14772. Former collection of Nikolay Nikolov from Razgrad. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-22 
(18) 3 mm. W. 7.90 g. Well-centered but incomplete imprint. Certain letters are obliterated. Bent with a 
sharp object probably during its unearthing. 

Ed. Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 349. 
No parallels known 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+ NIKO | AAOMO | NAXO 

+ Νικολάο µοναχο 


1789. Πέτρος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 


RHM-Dobrich, πο.! 1282. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 15-15 (11) 4 mm, W. 4.30 g. Good imprint in a good state of 
preservation. 
Ed. VopaauoB, Cunucrpa, IV, Ne 
No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: M || Θ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

OKER’O’| TOCWA’ | ΠΕΤΡΩ | MONAX’ 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Πέτρῳ μοναχ(ῷ) 


1790. Στέφανος μοναχὸς (XI c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Veliki Preslav, πο. 24856. Find-spot: the Strategia of Preslav. D. 16-20 (14) 2.9 mm, 
W. 4.50 g. Complete imprint in a good state of preservation. 
Ed. Wopaanos, Πρεσπαθ, Ne 397. 
Paralells: Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1371 and unpublished from Smjichkov’s collection found in 
Chersones. The three specimens were struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Fowl walking to r., within a circle of pellets and a border of dots. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

KER | OHOIC |. €DA'M | NAX’ 

+ Κ(ύρυε βοήθίε)ι [Στ]εφά(νῳ) μ[ο]ναχ(ῷ) 


It is an interesting ascertainment that the owner of the seal wrote simultaneously to 
Preslav and Chersones and probably lived in Consatntinople where the third specimen was 
found. 


1791. Συμεὼν μοναχὸς (XI c.) 


Plaster cast from Prof. Gerassimov's collection. The original was preserved in the collection of N. Rankov from 
Sofia. I do not know of its current place of preservation. D. 24-25 (19) ? mm. Superb imprint in a good 
state of preservation. 

Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

-+- | OKER’O’| TWCWAY’ | CVMEQN | MONA | -XQ- » 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Συμεὼν μοναχῷ 


E. Miscellaneous offices and titles 


1792. Αντώνιος μοναχὸς καὶ πρεσβύτερος (last quarter of the IX c.) 


Archaeological Museum, Varna, no. VIII. 205. Found by a treasure-hunter from Novi Pazar suggesting that the 
lead piece originates from northeastern Bulgaria, most probably Pliska. It is a thin lead plate of irregular 
shape and the following dimensions: 30-38 mm. W. 12.66 g. A boulloterion of 20mm of the dies was 
struck on it. The imprint is very weak and difficult to decipher. especially the obverse. The reverse is 
stronger but blurred. Perhaps a slipping occurred which renders the reading problematic. 

Ed. Wopnanos, H. Mucus na su3antuiickua MOHAX M ripeseurep AHTOHM B CpeqHoBeKoBHa bsJrrapus 
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Πρ63 nocAeanara ΠΕΤΗΡΡΊ Ha IX Βεκ.- A/ICB, 33,2002, 80.85. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. The iconography of the Virgin 
bears the features of the so-called graphic style characteristic of Byzantine seals from 
the second half of the [Xth c. No titles or invocative inscription are visible on the 
incomplete imprint. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

| + ANT.|..MON|..HP€|  .VT 
+ Αντ[ωνίῳ] μον[αχῷ] πρε[σβ]υτ(έρῳ) 





eee 


The most interesting fact about this sphragistic monument 15 that the boulloterion of 
the owner Antonios, monk and presbiteros, was struck on a casual lead plate. Undoubtedly 
it is a case of a Byzantine seal belonging to a Byzantine owner. How should we relate it to 
the Bulgarian lands and Bulgaria? It is quite improbable that the plate was brought from 
Byzantium, since it had no other purpose than as a sample. We should accept that the find- 
spot of the plate today was the place where the owner of the boulloterion once sojourned. 

Who was this Antonios, monk and presbiteros, and how should we explain the discovery 
of his plate in Bulgaria? — . 

First of all, let us determine the dating of this lead piece. 

The characteristic “graphic” style of the image of the Virgin as well as the overall 
appearance of the seal attest to a dating generally in the last quarter of the IXth c. (see 
Coxo:0Ba, [leuar Xepcona, 78-80). 

Antonios was a monk and presbyter, but he had his own sealto stamp his correspondence 
while sojourning in Bulgaria, which is to say that he must have been a high-ranking cleric 
who sojourned on a certain occasion in the newly baptized Bulgaria. 

Is such an individual attested in the chronicles? 

In search of a person of a similar name and position in various sources Í came across the 
Life of Patriarch Antonios II (August 893 — 123 February 901). If the will is there, one can 
find information in it relating the person of this Antonios to the owner of the seal found in 
Bulgaria. 

We should point out that the information on Patriarch Antonios II is rather scanty. The studies 
devoted to the latter are also very few (general information on his person, see ΟΡΒ.Ι25; 
PmBZt, |, no. 564). 

A main source for his life is Vita Antonii Caulea published in Bibliographia hagiographica 
graeca, 139b, as well as certain passages from it commented by H. Loparev (Busauruückus 
KUTHA ΟΒΗΤΡΙΧ VIII-IX Bekos.-Busaumutickuii epeueunuk, 17, 1910, 148-152). 
Since the Lite is poor in facts, let us start with his author Nikephoros, rhetor and philosopher, 
student of Photios and follower of Emperor Leo VI the Philosopher (886-912). Nikephoros 
graduated from the Patriarchal School and defended his dissertation for the Rhetor's degree 
as well as tor the Philosopher of Byzantine letters degree (Jlonapes, Busauruiickus KUTHA 
CBATHIX, C. 148). 
The surviving letters of Patriarch Photios (858-867/887-886) to the same Nikephoros show 
that the patriarch often revised his student's essays and that after finishing school Nikephoros 
ardently engaged himself in rhetorics and philosophy (Photius, Episu/ae, vol. 6, nos 204, 
217, 235, 242, 243-244). 

The life and biography of Patriarch Antonios were not very eventful for which reason 


594 





———————— ————— 


———————— € 


í(—XS 


r 


Nikephoros had to resort to his rhetoric talent while writing his Life. It is of particular 


importance to us to know that the author of the Life was a contemporary of his hero = that 


both were adherents to Emperor Leo VI. | 

The information on Antonios before he occupied the "ΡΕ ΡΉῊΝ post is rather scanty His 
place and date of his birth are unknown. It could be Phrygia, Thrace or Constantinople alike. 
His father was in military service and then moved to the capital Constantinople where he 
married and Antonios was born from this marriage. The little Antonios lived with his mother 
in her estate near the capital. When he was five, he started studying imitating a clergyman. 
After his mother’s death he studied the psalm-book under his father’s supervision, and when 
he was twelve he wanted to live the life of a hermit and was presented to a churchwarden 
of a monastery whose name is unknown where he studied the supreme science gaining 
real knowledge. When he reached man’s age (i.e. attained his majority) he proceeded with 
practical philosophy and was granted the title of presbyter (see Jlonapes, Busanuruitckus 
ΚΗΤΗΝ ΟΒΗΤΕΙΧ, 149-150.) 

What else makes us focus our attention on the person of the future Patriarch Antonios 

besides the coincidence in name, monk's title and presbyter's rank? 
In his Life it is noted that τῆς τὸν ἔλεον βλυζούσης χειρὸς μετεῖχον Σκύθαι καὶ Θράκες 
καὶ δὴ σὺν ἄλλοις καὶ οἱ πρὸς τῇ Ασίᾳ Μυσοί καὶ δὴ πρὸς τοὺς ἐν Ὀλύμπῳ 
ἀσκουμένους “he extended his benefactions not only to the capital but also to the Scythians, 
Thracians, Moesians and ascetics from Olympus to whom he distributed money for their 
needs" (see Jlonapes, Bu3antuiickua KHTHA CBSTBIX, c.150, 3am.2.) 

When the right time came, the Emperor (Leo VI) called him from Olympus and 
appointed him patriarch (August 893). Therefore he must have been known in the Palace 
well before that date and various missions must have been assigned to him. The citation that 
he extended his benefactions not only to the capital but also to the Scythians, Thracians, 
Moesians and ascetics from Olympus seems to enumerate his missions for dissemination of 
God’s blessing and his elevation to the patriarchal rank must have found him in Olympus. 
Behind the Moesian ethnos we should understand the Bulgarians (see Kptcranos, T. 
Bu3xBasla Ha rpeiu eaux or Muxanm Mouax or [X B.-7TpyOoee na Kamedpume no ucmopua 
u 60eocaoeue, 4, Hlywen, 2001, 181-182). 

This piece of information provides us with the opportunity to reason that Antonios 
supported materially the Bulgarian church and on a certain occasion (before his elevation 
to the patriarchal position) he was sent to Bulgaria, most probably to the capital Pliska, on 
a clerical or state mission for strengthening the relationships between the two churches. 
His skills of a healer of old ecclesiastical wounds and the ability to consolidate expenses 
were specially emphasized in his Vita (see Jlonapes, Busauruitckus KATHA ΟΒΆΤΡΙΧ, c.151, 
38Μ. 1). 

Of course, this assumption is vulnerable but it is a fact that a sample imprint of the seal 

of a certain Antonios, monk and presbyter, was found in the Bulgarian capital Pliska dated 
to the last quarter of the [Xth c. This means that this Antonios must have sojourned or stayed 
for a longer period here. 
It is possible that he was among the Byzantine clerics sent to Bulgaria as the archbishop’s 
retinue and that he was actually a Bulgarian cleric. There is great similarity between this 
plate and the sample imprint of Peter, grand curator of the archon of Bulgaria, (for him, 
see Jordanov, Zhekova, no. 72) both in dating and origin. Both originate from the capital 
Pliska and were connected with the processes in the Bulgarian state after the conversion to 
Christianity. 
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1793. Ἰωάννης ὁ τοῦ ᾿Αλεξιώτου πρεσβύτερος (XI c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 14526. Purchased from Dimitar Yordanov from Shumen. Find-spot: village of Melnitsa, 
district of Elhovo. D. 17-20 (15) 5 mm. W.... Despite the fact that the strike was not well centered, the 
imprint is relatively strong and full. though the last two lines of the text reverse are poorly preserved, 
which makes its reading difficult. It is possible to suggest that following the office I = πρ(εσβυτέρῳ) is 
a patronym, whose nephew is the owner of the seal. But it also cannot be ruled out that this is the name of 


the church where John served (see Janin, Eglises et monasteres, p.18, 19, and for the seals see Laurent, 
Corpus, V.3, no. 1897). 


Ed. Jordanov, Melnitsa, no. 30; Jordanov, Family Names, no. 23. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (r. hand) and holding a scroll (1. hand). Inscription 
in two columns: ©-IG)-O || Π-. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
*KECR'O'[TOCOAS'| TORTOT | BAACZI | OTS 
+ K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) πρ(εσβυτέρῳ) ὁ τῷ τοῦ 
᾿Αλεξιώτου 


1794. Νικόλαος πρεσβύτερος (ΧΙ c.) 


RHM-Shumen, no. 1212a. Find-spot: Pliska. D. 21-24 (16) 2.5 mm. W. 6.16 g. Well-centered, but incomplete 
imprint probably due to looseness of the boulloterion. 
Ed. Jordeanov, Zhekova, no. 351 


Parallels: Zacos, Seals, II, no. 615. struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholaos blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical inscription: 
Q-N- I [| .... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
OMONV | .OV’T’CH |. M XAP |..C P^ 
Ὁμονυ[μ]οῦνίτι) σὴ(ν) [νέ]μ(οις) χάρ(ιν) [πρ]ε(σβύτε)ρ(ος) 


The publisher of the cited parallel has read the last line ΠΕΡ᾽--(π(άτ)ερ. On our 
specimen and on the one published by Zacos it is clearly visible that there is one P after the 
abbreviation sign, so IPEP’ could be deciphered as πρεσβύτερος. It is hard to say who 
this presbyteros was. He presumably lived in Constantinople, form where he wrote to Pliska 
to an unknown recipient. Perhaps he had the same recipient as the laura of some Antonius. 


1795. Γρηγόριος Άγκυρας ....... (end of the ΧΙ ς.). 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 28679. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Voden, dsc. 
Asenovgrad. D. 19-21 (17-18)4 mm. Well-centered and well-executed imprint but the reading is rendered 
difficult due to the unusual mirror-reversed text. 

Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 
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Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on shield set 
on the ground. Inscription in two columns: Θ-Γ-Ε || ()-P-T". A circular inscription 
beginning at 12 o'clock: +KER’O’TWC’AY’. It continues on the other side of the 
depiction. The inscription is mirror-reversed: TPHTOT@ ATKVP. 

Rev. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a sword set 
on the ground. Inscription in two columns: 9-O-€-A-P || A-IIO-AA-E-M'. A circular 
inscription beginning at 12 o'clock: A'TIPECRON. It continues on the other side of 
the depiction. The inscription is mirror-reversed: Τ(ΟΑΓΙς ΜΑΡΤΝΡ. 

+ Κρυε β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σ(ῷ) δού(λῳ) Γρηγ(ορίῳ) τῷ ᾽Αγκυρία) 
(πρωτο)πρεσβ(ε)ων τῷ Άγις Μαρτυρίες) 


The text of this seal is very unclear. 

The seal belonged to a certain Grigorios Ankyra in his capacity as (πρωτο)πρεσβ(ε)ων 
τῷ Ἅγις Μαρτυρίες) or Άγιος Μάρτυρ(ος). It is difficult to determine the location of this 
church. It might have been in Ankyra. 

The epithet of St. Theodore A-IIO-AA-Z-M' is also unusual and is not found anywhere 
else. Perhaps it refers to an origin from the site of Δαξιμών near Amaseia and Ankyra (for a 
short information on it, see OBD, p. 592). 


1796. Ατανάσιος μοναχὸς ...... (X-XI c.) 


National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 23727. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 11-24 mm. Half of what was once a 
good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
OKE. |. NA. | .CIO | .ON'X 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+C.. | AL... | ONO.. | PII. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε [β(οήθει) ᾿Α]να[στα]σίῳ [μ]ον(α)χ(ῷ) ....... 














